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Slllemenl of t be Dt-plrtment of Hulth Ind C blldrtn 

10 Ihe John C O ...... iUH on Heallh Ind C hlklrell 

8 "oumber 2001 

lolroduCllon 

ram gnllerul \0 the Cluurman and memben of the Conunltlee for inviung 

U$ hen: today \0 discU55 the orthodontic services. The extent .. fthe: 

waiunglist and ", ... lIog time for orthodontic IISSeSSmrnt and treaunent is 

unacceptable and senously ronccms the Departmcnl The pl"e\'lIihng 

siwauon IS fwthl:r oompounded by the fact lbat the: pro ... \SioI! of 

ortbodonllc sen..ees i. cu.rreruly .e-.-I:rdy J"es!Jlc\ed due 10 the Iimllod 

a'ailabllity ofU1.U\cd specialist dinical stafflO aue51 and treat patients. 

ThIs shortage he resuhed from the diflicuhle5 wc have had U11~in8 

iIlT8Ilgemcnts for training programmes and [will deal ID some length with 

il presently 



Alms" Pol~ of Ib~ ~", Iee 

The orthodontic sen.-ices ronunuc 10 Ix <k\clopcd in xc:ordancc ... ith the 

Dental Health Acuon Plan. The Acoon Plan prov;de$ for !he 

d~vclopmenl by each health board ofa Consultant-led secondary c,," 

orthodontic sen';c~ AI ~~t, the Eastrn1 Regional Health Authority 

(ERHA) and the: olher ~ven boards have a Consultant-led orthodonuc 

senice. ConsulWlI Onhodontists, in addition 10 the:ir cbnlcal role, are 

also respo!ISIlIle for plannIng ~ and for lrau\mg health board 

dentists ...-ilhm all apprupriate /i'ame\\-orlL 

The MOCl9 Report 

In 1996, 1 wrote to th~ ChlefExecuuve Officen ofthc Health Boards 

rttOTnmrnding thaI a ifOuP, repn:srotativc of health board managemenl 

and Coniultaru Orthodontists. n:viow the orthodontic se!'\' ICes_ The 

obJc:W,e of UuJ n:'",ew "'IS 10 CII5lln: an adequatt: and cqullablc 

pro~-u",on of onhodonu<; treatment throughout the health boards. Onc of 



!he key rorommendauons of this Re ... iew Group -luIown as Ihe '\1onn 

Report' was tIw tpproprimly InlIned, qualified and ~stered 

specialiSt onhodootiSlS be employed in Rcgoonal Orthodonue Urul5 10 

ensure Ihe ptO~,sion ofa timely and hIgh quabty KO'ice 

This was again.stthe background ofa consultant-led aervice which 

developed In the m1d 19805. Within this service a number of dentists had 

.... orked m onhodonu(:!; under the direction and supervisIon of cons\lltllIH$ 

with a ~'Iev.' 10 M:iue-<in& postgraduate quahficalions in onhodonncs_ 

This infonnallla.inm& frame .... ork "'"lIS iDcoosistelu .... ith the 

modemls.a.tion of dcntistry under go~'emlnll EU Direcl1vCIi .... hich led 10 

the lnu-odueUO<l of spc.::iali$lluon in dentistry in the 1990s. 

Acamhnaly, "-ith the conserll of the: Minister for Health & Children, !he 

Delltal Council establrshed a Specialist RCglstC!' With a divisIon of 

Orthodonucs in 1999 



SlI«lal151 Innlillln Orlbodonlks 

Agreement bat now been ~ .... Iho:: Heallb Sc:rvi« EmpIo)'C2$ Agerq 

OIIW creation or the Specialist Dmtist in Orthodontics gm in tht: 

Ortbodootic Smi«'. This agrem>ent resulted from «lmplc)l and time­

consuming negob3UOII!. The introducDon ofthc Spccialm srade .... '11 ha\C a 

tn:mend0\lS impae! 011 the futu/"e dehvery of ortbodonucs. 

Tralnln& 

]1 is ronsideRd essential that Specialist DenU5t In Orthodontics training 

~ meellD!m!il]ona!b' mygpl...rt 5WIdanIs As I ha.'c already 

said the Dental Council bat estabhshed and malOlainJ • Speciah51 

Rcgt§ter in Cl<efC1SC of Its po ..... = under the DentlSt'1 Act, ]985, [n thIJ 

contC~I. it has rt:CO,8lli$ed the Irish Committee for S~d.lIs1 Training 

in InntiSI!) as. body wi!h.tn the State to Idvisc il on the grIUltmJl of 

C\'idencc or sausfJoelOl'Y comp!ction of ~alL5l nmmg. l1lc [nsh 

Commlllee for SpecialIst Tmning in Dcntl$lly fulfi]s its role throuah lIS 

Sp«lalul Ad\iHry Committee la Onltodoatkl 

._. 



ID 1997, the Dubllll Dental School recei"ro appTO,lII for its Speclllhst 

DalUSt in Onhodonties training programme. This apprmlll dawed from 

an ~t by the Specialist Advisory ConurnUce of the: J oint 

Committee ror Specltlltl Training in Dcntistry. nun Join! commm<:e 

is repreml1ativc of the Royal C olleges o r Surgeons in lrelll!ld and Great 

Bntaul and was estabhshro 10 O'efSCe acceptable sandards of 

pcmgraduate traming. CI.lm:flUy,!he Irish Committee has takrn ""er Ih.J.s 

role: of the: JoUl1 I;OIlUD.itloe in acoordaDce with Irish and EU legISlation. 

TIle Specltllsl Ad.i50r)' COmmiltH conducted a VISItation ofw 

Regional Onhodoontic l.'nits in Galway and Cork in 1999. Follow,ng from 

its RpOrt, the Unll'n Galway and the Dublin Dcntal Hospllal are now 

w-operllllna; in the provlS'on ofan appm"ro Specialist Dentl51 in 

OrthodontiCS tralnlng prog:rarnme for 2 dentists. Out 10 ,1J\ICtUBl 

defiCll~ncles Ln the: negtOl\, appro>lII W& nol ""m by the Specl.lit! 

...... 


