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SOUTH WESTERN AREA HEALTH BOARD

on Tuesday, 2™ October, 2001, at 2.00 p.m.

02/10/01

Minutes of the proceedings of the meeting of the South Western Area Health Board held
in the Council Chambers, Kildare County Council, Naas, Co. Kildare,

Present

Mr. P. Aspell Dr. S. Barry
Mr. G. Brady Cllr. C. Byrne
Dr. M. Gueret Ms. A. Harris
Ms. M. Hoban Cllr. M. Miley
Ald. M. Mooney Dr. B. Murphy
Cllr. C. O’Connor Cllr. J. Reilly
Sen. T. Ridge Cllr. C. McGrath

Observers
Mr. G. McGuire

Apologies
Cllr. T. Cullen Dr. K. Harkin
Ms. N. Harvey Cllr. D. Tipping

In the Chair

Cllr. C. O’Connor

Officers in Attendance

Mr. P. Donnelly, Chief Executive Officer

Ms. B. Clarke, Assistant Chief Executive

Mr. P. Bennett, Assistant Chief Executive

Mr. H. Kane, Assistant Chief Executive

Mr. D. Lyons, Director of Finance

Mr. R. Mitchell, Director of Communications

Mr. R. Kavanagh, Senior Manager, Operations

Mr. R. Healy, A/Senior Manager, Chief Executive’s Office

Ms. A. Farrell, Administrative Support, Chief Executive’s Office
Mr. P. Dempsey, Administrative Support, Chief Executive’s Office
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At the outset, the Vice-Chairman, Sen. T. Ridge, took the chair in the absence of the
Chairman and invited members to join with her in expressing sincere sympathy to those
whose names were included on the list of condolences. She noted in particular recent
bereavements for Cllr. C. McGrath and ClIr. D. Tipping. ClIr. C. McGrath responded by
thanking the Chairman, Chief Executive, Board Members and staff for their messages of
sympathy to him and his family over the past few weeks.

In accordance with Standing Orders, the business of the meeting was adjourned for five
minutes as a mark of respect.

Following the five minute adjournment the Chairman, Cllr. C. O’Connor, proceeded with the
following further announcements:-

103/2001
CHAIRMAN’S BUSINESS

Members were invited to join with the Chairman in standing for a minute’s silence to express
sincere sympathy to those whose names were included on the list of condolences.

The Chairman then proceeded to advise members of the following:-
1. U.S. Tragedy

Regarding recent tragic events in the United States, | wish to inform members that | have
written letters of condolence to the American Ambassador, Mr. Richard J. Egan, and to the
Mayor of New York, Rudy Giuliani, expressing sympathy on your behalf.

I also represented our board at a multi-faith service arranged by the Eastern Regional Health
Authority at which a book of condolences, on behalf of our staff, was presented to a
representative from the U.S. Embassy.

2. ‘Tobacco Free” Conference

I wish to inform members that a conference titled ‘Legislating for a Tobacco Free Society’
will be held in Dublin Castle on Thursday 1% and Friday 2™ November, 2001. Details will be
forwarded to you in the near future.

3. Robert Graves Post-Graduate Centre

On Thursday last, 26™ September, | officially opened the Robert Graves Post-Graduate Centre
in Tallaght Hospital.

Already a very wide range of meetings, study days and seminars have been held in the centre
which has close links with St. James’s Hospital and TCD. The centre plays a major role as a
dedicated space for supporting post-graduate activities for healthcare workers both in the
hospital and in the catchment area.

The facilities include a fully equipped lecture theatre for 60 people with areas for catering and
secretarial support services.
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4, Mental Health Association

The Tanaiste, Mary Harney, T.D., recently launched a minibus for the Tallaght Mental Health
Association, at which | represented and spoke on behalf of the South Western Area Health
Board.

The Tallaght Mental Health Association is made up of volunteers from the community,
families of service users and mental health professionals, including some of our own staff. In
this ‘“The International Year of Volunteers’ we should recognise the people who volunteer
their time and skills to such organisations. | hope that this organisation derives great benefit
and mileage from their new mini-bus.

5. Site Visit — Millennium Park

I wish to inform members of the planned site visit to our new headquarters at Millennium
Park on Friday, 12" October. It is intended to meet up at Leinster Mills at 11.30 a.m. for
tea/coffee where a minibus will be on hand to provide transport to the site.

Following a tour around the building a buffet lunch will be provided by our hosts, the
developers of Millennium Park, in the building next to ours. This will give us an opportunity
to meet our future neighbours in Millennium Park — GEA Tuchenhagen, Ireland. Key
consultants and contractors from the site and other local representatives are also being invited
to attend. This visit is confined to our Board Members and observers. Full details will be
forwarded to you in the next week.

104/2001
MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS OF BOARD MEETING HELD ON 4™ SEPTEMBER,
2001

The minutes of the proceedings of the meeting held on 4™ September, 2001, having been
circulated, were confirmed on a proposal by Cllir. J. Reilly, seconded by Mr. P. Aspell.

105/2001
QUESTIONS TO THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE

On a proposal by CliIr. J. Reilly, seconded by Sen. T. Ridge, it was agreed to answer the
guestion which had been lodged.

1. Dr. Kieran Harkin

“Would the CEQ please advise of the number of public health nurse posts which are
vacant at present and of arrangements which exist to provide an interim nursing
service in these areas? Would the CEO please make a statement on this matter?”

Reply:

The vacancies in Public Health Nursing in the South Western Area Health Board are
as follows:

« Dublin South City- 10.5 posts (24% of complement)
« Dublin South West — 10.5 posts (20.5% of complement)
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« Dublin West — 11 posts (26.6% of complement)
« Kildare/West Wicklow — 4.5 posts (11% of complement)

The total for the South Western Area Health Board is 36.5 (20.5% of the Board’s
complement)

The Community Services Areas have recruited registered general nurses in a
temporary capacity to ensure delivery of services. The Directors of Public Health
Nursing are actively involved in initiatives related to the recruitment and retention of
staff

Currently the Health Board is reviewing the roles of the Public Health Nurses and the
Registered General Nurses to enable the Board to focus on the skills mix required to
target need most appropriately.

106/2001
RE: REVIEW OF ADEQUACY OF SERVICES FOR CHILDREN AND FAMILIES
(SOUTH WESTERN AREA HEALTH BOARD) 2000

Ms. Brid Clarke, Assistant Chief Executive, gave a presentation to members on the Review of
Adequacy of Services for Children and Families in the South Western Area Health Board in
2000.

Areas covered by the presentation included:

« Context
« Demographic and Socio-Economic Aspects
« Child Health

« Children in Care

« Child Abuse — Notifications of Suspected Child Abuse
« Out of Home Young People

« Inter-Country Adoption Services

« Early Intervention and Family Support Services

« Child and Adolescent Psychiatric Services

« Miscellaneous Service Areas

« Child Care Advisory Committee

Members thanked Ms. Clarke for her presentation. Discussion followed to which Dr. S.
Barry, Dr. M. Gueret, Dr. J. Reilly, Sen. T. Ridge, Cllr. C. Byrne and Cllr. C. McGrath
contributed and to which Ms. Clarke responded.

The main areas addressed included:-

Report Structure: The layout of the report was clarified for members. It was agreed that the
overall structure and level of detail contained in the report could be reviewed for next year.

Immunisation: Members were informed that a report from the committee set up to review
immunisation, including uptake rates in our Board’s area, will be brought to the Board as
soon as it is available. A national committee has also been set up in this regard.

Notifications of Suspected Child Abuse: It was confirmed that statistics contained in the
report relate to suspected cases of child abuse and refer to families who were resident in our
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area at the time the notification took place, therefore, these statistics would also encompass
families who may have subsequently moved out of the area. The role of Public Health Nurses
in detecting and notifying suspected cases of abuse was also discussed.

Community Mothers Programme: Our Board’s commitment to the expansion of this
programme was confirmed.

As there were various aspects of the report on which members sought further clarification, it
was agreed, following a proposal by Cllr. C. McGrath, seconded by Cllr. C. O’Connor, to
refer the report back to the relevant Standing Committee.

107/2001
CHIEF EXECUTIVE’S REPORT

The Chief Executive read Report No. 13/2001 to members (copy filed with official minute):
Areas covered in the report are set out below:-

Naas General Hospital

National Emergency Planning

National Drugs Strategy — Information Session

Influenza Immunisation Campaign

Allocation of Children’s Research Centre, Trinity College & Barnardos
Foot & Mouth Disease Precautions

General Medical Services (Payments) Board

Elections of Committee Chairman/Vice-Chairmen

Consultant Radiologist Posts

CoNoO~wWNE

Discussion followed to which Clir. M. Miley, Ms. M. Hoban, Mr. P. Aspell, Mr. G. McGuire,
Dr. M. Gueret, ClIr. C. McGrath, ClIr. J. Reilly and Ms. A. Harris contributed.

Members welcomed, in particular, the announcement yesterday by the Minister for Finance of
additional funding for the provision of an extra 62 beds in the Naas General Hospital
development. Members paid tribute to the efforts made over the years by existing and former
Board Members, staff of the hospital, Health Board Executive and particularly Mr. Séamus
O’Brien, Assistant Chief Executive, to promote this development and secure optimum
facilities.

Issues to which the Chief Executive responded included the following:-

e A breakdown of sessions to be carried out by the three new Consultant Radiologists
between Naas General Hospital (NGH) and Tallaght Hospital (AMiINCH) was given as
follows:

(1) 10 sessions (NGH), 1 session (AMINCH); (2) 10 sessions (NGH), 1 session
(AMINCH); (3) 7 sessions (NGH), 4 sessions (AMiINCH).

e It was confirmed that forthcoming discussions regarding mental health services in our
Board’s area will take members’ concerns into consideration for next year’s development
proposals in this regard.

e The outcome of a pilot scheme carried out in the Northern Area Health Board regarding
the distribution of flu vaccines will be reviewed.
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e Inresponse to an issue raised by Cllr. C. McGrath, the Chief Executive agreed to review
plans lodged by the Blackrock Clinic with South Dublin County Council concerning the
proposed development of a private hospital in the Clondalkin area.

The Chief Executive’s report was noted.

108/2001
MATTERS FOR MENTION/MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

Cllr. J. Reilly requested a copy of correspondence from the Environmental Health Services to
school bus providers, schools and parents regarding underage smoking.

109/2001
PROGRESS REPORT FROM STANDING COMMITTEES

On a proposal by ClIr. J. Reilly, seconded by Mr. P. Aspell, the progress report from the
Primary Care and Acute Services Standing Committee was adopted.

110/2001
PROGRESS REPORT FROM PROTOCOL AND PROCEDURES COMMITTEE

On a proposal by Cllr. J. Reilly, seconded by Sen. T. Ridge, the progress report from the
Protocol and Procedures Committee was adopted.

111/2001
CORRESPONDENCE

The item of correspondence, as referred to in the Chief Executive’s report, was noted by
members.

112/2001
SCHEDULE OF VISITS FOR BOARD MEMBERS AND STANDING COMMITTEE
MEETINGS (OCTOBER 2001)

The schedule of visits for Board Members and Standing Committee meetings for October
2001 which was circulated with the agenda papers was noted by members.

A brief discussion followed regarding a meeting of representatives of the Protocol and
Procedures Committees of the three Area Health Boards and the Eastern Regional Health
Authority which was due to be held after the Board Meeting.

113/2001
DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING

The next meeting of the Board will be held on Tuesday, 6" November, 2001 at 2.00 p.m. in
the South Western Area Health Board Headquarters, Oak House, Millennium Park, Naas, Co.
Kildare.
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CORRECT: P. DONNELLY
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER

CHAIRMAN



