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NORTHERN AREA HEALTH BOARD

Report No 32/2002

General Medical Services (Payments) Board
Report to the Year ended 31% December, 2001

Functions of the Board

The General Medical Services (Payments) Board manages, on behalf of the ten health boards, the following
functions in relation to the provision of services by General Practitioners, Pharmacists and Dentists under
Section 58,59 and 67 (I) of the Health Act 1970 :-

@ the calculation of payments to be made for such services;

(b) the making of such payments;

(c) the verification of the accuracy and reasonableness of claims in relation to such services;
(d) the compilation of statistics and other information in relation to such services.

Payment Arrangements

Almost all payments for services provided in the community by General Practitioners, Community
Pharmacies, Dentists and Ophthalmologists are made by the G.M.S. (Payments) Board. Payments for the
year 2001 were in excess of €1,023m. Payments are made under the following schemes / payment
arrangements :-

General Medical Services (G.M.S.)

Drug Payment Scheme (D.P.S.)

Long Term Iliness Scheme (L.T.1.)

Dental Treatment Services Scheme (D.T.S.S.)

European Economic Area

High Tech Drugs (H.T.D.)

Primary Childhood Immunisation Scheme

Health (Amendment) Act 1996

Methadone Treatment Scheme

Health Board Community Ophthalmic Services Scheme (HBCOSS)

Number of Agreements as at 31% December, 2001

Health Board Doctors Pharmacists Dentists Optometrists
Northern Area 189 125 140 53
South Western Area 215 163 184 58
East Coast Area 184 109 96 38
ERHA figures for 2000 573 389 380 148
Midland 101 65 72 35
Mid-Western 173 120 90 33
North Eastern 152 104 138 50
North Western 123 68 72 19
South Eastern 206 131 154 46
Southern 299 193 265 57
Western 221 125 104 48
National 1,863 1,203 1,315 437
Corresponding figures for 2000 1,798 1,180 1,206 420




Persons Eligible for Services

Persons who are unable without undue hardship to arrange general practitioner medical and surgical
services plus dental and optometric / ophthalmic services for themselves and their dependents are provided
with such services free of charge under the GMS Scheme.

Number of Eligible Persons as at the 31° December, 2001

Health Board GMS DP LTI

3 Area Health Boards — ERHA 357,176 396,398 41,823
ERHA figures for 2000 333,390 330,848 39,547
Midland 72,857 64,018 3,793
Mid Western 102,953 113,286 6,094
North Eastern 105,247 111,371 5,771
North Western 97,837 54,134 4,148
South Eastern 140,891 120,655 7,512
Southern 180,206 192,708 13,451
Western 142,287 104,266 5,396
National 1,199,454 1,156,836 87,988
% of Population 31.24% 30.13% 2.29%
Corresponding Figures for 2000 1,148,055 942,193 82,619

GMS - General Medical Services Scheme. DP — Drug Payments Shceme. LTI — Long Term IlIness Scheme

Payments — year 2001

Payments by the GMS (Payments) Board in the year 2001 totalled €1,023m. This is broken down as

follows :-
Total Payment for the Year €1,023,629,139
2001 2000

Doctors Fees €143.32m €113.88m

Allowances € 68.52m € 56.05m
Pharmacists Fees and Mark-Up €176.94m €131.99m

Drugs and Medicines €493.98m €395.61m
Dentists € 41.65m € 38.07m
Investment in General Practice € 11.60m € 10.22m
High Tech Drugs Scheme
Payment to Wholesalers € 61.23m € 48.85m
Patient Care Fees Paid to Pharmacists € 3.88m € 3.05m
Optometrists € 9.81m € 8.69m
Administration € 12.71m € 11.78m




Summary of activity during year 2001

At year end there were more than 2.44m persons registered as being eligible to benefit under the
General Medical Services, Drugs Payment, Long Term Iliness, Dental Treatment and Health Board
Community Ophthalmic Services Scheme.

More than 88% of eligible GMS persons availed of GP, Pharmaceutical, Dental or Ophthalmic services
provided by more than 4,800 Doctors, Pharmacists, Dentists and Optometrists / Ophthalmologists.

More than 36m prescription items were paid for by the Board — an increase of over 4m items on 2000.
Fees and allowances paid to Doctors totalled €211.84m.
Payments to Pharmacies totalled €674.80m

GMS €434.02m

DP €177.62m

LTI €52.08m

EEA €1.41m

Patient Care Fees under the High Tech Drugs Scheme €3.88m

The Health (Amendment) Action 1996, Methadone Treatment Scheme and DTS Prescriptions
€5.79m

Payments to Dentists under the DTS totalled €41.61m

Payments to Optometrists / Ophthalmologists under the HBCOS totalled €9.81m
Payments to Wholesalers under the High Tech Drugs Scheme totalled €61.23m
Administration costs in the accounting period of 2001 were €12.71m

Claims processed are in respect of services provided in the community and availed of by almost 50%
of the population.

Northern Area Health Board

One of the significant issues, which occurred during 2001, was the implementation of the granting of
medical cards without means test to persons aged 70 years and over with effect from 1% July, 2001.

The number of Medical Cards issued in our Boards area by the 31% December, 2001, as a result of this
initiative was as follows :-

Area 6 3004
Area 7 3382
Area 8 5787

Total 12,173

Projects and plans for the development of general practice services were progressed and implemented
in partnership with G.P.’s and under the leadership of the G.P. Unit Doctors. Attention was
specifically focused on developing partnership arrangements with G.P. in the Blanchardstown,
Clonsilla and Finglas areas.



e During 2001, the North Inner City Partnership was involved in the development of an initiative for the
establishment of diabetic shared-care programmes; dedicated psychological / counselling services and
Warfarin Clinics.

e During 2001, there was a total of 101 General Dental Practitioners providing services in our Board’s
area under the Dental Treatment Services Scheme (DTSS). These dentists provided a total of 93,750
treatments during 2001.

M. Windle
Chief Executive Date : 9" September, 2002.
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