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REPORT OF AN BORD UCHTALA (THE ADOPTION BOARD) FOR 1984

——

29th March, 1985

To: Mr. Barry Desmond, T.D.,
Minister for Health.

The Board has the honour to present its thirty-second Annual Report for the year
ended 31st December, 1984.

Board members:-

DISTRICT JUSTICE AGNES B. CASSIDY, M A., LLB.,

Barrister-at-Law, Chairman,

SUSAN GAGEBY DENHAM, B.A. (mod), LL.B., LL.M.,
Barrister-at-Law, Deputy Chairman,

DOROTHY DILLON BROWNE,
VIVIENNE DARLING, M.A.,
BRIAN DOOLAN,

MICHAEL P. FLYNN, M.D., D.P.H.,
NORA NOWLAN, B.A. (mod)
Registrar: JOHN CRONIN

Medical Adviser: DR. J. STEPHEN DOYLE, M.D., FR.C.P.I,
Professor of Medicine in the Medical School of the Royal College of Surgeons
in Ireland.




During the year, 1195 adoption orders were made. Since the Adoption Act, 1952, came
into operation on Ist January, 1953 a total of 32,935 adoption orders have been made
up to 31st December, 1984.

The following statistical summary covers the year 1984:-

2

10.

11.

NOTE: The difference between the nu

R RDET Of OB MBI . . oo st cosivcsenssincsnvessssssbvreh 74
No. of meetings devoted to the making of adoption orders ............. 52
No. of meetings devoted to the other work of the Board ........c.00... 22

The business at these 22 meetings included:-

(a) general policy matters, including a review of the Board's practices and
procedures,

(b) consideration of problems arising in 280 applications,

(¢) meetings with representatives of the Central Council of Catholic Adoption
Societies and three adoption societies,

(d) special interviews with: applicants; applicants’ legal advisers; natural
mothers; natural fathers; persons having information as to eligibility of
children for adoption; persons pursuant to section 3 of the Adoption Act,
1976: persons authorised to act on behalf of the Board under section 4(1) of
the said Act. Forty-five persons in all were interviewed.

No. of applications for adoption orders received by the Board ......... 956
No. of sdoption ordersmade ... ...o. ... i i il oot e 1195
NO; of intetilotdem mnde 0. UL L T T A 0
No. of adopLion Orders refised  ....................oussssiin.idondens 4
No. of applications for adoption orders withdrawn or not

proceeded with by the applicants ............coir e esesa 30
No. of children reclaimed by the natural mother ................ocoess 18
No. of children removed from applicants by the placing society ........:- !
No. of registered adoption societies concerned in the applications ......- 19



The Board held the following meetings:

Location Number of Visits Number of Meetings
EMUBLIIN <. a/slh 5 s ivtd o005 o 6 WA i b S0 B S5 5 o 5.# BN oSy 35576 o' 0 e 5 A e s 54
CORK o ilia vy iy s e L2 Ca i rs R s e PV L e 8
LIMERICK ... .cireronismineasssibion R R S R R b 5
EIALWAY (2 il Caiion siahanevinsstsoiseits o N P e SRR U L P SR e s 3
3 Ui 0 S NS T e e i Lo S (L v o R S B T o1t BRI ke 3
B IREININY oot o 2i b nroneywis o b A0S0 tiniecs s PR e Sl e g N e |

74

The adoption orders made during the year are further analysed as follows:-

In Respect of Number
Tt RPSERP a  d  F e  Te T 665
Ty RS G s R P e g s Rl ot e S 530
Children placed by registered adoption SOCIEUIES ......covvvvvrrnnnnrnnsnsns 793
Children placed by health boards ..................... N de s or BRIl 2y X 85
Children placed by the natural mother with non-relatives.................... 20

Family adoptions:-

NATUIHL T0Other AnE By TSR . o e A vir s B s B D 4 B WA e T & 5 Y 225
ST e e o e Bl e gt | e = 6 S S o SR P e 4
Natursl Lother and BB WS o i i e v s et s Ba ais €5 ¢ B AR AR S i nbon iemiie 4
Grandparents or other relatives ........cccovsoessccrcnsssnrsessvsosssnne 64

297

Orders made in favour of applicants resident in each health board area:-

Census 1981
Percentage
of total population
Number Percentage resident in each area
Eastern Health Board 487 40.75 34.70
Southern Health Board 222 18.58 15.25
Mid-Western Health Board 114 9.53 8.95
South Eastern Health Board 101 8.45 10.88
North Eastern Health Board 82 6.87 8.39
Western Health Board 82 6.87 991
Midland Health Board 55 4.60 5.87
North Western Health Board 52 4.35 6.05
TOTALS 1,195 100.00 100.00



The following are the names and addresses of the adoption societies concerned in the
adoption orders made during the year, together with the number of orders in which
each society was concerned:-

Catholic Protection and Rescue Society of Ireland,
T T T 7 e R N AT AP P 114

*Limerick Catholic Adoption Society,
39 Catherine Street, Limerick

'Challenge, Registered Adoption Society and Counselling Service for Single and
Adoptive Parents, c/o Sion House, Kilkenny .. .......covvvvnenrennesnnnns 37

Protestant Adoption Society and Single Parent Counselling Service,

TL Baghton Road Rathgat; PBEDI6) L cuilis cie s coe sais sosas s aasviosbiaeind 8
R.G.AS.,

YA e v S T D AR e S 1 ./ 35
Sacred Heart Convent,

L oSS AR ey CEe e 2 SIS Bl 0 B L O 0 5 e 68
St. Anne’s Adoption Society,

Assumption Convent, Blackpool, CorK .. ..o oot e e e e avaans 69
St. Attracta’s Adoption Society,

R IS SHEDT LS o SO e e g R /1 RIS iy e I P 37
St. Brigid’s Orphanage,

Holy Faith Convent, The Coombe, Dublin 8 . . . ... ooo o nr e e e e eesenes RE
St. Catherine’s Adoption Society.

U'Conmeii tvest, BEanil. Co CMm. oot 0 -k g o o 23
St. Clare’s Adoption Society,

i S e SEAEDR e S e e e 38
St. John's Adoption Society,

S AN ORYS WNITord | (i i e SRR T 6
**St. Kevin's Adoption Society,

St. Joseph's Hospital, Dungarvan, Co. Waterford 15

llllllllllllllllllllllll

I
On 12th September, 1984, the Board approved this society's application to change its name from “Ossory

A on Society™ : . L
A:z:tt::: Pll'ﬂtlh",m “Challenge, Registered Adoption Society and Counselling Service for Single and



**St. Louise Adoption Society,
LIRMES 'S SIttet, EMIBI 8 s Easiiint e an bt Fulaa e e irnnlPaicemrt faikerss 78

*St. Mary’s Adoption Society,
20 Dennty Street, Tralee, Co  Keriy. &, on it v o s s narns sdoisd st abissias e 20

St. Mura’s Adoption Society,
rahan, Lutord, €o. Donegal. . ool ol i o ¢ sy saianissleutibaias s e 21

*St. Nicholas® Adoption Society,
Western Health Board, Community Care Services, Newcastle Road, Galway .. 20

St. Patrick's Guild,

B A On R ORI o o o e e v Wt o s e n e aoris o bwe o 102

St. Thérese Adoption Society,

Carmelite Priory, Whitefriar Street, Dublin 8. . ..o ciivnitiniseivososess 22
793

*These societies are run in association with the local health board.
**These societies are operated entirely by stafl of the South Eastern Health Board and Eastern Health

Board, respectively.

There were no applications for the registration of adoption societies and no
registration was cancelled during the year under review.



No. of orders made in respect of children placed by health boards:-

RTINS S O g P e Lt SRS I e S A e R e S ey o 4]
BRI TR ORI I B ORIY U0t oo o 5's 5% 5.5 656 s1000 0 00 10TE6 6 4075 V48 V00 465 88 ¢ 4AEAED 12
L U T T T R S SR e GRS AP SeOF LR LR SR OB 0
T T DT T T e e e O A T A U SR SO R SRS § e 8
R R B I . L s ih e s eidia binas ae s dssiaedeisusiasesnsensaeeenees 8
ST LT T T S T TR T e BT A IS B (kS Mgt IO W (A, 4
O SWESIRE R FLC AR BIOMEEE ot -0 o 6 s s s 1a 5705 %5 4 6.0/ 6r 0. 83874 #10's . 076 306 o nis s 0ere 3
Mid-Western Health Board .......... R TR S S0 e e o (RIS 8 5 vo 0

85

NOTE: These figures do not include the adoption orders made in respect of

children placed by adoption societies which are operated by or in
association with a health board.

Classification of Adopters according to their Socio-Economic Group

Farmers, Farmers’ Relatives and Farm Managers ..........covviiiinnnnnsas 90
Other Agricultural Occupations and Fishermen..........coiivvieniniennes 11
FREET P RORCHIOMRL s 0 o7 as s s o 5 h ki oo o ol s el oo s 8 05 S0l o010 /0 mi e le A 92
R B DORERENOINE" < < 6 5% s o ¥ 5va s (e 40 5.0 o it o I Prals (W o a/o b 6t (b s o eraloTs 73
Self-Employed (Employing Others) and Managers ..........co0vvivnnsnnsas 128
T T e N 11y g R 0 e R 103
mtermediate Non=-Mantal Workers « .o . oo i svesavnisunesine seaeessssnas 137
ERther Nof=-MANURL WORKEEE .. oo o itvanniiveonssivh iasuesessimesssioyassaess 97
SIS A ENRRL  WOEEEIR & 0.2 o s s oin oha wiodie dovaiy s sies Binsain Kpaich ¢/ /60ssnien ol 301
L g TR T R e ey S R el G e e GO 59
T U T g R ey et Jee . T R A RON R o o 94
i e T e o e Ao TR e e TIORA A e . | e SN S oy 10

1195

NOTE: Those who were unemployed on the date that the order was made were
classified by their previous occupations.

Where both applicants were gainfully employed outside the home the
~ classification is in accordance with the occupation of the husband.

Age of the child at the date of the adoption order:-

RIBRIT O JIURE s ok 0T o o st o s e RNt k=5 L W v S L e 574
DEAWEEY L ABG 2 YES . i i s At gt e Sy e e L S A 258
e g AT B et B e TN L e T S e SIS Y o T2 43
g B N T S SRR OR R Sty P A e SR | LY R 41
i T R R T L s e 51
s g Lt RS S s e G P R T TR, et 181
REDCEH N  F RaRE A T e ORI S e T 33
BetWees 15 Rid IO YoRraraeter ey Lot no e 08 SRRt e s e e 14

: 1195



Year of birth of children in respect of whom adoption orders were made:-

1963 — 6
1964 — |
1965 — 2
1966 — 1
1967 — 0
1968 — 3
1969 — 4

1970 — 5
1971 — 6
1972 — 8
1973 — 12
1974 — 10
1975 — 24
1976 — 27

1977 — 39
1978 — 47
1979 — 60
1980 — 43
1981 — 40
1982 — 90
1983 — 619
1984 — 148

TOTAL — 1,195

NOTE: This table relates to the year of birth not to the year of application.

Analysis of Placements 1975-1984

. 1975 ._I'-}?ﬁ 1977 | 1978 | 1979 | 1980 | 1981 | 1982 | 1983 | 1984

No. of applications

received 1426 | 1277 | 12906 | 1228 | 1234 | 1354 | 1189 | 1254 | 1115 | 956
No. of adoption

orders made 1443 | 1104 | 1127 | 1223 | 988 1LIS | 1191 | 1191 | 1184 | 1195
No. of orders made in

respect of children

placed by:
— adoption societies 1164 | 905 938 1064 | B45 928 051 B79 921 793

% 80.7% | 82.09 | 83.2% | 87.09% | 85.5% | 83.2% | 79.99% | 73.8% | 77.8% | 66.3%
— health boards 123 91 79 52 42 77 80 80 15 RS

% 8.5% | 8.2% | 7.1% | 4.2% | 4.3% | 6.9% 6.7% | 6.7% | 6.3% | 7.1%
— the natural mother

with non-relatives 30 o 6 12 7 5 13 I 15 20

G 21% | 0.8% | 0.5% | 1.0% | 0.7% | 0.5% | 1.1% | 0.9% | 1.3% | 1.7%

!

No. of orders made in

respect of family

adoptions 104 | 95 94 105 | 147 | 22) 173 | 297

%% 7.8% | 9.5% | 9.4% | 12.3% | 18.69% | 14.6%; 124,9%




Analysis of Family Adoptions 1980-84

i

{ 1980 | 1981 | 1982 [ 1983 | 1984
No. of orders made in respect 105 147 221 173 297
of family adoptions 9.4% | 12.3% | 18.6% | 14.6% | 24.9%
No. of orders made in favour of:
|
— natural mothers and their husbands 59 90 128 103 225
53% | 7.5% | 10.8% | 8.7% | 18.9%
— other relatives 46 57 03 70 72
4.1% | 48% | 7.8% | 5.9% | 6.0%
1 l |

NOTE:

grandparents; brother; sister; uncle; aunt.

Enquiries from Adopted Persons

For the purposes of this table “other relatives” includes: the natural father;

The Board continues to receive enquiries from adopted persons seeking information
on their background. Fifty-two enquiries were received in 1984. The Board is willing to
make available to adoptees such non-identifying information as it has on file and to
give any other assistance possible. Regretfully, in many of the earlier cases the amount

of information is scant.

Given under the Official Seal of the Board

Agnes B. Cassidy

CHAIRMAN
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