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INTRODUCTION 

This volume of statistical information relevant to the health services is designed to give a comprehensive 
picture of the services that are available and the extent of their use. 

The tables have been selected firstly to measure services as they are now available or activities as they 
are now performed; secondly to measure changes that have taken place in these services or activities over a 
period of years; thirdly to compare the Irish figures with corresponding figures for other countries. 

The information is set out in a number of separate sections. Section A contains a selection of tables on 
population and vital statistics which are closely related to the health services. 

Each of the Sections B to G represents a programme of the health services and contains statistical 
information relevant to that programme, together with a brief description of the services provided. The 
following programmes are dealt with: 

Section B-Community Protection Programme 
Section C-Community Health Services 
Section D-Community Welfare S e ~ c e s  
Section E-Psychiatric Services 
Section F-Services for the Handicapped 
Section G-General Hospital Services 

Sections H, J and K provide information on manpower, expenditure and eligibility for services 
respectively. 

In general, the information contained in the tables is based on returns made to the Department of 
Health. Whenever a table is based on a source other than the Department of Health, this is indicated. 
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SECTION A 

POPULATION AND VITAL STATISTICS 

Population 
Tables are presented on the population of the State, a distribution by health board area and 

international comparison. Results from the census of population conducted in 1981 record a 
population of 3,443,405 persons on census night, an increase of 2.23% over the 1979 population. 
There was a population increase in each health board area. Over one-third of the population of the 
State now live in the Eastern Health Board area. 

Life Tables 
The latest set of life tables for Ireland relate to the period 1970-1972 and are based on the 1971 

Census of Population. From these tables it can be seen that the life expectancy at birth for a male is 
68.8 years and 73.5 years for a female. The longevity of  the female relative to the male is experienced 
in all countries. Table A7 compares life expectancies in Ireland with those in other European 
countries. 

Births 
The crude birth rate had been increasing over the past number of years but this trend was reversed in 

1981 when the rate fell to 21.0 from 21.9 in 1980. At present the Irish rate is very high by European 
standards and at a time when some European countries have reached, or are close to, negative natural 
increase, it is of interest to note that the excess of births over deaths in Ireland leads to an annual growth of 
over 1% in the size of the total population. Tables are presented showing the national picture together with 
regional and international comparisons. 

Marriages 
There was a rapid increase in the marriage rate -number of marriages per 1,000 population - in 

the late 'sixties and early 'seventies. The rate was 5.8 in 1966,6.1 in 1967.6.5 in 1968,7.0 in 1969 and 
rose to a peak of 7.5 in 1973. Since 1973 the rate declined each year to 1977 when it was 6.0. Since 
then it has fluctuated. It was 6.2 in 1979, the 1980 rate was 6.3, while the 1981 rate has fallen back to 6.0 
mamages per 1,000 population. 

Mortality 
The number of deaths registered in 1981 was 32,410. This gives a crude death rate of 9.4 which shows a 

slight decrease over the previous year. The principal cause of death was circulatory disease accounting for 
50% of all deaths; approximately 19% of all the deaths were due to cancer and nearly 2% can be 
accounted for bv motor vehicle accidents. Tables are   resented showine the national ~icture with regional - 
and international comparisons. 

TABLE Al 

POPULATION OF IRELASD. MAIN CHARACTERISTICS 1%1. 1966. 1971 AND 1979 

Total population 

Aze groups: 
... Percentage aged 0-14 ... ... ... . . . -  

15-64 ... ... ... ... . 
65 and over ... ... ... . 
75 and aver  ... ... ... ... 

Dependency rolio: 
(number of persons aged 0 ~ 1 4  and 65 and over ar a percentage of 

... those aged 15-64) ... ... ... ... 73.3 

31.1 
57.7 
11.2 
4.2 

Monral srolus: 
Percentage aged 15 and aver who are 

... ... Single ... ... ... 
Married ... ... ... ... ... 

... Widowed ... ... ... ... 

43.6 
47.5 
8.9 

Densrry: 
Number of person5 per square mile ... ... ... ... 106 

Sourcr: Central Statistics Office. 



TABLE A2 

POPULATION OF EACH HEALTH BOARD AREA BY AGE AND BY SEX, 1979 

. .  ~ 

0-14yearr ... 
Number 15-44 years ... 

45-64 vears ... 
65-74;ears ... 
75 years and over 

0-14years ... 
Percentage 15-44 years ... 

... 45-64 years 
65-74 years . .  
75 years and aver 

Morirol slofus (persons 
aged 15 yeors and over) 

Sinele ... 
Number ~ a & d  ... 

Widowed ... 
Single ... 

Percentage Married ... 
Widowed ... 

Dependency ratio . . . . . .  
(number of  persons aged 
0-14 years and aged 65 
years or over as a propor- 
tion of those aged 15-64 
years) 

Source: Central Sratistics 0 

- 
North- 
Eastern 
-- 
280,946 

89,164 
112,322 
50.176 
18.930 
10,354 

31.7 
40.0 
17.9 
6.7 
3.7 

73,298 
103,711 
14,773 

38.? 
54.1 
7.7 

72.9 

TABLE A3 

- 
South- 
Eastern 
-- 
366,788 

115,780 
144,799 
65,883 
25,781 
14,545 

31.6 
39.5 
18.0 
7.0 
4.0 

96.189 
134,742 
20,077 

38.3 
53.7 
8.0 

74.1 

Youtherr 

516,474 

155,233 
206,314 
94,520 
39,270 
21,137 

30.1 
39.9 
18.3 
7.6 
4.1 

141,509 
190,755 
28,977 

39.2 
52.8 
8.0 

71.7 

Ireland 
- 
,368,217 

,029,908 
,381,066 
595,868 
232,071 
129,304 

30.6 
41.0 
17.7 
6.9 
3.8 

913,156 
,246,668 
178,485 

39.1 
53.3 
7.6 

70.4 

Eastern ... ... ... ... 3 

TOTAL POPULATION OF EACH HEALTH BOARD AREA, 1 x 1 ,  1966, 1971, 1979 AND 1981 

Midland ... ... ... ... . .  I 
Mid-Western ... ... ... ... 
~or th-€as te rn  ... ... ... .~~ . .  i 

Health Board 

North-Western . . ... ... ... 1 

1961 1 1966 1 1971 1 1979 1981 

South-Eastern ... ... ... ... 
Southern ... ... ... ... ... 
Western ... ... ... ... ... 

TABLE A4 

ESTIMATED POPULATION BY SEX. EACH YEAR 1971 TO 1982 

Total ... ... ... ... ... 

Estimated Population 000's 
Year I-- ---- Percentage increase 

Males Females ! Total over ~revious  year 

Source: Central Statistics Office. 

2.818.341 

(O Census. (a) provisional. 
The figures in this table relate to April of each year. 
Source: Central Statistics Office. 

1971 (C) ... ... 
1972 ... ... ... 
1973 ... ... ... 
1974 ... ... ... 
1975 ... ... ... 
1976 ... ... ... 
1977 ... ... ... 
1978.. . . .  ... 
1979(C) ... ... 
1980(a) ... ... 

... ... 

2,884,002 

1,496 
1,519 
1,543 
1,569 
1,597 
1,622 
1.w 
1,665 
1,693 
1,709 
1.729 
1,750 

2,978,248 3,368,217 

1.54 
1.59 
1.66 
1.70 
1.57 
1.33 
1.28 
1.72 
0.98 
1.23 
1.16 

I 

1,482 2,978 
1.505 3,024 
1,529 3.072 
1,554 3,123 
1,579 3,176 
1,604 1 3,226 

3,443,405 

1,625 
1,646 
1,675 
1.692 
1,714 
1,733 

3.269 
3.311 
3,368 
3,401 
3.443 
3,483 



TABLE A5 

LIFE EXPECTANCY: EXPECTATION OF LIFE AT SELECTED AGFS FROM 1940 TO 1970 
I Period 

POPULATIOK: TOTAL POPULATION AND PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION BY AGE FOR EEC COUNTRB.  1981 

Mder : 
Number of additional years a person can expect lo libe 

A 

... a1 age ... ... 

Country 
... ... Belgium (a) ... 

Fm,de.r: 
 umber of additional years a perion can erpccc to 

... ... ... liveat age ... ... 0 
I 

Total 
Population 

'000 

9,852.4 

Percentage aged 

2' 
45 
65 
75 

Source: Ccntral Statiiric5 Office. 

... ... ... Denmark 

... ... ... ... France 

... 

0-14 1 15-44 
years year: 

20 .0  42.8 

l l F E  LXPFC.TA\CY: I . lW EXPECTA'iCY ,AT SEI.FC'Tt;l) AGES FOR EEC COUNTRIES 

... Denmark ... 

... France ... . . 

C;cnnan Federal Kcpuhl~c ... 

... (ircccc ... . . 

... Indand ... ... 

... ltal! ... . . , 

l u\enlhoorp ... ... 

... Ncihrrland5 

L m e d  Kingdom ... ... 

Soi,~rq Demoyaphic Stariit 

5,121.6 20 .3  43.9 21.3 
53,962.7 22.1 , 43.0 ' 21.2 

45-64 
years 

22 .8  

I ifc erpecranc: 

I 

1'4.5 
1'3.7 

65 years 
and over 

14.4 

German Federal Republic 61,682.0 17 .5  I 44.7  1 22.5  
... ... ... 9,729.4 I 22.4  , 40.9  23.5 Greece 

... ... . j 3,443.4 30 .1  42.  I 17 .2  Ireland (a) 
... ... ... ... 57,195.5 21.4 42 .4  22.6 Italy 
... ... Luxembourg ... 365.5 18 .6  44 .9  22 .9  
... Netherlands ... ... 14,247.2 21 .8  46 .7  19 .9  
... United Kingdom 56,020.0 20.6 41 .9  22 .4  . . . . . .  

rears o f  

15.3 
13 .2  
10.6 
13 .6  
13.6 
11 .6  
15.1 

Excess of 
female life 

Source: Demographicstatistics 1981: Eurostat 1983 
(a) Eurostat Estimate 
(b) The age distribution for Belgium relates to 1980. 



TABLE A8 

VITAL STATISTICS 1971-1981 

-,. .,.*. 

populat~on ... 22.7 
Illeaitimate births- 

-as a percentage of 
heb i r t h s  . / 2.7 

Still-births-number 881 
-per 1,000 live and 

still births ... 12.9 

Marriages: 
-number ... 22,014 
-rate per 1,OW 

population ... 7.4 

Dearhs: 
-number ... 31,890 
-rate per 1,000 

~ooulation ... 10.7 
-number aged un- 1 

der 1 year 
-number aged un- 

der4weeks ... 
-number of perina- 

tal deaths ... 1,558 
-Infant mortality 

rate per 1,000 live 
births . . . '  17.97 

-Nee-natal martal- 
ity rate per 1,000 
live bicths . 1 12.2 

-Pennatal monal- 
ity rate per 1,000 
liveand still births 1 22.8 

TABLE A9 

BIRTHS: NUMBERS AND RATES. AGE AT MATERNITY, PREVIOUS CHILDREN AND PLACE OF 
OCCURRENCE 1961, 1971 AND 1981 

Total number oflive births ... ... ... ... 
Crude birth rate(per 1,000 ~opulation) ... ... . ~ 

ILLEGITIMATE BIRTHS 
Total number ... ... ... ... ... 
Asa percentage oftotal births ... ... ... 
AGE AT MATERNITY 

PREVIOUS CHILDREN 
... Percent of births to mothers with no previous children 

Percent of births to mothers with 1.2 or 3 previous children 
Percent of births to mothers with 4 or more previous 

... children ... ... ... ... ... 
PLACEOFOCCURRENCE 
Percent of births which were domiciliary ... ... 
(a) 1979 figure. 
Source: Central Statistics Office. 



TABLE A10 

BIRTHS: NUMBER AND RATES IN HEALTH BOARD AREAS 1981 

-~ 

(a) 1979. 
Note: "Births registered" refers to births that were registered (i.e. occurred) in an area while "births assigned" transfers births 

to the area of residence o f  the mother. 
Source: Central Statistics Office. 

Number ofbirthsassigned ... 
Rate per 1,000 population 
AREAOFOCCURRENCE 
Numbrr of births registered 
Births registered as a 
percentage of births assigned 
ILLEGITIMATE BIRTHS 
As a percentage of total 
births (a) ... 
LEGITIMATE BIRTHS 
Number per 1,000 married 

... womenaged15-49(a) 

TABLE AI I 

BIRTHS: CRUDE BIRTH RATE AND ILLEGITIMATE BIRTH RATE FOR EEC COUNTRIES 1960, 1910 AND I981 

I Live births I Illegitimate births per 
1.W total births 

1 1970 1 1 9 8 1  

Eastern 

25,415 
21.3 

27,854 

109.6 

6.5 

151.1 

per 1,000 population 1 

Belgium ... ... 
Denmark ... ... 
France ... ... ... 
German Federal Republic ... 
Greece ... ... ... 
Ireland ... ... ... 

Midland 

4,352 
21.5 

2,816 

64.7 

3.7 

174.0 

Netherlands . .  ... 18.3 
United Kingdom . . . . . .  "' ... 1 : 1 16.3 

(a) provisional figure; (b) 1978. 
Source: Demographic Statistics 1981. Eurostar 1983. 

Mid 
Western 

6,845 
22.2 

6,691 

97.8 

3.8 

165.8 

TABLE A12 

MARRIAGES: NUMBER; AGE AT MARRIAGE; MODE OF CELEBRATION; FUTURE RESIDENCE; 
1961. 1971 AND 1981 

1 1981 

North 
Eastern 

6,375 
22.1 

5,387 

84.5 

3.0 

170.6 

Total number of marriages ... ... ... ... ... ... 
Number per 1 ,WO population . . : . . .  ... ... ... ... 
AGE AT MARRIAGE 
Average age of bride (in years) ... ... ... ... ... ... 
Average age of groom (in years) ... ... .., ... ... 
MODE OF CELEBRATION 
Percentage of marriages which were Catholic ... ... ... ... 

\-, .,,,. 
Source: Central Statistics Office. 

TABLE A13 

North 
Western 

4,096 
19.7 

3,881 

MARRIAGES AND AGE AT MARRIAGE IN HEALTH BOARD AREAS 1981 

Mid North North ' South / Eastern 1 Midland I Western / Eastern 1 Western / Eastern 1 Southern 1 Western Ireland 

South 
Eastern 

8,086 
21.6 

7,408 

Southern 

10,567 
20.1 

10,665 

IW.9 

3.9 

166.0 

Western 

6,619 
19.4 

7.653 

115.6 

3.0 

168.9 

94.8 

2.5 

177.3 

Ireland 

72,355 
21.0 

72,355 

100.0 

4.6 

163.1 

91.6 

4.3 

170.8 

Numberofmarriages Marriage rate per 1,000 ... 8 lmT;l,;4 1,753 1.139 

5.5 
24.8 
27.3 

0. I 
24.5 
26.4 

2,397 

6.4 
23.6 
26.4 

24.3 i4.3 
26.6 

population . 6.1 
~verageageofbride(a1 ... 2 4 . 0  
Averageageof groom (a) ... 

3,019 

5.7 
24.4 
26.6 25.8 

2,095 

6.1 
I 
27.4 

20,550 

6.0 
24.3 
26.5 



TABLE A15 

MORTALITY: NUMBERS AND RATES BY SELECTED CAUSES OF  DEATH 1%1.1971 AND 1981 

TABLE A14 

MARRIAGES: CRUDE MARRIAGE RATE AND AVERAGE AGE AT MARRIAGE IN EEC COUNTRIES 1960 AND 
1981 

... Number of deaths ... ... ... ... 
Cmdedeath rate (per 1,000population) . . . . . .  ... 

Country 

Belgium ... ... ... 
Denmark ... ... ... 
France ... ... ... 
German Federal depublic . . . . . .  
Greece ... ... ... ... 
Ireland ... ... ... ... 
Italy ... ... ... ... 

... Luxembourg ... ... 

... Netherlands ... ... 

. . . . . .  United Kingdom ... 

INFANT MORTALITY 
Infant deaths (live born infants under I year) ... ... 
Infant mortality rate(per 1,000 live births) ... 
Neo-natal deaths (deaths of live born infants a&d under 4 

... weeks) ... ... 
~eo-na t a l  mortality raie (per l;bbolive bi;ths) ... 
Perinatal mortality rate (fetal deaths at or over 28 
weeks gestation plus deaths of live-born infants aged under 
I weekper 1 ,Wliveand still births) ... ... ... 
MATERNAL DEATHS 
Number of deaths ... ... ... ... 
Rate (per IOO,W live births) . . . . . .  ... ... 
DISEASES OF  CIRCULATORY SYSTEM 

... Number of deaths ... ... ... ... 
Rate (per 100,000 population) . . . . . .  ... ... 

(a): 1979; (b): 1980 n.a. = not available. 
Source: Demographic Statistics 1981: Eurastat 1983 

CANCER 
Number of deaths ... ... 

. . . . . .  Rate @er 100,000 population) ... ... 

Marriages per 
1,000 population 

MOTOR VEHICLE ACCIDENTS 
Number of deaths ... ... ... ... 
Rate@er 100,000popu'lation) . . . . . .  ... ... 

Average age (in years) 
at marriage 

1960 

7.2 
7.8 
7.0 
9.4 
7.0 
5.5 
7.6 
7.1 
7.8 
7.5 

TUBERCULOSIS 
Number of deaths ... ... ... 
Rate @er 100,000 podGatlon) . . . . . .  ... ... 
(a) 1979. 

1981 

6.5 
5.0 
5.8 
5.8 
7.3 
6.0 
5.5 
5.5 
6.0 
7.2 

1 Male 

1960 

27.9 
28.3 
28.0 
28.5 
28.8 
30.9 
29.2 
".a. 
28.5 
28.3 

Female 

1981 

2 6 4 ~ )  
31.4 ' 

27.l(b) 
29.3 
27.7 
26.5(a) 
27.7(b) 
27.6 
27.6 
29.4 

1960 

25.2 
24.7 
25.2 
25.2 
24.6 
27.2 
25.1 
".a. 
25.6 
25.3 

I981 

23.9(a) 
28.4 
24.6(b) 
26.1 
22.7 
24.3(a) 
24.l(a) 
24.5 
24.8 
26.7 



TABLE A16 

,USES OF DEATH IN THE HEALTH BOARD AREAS MORTALKY: NUMBERS AND RATES BY SELECTED 
I' - 

Mid 
Jestern 

10.4 

65 
9.5 

48 
7.0 

1,700 

551.6 

566 

183.6 

69 

22.4 

- 
Eastern 
- 
9.147 

7.6 

312 
12.3 

195 
7.7 

4,183 

350.1 

2,038 

170.6 

South 
.astern - 
3,747 

10.0 

70 
8.7 

40 
4.9 

1.949 

520.3 

701 

187.1 

63 

16.8 

Total deaths ... ... 
Crude death rate (per 1.000 
population) ... ... 

NEO-NATAL 
MORTALITY 
Number of deaths ... 

... Rate (per 1.000 live births) 

CIRCULATORY SYSTEM 
Number of deaths ... 
Rate (per 100,000 popula- 
tion) 

CANCER 
Number of deaths ... 
Rate (per 100,000 popula- 
tion) ... ... 
MOTOR VEHICLE ACCIDENTS 
Number of deaths 
Rate (per 1 0 0 , G  1 
population) 

TABLE A17 

MORTALITY: INTERNATIONAI. COMPARISON OF DEATH RATES BY PRINCIPAL CAUSES 
LATEST AVAILABLE YEAR 

Infant Peri- Cancer Heart Tuber- 
nortality natal death disease culosis 

mortal it^ rate death death 

popula- 
tion) 

11.6 (d) 
10.9 (e) 
10.3 (e) 
11.7 (e) 
9.1 (d) 
9.4 (e) 
9.7 (dl 

11.4 (d) 
8.1 (4 

11.8 (d) 
10.9 (dl 
12.4 (e) 

Belgium ... ... . . .  
. . .  ... Denmark . . .  

... France ... ... ... 
German Federal Republic ... 
Greece ... ... ... . . .  
Ireland ... . . .  ... ... 

... Ilal? ... ... . . .  

. . .  Luxembourg ... ... 

... Netherlands ... ... 
United Kingdom: 

Eneland and Walei ... ... 
Northern Ireland ... ... 
Scotland . . .  . . .  ... 

(a) 1977 (b) 1978 (c) 1979 (d) 1980 (el 1981 
Infant Mortality: Deaths under I year of age 
Perinatal Mortality: Deaths under 1 week plus late fetal deaths 
Cause of death for German Federal Republic, Ireland, Luxembourg, Netherlands 
accordance with ICD-9 Basic Tabulation List 

Tuberculosis: 0 2 0 6 2 9  
Cancer: 08&179 
Hean disease: 251-289 

For the remaining countries the ICD-8 abbreviated list has been used: 
Tuberculons: A6-A10 

12.2 (d) 
8.4 (d) 

10.0 (d) 
12.6 (e) 
17.9 (d) 
10.6 (e) 
14.3 (d) 
10.6 (d) 
8.2 (e) 

12.0 (d) 14.8 (c) 265.1 (d) 401.7 (d) 1.3 (d) 
3 d / 1 8 3  b 1 9 6  b 1 387.8 (b) I I:: 8 
11.2 (e) 14.2 (c) 273.4 (e) 429.2 (e) 

257.9 (a) 
275.2 (d) 
236.0 (b) 
266.9 (d) 
173.3 (c) 
178.8 (e) 
206.7 (b) 
259.0 (d) 
220.3 (d) 

14.7 (c) 
9.0 (d) 

13.6 (d) 
11.6 (d) 
21.2 (c) 
16.2 (c) 
18.7 (c) 
12.3 (c) 
12.0 (c) 

and United Kingdom is 

322.6 (a) 
377.4 (d) 
244.1 (b) 
381.1 (d) 
209.2 (c) 
339.6 (c) 
291.2 (b) 
300.5 (d) 
259.4 (d) 

classified in 

3.4 (a) 
1.4 (d) 
4.6 (b) 
2.5 (d) 
3.1 (c) 
2.6 (e) 
3.4 (b) 
0.8 (dl 
0.3 (d) 

Cancer: A45-A61 
Heart Disease: A81-A84 

Source: World Health Statistics 1982: W.H.O. 



TABLE A18 

INFANT MORTALITY: INFANT, NEO-NATAL AND PERINATAL MORTALITY RATES FOR EEC COUNTRIES 
1970 AND 1981 

... Belgium ... ... 

... Denmark ... ... 

... France ... ... 
German Federal depubhc . . . . . .  

... Greece ... ... ... 

... Ireland ... ... ... 

... Italv ... ... ... 

-~ ~ 

Infant mortality 
rate 

~uiemaourg ... ... 
... ... Netherlands ... "' I 

United Kingdom . . . . . .  ... 
(a) 1978: (hj laan 
Source: Der 

,", .,V" 

nographic Statistics 198 1: Eurostat: 1983 

Nea-natal 
mortality rate 

1970 / 1981 

8.6 (a) 

5.8 (b) 
7.8 (b) 

12.8 
20.6 11.1 
16.8 6.8 
9.5 5.1 

12.5 7.7 (b) 

Perinatal 
mortalitv rate 

15.4 (a) 

12.9 (b) 
26.4 
27.4 
24.2 14.9 (b) 
31.2 
24.7 11.1 
18.6 10.4 
23.8 13.4 (b) 



SECTION B 

COMMUNITY PROTECTION PROGRAMME 

Child Health Services 
The child health services may be divided into services for pre-school children and services for 

children at national schools. The pre-school service is based on a comprehensive developmental 
naediatric examination of children at the a~proximate ages of 6-10 months, 12-18 months and 24 ~ ~ - - ~ - ~  - - ~ ~  
months. These examinations take place at a loca l  health centre. At present this service is mainly 
confined to towns with populations of 5,000 and over. 

The school health service is based on a comprehensive medical examination of school entrants and 
further examinations of older children selected on the basis of information furnished about them by 
their parents and other interested persons. Normally this examination is conducted at the school by a 
medical team. 

Four tables (Tables B1 to B4) are presented showing the use made of these services in 1980. 

Supervision of food and drugs 
The health boards, acting through their health inspectors, see to it that certain hygiene standards 

are maintained in the manufacture, preparation, sale and serving of food. The monitoring of drugs 
with regard to side-effects and their safety for human use is the responsibility of the National Drugs 
Advisory Board which was established in 1966. Tables B8 and B9 deal with samples. 

Other Services 
Two tables are presented on infectious diseases. Table B5 shows the number of persons receiving 

immunisation against diphtheria, poliomyelitis and rubella (German measles) and expresses these 
numbers as a percentage of the target population while Table 86 deals with the number of new cases 
of tuberculosis notified each year from 1960 to 1981. 

Newborn infants are tested for Phenylketonuria (P.K.U.), and for other congenital metabolic 
errors. Table 87 shows the number of tests carried out and the incidence of these conditions. 

TABLE 61 

PRE-SCHOOL CHILD HEALTH SERVICES: NUMBER EXAMINED AT DEVELOPMENTAL PAEDIATRIC 
CLINICS: 1980. 

6 months examination I I 

--7---- 
I 

12 months I 24 months 
1 , examination ) examination I ' ' AS a percentage 1- , Total number of 

Health Board I Number I of eligible children Number 1 children examined 
- 

Eastern . . .  16,048 77 1 5,135 23,594 
Midland ... . . . I 766 1 67 657 1,547 
Mid-Western . 1 3,110 1 59 1 2,069 1 500 5,679 
North-Eastern ... 1,910 84 1 1,675 1,148 4,733 
North-Western ... 1 1,099 1 84 157 1 1,295 
South-Eastern ... 4,341 96 1 215 1 1,585 6,141 
Southern ... . 3,824 
Western ... . . . 1,829 - 
Total ... . . . 1 32,927 

15 144 59 
40 I 470 114 

4,021 
2.4 13 

73 5,980 10,522 49,429 



TABLE B2 

PRE-SCHOOL CHI1 U HEALTH SER\ ICES: \l.UBERS REQCIRI\ti FL'HTHEH ATTF.\TlOh AFTLH 
UEVELOPMENTAI. PAEnlATRlC EXA.WI\ATIOSS 1980. 

Children requirine further attention 

TABLE B3 

SCHOOL HEALTH SERVICES: NUMBER OF CHILDREN EXAMINED BY TYPE OF  EXAMINATION 1980. 

Cateaorv of examinations 

Health Board As a percentage 
Entrants Selective Other Total of national 

! school children 

TABLE 84 

SCHOOL HEALTH SERVICES: NEW ENTRANTS EXAMINATION. 1980 

Health Board 

Eastern ... 
Midland ... 
Mid-Western ... 
North-Eastern ... 
North-Western .. . 
South-Eastern ... 
Southern ... 
Western ... 
Total ... 

Estimated 
Number of 

New 
Entrants 

22,384 
4,204 
6,368 
6,024 
4,167 
7,888 

10,337 
6,691 

' 68,063 

New Entrants examined 

Number 

22,901 
2,325 
4,900 
7,632 
4,178 
6,689 

10,104 
6,721 

65,450 

Requiring further attention 

Percentage 
of all new 
Entrants 

102 
55 
77  

127 
100 
85 
98 

100 

96 

Number 

7,432 
1,291 
1,824 
2,225 
1,309 
2,560 
3,987 
2,369 

22,997 

Percentage 
of number 
examined 

3 1 
33 

29 
53  
3 1 
32  

35 
39 

34 



TABLE B5 

IMMUNISATION AGAINST DIPHTHERIA, POLIOMYELITIS AND RUBELLA 1980 AND 1981 

DIPHTHERIA 
Total number of completed courses of immunisation on  children under 2 yearsof age 
Number o f  immunisations o f  children under 2 as a percentage o f  births in the 

... previous year ... ... ... ... ... ... ... . 
POLIOMYELITIS 

Number of immunisatians ... ... ... ... ... 
Nur?ber of  immunisations o f  children under 2 as a percentage of birihs in tc 
prev~ous year ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 

TABLE 8 6  

1980 

59,187 

83 

RUBELLA (Immunisation of girls aged 12-14 years) 
Number of immunisations ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 
Number o f  immunisations as a percentage ofglrls aged 12 years . . . . . .  ... 

METABOLIC ERRORS SCREENING PROGRAMME 1965-1982 

I981 

66,212 

89 

61.285 

72 

69,497 

76 

(a) Estimate 

27,126 
85 

Source; National Screening Laboratory. 

31,756(a) 
96 

Condition 

TABLE B7 

NUMBER OF NEW CASES OF TUBERCULOSIS NOTIFIED EACH YEAR, 1960 TO 1981 

Year 

1960 
1961 
1962 
1963 
1964 
1965 
1966 
1967 
1968 
1969 
1970 
1971 
1972 
1973 
1974 
1975 
1976 
1977 
1978 
1979 
1980 
1981 

Respiratory 

2,497 
2,395 
2.236 
1,883 
1,717 
1,508 
1,537 
1,355 
1.278 
1,090 
1,136 
ad7 

Screening in 1982 

Number of 
specimens 

tested 

Total screening since 1967 

Incidence 
during 
1982 

Screening 
began 

Number a< 
specimens 

tested 

Incidence 
to date 



TABLE 88 

NUMBER OF SAMPLES SUBMITTED FOR ANALYSIS DURING 1982 

1 Food 1 1 

TABLE B9 

Water/ 
Effluent Totals Formal 

Dublin Regional Analyst ... 
GalwayRegionalAnalyst ... 
Cork Regional Analyst ... ... 
Totals . , . ... ... 

Informal 

810 
368 
117 

1,295 

RESULTS OF ANALYSIS OF FOOD SAMPLES EXAMINED DURING 1982 

Totals ... ... ... ... 1 446 I 8,679 1 184 I 499 

Submitted by 
Public 

Total number of 
food sam~les 

Dublin Regional Analyst ... ... 
Galway Regional Analyst ... ... 
Cork Regional Analyst ... ... 

2,465 
2,454 
2,465 

7,384 

Total number of food samples 
contravening regulations 

282 
162 

2 

282 
162 

2 

446 

3,275 
2,822 
2,582 

2,580 
3,925 
2.004 

8,509 

6,137 
6,909 
4,588 

17,634 

157 
26 

1 

104 
254 
141 



SECTION C 

COMMUNITY HEALTH SERVICES 

General Medical Services 
This service, which provides for visits to general practitioners and the supply of prescribed drugs, 

medicines and appliances, is available free of charge to persons with Category I eligibility i.e. medical 
card holders, together with their dependants. 

Under the scheme an eligible person registers with a doctor of his choice from a list of doctors 
participating in the scheme. Payment to doctors is by way of fee per service where the fee varies 
between surgery and different types of domiciliary visits. Prescribed medicines are supplied by retail 
pharmacists. The General Medical Services (Payments) Board, which is a joint board composed of 
officers from the health boards and from the Department of Health, calculates and makes payments 
to doctors and pharmacists. Tables CI and C2 give details of the operation of the scheme. Section K 
contains further particulars of persons categorised by eligibility status. 

Refund towards the cost of drugs scheme 
Persons who do not have Category I eligibility are entitled to a refund on the cost of prescribed 

medicines over a certain limit. Since the 1st March 1983, a refund is made for the excess of expenditure 
over f 23 on medicines for use in respect of any calendar month. The number of claims under the scheme is 
given in Table C3. 

Long-term illness scheme 
Persons suffering from certain long-term diseases and disabilities can obtain drugs and medicines 

necessary for the treatment of these conditions free of charge through retail pharmacists. 
This service is available to all those not covered by medical cards. Table C4 list the diseases and 

disabilities which are covered by the scheme and shows the number of persons in each category. 

Home nursing 
The home nursing service is provided by the health boards through public health nurses who are 

specially trained in the field of community medicine. In addition to liaising with doctors and other 
health personnel in the area, the public health nurses have a special interest in domiciliary midwifery, 
domiciliary nursing of the aged and handicapped and the public health care of children and young 
infants. Particulars on the number of public health nurses is given in Section H. 

Maternity and infant care scheme 
This scheme which provides for medical care (in relation to the pregnancy) for expectant mothers 

and also for medical care for infants of up to six weeks is available free of charge to persons with 
Category I or I1 eligibility. The scheme is operated through private general practitioners who are paid 
fees for the service by the health board. Normally, the expectant mother chooses her own general 
practitioner and makes at least 6 visits before confinement and 2 visits afterwards. Table C5 gives 
details of the number of women availing of the scheme in each health board area. 

Dental, ophthalmic and aural services 
Health Board dental services are provided mainly by whole-time dentists employed by the boards. 

In 1979, an arrangement was introduced under which adult patients may be authorised by their health 
board to receive treatment from a private dentist who has entered into agreement with the board to 
treat eligible patients in their own surgeries on a fee per item basis. 

Ophthalmic community services are provided by ophthalmologists employed by the health boards. 
A sight-testing scheme was introduced in 1979, under which eligible adults may have their sight tested 
by ophthalmologists, ophthalmic medical practitioners and ophthalmic opticians in private practice 
who have entered into agreements with boards to examine eligible patients in their private practice 
premises. Where glasses are prescribed for an eligible person, they may he dispensed by a dispenser of 
the patient's choice from among those who have agreed with health boards to provide this service. 

The community aural services are primarily concerned with the ascertainment and assessment of 
hearing loss, particularly among children. Where hearing aids are prescribed, they are supplied 
through the National Rehabilitation Board. 

Tables C6 to C9 show the demand made on each of these services together with an estimate of the 
population served by a fluoridated water supply. 



TABLE C1 

PERSONS COVERED BY MEDICAL CARDS - PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION BY DISTANCE FROM DOCTOR, 
31 DECEMBER, 1981 

Health Board Area 

Eastern ... ... 
Midland ... ... 
Mid-Western ... 
North-Eastern ... 
North-Westem ... 
South-Eastem . , . 
Southern ... ... 
Westem ... ... 
Total ... ... 

Source: Report of the Gen 

Up to 3 miles 

90.9 
53.8 
60.1 
53.4 
39.0 
57.8 
58.2 
36.7 

59.6 

I Medical Services 

Distance from Doctor 

3 to 7 miles 
- 

7 to 10 miles 

ayments) Board 1981. 

LO miles or aver 

0.4 
0.8 
0.8 
0.6 
4.7 
1.5 
6.0 
6.7 

2.8 

Total 

100.0 
100.0 
100.0 
100.0 
100.0 
100.0 
100.0 
100.0 

100.0 

TABLE C? 

PERSONS COVERED BY MEDICAL CARDS: AVERAGE NUMBER OF CONSULTATIONS PER PERSON 
DURING 1981. 

TABLE C3 

Health Board Area 

Eastern ... ... ... 
Midland ... ... ... 
Mid-Western ... ... ... 
North-Eastem ... ... ... 
North-Western ... ... ... 
South-Eastern ... ... ... 
Southern ... ... ... 
Western ... ... ... 

Total ... ... ... 

Source: Report of the General Medical Services (Payments) Board 1981 

- ~p 

Location of Consultation 

REFUND OF COST OF DRUGS SCHEME - AVERAGE NUMBER OF CLAIMS PER MONTH BY HEALTH 
BOARD AREA 1980 AND 1981. 

Surgery 

Health Board area 

Eastern . . . . . . .  ... ... ... 
Midland ... ... ... ... ... ... Mid-Westem ... ... ... 

... North-Eastern ... ... 

... North-Western ... ... ... 

... South-Eastern ... ... ... 
Southem ... ... ... ... ... 
Western ... ... ... ... ... 
Total ... ... ... ... ... 

Dorniciliqry 

1980 

14,700 
1,545 
2,324 
2,396 
4,064 
6,679 
1,197 
1,727 -- 

3'4,632 

Total 

- 

- 

6.54 
6.12 
5.78 
6.14 
5.71 
5.50 
6.36 
5.67 

6.03 

5.06 
5.08 
4.79 
5.04 
4.47 
4.23 
5.08 
4.71 

4.82 

1.48 
1.04 
0.99 
1.10 
1.24 
1.27 
1.28 
0.96 

1.21 



TABLE C4 

LONG-TERM ILLNESS SCHEME - NUMBER OF PERSONS AVAILING BY MEDICAL CONDITION, 1980 AND 
1981 

Condition 

Mental Handicap ... ... ... 
Mental illness (children onlyj" ... ... 
Phen~lketonuriaiP.K.U.1 ... ... ... 
CystkFibrosis . . . .  ... ... 
Spina ~ifida/~ydrocephalu;" ... ... 
Haemophilia ... ... ... ... 
Cerebral Palsv ... ... ... ... 
Epilepsy . . . . . . .  ... ... ... 
Diabetes ... ... ... ... ... 
Multiple Sclerosis . . . . . .  ... ... 
MuscularDystrophies ... ... ... 
Parkinsonism ... ... ... 
Acute Leukaemia (children d&) ... ... 
Total ... ... ... . . ... 

TABLE C5 

NUMBER OF WOMEN WHO RECEIVED CARE UNDER THE MATERNITY AND INFANT 
CARE SYSTEM, 1981 

Health Board Area 

TABLE C6 

COMMUSITY DENTAL SERVICES: NUMBERS AND RATES 1979 AND 1980 

CHILDREN (mainly national rchoal children) 
E~timatednumberofchi ldrentreated ... ... ... 
Estimated rate per 1.000 national school children . . . . . .  
Number of fillings ... ... ... ... 
Averagenumber of filli&s per child ... ... ... 
Number of extractions . . .  ... ... ... 
Average number of extractions per child ... ... ... 
ADULTS 
Estimated number of adultstreated ... ... ... 
Estimated rate per I .oWaduits cwered by medical cards".. 
Number of fillings ... ... ... ... ... 
A\erage number of fillings per person ... . . .  , . . 
Number o f  extractions ... ... ... , . . 
Average number o f  extractions ~ e r  ~ e r s o n  ... ... 

Number o f  Women who had 

Eastern ... ... ... ... 
Midland ... ... ... 
Mid-Western ... ... ... 
North-Eastern ... ... . . .  
North-Western ... ... ... 
South-Eastern ... ... ... 
Southern ... ... ... 
Weslern ... ... ... 

Total ... ... ... ... 

. . 
~ u m b z r o f  dentures ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 
Average number of dentures per person ... ... ... ... ... 
*Figure excluder data for Cork City. 
"ersons corered b) medical cards and who also have entitlement to Social Welfare Treatment Benefit generally opt for 
trearment under the Social Welfare Scheme. The figurer in this table relate solely to treatments provided bythehealth boards 
and perrons with dual enritlement have been excluded from the denominator in the calculatian of rates. 

(a) Includes Figures for AD HOC Dental Scheme Introduced in November 1979 

Number who had 
post-natal care as 

4,829 
1,879 
1,834 
2,796 
1,900 
4,501 
5,824 
3,047 

26.610 

7,452 
2,192 
2,075 
3,092 
1,966 
4,806 
5,946 
3,329 

30,858 

1980 (a) -- 

64.8 
85.7 
88.4 
90.4 
96.6 
93.7 
97.9 
91.5 

86.2 

Ante-Natal Care Port-Natal Care a percentage of 
those who had ante- 

natal care 



TABLE C7 

FLUORIDATION OF WATER SUPPLIES 1966 AND 1981 

1 1966 I 1981 

TABLE C8 

Population sewed ... ... ... ... ... ... 
Percentage of nationaikpulation ... ... ... ... ... 

TABLE C9 

940,000 
33 

COMMUNITY OPHTHALMIC SERVICES: NUMBERS AND RATES 1979 A N 0  1980 

2,100,477 
61 

CHILDREN (mainly national school pupils) 
... Estimated number of children (new cases) examined by ophthalmologist 

Rate per 1,000 national school children ... ... ... ... 
Estimated number of spectacles supplied ... ... ... ... 
ADULTS 
Estimated number of adults (new cases) examined by ophthalmologist ... 
Rate per I .WO adult persons covered by medical cards ... ... 
Estimated number of spectacles supplied ... ... ... ... 

ADULTS 

COMMUNITY AURAL SERVICES: NUMBERS AND RATES 1979 AND 1980 

Note: Persons covered by medical cards and who also have entitlement to Social Welfare Treatment Benefit generally opt for 
treatment under the Social Welfare Scheme. The figures in the table relate solely to treatment by the health 
boards and persons with dual entitlement have been excluded from the denominator in the calculation of rates. 

(a)Includes figures for Sight Testing Scheme introduced in September 1979. 

1979 

25,200 
47.1 

22,900 

53.000 
87.4 

49,600 

CHILDREN (including pre-school and national school children) 
... I .  Number ofchildren tested 

2. Number of children with significant hearing d&ts (deaibr seveGiy hard oi 
. . . . . .  hearing) ... ... ... ... ... 

3. Estimated number with hearing defects per 1,Oddchildren tested . . . . . .  
... 4. Number of hearing aids supplied ... ... ... ... 

1980 (a) 

25,005 
45.35 

22,307 

84,374 
141 

95,216 

1979 
P 

178,300 

183 
1 .o 
404 

1980 

212,565 

188 
0.88 

928 



SECTION D 

COMMUNITY WELFARE 

Welfare provision to the community, as provided through the health boards, can be divided into 
cash payments and services. 

CASH PAYMENTS (Tables D l  and D2). There are six schemes operated by the health boards: 

(i) Maternity cash grant - payable to women with Category I eligibility for each child born. 

(ii) Disabled persons maintenance allowance - payable to persons with long-term disabilities 
which prevent them from working. 

(iii) Infectious diseases maintenance allowance - payable to persons who are prevented from 
making adequate provision for themselves or family because they are undergoing 
treatment for certain specified infectious diseases. 

(iv) Blind welfare allowance - an additional allowance payable with the blind pensipn 
(administered by the Department of Social Welfare) or with the Disabled Persons 
Maintenance Allowance to blind people who are in necessitous circumstances. .. 

(v) Domiciliary care allowance - payable to parents of severely handicapped children (aged 2 
to 16 years) who require care and attention significantly greater than that required by a 
child of the same age and sex. 

(vi) Mobility allowance scheme - payable to severely handicapped persons aged between 16 
and 66 years who are unable to walk and who would benefit from occasional trips away 
from home. 

Grants payable under (ii), (iii), (iv) and (vi) are subject to a means test. The amount of each of 
these cash payments is given in Table D2. 

WELFARE SERVICES (Table D3). Table D3 shows by health board area the use made of  the 
following services:- 

(vii) Domiciliary TB service - food, clothing, medicines and appliances are provided to 
tuberculosis patients living at home. 

(viii) Milk for mothers and children - a supply of  milk may be made available for expectant 
and nursing mothers in the full eligibility group and for children under 5 years of,age 
whose parents are in necessitous circumstances. 

(ix) Meals service - this service, which provides meals to needy persons, is provided mainly 
by voluntary bodies with health board subsidies. 

(x) Home help - home helps are employed by the health boards and by voluntary agencies 
subsidised by the health boards. Help is given to families in stress situations and to the 
aged. 

Statistics on the welfare homes provided to care for the aged are derived from the Survey on Long- 
Stay Geriatric Units and are included in Section G .  

CARE OF CHILDREN (Tables D4, D5, D6 and D7). When a chid cannot be adequately cared for in 
hisfher home, some form of suitable care is necessary. There are four types of care available:- 

(xi) Fostered children are children under 16 years of age who are placed and maintained by the 
health boards in care with families apart from their parent/parents. 

(xii) Children in residential homes are children under 16 years of age who have not been fostered or 
for whom foster care is not suitable for the chid's needs and who are maintained by the health 
hoard. 



(xiii) Private foster care refers to children under 16 years of age who are placed in foster homes by 
voluntary bodies or private individuals. Approval of the placement must be obtained from the 
health board. 

(xix) Children in Employment: if a chid under 18 years of age leaves care (either foster or residential 
home) to take UD employment or serve an apprenticeship elsewhere the health board must be . ~ 

notified. 
There is provision whereby payments may be continued for fostered children and children in 

residential care who are aged over 16 years and who are still in full-time education or serving an 
apprenticeship. 

TABLE Dl 

RECIPIENTS OF WELFARE ALLOWANCES, YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 1981 

Scheme 

Moternily Cosh Granls 
Number of recipients ... 

per LOW persans 
covered by med~cal cards ... 

Dimbled Persons Mainlen- 
once Allownnce 
Number of recipients ... 

Rate per 1,000 population 

lnjeclious Diseases Mainfen- 
once Allowance 
Number of recipients ... 
Rate per I,WO population 

Blind Welfare Allowance 
Number of recipients ... 
Rate per 1,332 population 

Domiciliogv Core Allowance 
/Handicapped Children) 
Numberof recipients ... 
Rate per I ,XU children 
aged 2 to l6years (a) ... 
. .- 
(a) Based on 1979 Census 

- 
iastern 

0 Population 

- 
Mid- 
Jestern 

south- 
iastern - 

1,095 

6.88 

2,765 

7.38 

28 
0.07 

276 
0.74 

525 

4.55 

outhern - 
641 

3.71 

4,053 

7.71 

5 1 
0.10 

290 
0.55 

847 

5.49 



TABLE D2  

RATES OF ALLOWANCES AT 27 JUNE, 1983 

Allowance Amount 
f 

8.00 Maternity Cash Gmnr 

36.45 per week 
20.10 

UtwbledPer~onr Murnienon~e Al lo~onre  
Inireax for a d d l  dcpcndanr 
Increase for ihdd dcncndan~r 

7.25 
8.35 
6.50 each 
5.20 each 

First child 
... ... ... ... Second child ... ... 

Third to fifth child ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 
Sixth and subsequent children ... ... ... ... ... 

DisabledPersons Rehnbilirotion allowance ... ... ... 44.65 per week 

Infeerious Diseases Mainrenonce Aiiowance 
36.75 per week 
66.65 per week 

... ... ... ... ... ... Personal rate ... 

... ... ... Person with dependant spouse ... ... 
Increases for child deoendants: 

8.05 
9.00 each 
7.45 each 

... ... ... ... ... First child ... ... 

... ... Second to fifth child ... ... ... ... 
... Sixth and subsequent children ... ... ... ... 

Blind Welfare Allowonre 
(i) ~upplementary allowance payable in addition to Disabled Persons Maintenance 

Allowance to  blind persons over 16 years and under 18 years with adult dependant ... 
Increases for child dependants: 

... ... ... ... ... First child ... ... . , . 1.85 
1.80 each 
1.50 each 

... ... ... ... ... ... Second to  fifth child ... 

... ... ... ... ... Sixth and subsequent children .., 

(ii) Supplementary allowance payable to blind persons in receipt of Blind Pension 
... ... ... ... ... Blind oensioner over 18 ... ... 12.50 per week 

12.50 per week 
25.00 per week 

... ... ... Blind married woman ..- ... ... ... 
... ... ... Blind married couple . .  ... ... ... 

lncreases for child dependants: 
... ... ... ... ... ... ... First child ... 2.40 

2.35 
2.25 each 
2.15 each 

... ... ... ... Second child ... ... ... 

... ... ... ... ... ... Third to fifth child'" ... 

... ... ... ... Sixth and subsequent children ... . , . 
62.00 per month ... ... ... ... Domieiiiory Core Allowonce ... ... 

280.00 per annum 

1,500 (max) ... ... ... ... ... Mororised Transport Granr ... ... 
'N.B. rates as at I July, 1983 

TABLE D3 

RECIPIENTS OF COMMUNIN WELFARE SERVICES, YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 1981 

- 
South- 
astern 

- 
Vestern 

- 
Total - 

909 
0.26 

16,276 

13.27 

11,208 

10,432 - 

I 
Scheme 1 Eastern 

Mid- 
Verterr 

North- I North. 
Eastern Wester 

~p~ - 

Domiciliary T.B. Service 1 
Number of recipients ... I 28 
Rate per 1 .WO population ' 0.02 

Milk for Molhers and ; 
Children 

... Number of recipients 4,500 
Rate per 1,000 populalion ; 

... covered by medical cards 1 16.59 

Meols Service 
N u  of f i i i  . ) 4JoD 886 

Note: These data are partly based on estimates. 

Home Help 
Number of beneficiaries ... 3,020 780 



TABLE D4 

NUMBER OF CHILDREN IN CARE BY HEALTH BOARD AREA, ON 30 SEPTEMBER 1980 AND 1981 

- - 

Eastern ... ... ... ... ... ... 
Midland ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 1,054 

Mid-Westem ... ... ... ... ... ... 
North-Eastern North-Western ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 
7 24 I 268 

... ... ... ... ... 149 166 

South-Eastem ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 129 127 

Southern ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 347 339 

Westem ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 243 264 

Total ... ... ... 
I92 176 

... ... ... ... ... 2,456 2,552 

Revised figures for 1980 

Health Board area 

TABLE D5 

NUMBER OF CHILDREN IN CARE ANALYSED BY TYPE OF CARE ON 30TH SEPTEMBER 1980 and 1981 

- '1980 1 1981 

TABLE D6 

- - 

- Type of care 
... Fostered children (through Health Boards) ... ... ... 

Children maintained in residential homes ... ... ... ... ... Privately fosteredchildren ... ... ... ... ... 
Total ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 

CHILDREN IN CARE DURING 1980 AND 1981: 
REASON FOR ADMISSION INTO CARE 

TABLE D7 

'Revised figures for 1980 

'1980 

1.1 16 
1,151 
189 

2,456 

CHILDREN IN CARE: 
REASON FOR CHlLDREN LEAVING CARE DURING 1980 AND 1981 

1981 

1,268 
1,104 
180 

2,552 

Reason for Leaving Care 

Reached legal age limit . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Reunited rnth family/relatives . . . . . . . . . . . .  
In Akr CareISelf Sufficient . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Adopted . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Absconded . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
0 t h  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

1980 

65 
644 
34 
347 
14 
39 

1,143 

% 

5.1 
56.3 
3.0 
30.4 
1.2 
3.4 

100 

1981 

61 
761 
23 
365 
18 
25 

1,253 

% 

60.1 
4.9 

1.9 
29.1 

1.4 
2.0 

100 



SECTION E 

PSYCHIATRIC SERVICES 

Particulars of in-patient psychiatric care only are presented in this section. 

3 tables are presented on the activity of individual psychiatric hospitals and units. Table El deals 
with health board hospitals and units and shows the number of patients in residence at the end of 
1980, 1981and 1982 together with a break-down of the number of admissions during 1980in 3 age 
groups. It should be noted that Table El  is not an exhaustive listing of health board hospitals and 
units and the specialised centres are included in Table E3 (also many of the patients attending St. 
Vincent's Private Hospital, Fairview, Dublin - included in Table E2 - are health board patients). 
Similar statistics in respect of private and special hospitals are given in Tables E2 and E3 respectively. 
Table E4 summarises Tables El to E3 and presents the national picture. There has been a general 
vend in recent years for the number of admissions to increase and the number of patients in residence 
to decrease accompanied by a reduction in the average length of time spent by patients in hospital. 

Censuses of patients in psychiatric hospitals were carried out in 1963 and 1971 and Tables E5 
compares the main findings. A further census was carried out in 1981 but results are not yet available. 
Tables E6 and E7 analyse certain demographic characteristics and the diagnoses of persons admitted 
to psychiatric hospitals during 1980. 

Much of the information presented in this section has been extracted from reports published by the 
Medico-Social Research Board. 



TABLE El 

n.a. = not.ayailable. 
(a) The unit at the G e n A  Hospital Letterkmy is used p d a l l y  by psychiatric patients and the number of patients there is 

urcludcd m those for St. Conals. 
(b)  The number of admissions for St. Teresa's Unit at Castlebar General Hospital is included with those for St. Mary's. Castlebar. 
(c) Prior tO 1981 the figures relate to number of patients on the register. 
Source: Number of admissions - Medicdocia1 Research Board. 

HEALTH BOARD PSYCHlATRIC HOSPITALS AND UNITS: NUMBER OF ADMISSIONS DURING 1980 BY AGE 
AND NUMBER OF IN-PATIENTS AT 31 DECEMBER, 1980, 1981 AND 1982 

Number af admissions 
during 1980 

Number of patients on 
Registerhn hospital 
at 31 December (c) 



TABLE E2 

PRIVATE PSYCHIATRIC HOSPITALS: NUMBER OF ADMISSIONS DURING 1980 
IN-PATIENTS AT 31 DECEMBER, 1980, 1981 AND 191 

I Number of admissions 

I during 1980 

Health Board and Hospital 

EASTERN 
Bloomfield, Donnybrook. Dublin . . . . . .  
Hampstead, Highfield and Elmhurst ... 
KylemoreClinic, Co. Dublin ... ... 
Palmerstown House, Co. Dublin . . . . . .  
St. John of God, Dublin ... 
St. Patrick's, James's St. and St."~dmonds: 

bury, Lucan, Co. Dublin* ... ... 
St. Vincent's, Fairview, Dublin ... ... 
Verville Retreat, Clontarf, Dublin . . . . . .  

Total - Eastern ... ... ... ... 
NORTH-EASTERN 

St. Augustine's, Ratoath, Co. Meafh ... 
Total - North-Eastern ... ... 

~ ~ . . ~  

SOUTH-EASTERN 
... Eon Saveur, Carriglea, Co. Waferford 
... St. Patrick's, Belmont Park, Waterford 

... Total - South-Eastern ... ... 
SOUTHERN 

... Lindville, Blackrack Road, Cork ... 
... Total - Southern ... ... ... 

Total ... ... ... ... ... 
Nore: Although there is a special arrangement to 8 

board patients, the beds are normally incj 
charitable institution for the reception of I? 

'Number of admissions relate to St. Patrick's on 
(a) Prior to 1981 the figures relate to the numbe 
Source: Number of admissions - Medico-Social 

devc 
luda 
18 pa 
ly. 
1 of 
Res 

164 

d in Table EZ as the whole of St. Vin 
~tienti. 

patients on the register 
earch Board. 

AGE ANDNUMBEROF 

Number of patients on 
Register/in hospital 
at 31 December (a) 

TABLE E l  

SPECIAL PSYCHLATRlC HOSPITALS: NUMBER OF ADMISSIONS DURING 1980 BY AGE AND NUMBER OF 
IN-PATIENTS AT 31 DECEMBER 1980, 1981 AND 1982 

Health Board and Hospital 

EASTERN: 
Central Mental Hospital, Dundrum 
St. Paul's. Beaumont ... 
Warrenstown House, 
Blanchardrtown Road ... 

-- 
Total -Eastern . .  

-- 
WESTERN: 

St. Anne's. Galway ... -- 
... Total -Western 

(a) Estimate 
Source: Number of admissions - Medico-Social Research Board. 

33 



TABLE E4 

ALL PSYCHIATRIC H0SPITAI.S A \ l )  LIVITS: YUMHER OF ADMISSIO\S Dl1 
\UMBER OF 1 3 - P A T I E T S  AT 31 DECEMBER 15W. 1981 A 5 D  1982A\ALYSEI) 

Number of admir,lcn, 
.furme 1980 

Health Board and Hospital 

Eastern ... ... ... ... 
Midland ... ... ... ... 
Mid-Western ... ... . . 
North-Eastern ... ... ... 
North-Western ... ... ... 
South-Eastern ... ... ... 
Southern ... . ~ ... 
Western . . . . . .  ... ... 

Under 
45 year! 

4,194 

1,609 

1,724 
1,828 

Non-Nationals .. ... ... ... 83 
Total ... ... ... ... 1 13.423 

h'ole Thls tableis a summar) ofthcdataconfarncd in Tablcr 
h u m  Number of admlri~on\ - Med1.0-Soctal Rescarrh B 

TABLE E5 

RegisterAn hospital 
a t  3 1 Decemb, 

13,441313,618 
'van1 to thesetabk 

1982 - 
3,184 
1,128 
1,348 

653 
1,069 
2,131 
1,809 
1,928 
- 
13,250 - 
ill apply. 

PSYCHIATRIC PATIENTS IN RESIDENCE BY SEX. AGE, MARITAL STATUS, LENGTH OF STAY AND 
DIAGNOSIS 1963 AND 1971 

I 

Number o f  patients in residence at 31 March ... ... ... ... ... 
Percentage who were: male ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 

female ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 
Percentage who were: 

aged under 25 ... ... ... ... ... ... 
aged25-64 . . . . . .  ... ... ... ... ... 
aged 65 or over ... ... ... ... ... ... 

Percentage who were: 
single ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 
married ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 
widowed ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 

Percentage who were: 
short stay(1essthan I month) . . . . . .  ... ... ... 
medium stay (I month to I year) ... ... ... ... 
long stay (1 year o r  over) ... ... ... ... ... 

Percentage in each diagnostic category 
Organic psychosis . . . . . .  ... ... ... ... ... ... 
Schiwphrenia ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 
Manic depressive psychosis . . . . . .  ... ... ... ... ... 
Other and unspecified psychoses ... ... .., ... ... ... 
Neurosis . . . . . . .  ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 
Personality disorder ... ... ... ... ... ... . . .  
Alcoholism and alcoholic psychasis . . . . . .  ... ... ... ... 
Drug addiction ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 
Mental handicap . . . . . .  ... ... ... ... ... ... 
Unspecified ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 

Source: Medico-Social Research Baard. 

1963 

19,801 
54.3 
45.7 

5 .O 
70.0 
24.9 

82.1 
12.6 
5.3 

N.A. 
N.A. 
N.A. 

13.8 
53.0 
12.9 

4.9 

1.5 

13.8 
0.1 

1 .... - ... 
....... Marital s ....... r- ..... "_... 

sing' 

TABLE E6 
ADMISSIONS TO PSYCHIATRIC HOSPITALS AND UNITS. ANALYSED BY MARITAL STATUS, ACE AND SEX 

OF PATIENTS, 1980. 

rota1 admissions ... ... ... ... ... ... 
' i r ~ t - t i r n c ~ d ~ ~ ~ + ~ ~ ~  , ,  ... ... 27,098 ... ... ... ::: 1 8,459 

Number 

.... ". 
;le ... ... ... 

r e d  
12,837 ... ... ... 

;A -... 4 ::: 11,317 ... 1) "1.4 

Per cent 
of all 

admmlons 

Sex of patients whn wrrr 

".""..." ... ... ... 
.,a&. 

unspecified . . . . . .  ... 
Age o f  patients who were admitted: 

670 

under 25 years ... ... ... 2,546 
ZS-Myears . . . . . .  ... . .  1 10,877 
.e <. " 

47.4 
42.0 
8.2 
2.5 

9.4 
40.1 



1976 

ma. 
2.1 
".a. 
1.8 
4.9 (d) 

3.8 
2.0 (d) 

1.8 
3.4 (d) 

... United Kingdom . . . . . .  

(,) 1962; (b) 1966; If) 1971; (d) 1975. 
Social Indicators for the European Community 1960-1978, Eurosta' 

I970 

2.7 (c) 
, 2.5 

1960 1965 

... Denmark ... ... ... ... ... ... ... France ... ... ... ... ~ e r m a n  Federal Republic . . . . . .  ... ... ... ... ... ... Ireland ... ... ... ... ... ... ... Italy ... ... ... ... ... ... Luxembourg ... ... ... ... ... ... Netherlands -.. ... ... ... 

Country 

... ... ... ... ... ... Belgium ... ... ... ... 
".a. 1 "-a. 
2.5 1 2.4 
2.2 (a) 
".a. 
6.9 
2.2 
2.8 
".a. 
n a .  

n a .  n a .  
1.8 

3.8 
2.2 
2.9 
2 .2  2 . 0  
4 .2  3.9 



SECTION F 

SERVICES FOR THE HANDICAPPED 

This section contains data on services provided for handicapped persons. It includes data relating 
to services which are specifically for mentally handicapped persons and also data on occupational 
rehabilitation services. There is overlapping between these two sets of services insofar as mental 
handicap patients may avail of rehabilitation services. 

MENTAL HANDICAP SERVICES: Table F1 summarises, by broad age groups and degree of mental 
handicap categories, the number of persons availing of each service during 1981. Details on individual 
special residential centres are given in Table F2. In 1981, a census was carried out of the number of 
mentally handicapped persons in the State. The census concentrated on persons who were either 
moderately, severely or profoundly mentally handicapped, i.e. persons with an IQ of less than 50. The 
census was conducted by the Medico-Social Research Board and preliminary results are given in Tables 
F3 and F4. Children aged less than 5 years were not counted in full (many of those living outside of 
residential care were not counted) and the prevalence rates for this age group are underestimated. 

OCCUPATIONAL REHABILITATION SERVICES (Table F5): Table F5 deals with the vocational 
rehabilitation of handicapped persons. It shows the number of places available in training centres and in 
workshops for 1981 and 1982. Grants are available from the E.E.C. through the European Social Fund for 
training of the handicapped, and Figure F 1 illustrates the growth in the amount of grant received each year 
since 1974. 

TABLE FI 
SERVICES FOR THE MENTALLY HANDICAPPED. NUMBERS I 

ENDED 31 DECEMBER, 
I I I 

1 1 ( Male 
Special residential All ages 341 

centres operated by 42 Under 16 218 
voluntary bodies ... Over 16 123 

Setting/Service Mild 

Special residential 
centres operated by 
health boards ... 

Hostels and supervised 
lodgings . 60 

Day attenders at special 
residential centres: 

DayCare ... ... 13 

Day Workshop ,.. 1 18 

Day attenders at health 
boardunits ... ... 

Day Careunits ... 43 

Day Workshops ... 
29 

All ages 42 
Under 16 - 
Over 16 42 
All ages 110 

Under 16 40 
Over 16 70 

All ages 25 
Under 16 20 
Over 16 5 

All ages 62 
Under 16 1 
Over I6 61 

All ages 1 
Under 16 1 
Over 16 - 
All ages 28 

Under 16 27 
Over 16 1 
All ages 202 

Under 16 1 
Over 16 201 

Totals ... I All ages 811 
Under 16 308 

I Over 16 503 

rERED FOR BY TYPE OF SERVICE. YEAR 

gree a - 
Mo 
sew 
'0 
lale 

590 
1,166 

556 
70 

486 

132 
21 

105 

120 
94 
26 

149 
8 

141 

12 
11 

1 

517 
391 
126 

383 
I1 

372 
1,625 
,202 
!,423 

der 
.re : 

ate 
md 
nd - 
:male 

1,952 
521 

1,431 

396 
5 1 

345 

104 
29 
75 

98 
79 
19 

173 
14 

159 
2 
2 

355 
256 

99 

323 
I2 

311 

i.403 
964 

:.439 - 

All degrees 



TABLE F2 



TABLE F3 

TABLE F5 

TABLE F4 

OF MENTAL HANDICAP: AGE BY DEGREE OF HANDICAP: NUMBERS AND PRN*LMC~ 

Age 
Group 

0-4 

5-9 

10- 14 

15-19 

20-34 

35 - 54 

55 and over 

- - 
REHABILmATION SERVKXS: NUMBER OF PLACES AVAILABLE IN SPECWL T R A ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  

WoRKSHOpS AND OTHER WORKSHOPS CATERING FOR HANDICAPS 1981 

Prevalence rates are based on the 1979 Census or population. 
Source: Medico-Social Research Board. 

PER 1,000 POPULATION; IRELAND, 1981 

Organisation and health board area 
EASTERN 
Rehabilitation Institute centres at 

Northbrook Road, Dublin ... ... ... Portland Row, Dublin ... ... ... Pleasants Street ... ... ... Upper Basin Street, ~ u b l i n '  ... ... Merrion Road, Dublin ... ... 
Goldenbridge, Dublin ... ... ... 
Bray . . . . . .  ... ... ... 
Naas . . . . . .  ... ... ... 
Ashtown ... ... 

Polio Fellowship o i ' i r e l and . '~~b l i~  . . . . . .  
... St. Michael's House, Ballymun ... 
... St. Patrick's Hospital. Dublin 8 ... 
... Central Remedial Clinic, Dublin ... 

National Association of Cerebral Palsy ,,, 

Sunbeam House, Bray .., ... ... 
Cherry Group, Ballyfermot . . . . .  ... 

... St. Michael's House, Coatstown ... 
Tolco Lid., Finglar ... ... ... 
Ballyfermot ... ... ... 
Total -Eastem .., ... ... ... 

Training Centre 
Training Centre 
Training Centre 
Training Centre 
Training Centre 
Training Centre 
Community workshop 
Community workshop 
Community workshop 
Workshop 
Workshop 
Workshop 
Community workshop 
Community workshop 
Workshop 
Workshop 
Workshop 
Workshop 
Community workshop 

Degree of handlcap 

Moderate Severe Profound 1981 1981 1981 

214 
.62 

92 
.27 

26 
0.7 

955 330 
2.73 .94 

99 
.28 

1,035 428 
3.08 1.27 

117 
.35 

1,203 508 
3.79 1.60 

154 

2,419 .48 
3.33 

1,129 
1.56 

340 
.47 

1,559 612 
2.43 .95 

97 

715 
.I5 

248 
1.09 .38 

24 
.04 

Type of Centre 1981 

I 
1 1982 

, 

Total 
1981 

332 
.97 

1,384 
3.95 

1,580 
4.7 

1,865 
5.88 

3,888 
5.35 

2,268 
3.53 
987 
1.51 

38 

40 
24 
21 
41 
10 
67 
75 
40 - 
I5 
50 
14 

100 
14 
27 

103 
28 
60 
80 

809 

40 
- 
21 
- 
10 
67 
75 
50 
44 
15 
50 
14 

100 
14 
27 

103 
28 
60 
80 

798 



TABLE F5 - continued 

MIDLAND 
Rehabilitation lnstitute Centres at 

Athlone ... ... ... 

REHABILITATION SERVICES: NUMBER O F  PLACES AVAILABLE IN SPECIAL TRAINING CENTRES, 
COMMUNITY WORKSHOPS AND OTHER WORKSHOPS CATERING FOR HANDICAPS 1981 AND 1982 

~~~ 

Longford . .  ... ... ... 
Portlaoise ... ... ... ... 
Tullamore ... ... ... ... 

Total - Midland ... ... ... ... 

Organisation and health board area Type of Centre 

MID-WESTERN 
Rehabilitation InstituteCentreat Limerick ... 
Re-employment, Training Organisation, Shannon 
Bawnmore ... ... ... ... 
Total - Mid-Westem ... ... ... 
NORTH-EASTERN 
Rehabilitation lnstitute Centres at 

Cavan ... ... ... ... ... 
Monaghan ... ... ... ... 
Navan ... ... ... ... ... 

Order of Malta ... ... ... ... 
Total -North-Eastern ... ... ... 

Lifford ... ... ... ... 
Ballinamore ... ... ... ... 

I I I 
1981 

Health Board Centres at 
Letterkenny (Ballyraine) 
Letterkenny (Kilmacrennen) 
Gweedore ... ... 

Sligo (R.S.W.) ... 
Sligo (Ballytivnan) 

Total - North-Western ... 

1982 

.- 
SOUTH-EASTERN 
Rehabilitatian lnstitute Centres at 

Carlow ... ... ... ... 
Wexford ... ... ... ... 
Clonmel ... ... ... ... 
Waterford ... 

... Co. Wexford ~ o r k i h o ~ s  ~ t d : ,  New dosr 
Co. Wexford Workshops Ltd., Enniscorthy ... 
SOS Kilkenny ... ... 
St. Michael's. ~er rybank,  waierford . . . . . .  
Total -South-Eastern ... ... ... 

- 
SOUTHERN 
Rehabilitation lnstitute Centres at 

Tralee ... ... ... ... ... 
Cork (2 centres) . . . . . .  ... ... 

St. Joseph's Industries, Charlevilk ... ... 
HELP Industries, Cork . .  ... ... 
Ross Products. Killarney ... ... ... 
Total -Southern ... ... ... ... 
WESTERN 
Rehabilitation Institute Centres at 

Galway (2 centres) ... ... ... 
Castlebar ... ... ... ... 

... 

Total -Western ... ... ... ... 
- 

Total -State ... ... ... ... 

Community workshop 30  
Residential training 
Communitv workshoo 1 2 I % 

I 
. ~ 

~ o m m u n i t y  workshob 1 50 50  

Community workshop 50 50 
Community workshop 30 48 
Community workshop 
Community workshop 

50 
98 
30 

178 

Community workshop 
Community Workshop 
Workshop 

50 
98 
30 

178 

Community workshop and 
tralnmg centre 

Community workshop 
Community workshop 

Community workshop 
Community workshop 
Community workshop 
Community workshop 
Community workshop 
Community workshop 
Workshop 
Workshop 

373 433 

Community workshop 
Community workshop 
Community workshop 
Workshop 
Workshop 

100 
30 
40 

Community workshop 80 100 
Community workshop 
Communirv workshao ' 1 :: 

100 
30 
45 

55 
55 
55 
48 
55 

438 

Community workshop 
Community workshop and 

tralnlng centre 
Community workshop 
Community workshop 
Community workshop 

community workshob 
Workshop 

55 
55 
55 
48 
55 

443 

60 

138 
20 

170 
70 

458 

60 

138 
20 

170 
70 

458 



FIGURE F1 

AMOUNT OF EUROPEAN SOCUL FUND GRANT FOR TRAINING OF HANDICAPPED PERSONS, 1974 TO 1983 

Year 



SECTION G 

GENERAL HOSPITAL SERVICES 

This section contains data on services provided under the General Hospitals Programme. Tables 
G1 to G14 relate to acute impatient care while Tables GI5 and GI6 refer to attendances at 
Consultant-staffed out-patient clinics. Tables GI7 to G23 relate to the 1981 Survey of Long-Stay 
Geriatric Homes. 

Acute-In-Patient Care 
In-patient acute care is provided in 155 hospitals which had a bed complement of 19,203 in 1981. The 

total number of patients discharged in 1981 was 603,759. The average duration of stay in hospital was 9.4 
days in 1981. 

The acute hospitals are divided into three management groups:- 
(a) Health Board Hospitals 

These are hospitals which are administered by the health boards and financed by State funds. 
(b) Voluntary Public Hospitals 

The management authorities for this group of hospitals vary widely. Some are owned and 
operated by religious orders, others are incorporated by charter or statute and work under lay 
boards of governors. These are financed to a large extent by State funds. 

(c) Private Hospitals 
These hospitals are owned and managed by private boards. They receive their funds from charges 
levied on the patients treated. 

The statistics in relation to these three groups of hospitals for 1981 are summarised in Table I. 

TABLE I 

ACUTE HOSPITALS- 1981 

A more detailed account of the activities of these three groups of hospitals is given in the following 
paragraphs. 

Group 
Health b a r d  
Voluntary 
Private 

Total 

(a) HEALTH BOARD HOSPITALS 
Health Board Hospitals may be sub-divided into 

(i) Regional Hospitals 
(ii) County Hospitals 

(iii) District Hospitals 
(iv) Fever Hospitals 
(v) Orthopaedic Hospitals 

It should be noted that, while this list contains two types of hospitals which deal exclusively with 
fever and orthopaedic patients, some patients in these categories are also treated in other general 
hospitals. 

Number of 
hospitals 

97 
42 
16 

(a) Excludes private hospitals. 
155 

(i) Regional Hospitals 
The distinguishing feature of the hospitals in this group is that they have specialised units which are not 

found normally in county hospitals. In most cases these are teaching hospitals. In 1981, Sligo General 
Hospital has been included as a Regional Hos~ital. - 

The number of patients receiving treatment in the Regional Hospitals continues to rise. In 1981, nearly 
115,000 patients were discharged from the 10 Regional Hospitals, while the average duration of stay was 

Bed 
complement 

9,660 
8,008 
1,535 

19,203 

7.9 days. The average occupancy rate during 1981 was 86.9%. 

Patients 
Discharged 

284,631 
278,002 

603,759 

Average Length 
of stay -- 
10.2 
8.6 

9.46) 

41,126 - I 



Table G2 provides detailed information on the activity of each of these hospitals in 1981. 

(ii) County Hospitals 
Most of these hospitals have consultant-staffed units for general medicine, general surgery, 

obstetrics and gynaecology. There are usually separate children's wards. 

The county hospitals form a large group of homogenous hospitals and are suitable for examining 
trends over the years. Table 2 gives a comparison between the years 1970, 1980 and 1981 for a 
number of summary statistics. 

While there has been a small increase in the number of beds available, over the ten-year period, this 
has been accompanied by a rapid increase in the number of patients receiving treatment. This 
increase was accompanied by a significant decline in the average length of stay. The average length of 
stay fell from 10.4 days in 1970 to 7.2 days in 1981. 

TABLE 2 
COUNTY HOSPITAL STATISTICS 1970,1980 AND 1981 

Table G3 contains statistics on the activity of individual county hospitals for 1981. 

(iii) District Hospitals 
These are general practitioner staffed hospitals with units for medicine and minor surgery and 

frequently for obstetrics and children. Table 3 gives a comparison between 1970, 1980 and 1981 of 
the major statistics for these hospitals. 

1981 

23(b) 
3,201 

129,027 
7.2 

40.3 
81.2 

... ... Hospitals ... ... 
... ... Beds 

~ a t i e n t s  ~ i rcharged (4 ... ... 
Average Duration o f  Stay ... ... 
Patient Throughput ... ... 
Percentage occupancy ... ... 
(a) Prior to 1979, this statistic related lo patients treated. 
(b) Since 1981, Sligo General Hospital has been included with Regional Hospitals. 

The number of patients who received treatment has fallen sharply over the period while the average 
length of stay in hospital has increased, resulting in an increase in the occupancy rate of this group of 
hospitals. 

1970 

24 
3,117 

91,142 
10.4 
29.2 
83.4 

TABLE 3 

DISTRICT HOSPITAL STATISTICS 1970,1980AND 1981 

The district hospitals may be divided into two groups: the active or acute district hospital where the 
average length of stay is less than 30 days and the non-active or long-stay district hospital where the 
average length of stay exceeds 30 days and which frequently cater for people requiring long periods of 
hospital care. 

1980 
24 

3,398 
135,513 

7.6 
39.9 
82.6 

.- ............. 
1981 

54 
2,575 

22,157 
34.9 
8.6 

82.1 

... Hospitals ... ... ... 

... Beds ... ... ... 
... Patients Discharged (a) ... 

Averageduration o f  stay ... ... 
Patient throughput ... ... 
Percentage occupancy ... ... 
(a) Prior to 1979, this statistic related to patients treated. 

1970 
-. .- 

54 
1.998 

27,252 
20.1 
13.6 
78.2 I 



TABLE 4 

ACUTE AND LONG-STAY DISTRICT HOSPITALS 

The active group accounts for 42% of the beds but 75% of the patients receiving treatment. The 
wide difference between the average length of stay and throughput of the two groups is evident. 

Hospital with average 

Table G4, which provides detailed statistics for the individual district hospitals for 1981, is divided 
into two parts: Part A is in respect of hospitals with an average length of stay of less than 30 days and 
Part B relates to hospitals with an average length of stay of more than 30 days. 

Hospital with average 

.--- 
29 

1,500 . 5,645 
87.1 
82.1 

- ... ... ... Hospitals ... ... 
... ... ... ... Beds ... ... 
... ... Patients discharged -.. ... 
... -.. ... Average duration of stay ... 
... ... Percentage occupancy ... ... 

(iv) Fever Hospitals 
The five fever hospitals specialise in the treatment of infectious diseases. Over the past ten years, 

seven fever hospitals have closed and the number of beds has reduced to 366in 1981. 

length o f  stay of less length of stay of more 
than 30 days I than 30 days 

1981 I Q R I  

25 
1,075 

16,512 
17.0 
71.4 

A comparison between 1970, 1980 and 1981 is shown in Table 5 below. 

Over the past ten years the number of patients receiving treatment has fallen considerably. The 
average duration of stay has also fallen. 

TABLE 5 

FEVER HOSPITAL STATISTICS 1970, 1980 AND 1981 

Table G5 provides information for individual hospitals for 1981. 

(v) Orthopaedic Hospitals 
There are _five health board hospitals which specialise in orthopaedics and provide services on a 

regional basis. Table 6 summarises their activities for 1980 and 1981 and compares these years with 
1970. 

1981 
5 

366 
6,175 
15.1 
16.9 
69.6 

... ... ... Hospitals ... ... 

... ... ... ... Beds ... 

... ... ... Patients discharged (a) 

... AverageDuration of stay ... ... 

... ... Patient thmughput 

... ... ... Percentage occupancy ... 
(a) Plior to 1979this statistic related to patients treated. 

1970 

11 
635 

8,629 
19.1 
13.6 
71.2 

TABLE 6 

ORTHOPAEDIC HOSPITALS 1970, 1980 AND 1981 

1980 
5 

467 
5.612 
14.1 
12.0 
46.4 

I981 
5 

665 
12,724 

15.2 
19.1 
79.5 

(a) Prior lo 1979 lhis slatistic related to patients treated. 

1980 

5 
e39 

11,540 
16.0 
18.1 
78.8 

... ... ... Hospitals ... ... 

... ... ... ... Beds ... 
... ... ... Patientsdischarged (a) 

Average Duralion of stay ... ... ... 
... ... Patient throughput ... 
... ... ... Percentage Occupancy 

1970 

5 
649 

5,365 
37.4 
8.3 

84.8 



Over the ten-year period, the number of patients receiving treatment in the orthopaedic hospitals 
has doubled, while the average length of stay has more than halved, resulting in little change in the 
occupancy rates. 

Data is presented by individual hospitals in Table G6. 

(b) VOLUNTARY PUBLIC HOSPITALS 
Voluntary Public Hospitals may he subdivided into: 

(vi) General Teaching Hospitals 
(vii) General Non-Teaching Hospitals 

(viii) Cottage Hospitals 
(ix) Special Hospitals 

(vi) General Teaching Hospitals 
There are sixteen hospitals in this group, twelve in the Dublin area and four in Cork. These hospitals 

offer treatment in major specialties. The number of patients treated in these hospitals continues to increase, 
while in 1981 the average length of stay fell again, leading to a decline in the occupancy rate. 

(vii) General Non-Teaching Hospitals 
These hospitals offer treatment in a wide range of specialties. Seven of the voluntary hospitals fell into 

this category and they contain a total of 1,013 beds. The number of patients receiving treatment increased 
by 2.3% in 1981, compared with the previous year. 

(viii) Cottage Hospitals 
The cottage hospitals are situated in rural areas and offer treatment mainly in the medical and 

minor surgical fields. They tend to have a slower throughput than either of the other groups of 
general hospitals. 

Statistics on individual voluntary general hospitals are given in Table G7 

( i )  Special Hospitals 
The voluntary special hospitals cover five specialist areas, maternity, paediatrics, cancer, eye and ear 

and orthopaedic. Of a total of seventeen of these hospitals, fifteen are situated in Dublin while there is one 
in Waterford and one in Cork. The Orthopaedic Unit at Coole, Co. Westmeath has now closed. 

The'four maternity hospitals deliver 34% of all births in the country. The paediatric hospitals are all 
situated in Dublin. They provided in-patient care for some 29,000 children in 1981. The three cancer 
hospitals are also to be found in Dublin and they have 306 beds. The number receiving treatment declined 
in 1981 and the length of stay increased to 14.8 days. 

There is an eye and ear hospital in Dublin and another in Cork. They have 230 beds. The number of 
patients receiving treatment increased slightly in 1981 as did the occupancy rate. The four orthopaedic 
hospitals have a total of 550 beds. The number of patients receiving treatment in 1981 declined slightly, but 
the decrease in the bed complement due to the closure nf Coole has led to an increase in occupancy rates. 

Information on each of the special hospitals is included in Table G8 

(c) PRIVATE HOSPITALS 
Table G9 provides information on the private hospitals for 1981. 

HOSPITAL COSTS 
Costs are expressed in terms of cost per occupied bed per week. This figure is arrived at by dividing 

total gross hospital expenditure by the total number of bed days in each hospital and deriving a 
weekly cost per occupied bed. 

The Hospital InPatient Enquiry, which is conducted by the Medico-Social Research Board, 
provides information on the diagnosis of in-patients. Table GI0 is based on the Enquiry and shows 
numbers of discharges and average duration of stay of patients broken down into major diagnosis 
groups. The Enquiry, which does not include maternity patients, covers about four-fifths of hospital 
in-patients, excluding district and private hospitals. 



OUT-PATIENT STATISTICS 
In 1980, the Department of Health introduced a reporting system for attendances at consultant- 

staffed out-patient clinics held in acute hospitals. Each hospital submits a monthly return with 
particulars of the number of sessions held for each specialty and the number of  new and return 
patients who attended the clinics. A new patient was defined as a patient who had not attended a 
clinic for the particular specialty in the year prior to this attendance. 

The results for 1981 are summarised in Tables GI5  and G16. Table G15 shows the total number of 
sessions held and attendances at each hospital during 1981, while Table GI6  shows the total number of 
clinics and attendances in each specialty in all hospitals. 

STATISTICS ON LONG-STAY GERIATRIC PATIENTS 
The Department of Health has also initiated an annual survey of patients in long-stay geriatric units. In 

1981 questionnaires were sent to 226 long-stay units and 189 were completed and returned to the 
Department of Health. This represents a response rate of 84% of hospitals and units but includes about 
92% of all long-stay-geriatric beds. The results shown in Tables G17 to G23 relate to these beds only. 

Table GI7  shows the number of beds in each category of units in 1981 and shows the number of 
patients in residence on 3 1/12/1981. The medicaVsocia1 status of these patients is examined in Table GI8  
while Tables G19 and G2O look at the sex and age of the patients. Table G21 examines the source of 
admission of those who entered long-stay geriatric units in 198 1 while the discharge destination and length 
of stay are summarised in Table G22 and G23. 

ACUTE HOSPITALS: NUMBERS OF BEDS. : 

Health Board Hospitals 
Reeional ... ... ... ... 
cointy  ... ... ... ... 
District ... ... ... ... 
Fever ... ... ... 
orthopa&; ... ... ... 
Total ... ... ... ... 
Voluntary Public Hospitals 
General (Teaching) . . . . . .  
General lNon-Teachine) ... 
Paediatrk ... ... 
Cancer ... ... 
Eveand E& ... ... 
drthopaedic ... ... 
Cottage ... ... ... 
Total ... ... ... ... 

. . . . . .  PrivateHospitals ... 
All Acute Hospitals ... ... 

(a1 Excludes private hospitals. 

- 
Nun 
Ha: - 

1980 - 

9 
24 
54 
5 
5 
97 

16 
7 
4 
4 
3 
2 
5 
3 

44 

16 
157 

PA' 
I - 

?be, 
spit - 
-- 

- 

TABLE GI 

)ISCHARGED AND AVERAGE DURATION OF STAY 
I I Q P 1  . ---- 

Number Patients 
Discharged 

- 
Averagt 
of sta) - 
1980 - 

8.1 
7.6 
34.8 
14.1 
16.0 

10.5 

9.4 
8.3 
5.9 
7.4 
14.6 
6.5 
29.2 
17.4 

8.9 

".a. 
9.7(a) - 

- 
lration 
days - 
1981 - 
7.9 
7.2 
34.9 
15.1 
15.2 

10.2 

9.1 
7.9 
5.9 
7. I 
14.8 
6.4 
29.2 
15.9 

8.6 

n.a. 
9.464 - 



TABLE G2 
IAL H( - 
Numb, 

of 
Beds 

- 

105 
19 
35 

2 
161 - 

l l 5  
3 1 

146 - 

46 
22 
24 

I20 
19 
8 

80 
l lo 
429 

58 
69 
30 
14 
14 
16 
14 
52 
34 

301 

ENDED - 
Number 

Of 
Live 

Bmhs - 

- 
- 

5,091 

5,09 1 - 

- 

1,599 

1,599 - 

492 

492 - 

,591 

DECEMBER. 1981 

Health Board: 
Hospital; 
Specialty 

Average duration 
of stay in days 

-- 
80 

Number 
of 

Patients 
h c h a r g c  - 

858 
163 

1,064 
276 

2.36 1 -- 

6,482 
1,195 
7,677 - 

534 
1,238 
1,442 
4,903 

699 
234 

4, I78 
5,970 

19,198 
-- 

2,601 
3,352 
1,867 

789 
1.120 
1,111 

687 
310 

1,789 
13,626 - 

83 1 
1,972 

64 
581 

1,732 
1,317 

664 
1,997 
3,279 
2,437 - 
1,324 

885 
530 
775 
335 
276 

8.782 
18 

1.798 
2,542 
7,623 
1,888 
-- 

484 
$805 

480 
5,769 
-- 

707 
1,946 

388 
1,041 -- 

Average 
weekly 

cost per 
occupied 

bed 

EASTERN 
SI. Mary's, Dublin 
Geriatricassessment . .  
Medical ... ... 
Renal ... 
Surgical ( ~ e n t i i j  ... 

Total ... ... 
MID-WESTERN 
Limerick Mafernigv 
Maternity ... ... 
Paediatrics ... ... 

Total ~~. ... 
Limerick Regionol 
Acute psychiatric ... 
E.N.T. ... ... 
Gynaecology . . . . . .  
Medical ... ... 
Ophthalmic ... 
Orthopaedic ... 
Paediatric ... ... 
Surgical ... 

Total ... ... 
NORTH~WESTERN 
s/i&-o 
Medical ... ... 
Surgical ... ... 
Maternity ... ... 
Gynaecology . . . . . .  
E.N.T. ... ... 
Investigation . . . . . .  
Ophthalmic ... 
~ ~ h o p a e d i c  (aj" ... 
Children ... ... 

Total 
~ ~. 

SOUTH-EASTERN 
Ardkeen, Woferford 
Acutepsychiatric ... 
E.N.T. ... ... 
Gynaecolom ... ... -. 
Maternity ... ... 
Medical . . '  ... 
Oohthalmic ... 
0;thopaedk . . . . . .  
Paediatric ... ... 
Surgical ,.. ... 

Total ... ... 
SOUTHERN 
Cork Regional 
Accident ... 
Cardiology ... ... 
Gynaecology . . . . . .  
Intensive Theraov ... . . 
Isolation ... ... 
Medical ... ... 
Ophthalmic ... 
Orthapaedics ... ... 
Paediatric ... ... 
Surgical ... ... 



REGIONAL 
TABLE G2 

ISPITAI - 
Number 

of 
Beds 

TATISTIC! 

Percentagr 
Occupanq 

- YEAR EN 

Number 
of 

Patients 
Discharged 

534 
74 

1,154 
1,130 
3,708 
4,428 

299 
722 

1,398 
6,133 

19.580 

43 1 
197 
904 
776 
996 
569 

98 
3.971 

:D 31 DECEMBER. 1981 - continued 

Average 
weekly 
cost per Number 

of 
Live 

Births 
-- 

2,913 

2,913 -- 

- 
- 

16.476 

Health Board; 
Hospital; 
Specialty 

Average duration 
of stay in days occupied 

bed 
f 

WESTERN 
Galway Regional 
Acute Psychiatric ... 
Dermatology . . . . . .  
E.N.T. ... ... 
Gynaecolagy . . . . . .  
Maternity ... ... 
Medical ... ... 
Neo-Natal ... ... 
Ophthalmic ... 
Paediawic ... ... 
Surgical ... ... 

Total ... ... 
Merlin Park, Golway 
Geriatric assessment 
Medical ... ... 
Nephrology . . . . . .  
Respiratory . . . . . .  
Rheumatology ' ... 
Thoracicand cardiac ... 
Urology ... ... 

Total ... ... 
Total - All Regional 

Hospitals ... ... 

TABLE G3 
COUNTY HOSPITAL STATISTICS - YEP 

I I I 
Health Board; Number 

Hospital; 
Specialty 

Number 
Percentage 

Discharged 
EASTERN 
Loughlinrrown 
Medical 1,290 

Maternity ... ... 62.6 1,357 
1,369 

Children ... ... 29.6 963 
Total ... ... 194 63.0 

Medical ... ... 1 14 Surgical ... ... 1,315 
Children ... ... 252 

Toral ... ... 45 i 62.7 1,581 
Mullingor 
Medical ... ... 42 111.2 1,501 
Surgical ... ... 
Maternity 53 

78.6 2,735 
... ... 16 77.9 922 

Gynaecology ... ... 7 1 72.4 387 
Total ... ... 118 89.9 5,545 

Porrloorre 
Medical ... ... 47 93.4 
Surgery ... ... 47 

1,308 
58.8 

Maternity ... ... 25 
1,721 

72.9 
Gynaecology ... ... 9 i 29.9 

1,226 

Children ... ... 87.7 
305 

12 ' 
1.055 

Total ... ... 140 73.6 5.615 
Tullnmnre ........ 
Medical 1.770 

2,289 
Maternity 71.9 
Gynaccology ... 66.7 
Children 

464 ... ... 58.4 580 
... ... 78.8 

Total - Midland ... 439 



Health Board; Number 
Hospital; 

Numb< 
of Percentage 

Spcdalty 
of 

Beds Occupancy Patient 
Discharg 

MID-WESTERN 
E""k 
Medical ... ... 
Surgical 

50 118.6 
... ... 

1,998 
49 65.4 

Matcrnily & 
2,179 

Gynaecology . . . . . .  
Children ... 

14 56.2 
... 1,096 

.. - 6 92.8 801 
Total ... ... -- 119 6,074 82.1 .l~. 

TABLE G3 
COUNTY HOSPITAL STATISTICS - YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER, 1981 -continued 

I I 1 Average 
weekly 

Average duration cost per 
of stay in days occupied 

bed 
1981 1980 f 

1.395 

1.395 6.0 6.5 

n used for a rehabilitaiion seriice. 



TABLE G3 
COUNTY HOSPITAL STATISTICS - YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER, 1981 - eonUnued 

I I 1 I I I Averam 

TABLE G4 
DISTRICT HOSPITAL STATISTICS - YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER, 1981 

Health b a r d ;  
Hospital. 
Specialty 

Avcrage 

Health Board: Number Number 
weekly 

Number Average duration 
Horpiml: of Percentage of of stay in days 
Specialty Beds Occupancy Patients Live 

Number 
of 
Beds 

MIDLAND 
Alhlone 
Medical and minor 

rurgical ... ... 
Mscmiry ... ... 
Children ... ... 

Total ... ... 
Longlord 
Medical and minor 

Percentage 
Occupancy 

surgical ... ... 20 82.3 
Maternity ... ... 8 13.9 
Children 

131 ... ... 5 24.1 

71 
8 
8 

87 

Number 
of 

Patients 
Di~Eharge.4 

77.0 
16.3 
15.0 
65.7 

Number 
of 

Live 
Biithr 

645 
92 
91 

828 

week6 
cost per 
occupied 

bed 
f 

Average duration 
of stay in days 

65 

65 

1981 1980 

30.9 
5.2 
4.8 

25.2 

26.9 
6.2 
5.6 

21.2 235 





TABLE G4 

DISTRICT HOSPITAL E 

v 
Health Board; Number 

Hospital; 
specialty 

N e v  R o s  
Medical and minor 

surgical 
Total ... ... 

Tippermy 
Medical and minor 

~urpical ... ... 1 42 

Total-South-Eastern 232 
SOUTHERN 
Cnhemiveen 
Medical and minor 

surgical ... ... 33 
Maternity ... ... 4 
Children ... ... 5 
Long-stay ... ... 12 

Total ... ... 54 
Kenmore 
Medical and minor 

surgical ... ... 26 
Childrcn ... ... I 

Total ... ... 27 
Kill~rney 
Medical and minor 

surgical ... ... 34 
M a ~ m i l y  ... ... 6 
Children ... ... 4 

Total ... ... 44 

Kinsole 
Medical and minor 

~ r g i e a l  ... ... 37 
Children ... ... 3 

Total ... ... 40 
Listowel 
Medical and minor 

surgical ... ... 27 
Mncmity ... ... 5 
Long-stay ... ... 25 

Total ... ... 57 
Total-Southern ... 222 

WESTERN 
Bollino 
Medical and minor 

surgical ... ... 73 
Maternity ... ... 16 
Children ... ... 10 

Total ... ... 99 
Belmuller 
Medical and minor 

... surgical ... 38 
Macrnity ... ... 3 

... Children ... 5 
Total ... ... 46 

Clifden 
Medical and minor 

surgical ... ... 30 
Mmcrnily ... ... 6 
Children ... ... 2 

Total ... ... 38 
Total-Wmcm ... 183 
Total - Shon-stay 
D i h c t  Hospitals ... 1,075 

(b) Long-stay Disrrier 
Horpirdr 
EASTERN 
Athy ... Mcdicai ... 310 
Maternity ... ... 14 

... ... Total - -- 324 
Bdlinglarr 
Medical and 

Maternity .:. ... 74 
Total ... ... 74 

kTISTIC.9 - YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER, 15'81 - continued 

I I I 1 Averaae 
week5 

Number / Nu2bber 1 Averase duration I ma qcr 
Percentaze 1 of of rtav in davr occuoled 
Occupan~y Live beh 

1 
Paticnts 1 

Discharged Births 1981 1980 t 





TABLE C4 



TABLE G5 

TABLE G6 

15.2 18.0 

Total ... 
13.1 

... 170 73.8 
18.0 

3,108 18.0 
All Orthopaedic 

Hospitals ... . 665 15.2 79.5 16.0 12,724 n.8. 

14.7 n.a. 



TABLE G7 

VOLUNTARY PUBLIC GENERAL HOSPITAL STATISTICS - YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER, 1981 

Average 
weekly 
cost per 
occupied 

bed 
f 

- 

Number 
of 

Patients 
Discharge< - 

501 
309 

1,436 
852 

2,125 
13 
- 

5,236 - 

7,538 
11,630 - 
19,168 - 

61 -- 

80 
115 

1,130 
1,975 
3,947 
- 
- 

7,247 -- 

578 
1,880 

175 
521 

3,584 - 
6.738 - 
1,054 

521 
890 

5,501 
882 

1,365 
6,636 - 

16.849 - 
226 
42 

2,187 
2,281 
3.330 - 
8.066 

Health Board; 
Hospital; 
Specialty 

Number 
of 

Beds 

lration 
days Percentage 

Occupancy 

114.6 
96.3 
88.9 

125.6 
94.2 
- 

77.4 

172.1 
84.2 

87.4 

n.a. 

21.6 
29.3 
67.3 

107.2 
127.7 
- 

80.7 

88.5 
78.7 
78.0 
64.1 
81.6 

79.5 

91.1 

17.7 
8.1 

88.7 
101.3 
82.9 

85.0 

44.8 
56.8 
80.6 
60.3 

68.3 

39.5 
106.3 
88.3 
73.5 

-- I 80.9 

.~ 
Medical ... ... 
Orthopaedic . . . . . .  
Surzical ... ... 

... Total ... 
Charifoble lnfirmory 
Jervis Sfreel 

... Artificial Kidney Unit 

... All other rpeciaities 

... Total ... 
D ~ o ~ h e d o  Memorial 

~Tldore ... ... 
Dr. Sleeven's 

... E.N.T. ... 
Gynaecology . . . . . .  
Medical ... ... 
Orthopaedic . . . . . .  
Surgical ... ... 

... Other ... 

... Total ... 
Jomes Connolly 
Memorial 
Geriatric Assessment 
Medical ... ... 
Orthopaedic ... ... 
Pulmonarv Insufficiency 
Surgical ... ... 

... Total ... 
Mater Misericordiae 
Acute psychiatric 

... E.N.T. ... 
Gynaecology . . . . . .  
Medical ... ... 
Ophthalmic ... ... 
Orthapaedic . . . . . .  
Surgical ... ... 

... Total ... 
Meolh 

... E.N.T. ... 
Gynaecology ... ... 
Medical ... ... 
Surgical . .  ... 
Urology ... ... 

... Total ... 
Mercer's 

... E.N.T. ... 
Gynaecology . . . . . .  
Medical ... ... 
Surgical ... ... 

... Total ... 
Monksrown 

... E.N.T. ... 
Cynaecology ... ... 
Medical ... ... 
Surgical ... ... 

Total ... 



TABLE G7 
HOSPITAL STATlSTlCS - YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER. 1981 -continued 

I I I 1 Averace 
Health Board; 

Hospital; 
Specialty 

Number 
of 

Beds 
Percentas 
Occupant 

weekiy 
Average duratlon cost per 

of stay in days nccmied .... -. .. 
t'atlents I Live i I .-_I 

"C" 
Discharged I ~ i r t h s  1 1981 1980 f 

1 

I I 
I 
I 

Surgical 

Total . . ~ ~ ~ 

Sir Potrick Dunk 
E.N.T. ... 
Gynaecology . . . . .  
Medical ... 
Paediatric ... 
Surgical ... ... 
Other ... . . , 

Total ... ... --- 
Sr. Jomcs's 
Acute psychiatric .,. 
Cardiology ... ... 
Day-care ... ... 
E.N.T. ... 
Genito-urinary" ... 
Maternity . .  ... 
Medical ... ... 
Nw-natal ... ... 
Orthopaedic . . . . . .  
Surgical ... ... 

Total ... ... 
St.  Laurence's 
Dermatology . . . . . .  
E.N.T. ... ... 
Gynaecology . . . . . .  
Medical ... ... 
Neuro-surgery ... 
Surgical ... ... 

Total ... ... 

S f .  Michod's, 
Dun Looghoirr 

St. Vincent's 
... Acute Psychiatric 

Cardiology ... ... 
Day-care ... ... 
E.N.T. ... ... 

... Geriatric assessment 
. . . . . .  Gynaecology 

Medical ... ... 
Metabolic ... ... 
Ophthalmic ... 

. . . . . .  Orthopaedic 
Surgical ... ... 

Total . .  ... 
MID-WESTERN 
Borrin~ton's. Limerick 
E.N.T. ... ... 
Gynaecology . . . . . .  
Medical . . . .  ... 
Ophthalmic ... ... 
Surgical ... ... 

Total ... ... 



VOLUNTARY PUBLIC GENERA1 

I 
TABLE G7 

IOSPITAL STATISTICS - YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER, 19 

I 
Health Board; 

Hospital; 
Specialty 

Average duration 
of stay in days 

1981 

Percent; 
Occupar 

cost per 
occupied 

bed 
f 

Sf. John's, 
Limerick 

Day-care ... 
E.N.T ... 
Gynaecology ... . 
Medical ... 
Ophthalmic 
Surgical ... 

Total ... 
NORTH EASTERN 
Droghedo Cortafl 
Gynaecology ... .., 
Maternity ... .., 
Medical ,.. ... 
Paediatric ... ... 
Sureical ... ... 

Total ... ... 
Our Lady of Lourdes, 

Droghedo 
Day-care .,. ... 
E.N.T. ... . . . 
Gynaecology ... ... 
Maternity ..: ... 
Medical ... . . . 
Neo-natal .. . ... 
Paediatric . .  ... 
Plastic surgery ... 
Surgical ... ... 
Tropical ... ... 
Others ... ... --- 

Total ... ... -- 
SOUTH-EASTERN 
County ond Ciry 
Intirmocv, Waferford 
Medical ... ... 
Paediatric ,,. . . . 
Sureical ~~ - ... 

Total . . ... 
SOUTHERN 



TABLE G7 

VOLUNTARY PUBLIC GENERAL HOSPITAL STATISTICS - 

Number 

spedalty 
Discharged 

Vicrorio, Cork 
. . ... E.N.T. ... - 38 

Gynaecology . . . . . .  - 728 
Maternity ... ... - 355 
Medical ... ... - 855 
Orthooaedic ... ... - 43 ---  
~urgi&l ... ... - J 13 

... Total ... 84 83.4 2,398 

WESTERN 
Porliuncula. Bollinosloe 236 81.5 -- 10,089 

Told  - 011 Volunrory 
General Public 
Hospllals ... 5,353 84.9 186,281 

EAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER, 1981 - conIiaued 
I I Avaage 

Average 
of stay 

Live 
Births 

duration cost per 
in days occupied 

TABLE G8 

VOLUNTARY PUBLIC SPECIAL HOSPITAL STATISTICS - YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER, 1981 
Average 
weekly 
cost per 
occupied 

bed 
f 

Number 
of 

Live 
Births 

Average duration 
qf stay in days 

Number , 

of 
Patients 

i Discharged 

Gynaecology ... ... 

1981 

I 

I 

Percentage 
Occupancy 

55 5.8 

Molemily 
EASTERN 
Coombe 

Health Board; 
Hospital; 
Specialty 1980 

1,750 
i 

5.8 

I 

Number 
of 

Beds 

Maternity ... ... 
Paediatric ... ... 

Total ... ... 

6.1 

' 80.0 1 1 : : 7 7 . 2 4 2  1 7.1 7.1 1 521 

Nolionol Molernily 
Gynaecology . . . . . .  26 47.7 
Maternity ... ... 177 90.7 13,143 
Paediatnc ... ... 31 80.2 , 

1,305 :,:: ~ ... Total ... 234 84.5 1 15.453 

202 90.8 9,908 7,242 ' 6.8 6.8 1 
10.4 ! 53 

3. 

69.1 1.155 11.6 





TABLE G9 

ACUTE PRIVATE HOSPITALS. IN-PATIENT ! ITISTICS, YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER, 1981 

Health Board and Hospital Bed 
Com~lement 

I Patients 
1 treated 

Live 
Births 

EASTERN 
Bon Secours, Dublin ... ... 
Maler, Dublin ... 
Mount Carmel, ~ u b l i n "  
St. Gabriel's. Cabinteely, ~ u b l i n '  
St. Joseph's, Raheny, Dublin ... 
St. Michael's, Dun Laophaire ... 
St. Vincent's, Dublin . . . . . .  

MIDLAND 
Sacred Heart Hospital, Ballinderr) ... 

MID-WESTERN 
St. John of God. Ennis 

NORTH-WESTERN 
Gardenhill, Slipo . . ,  

SOUTH-EASTERN 
. . . . . .  St. Brigid's, Carlow ... 

St. John ofGod. El?, Wexford ... ... 

SOUTHERN 
... Bon Secours, Cork ... 
. . . . . .  Bon Sewurs. Tralee ... 

WESTERN 
Bon Secour5. Tuam ... . . .  ... 
Calvary. Galway .., ... ... 

~ -- 

Total ... ... ... ... ... 

'Estimate. 
Source: Irish Private Hospitals and Nursing Homes Association. 

HOSPITAL IN-PATIENT ENQUIRY: SI'MBEH OF D 
DIAGNOSTIC' 8 

IXagoosis 

'HAHGES AND AVERAGE 1)L~HATIOS OF STAY H I  
TLGORY, 1981 

Numhzr I 

Accidents, poisoning\and \iolence ... ... ... 
Diseases o f  the respirator? svsrern ... ... . . .  

55,065 
43,374 
42,307 
35,600 
32,653 
32,649 
24,803 
21,018 
19,983 
18,333 
12,392 
10,422 
8,185 
7,878 
3,755 

17,547 

385,934 

rves froni horp~tz 
ssrd 

Diseasesof the digestive sysrcnl ... ... 
Diseasesof thecirculatory slstem ... ... . . .  
Symptoms and ill-defined conditions ... ... ... 
Diseases of rhegenito-urinary system ., . . . .  . . .  
Special admissionsand cunsuliarions ... ... . . .  
Diseasesofthenenour sy?trm and smwnrranr ... 
Neoplasms ... ... ... ... ... ... 
Disearsof themusculo-skelerai r)stem and conncctc\z ti*\ue 
Infectiveand parasitic diseases ... ... ... 

... Diseases o f  the skin and subcutaneous tissue ... 

... Endocrine, nutritional and metabolic diseases . , . 
Congenital anomalies ,.. ... ... . . .  
Diseasesof the blood and blood-kxming organs . . . . . .  
Miscellaneous ... ... ... ... ... 
Total ... ... ... ... ... ... 
Nore: The Hospital In-Parienr Enquiry does not cobrr all d i ~  
Source: Hospital In-Patient Enquiry, Medico-Social Rereard 



TABLE GI 1 

Country 

Belgium . . . . . .  ... ... 
Denmark ... ... ... ... 
France ... ... ... ... 
German Federal Republic . .  ... 
Ireland ... ... 

HOSPITAL BEDS AND HOSPITAL. ADMISSIONS PER 1,000 POPULATION FOR EACH MEMBER STATE OF 
THE E.E.C. - 1960. 1970 AND 1976 

tal admissions 
XX) population 

Hospital beds perl.000 
population 

Hospi 
per I .( 

! 19-54 / 1970 1 1976 / 19-54 I 
I 

~. . 
I 

1 ted 

4.3 (a) 4.7 (c) 1 6.0 I 6.1 
7 6 7 R 

... 
Italy ... ... ... ... 
Luxembourg ... ... ... 
Netherlands ... ... ... 
United Kingdom ... ... ... 

".a. 
141 
n.a. 
143 
125 
I50 
116 
92 

113 - 
Kingdom 

171 
119 (e)  
104 
115 (d) 

Ires include 

6.4 
6.4 
8.1 

Note: Thedata in this tab!e relate to general hospitals only, psychiatric hospitals are excluded. Uni 
nursing homes. 
(a) 1962; (b) Excludes Scotland; (c) 1971; (d) 1974; (e) 1975: ".a. not available. 
Source: Social Indicators for the European Community 1960-1978 Eurostat. 

. . 
".a. 
6.2 
6.7 
6.2 
4.8 

10.8 (b) 

TABLE GI2 

".a. 
1 16 
".a. . .- 

TABLE G I 3  

9.4 
6.1 
8.5 
6.6 
5.3 
9.7 

LENGTH OF STAY IN HOSPITAL AND CASES TREATED PER BED FOR EACH MEMBER STATE OF THE 
E.E.C. - 1960. 1970 AND 1976 

PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF BIRTHS AND NUMBER OF HOSPITALS BY SIZE OF MATERNITY UNIT 
1966 AND 1982 

Country 

... Belgium ... , . . ... 

... ... ... ... Denmark 

... ... ... ... France 
German Federal Republic ... ... 
Ireland . . . . . .  ... ... 
ltaly ... ... ... ... 

... Luxembourg ... ... 

... Netherlands ... ... 

... United Kingdom . , . . , . 

Annual Number of 

?,OM to 3,999 
... 1,500 to 1,999 ... 
... 1.000to1,499 ... 12.3 R 7 

10.0 
5.8 
8.6 
7.1 
5.2 
8.7 

... 5 0 0 t o 9 9 9  

... l00to 499 ... 

... Less than 100 ... ... 45 
Domiciliary ... ... ... 1.0 

0.4 (a) 
... Total ... ... ... 137 100 73 IM.0 

".a. 
106 
88 
98 
80 
92 

Nole: The data in this table relate to general hos~itals  only, psychiatric hospitals are excluded. n.a. = not available. 
Source: Social Indicators for the European Community 1960-1978 Eurostat. 

Mean length of stay in 
hospital (in days) 

1960 

Cases treated per bed 
per year 

1960 

n.a. 
20 
n.a. 
n.a. 
19 
10 
17 
16 
9 

1970 1976 1970 

n.a. 
24 
n.a. 
16 
22 
14 
19 
18 
I2 

12 
II  
14 
18 
11 
13 
13 
15 
22 

1976 

".a. 
27 
22 
17 
28 
20 
19 
20 
14 

n.a.  ! n a .  
16 13 

n.a. I "i;. n.a. 
19 1 13 
29 
16 
19 
36 

20  
I5 
18 
26 



TABLE G14 

TREATMENT OF TUBERCULOSIS: IN-PATIENT STATISTICS 1981 

SOUTHERN 
Sarsfieldscourt, Cork 

Average duration 
of stay (days) 

94.8 

TABLE GI5 

CONSULTANT-STAFFED OUT-PATIENT CLINICS 

NUMBER OF SESSIONS AND ATTENDANCES BY HEALTH BOARD AND HOSPITALS DURING 1981 

Patients 
discharged 

- _ _ _ L _ _ _  

376 

Bed 
Complement 

Health Board/Hospital 

EASTERN 
... ... Peamount, Dublin ... ... 

WESTERN 
... ... ... Merlin Park, Galway ... I 

E.ASTERN 
... Lounhlinstown ... ... 

159 

189 

756 ... ... ... ... Total ... ... 

... Mercer's,Dublin ... ... 
Monkstown, Co. Dublin ... ... 
Royal City of Dublin ... ... 

... Sir Patrick Dun's. Dublin ... 

45.3 

101.5 354 

s t .  lames's, Dublin ,.. ,.. 
St Lauren;e'\. DuHm ... 
St. Mchael's. l h n  Laoghaorc 
Sr. \'m.vnl'c. Elm Parl 
~ o o m b e .  Dublin . .  ... 
National Maternity, Dublin 
Rotunda. Dublin ... 
National Children's, ~ u b l i " '  
St. Joseph's. Temple Street 

... Teach Ultain, Dublin 
Citv of Dublin Skin and Cancer 

... St. Luke's. Dublin ... 
Royal Victoria Eyeand Ear ... 
lncornarated Orthooaedic. Clontarf ............... 
St. Maw's. caova,anh . 

New 

Attendance 

i--- Return Total 

-- 
... ... ... ... ... Total ... 

MIDLAND 
... ... ... ... ... Portlaoise ... 
... ... ... ... ... Longford ... 
... ... ... ... ... Tullamore ... 
... ... ... ... ... Mullingar ... 
... ... ... ... ... Total ... ... 

36967 1 167,414 

I 
527 1 4,116 
283 1 1.894 
677 3,651 
345 2.147 - 

1832 11,808 



TABLE GI5 

CONSULTANT-STAFFED OUT-PATIENT CLINICS 
NUMBER OF SESSIONS AND ATTENDANCES BY HEALTH BOARD 

AND HOSPITALS DURING I981 . continued 
I I Attendance 

Health Board/Hospital I Sessions 

MID-WESTERN 
Limerick Regional ... ... ... ... ... 
Limerick Maternity ... ... ... ... ... 
Nenagh ... ... ... ... ... ... 
Ennis ... ... ... ... ... 
Regional ~rthopaedic. cro& ... ... ... ... 
Barrington's. Limerick ... ... ... ... ... 
St . John's. Limerick ... ... ... ... ... 

Total ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 
NORTH-EASTERN 

1. 203 
342 
501 
537 
49 

40 1 
482 

3. 515 

Cavan ... ... ... ... ... ... 
Dundalk ... ... ... ... ... ... 
Monaghan . . . .  ... ... ... ... ... 
Navan ... ... ... ... ... 
~10gheda~ottag;;'~rogheda ... ... ... ... 
Our Lady of Lourdes . Drogheda ... ... ... ... 

360 
259 
593 
469 
90 

1. 718 

Total ... ... ... ... ... 3. 489 

Letterkenny ... ... ... ... ... ... 
Manorhamilton ... ... ... ... ... ... 
Sligo ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 

I 
NORTH-WESTERN I 

890 
139 

1. 247 

Total ... ... ... ... ... ... 2. 276 

Ardkeen. Waterford .... ... ... ... ... 
Cashel ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 
Clonmel ... ... ... ... ... ... 
Kilkenny ... ... ... ... ... ... 
Wexford ... ... ... ... ... ... 
Lourdes Orthopaedic. Kilcreene . . .  ... ... 
CountyandCity tnfimary. Waterfdrd ... ... ... . ... Waterford Maternity Airmount ... ... ... 

Total ... ... ... ... ... ... 
SOUTHERN 
Cork Regional ... ... ... ... ... 
St . Finbarr's. cork' ... ... ... ... ... 
Erinville . Cork ... ... ... ... ... ... 
Bantry ... ... ... ... ... ... 
Mallow ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 
Tralee ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 
Mercy . Cork ... ... ... ... ... 
North Infirmary. cork ... ... ... ... ... 
South Infirmary. Cork ... ... ... ... ... 
Victoria. Cork ... ... ... ... ... 
Eye. Ear and Throat. cork'" ... ... ... ... 

Total ... ... ... ... ... ... 
WESTERN 
Galway Regional ... ... ... ... ... 
Merlin Park. Galway ... ... ... ... ... 
Ballina ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 
Castlebar ... ... ... ... ... ... 
Roscammon ... ... ... ... ... ... 
Portiuncula Ballinasloe ... ... ... ... ... 

. 
New . 

7, 179 
2, 692 
3, 311 
3, 218 

769 
2, 626 
2, 678 - 

22, 473 - 
2.206 
1, 536 
2, 205 
2, 889 

915 
6, 966 - 

16, 717 - 
5,  489 

430 
4, 228 - 

10, 147 - 
6, 804 
1, 720 
1, 268 
4, 440 
5.081 

53 I 
811 

I, 989 - 
22, 644 - 
15, 154 
2, I39 
3, 715 
I, 115 
2, 008 
6, 723 
4, 457 
5, I40 
5, 647 

943 
5, 335 - 

52, 376 - 
11, 740 
1, 892 

852 
6, 128 
2, 016 
4, 076 - 

26, 704 - 
330, 283 - 

SOUTH-EASTERN 1 
80 1 
127 
193 
549 
903 
52 

122 
313 

3. 060 

3. 075 
505 
399 
240 
366 
830 
929 
992 
825 
354 
743 

9. 258 

2. 454 
448 
154 
891 
253 
694 

Total ... ... ... ... ... ... 

Return 

4. 894 

Total 

Total ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 65. 291 



TABLE G I 6  

CONSULTANT-STAFFED OUT-PATIENT CLINICS 

NUMBER O F  SESSIONS AND ATTENDANCES BY SPECIALTY DURING 1981 

Specialty 

Cardio-Vascular ... 
Cerebral Palsy ... 
Dermatology ... 
Endocrinology ... 
Endoscopy ... 
E.N.T. ... ... 
Gasfro-Enterology 
Genito-Urinary . .  
Gerantology ... 
Gynaecology ... 
Haematology ... 
Medicine ... 
Neurology ... 
Neurosurgery ... 
Obstetricr ... 
Oncology ... 
Ophthalmology ... 
Orthopaedics ... 
Paediatrics ... 
Plastic Surgery ... 
Psychiatry ... 
Radiology ... 
Renal ... ... 
Respiratory ... 
Rheumatology ... 
Surgery . . . . . .  
... ........ ... 

Total ... 

Sessions 

TABLE GI7  

LONG-STAY GERIATRIC INITS  1981 

Attendance 

New . 
8, 106 

42 
16, 049 
3, 091 

824 
29, 433 
3, 797 
6.319 
1, 615 

21. 102 
763 

28. 295 
4. 907 
1. 650 

41. 355 
7. 292 

30. 579 
35. 219 
13. 612 
3. 236 
4. 784 
- 

1. 042 
2. 565 
2. 395 

62.21 1 -- 
330. 283 

Return . 
42, 525 

95 
34, 551 
23, 167 
2, 190 

42.995 
15, 127 
21. 433 
3, 930 

40, 915 
8.081 

121. 182 
12.450 
5. 676 

202. 533 
61. 444 
73. 283 

108. 340 
46. 415 
11. 682 
28. 744 

283 
7. 553 

11. 299 
11. 161 

184.723 .- .- 
.121. 777 - 

Total 

50. 631 
137 

50. 6W 
26. 258 
3. 014 

72. 428 
18. 924 
27.752 

Hospitals/ Hospitals/ I Total 
Patirnrr Horncr Homer 

TABLE GI8 

. 
Numbcr of Beds ... ... 
Numbcr of patients in 
residence at 3 1/12/81 . . . . . .  
Percentage of beds 
occupied at 31/12/81 ... ... 

MEDICAL /SOCIAL STATUS OF PATIESTS RESIDEST IN LOSG-STAY GERIATRIC CSITS O N  
3lst DECEMBER 1981 

Category 
of  Unit 

Patient 
Status 

Social 

. 

Acute Illness ... 
Chronic Sick ... 
Terminal ... 
Mental Handicap 
Chronic Psychiatric 
Other ... ... 
Not Stated ... 
Total -Per Cent 

4. 771 

4. 608 

96.6% 

7.777 

7. 362 

94.7% 

Total 

13. 890 

13.263 

95.5% 

1. 342 

1. 293 

96.3% 



TABLE GI9  

SEX OF PATIENTS RESIDENT IN LONG.STAY GERIATRIC UNITS ON 31sI DECEMBER. 1981 

Health Board 
Geriatric 

Hospitals/ 
Homes 

@7* 

TABLE G20 

AGE DISTRIBUTION OF PATIENTS IN LONG-STAY GERIATRIC UNITS ON 31st DECEMBER, 1981 

Male ... ... ... ... 
Female ... ... ... ... 1 43.3 1 39.9 27.8 

54.4 
37.6 

Y 1 Hmkh Board Health Board 1 Voluntary and 
Geriatric Welfare I Private 

Hospitals/ Homes 1 Hospitals/ Total 

Health Board 
Welfare 
Homes 

7 0  

Not Stated ... ... ... 
Total - Per Cent ... ... 

-Number ... ... ... 

... 65-74 years ... ... 27.1 28.8 
75 years and over ... ... 60.9 
Not Stated 

62.3 ... 
Total - Per Cent ... ... 100.0 

-Number ... ... 100.0 
7,362 1.293 

TABLE G21 

Voluntary and 
Private 

Hospitals/ 
Homes 

% 

SOURCE OF ADMISSIONS TO LONG-STAY GERIATRIC UNITS IN 1981 

Total 

2.3 1 - 60.1 

Health Board Health Board Voluntary and 
Geriatric Welfare Private - 

Hospitals/ Homes Hospitals/ Total 1 Homes : 
W, i Oh 

Homes 
Vo 

72.2 - 
IW.0 
4,608 

100.0 
7,362 

61.2 
1.2 

100.0 
13,263 

100.0 
1,293 

TABLE G22 

DESTINATION OF DISCHARGES FROM LONG-STAY GERIATRIC UNITS IN 1981 

Community ... ... ... 1 49.4 52.6 
AcuteHorpital 

69.6 
37.6 13.2 . . . . . .  ... 56.0 

Long-Stay Hospital/Home ... 1 6.1 
20.7 ' 31.1 

Other 
29.8 ... ... ... 

8.5 . .  I 7.9 
Not Stated ... ... ... 0.7 

1.9 
3.6 

Total -Per Cent ... ... 100.0 0.5 1.4 

-Number ... ... 

Health Board 

100.1 

Health Board 

100.0 
3,479 6,950 

Voluntary and 

100.0 
10,923 494 

Geriatric Welfare 
Hospitals/ 1 Homes 

Privaie 
Hospitals/ 

Homes 
% -- 

Homes 
% 
- 

Total 

70 

39.4 
9.8 
7.7 
41.5 
I .6 - 

100.0 
10,704 

AcuteHospital ... . . . . . .  
Long-Stay HospitaVHome ... 
Death ... . . . . . .  
Other ... ... ... ... 
Not Stated ... ... ... 
Total -Per Cent ... ... 

-Number ... ... 

Community ... ... ... 26.0 :::: 1 16.0 
47.9 
4.6 

6.3 
43.6 

35.0 / 7.2 

2.2 
- 
99.9 
6,862 

21.7 39.7 
1.3 0.6 

- - I 
100.0 
400 

100.0 
3,442 



TABLE G23 

LENGTH OF STAY OF PATIENTS DISCHARGED FROM LONG-STAY GERIATRIC UNITS IN 1981 

of Unit 
Length 
of Stay 

Health Board 
Geriatric 

Hosoitals/ 

Less than 6months ... 

Health Board 
Welfare 
Homes 

Voluntary and 
Private 

Hosoitals/ I Total 

TABLES G24 

NUMBER OF AMBULANCES AND MINIBUSES IN EACH HEALTH BOARD AREA FOR 1981 AND 1982 

Health Board Area 1 Health Health , Board 1 h d  
Ambulances Minibuses 

Total ... ... ... ... 1 229 58 

Health Health 
Other Board 1 Board 

Ambulances Ambulances Minibuses 
Other 

Ambulances 

I - 
Note: The category "other ambulances" includes ambulances owned and operated by the Defence Forces, Civil Defence, 

Voluntary Organisations such as Irish Red Cross, Order of Malta Ambulance Corps, St. John's Ambulance Brigade and 
private ambulance services. 

In addition to the above there are mobile control and equipment carriers for use at major accidents, at the following 
locations: Cork, Tralee. Ennis, Limerick, Nenagh, Castlebar, Galway, Roscommon. Letterkenny, Sligo, Carrick-on- 
Shannon, Clonme:, Wexfofd, Waterford, Naas, Wicklow. Mullingar & Kilkenny. 

Sourre: Ambulance Servlces Directory, prepared by the Cliet Ambulance Officer. Southern Health Board. 



SECTION H 

MANPOWER STATISTICS 

General 
There are 58,000 persons employed in the operation and administration of health services in 

Ireland. Close to 70% of these are employed by health boards, the remainder being employed by 
voluntary bodies (mainly in the voluntary public hospitals). Table HI gives details by category for 
1981. 

Tables H2, H3, H4 and H5 deal with numbers of medical practitioners, dentists and nurses. 
Particulars are provided on the age structure of each of these professions, as also is a table giving a 
comparison with other European countries. 

Hospital doctors 
A distribution of hospital consultants by health board area is given in Table H6 and a distribution 

by specialty is given in Table H7. Table H8 gives the number of non-consultant hospital doctors 
analysed by grade. 

General Practitioners 
An estimate of the total number of practising general practitioners is given in Table H9. The 

number of doctors in the Choice of Doctor Scheme is given in Table H10. 

Pharmacies 
The number of pharmacies participating in the Choice of Doctor Scheme is given in Table H11. 

Dentists 
A breakdown by health board and grade is provided for dentists employed on a wholetime basis 

by the health boards (Table H12). 

Public Health Nurses 
Details on the number of public health nurses for 1982 are given in Table H13. 

TABLE HI 
NUMBER OF PERSONS EMPLOYED BY HEALTH BO 

28 FEBRL 
1 Clerical I I 

Joint Board Hospitals 
Health Boards ... 

of which: 
Eastern ... 
Midland ... 
Mid-Western 
North-Eastern 
North-Western 1:: 1 
South-Eastern ... 
Southern ... 
Western ... 

Voluntary Hos;tak :!! 1 
Total 

ARDS AND BY VOLUNTARY PUBLIC HOSPITALS AT 
IARY. 1981 

Catering 

Para- house- ]--( 
1 1,695 6,095 

Main- 
t e n r  1 0;; 1 Total 

2,397 
1,837 2,313 39,640 



TABLE H2 

MEDICAL PRACTITIONERS, DENTISTS, NURSES, NUMBERS AND RATES, 
1961. 1971 AND 1975 

Medico1 Pmcrilionerr: 
Male . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Female . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Total ~ u r n k r  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Number per 10,000 population . . .  

Dentists: 
Male . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Female . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Total Number . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Number per 10.000 population . . . . . .  

Nurses: 
Male . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Female 
Total ~urni;;r . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . .  Number per IO,WO population 
-- . .- - 

Source: 1961, 1971 Census of Population 
1975 Department of Healrh. 

".a. 
".a. 

3,758 
12.0 

".a. 
".a. 
869 
2.8 

n.a. 
na .  

19.475 
62.3 

TABLE H3 

AGE DISTRIBUTION OF MEDICAL PRACTITIONERS. DENTISTS, NURSES. 1971 

-- ~- 
Medical ~ r a c t i t i o n e T  ----Dentist9 (1 1 +--~ 

t - 
Less than 35 26.7 27.6 13.296 68.9 

35-49 ... 1,326 3 7 2  246 42.5 3.459 17.9 

5&64 ... 998 28.0 19- 2.297 11.9 
65 or over ... 290 8.1 60 232 1.2 
--- - - 

Total ... 3.565 IW 19.284 100 -- 
Nore: (I)  The figures for Dentists exclude the PO female d e n t ~ ~  for whom there was no age distribution ava~lable. 
Source: Census of Population. 1971 



Medical Practitioners Age N U ~ S ~ S  

TABLE H4 

NUMBER OF DENTISTS AND NURSES PER 1W.000 POPULATION FOR EACH MEMBER STATE OF 
THE EEC 1960 AND 1976 

Doctors I Dentists 
1 9 6 0  1 1976 1960 

Belgium . . . . .  I ... 
Denmark 

. . . I  134(a) 204 . . . . . .  

Nurses 
1976 

... ... 121 , 195 ( 52 13 (a) ... France ... ... 1 98 163 33 
Federal Republic of ~erman;" 142 199 
Ireland . . . . . .  ... " ... 1 104 120 ... Italy ... ... . 1 "7 1 2 I "i, 
Luxembourg ... ... ... 97 I13 
Netherlands ,,. ... ... 1 I l l  166 ... United Kingdom ... ... 114 138 1 26 
(a) 1962: (b! 1965; (c) 1970; (d) 1971. 

1960 1976 

Source: Social Indicators for the European Community 1960.1978 E ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ .  

359 (d) 
588 
402 
3W 
591 
360 
472 (c) 
310 
415 

31 
88 :;(a) 

51 :;: (b) 
27 ' 540 
52 I 

n.a. 
3 2  
33 
24 

112 
n.a. 
25 1 
n.a. 



TABLE H5 

TOTAL NUMBER O F  DOCTORS PRACTISING IN EACH MEMBER STATE OF THE EEC 1960, 1970,TO 1975 

Country I 1960 1 1970 

Belgium . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Denmark . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
France . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
German Federal Republic . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Ireland 
Italy . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
~uxemdd& . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Netherlands . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Un~ted Kingdom: 

Great Britain . . . . . . . . .  
Northern lreland" . . . . . . . . .  
Nares: France: excludes doctors in armed forces. 

Ireland: 1960 figure is based on 1961 census of population and refers to 1961. 
Luxembourg: includes doctors no longer practising. 
United Kingdom: (i) excludes doctors in armed forces. 

(ii) fieures relate to fullv. orovisionallv and temwrarilv reaistered doctors. 
(n'ii) fi&s for 1973 and liter are noicomparal;le with eailier years. 

Source: Medical Demography Tables, Commission of the European Communities. (Document 111/677/1/77). 

TABLE H6 

HOSPWAL CONSULTANTS: NUMBER OF POSTS AND NUMBERS PRACTISING BY HEALTH BOARD AREA: 
MAY 1982 

TABLE H7 

HOSPITAL CONSULTANTS: NUMBERS BY SPECIALTY: MAY 1982 

... Western ... ... ... 1 18 101 I 1 3.0 

Specialty 
... ... Anaesthesia ... 
... E.N.T. ... ... ... 

Obstetrics/Gynasology ... ... 
Ophthalmology ... ... ... 
Orthopaedics ... ... ... 

... ... Paediatrics ... 

Number practising per 
I 0 . W  population 

4.2 
1.6 
1.9 
1.5 

Total ... ... ... ... 1,168 

... ... Pathology ... 

... ... Medicine ... ... 

... ... Psychiatry ... 

... . . .  Radioloav ... 

Number practising 

496 
32 
59 
44 

Health Board 

994 2.9 

-. 
Surgery . . . . . .  ... ... 

North-Western ... ... 50 

Number of Posts 

Source: Comhairle na nospideal. 

Percentage of 
vacant posts 

16 

1.9 

Eastern ... ... ... 549 
Midland ... ... . , . 42 
Mid-Western ... ... ... 72 I North-Eastern ... ... 62 

South-Eastern ... ... : I  ... ,3 I 62 
40 I 1.7 

... ... Southern ... ... ! 160 3.0 

- 

TOG ... ... ... ... 
Source; Comharrle na nOspldCal. 

. . 
18 

'16 
18 
10 
15 

Number of posts 

168 
30 

102 
39 
43 
54 
95 

203 
185 
90 

159 
1.168 

Number of ports f~lled 

141 
27 
96 
35 
35 
4 1 
80 

167 
155 
74 

143 
994 



TABLE H8 

Houseofficer ... ... I 811 ::; 
... Registrar . . . . . .  ... 457 

Allgrades . . . . . .  ... ... 1,210 1,628 1,626 

Source: Council for Postgraduate Medical and Dental Education and Training. 

NON-CONSULTANT HOSPITAL DOCTORS: DISTRIBWION BY GRADE 1975. 1981 AND 1982 

TABLE H9 
GENERAL PRACTITIONERS: ESTIMATED DISTRIBUTION BY HEALTH BOARD AREA, 1975 

I General Practitioners 
Health Board 

Number 

' 1982 

360 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Eastern 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Midland 
Mid-Western . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Nonh-Eastern . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
North-Western . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  South-Eastern 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Southern 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Western 

1981 Grade 

Number per 10.000 population 

4.9 
6.1 
4.3 
4.9 

I975 

TABLE HI0 

360 ... ... Intern ... ... 

Total . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

314 

1.513 

TABLE HI I 
NUMBER OF PHARMACIES PARTICIPATING IN THE ( 

Eastern 
Midland 

... 
Southern 
Western 

... 
Source: General Medical Services (Payments) Board. 

t 4.8 

NUMBER OF DOCTORS PARTICIPATING IN THE CHOICE OF DOCTOR SCHEME, 1975 TO 1981 

ZHOICE OF DOCTOR SCf 
,070 

Eastern ... ... 
Midland ... '... 
Mid-Western ... ... 
NorthEastern ... ... 

... North-Western ... 

... South-Eastern ... 
... Southern ... 
... Western ... 

Total ... ... 
Source: General Medical Servxes (Payments) Board. 

453 
84 
91 
93 
87 

127 
I99 
142 

1.276 

445 
81 

100 
101 
90 

I34 
199 
146 

1.2% 

434 
83 

100 
105 
90 

141 
199 
150 

1.302 

437 
83 

101 
104 . 
89 

142 
202 
155 

1,313 

430 
81 

102 
108 
91 

I38 
199 
154 

1,303 

432 
83 

101 
107 
92 

148 
199 
157 

1.319 

454 
84 

108 
110 
95 

151 
212 
161 

1,375 



TABLE HI2 
E M p L ~ y ~ ~ ~ y  HEALTH NUMBER OF NUMBER pRAcTNING AND RATES B y  HEALTH BOARD AREA 1981 

Chief or Senior Established 
Health wholetime 
Board Surgeons Dental Dental 

Surgeon --_- 
Eastern ... ~- -~ posts ... 9 I 

I 
Midland .., 63 
Mid-Western . .  ::: 2 I 3 i 16 
North-Eastern ... 3 22 i 

... 19 
18 5.4 

North-Wester" 
... 

2 13 16 
5.8 

South-Eastern 4 1 26 I I 5.5 Southern .,. ... 6 22 5.3 Western .,. ... 3 
37 

- ~~-~ 5.9 -- - 

... . . . - - -  26 
32 

8.2 
---- 1 

I 27 
222 I 

7.9 
214 6.2 

TABLE HI3 
NUMBER OF HEALTH NI!RSEs IN EACH HEALTH WARD A ~ E A  AND ,a POPULATION. 1982 

Health 
I Superintendent 
I Public Health 

Board Nurses 
Eastern ... . . .  I 11 
Midland .., ,.. ; 
Mid-Western ,., ' 2 3 
North-Eastern .,, 4 
North-Western ... , 2 
South-Eastern ... ' 

Southern ... .,, 4 5 Western ,.. . . . 
1 3 

Total ... 

senior 
public ~ ~ a ~ h  

Nurses 
9 
2 
3 
I 
3 
4 
4 
3 

... 34 29 
Now: The above table r r f e i ~  to ~,,bli 

Public 
Health 
Nurses 

372 
77 

101 
106 
106 
149 
135 

approved nurses who  are ailing: this diff?; from ,, 1 3.6 
'e number o f  posts which are 

143 

1,189 
149 2.7 4.4 

1,252 

Total 
Rate per 
10,000 i Population 

392 
81 3.3 

107 
1 4.0 

3.5 

157 
144 4.2 



SECTION J 

EXPENDITURE STATISTICS 

The expenditure of the Department of Health can be divided between noncapital expenditure and 
capital expenditure. 

Non-Capital Expenditure (Tables 51 to 54) 
Table 31 expresses non-capital expenditure as a percentage of Gross National Product and shows 

how this has varied since 1971. Table 32 shows the sources of Health non-capital funds. Table 33 is a 
detailed table, showing the estimated expenditure in 1982 on each of the health programmes and 
services, while Table 34 deals with the allocation between the different health agencies. 

Capital Expenditure (Tables J5 and 56) 
Details of capital expenditure for 1982 are presented. 

TABLE I1 

NON-CAPITAL EXPENDITURE ON STATUTORY HEALTH SERVICES FOR THE YEAR 1971-72 TO 1982 IN 
ACTUAL TERMS AND AS A PERCENTAGE OF GROSS NATIONAL PRODUCT. 

Year 

1971-72 ... 
1972-73 ... 
1973-74 ... 
1974 (9 months) ... 
1975 .. ... 
1976 ... ... 
1977 ... ... 
1978 ... ... 
1979 ... ... 
1980 ... ... 
1981 ... ... 
I982 ... ... 

TABLE JZ 

SOURCES OF FUNDS FOR STATUTORY NON-CAPITAL HEALTH SERVICES IN 1982 

Non-capital expenditure on 
statutory health services 

(net) 

fm 
86.60 
108.10 
142.80 
134.70 
242.60 
274.60 
328.00 
400.00 

Note: The figures for Gross National Product for years up to and including 1980 aretaken from "National Inwme and 
Expehditure 1980", wmpiled by the Central Statistics Office. The figures for 1981 and 1982 are provisional and may be renscd la 
future editions of Nabonal Income and Expnditure. M i o r  adjustments may also be made to GNP fwures for years earlier than 
this. 

505.00 
701.00 
822.70 
948 

f million 

Exchequer ... ... ... ... ... 
Health Contribution etc. including other miscellaneousJ 
Receiptsunder EEC Re8ularions ... ... ... 
Hospitals Sweepstakes . . . . . .  ... ... 

... Total ... ... . . . . . . .  

Percentage 

Gross National Product 
at current market 

price 

fm 
1,974 
2.382 
2.799 
2.266 
3,738 
4,546 
5,420 
6.3 I0 
7;294 
8,507 
10,049 
11,725 

860.3 ' 
64.6 
21.1 
2.0 

948.0 

Health expenditure as a 
percentage of Gross 

National Product 

To 
4.39 
4.54 
5.10 
5.94 
6.49 
6.04 
6.05 
6.34 
632 
8.24 
8.19 
8.09 

90.8 
6.8 
2.2 
0.2 

100.0 



TABLE 13 
ESTIMATED NON-CAPITAL EXPENDITURE BY PROGRAMMES AND SERVICB . 1982 

I Exocnditure 
Programme and Service 

Community Prorection h g r o m m e  
1 .I Prevention of infectious diseases . . . . . .  ... ... ... ... ... 
1.2 Child health examinations ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 
1.3 Food hygiene and standards ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 
1.4 Drugs Advisory Service ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 
I . 5 Health Education ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 
1.6 Other preventiveservices ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 
Pnoon*~me TOTAL ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 
Community Healrh Services Programme 
2.1 General Practitioner Service (including prescribed drugs) ... ... ... ... 
2.2 Subsidy for drugs purchased by persons ineligible under 2.1 ... ... ... 
2.3 Refund of cost of drugs for long-term illnesses (including hardship caseij' ... ... 
2.4 Home Nursing services . . . . . .  ... ... ... ... ... ... 
2.5 Domiciliary maternity services ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 
2.6 Family Planning ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 
2.7 Dental Services ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 2.8 OphthalmicServices ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 
2.9 Aural Services ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 

(2.7, 2.8 and 2.9 are provided mainly for medical card holders and national school children) 
PROGRAMME TOTAL ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 
Communiry Welfare Promamme 

i 9 8 2  
t m  

3.600 
5.200 
2.650 
0.480 
1.800 
2.700 

16.430 

9 2 . m  
12.500 
6.550 

16.100 
1.500 
0.110 

10.500 
3.050 
0.700 

143. 010 

3.1 Cash payments and grants for disabled persons ... ... ... ... ... 1 40.229 
... . 3.2 Mobilitv allowances for handicapped persons ... ... ... ... 0.535 

... 3.3 Cash payments to persons with certain infectious diseases ... ... ... 0.867 
3.4 Maternity cash grants . . . . . .  ... ... ... ... 0.150 . 

... 3.5 Domiciliary care allowances for handicapded child& ... ... ... 3.385 
. . . . . .  3.6 Cash payments to blind persons ... ... ... ... ... 0.923 

... 3.7 Home help services ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 
... ... ... 

5.100 
3.8 Meals-on-Wheels Services ... ... ... ... 1.200 

... 3.9 Grants to voluntary welfareagencies ... ... ... ... ... 6.100 
3.10 Supply of milk to expectant and nursing mothers and children under fivccoverd by medical 

cards ... ... ... ... ... ... 0.750 
. . .  3.11 Pre-school sup'+ servic& ... ... ... ... ... 

3.12 Boarding out of children 
: : : I  0.400 

... ... ... ... ... 1.650 
3.13 Payments lor children in resident% homed" . . .  ... ... ... ... 

... 
5.100 

3.14 Welfare homes for the aged ... ... ... ... ... I ... , 5.6W 
PROGRAMME TOTAL ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 
Psychiolric Progrommp 
4.1 Service for diagnosis. careand prevention of psychiatric ailments ... ... ... 
PROGRAMME TOTAL ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 
Programme for the Handicapped 
5.1 Care in special homes for mentally handicapped ... ... ... ... ... 
5.2 Care of mentally handicapped persons in psychiatric hospitals ... ... ... 
5.3 Care in day centres for mentally handicapped ... ... ... ... ... ... 5.4 Assessment and care of blind ... ... ... ... ... ... 
5.5 Assessment and careof deaf ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 
5.6 Assessment and care of persons otherwise handicapped ... ... ... ... ... 5.7 Rehabilitation service ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 
PROGRAMME TOTAL ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 
General Hospilol Programme 
6.1 Services in regional hospitals ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 
6.2 Services in public voluntary hospitals ... ... ... ... ... ... , 

- 

71.989 -~ 
1 2 0 : ~ ~ )  
120.000 

50.000 
22.500 

4.800 
1.400 

, 0.350 
9.800 
2.570 

91.420 

103.000 
207.700 

6.3 Services in health board county hospitals and homes ... ... ... 
6.4 Contributions to patients in private hospitals ... ... 107.000 ... ... ... 
6.5 Servicesin district hospitals ... ... ... ... ... ... 
6.6 Services in health board long-stay'hbspirals 

i 20.500 
... ... ... ... ... 

6.7 Ambulance services ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 
PROGRAMMB TOTAL ... . . . .  ... ... ... ... ... ... 
General Supporr Programme 
7.1 Central administration ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 
7.2 Local administration (Health ~ a a & )  ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 7.3 Research ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 
7.4 Superannuation ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 
7.5 Finance charges (including interest on borrowings, insurances), etc . . . .  ... ... 
PRWRAMME T ~ A L  ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 
GROSS NON-CAPITAL-TOTAL-ALL PROGRAMMES ... ... ... ... 
Income 
8.1 Charges for maintenance in private and semi-private accommodation in public hospitals ... 
8.2 Other income ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 
TOTAL NON CAPITAL INCOME ... ... ... ... ... ... 
NET NON-CAPITAL TOTAGALL PROGRAMMES ... ... ... ... 

1 45.400 
12.300 

507.659 

6.152 
25.000 

1.700 
10.800 
4.540 

48.192 
998.700 

20.700 
30.000 
50.700 

948.000 
Other income includes, deductions from pay for emoluments and superannuation, retentions from pensions, other receipts 

such as canteen, payments for agency services (health inspector's services etc.) and investment income (voluntary hospital and 
homes) . 

74 



TABLE 14 

ESTIMATED NON-CAPITAL EXPENDITURE BY AGENCY - 1982 

TABLE J6 
CAPITAL ALLOCATION BY PROGRAMME, 1982 

1982 

Agency 
... ... ... ... ... ... ... Health Boards ... ... 
... ... ... ... Voluntary ~ospi ta ls  and'jbint Boards ... ... ... 

... ... ... ... ... Homes for the Mentally Handicapped ... ... ... ... ... ... Other agencies (Health Education Bureau etc.) ... ... 

... ... ... ... ... ... Central Administration ... ... ... 
... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... Total ... ... 

TABLE I5 
CAPITAL EXPENDITURE FOR 1982: ALLOCATION BETWEEN HEALTH BOARDS, VOLUNTARY BODIES AND 

DIFFERENT HEALTH PROGRAMMES 

Em 
Caoital Allocation . . .  ... ... ... 49.20 

' Expenditure 
f million 
669.0 
222.0 
47.0 

4.8 
5.2 

948.0 

Programme 
Complete and on-going schemes ... ... ... 
New schemes approve& 

Major schemes ... . . .  ... ... 
Equipment replacement ... ... ... 
Minor upgrading schemes - psychiatric hospitals . .  
Other schemes and contingencies ... ... 

Total 
1981 
~ O O O  

35,745 
2,950 
5,390 

571 
4.544 -- 

49,200 

Programme 

General Hospitals ... ... 
... Psychiatric Hospitals ... 

Mental Handicap . . . . . . .  ... 
Geriatric Accommodation ... ... 

... ... Others ... ... 
... Total ... ... 

Note: "General Hospitals' include Maternity and Children's Hospitals and Rehabilitation Hospitals. "Others" include 
Institutions for the Deal and Blind, Clinics, Dispensaries, Health Centres, Otthopaedic Hospitals, accommodation for families in 
distress, Child Care Services and othn Health Board requirements. "Geriatric Accommodation" includes County Homes and 
Welfare Homes. 

Voluntary Bodies 
1981 
mxl 

23,851 
35 

5,052 
62 

432 
29,432 

Total ... ... ... ... ... ... 

Health Boards 
1981 
im 

11,894 
2,915 

338 
509 

4,112 
19,768 

49.20 



SECTION K 

ELIGIBILITY FOR HEALTH SERVICES 

Categories of eligibility 
There are three categories of eligibiiity for health services and the category to which a person 

belongs determines what services he should pay for and what services he is entitled to free of charge. 
The three categories are as follows: 

Category I: Persons who are unable without undue hardship to arrange general practitioner services 
for themselves and their dependents. Such persons have full eligibility for all health services. They are 
issued with medical cards by the health boards. The health boards fix income guidelines to help in 
deciding on applications for medical cards. The guidelines which came into force on 1 January, 1983 are 
given in Table K1. About 37% of the population are in this category. 

Category 11: Persons, together with their dependents, whose annual income is below a specified limit. 
From 1 June, 1983 this limit is f 11,000. It relates to income for the year which ended on 5 April, 1983. 
Somewhat less than 46% of the population are in this category. 

Category 111: Persons, together with their dependents, whose income is above the specified limit. 
About 17% of the population are in this category. 

Services 
The following is a list of the main services which each eligibility category is entitled to: 

Category 1: Persons in this category are entitled to the full range of health services without charge. 
This includes in particular 
- free general practitioner and pharmaceutical services 
- free maintenance and treatment in public wards of  hospitals 
- free specialist out-patient services at public clinics 
- free dental, ophthalmic and aural services. 

Category 11: - free maintenance and treatment in public wards of hospitals 
- free specialist out-patient services at public clinics 
- assistance towards the cost of prescribed medicines 
- general practitioner maternity and infac* care services 
- free drugs for certain long-term illnesses. 

Category 111: - free maintenance in public wards of hospitals (liable for consultants' fees) 
- free specialist out-patient services at public clinics (excluding consultants' fees) 
- assistance towards the cost of prescribed medicines 
- free drugs for certain long-term illnesses. 

Voluntary Health Insurance 
The Voluntary Health Insurance Board, wh~ch commenced business in 1957, provides for persons 

who wish to supplement their entitlement to health services. It is mainly concerned with hospital costs 
and at present operates three general plans: 

Plan A - covers the full charge for semi-private and private accommodation in public hospitals 
Plan B - covers the full charge in public hospitals and also up to semi-private level in private 

hospitals and nursing homes 
Plan C - covers the full charge in all hospitals and nursing homes, including all private rooms. 

The board is non-profit making and subscriptions are income tax deductible. Table K4 gives an analysis 
of persons insured with the Voluntary Health Insurance Board. At mid-1982 there were approximately 
995,000 persons covered by schemes operated by the Board. 



TABLE K1 

INCOME GUIDELINES FOR ENTITLEMENT TO MEDICAL CARDS, 1 JANUARY; 1983 

Category Income per Week (f)  

Single pet 
Single person livin 

... ... ... ... Marlied couple . . . . . .  ... 1I.w 
... ... Allowance per child under 16 years. . . . . .  ... ... 1 8.50 ... ... ... Allowance for other dependants . . . . . .  ... ... 10.W 
... Allowance for outgoings on house . . . . . .  ... ... Excess over f 8.50 

... ... ... ... Other Allowances ... ... ... Reasonable expenses necessarily 
incurred in travelling to work 

TABLE K2 

NUMBER OF MEDICAL CARDS AND PERCENTAGE OF POPULATION IN EACH COUNTY COVERED BY 
MEDICAL CARDS 1981 AND 1982 

I I Number of nersons (includ- 
p~ 

Percentage of 
population covered 

on 31 December. 1982 
cards 
)ecember 

1982 

ine denendantsl covered Number 
current on : - 

1981 

Health Board and County 
" .  

on 31 Dece 1 
- 

I late 

EASTERN 
Dublin ... ... 
Kildare ... ... 
Wicklaw ... ... 
Total 

MIDLAND 
Laois ... ... 
Longford . . . . . .  
Offaly ... ... 
Westmeath ... ... 
Total ... ... 

MID-WESTERN 
Clare ... ... 
Limerick ... ... 

... Tipperary (N.R.) 

... Total ... 
NORTH EASTERN 

Cavan ... ... 
Louth ... ... 
Meath. ... ... 
Monaghan . . . . . .  

... Total ... 
NORTH WESTERN 

Donegal ... ... 
Leitrim ... ... 
Sligo. ... ... 
Total ... ... 

SOUTH EASTERN 
Carlow ... ... 
Kilkenny ... ... 
Tipperary (S.R.) ... 
Waterford ... ... 
Wexford ... ... 
Total ... ... 

SOUTHERN 
Cork ... ... 
Kerry ... ... 
Total ... ... 

WESTERN 
Galway ... ... 
Mayo ... ... 
Rorcomman ... 

... Total ... - - 
Grand Total . . .  

(a) Based on 1981 Census 

36.77% 

: was used. Population except Grand Total for which 1982 population estin 



TABLE K3 

PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF PERSONS WITH CATEGORY I ELIGIBILITY BY INCOME SOURCE OF 
MEDICAL CARD HOLDER 

NUMBER OF PERSONS INSUl 
21 

Income Source 

Farmers ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 
Farm labourers ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 
Other wage earners ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 
Self-employed persons ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 
Students ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 
Unemployed ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 
Welfare recipients ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 
Other ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 
Total ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... 

-- 
Age group 

Percentage 
-- 

9.96 
2.98 

21.89 
1.62 
7.94 

21.48 
31.68 
2.45 

Io0.W 

Total ... ... ... ... 
Source: Annual Report and Accounts fo 

TABLE K4 

\RY HEALTH INSURANCE SCHEME AT 
I AND SEX 

t 

-- 
482,504 

le year ended 28th Febr 


