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BFHI annual feeding rates calculation example 

 

Year 2016      Hospital Name:
Example

Your data 

here Explain if needed

No. Live Births 2003

Number babies feeding - after any NND or NPO or 

removed from calculation for some reason (line 3) 2000

No. initiating BF/ EBM (line 4) 1123

BF Initiation % (first feed) 56.15% #DIV/0!

No. bf exclusive birth to discharge 800

Exclusive bf birth to discharge % (line 7) 40.00% #DIV/0!

No. partial bf between birth and discharge 323

% partial bf between birth and discharge (line 9) 16.15% #DIV/0!

Number any bf during stay (line 10) 1123 0

Discharge any BF during stay % 56.15% #DIV/0!

check line 4 minus line 10 = zero 0 0

Number initiating Bf but going home not 

breastfeeding at all (will also be included in partial number) 8

exclu formula birth to discharge  (line 14) 877

% exclu formula birth to discharge (line 15) 43.85% #DIV/0!

Check : Does line  4 +  line 14 = number in line 3  (or 

can account for any difference) 2000 0

Check: Does line 7+ line 9 + line 15 = 100% 100.00% #DIV/0!

Are Special Care/NICU included in both initiation and 

discharge numbers? yes/no

Grey shaded numbers will calculate automatically when data is put into the unshaded 

boxes

Notes:

1. Number of births returned to BFHI should match number of births returned through National Perinatal Reporting System (NPRS)

2. Initiation of Bf / first feed is recorded in the new National Maternity Record. Do not confuse with number of babies having skin to skin contact but who do not initiate breastfeeding.

3. Feeding method birth to discharge (lines 6, 8, & 14) is returned to NPRS also and thus this number should match what is rerturned to NPRS

4. Definitions:

Exclusive bf: no formula or water or sugar solution at any time

Partially/combined feeding: includes if any formula or water or sugar solution was used at any point, and babies who breastfed at some time but went home not breastfeeding at all 

Exclusive formula: no breastfeeding/breast milk at any time

5. Special care/NICU: if these babies are included in initiation but not included in the discharge the numbers will not add up and the hospital may be under-reporting their breastfeeding rate. The 

feeding of these babies is returned to NPRS so there must be some records of their feeding to return to BFHI. 

6. There will be some carry-over from babies born in one year and discharged in another year; hopefully this will even out nearly the same


