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.bORO SlLAInTe an 14RTAIR

WESTERN HEALTH BOARD

Tclephone: Galway 4021 HEAI)QUAR’TERS,

MERLIN PARK REGIONAL HOSPITAL,
GALWAY.

28th November, 1972

L To: Each Member of the Board,

Dear Member,

I desire to inform you that the next meeting of the Board will be held in
the Domestic Staff Home, Regional Hospital, Galway, at 3.00 p.m. on Monday,
4th December, 1972, to consider Agenda as set out hereunder,

| You are hereby requested to attend,

Yours faithfully,

,U{%7ﬂtf§a4mz£b

S. 0 Laoghaire.
Secretary.

|
l AGENDA
i 1. Opening Prayer,
2 Verification of minutes of monthly meeting of 6th November, 1972 (copy herewith)

3. Authorisation of.overdraft accommodation in the sum of £1,000,000 for quarter
ending 3lst March, 1973.

4,  Authorisation of loan of £22,000 for the installation of New Boiler and
erection of new chimney on Boilerhouse at St, Brigid's Hospital, Ballinasloe.

5. McKinsey Report on Comhairle na n-Ospideal and Regional Hospital Boards.

6, Recommendation from meeting of Local Committee for County:Roscommon held on
13th November, 1972,that a visiting Committee be appointed from Members of

the Local Committee to visit Institutions in County Roscommon.

lztol..l.
3] st _Mar h—w
1974: Meeting held on 27th October, 1972 invited the Members

to raise any points they wished on the Budget and

stated that it was now open for further discussion
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DOROD SLAINTE an 1ARTAIR

WESTERN HEALTH BOARD

Telephone: Galway 4021 HEADQUARTERS,
MERLIN PARK REGIONAL HOSPITAL,
GALWAY.

7. Business Submitted bynChief Executive Officer:

(1) Arrange date of Special Meeting of the Board to review progress for the
past year,

(2) Arrange date of January Meeting,
(3) Progress Report:
(a) "Choice of Doctor" and "Choice of Pharmacist® Schemes,
(b) Standing Committees,
(c) Future of Roscommon County Hospital.
(d) Calvary Hospital,
8. Notice of Motions:

(1) *That we call on the Minister for Health to institute an advertising
campaign on Television against Drug Addiction and Alcoholism,™

E. Haverty,

(2) *That the Western Health Board rejects the view of the Higher Education
Authority contained in Paragraph 25 of the Report published in July,
1972 on University Reworganisation namely the numerous demands on
limited financial resources would not justify the retention of the
Medical School at University College, Galway, ‘and that this Board
calls on the Government, as a priority, to make available adequate
funds to maintain and develop this faculty, and particularly to allow
for its extension into the field of Community Medicine and the

establishment and funding of a College of Nursing."
Michael J. Egan,

(3) ™ hat conventional methods be used in the building of all Welfare Homes."

P, Flynn,

,3.....
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bOrO sSLAIntce an 1ARTAIR

WESTERN HEALTH BOARD

Telephone: Galway 4021 HEADQUARTERS,
MERLIN PARK REGIONAL HOSPITAL,
GALWAY.

! (4) *That we, the undersigned, as representatives of Mayo/Roscommon County
- Council/Vocational Education Committee in our respective counties
consider that, henceforth, the educational requirements geoverning entry
to psychiatric nursing within the area of jurisdiction of the Western
‘ Health Board, be Intermediate/Group Certificate/Leaving Certificate and
further, that the lower age limit for entry be reviewed to give serious
consideration to lowering that limit to at least the age of 17,

Denis O'Rourke,
' Michael D, Lyons,
' Joseph Cullen
Patrick Concannon,
Eamonn Carey.

JUPLIUN ot IpTCIeT
oatober. 1972 invited the Members
b -0 i w‘

to raise in'f m. tlwy wished on the Budget and
' u&d M“ﬂ was nou open for further discussion
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BORD SLAINTE AN IARTHAIR.

i "2! ;Bﬂ ﬂEaLIH BOARD.

‘Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Board held at 3.00p.m. on Monday,
6th November, 1972, at Regional Hospital, Galway.

Prosent: Councillor T. King - Chairman - who presided.
' Other Messrs. T. S. O Basill, P. C. Bresnihan, E. Carey,
. i Miss D. Casey, Messrs P. Concannon, J. Costello,
_ﬂg_gggg- J. Cullen, J. P. O’Donnell, M. J. Dyar, M. J. Egan,

P. Flynn, L. Hanniffy, E. Haverty, P. D. Joyce,

M. J. McLoughlin, M. D. Lyons, J. M. Mannion P.J. Morley,
M. J. Mylotte, P. D. Power, D. O’Rourke, M. Ryan

J. J. Tobin and J. P. 0'Callaghan.

9 2g: Apology for inability to attend was received from .
Professor J. D. Kennedy. 4'

¥essrs. E. Hagnan, ChieaaExecutiée Officﬁr; . .

/ . P. Keyes, Programme Manager, General Hospita Care;

Attendance: p, O'Shez, Programme Manager, Special Hospital Care; '
J. Moran, Finance Officer. |

P. O'M-ara, Planning and Evaluation Officer; _

Dr. N. O'Beirn, R.M.S., Regional Hospital, Galway.

Dr. J. V. Halpenny, R.M.5., St. Patrick’s Hospital Castlerea

Messrs. J. F. Cunningham, Financial Accountant;

M. Duffy, J. O'Reilly.and J. Fitzmaurice, Staff Officers;

L. Reidy, Acting Secretary, St. Mary's Hospital, Castlebar &

J. O’Leary, Secretary. -

Lo
=

BMinutes: The Minutes of monthly meeting held on 2nd October, 1972
and Special Budget Meeting held on 27th October, 1972
ggg;q;.gnghiﬁhwhﬂﬂ-b§9“ circulated, were adopted on the
SEiRes el et ichunciiior N, Ryan, seconded by Mc. J. Costello,

" and then signed by the Chairman. |

ﬁggefaa;ﬁ;;;iiﬁé;;hgifkfgrred to the detailed manner in

P BEVEREER AL b

which the EMget for the year ending 3lst March,

o

-'191?:: :&jﬁ mgﬁirecomended for adoption at Special
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Appointment

On the proposal of Councillor P. Concannon, seconded by

Senator M. D. Lyons, it was resolved that: -

"The Minister for Health be requested to bring Section 69
of the Health Act; 1970 into operation so that the means
of relatives other than the spouse of a disabled person
are not taken into account in determining his eligibility
for a maintenance allowance; thus reducing the demand

for institutional accommodation for Disabled Persons

and encouraging them to continue to live in the Community"

Following discussion, it was proposed by Senator
J. M. Mannion, seconded by Senator Michael D. Lyons,

and resolved that:-

"We adopt the Draft Budget for the Financial Year ending
31lst March, 1974, as presented by the Chief Executive

Officer amounting to:

Expenditure gross - &£16,107,500

Income other than State Grants - £1,690,100

Nett Expenditure - £14,417,400

and we aprove of excess expenditure of £971,100 gross,
required to finance the services for current financial

year, ending 31lst March, 1973%.

Chief Executive Officer referred to his report dated

- of Three (3) 6th November, 1972, circulated at the Meeting, and to

Standing
Committees:

his previous Memorandum dated 2nd October, 1972, considered
at Monthly Meeting of that date, stating that he had
written to each Member on 30th October, 1972, requesting
him to indicate preference in order of choice of the
Standing Committee on which he wished to serve.

On the basis of the replies received, he recommended the
appointments as set out in his report of 6th November, 1972
P

which were as follows and that the Membership be interchanged
ich were as follows



Comhairle

& Regional

at two yearly intervals so that each Member if he so

desired, would have an opportunity of serving on more

than one Standing Committee.

Gen. Institutional Psy. & Geriatric
Care Inst, Care
Mr. P. Bresnihan Mrs, M. Croffy

F.R.C.S.1.
Mr. E. Carey,

N.T. o WS EC,

Miss D. Casey,
Matron.

Mr. P. Concannon
M.CIC.

Mr. E. Haverty,
M.C.C.

Prof. J.D. Kennedy,
Pathologist

Mr. D. O’Rourke,
M.C.C.

Mr. M Ryan,
M.CoCo

Mr. P. Flynn
N.T., M.C.C.

IJQIC .cl

Mr. J. Cullen
MCC.C.

Dr. M. J. Dyar

Mr. M. J. Egan
Solicitor

Dr. L. Hanniffy

Mr. P.D. Joyce
M.CC.

Mr. J.R. Lenehan
3:D., ¥.C.C.

Mr. T. O Baoill,
R.P.N.

Community Care.

Mr. J. Costello

Sen. J.M. Mannion,
M.C.C.

Mr. M. J. Morley,
N.T., M.C.C.

Dr. M. Mylotte,
Dr. M.J. McLoughlin,
B.D.S.

Mr. P. O'Cathain,
M.A.

Mr. J.P. O'Donnell,
M.P.S.I.

Dr. P. D. Power,

Mr. J.P. O’Callaghan, Dr. J.J. Tobin,

M.C.Cl

Chief Executive Officer’s recommendations were adopted,

and it was agreed that any two Members would be permitted

by agreement to exchange from one Committee to another

before the date of the next meeting.

Chief Executive Officer referred to Summary of McKinsey

03 n=Ospideal penort on Comhairle na n-Ospideal and the Regional

Hospital Boards, circulated to each Member on 3rd.

October, 1972..and to his own commentary circulated on

31st October, 1972, and explained that he had only
received two copies of the full Report. The Department
of Health had been requested to make copies of the full

report available for circulation to each Member of the

Board, but it was explained to him

andpuly e LW '

L
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Progress
Report by
Chief
Executive
Officer:

that there were not sufficient available for this purpose.

On the proposal of Councillor E. Carey, seconded by

Senator J. M. Mannion, it was decided to defer

consideration of this matter until a copy of the full

Report had been received by each Member.

Chief Executive Officer reported that:-

(1)

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

(a)

(b)

:s;éﬂih _tﬁiirarea, or in Bally}eagug,_Co. Roscommon.

General Medical Services - ™Choice of_Doctor" Scheme.

At the Monthly Meeting of 2nd October, 1972, he

had referred to the difficulty in recruiting doctors
for some problem areas. Since then the following

developments had taken place.

County Galway.

Aran Islands.

A dactor had taken up duty.

Carna

A doctor had been selected Bllowing recent interviews.

Portumna

A doctor had been selected following recent interviews.

Williamstown.

A doctor had been selected following recent interviews.

County Mayo
Swinford.

The doctor who was tto take up duty in this area

had returned to Canada and another had been selected

who would take up duty in the very near future.

Ehﬁgﬁfies had been received from a doctor who might




Chief Executive Officer made a special appeal to those
Medical Card Holders who had not yet exercised t eir
Choice of Doctor, to do so without further delay,

and also to eligible persons availing of the Scheme,

not to abuse it by unnecessary calls on the services of the

participating Doctors.
(2) delfare Homes.

(a) Claremorris.
Tenders were invited by public advertisement on
28th October, 1972, and the latest date for

reception of tenders was the 30th November, 1972
(b) Mestport.

A tender for the erection of this Home was sent
to Department of Health, on Sth October, 1972,
for sanction. The decision of the Department
was awaited.

eme for the conversion of the old T.B.
0 a 20 bed unit and the building of a
ini y a total of 40 welfare

ment of Health in July 1972.
|

AN Eng !

' ay f st
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Notice
of Motion

(2)

On the proposal of Councillor E. Carey, seconded by

Senator M. D. Lyons, it was resolved that:-

"the conversion of the old T.B. Hospital, Belmullet,
into a Welfare Home be given priority by the
Department of Health with the view to ensuring that
work will have commenced and patients admitted there by

31lst December, 1%72."

Renumeration of Medical Students Guaranteeing

Service to the Board on Qualification:

On consideration of letter dated 6th November, 1972
from Professor J. D. Kennedy, the following motions

were withdrawn at his request:-

Professor Kennedy proposed to re-submit them in a

modified form to a later meeting:

(a) "That Doctors who guarantee two years continuous
service in the Hospitals of the Western Area
Health Board be remumerated at the salary for

an Intern during their final medical year."

(b) "That Doctors who guarantee five years continuous
service to:-the Health Board - after qualification,
be paid at the rate for the Intern year from the
third year onwards, in other words, during their

third, fourth, and fifth years of study."

D Treatment by P e Dentists.

The following motion, notice of which had been duly
given, was adopted on the proposal of Councillor E.
Haverty, seconded by Senator J. M. Mannion, the

Chief Executive Officer having pointed out that the
approval of the Minister for Health would be necessary.

"that thﬁ'"GStern Health Board arrange Hr the treatmentj

gLl DR




Pollution

in Galway
Bay:

of adult eligible patients through the private
lentists at the rates being paid by the Department

of Social Welfare™.

In reply to question from Councillor M. Ryan, Chief
=xecutive Officer stated that the control of pollution
was the responsibility of the Local Sanitary Authorities,
but the actual service was provided on an agency basis

by the Board's Staff under the County Medical Officers.

Dr. P.D. Power, County Medical Officer, Galway, and
Member of the Board, stated that he was aware of recent
Press Reports on the presence of pollution in Galway
Bay, adding that he welcomed the intervention of
scientific departments of University College, Galway,
in this field, as the more information they had on the

problem, the better.

His own department collaborating with the Board's Public
Analyst, Dr. P.P. Donovan, Regional Hospital, Galway,
were also very active in scrutinising every pollution
problem, including ensuring that the effluent etc., from

new industries was confined within acceptable limits.

There had been considerable research and discussions at
the highest level before the new sewage scheme for Galway
city had been accepted. Although he was satisfied that
this Scheme would not cause pollution in Galway Bay, the
design included contingency plans for additional treatment,

should this prove necessary in the future.

The Galway Bay Monitoring Committee which had been

established through the co-operation of the Galway County
Manager and Chief Executive Officer of this Board,
comprising County Medical Officer, Public Analyst, a
Shell Fish Expert from An Eord Iascaigh Mhara and an
Engineer £;ep Galway Corporation met regularly to monitor

/8 RO
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tests carried out in the Bay for Bacteriological content
and toxic metals. Their findings so far compared
reasonably well with other areas surveyed and formed a
base line for measuring future pollution levéls. The
paesition on certain parts of the fore-shore should
improve when temporary outfalls were discontinued on

completion of the sewage scheme.

Dr. M. J. Dyar, referred to Chief Executive Officer’s
statement at Special Budget Meeting on 27th October, 1972,
that the Board’s Maternity Unit at Regional Hospital,

Galway could cope with the additional load of approximately |
400 births per annum involved in the closure of the |
Maternity Unit at Calvary Hospital, Galway. He did not
agree that the Maternity Unit at Regional Hospital, Galway,
could cope adequately with any additional load as, in his
opinion, existing pressure on the Unit prevented patients

having an édequate period of convalescence.

The Board should do all in their power to find an
appropriate role for Calvary Hospital within its

framework.

Chief Executive Officer stated that this question was '
not on the Agenda and he considered no decision should
be taken on the matter in the absence of advice from
Professor E. O’'Dwyer, Consultant Obstetrician/
Gynaecologist, Regional Hospital, Galway. Provision had
beqnuinexuded.tn-the'ﬂraft Budget approved by the Board
.for 1973/74 for additional accommodation and staffing
for Maternity Department, Galway Regional Hospital,
which proposals were outlined by the Programme Manager
at Board Meeting held on 27th October, 1972 when Budget
fqr‘Q}UQ“FﬂS},¥?#€:lg73/74 was under consideration

ohurk of HARM 11z e




He had seen the Press Reports on the closure of this Unit
and wished to state that he had given no statement to the
Press. The question was also raised at the Meeting of
the Local Health Committee for County Galway on the 3rd.
inst. when he intimated that this was a matter for the
Western Health Board. Calvary Hospital was not, strictly
speaking, a Hospital but a Nursing Home 6f 72 beds. -

It did not have a resident medical staff.

It was not correct to say that it received no financial
assistance from the Western Health Board, which paid the
authorised contribution towards the cost of eligible

patients, maintained there.

During the year ended 3lst March, 1972, £2,540.00 was
paid in respect of Maternity cases and £8,213.00 in
respect of others, making a total of £10,753.00.

During the half year ended 30th September, 1972,
£1,920.00 had been paid in respect of maternity cases, -
£3,523.00 in respect of others, - total of £5,443.00.

Full-time Consultants employed by the former Health
Authority, i.e. Galway County Council, were not permitted
to work in private hospitals and the position had not
changed, since the Board took over responsibility for the
Health Services. These Wholetime Consultants, could,

however, be called in for consultation in an emergency.

The Western Health Board was in no way responsible for
perventing patients from going to Calvary Hospital,. We had

not solicited patients, but nobody needing care was
turned away.

He had met the authorities of Calvary on four occasions
and made suggestions to them as to how they might best

serve the health needs of the area but from the Board’s
point of view these suggestions were not taken up.

3 _f .‘.!'T ';_:__ (- e L . 1.0/ no..oo.




He was still available for further discussions with
the suthorities of Calvary Hospital. The Board decided

to defer further consideration of the matter to a future
m. :

This concluded the business of the meeting.
LAl LY VRN L _
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28th November, 1972.

To: Each Board Member other than Chairman, Vice Chairman,
Councillor P. Concannon, Professor J. D. Kennedy and Mr.
P. C. Bresnihan.

Re: McKinsey Report on Comhairle na nOspideal and the Regional
Hospital Boards.

Dear Member,

Since our last Board Meeting on 6th inst. I have been
supplied with eight copies of this Report from the Department of
Health. There are no more copies available. I have therefore,
distributed these on the basis that one copy will be shared between
every three Members excepting those who already received copies
as Members of the Galway Regional Hospital Board. I set out
below the distribution; the first person listed in each group will
receive the copy Report for transfer to the other two Members of
his group i.e.

Group 1. Councillor E. Carey, Councillor J. R. Lenehan T.D.,
Dr. J. J. Tohin.

" 2. Mr. M. J. Egan, Councillor P. Flynn, Councillor P. J.
Morley.

- 3- msa e Casey, Dr. Ho J- mughlin' Dro Ho J-Hylotte.

- 4. Mr. J. Costello, Councillor J. Cullen, Councillor J. P.
0' Callaghan.

f L Dr. L. Hanniffy, Mr. T. O' Baoill, Mrs. M. Croffy, M.C.C.

’ 6. Councillor E. Haverty, Councillor M. Ryan, Councillor
D. O' Rourke.

" 7. Councillor P. D. Joyce, Senator J. M. Mannion, MCC.,
Mr. P. O' Cathain.

. 8' Hr. J. P. 0' mnnell' Dr' P. Dt mm' Dr. u. J. DYar.

Yours sincerely,

E. HANNAN,
Chief Executive Officer.

- Aot : NN, CPT
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BORD SLAIMFL AN IARTHAIR

WESTERN HEALTH BOARD

Merlin Park Regional Hospital,
Galway.

To: Each Board Member: 6th November, 1972,

Dear Member,

Re: Appointment of three (3) No. Standing Committeecs

With reference to my report of 2nd ult. adopted at Board Meeting on
2nd October, 1972, vhen it was decided to proceed with the appointment of
three (3) Standing Committees of the Board, I have written to the members
excluding the Chairman and Vice-Chairman, who will be ex officio members
cf each Standing Committee, and I now recommend the following appointments,
the membership to be interchanged at two-yearly intervals:

General Institutional Cmte. Psy & Ger. Incst, Care Community Care

Mr, P. Bresnihan Mrs. M, Croffy, M.C.C. Mr, J. Costello
Counciller E. Carey Mr, J. Cullen, M.C.C, Sen, J. Mannion MCC
Miss D. Casey Dr. M, J. Dyar Clr. P. J, Moriey
Mr, P, Concannon, M.C.C. Mr, M. J. Egan Dr. M., Mylotte
Councillor E. haverty Dr, L. Hanniffy Dr. M. J. McLcoughlin
Prof. J. D, Kermedy Councillor P, D, Joyce Mr. P, O Cathain
Councillor D, O'Rourke Mr. J. R. Lenehan, T.D.MCC Mr, J. P. O'Donnell
Councillor M. Ryan, Mr, T, O Baoill Dr. P. D. Power
Councillor P, Flynn Mr, J., P. 0'Callaghan MCC Dr, J. J. Yc¢bin

Yours faithfully,

f'ﬂ:, — g

vt
E. Hannan,
Chief Executive Officer.



| bORD SLAINTE AN 10RTAIR

WESTERN HEALTH BOARD

Telephone: Galway 4021 HEADQUARTERS,

MERLIN PARK REGIONAL HOSPITAL,
GALWAY.

2nd November, 1972.

To:-~ Each Board Member.

Re: Minutes of Special Meeting of Board held
on 27th October, 1972, to consider
Budget for 1973/74.

With reference to the above forwarded to you on 31st ult.,
with Agenda for Meeting on 6th inst., I would point out that through
an oversight the document circulated was only a draft of these
Minutes and should not have been issued. The proper document is
~ enclosed. I would be glad if you would destroy the first mentioned
“and retain the latter which will come before the Board for adoption
‘, on Monday next, 6th November, 1972.

|

f
|

Yours sincerely,

1 o, s

Chief Executive Officer.



bOROD SlLAInTe an 1ARTAIR

WESTERN HEALTH BOARD

Telephone: Galway 268k 7631, HEADQUARTERS,

MERLIN PARK REGIONAL HOSPITAL,
GALWAY.

2nd January, 1973.

To:-~ Each Member of the Board.

Dear Member,

I desire to inform you that the next meeting of the Board
will be held in the Domestic Staff Home, Regional Hospital, Galway,

at 3.00 p.m. on Monday, 8th January, 1973, to consider Agenda as set out
hereunder.

You are hereby requested to attend.

Yours faithfully,

,4ﬂ97£§%hza¢3
S.0 Laoghaire.
Secretary.

AGENDA

- Opening Prayer.
2. Verification of Minutes of Meeting of 4th December, 1972.
(Copy herewith).

/2.-oooocnocoo.-ooc



DOROD SLAINTE AN 16RTAIR

WESTERN HEALTH BOARD

Telephone: Galway 498K 7631. HEADQUARTERS,
MERLIN PARK REGIONAL HOSPITAL,
GALWAY.

3. Authorisation of Loans.
(1) St. Mary's Hospital, Castlebar.
(a) Renewal of Electrical Installation - £13,500,
(b) Installation of Two (2 No.) Boilers - £15,000.
(2) Erection of Welfare Homes.
(a) Westport = £120,000.

(b) Claremorris-— £120,000.
(3) Merlin Park Regional Hospital - Intensive Care Unit - £15,000.

4, Disposal of Workhouse Lands, Oughterard, County Galway to
Galway County Council.
(Statutory Notice to each Member on 18th December, 1972).

S. Standards for full Eligibility - General Medical Services.

6. Chief Executive Officer's Progress Report:
(1) "Choice of Doctor" and "Choice of Pharmacist" Schemes.

(2) Sacred Heart Home, Castlebar - Improvements Scheme.

(3) Welfare Homes - Acquisition of sites at Newcastle Road,
Galway and Carraroe, County Galway.

(4) Future of Calvary Hospital.




