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Confidential unt il confirme;d.:.!:, 

NATIONAL HEALTH 
-WE 

COUNCIL 

Minutes of �M�.�§ �e �t�1�~�a�g� held on 11t h June. 1955? in the, 
�Q�Q�p�.�~� �R�o �o�m �~�s�t�o�m� House. Dubli n 

The membe::'s present �'�W �e�r�e �~ �-

�E �~� Se 6 �B�r�a �c �:�i�n �~� Uasal, Chairman, 
Y.rs., T" �B�a�.�. �"�"�t�y�~� 
Dr o No Co Bro' .. ;'lle, ToD .. 
Miss M.. Ch-amoors , 
Or.. De Conr.olly ) 
M" Coste},l c , E:!q .. , H"P.S.I.. , 
Do Do Co:;le, Esq .. , 
Dr .. Jo D1.lnne, 
Dr" Ao Co Esmocde, T"D" 9 
J " F1YDL, Esq .. , 
Do Galli vanjl �E�s �q �~�$� B. D. S .. , 
K" Harri ngton, Esq .. , B.D.S., 
t>1. }Iacksn, Esq q , 

�D�~�.� A. McCart hy, 
Alderman Mo J 0 MoGuinnesa, 
�D�r �~� J" Eo 0 1Regan, 
Dr" H. Quinlan, 
Senator Po J 0 Teahan, and 
Dro Fo Co Ward. 

A}X>lo gi es f or not attending were recei ved from Dr .. Brennang Prof essor 
Cunningham, Mr. Doherty and HI' " O!ConnelL 

ADDRESS BY TH!; MI NISTER FOR HEALTH 

The Minister I'or Health. Mr, Sean MacEntee. accompanied by Mr. p" 
o Cinneide, Secretary of the Department, a.ttended at the commencement of 
the meeting and was introduced to the members. The Minister addressed 
the meeting as f ollows: 

IZThis i s the first time that t he functi on of re­
consti tuting the National Health Counci l has fallen to be 
fulfil l ed by me. I t is my special duty 9 one which gi ves 
me great pleaaure, to welcome you to the Counci l and to 
expres8 my appreciation of your publ ic spiri t and r eadiness 
to serve upon i t " l.fany of you were members ef the previ ous 
Council and a f ew were on earl i er Counci18 sti ll.. Your 
services, theref ore, are bei ng given in ful l knowledge of 
the demands which wi ll be made on your time and of the extent 
to which the af f air s of this body wil l draw you away f rom 
your own. personal concernso This makes me all the more 
appreciati ve of the pub:::"ic spirit which has moved you to 
oocome members of the Council. 

nAs member s of t he Natiooal Health Council you serve 
the nation wi thout fee or- �E�! �o �l �a�t�i�u�m �~� Hospitali ty and enter­
tainment, about which ther e has been some ohatter recentl Y9 
are certainly not lavished upon your> Most of you spend 

whole days aW83 ..... �~� 
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whole days away from your h¥siness .or Y9ur practice to attend 
t o the 'Work of the Cou7.:1cil and find your only reward in the 
knowledge that you a..!'C serving the nation. In �v �l �e�~� of the 
wrong notions on this matter which recant pronouncements have 
done much t o foster among the people, I think i t i s �o�p�p�o�r�~�t�m�e� 
for me, ar. this first meeting of the re-cousti tuted Council , 
to publi sh t..hese factso 

it perhaps now I may say a few 'Words tou.ching upon your 
functionso As you aI'e no doubt aware, "The National Health 
Councillt vae fi r st established under t he Health Act, 1947, to 
advise the !ldniater for Health when so required by him on 
matters affecting or incidental to the health of ths peopleo 
.The function of the Council ,;l.S thus set out wa.s amended by 
Secti on 41 of the Heal tL Act, 195.3, and ves therein expressed 
as r. to advise the Minister On such general matters aff acting 
or i ncidental to the heal tb of the people as may be referred 
to them by the Hiniat€!" apd on such other general matters 
(other than condi �t�i�o �n �~� of emplo1l2lsnt of of f icers and servar,Lts 
and the amount or. paymen:c of gra.nts or all ovsnoes) relating 
to the operation of the health �s�~�r�v�i �c �e�s� as they think �1�~ �i �t�n �.� 

I am ,sure you wil l have noted t hat under this later provision 
your Council has hE;!en further authorised to advise, not only 
on gener al matters affecting or incidental to the health of 
the people, but also on general rcatters relating to the 
actual operation of the health �s�e �r�v�' �i �e�e �s �~� It is to that 
part icular authori,aation that I vieh specially to refer. 

IIThose of you Olho \1er9 members of preceding Councils 
will no doubt recall that the greater part of your deliberations 
was concerned \od th matters arising out ot the introduction of 
extensive new �s�e�r�v�i�c�e�s�~� These Dew servioes have i mposed a 
heavy bur1ien on t he productive members of our commtmity" In 
my considered judgment, supported now by actual experience in 
offi ce as t1inister f or Heal t.1., their present cost is as heavy 
as our economy can for the moment bear, having due r egard to 
all the other demands upon it , not least those f or indlvidual 
saving, productive investment and economic eXpa.!'lsion. 
Therefore, I cannot see that any substantial extension in the 
existing health services will be practicable in the near 
future. What I want to do now as Minister for Health i s to 
make certain, so fe:!" as it is reasonably possible to do so, 
that the community is getting the marltDUlQ of service and 
satisfaction in r eturn f or the vast sum, relativel y speaking, 
"hloh is being eXpended. I feel that if you, the members of 
the National Health Council , were to devote 10urselvea to the 
task of objectively and criti cally examining the operation of 
the services from that point of view, you would be doing '.fork 
of great benefit to the nation. 

Many members of · t his Council are r ep1:'esentative, over 
the videst r ange, of the major branches of the medical, 
dental, nursing and pharmaceutical professions �~� so that in 
regard to prOfessional knowl edge and experience nothing ia 
lacking. Associ ated with t..ltis strictly professional element} 
there are members of civic and county �a�u �t�h�o�r �i�t�i�e�B�~� county 
managers familiar -w1 tb t..'I).e details of health �a�d�m�i�n�i�s�t�:�r�a�t�i�o�n �~� 

representative businessmen and trade unionists �a�n�d�~� l.ast but 
not least, former !4inist ers of Health and Dr D FD Co Ward, to 
",hose initiative so mu.ch of the lat ter-da.y developments of 
our health servi ces is due Q \oIi tb so wch professio!lal 
knowledge, business acumen and actual day to day aq>erience 
of t he working of the health services a.t its command. I feel 

that your body 0 ... 
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that your body oould render "'J"a.1.ueble �a�a �9�i�s �t �~�c�e� to my 
Department and hel p UE tc ensure �t �t�. �~ �t� th9 ser?ieee JL."'6 

being operated ef fic i sntly and �e �o�o �n�o�t�l �,�=�a �J�~ �y�o� 

li No doubt many persona have expec ted t {)O IID..lr.lh from the 
Health Acta; no doubt many of �t�h�e�~�l�r� in W e matter ere 
unreasonable in their demands on the ccmurlllli"ty , no doubt 
there are some, 03'Ven among "the pt'B.C t i t ioner1:l �a�~� wo;,}l aa among 
the patien-:,sg whose ooncern with the �k�l�t�~� i s i n. a M gr.. degree 
a mercenary one)) seeking to extract the g!>6at.est possi bJe­
personal advantage from theme And i "t i s su.ch as �t�t �e �~�e� .,:,ho are 
most vooal in their complaints 0 But when \(<'0 na?"e allOwed f or 
all this, we may take it, that qute 5. n:nmbs:- of ad.justments 
and modifieatione,. of" procedure, and rooon.cilemen'ta of 
interests will require t o be madet i f the s67Vi oes are to 
give satisfaction t-o reaeonabla pecple" This i e OUT' 

immediate tasko i>le Ill';l st skive to Cilt out all wa.stef'ci 
procedures, all proeedu ... ·es that lE<nd themsel ves to a.buse, and 
V6 must find a. ".lay t o defeat those indivi dull s who eeek by 
t:t'ickery 0 '1; fr a;e,d t o 6xplo:l..t tl:..e Heal tt A.6 t s f er per sonal gain .. 

III should l ike YOll as membere of: t he Na t ! onal Health 
Council to concern yOu::'ael ves wi th fui s problem in all i t tl 
aspects. In cor..nection with �i �t�~� ho'W€ver, I have 'to emphaeise 
that it is !J.ecessary, not merely 'to .,ork withi n the compass 
of our present expenditure, �b �u�t �~� if i t can be done wi thout 
diminishing the essential availabil ity and medical and eoeial 
'Worth of' the sElr-vices noW' being provided, to r ed.uce that 
expend1 ture and thereby lighten "the t..sx burden which our 
producers are carryingo Nothing in my view l e more urgent 
for the beal th of 0'lU"' economy than that the ra.tes of taxati on 
should be �r�e�d�u �c�e�d�~� not tempor arily 9 trl.lt, permanently" 

"With the health ot' the eeonomy is boUI.'.G up the health 
of the commwrltyo A healthy eoonomy can afford to provida 
those services which in the temporal sphere are conducive to 
human vell- being. It oaD above all give to all those Yho 
'Work to maintain it a sense of secudt y wh.bh r eacts 
beneficially on their physical and mental health; i t create!3 
the cond! tion in which all can provide t or themselves and "be 
assured as to thei r future. An unhealthy economy can give no 
such assuranceo Instead, it generates 9. fe-sling of 
i nsecurity among its member s, makes them fea....-ful for their' 
future and creates those anxiety neuroses which open trioS way 
to individual i ll-health. Accordingly), j ust as it i s most 
i mportant not to over-tax the capaci ty of a11. individual, i t 
ia equally impor tant not to over-tax: a developing eoo.:J.omy, 
auch as O"Ul"S iso In my capacit·y as a �m�e �m�b�E�<�~� of' t he 
�G�o�v�e�r�r�u�!�e�n�t�~� responaiblEJ collecti vely with every �O�f�u �6�~�:�-

111nister for the general. management and CO:l.du.ct ot aD. om­
national af:Cairs9 I am bound to keep thi ;s CO.2Bidel""ati on 
before me in relat ion to the bUSiness at my �D�a�p�a�r�t�!�l�: �.�e�!�l�. �t�~� Us.y 
I trust that i n your deliberations at thi s Council you. 'wi:n 
also bear it in �m�i�n�d�. �~ �:�f� 

The Minister, in conclusion, said that tbough he mig.t:.t. nGt always agz-ea 
.... ith the recommendations of the Council it ,,·a.s, ileveru.eleas, of assisunce 
to him to know the different views expressed by memberc of �t�h�~� GOQ.lJ.Cil c; Be 
wished, once again, to thank the members f or devoting their "':,i11l.8 "(.;) 
meetings of the Council . 

The Minister and 1>1ro d Cians1de then l eft t.he :!<lcet1:.ng" 
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ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN AND �v�! �G�E�-�C �l�!�A�~�.�A�N� 

, The �~� said that illl aer s tanding OrdS!'c1 it, �"�"�u�.�~�.�d�.� be �t�i �z�,�c�e�i�5�~�r�u�- �y� 
f er the Ccnmcil t o sal ect one 0 ::' tb.eir ms::nbers to teke t,he �(�;�~�h�.�a�. �i �r�'� BC +..hs.t 
the Council could p:rooeed w1::1: t ,l';,e elst:;"c1on of �~� Cta.:i.1<n::a.n" It was agreed 
that Nrsa Barry vould t.ake �t�h �~� c£air" 

�~�,� having thanked the m9lj'bsrs f {.·r -tlte hc:a.'::U! 0:: Cle..,;.eciii ..ng 
her" then invited nominations for the offict;! �o�~� �G�b�.�a �~�E�. �a�.�r�~� .. 

Dr. �~�1�c�C�a�r�t�b�'�y� said t;hst. it gav e. him llIllO!J. p::'ii>B.&l.<r,; t" 'CF:.'POI;% r·l:; .. 
o Braoin for Gha.irma.nc �~�a�- .. 6 BratJil1 hsd heen ;,I r ,ai::'Ss..I:. o! �~� the CO-!l1!Jil for 
a number of yeare and had conduoted ita e.ffa:lr- :':i :i..:'l a ll!oat capable ID!.OW:oero 
He had developad an understanding witc. the members of" t:le Couo.ci]. and had 
aJ:ways been pleasant and �f�'�o�r�e �b�6�a�:�r�.�"�i �I�l�g�~� W1th. �t�t�~� �:�'�:�e�~ �u�l �t� that �d�1�s�~�u�s�s�i�o�n�6� 

were always held in an atmoephere of �p�l�a�:�;�~�d �:�t�;�.�~�S�:�s� <;I.nd goodwU.L 

V.tr. Coste: lo, seconding ";,he proposal" said he wa13 very happy -:,0 be 
associated with Dr" l>fuCarthy':s �J�~ �e�m�a�r�k�a �"� 

There being no o·ther nominatd.or. tiJ'o 6 Braoin:' s nO!:linat.ion W'as 
approved .. 1 th 6Cclamationo 

Mr s 0 Braoig said he was de-eply gzcatefxll. 'DJ lo1re" Ba..'Y'T'Y9 Dro �P�.�.�c �C�a�l�~ �t�h�y� 
and MrD Costello for their r emarks and -Co the members ot the COlmcil f or 
re-electing him aft Chairmano The at.mosphere of good 'il'ill which 
characterised the discussions of the Conncil was due t.o 'the Council 
members 'themselves r ather than 'to w:ry exceptional quali ti.es on his part 
as Chairmano It had always b9an a pleasu...-e fo!" him 'to offieiat.e a:t 
meetings of the Council and whil,e the member:! had ah:ays exp!'eeaed their 
views very freely the CO'Cllleil r-arely tailed to reach agreement on 
recommendations made to the Vdn1ster -o TAe Y.:inl ster �r�~�d� !"ef6rred in his 
inspiring address to the public spi:.r:i t sho-wn by members or the National 
Health Council in devoting their time and attenti ou t...o problems af'fecting 
the health of the nat ion and he hoped that the Council yould continue t.o 
work in tha.t spirit. 

Mr. d Braoin, �~� �c�o�n�c�l �u�,�~�.�i�o�n�,�.� said he �"�T�i�3�h �~�.�c�.� :;0 �W�E�l�c�;�~� the ,!:,€:W.'Gl$l...ly,rs 

of the Council some of whom he already knew perflonally �~� 

�M�r�~� 00y1e, proposing Hr. 0 'l Coooe11 as Vl ce-Cha1:rnang said he felt 
sure that Mr. 0 'Connell, 'liTho was not present at the meetings wO'a1d be 
willing to act as Vice-Chairman.. Mr .. 0 fConneli had made. a considerable 
contribution to the 1Jork of the Council and his advice and guidance were 
of great benefit to the members in their daliber-a tions 0 This propoF.lsl 
was seconded by Dr D Esmonde and was p!lssed unanimously .. 

VOTE OF SYHPATHY 

The Chairman proposed a vote of aympat.hy to Dro DE-cl eo Cor.l1o} .lj' on 
the death of his father, who had been a member ot an -93.!.'11E.::' Nat1.ouU 
Health Council" The members then stocd in sUenoet .. 

Dr_ ConnollY thanked the members rar t heir exp: e;ssicn or �s�y�m�p�&�. �t�h�y�~� 

SPECIALIST SERVICES 

The �~� said that the outgoing Council he.d pet 1:tp �<�)�,�~� 81 .. ':0-' 
committee to deal with specialist services" As a re·;:,ult of the 
Committee l s recommendations 'Co the Council a number of �p�r �o �~�s�a�l�5� had 
been submitted to the Minister rega.....a.ing certain �s�p�e �~�1 �~�:�t�s�t� ee!"'1ices .. 
The previous Council had fel t that the \lork on speci.slisi :;ervici"F.i haZ, 
not been completed and he would nOll \'lE/lcorns �~�u�g �g�e�s�t �i�o �n�a� i"t'om the n6W 

Council as to whether it was desirable to set U P a c:o!mJ'.1tt.'3€' t.o cr::niJiD'.l;;>: 
this worko -

- 5 - •• . •• 
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The SecretarY said that the r ecommendations on spec1aliat services so 
fer submitted to the l-linister rel ated t o orthopaedics, �p�a�A�d �i �a�t �!�"�i�e �s �~� 
radiology» psychiatry, obstetri cs and gynaecologyj; ear, nose and throat 
services and ophthalmic servioes" 

After some discussion on the question of r &collst.itut1ng the spe:;ialist 
services committee it was decided that the Secretary ahould cir6uJ.ate to 
the new members of the Council copies of t he reports furnis1:.ed to the 
Minister on the specialist s6n"ices" The mat.ter could tb:sn be considered 
at a future meeting of the Council " 

OTHER BUSINESS 

In reply to Br si Browne, the Chairman said that the Council 'Jas required 
to meet at least once in each quarter but could not hold more than three 
meetings in any quarter: except at the request of, or With the consent of, 
the Minister.. Normally, there was no diff iculty abo'!lt firin g me&tinga. 

�~� said he would li ke to bave the question of vaccinat ion 
against poliomyelitis discussed by the Council as soon as possible as it 
seemed to him that if the Council should agree to r ecommend an extension 
of the anti-poliomyelitis vaccination f acili t ies it ehould be dene as a 
matter of urgency since this was the best time of the year for vaocination, 
as a protection against a possible outbreak in t he autumn. 

T116 Chairman said he thought it would be desira,bIe to have a notice 
of motion to discuss this question. It neCElSsary, a apeoial meeting of 
the Council could be convened to discuss it . Be said that under Standing 
Orders only the business appearing on the agenda of meetings �~�o�u�l�d� be 
discussed and notices of mot iona vere necessary except �w�h�e �r�e �~� in the 
opinion of the Chairman, a motion was a matter of urgency and therefore 
could be discussed vi thout notice �~� 

Dr. McCarthy said he supported Dr . Browne! s request f or a discussion 
of this matter. Re thought it important tha.t the Council should be able 
to a.dvise the Minister on the best means of pro"ridi.ng polio vacoination 
so that the pitfalls which occurred many years ago, when diphtheria 
immunisation was being introduced on a large scale, could be avoided. 
When the diphtheria immunisat ion campaign. began it was confined to school 
children and the result was that any iIInlItltlised child who contracted the 
disease, though he did not suffer from it, passed on the infection to 
older people, mainly the parents of young children. Be t hought the same 
problem might arise in connection \lith polio vaccination if it 'ioIas to be 
confined to young children. In his opinion the best scheme would be to 
provide polio vaccination for families and not simply f or individual 
children. He was not speaking on behalf' of any organi sation in putting 
forward this suggestion but he felt strongly about i t becau.se of his 
experience at the t ime of the introduction of diphtheria i!lll!1t1Ilisatio!l o 

Dr. Ward said he telt that the Council could not adequately deal 
with this problem without f irst giving it careful considerati on and he 
could not see that the present meeting was in a posi tioD to go into the 
matter fully. It could, he thought, be discussed only on a noti ce of 
motion f or a future meetingo 

The Chairman said 1 t was a matter for the Council to deeide whether 
a special meeting should be held in the near future but he reminded the 
members that 1 t had been the , practice to avoid having meet ings in July 
and August, because several members were normally absent. on hQli days 
during that period. 

Dr. Browne said that i f this matter vera deferred for two or ;..hree 
months it would be too late to implement any r ecommendation to extend 

\1liCcinat ion to the 8 •• • 
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�v�a�e�c�i�~ �t�i�o�n� to the maximum. number of children wit..h a vie'W' to forestalling 
an autumn epidemic" According to the official statistics only a small 
percent.a.ge of children had beeE '7accinated and he felt that the Council 
should consider what suggestions they could make to improve matters .. 

The Chairman enquired i f the members would be agreeable to hold a 
special meeting i n a fortnight. to deal with this matter .. 

MrSQ Barry suggested that9 as this was mainly a matt er" for the 
medical members of the �C�o�u�n�e�i�l �~� they might meet in committee to consider 
it i n all its aspects and make a t'9commendation to the Council. 

�Y�J�l�"�~� eostallo said ne was in :'aV'our of }lrs o Barryil s suggestion" As 
a layman he would be glad to naye Bome informa-cion f rom t.he medi cal 
members before expressing any views on the subjecto 

Dr" Bro, .. n9 said he was in favour of the suggestion to set up a 
special group to deal ...,1 th this problem. 

�~�Q�§�.�r�~� said he did not t hink it WQuld be necessary to form a 
speeia.1 committeeo The medical members of the Council could express 
their views to a full �m�e�e�t�i �~�g� of t.l}e Council just as easily as they could 
in �C�i�o�m�m�i�t �t �e�e�~� 

Dr? O' Regan said that Dublin City appeared to be the area most 
affected by poliomyelitis at the momento There ,.rere nine or ten cases of 
the disease during HaYr 1955s compared \11th only ttolO in May, 1957t and 
six cases had already been r.oti fi ed in June.. When the polio outbreak 
occurred in the Cork area during 1956, it l asted for a IIIIlch longer period 
in the County area t han i n the Cl ty �a�r�e�a�~� ii th regard to the inoculation 
of children during the SU!l!!il.er or autumn, he said there seemed to be no 
objection to continuing inac'u1ation up to the end of the year", In 
Chicago a polio vaccination campaign was continued right tiLT"Qugh 8.!l 

epidemic wi thout ill effects. 

�~� said it seemed to bim that the first problem for the 
Council to consider was 'Whether they should bold a special meet ing at an 
early date. The question of extending the vaccination to all classes in 
the comwuni ty, and also whether i t �s�h�o�~�d� be provided free of charge, 
could then be considered. 

Mr. Hacken said there was an onus OD the Council to sa:y what were 
the problems associated .... i t..lJ. polio vacci nation. It seemed to bim that 
it would be necessary to have a specifi c motion before the CounCil, so 
that these problems could be stated and recommendations made .. 

Or .. Quinlap said that it did not seem that the Cou.'1.cil could make 
very IIlO.ch progress at the present meeting beyond m.ak1.ng a �r�e�~�o�m�m�e�n�.�d�a�t�i�C�l�n� 

that polio vaccination should be �e�x�t�e�n�d�e�d�~� He suggestsd that a si::lple 
recoIll!9.sndation should be made to the Min1sterj arising cut of th12 
discussion, that the policy of" vaocination against poliomye-li tl s should 
be extended. 

Dr 0 Ward said the GotmcU could assu.me that the Pd.nister and his 
Department wers. fully informed and f"t.111y conoerned regarding this whole 
problem. I t did not seem to him that the Council could get the Hinister 
to do any more than he was doing at present .. 

Dr .. Browne said the Council 'Was fully aware that the .Minister �~�a �B� 

conscious of the problem, but i t was still open to the COUncil to 
express ita conQern 8.!i.::1 +"0 �~�d �v�5�.�s�e� the Hinist.er in any 1Jay it thought �f �i�t�~� 
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Dr. Yard said he thought tlle minates of the discussion, which .ould 
be seen by the Minister, 'Would be adequate evIdence of the �C�o�n�n�c�i�l �~ �s� 

concern in this matter. 

The Chairman said he thought that the CO'1ncil might be deba...-red from 
making a recommendation which would involve increased expenditUre.,. The 
Council could, of course, make a recommendation on the health services 
themselves. 

Dr .. Browns said i t seemed to him that all health services L'1volved 
expendi t ure and therefore any recommendation about impro"ling servicas 
would probably involve expendit1ll"e. I n his opinion a �r�e�~�o�m�m�e �n�d�a�t�i �o�n� about 
extending IXJlio vaccination fac111 t ies could go forward as expressing a 
medical p:>int of view - that the best means of dealing with this infectious 
disease was to extend the vacoi nation facilities against it. 

Dr. Esmonde said it seemed to him that the Council was empowered to 
advise the Minister on any general matter relating to the operation of the 
health services, with the exception of conditions of employment of 
officers and servants-and the amount or payment of grants er allov8llces. 

The Chairman said it would be best i f the Council would firs t 
decide whether la special meeting should be called to discuss the question 
of polio vaccination. He felt Bure that the Minister and the Department 
of Health ..,ere fully aware of the �a�~�r�i�o �u�B�n �e�s�B� of the present position but, 
nevertheless, the Council could advise on it if it thought fit .. The 
general opinion of members seemed to be in favour of calling a special 
meeting. It would be advisable, perhaps, if �D�r �~� Browne would submit a 
motion for discussi on at that meetingo 

After some :further discussion i t was agreed that a special meeting of 
the Council would be held at 3.30 �p�.�m�~� on Fri day, 27th June .. 

The meeting ended at 5.30 p.m. 



Confidential until confirmed 

N ATIOIIAL HEALTH COUNCIL 

Minutes of Meeting held on 27th �J�u�n�e�~� �1�9�5�8�~� in 
the Conference Room, Custom �H�o�u�s�e �~� Dublin. 

The members present were: 

E. S. 6 BraoinJi Uasal, (Cl:elrman), 
Dr. Noe. Browne, T. D. , 
Prof essor J of 0 Cunningham., 
Dr. D. Connolly, 
D.D. Coyle, Esq. , 
J. Doherty, Esq. Ji 
Dr . J. Dunne, 
Dr. fI . C. �E�s�m�o�r�r�l�e�~� T.n., 
J 0 Flynn, Esq. Ji 
�D �~� Gallivan, Esqq B.D .S., 
Ko Har ringtonJi Esq. J B.D. S. 
M. t·1acken, �E�s�q�~� Ji 

Dr. A. McCarthy, 
Mo �~�1�o�y�n�i�h�a�n�j�l� Esq. , 
Mr. T.C.J. O'Connell, 
Dr. J .B. C' Reganll 
Dr. H. Qu1nlan, 
Dr. LC. Ward. 

Apologies for not attending were received frail Mrs. Barry and Miss 
Rusaell. 

MINImS Cl' PREVIOUS MEETING 

Dr. Ward said that at t he prenou8 meeting Dr. Browne had stated, 
when raising the question of poliomyelit is vaccinationjl tl:e.t he was 
speaking not as a doctor but -as a politician. This was not. recorded in 
the minutes and he felt that, as it was an important stateIOOnt, it Slould 
be r eported. 

Dr. Dunne said it seemed to him that Dr. Browne had been simply 
making it clear that he was not speaking as �a �~ �m�e�d�i�c�a �l� -expert on 
poliomyelitis. He did not think that much significance should be attached 
to the word "politician". Dr. Browne could be descr.i bed as a medical 
politician and he could see �n�o�~�h�i�n�g� wrong with the statement referred to. 

Dr. McCarth.Y agreed. He could see no r.a.nn in having this statenent 
recorded in the minutes if , in fact, it had been madeo 

Dr. Ward said that a number of years ago he had raised this matter 
of politics at a Council meeting and an understanding Md t:e en reached 
that politics 'Would not be allowed to enter into the discussions. As 
members of the National Health Cout\c11 they were bound to pool their 
knowledge and wisdom withOllt regard to politics. 

Mr. Coyle said that the Council should be quite clear that Dr. Bro .... ne 
did, in tact, make the statement referred to before tlE minutes were 
altered. 

Dr. Browne, wo arrived at this stage, said he wondered 'What was wrong 
in speaking as a politician at a meet ing of the COilocil. He could speak in 

/ a number tt . 
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a number of different capacit ies on this problem, either as a tather, 
as a doctor or as a politician. It was absurd to think that members of 
the Council could leave their political opinions outside t., la door Wlen 
they entered the room to take part hi meetings of the Council. 

Dr . Ward said it had been decided at an earlier Council that politics 
should not be allowed to enter into their dis 01 ssi ons " 

Dr. Quinlan said it was his impression that at the prenous meeting 
Dr. Browne had been mainly concerned 'With pointing out that he was not 
speaking Be a �m�e�d�i�c�a�~� expert on the polio vaccination problemo 

Dr. Ward. said �t�h�a�t �~� 1n any eTentll t.he point at isSUf; was whether 
t he ren:ark of Dre Browne at t he prJ!vious !!eeting, that !le was speaking 

as a �c�~�~�i�i�~�:�m�~�'�s�:�f�~�~�;� �~�u�[�d�~�O�~�~�t�f�:�f�{�~� �f�{�n�~�e�e�s�p�r�e�s�m�t� diseul!Ision were record«\. 
�~�n� said that \fl1.ile differences of political views existed 

among members ef the Council it had been agreed to avoid poli tical 
discussion as much as 00s5101e. It the members wished this addition to 
be made to the minutes' of the previous meeting i t could be done, but he 
suggested. t hat it be left aside for the present. It was agreed. tc leave 
the mirrutes as they �s�t�o�o�d�~� 

The �C�h�a�i�r�m�r�m �,�c�o�n�t�i �n �u �i�n�g �~� said he would like to explain, for the 
benefit of new members, the procedure adopted by previous Councils 
regarding the circulation and confirmation of miuutes. It was decided 
at an early stage that the Minister should be supplied as !!lOon as possible 
with a copy of the minutes ef each meeting. Then the q.lestion arose as to 
whether it was proper to send copies of minutes to the Minister before 
they had been confirmed by the Council at a 9lbaequent meeting. To meet 
this point the practice had been adopted of circulating the draft minutes 
to each member of the Council shortly after each meeting to rim out. if 
any amendments were necessary. If any amendments "'ere suggested these 
were carried out and a copy ot the amended version was then sent to the 
Minister, tor his information.. The minutes ..... ere net, however, r egarded 
as a true "and accurate record ot meetings until they had been confirmed 
at a subsequent meeting of the Council. He added thst the minutes of" the 
meeting held on 13th June had not yet been sent to the Minister due to the 
fact that the present meeting was being held so shortly after the previous 
meeting and tz,..a.t, therefore, the minutes could be confirmed finally at 
this stage. 

The mirrutes of the previous meeting were then approved and signed by 
the Chainnan. 

CORRESPOODNICE, 

The Secretary reAd the f ollowing letter, dated 24th June, from the 
Department of Health1-

I1The Minister tor Health has asked me to state that he has 
appointed Miss K.F .. Russelljl _St. Laurence' s �H�o�s�p�i�t�a�l�~� Dublin to 
be a member of the National Health Council for the period ending 
on 31st l'o'..areh, 1960. ".ass Russell has been informed that you will 
let her know the date ef the next meeting 0 f the Council n. 

The Secretary said he had informed Miss Russell of to-dayi s meeting 
but, owing to a prior engagement$ she could not attend. 

/The Secretaty 
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The Secretary read the f ollowing letter, dated. 17th June J �f�~�m� 

the Department ot Health (copies of ..mich had already been cirOllated.):-

"The Minister for Healt h has asked me to enolose f or t he iRi'ormation 
of members of your Council copie s of the Medical. Pr eparations 
(Advertisement and Sale) �R�e�g�u�l�a�t�i�o�n�s�~� 1958. A draft of t hese 
Regulations was considered by your Council some t i me ego and before 
they were made the Minister gave careful consideration to its 
recommendati ons. It wi ll be noted that he has accepted, the 
Council1s r ecommendations regarding the date of eOnUnerlcement ot 
Article 6 (If the Rep:ulations and the addition of "gastric or 
peptic ulcers" to the Schedule of the Regulations. 

The Minister regrets that he ca."'mot, on present i nf0rmation, 
accept the Council i s Tecommendatlcns for the additi on of "asthnB," 
"female disorders" and "rheumatism:f to the Schedule and t he -. 
amendment of the i t em "nephri tisl! to l'ikidney dis orderell • In regard 
to �a�s�U�n�:�n�a �~� the Minister has no reason to believe that the advertisement 
ot "remedi es" for this condi tion has done any ham. In r egar d to the 
three remaining i tems} t he Minis t er re.Q;B.rds the propo:!l ed descriptions 
as too wide" �I�t �~� however. lohen the Re@l18tioos lave been in operation 
for some time .. the Council makes further represen.tetion5 to hims 
preferably related to speeific diseases, the Min ister wi ll be prepared 
to consider an appropria.te amendment of the Schedule"" 

Dro McCarthy thought that the Council should express disappointment 
at the Ministeris let.ter" Kidney disease was one of the largest causes of 
death at present and its exclusion from the scope of the Regul ations WJuld 
be detrimental to the healt h of the people" It seemed to him that the 
Council should try to meet the point raised by th e Hinister by defining 
kidney disorders more �e�x�a�c�t�l �y�~� He also thought they mould express 
disappointment at asthma not being ipcluded in t he scheduled condit.ions. 

Dr. Eemonde said that ,wnile it. was well known. that asthma itself had 
not killed anyonet many dangerous complications arose from it e Sometimes 
people suffering from hard breathing thought tbey were suffering from 
asthma. He, too, was disappointed at the exclusion of asthma frolU the 
schedule 0 No doubt the Minist-er' s advisers bad reasons for exc1udin.g it 
but these were not made clear in the letter, 

Mr . O'Connell said he was rather in favour of the Minister' s suggestion 
about letting the Regulations operate for some time to see how they worked 
out, 

Professor Cunningham said he felt that the Minister shoul d be asked 
to reconsider the matter. He fel t that all conditions reoommended by the 
Council should be included i n the Scheduleo A particular type of case he 
had in mind was gynaecological cancer , 

The �~� suggested that the medical members of th e Council 
should consider9 at a future meeting; woother aethmaji :r-heumstl sm, and 
female disorders should be added to the Scberule. 

It was agreed to put t his matter on the agerxl.a for the next meeting 0 

Wi t h regard to Article 4(3) of the Regulations Mr? O' Connell er:quired 
whether this meant that imported newspapers and per iodicals ::culd freely 
advertise so-called cures f or the scheduled conditions. 

The Secretary said that it looOUlrl not be ill egal for imported papers 
to advertise cures for the schedul ed conditions pro'ldded toha' preparations 

;wero not • • •• 
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were not sold in the State or to persons living in the StateQ 

Mro Q' Connell said the position would thm arise that persons in this 
eountr,r j who would r ead these advertisenent s in British publications j could 
send to England for them. 

Mr. Macken said it might be possible to stop SIlch importations at the 
Customs. It would be diffio..:.lt g however , to enforce a prohibition on the 
import of such preparations. 

Mrg Q' Connell pointed out that the advertising of football pools is 
prohibited in the I rish editions of British newspaper-so There was little 
point in allowing English newspapers to advertise quack renedies if a ban 
was imposed on Irish }:6perso 

Dr. Quinlan said he thought theCounc:l.l should not worry un:l.uly about 
this aspect of the pr oblem as the type ot perscn most likely to purcrase 
these prepar ations �~� when he or she saw th em on sale locally 5' would not be 
likely to take the trouble of sending to Engla n:1 for them. 

Mr, Q1Connel l said that if' the adve::t isanente in the British papers 
were to carry a footnote indi cating that the articles were not tor sale 
in the Republic of Ireland t his might meet the difficu lty Q 

Dr. McCarthy thought the Counci l should not ul'ld'aly stress this 
dltfleulty . The Minister had succeeded in prohihiti!"..g most of the 
advertisements to which obj ect!on had been taken and it would be ha rdly 
reasonable to argue that because advert:1s8llents in Britis h papers are not 
prohibited advertisem.ent8 in Irish papers shou1d not _be prohibited. 

The Chairman pointed out that the Regllations hadr in facts already 
been made by the Minister. 

The Secretary read the foll owing letter, dated. 21st June, ['...-om the 
Department of Health (copies of .mi ch had already been cirrula ted):-

111 am directed by the Mini ster for Health to request the advice 
ot the Nat ional Health Council on the attached draft regulations 
amending the Infectious Diseases RegulatiOns, 1948. 

The Minister prcpos,es in the near future to extend the 
poliomyelitis vaccination scheme which is at present available t o 
children under ten years of age aoo expe ctant mothers in the lower 
incane group to similar clat9ses in the middl e income �g�r�o�u�p �~� These 
are, broadly speaking, the classes eligible under section 15 of the 
Health Act, �1�9�5�3 �~� tor General Institutional and Specialist �S�e�r�v�i�c�e�s �~� 
and will include those outside the specific classes ;bo are �u�n�a�.�b�l�e �~� 

without undue �h�a�r�d�.�s�h�l�p �~� to provide the vaccination service floOD. 
their own resources. He considers), howevert t tst reasonable charges 
should be made on those i n the latter group f o!" thLs service and the 
purpose of the amending regulations is to per.nit these charges to be 
made. For the information of the members of the CC1.J.r.:.cili I am to 
state that it is intended that the charges fer a f'u.ll course of three 
injections will be 15/- per expectant mother and 15/- per child for 
one or two childreno In t he ease of t hree ozo more children t he 
charge will be reduced to 10/- per child 0 

The Minister would be glad to have the views of the Council on 
these Regulations as soon aB possible .. ll 

jTbe Chairman • • • • 
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The �C�h�a�i�r�m�a�n�~� replying t o an erquiry from Mr. OlConnell as to 
whether the Council could make representations to the Minister on the 
amount ot the charges to be made for polio v8ccination1 said that no 
definite charges were embodied in the Reglllations. The Regulations 
merely empowered the local authorities to llBke charges; the B!!Iou.nts of 
W11ch could be varied at the discretion of �t�.�~�e� Minister" 

In repl,y to enquiries 85 to who exactly muM be eligible foi' 
the extended scheme and unier what comitioM, the Secre't;sr;r expla mad 
that, firstly'p children o'ler ten and adults (other than s.xpectant 
mothers) would not be eligible no m&tter 'itlat their i ncome groupo 
Children under t en and expectant motherss if in t he l oweJ:' inC(2e group 
(broadly speakingp the ublue card" �c�l�a�8�s�~� l iberally interpreted), \oit)uld 
get free vaccination and, if in the middle incom·e group (L e. those 
insured under the Social Welfare �A�c�t�~� others with family income up to 
£600 a yearj tarmers with farms valued at £,0 or 1es5 and lIhardehiprt 
cases) �~� would get it at the new chargeso Those whose incane :put them 
outside �t�h�~� groups would be ineligi ble for the service" 

Dr" l.(cCarthy said t hat the oost to privat6 ma1ical practitioners 
of purchasing vaccine was 7/6do for each inj ecticn wher eas he understood 
tha,t local authorities could get the vaccine tor abota."t 3/6do per injection. 
It was not made clear who w::.cJ.d carr.f out the vaceinations for the additionsl 
classes - i.e. whether it would be confined to 10·,a1 autrorit y clinics or 
would also include private medical practitioners. He wondered whether 
the Council could discuss this aspect of the �~� estiono As a disr;ensaxy 
doctor, he had been asked by several patients in t he lower incane group 
if he could vaccinate their children against polio bt.."'t he had been 
informed by the County Council that dispensary doctors were not being 
brought within the schenej which was confined to local aut hcri ty medical 
officers em.ployed in clinics. 

Dr .. Browne said that the proposal to levy charges for vaccination 
against poliomyelitis was a ·ver.! important departure from the Infectious 
Disea5es Regulations as operated heretofore and. he 'Wuld like to register 
his objection to the imposition ot charges. He thought the Council should 
consider how poliomyelitis vaccination could be made available to the 
largest number ot persons i n the shortest possible time. He thought that 
only a free service would ensure a good respons e from the public.. He 
",-ondered if the County Medical Officers "Were satis tied that there would be 
a sufficient response to the polio vaccination campaign if charges were 
imposed on persons in the middle income group. The essential thing was 
to obtain the co-operation of parents in ensuring that as many children 
as possible were vaccinated, but the imposition ef chargee lI'Ould �h�~�e�r� this 
objective" The charges would also impose hardship in scme cases.. With 
regard to the suggestion that private medical practitIoners should be 
allowed to p:!rticipate in the local authority scheme re did not see lily 
this should not be possible. It would help to speed up the vacci,-18tion 
campaign .. 

Mro O'Connell said he thought i t could not be disputed that ever-.f 
doctor would be capable of carrying out these vaccinations. "!hile B.C . G. 
vaccination required special skill j the ordinary general practi tioner 
would be able to give polio vaccination. If local health authorities 
could delegate polio vaccination to the general practitioners he thought 
the vaccinations would be car:!"ied out equally well 0 

Dr. Qulnlan agreed" 
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)(re O' Connell said there was no iniication as to how the vaccination 
�s�c�~�e�m�e� .far the middle inccme group WaS to be carried out. With regard to 
the eligible classes, he thought it shO".ild be extended to children over 
ten years of age. 

The Chall'ma...'I'1 said that in view of �t�.�~�e� fact that local heaJ;th authorities 
could �p�~�c�c�i�n�e� in bulk it might be that the charges indicated would 
cover the cost of the scheme. ' 

Mro FIYllC. said accol:mt must alse be taken of' the cost of employ-'-Dg 
medica.1.staff �~� �k�e�e�~�i�n�g� �r�e�c�o�r�d�s �~� writing lei;ters to applicants, etc. 

Dr. Browne enquired whether i.t would be possible for private medical 
practitioners to purchase vacoine from local health authorities .. 

Dr. OtRegan said he thOught that �t�h�~� decision as to whether the 
vaccir..a.tion service ahgul.q be provided through �h�e�~�l�t�h� a,uthority clinios 
or by means df private dootors was realJ..y a matter of finance. Re could 
see no'-objec:tion to employing diSpensarY dootors·-but �- �t�r�e�y�~�o�r� course,' 
would have to be paid f'ees 'for this :work. He thought �~�t� would be cheaper 
to employ �w�h�o�l�e�~�t�i�m�e� medical doctors to do vaccination work in centres of large 
population tta,n to engage private medical p:r;act:1ticmers. 

Kr. OgConnell said that while the use' of clinics might re suitable in 
populous areaS it was' not so in isolated �~�e�a�s �~� sucb as Connemara, 'Where it wouid 
entail travelling long distances for vaccination. If local doctors could carry �o�u�~� 

vaccination work in such areas it would help a great deal. 

Dr. McCarthy said. that if' it was {I. question of money he thought it waS a 
r:.istake to think that local authorities could have the vaccinations done cheaper. 
In rural areas it might be necessary, under existing arrangements, to bring the 
patients to the olinics by car or ambulance, which would be costly. 

lir. llacken said that the organisation and administration of the sCheme was 
rea.1.lJ' a matter for the local authority in each county. He did not thillk that 
the detailed administration of_ the scheme WaS proper for: discussion qy the 
Council, although suggestions frcrn.th! Council could prove helpf'ul. He thought 
it would be more useful f or the Council to consider such matters as the charges 
to be Jl¥Uie __ on the middle income. group ani whether these charges are �~�a�s�o�n�a�b�l�e�.� 

, The �~� pointed· . out that the �l�e�t�t�e�~� :from �t�~� �D�~�t�m�e�n�t� said that the 
Minister would be glad. to have the views or the Counci.l on the proposed 
Regulations, and this seemed to gi""'re roan far 8. general discussion. 

Dr. Brcwne _said be 'h;:l.d asked the llinister if there was __ to be. any 
financ:ial l:i;nitati_OD. on the polio vaccination. seheme and had been informed that 
there was no finanoial. limit in mini. He also understood . that the Minister was 
acting on tl:e assumption that _ the ma.:Pmum _nomber of' eligible children v{ould be 
vaccinated.. In view of' these facts it would seem to be open to the �C�o�u�n�~�:�d�l� .to 
cons:ider whether private medioal practitioners should be brought within th,e \ 
scheme so that as ma.I\Y children as possible should be vaccinated. 

Dr .. Ward ea+d that �t�h�e�r�~� �w�o �~�d� be lD8.!\Y. practiqal difficulties involved 
in the use of' private practitioners as they would have to obtain supplies 
of the vaccine and organise eJ.:inics.. In view of' the difficulty of staring 
:the vaccine at an even temperature, private practitioners could. not hold. a 
wry large stock.. In his view the best methcd of' organising the scheme 
was to have it administored by the County CcnmcUs throu:g!:l their County 

,h!edi oal 



- 7 -

Medical Officers" 

Dr" Browne said that at present children are being vaccinated by pri yate 
medical practitioners and �t�h�a�t �~� �t�h�e�r�e�t�o�r�e�~� if private medical practitioners 
were brought within the scheme it would simply mean an extension of the preeent. 
position" In Great Britain am �A�m�e�r�i �c �a�~� he �s�a�i�d�~� private doctors carry cut 
polio vacdnationo 

�~� said that the County Medical Officers and their staff would 
visit different cl-inics in tu:/."n and thus facilitate people" In Tipper ar.1 
only 12% of the eligibl e C183593 had applied for pol10 vaccination. In his 
opinion the diff i culty did not l ie in the rl.l.nnber of doctors Employed by 
local authorities but in the poor response of the publico 

Dro McCarthy said that the main reason for this poor response was 
because the vaccination scheme had been confined to local authority 
clinicsG If' dispensary doctor s were am.bled to carry out polio vaccination 
in thei r own areal! there would be a much greater response. Dispensary 
doctore carry out diphtheria immunisation at present but not poli o vaccination. 

After further �d�i�s�c�u�s�s�i�o�n�~� it was agreed to advise the Minister tmt,; in 
view of the urgency of the matter and the necessity for the rapid protection 
of the greatest possibl e number of people j each local authority should be 
requested to engage the services of general �p�r�a�c�t�i�t�i�o�n�e�r�s �~� where neoessary �~� 
to operate the vaccination scheme against policxl1,yeliti s. 

In reply to enquiry from the �C�h�a�i�r�m�a�n�~� Mr. Macken sa:id that the 
Manager would have no discretion under the Regulations about the imposition 
of charges on persons in the mi ddle income group as it would be mandatory on 
him to charge the specified amounts 0 

�~� said he thought t hat the Manager should be permitted some 
discretion in the matter. 

It was agreed to advise the Minister tha t Article 2 be amEnded so as 
to give the health authority discretion to reduce or eliminate the charge 
in individual cases. 

The �~� said that Dr. Browne had indicated tha.t he did not "fdshj 
at this �s�t�a�g�e�~� to propose the moti on in his nam on the agen:iao It wwld be 
put on the agenda tor the next meeting if Dr" Browne expressed a wish for this. 

OTHER BUSINESS 

The Chairman said that the material already submitted to the Minister on 
the specialist services w01,lld be cirrulat ed to the new members of the Council 
betore the next meeting" 

DATE (F NEXT MEETING 

The next meeting of the Counci l was fixed for 3.30 pomo on �F�r�l�d�a�y�~� 19th 
September. 

The meeting ended at 50;1.0 pom" 



Conf'identlal Until Confirmed" 

Mi,nute§ Qf l1§;eting held 0 h 19th September" 1958 in the 
Conrersqoe Rooms Custom Houss.a Dublin .. 

The members present were �~� = 

E.S. 6 Braoin, Uas. (Chairman). 

Ho GcsteUov Esqoii MoPOS. ! 09 

Sir Anthony Co ESIDOnde,y Eto!, �T �o �D�~�,� 

Jo Flynnl' Esq"p 

Dr. A. McCarthl'. 

Dr. J . C. McFeell', 

Ald" Mo J 0 �M�c�G�u�i�n�n�e�s�e �~� 

Mo Y.aoken, Esqo, 

Dr" J . B" O'Regan, 

Miss �K �~� F " Russell, 

Senator Po J �~� Teerum, 

Dr" F" C" Hard" 

Apologies for Ilot attending 'Were received 1'rom 
Mrso �B�a�r�r�y�~� Dro Brennan, Mr" C011e, Professor Cunninghaa. and �~�1�r�o� Ol{;o r..nell " 

MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 

The �~� said that Dr " OtRegan had requested that the words 
Rin centres of large populationtl be �~�n�s �a�r�t �e�d� after Ilvacclnation work­
in the report of his statement on page 6 of the minutes ot the meeting 
held on 27th June., The minutes were so amended and were approved and- . 
signed" 

/ The Chairnan 



The �~� said that,y on behalf of the Council) he wished to expre:ss 
sympathy vi th Sir Anthony Cc Eemonde on the re_cent de-80th of' h18 brother. 
The members stood in �~�u �l�e�n �(�H�'�L� 

�~�A�n�, �t�h�o�~� thanked ":,he member!!! e 

CORllFSIQNDENCE 

Tb,e �~�~� read the followi ng letterji dated 3rd September9 from 
the Department of Health (copies of which had already beall "ircnlated):"" 

nI am directed by the Minist-er< tor Health to ::ef'er fuotber to your 
letter of the 25th lI.arcb.,9 1957, encloeing 8. copy of ths �r�e�s�o�l�u�t�i�o�n�~� 

adopted by the Council a.t i ts meeting on the 8th idem$ regarding the 
proposed aoheme for the re=organisation of the outdoor nursing services 
provided by local I'luthorities.. The Minister has eon!!lidered the 
vieWlS expressed by the CCUllCi1 concerning particular aspects of the 
8cheme" 

The Council �~� s �l�" �e�~ �o�- �l�u�t�i�o�n� indicates that a �p�r�o�~�a�e�d� scheme 
should 'DB impl emented gradually" I t i s" in facts intended to 
proceed on �t�h�i �~� basi.! �~� 

Regarding the �~�g�g�e�~�t�i�o�n� that the Bervices of existing dis­
pensary I!dd'W'ives !lhould be availed of to prov::ide nursing care for 
infante up to 8U �w�e�e�k�~� of e..gejl it ie intended that eventually this 
eervice will be provided by the nurse employed on district nursing 
by the l ocal authority or the local nurse employed by a dist rict 
nursing �a�s�s�o �e �i �a�t�i�o�n�~� The Jwl1nister 15 not satisf"ied9 bowever, 
pending further eoneideratioD9 that inf'ant \lelfare servicee from the 
end of the �l�y�i�n�g�~�i�n� period up to the sixth week could appropriately 
be assigned to dispensary midwives wo are not general trained 
nurse8,9 pending the availability of a district �I�r�'�-�1�r�s�e �~ �s� services in 
all areaeo As a}ready i ntimated to the Council in this Departmentts 
let ter of 12th November, 1956, t he addition of this duty 'Would not 
be of any signifioant assistance in solving the general problem of 
under-employed dispensary m.1dwiveso 

Local authorities are now engaged in reviewing the work of 
di spensary midwives taking into account the num'Per of cases attended 
on behalf of the beal th authority f or the year ended 31st March, 
19580 The probl em is being approached by local author ities in a 
�s�y�m�p�a�t�h�e�t�i�~� manner and they are �e�n �d�e�a�v �o�u�r�i�n �g �~� ..,here appropriate, to 
assign to the dispense.......,. midwif'e, llho would othendae be redundantll 
add! t ional duties ",hich would j ustify her retentiano 

This problem has been discussed recently with representat1ves 
of the Irish Nurses r Organisation who appeared t-o be satisfied "!:;!>..at 
it ;.ras being approached in a r easonable wayo 

I t is the Minister' e intention that ultimately t.l-.tere will be 
a nurse engaged on district nursi ng in every district S' who wil l 
perform general nursing duties and, when called on)l midwi:f'ery dutleso 
He has been advised already by An BOrd Al tranais t...bat there was no 
objection to the principle of nurs6S engaged on general work doing 
midwifery$' �p�r�o�v�i�d�e�d �~ �-

1(1) t hat there 
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(1) that there was adequate proteotion agaiIls"t> infection 
by the rigid €.r· forcement of the rules of p:t'actieE!l or 
mid-wives; -

(ii) that there was adequate administrative S1J.pervision of 
the distri ot nursing ae:r-'1i ces by a speoified officer 
�I�~�" �h �c �~� tte Board �r �· �e�c�o�m�m�e�n�d�e�d �~� should be the count y medical 
officer ) ; 

(H i) that in areas of dense IX>pulatlon the diet:dct lIIidwif ery 
service might be a separate spec.ialisad eervi c'3o 

Horeover , for ll'.8.L:.y years paet, satisfactory nddwifery as well as 
general nursing eeNices have been provided i n certain areas on the 
west ern seaooard by nurses employed hy distri ct m.lrsing associaticnso 

As previously stated)) however,9 some considerable time will 
ela.pse bef or e a c:omp."':'ehene:i.ve district nursing semce based on 
the dist:"ict nU.!"sE'; will be e:-xtanded t.hroughout t te country generallyo 
Meanwhile, over a great part or the country the services of dis­
pen.sa...ry midwives who wil l be r etained in office will be available 
for domiciliary confinementso The services ef privata midwives 
including r etired dispensary midwives9 who have agreements vith 
heaJth authorities tor the provision of services, will also 
con.:tinue to be avai16.ble" HeliC& i t does not f ollow thatg when the 
l ocal authority assign a nurse to a district .. she .:ill be expected 
to attend all el i gible maternity cases in the distrlcto In. practiceg 
she will attend only if tha pat ient concerned chooses her for 
midwifery serviees or if she is called on in an emergenoyo 

TAe size of tte nurse 1 s district will be determined by local 
circumstances and she 'WiB. be paid an annual �a�l�l�o�~�a �n �c�e� towards 
travelling expenses .. 

The Couneil tas expressed the new that the off i ce of Public 
Health Nurse in the local authority senice should not be abolished .. 
It appeared, from discussions with An Bard Al �t�r�~�s� and the Irish 
Nurses I· Organisation, that a certain amount of -mi sunderstanding had 
ariseD regarding t he Ninister's proposals.. To clarify the position$ 
the Minister desires to point out that there had been no 
intention Ca} compulsorily to retire existing public health nurses, 
(b) to assign home nursing and/or midwifery duti es to those public 
health nurses whose condl tions ot service did not contain appropriate 
prOvisions regarding those duties, (e) to detach all nursing staff' 
from the office ot the cbief medical officer of the health authori t y �~� 

It was intended that the public health nurses ref er red to at (b) 
above (about 73 i n number) vould not. be ae.signed ordina.ry district 
nursing dut ies, would continue to be attached to "the staft' of the 
chief' medical off1cer and 'Would carry out • ..he sl::IJD.e dut-ias as they 
do at preaento The remaining public health nurses (about, 100 in 
number) whose condi tiODS of appointment provide that they may be 
assigned home nursing or midWifery �d�u�t�i�e�a �~� would oa assigned sllch 
duties 'Where appropriat-eo 

In this �r�e �g �a�r�d �~� however �~� I am to axplai..& that it is i ntended 
that in each count y there viII be a senior- nuri:\eto supervise the 
operation of t he outdoor nursing sen1.ce in th& �c �' �:�i�U �r�;�'�t�~�· �.�.� I n 
addition, in most �~�o�u�n�t�i�e �s� there will be one �o�;�.�. �~� ::!lOre nurses attacbed 
to the chief medical �o�f�f�1 �c�e�r �~ �s� s tar:!' who 'oIill be a.vail abl e to attend 
clinics and do other dut ies where the local �~�·�:�.�:�t�=�S �:�~� or. di strict. 
wor k is unable to ear!":! out those duti es at '::Ohs pa.rti:.ular time ... 
�B�r�o�a�~�y� speaking, �t�h�~ �r�e�f �o�r�e�g� the �n�n�m�~� of �n�u�r�s�i�~� perS9.,Jlllel engaged 

Ion �d�u�t�1�e�~� 
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on duties �s �i�~�i�l�a�r� to n .ose at present carried out by public health 
nurses should not be �B �l�. �~ �i�r�i�c�a�n�t�l�y� reduced even 'When t.!:..e district 
nursing service is f'ully developed" 

The Irish �N�u�r�s�e�s �~� Orgenisatlon recently urged that the titlE! 
" Public Health Nurse!! vilI be used i n substitu.tion for the t itle 
"District Nurselt now used for local authori ty nurses car rying 
�c�u�t�~� in e, more restri cted areag a vider range of dU'aes t han have 
been carr'led out by the pr'9vioU6 grade ot Public Health Nurse" 
On the under13tanding that the ehange wcmld not be int.erpreted as 
indicating any depsrtura trom t he present policy :for the development 
of the l ocal author! t y nursing service i the Ml.nist el"' has agreed 
to the proposed change of �t�i�t�l�e �~� 

The �~�.�i�n�i�s �-�:�e �r� t1"'.lSts that this letter will be of �~�s�i�s�t�a�n �c�e� 

to the Council by clarifying the position regarding the matters 
raised in its reeolutiCl!i on the future scheme of local authori ty 
outdoor !lUI"s1ng �a�e �r�r�l�. �~ �e�s �r�:� 0 

The �~� said that thie matter had been "'?ery fully· discussed 
by the previons Counoilo In his opinion the �~�t�l�.�n�i �a�t�e�r� had met the views 
ot the Council to a great axt-ento 

�~� said he .-;ould not agree with the Chainnan in his 
interpretation of the Mini ster1s let tero The Council had expressed con­
cern at the proposed aOO1i t ion of the grade of Public Health Nurse and 
while the �~�!�i �n�i�;�;�:�.�t�e�r �~ �s� letter said tl::at there wa.s D.O intention of oom­
pulsorily retiring Publio Health Nurses this did not mean that the grade 
was not being �a�b�o�l�i �s�h �e�d �~� It seemed to him that all new appointees to 
the office of Public Health Nurse would be required to accept the 
condition regarding the carrying out ot home nursing or midwifery duties" 
The nurses at present employed \li thout these oondi tions will go in the 
course of time so that, ult imately, there "Will be no Public Health Nurses 
in the sense understood up to the preaento 

Dr f 0 '1 Regan said he had given this matter a good deal of thought 
and so had the Societ7 or Medical Officers of Heal tu" f he }X)si tioD seemed 
to be that the previous Council had disagreed with the !I..inisteris intention 
to have district nurses carry out midwifery duties in addition to general 
nursing dutieso The Minister bad Dot aocepted the Council.' s views on 
this matter and had <poted the advice of An Bord Altranaia that t he 
oombined duties oould be carried on satisfactorily provided that the 
rules governing the practi ce of midwifery "Were rigiUly entorcedo In 
practice, he did not think this would �~�o�r�k� �s�a�t�i�s�f�a�.�c�t�o �T�J�:�~�y�"� Notific:atloG.<::' 
of puerperal sepsis "Were nothing l ike completeo Wi t.'l r egat'd tc �t�~� 

gra.de of Public Health NurseS! Drg O'Began said tbat the memorandum .i. fj sued 
by the Department of Health i n Junes 19569 had scUd thatr,ne [!recro.tme;: 
of Public Health Nurses will " of courses cease wit.h t.te briugiDg 1n"OO 
operation of the ne\.{ soheme based up:>n the district .':i.u!'se teing �a�.�v�a �i �l�a�b�l �~� 

to perform a i".ll.1 range of nursing dutiesff " Or,. 1,1.i::, �b�a�~�i�s� it seemed to 
him that Public Heal t.h . Nur.ses w4.9id become fe\ler and that in due course 
there "W"ould be no �P�u�b�l�i�c�d�.�.�H �e�a�l �~�N�u�r�s�e�s �o� In Cor k t.."l:lere are 77 dispensary 
distriets" About eight. �~� do school health examinat:1.on work every day 
or every second dayo I f they "Were depending on the hel p of the district 
nurse for this vork difficulties "Would arise in oases �'�l�l�h�e�r�5�~� fo::.· instaD.ce", 
it would be necessary to arrange ter t he at.tendance ci' :!" di·.;:tzoic-:. nurse 
who might be twenty miles away" He f el t that the �}�f�i �I�"�.�L�L �i�~�:�<�e�r�:�~� proposals 
were not very clearo I t seemed that it was intended �T�~�J� have a nurse in 
every dist.r1cto Some of the distriots are very Sl!!aJl and. �!�:�.�l�:�.�'�.�: �; �~ �e� not 
suf:Cicient "Work for one nurseo Generally speaki.ng., j .i' -;':·>07 p0pul.ation in 

/the distric t 
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t he district 'Was less than �3 �~�o�o�o� tl;1is ,!,o"!1ld , be. the (;a,se" He knew of 
one small di strict in �T�i �p�~�r�a�.�r�y� of abc;mt _1,,500 pqpule."j:.i Oll wher'e �~�e� 
nurse had not more -;.hen 20 �1 �'�"�1 �~�l�l�"�s� work per veek" In his opinion i t \rIas 
not right to have one nurse in every dIstr iotl; although he t'el t that the 
provi sion of district nurses vas a good thing in �i�t�s �e�l �r �~� 

�~�J�!� �~�u�s �M�i�l �'� sa:tci ehe, �f�'�!�J�,�~�l�y �~� �a�g�r �~ �~�d� �t�d�.�1�;�~� �t�h�~� �v�i�~�w�s �'� expressed by 
pr" �O�t�~�g�a�n� {md addGd that the Iri'?h Nurses') Orga...usaticn is :r;lot �s�a�t�i �s�f �~�e�d� 
vitb the positlonc Though �~�o�r�o�e� district.s may not MU'e enough maternit y 
eases t Q keep a mi dwife fully oocupiedg other district..s are �o�v�e�r�~�l�o�a�d�e�d �o� 

�~�M�c�C�8�r�-�~� seid he a;.sq agreed'with, Dr" O:Regan t e �v�i�e�W�'�~� ... The 
point :too be_ r emembereq was t.hat the Council had reoommended to the 
Minister that he shot4,d not abolish �~�e� gr!ide Qi P'J.blic Rea] th NurSe but 
it. seemed that the Minister- vas int-ent on abolishing :it in the way 
out:.ined and alao l;y �c�e�~�,�s�1�n�g� reoruitment to itc 

Sir A,.">lth01l.'l �E�!�!�!�r�!�?�n�~�.� scd t hat the CO''<lncil had reco!:lm9ndea that the 
Public Health nurslrlg gr-ade shou,ld not be abolished" Th€lY had also 
pointed out t:he dang-er s ot: infect.ion result ing from the combination of 
general Ilursing and midwifet>y �~�e�r�r�l�e�e�s� and the deeirabill ty of providing 
both a mid."ife and a generai trained nurse in each district" It seemed 
clear from the Depart,ment Ce r-.:,plyg �h�c�w�e�v�e�:�r �~� t>hat the grade ot Public 
Health �n�u�r�s�e �~� as previoue:y understood, was to be abolished and �t�h�a�t�~� 

in time, dlspsneary midwives • ... ·ould go out of existancso He did not think 
it vas feasible to arrange t.hat general trained nurses should undertake 
midwifery daties in addition t.c their other duties and he thought the 
Counci l should recommend that midwifery · ... ark should be conti nued 
separatelY9 by enlarging the pr6sent districts if' necessary" With regard 
to t he empl oyment of publie health nurses or district. nurses he thought 
i t essential that any scheme to be operated should be acceptable to the 
County Medical Orficers" 

n! am directed by the Hin1ster for Health to r efer to your l etter 
da:ted 28 Meithea.mh, 19589 and to state that he has noted �~� views 
of the National Health Council concerning the draft Infectious Diseases 
(Amendment) Regulations. For the information of the Council, I am 
to say that the Minis t er has noW' executed the Regulations and has 
authorised heaJ,t,h authoriti es to provide, on a ccntributory �b�a �8�i�s�~� 

vaccination against poliomyelitis for certain ohildren or parents 
and guardians in the classes specif'ied in Section 15(2) of the Health 
Act9 1953 and for expectant mothers i n those c1asse9" A copy of 
the Regulations is eDlJlosed together wi th a �c�1�r�~�u�l�a �:�t�'� issued to 
health authori ties �~� 

With regard to the Gouncilt s suggestion that health author:ities 
should be requested to engage the services of private practitioners 
where necessary to operate the soheme D the }1in1eter has asked me to 
explain that9 as in til e case of the free service, this scheme liTill 
be operated by the Chi ef !'.i9dical Officer and his Assistant Nadical 
Of ficers9 but the l:I..inlster has intimated to the health authoriti es 
that he vi I I be prepared t.o approve -of the ap}X)intment of whatever 
addi tianal temporary medical staff may be ne,cessa.ry to supplement 
the ",hoIetime staff" He is of opinion that the �p�u�~ �:�l �i�0� �b�~�a�l�t�h� staff' ,9 
supplemented, where �n�e�c�e�s�s�a�r�y �~� by Btlch vholetime 'j"'R f '.£'::: YiJ.J. be 
adequate to provide t he service and tha.t. �i�~�·� v111:1 in f ,;U! ts re more 
satisfactory than an arrangement under which a 1."=!:l ,gt-: IOxonber 01' px'ac­
ti tioners would be carrying out 'I1'acci!lation . .;, on )1 �"�9�< �i �.�1�. �"�;�'�.�- �~�· �t�.�i�m �e� basiS" 

/lfith r egard 



Vith regard 'to the suggest.ion that health authorities should be 
given discretion tiC r educe or eli minate the �~�h�a�r�g�e� 1'1. individual cases .. 
am to point out that health authorities have besn requested to adopt eo 
flexible approach in determL"ling the e11gibili ty of applicants under the 
free Bohema" The Hinist ar i s satisfied that as long as �t�-�~�e� resources 
available are limited, t.'"1e �t�: �' �~ �e� vaccination service :s:hould9 in equit y $ be 
made avail able f or the benefit ef the group i n g:reatest need and �t�h�a�t�~� 
without. due nec!!;saityv parente at the higher inoome le'q'als should not 
be relieved of their obligat·ions in :.'<,.gard +"'0 the protection of the health 
of their children.. Th6 contributory scheme is, howeverjt designed to 
pr orlde a serv1.ce at a very rea.13onable cost and will extend to those 
persons who might not be in a peei tion to shOot conclusively that the 
service could not be prcrrided ill their case vi t.hout undue har-tiship but 
who mights ne-ver'tbeless;I ·ce expected to find di!'tici.L."'ty 1ri. meeting 
the full in.clusi't"e �~ �Q �5�t� or t he �~�c�i�n�e� and protesai onal service.s 
involvedo Charges -will be mads in accordance vi th the very moderate 
!'olleving scala for- the M.l cour se of three �i�n�j�e�c�~�i�o�n�s�,� 15/- per 
expectant mother.9 �1�5�/�~� per child for one or two children, and 10/- per 
child tor th:!'ee or more partioipating children in the same family" 0 

�~� sud that as it eeemed th& Mini ster intended t o carry out 
oniLy a l imited scheme of polio vaccination the local. authorities would be 
�a�b�l�e�~� with their exibt1ng lliedio:s1.. staff'sg to cope "With t..be work involvedo If', 
on the ether handJl the Minister r eally w8.llted to have a national scheme, as 
recommended by the Counoil, it 1Iould be nee:essary to bring in the general 
practitioners" 

l.:r z Costellc said that sincs the scbe:ne had been intr-oduced he had made 
enquiries from a rmmber of \lholeslls and retail. distri butors of pvl io vaccine 
and had been informed that t he a!IlCunt. of vaccine being sold at present is very 
small., 

�~� said it "Was the experience of l ocal authorities that verJ 
fev people are applyiIlg for polio vaccinati on.. Even the free service for 
people in the lover inocme group Is :not being avalied ot to any great extent., 

Sir AnthoM �E�s�~ �~� said that perhaps the r eason for the poor response 
\las the tact that the service ia provided only in c11nicsQ People are inclined 
to take the advice ot their own p...-1vate doctors and perhapS if the scheme 
i ncorporated the services of general practitioners more children would be 
brought tor vaceinationo It had be6!l anticipated that there "Would be a rush for 
polio vaccination once it became available but something seems to have gone 
wrongo 

�~� said it vas his impression that the public had not been 
sufficiently impressed by publicity regarding the value o-r polio vaccination .. 

Dr f; McCarthy said that in this country people are inclined to wait 
until a calamity occul'S before taking actiono 

DI'g QIRegan eaid that in Dublin between 109000 and llpOOO f i r st 
injections against polio had been given since last June., About 200 applications 
are being received each day and or t hese about one-fifth. are trom �p�e�r�s�o �n �~� 

who come under the contributory scheme .. Many e:h1ldren �m�a�y�~ �,� of coursej have 
been vaccinated by private dootors., �~ �i�t�h� regard to the �i�n�~�!�d�e�n�o�e� of 
diphtheria in Dublin he said that nearly all the oases had occurred among 
children of rents in the l over ome il I hi 0 i ni-:.n it would be a 
go ea to al10"lol the dispensary doctors to gi ve. polio �v�a�c�~�i�n�a�t�i�o�n�s� �~� 

�. �<�.�.�.�i�;�. �-�~� 

.t..t£..w....:. o...-A. the problem of" !'ine.nee .. 
The whole question seemed to hi..!::!. v., be related to 

/ .. L 
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Dre �t�. �~�F�e�e�l�y� said it seemed from the �d�i�~�c�u�s�s�i�o�n� that the 
reeommendation whiCI'1 �~�e� Council had made regarding the employment of 
general practitioner s was a �~ �" �\�U�l�d� one and it was a pity it had not 
been accepts-do Insteadp the Hinister d9cided to- hava the scheme operated 
by public health staff only and it h!ld proved to be s. f'ailuI'eo It was 
possible that the number of people being vaccinated by pr i vate prac-
ti tioners was greater -fuUl the DUJIlher avail1ng t?f the lccal authority 
�s�c�b�e�m�~�o� ' 

�~�_�~� said that certain facta must be kept in mind.. Some months 
ago a scare had arisen i n !}IJ.bl in because of the increase in -the number 
of poliomyelitis cases" This scare had since die.d dovm but it would 'be 
\1rong 'to place the blame for t,ne poor response to the -polio vaccination 
scheme Oll t he Minister f or Eeal th because he. had not accepted the , 
reeom:lendat1on ef the Council that general. practit1o:c.ers should be 
i ncluded in the sehe:c::e where necessary 0 

Dr a !-1cCarth",ythought 1 t would be a completely wrong approach to ',la! t 
until SOine n:-ore child..-eI! die to start another n:.sh fer veccinatioIl'8" 

l'5.r" Maeken said the point he ..,as making vas simply that the Minister's 
decision not to engage the services of general practitioners was not the 
reason f or t he decline in yaccina t ions against poliomyelitis. He agreed that 
vaccination against poliomyel itis should be encouraged as much as possible 
but it -was unfair to suggest that the Minister had dealt a fatal blov to 
the vaccination schen;.e by not aacept ing the Council �~� s recommendation on 
this point" 

lido McGuinness said �t�h�a�t�~� as a layman, it seemed to him that the 
public aJ.''! not being properly educated as to the value of polio vaccination. 
In his view families in the middZLe ilic 'ome group place more confidence in 
their pri va te doe tor s .. 

The Chairman said it seemed to be agreed that the contacts which 
general practitioners have with their patients would be usef'ul in 
increasing the number of children who were vaccinated.. It seemed reasonable 
to suggest that dispensary doctors shouJ.d be allowed to vaccinate children 
ot parents_ in the lower income group in much the same way as they can at 
present iJimunise such children against diphtheria .. 

Dr .. Bro'JO.e.said that t he present scheme seems to have railed in 
achieving vaceination among a large proportion of children.. -In the 
United States and in Great Britain it had been pOssi ble ... apparently, to 
get a V?l7 good response f rom the general. public in having most children 
�v�a�c�e�i�n �a �t�e�d�~� The problem here seemed to be partly due to the fact that 
the public are not suffic i ently educated about tiI..is disease and in the need 
for proteQtive measures against i t o He thougilt the gl.nister should not be 
exonerated for his failure to devise and carry out a soheme 'wnich would 
ensure that most �c�h�i�l�~�e�n� at ri sk 'Would be vaccinated., Some parents in 
the middle income gT'oup would be deterred from having t.heir children vacc­
inated by the charges imposedo The charges made by private doctors ror 
polio vaccination, t.1.ough quite legitimate in view of the cost of the 
vacoine, could not be afforded by many people" He thought the best type 
of scheme was a free sohemep as in the case of the treE ser.;i,oes for 
tuberculosis and diphtheria. The general practitioner::; could be brought 
within such a scheme and paid a t ee f or their services" 

I n reply t.o an enquiry f rom the Chairman5 H.<'9 �F�:�:�;�r�-�-�-�~� s"".id t hat it was 
cheaper to provide a service �~�.�.�.�r�o�u�g�h� the local authori ty �~�d�i�c�a�l� staff 
than to pay fees to private doctors.. In his area t h,ey had. been able to 
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provide the vaccination se!"V ice wj:w.out the recrui tmSllt of add! tional 
medical or al er-feal �s�~ �f �t� (I 

Mr g l·4;.gken said the fact was that all persona '\..Tho had applied for 
p:>110 V"8Cc ina"tio:u. bad been given i to I n his view it vae �l �~�k� of 

knowledge as to the i mportar...ce of "Vaocination whieh hq,d caused 
the demand to be ·50 smlil .. 

The �~�;�'�.�.�r�.�~� �? �~�d� that the questlO:D of increased �p�u�b�l�i�c�~ �. �t�y� and 
�e�d�u�e�a�t�~�o �n� of the: public was lMinl y a �m�a�~�t�s�r� for the- Ministero He �f�~�~�t� 
it was too euly to �g �e �n�e�r�s�:�. �1 �s�~� about the rean! ta of the seheme until after 
the summer period" He suggested that the Couneil should give the seheme 
a triaJ,. for a further p:.riod before �i�t�~� results �"�W�"�~�r�e� di!;:cussed f urther" 

�r�~� �e�u�g�g�~ �s �:�t�-�G�d� that the Cmmeil should . consider a.t i t s next 
meeting what type. of publiGi ty measur03l!: ccu1d be undertaken to encourage 
the publie "tc have dl Udrer.·. vaccinf,l.tad against poli o .. 

Tl:p.s sJlggestl on �~�a�s� agreed tQo It 'Was �~�s�o� 8Uggeated that· the 
Secretary should obtain from the Department. of Health the uP""'to-date 
figures showing tha n.u.mt '€:, of polio vaccinations carri ed out se far by 
health authori ties" 

The SecretarY read the fc·Uo"W"ing letter, dated 17th September, from 
the �D�e�p�a�r�t�m�e�!�l�~� or Healths (copies of lihich �~�a�d� already be_en ci;rculated);-

If I am desired by the Mlnistez' fo r: �H�e�~�t�h� to request the ad"9·ice of the 
National Health Counoil on the attached draft of Regulations ent itled 
the �P�o�l�i�o�!�t�l�Y�~�l �i �t�1�'� Vaccine (Recqrds) Regulat ionsQ 

The purpose of' the �~�n�g�g�e�s�t�e�d� regulations 1s tQ �~�n�s�u�r�~� that 
�a�d�e �q �u�~�t�e� records are kept in relation to the clisposal_ of each batch 
of . poliomyelitis �v�a�c �~ �l�n�e�~� so that, i f an incident should occur making 
part of eny batch suspectj it would be possible immediatel y and 
a.ccurately t o trace the rest of the bateho The draft Regulations now 
put forward. for consideration �v�o�u�l�d�~� in tpe Minister!: s opinion, provi de 
a useful insurance in the event of such an incldento 

If the Council can see their way so toO arrange it , the Minister 
lo:'ould appreciate their views on the draft after their meeting on 
19th instant.. It is regretted t hat it was not ready earlier for 
transmission to the Council n <> 

�~�~�g� said t hat whUe he t hought Art1cle 3 (1) wa.s necessary 
he would like to put fo:rward the suggestion that the Department ml ght 
make available small recor d beoks ..,hieh would simpli.f'y the taak of' the 
chemists 0 At present they have t-o record in separa.te books the sales of 
poisonBg dangerouEI dr·ugss; ete .. and the addition of this new requirement 
regarding polio vaccine would make "things IilOre ditficulto 

Dra. O?RegM ae.id he .... as concerned "With the r equirement that the 
date of receipt of each batch should be recordedo He appreciated that 
this would be helpful in tracing a partbular batoh if' anythin.g wellt 
vrongo It wOuldg however g make things difficult t or fr!J.bl.!.n Corporationy 
who "tmy large quantlti9s or the v8cci-"'leo The Ccrp-:::r't:ltion r:-..ig."I'lt· buy large 
quantities of the same batoh over a period of �t�~�o� months a!I.d W1der the 
draft Regulat10ns .::tach packet would have to be �~ �p�e �n �e�d� and t rea.t.ed 



separately for the purposes of recording the particulars requiredo 

Dr" �H�o�C�a�r�.�~� said that wile it " as important to have a record 
of the name of the �m�a�n�u�r�a�c �t�u�r �e�r �~� bat (;h number 9.lld �t�.�.�~�e� scur'Je of the 
�v �a�c�c�i�n�e�~� he eould net see why i t was necessary f er general prac'htioners 
to r ecord the n-SJne of each pat.ient and the dateo In rural areas. every 
doctor lotould use only one ba:r...c!t at a �t �i�m�:�~ �'� and eould easily trace patients 
vaceinat.ed vi t h any ootchp if necessary c He pointed out that the 
h e:ubatlon period fGr' poliomyelitis is 10 - 14 days " Any 6mergenGY that 
might �a�r�i �s�e�~� theref ora!, l!l uld be within e. short period of the date of 
vaccination" 

Mr .. 11x!m sa.td that if a doctor used different batches of v:accine 
over a period it might be very diffi cult tor him to trace vaccine ueed 
in a part icular case un:.eBEs he kept a special record" 

�~� said he felt the requirement was neoess8XY$ particularly 
in cl ty area.s where :na.ny ps,ti ents might be vaccinated 'Ill t h different 
batcheso It!) for �i�r�~�B �t �a�n�c�e �J�)� there were two caS6S of infection one of vhich 
had been vaccinated under the local author! ty scheme and the other by 
a general practi tloner i t w"OUld not be possible to trace the vaccine vi thout 
this record .. 

The Chairman said he thought t he keeping of such r ecords would 
avoid mtlC h t rouble i f an emergenoy aroae 0 

Dr.!/, BrOWlle said since the vaccine could not be �g�. �~ �a�r�a�n �t �e�e�d� as absolutely 
safe at present it was important to keep an accurate reccr d of' batches 
used in case any of t hem became suspect .. 

Mr Q Cost ellQ eald that some time �!�l�.�g�o �~� when supplies of vacoineL 
were limi �t �e�d �~� a doctor might get vaccine from three different sources.. In 
cases suoh as that it Was desirable that records of the di fferent vaccines 
used Should be kept .. 

Tbe Chairman said he felt t.hat. in vieW' o:!' Dr" Bx-ownels stat ement 
that the vaccine oannot be absolutely relied upon it was necessary to have 
these Regulations ., 

�~� said that the position should be reviewed "'hen tbe 
regulations bad been in operation for a periodo . 

The Chairman referr ing to the point :oada by Hr" Costello.\l aeked 
wbether the Council agreed with this Buggestion" Nr <> Costello' s suggestion 
vas agreed to 0 

It was decided also to ask that r eoord booklets be made aVailabl e 
to medical practltloner-s and to recommend tha:: the ML"l.lster provide 

for the regulations being operative ouy ['or a l i.i1 i ted periodo 

SPECIALIST SERVICES 

The �~�~� said that a copy of' the r eport of the Committee on 
Specialist Servicesg as presented to the !'.1nister by the previous Council, 
h§d been circulated to eac-b member of the new Coun.oil " He said that 
Mr., C. 1 0 O' Flynng Galway County Hanager9 who had be(':Jn ''fery interested 
in t his subj ect during his term or of fice on the �p�1�'�e�~�i�o�(�l�E� Cormcil9 .had 
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been vri tten to by the See:rE" ... ·ary tor his views on specialist services 
that might be further investigatedo 

The Secretary read thE: [0110\{1116 �l�e�t�t�e�r �~� dated 15th September-, 
received from Mr. O' Flynn:-

"Dear Mr .. �H�e�n�s�e�y �~� 

I rec;eived your l etter of' lOth instant. regarding the old question 
ot the Specialist, Ser,riceso 

The f'urthftr Specialist Services which I 'think might receive _ 
consideration are t hese whioh should be provided at �~� Clinics, 
Neurological Cl inics and @Snit,g- Uri;parv Clinics and in disoussing 
the:!e co:o.siderat,ion might be given not merely to the centres at 
vhich such clini cs shoul d be established but also to the academic 
qualifications and experience which vould be acceptable in relation 
to persons Gl aiming to �~� Speci81lets in the matt-era in question. 

Considerat..1on might also be given to the provision of the 
speciality of Physical Medicine lrIhieh is a recent. development 
associated wi th a lIider application of Physiotherapy in the fields 
of �~ �h�r�o�n�i�c� �~� di;seases5' orthopaedic disabilities and re­
habliitation generally" I have had a recommendat ion f rom the 
medical staff of the GalHay Regional Hospital for the appointment of 
a Specialist in Fhysical Medicinec I am informed that the training 
involved for :meh a Speoialist ie prolonged and usually results in 
very considerable experience ot rheuma.t ic conditions in particular. 
I am �f�u�r�t�h�~�r� told that the Specialist in Fhysical Medioine acts as 
a Consultant in various departments of a hospital and normally is 
not given charge of bedsi' and that the foll owing hespi tal services 
would be greatly benefited by the appointment of the Specialist 
in Thy-sieal l1edicine<> 

(1) The Poliomyelitis Service 
(2) OrthopaediC Service 
(3) Chronic Rheumatic Disease Group 
(4) Cases vi th disabilities r esulting from cerebral 

vascular accident 
(5) Cases in need of physiotherapy as part of' a 

rehabili t-atlon programmeo 

It is admitted that the period ot hospitalisation would be 
greatly shorlened in many i nstances if the �s�~�r�v�i�e�e�s� of such a con­
sul tant vere aVailableo 

I do not knoW" if Speeia1ists in Physical Medicine have been 
appointed in any of the hospitals in this oountry but I understand that 
such app:>intments have been made. in Great Br itain and i t would 
probably be helptul i f such appointments .,ere made at least in each or 

. the RegionaJ. Hospi tal.s iL this COll..'1try u 

�A�n�o�t�h�~�r� matter which comes to my mind is the provision of hearing 
aldso The Department of Health diseouragl3d the issue of expensive 
bearing aids because many of the hearing aids that wer e on the market 
'Were not satisfactory �~� they were expensive to bl.."y and uere generally 
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discarded by the persons to whom they 'Were suppli ed after a 
ahort period" They were rather complicated and the persons to whom 
they were supplied very often did not know hoW' to use them" I was 
informed some time ago by the Department of Health that a much 
less e::q--ensive t.ype of hearing aid wa:;J available in England but 
that the supply was D. .::t able to meet the demand in England and tha.t 
in a feY years time it might be possible to o"t)'ta.in these less 
expensive but satisfactory bearing aids from England" There have 
been no developments since. 

VIi th kindest regards to youy to the Cha1nl.an and to the Hembers 
or the National Health Council" 

Yours sincerely $ 

Signed: Dolo O'F1ynn. 

County Manager. 

After some discussion it vas agreed that Specialist Services 
should be put ae the first i tern on the agenda. tor the next meeting or the 
Council. 

DATE OF THE NEXT MEETI NG. 

The next -meeting of the Council was fixed for ),,30 p .. m. on Friday, 
24th October, 1958. 

The meeting ended at 5.30up.m" 

CM. 



Confidential until confirmed .. 

J!AIIONAL HEALTH CQUNCIL 

Minutes of Meeting held on -%tth Octoberg �1�9�5�8 �~� in the premis9f! 
�~�~�c�t�.�.�!�U�l�'�l�!�l�I�!�!�l�P�,� DubJ,1B. 

The members p!'esent �v�e�r�e �~ �-

EoS. 0 Braoin, UaBo (Chairman), 
Mrs .. T .. Barry') 
Dr" N.C" Browne$ T. D<'11 
Dl'.. Do Connolly 9 

Mo Costello, Esq" y MQPQS. I .. , 
Prcfessor J "F 0 CunninghWll,) 
J " DohertYJ:) Esq"JI 
Sir Anthony C" �E�s�m�o�n�d�e �~� Et", ToD" i 
J 0 Flynn, Esq" p 

Dro A" McCarthYi 
Dro �J �~�C�<�>� McFeelY$ 
Alderman M"J <> P.cGuinness, 
M<> 11ackenl1 �E �s�q �,�,�~� 

Mr" I.C oJ" OiConnel1$ 
Dr .. J cBo �O �~ �R�e�g�a�n�»� 
Dr o Ho �Q�u�i�1�>�~ �a�n �:�)� 

Miss KoF c Russe1l!) 
Senator P oJ" Teehan, 
Dr, F.C. >lard. 

apologies for not atter:.ding vere r eceived from Dr. Dunne and 
Hr" Gallivan. 

'the �~� said that since the last meeting of the Council the 
deat h had. �o�e�~�u�r�r �e�d� of Miss He; Chambers, ¥..atron of Sir Patriok Dun's Hospital, 
�~�h�o� had been &. member of the Couneil for /Some years. On behalf of the 
Counc1l ue ';(idi".ed to express �a�~�p�6�.�t�.�'�"�l�y� \l1th the relatives ot the late Mias 
Chambers .. 

MI-s �~� �~� sa.l.d that sh.;:.: pcrfion.s.i'iy U'ished to be assooi ated with the 
e%?l"9s:sion ot sym:pathy as she b.e.d knO'n:t. Mise Chambers and her t anily vary 
s,,.!'ll tOl: l:ili::ll;' years and they had I.sI pad tho3e taking pa!'t. ill the struggle 
fo-: independenoe i n the b'ast Cork area .. 

The me!ll.bers 8tood in silence. 

MTh'U'!'£S Or. PREVIOUS MEETING 

�T�!�:�~� Secretary said that. a note had been circulated to members 
incorporating two amendments suggested by Dr .. OI Regan to the draft minutes 
o!: the meeting held on 19th September.. These vera to substitute the wrd 
�~�d�.�0�0�t�o�t�'�z�(�1� tor "nurses" in the eighth last line on page 49 and to amend 
the l e.st paragraph on page 6 to read as follows: -

ag:r..-';,.jpRagan said that in Dublin between l09000 and ll sOOO first 
irqections again:st poli o had been given since last June.. About 
�2�o�,�.�~� i:l.ppi.ieations are being r eceived each day a.i.a of these about 
Q!lI,t: -t it-U:! 1:U."'<;: from pert:i ona who come under t he oontri butor·y scheme .. 
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Many ehildren may, of �c�o�u�r�s�e �~� have been vaccinated by private 
doctors" With regard t.o the incidence of diphtheria in Dublin 
he sai d that nearly all the caseS had occurred among children of 
pa:ente. in the lower income group" In hia opini on it would be a 
good idea to allow the diepeDZ&ry doctors to give polio �v�a�c�c�~�t�i�o�n�s� 

in the same way as they give anti-dlphtheria and wooping-cougP. 
immunisation" The whol e question seemed to him to be related, to the 
problem of finance" o 

The minutes were so amended and were approved and signed. 

SPECIALIST SERVICES 

Mr ? O!Copnell inquired whether progress had been made in the Department 
ot Health on the recommendat i ons already submitted 'by the Council" 

The Secretm said he understood that the recommendations had been 
considered in the Department" He bad hoped to have a reply for this mee.ting 
but circumstances, including the Ministerl s absence abroad in the preceding 
veek$ bad not perm! tted this to be arrangedo 

�~� said that before the Council examined other s peoialist 
services it might be better t o wait for the Minister' s views on the recomm­
endatiollB already 3Ubmltted .. 

The Chairman Baid be fel t that 8.8 the work on specialist serviceB had not 
been completed by the previous Council it was desirable that the new Council 
should take up where the Committee had left off" It vas, of course, open to 
the COUDcil to express any views they W'ished on the recommendations already' 
submitted to the Ministere 

0:0. _ the suggestion of Mr " Hacken it was agreed that the Council would 
examine the recommendations already made on the specialist services. 

Orthopaedic Services: 

�~� said it seemed to him that the recommendat ione made in regard 
"tc- these services were along tbe li nes on which the services are provided 
et p:-eseDt" 

Mrg Flynn said it seemed to him t hat there ... �~�a�s� too mtlCh orthopaedic 
.. .,jrx t o be performed vi thin a r egion f or th.e �O�r�t�h�o �p�a�e�d�1�~� Surgeon to be able 
to :lope '11th i t properly and thet the Or thopaedic Surgeons have to spend too 
:men ti!l!e t r avelling about their reg!oIl .$. 

?kg O' Connell said that at present the Orthopaedic Surgeons pay per;iodic 
vh·its to different hospitals within their �r �e �g�i�o�~ �.�'� and it sometimes happens 
that dlff ereI!.ces of opinion arise between the County Surgeons and the 
Regione.l Orthopaedic Surgeons regarding the treatment of patients. In his 
opinion the centralisation �o�~� orthopaedic services vithin each region would 
�~� l\.D improvement on the present arrangement .. 

l'of.r .. Hacken said that i n t he Limerick region the Orthopaedic Surgeon 
hold8 cl ini cs at which he sees patients and decides whether to send them to 
�'�:�:�. �r�) �t�l �p�~�_ �t�.�a�l� or not. He thought this was a good idea and the aystem in Limerick 
:i! .o:"ki.ng very smoothly.. He himself welcomed the manner in which the service 
-::-M organised especially as it vas not possible to channel all cases through 
�t�~�~�~� CC-:.lll liY Surgeon 'Who is a very busy man' .. The Chief Medical Orricer could 
t..j;>ii �~ �:�3�n�d� p=.:tienta direct to the Orthopaedic Surgeon at his clini cs in the 
�~�" �<�l�Q �t�y� �H �" �s�~�i� tel. .. 

/ l-g.. 0 t Connell 
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lir? OIConnell said t hat while some of the regions have large hospitals 
at which orthopaedic cases can be treated properly others have noto At 
meetings of the Specialist Servi ces Committee Dro McCarthy had explained 
that ort hopaedic eases in Westmeath have to be sent. to Mona.ghang 'Which means 
that they must travel via �D�u �b �l�i �n �~� Many patients 'Would not undertake such 
long journeys and i t seemed that it uould be much better to have patients 
from Westmeath tl'eated in Dublin hospita...1.so Mro O' Connell also said that the 
reco!llID.endation in the last paragraph of �' �~ �e� section OD orthopaedic sernces 
vas very important aB the present position regarding the fitting of' artficial 
l i mbs a..?J.d the training ot pat ients to use them is very unsatisfactoryo 
It is diff i cult to have artificial limbs properly fitted in this country .. 
Patients requiring training i n the use of artificial l imbs must go to London" 
In his opi nion it 'Was essenti al that a limb fitting and training centre 
should be established in Irel and", The running of' the centre could be under-
taken by a. body such as t he National Organisation ror Rehabilitatio m 
England several firms combined to form a single undertaking specialising-in 
this 'Work" an... tl.....- q....:..vt.. Rut �C�n�o�~�s� 

tA.r Q Hacken said he agreed with Mr" O'Connell's views regarding the 
�u�n�s�a�t �i �~ �f�a �c�t�o�r�y� provision fOI fitting in the present service" 

�~� suggested that the Council should re-iterate their recomm­
endation r egarding a limb fitting centre" 

Y;!'o Flynn said he thougl::.t that Mr" OIGonnell's proposals on this matter 
should get more supJ=Ort !'rom the Council than merely re-iterating the 
previous recommendation" He felt that the Council should now make a very 
definite r eaoIlll!lendation that some organisation like the Rehabilitation Organ­
i sation should set up a centre" 

1k " OiConnell said that the Association of' Orthopaedic Surgeons could 
giv.:. advice and would assi st any body which would set up a centre" A 
ca.pital gr ent would be needed as it would be a very expensive undertaking) 
�s �S�P �e �~�i �l�l�l �y� i f i t ,was to, be set up on a permanent basiS" 

;;;;.w,,,,,-,,,,,,,.said he had no doubt that it would be possible to establish 
::;C;::;'<$ deal with the present problem, whioh is urgent.. He 
euggest ed the Council should recommend that steps be taken towards setting 
W?i a suitE..blc- organisatiorto This suggesti on was agreed to " 

£¥J G;Cq':illeil said t hat O:;J.I) 0 :: the graat problems is t he mortality 
inf ants and this i s di f'tie,:1l t to deal .i t.h on a piece-meal 

done in the Dubl i n Haspi tals but a l ot remains to be 
the country_> 

Dx' o l1.,Carlh;y said that a common problem confronting a pr ivate practit-ioner 
is tc deeida ;.;he't.'ler the benefits of a �p�a�e�d�i�a�t �r �i�e�i�a�n�~�s� opinion would be 
�o�U�·�~�'�<�l�3�i �g�h  ¬�d� by t he disadvantage of having to send t he sick child twenty or 

�B�i�l �, �~�;�>�:� t o see himo A paediatrici an, having seen the patieutg should be 
�:�~�:�. �: �.�,� .,' do somet..1.ing abo"Qt providing treatment" This would require bed 
�,�~�:�:�2 �.�-�-�, �:�1 �~�"�. �C�: �·�3�~� 

�~�~�"�"�' �'�'�'�'�'�'�'� said that in his area the difficult cases are sent to the 
while ot hers not so difficult are sent into the local county 

h(11'$pital lihere they are attended by the paediatric iano 



�~� said that he thought this problem could be soived if there 
vas closer co-operation between t.he County Surgeons and the pa.ediatrieianso 

Dr .. McCe.rthy po;Lnted out that in some counties the County Hospital is 
�~�9� small for exieting services and there are t.oo many calls on these beds 
to perm t of an arrangement wher eby a number of beds could be earmarked for 
paediatric cases 

Professor Cunningham aaid that an essential feature of treating 
diffioult cases is expert n'\U"eing and this is not availa.ble if the services 
are scattered throughout each regionc It vas a mistake, he thought£) to try 
to put specialised services in ecattered hospitals throughout the country. 
These should all be channelled into large centres c He added that while 
the majority of ca.ses can 'be trea.ted in county hospitals a number of cases 
could only be properly treated by specialist medical and nursing eare" 
The present practice of having a paediatrician �v�i�~�i�t�i�n�g� different hospi t als 
to attend diff1eult oases �i�~� not a good one" 

�~�r� 8 McCarthl said that in this matter human feelings have to be taken 
into account·o Many �m�o�t�h�e�r�~� would not wish to send their children perhaps 
seventy miles aV/ay for tl"ea't..ti!ento 

Yor R Q1Cona.ell said that expert paediatriC services should be available 
in all areaso Where it vas necessary to bring a newly-born infant to Dublin 
f or emergency operation there was often a delay of tvo to three days, which 
greatly reduced the infant'! s chances ot survivalo 

�~� said that in Tipperary aIly doctor who thought it necessary 
to have a baby sent for specialist att-ention could send the baby direct to 
the rsgio!lal hoepi tal in Limeriek" He thought this arrangement could be 
brought into operation in �~�v�e�r�y� area and he tel t sure that where specialist 
t.::-eatment was needed in such eases the local 'authorities would always 
eppro;r€ of the baby being sent direct to any hospital vhere the necessary 
treatsent was aval1ableo Rules and regula't ions were never applied to inter­
felT :; W:. tb. urgent medical needs 0 

�~� said he thought it vas li'l"ong to attempt to establish 
z?<3ciali::;t paediatric services in the COtlLty hospitals.. If this were done 
"'Chey S',J'<lld have to do the same for all 'the other services.. He agreed, however, 
"&-'net ordinary eases could be sent t.o the oounty hospitals. It would be the 
!'tmeticn of the paediatriciar.. tc a::1vis;e the general pract itioner as to what 
type ot case ahould go to the l ocal or to the regional hospital. There 
�~�h�o�u�l�d� b3 nc._conflict in �~�~� �1�l�l�~ �t�t�9�r�~� ae did .agree-,1.,howeve!"7 that. the. posi t10IJ 
in))y .. �)�I�c�C�.�t�l�r�t�h�7�~�s �.� area was a dif fi cult one,aa.he could see t.l:i.at there �~�,�. �I�> �S� a 
ehort·s_t:''' of ;,ads but the proximi t:r (it the Dublin t'Oluntary hoapi tal-s . 

�~ �h �? �\�"�.�l�d�.� enable t.lrls problem to �b�f�~� solved., 

Mr 9 O!Connell said that this is a most important matter and a rather­
urgent one tooo The dangers ot excessive radiation are now well know'!! end 
c",rtain. measures are being taken to reduce the amou.'lt of radiatiqn emitted 
t-s x-ray appsratu30 �l�-�~�u�c �h� of the x-ray apparatus in use in this country is nClIl 

�C�~�l�.�t�.� of date ; the most up-to-date equipment can operate with the emission of 
o':ll.y o1.l$;:-tenth of the amount of x-rays formerly needed o It would be most 
�'�C�n�l�i�l�: �,�:�; �l�;�~� t hat all county hospitals could be equipped w1th this up-to-date 
x:-·r ay appe.ratus, bec-ause of the expense9 but if regional radiolOgical centres 
�,�, �' �,�y�~�?�)� sa-t ablished this would meat the ro.eed.. It was also desirable that the 

�~�'�"�' �: �d�i�o�l�o�g�i�s �t� should be attached to a regional centre rather than travel frOm 
�~ �(�'�I �c�: �p �i�t�,�a�1� t o hospital examining pictures taken locallyo Many Uf.:.:r:.ecessary x-ray 
�~ �"�'�l�.�c�:�t�~�:�e�!�S� are ts.keu in county hospitals to melee aures £"ppal'ently, that the 
�r �~ �:�:�:�;�,�~ �c�: �:�;�g�i�:�3�t� ;,,.'Ou.1d have enough pi ctu..""8S to work o:c. when he arri vedo It lwuld 
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be much bett er if patient s were sent to regional centr es .here they would 
be seen by the radiologist. himself 0 Most County Surgeons are competent to 
do their O\il11 radiology for 1Jraumatic: eases and the more dif f i cult ones 
should be brought to proper centr es .. 

Dr. McCarthy said that usually the radiologist visits an area for two 
or three hours a week wIth the r'esult that he can only do a li mited number 
of ct!sea., A person needing x- ray examination may have to wait six W'eeks �f�~� 
i t .. The position in Count y Meath was ;so bad that the County Manager had 
given permission t.o send these cases �e�l �s�e�l�l�p�~�r �e �"� 

�~�M�a�c �k�e �.�n� said -- that this showed that the problem \Jas not an 
insuperable one and could be dealt vith without any drastic changes in the 
preeent arrangements .. 

�~�9� r eferring t o Mr. �O �~ �C�o�n�n�e�l�l� t e �o�p�e �n�i�n�~� �s�t �a�t�e�m �e�n �t�~� asked if 
they vere to i:.ake it from this that the standard x-ray apparatus at 
prel5eLt in use 115 not regarded as 15ati:lofactory" 

l-n-I!. �Q �1 �C�O�~� said the trouble was that We. apparatus has been found 
to give off too mu.ch radiation.. The most modern apparatusjI equipped with 
an image intensifi ers gives off only one-tenth the 8.lWunt of r adiation .. 

�(�~ �r� �S�h�e�~� and Alderman MeGuinnu; lert the meeting at t his stage) . 

Dre Oi Regan .!aid that it wa:s hi.! experience that the only x- ray films 
taken by radiographer! on t heir own discretion are traumatic g bones and 
chest �x�-�r�~�o� All other x-rays are taken under the direction of a radiol­
ogll5t" 

�~� said he thought that an improvement in the organisation 
ot �·�~�e� radiological .!ervices val5 something whic.h l ay ;,r1 thin the poioler of 
regional radiologists .. If they advised that radiological centres should 
be �e �~ �t �a�b �l�i�l�5�h�e�d� such- proposals would probabl y be accepted by the local 
�m�t�h�o �~�i�t �i �e �s� even wi thout reference to the Department of Healtho 

.§ir AnthoM Eamonde said he thought that members of the CounCil might 
b6 a:t �~�r�o �e �5� purposes.. Mro QfConnell had said that radiology had changed 
�c �o �n�~�i�d �e �r�e�. �b�l�y� and that tor r eaeone of safety and other reasons a much more 
�a �l�q�l�: �~ �~ �~�i�v �t�;� apP3!'atus vas required no'Wada.y!S .. It was clear that the members 
.ntr a agreed. on this point and tha..;,:. it s cost lIould >fake i ts provi sion in 
�O �~�U�I�l�t�r�s� �h�o �s �r �:�.�t�s�l �~� extravagent. 'fuoe only alterr.et i ve therefOr e vas to 
establish regional centres. 

�C�j�? �J�!�t�:�~ �n�i�-�:�:�! �1�~�: �i �C�!�!�l�a�i �G �~�~ �;�j�~�~ �1 �S� stage). 

P::::-g!e;:!ior CpnninghaB 8aid tbs.t he did not wish to add anything to the 
point:! contai ned in t he reporto 

Sir Anthonv Esmgnde said he saw that the previous Counci l had doaj. t 
extenaively rit..\-t this matter and that the discussion i ncluded the need f or 
n.,.ing �"�G�.�u�a�d�~� i n other areaso He vondered vhether any progress had been 
zade :'01 t his connection .. 

Pro!.aesor 9unninghp said he did not think that there had been a:n:y 
�:�"�l�~�w�~ �l�o�-�p�n �e �n�t�s�o� 

Mr .. FlF..n said that the new Li merick Regional Matern1t,y Hospital 'Would 
be op<3!l �~�6 �x�t� spring and that nflying squadstt would then ope!'ate from that 
i1>:lapital t o eC7er that region .. 

,IT.t:t'qs;;Ql" Cunningham said t hat flying squade a?e not often needed but 
�"�'�:�:�t�\�~�:�~� ;:Z'07id.:3 ;J.."l essential servioe in some eases" parti cul'3.rly in cases ·,..h1ch 
�c�~�u �:�.�. �·�;�t� be �r�~ �'�r�o�v�e �d� to hospital and 'Which require i!:U!lediat,e Epecialist �a�'�~�t�e �l�.�l�t�i�o�n�o� 



Psychiatric Services �~� 

Mr .. O'eannell said that the necessity for psychiatric out-patient 
services was becoming more and more reeognised in teachinlj. and in other 
hospit als.. The difficulty was "'_rmt since 1956 some of the Dublin voluntary 
hospi t&l s had ceased to run psychiatri e clinics as the local authority 
had re!'used to sanction payment for them .. 

He app!"901ated that l ocal authori ties have their aim f i nancial 
difficul t ies .. The position could be mnch improved in the Dublin areas 
�h�o�w�e�v�e�r �~� and he felt sure that ma.rJY bed days would be saved if these clinics 
were established there", I n his opinion psychiatric clinics are as essential 
as �s�u�r �g �l�c�a�l�~� gynaeoological or other clinics .. 

%9 �~�.�a�c�k�e�n� said that a special circular had been issued by the 
Department of' Health recommending the establishment of' out-patient clinics 
for mental treatment but unfortunatel y not enough was being done in this 
connect iono 

�.�f�E�g�,�~� said be had an interesting �e�~ �p�l�e� in his O'WD area ot wbat 
could be achieved by proper psychiatric examination. A boarded-out child, 
apparently a mental cases was about to be sent into a mental hospital ",hen 
a nurse advised that t he child should be sent to Dublin for expert 
psychiatric examinationc This 'Was done and it proved to be unneoessary to 
send t he child inte the mental hOSpital. The local authori t y had had great 
�d�i�f �f �l�o�u�1�t�y�~� �h�O �'�l�l�e�v�e�r �~� in obtaining sanction tram the Department of Health 
f or payment ot the expenses of sending this child to Dublin. 

PI"..r, Qleonnell said that in Dublin there are psychiatric clinios 
associ ated with the mental hospitals.. Everyone knew, however, that in 
Dublin a person in need ot psychiatrio care could be sent to a voluntary 
hospital rather than to Grangegorman" 

¥..!" , Costello said that Bome years ago he had been associated with a 
ccmm1ttse trying to improve the veltare of mentally defective children 
e.=.& had baen amazed at the number of �m�e�~�:�t�a�l�l�y� defective children in the 
country. He had been informed by the authorities of one mental defective 
institutlcI!. that no State grant or payment vas made towards the training 
.;: f sueh �e�h�i�l�d�.�l�:�-�e �n�~� Be did not knov H ' this was stUI the case but, if so, 
�h �~� thc'O.ght the.t something ahould be done to enable high-grade mental 
d.etectiv6s �t�.�~� be t r ained. 

Dr �~� M.l:Carthy said tha-l:; vhersa.s ther e ere insti tutio!l8 in existence 
for mental ly defective chil..1 t'6!J. a!!l0- :or sane epileptics there is no 
iJ:lsti't!:tion tor mentally defecti'i'e epil ept i c children and it is almost 
1m'?Ossiblu ts have such ohildren accommodated. 

�~� said she thought that this whole question required a lot 
at attention and should be thoroughly discussed" A proposal. was at present 
being considered to use st .. Raphael' s Preven.torium for the accommodation 
ot mental defeotivesa She had disoovered r ecently that if' a young child 
",as taken into a mental defective institution �.�!�}�>�~�~�a�s� not transferred to 
another instit ution on r eaching school �l�e�a�v�i�n�g�~� aaa the ahila uedd ea 

�" �! �~� :: �.�~�:� �:�~� �;�B�=�!�t�~�;�!�:�;�;�"�~�t�~� �~� �:�~ �.�:� :: tl>o"i!At th,t n>;, �~� �~�4�: �e�;�:�&� deae4J: ;; ;;:ung er these Chil(iPeRo ? 
£Ar. O;CoPhell said he vas aware that the Minister was at present 

sctlvsl y consid.ering this whole problem.. An Bord Altranais were at present 
..:ngag8d in the establishment of a speci al division of the r egister for 
no..u'ses trained in the nursing of the mentally handicappedo 



· �.�P�J�:�.�=�.�.�.�J�L�~� said that the �S�p�. �.�'�~�c �i�a�.�l�i�s �t� Ssrvicos Ccrr:.'td.t·tee did not f oel 
�(�l�.�t �S �~ �:�l�f� �(�'�!�r �.�J �!�4�~ �.�l�!�.�~�t �~ �!�\�t� t (' CD'PMinC' 8.11 �t�~�'�3�S �C� �T�,�" �,�.�'�1�t�t �~�!�"�o� �c�.�d�~�l�:�;�'�t�'�t�{�.�l�y� �;�;�:�~�l �d� �h �~�l�i �l� �r�s�o�~�:�'�l�"�,�"�" �' �"� 
�~�l �1 �"�~�:�:�d�~� liS �!�.�,�d �l �c�:�.�:�.�t�.�,�.�I�~� i n �~�:�.�:� r-er'0rt, thst a spiicial �e �{ �'�)�,�~�! �d �t�t�e �e� cons!.etirc: 
of �s�P�6�~ �i�a�l�i�s �t �s� in paediatricS 6.nd· child psych1p.tr·y rh::m_1.d bo �~� poi !,l,t",d t '\ 
eouaids!" p&ychi at:dc exanino.tio)"l and treatmont. �~� 

�~�~ �~� said i t might be ."l8 v"l l if this special commit t ee al :?o 
investigat.ed the point made bY' Mr .. �O �'�~ �C�o�n�n�e�l�l� about the L€Jed tor psycb1at !"i::­
cli nics for e.dultos .. He disagreed \lith the statement in 'l"he re}'Xl r t of 
the Spec1a11st Services Committee that specialist servlces i n adult 
psychiatry are reaaonablyprovided for under the present sy stem . He though,t 
it necessary that there should be faci11ties for tol lo'W-up treatment 
in the case of adults discharged from mental hospitals. I n his opin1on 
the mental hosp! tals are far too big.. The whole problem required much 
consi deration and for thi s reason he thought that the cotnm1 ttee recommended 
by the Council should be fairly wide and should contain El. number of 
psychiatristso 

�.�~� said he also disagreed vi th _the statement ill th$ r eport 
that specialist services in adult psychiatry are reasonably provided for 
at �p�r�e�s�8�n�t �~� He thought �t�.�~ �a�t� enough is not being done i n this connection. 

Hr, Macken said he thought the Council should not shirk a proper 
examination of the psychi atrio services. It vas important not to regard 
these services as completely distinct from other health services and he 
thought the mental health servi ce should be integrated with the other 
asrvioes. The Council shouldI' he tb.oughtg set up its own committee 
to lock into the psychiatric services and perhaps ask the loI'.1nister t or 
He!lth to appoint advisers to belp the committee or at least request the 
Minist er to set up a committee to examin.e these matters foJll y. 

Mry 0 'Connell said tt-..at he did not thi11.k that t he setting up of a 
�:�:�;�: �~�t�t�e�e� ot the Council loDuld \lork i x: practice. The Council could net 
eOImeud the attendance of v1tnesses or pay their expenses. The only 
tJ:i!lg they could do was to reoommend. the setting up or a committee to tbe 
�M�1 �~�h�:�:�t�-�e �:�- �"� 

�P�L �~�~� said he wocld not like to agree t.hs.1i the adult 
�~�7�C �!�-�-�L�i�i�i �t�l�' �i �C� services ar-e not r e'l6onably �p�~�v�i �d �e�d� fot' .. The Resident 
Medi!;..:U .&a!Jf.":d ntendent::- c:f M0'C::':U Hospitals put themselves at the di£:posal 
o! �p �!�' �i�v�a�t�~� pre.ctitionerll in thed.l." region$ by neiti ng pat! ents once or 
tw1-ce a "<tonth who have �b�e�~�t�:�.� di.eoh£.!"gec from �h �o�s �p �i�t�s�~� dlld sending repor ts 
to t h-t 1Xl.'"act itioners .. �H�~� t 'ho-t:;gh.t t his vas a vePJ goed 3ervice and ne i'GJt 
tb,s.t a good case could be �s�r�-�:�:�;�i�1 �, �~ �.�~� by overstatament. fl l'),ssibly tbe best 
�f�6�e�r�v�~�(�:�~� -..m.e not being pr ovi de-d. but he thought i't U9.S reMOnE.bly good. 

�~� said that in hie area e. number of' people are in need of 
shock �~�h �'�C�\ �r�a�p�y� but because of shortage of staff they cannot have i t . He 
had discussed the matter with the doctors and they told him they ;,rould 
�b�~� glEo.d to see psychiatric cases being brought into the county hospit4 
'iltile-r a they could be given simple treatment away from the mental �h�o�s�p �i�t�a�l�~� 

�~ �.� Macken said t hat many people are averse to attending out-patient 
clinics snd a desirable arrangement would be to arrange f or patiente being 
-,ry.d t ed in t-heir own homes. The problem ot young adults needing 
ft;,r,:':!i atr i e treatment is not provided for �~�t� all .. 
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Prd OlRegan Eaid that t he di seussion 80 tar had oentred on the condition 
of the patient up to and including the time of admission t o hoepitalo The 
big de!'i cienoy which he saw vas that there was no way of looking after the 
patient when he 'Was discharged f r om hospitaL What is needed is a home 
�v�i�s�i �t�o�~� "lervi ce., With propel" aft.er-.eare a high percentage of' re-admissions 
to mental hOl$p1t als could be �a�'�\�i �~�:�' �d�e�d�o� 

�~�t�h�Q�n�Y� Esmonde asked i f the Coun;:ll could request the -Minister 
to appoint specialists to advise the::.i, cn these matters and to have their 
expenses pa!do The Council could then Bet up a GOmmitteell including these 
speci alistss to go ful l y in:to the mattero 

The Secrety:z explained that the 'Minister had no power to permit 
payment of travelling expenses except to members or the Council acting on 
its eommi tteeso 

�~� suggest-ed that the Council might draw the l!1nister'. 
attention to the problem and to ask tor his assistance" 

�~� said that this could be done by adding a sentence to the 
report" 

The Chairman said that the minutes would be sufficient information 
tor the Minister but a special let ter would be sent also" 

�~ �E�!�l �i�o� �S�e�r�y�i�c�,�s�~� 

&' 8 O?COnnel. said thatl' as tile report indicated, the main points 
put f o!"Ward vere the need for speoial centres to treat glaucoma eases, to 
de:;.1 \i'ith i!l orneal grafting etc" Most important or all perhaps vas the 
reeorrur.en.dation that the servioes or a pathologist speoialising in ophthalmic 
llo::k should be provided as this work i s not normally carried on by a 
patholcgisto 

E - , Nose ,3.lld Throat Services: 

The Council had no comments to make on the section dealing with these 
�~�e �r�v �i �"�, �e �8 �o� 

ntber: �S�-�c�e�c�i�a�1�!�~ �~� Services: 

lli:..z.. O' Copnell t.l:Lought the �C�~�i�l� shO'.lld go ahead with the examination 
ot other speeiall.tieso 

�~� C;"a.ir::ilan said that if the toun.cil decided 'to co!'!.tinue this work it 
"7.ould 0(> !'.l6Cessa...,. to re-constltutd the Specialist Services Gommitteeo 

I t .... '"es agreed that a Specialist Services Commi:ttesshould be set up of 
the t'ollo',liugg 

The Chairman, 
Y.rs �B�a�r�r�y �~� 
Professor Cunningham,9 
Dro Dunnep 
Mr , Flynn, 
1I..r" Gailivan, 
Mr o Ma.cken, 
Dr" �M�c�C�~ �~�'�1 �,� 
Mro �O �~ �C�o�n�n�e�l�l �l�'� 

Dr" O'Regans-
Dr , Ward" 
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l-!r e 0 iCoM511 said tbat on a previous occasion the Committee had 
obtained permission to call outsiders before it to give their expert 
opinions" 

tb, Se<fretary �s�~�d� that WhL<1 o'.lteid&:t;;8 oould .be asked to attend 
meetin!i8 there vas no legal. author! ty for the payment of expenses to such 
persons .. 

. �~ �r �g� Ward 6a;4 that the Minister would need some time to consider the 
recommendations already made and it might be better it' the Council waited 
tor some months �P�e�r �O�I�'�~� making f urther recommendations" 

_ Pro McCarthy said he did not think it would be fair to the MiDister 
to postpone their further r ecommendations as it �m�.�i�~�t� help if' all 
�r�e�c�o �m�m�e�?�;�l�.�d�.�a�t�i�o�~�s� were available for study at the same time .. 

Mr, Q1COnnell said he felt sure the Minister would conSider the more 
urgent things first" .. Cardiology is a very urgent problem and the Council 
had not yet studied that service" In his view the Council should complete 
the work already undertakeno 

�~� said he thought it desirable for the Council to continue 
their study _ ot the specialist services and to make any further recommendations 
that might be needed.. It might be possible :for the Minister to put SOlle 
ot these recgmmendations int-o eff ect without too much difficulty" 

The Specialist Services Committee agreed to meet at 3 p .. m. on Thursday 
20th November .. 

POLIOMYELITIS VACCINATION - PUBLICITY MEASURES • 

. -It vas agreed to 'deter consideration of this item to t he Ilext meeting 
ot the Council .. 

DATE OF W..J:T MEETI NG. 

The �l�l�~ �x�t� meeting Q:f the Council was :4xed for 3 .. .30.. polll . on Friday 
�~�2�t�h� �D�1�l�:�~�e �i�!�l�: �b�e�!�,�"�l�.� 1958 .. 



Confidential until confirmed" 

NATIONAL HEALTH COl!!fCIL 

Minutes ot: meeting "held Qn 12th December, 1958 in the wemises of An BQ.rsl 
Al tt_is. Dublin. 

The members present were 8 

K. S. 0 Broom, �u�.�~�.� (Chairman). 
Dro N"C., Browneso T.,D" 
Dr" Do ConnollY:J 
Jo �D�o �h�e �r�~�Y �9� Esq .. , 
Dr. J . Dunne. 
Si r Anthony Esmonde, Bart" , ToD" 
Jc Flyrms> �E�s�q�o �~� 

Do Gall1van, Esq", 
K" . �H�a�r�r�i�n�g�t�o�n �~� Esq" SI 

Dr. A. McCarthy, 
Alderman MoJo !<icGuinnesso 
Mo �M�a�c�k�e�n �~� Esq"!l 
Mc �I�f�.�o�y�n�i�h�a�n �~� Esq c1 
)!r, T.C.J. O' Connell. 
Dr. H. Quinlan, 
Miss KoF" Russello 
Senator P. J. Teehan. 
Dr. F.C. Ward. 

Apologies for not attending were received trom Mrse Barry, Mr" Coyle, and 
Dr" O' Regan. 

The· Chairman said that since the last meeting of the Council Dr. J.Po 

Brennan,· had been bereaved by the death of hi.s sono On behalf of the Council he 
wished to express sympathy with Ore Brennane 

The members stood in silence" 

The ChairI!!M.9 on behalf of the Council, .. congratulated Mr" Macken on his recent 
appointment as County Manager for CarlOW/Kildare" 

�~� returned thanks" 

MI NUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 

The Secrety,y said that the fo l l owing amendments to the draft minutee had 
been �s�u�g�g�e�s�t�e�d �~�-

(1) On page �3 �~� line 15$ add Itor the Irish Red. C,ross SoCiety" arter 
nNational Organisati on for Rehabilitation-" 

(2) On page 69 in seventh line trom end of page" insert ·or adult- betore .age" " 
Delete all words after "agelt to end of paragrapho 

These amendment s were made and the minutes as amended -were approved and s,tgnudo 

COilRESPONDENCE 

The SecretarY read a letter !'rom Mr" "W "Jo Chambers expressing appreciatiori 
of the Council's resoluti on of Syt!lpathy on the death of Miss Marg8.ret Chambers" 

/,The SecretarY 



The Secretw read a letter from DrQ JoFo Brennan regretting that he found 
it necessary to tender his reSignation fioom the National Health CounciL 

SPECIALIST SERVICES 

A letter dated 19th November.!! 1958 conveying the �M�i�n�i�s�t�e�r�~�s� observations 
011 the CounciP s recommendations r egarding certain specialist services va:! 
considered.. A copy of this letter Is appended to these minutes .. 

Dr e McCarthJ: 3aid that the Specialist Services Committee at their last 
meeting were aware of the text of the letter but did not discuss it in detail. 

Orthopaedic Services 

Or 8 Ward said he thought there would be general agreement that the Mini ster 
had gone a long \lay to meet the recommendations of the Council on the orthopaedic 
services .. 

The Council had no comments to make on the Department I s reply on these 
serviceso 

Paediatric Services 

Or" lof.cCarthy said he vas disappointed that the Minister could not agree 
to the recommendation that bed facilities -should be provided for the paediatrician 
at County Hospitals .. He was also disappointed at the Ministerls statement 
that experience up to the present had flnot indicated the need for l ocal clinics 
at more frequent interVals than twice a month !I' 0 Experience -would never show 
anything else vhll.e the clinics -were only held twice a month as people will not 
use themo 

�~� said that he held similar views to Dr" McGarthy on this matter .. 
It seemed to him, bOliever, that the Council would have to accept the Minister's 
view for the present.. His main eriticism of the �D�e�p�8�-�~ �e�n�t�·�s� reply under this 
heading would relate to the statement that "It Is the usuaJ. practice" to have 
children referred from child welfare clinics and school health examinations to 
the paediatrician through the family doctor.. His experience was that the ohild 
Is never referred through the family doctor but i s sent direct by the Chief 
Medical Officer .. 

Dro �M�c�C �~� said that his experience was not the same as that of Dr. Ward 
but it had been brought to his notice that it was the usual practice to transfer 
chil dren direct from clinics to the specialist services in the large urban areas. 

Mr. Hacken said that the reason tor direct reference of children to specialists 
in t he bi g centres is that there are large numbers of medical services card 
holders in these areas and it is not always clear that the dispensary do"Ctor 
regards himself as being in the posit ion of a family doctor.. He was most !'ully 
in favour of the recommendation to refer children through the family doctor. 

DrQ McCarthy said that he resented any suggestion that dispensary doctors 
treat the poor any differently from other classeso With more than 21)000 general 
practitioners in the country it vas possible, like a.ny other representative 
group of the population that there would be some who might be careless in this 
regard, but he most strongl y resented any suggestion that dispensary doctors in 
general discriminated agai nst the poorer classeso 

'Mr, Macken said that b. welcomed Dr. McCartby's statement. It vas possible 
that in large "urban areas members of the lower income group find it difficult 

/ t.o indicate vho 
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to indicate who their family doctor 18$ since they are often catered for by 
medical schemes operated by trade unions eteO $ This was one factor which might 
result in �t�h�~� dispensary doctor being by .... passedo 

�~� pointed out that the parep.ts were primarily concerned.. He thought 
that this was a problem 'wbich could be solved by eODsultation between the Local 
Medical Assooiation and the medical staff of the local authority.. �n�r�~� 

agreed �w�~�t�h� thiso 

It was agreed on Dr o Wardi s suggestion to ask the Minister to take steps 
to secure universal �a�p �~ �l�i�c�a�t�i �o �n� of the principle of ref'erence through the family 
doctor which he understood to be in operation at present" 
Radiology 

&0 Q2Conn!!!11 said in relation t o the first paragraph on this service that 
be thought that the pat ients 1 interest s 'WOuld be bett er served by their 
attending regional centr e;so 

�~� pointed out that ae f ar as he was aware in his area and in other 
contiguous areas there were no wait i ng l ists for radiological examinations." 

&2 O' Connell said that his information vas that there were long waiting 
lists in certain health authority areas and that the delays wer e the occasion of 
considerable concern to the doctors" He was aware of cases in which patient s 
from GeH came to Dublin to under go x-ray examination because they would have 
to vai t too long in their own area" He felt that the services were worki ng 
satisfactorily only in some areas and that the Mi rdster should be asked to 
expedite the improvements in the areas where there are waiting lists.. It 'Was 
agreed to do t his 0 

The Chairman invi t ed the views of members on the statement in the Department!s 
letter that the term II r adlologi cal institutes" was not understood" 

Mrg Q' Connell stated that certain procedures i n radiological examination 
were so rare, so teChni cal and so expensive he considered that it ... ·ould be a 'Waste 
of time and money providing the equipment and staff to do them in every county 
area. This "Was the principal reason for t he recommendation tha.t radiologi cal 
institutes should be made avail able in the University cities and also i n Limerick 
and in wo other areas" These insti t utes would be radiological oent res in Which 
it might be r easonabl e and economical to make availabl e the apparatus and f acilit ies 
�n�e�c�~�s�~�1�l�l�J�'�:� to �p�r �~�v �i�d�e �.� a. comprehensive radiological service. 

Ohste.tries & Gynaecology 

Dr" Ward said that be was not happy about the maternity services. and that he 
had expressed illS unhappiness on many previous occasi ons at meetings of the Council 
and of earller �C�o�u�n �c �i �l �s �~ �T�h�e� Mi nister had not conceded the r i ght of aeeeaa to 
maternity beds i n county hospitals to t he general practltionerso He appreciated 
the r easons -why the Minister "Would not permit of this arrangement but he felt that 
there .... as another solution to the problem" Under the provisions ot the Health Act 
the expectant mother is given a statutory right to choice of doctor.. I t,however , 
the doctor is not permitted to attend t he mother in a local authority hospital 
she il!l deprived of this �c �h �o �i �c �e �~� The sol ut ion to the problem, he said appeared to 
lie in making available a higher local authority oontribu.tion than the 81-- per day 
allowed for confinement �~� private maternity homes" He suggested that a contribution 
of 18/- a day would be oheaper than the cost of maintenance in a l ocal authority 
hospital. 

!!It. McCaxthy 



- 4-

�D�r�~� McCarthy said that while he agreed that the average general practitioner 
was quite cODipetent to deal with obstetric cases his position could be pre­
�c�a�r�i�o�u�~� trom the legal poInt of view should accidents occur in complicated 
caeas. While he agreed .... ith Dr. Ward .that the general practitioner should 
be given access to beds in the local authority hospitals, he felt that, �~�m� 

a practical point of view, this principle could not be applied universally .. 
If the doctor lived, say, 20 miles away from the County Hospital he would 
not be in a position to attend a voman who had to be sent there· because she 
could not be confined at home .. 

Dr, McCarthy left the meeting at this stage" 

Mre Moynihan supported Dr .. Ward in his suggestion. 

�~� said that it should be remembered that while the Health Act 
conferred a right to a tree choice ot doctor, the same Act prevented the local. 
authority trom giving a larger subva;ltion than 8/- a day to private nursing 
homes. 

�~� said that they had been discussing obstetrics as if child-birth 
were a disease.. It obstetrics vere to be practised at high level there 'Were 
certain fundamental principles to be complied with. One of the most important 
features of the Health Aet. was the provision of pre-natal care and post-natal 
care up to the age of six weeks of the infant.. The tamily doctor attends the 
patient from the fourth mont h of pregnancy up to the delivery of the infant. 
In many cases t he mother does not want to go to hospital but because .of home. 
conditions she cannot be confined at home" If she is brought te an institution 
to which her family doctor ha" no access the continuity of treatment is broken 
and the strange doctor coming in on the case is at a disadvantage as is also 
the patient .. After the confinement the mother and infant return again to the 
family doctor who �~�s� thus at a considerable disadvantage as he �~�o�e�s� not bow 
what complications may have arisen while �h�i�~� pati ent vas in hospital.. There 
can be no doubt about the patientl s statutQry right to a free choice ·ot doctor. 
This vas held out to be one of the attractive f eatures ot the Health Act as 
evidenced by the Dail Debates during the passage of the Bill through the 
Oireachtas. The position could be easily remedied it holders of Medical Cards 
could be given a decent subvention by the local 8!lthorfty for confinement in 
maternity homes. 

�~� said that in his view this vas largely an administrativfI 
problem. In view of the large number of women at present �~�e�e�k�i�n�g� to have their 
confinements in private maternity homes it would be a very heavy burden on the 
taxpayer to increase the local authority subvention to these homes. Abuses 
would be bound to arise.. It was necessary that the expenses of the Health Act 
should be kept within reasonable limits . The fact was that if a person required 
institutional treatment it is �a�v�a�i�l�a�b�1�~ �·� �~�e� of charge under the Health Act .. 

Dr. Ward said that a distinctio:t:l. must be made between maternity cases needing 
hospi tal treatment and cases which require institutional. care because ot home 
conditions. 

Hr, 9 100nnell said that it vas just as important tor the mother to go to 
a hospital because ot home conditions as it was for clinical reasons. 

Miss Russell said the Minister shoUld �~ �·�- �g�i�v�e�n� a chance to consider whether 
the making available of an increased subvention -t..o maternity homes would eue 
the lot ot the district nurse whose work is exceptionally heavy and who is on 
call for tventy-f'our hours a day. She vas of opinion that such an increasedl 
subvention, apart f'l"om meeting the medical professions contention that the choice 

lor doctor 
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of doctor did not exist, llould provide invaluable assistance in reducing the 
work of the district nurse" 

The Chairman said t hat he felt that Dr .. Ward vas right in his interpretation 
of the Health Act.. He felt that this matter \lould continue to arise at meetings 
of the Health Council until the question of the right to free choice of doctor 
vas clarified.. He considered that the suggestion that an increased subvention 
might be made to maternity homes vas a reasonable one and he would accordingly 
propose that the Minister' 5 attention be drawn to the discussion on this point 
.... ith the r equest that an increased subvention should be made to these homes in respect 
of holders of medical cards .. This 'Was agreed to .. 

Dr. Ward said that before pa3sing from the obstetric services he wished 
to s.eek clarification of t he �s�t �~�t �e�m �e�D�t� in the Departmentl s letter concerning the 
preparation and distribution of a l eaflet on ante-natal care. He felt that it 
would be very desirable that the members of the Council should be alloyed to 
consider the 1eanet before distributiono 

It was agreed to ask that copies should be circulated to the Counoil 
before the leaflet was issued. 

Ophthalmio Services 

Mr. O'eonne11 said that the Specialist Servioes Committee had interviewed 
ophthalmic specialists WO had left no doubt in their views 
about the need for a glaucomf\,' centre. The Council was satl.sfied that the 
existing facilities -were not adequate and he felt that they should approach 
the Minister again on this matter 0 

It vaB agreed to do this. 

Ear, No.se and Throat Services 

The Chairman said that as far as he could see the paragraphs of the letter 
referring to these services were satisfactory'. 

Referring to the Minister's l etter generally, the Chairma1'l said that he 
thought that the Mini ster had gone a long way to meet the v ie .. s expressed by 
the Council. He thought that they should be generally satisfied with tbe reply 
they had received, 

POLIO VACCINATION PUBLICITY 

Dr. Bro\lIle arri ved at this stage. 

t-ir , O'eonne11 said that he felt that the scheme was not succeeding largely" 
because the tamily doctor -was not being brought into it to any great �~�e�n�t�o� It 
could be taken as derini te that the members at the middle income group vill not 
bring their children to clinics and if steps are not taken· to make the. general 
practi tioner an integral part of the soheme fUrther progress would slow down 
and nothing fUrther would be heard about polio vacoination until an epidemic 
occurred. 

Mr« }JAcken said that he had �a�~�k�e�d� his Chief' Medical Officer for an estimate 
of the number of' persons who had been vaccinated against poliomyelitis, both by 
the local authority and by private practitioners, and this "Was discoyered to be 
in the region of g,090, He suggested that the Minister' s attention might be drawn 
to the necessity for initiating a publicity campaign in January.. He thought 

/ the Counoil 



the Council could discuss the matter again later" 

Hr2 Hsrrington said that in his opinion publicity meaiSures in regard to 
polio vaccination should be on a l ocal ba!is" 

DATE OF IiEIT MEETING 

The next meeting of the Council was tixed for Friday, 30th January, 1959, 
at 3.30 p.m. 

' ," ' 

MEETING OF SPECIAL SERVICES CO!;!MI-TTEE 

It va!! agreed that the next meeting of the Specialist Servioes Committee 
wuld take place on Thursday, 29th Januar:Yg 19599, at 6 p"m" 

The Chairman wished the members of the CouncU the compliments of t he 
season" 

CM. 



Confidential until conf'irmed 

NAT IONAL mAIlrH COUNCIL 

Minutes of' meeting held at 3 • . 30 pom. on 30th. J"anuar;y. 1959, 
in Aras Yhic Dhiarmada, Dublin .. 

The members present were: -

E. S. 6 Braoin, Uas. (Cba:irman) 
Mrs. T. Barry 
Dr .. N. Co Bro.vne, T .D. 
Dr . Do Connolly 
Mo Costello, Esq. 
Professor J D Ounn:ingham. 
Dr. S. Dunne 
Sir Anthony Esmonde, Bart. , T . DD 
J o Flynn, Esq. 
D. Gallivan, Esq. 
K. Harrington, Esq. 
Dr. A. McCartl\Y 
Alderman Mo J o Yd}uinness 
Y. MoyniQanJ _Esq. 
Mr. T. C. S. o'eom"n 
Dr. H. Quinlan 
Miss K .. F. Rusaell 
Dr. F. C Ward. 

Apologies for not attending were received f'rc:m Mr. Il aeken , Mr. D'oherty 
and Dr. Q'Regan. . 

1. MINUrES O"PREVIOUS lIEETING 

The Ch8.irma.n said. that the f ollowing amendment to the draft minutes had. 
been suggested:-

On page 3 line 20 �~�n�d�.� �~ �h�e� was �a�w�~� of' cases in which patients 
from Cork came to Dublin" to read "he was aware of cases in which 
�p�a�Y�J�.�.�e�n�t �~� from. the' �c�o�u�n�~�r�y �" �c�a�m�e� to Dublin". 

Tb; amendnent waS made and the minutes as a.n:errled. were approved and signed. 

Dr. Ward sa:iil he h<?ped _it would be in order for him to �~�i�s�e� a point on 
the subject of minutes generally. 1ihil e he cons.idered that" the minutes of 
the meetings of' the Council were excellent minutes as such he had often felt 
that a more detailed. report of the proceedings should. be given to the Minister. 
The minutes give the main arguroonts advanced and th9" decisions ete .. arrived at, 
but the Minister could get the impression that the matters UDder discussion were 
not given f ull ani detailed. cons:ider ationo Perhaps it waS that the Minister 
got a more detGi.Ued r eport than that which appeared in the �m�i�n�u�t�e�s�~� 

The Secretary said that the Minister d:iil not get a more detaUed. account 
of the proceedings than was recorded in the minute; s of the ueeting .. 

Dr" Ward said t hat he had no reason to believe that the Yinister wisl'ed 
to have any more detailed report than that at present made avaiJable. He felt, 
however, that the Minister might be interest ed to have available to him the 
contributions aade by all of the members in the course of the Council fa 
consideration of' matters which CCIl:e bef ore them.. 

/Mrs. Barry 
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Mrs .. Barry said that she t>.ad always felt that the minutes should nerely 
record deoisions or reCOIImematians. It' t he minutes were to be CUIplified it 
should be done so that they would become a cOlI!Plete uredited report of' their 
proceedings .. 

Sir Anthony Esmond.e stated that he felt that the minutes wer e satisfactory 
from the point of view of' the CounoU who were aware of what occurred but he 
thought that more detail might be desirable frcm the Minister I s point of' view. 

The Secretary said that t his matter had been considered by earlier 
Councils. The suggestion that decisions ani reconmendations alone be 
recorded in tl'e minutes had been rejected ani his aim in preparing the 
minutes was to gi-re in summary f'orm the various viewpoints expressed on a 
subject. Tm staff t aking notes of' t he discussions did not do so in 
shorthand. If anything like a verbatim account of t he discussions were to 
be kept as a regular procedurey it would probably be necessary to use 
report ers such as arEJUsed in the Dail. 

The Chairman pointed out that it had been consldered by a previous 
Council that the minutes were too �e �l �a�b�o�r�a�t�e �~� He felt satisfied, however, 
that the Secretary and his stai"f wouJ.d ezrleavour to meet the wishes of the 
members a 

Tho Secretary said that he had been inf'ol."lIlBd that �~ �:�' �r�a� �D�~� D'a Coy-le had. 
�r�e�s�i�g�n �~� from the National Health Council for �~�e�a�l�t�h� reasons. 

The �~� read a letter f'l:om Mro FlYJ:lIl to t re effect that he 
�r�e�~�.�.�-�e�t�t�e�d� that at the l ast meeting of the Council he bad misled them by 
�~�t�a�t�i�n�g� that in County Tipper ary .children attending the Child Welfare Cl:inics 
am. the �~�h�o�o�l� Medical Services were di;'ected to their family doctors a He 
had given instructions some months previously to have this procedure 
adopted but the �~�.�.�e�o�e�s�s �a�r�y� forms had to be drawn up ani were in fact not 
submitted for his appr oval until after the last n:::eeti.."1& of the Council. 

The Secret8-7 r ead a letter from Dr. Brennar. thanking the. Council for 
the condolences expressed to h:im on hi s recent bereavement. 

The Secretary read the follO'l,'1ing letter froIII: the Department of Health:-

"I am d irected by the Minister for Health to ref er to 
paragraph Cd) of yO\U' letter of tlE 1st instant regarding the 
leaflet on Ante-Natal Care which has been printed. for this 
Depart ment and to enclose copies of the l eafl et f or circulation 
to your Counoilo 

The leaflet p the printing of which had. been put in hands 
before you were made aW8-"'El �~� on 19th NOv-ember last9 of the 
.fact that it was being produced, was prepaI-ed �f�~ �l �o�w�i�n�g� 
consultation wi th the Irish Medical Association, �t �~� Masters 
of the three Dublin Maternity �H�o�s�p�i�t�a�.�l�s�~� ani other members of 
the medical professiono Its distribution is being arranged 
mainly t hrough the large mat ernity hospitals and through doctors 
(i...'lcluiing district medical off icers) and. nurses who have agree-
ments with health authorities to prov:ide maternity . services. It is 
hoped that the leaflet will �s�~�r�v�e� as an added incentive to the expectant 
mother to seek �m�e�d�~ �l� care and to carry out conscientiously any 
instructions �~ �h�e� may be given by her �d�o�c�t�o�r �~� 

Mise �~� le meas �~� 

(Sgd.) K. U. OONNOLLY" 
The Council. had no observation to make on the l eaflet. 
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3. GENERAL INSTIT1lrIONAL AND SFECIALIsr SERVICES (.4.MilNDllENT) REGUMTIONS, 1958. 

Professor Cunningham said that the Act had heen passed and the 
Regula.tions already made. I t was usual to ask the National Health COWlcil's 
advice before t he regulations were madea He wondered whether there would be 
any prospect of the Regulations being changed on any advice which the 
Council might nOi'i give. 

The Chairman said that the regulat ions will always be anended,. if 
necessary. 

Professor Cunningham said that he considered that to seek the advice 
of the Council after the :Regulations had. been made was a peculiar methc;d 
of prooedure. 

Tb:! �~� quote.d Section 98(17) or the Health Act,. 1947, which, he 
pointed out, gave the Minister the authority to make :regulations without 
prior consultation with the Council, where he waS satisf'ied that it was a 
matter of urgen,:;y. 

Professor Cunningham said that he could not see that there was any 
question of' u.rgency in this Case. The Regulations must have been UDier 
consideration for SOIre t1l'lle ani he felt that the Council were wasting their 
time advising the Minister on something on which he had already made up his 
miDi. There wer e many features of the Act to which the medical prctession 
objected. 

The �~� pointed out that the procedure adopted by th9 Minister in 
the present case bad been resorted to on a previous occasion a 

Mr. YJOynihan said that the Act and Regulations merely raised. the inccme 
limi t for eligibility purposes from £600 to £800a This adjustn:ent was 
necessary in view of the depreciation in the value of money. There had 
been considerable pressure on the Uinister by tte Trade Unions to do this. 

Dr. Ward _ said that as f ar as �~� Vias aware the changes made in the Health 
�I�.�e �g�i�s�~�r�e �· �c�o�n�s�e�q�u�e�n�t�i�a�1� on the decision to raise the incone limi t f'or 
�~�s�u�r�a�b�i�l�i�t�y� urder the sOcial Welfare Act f'rom £600 to £800 per amum. The 
National Health Council had no right to be consulted on that. The Min ister 
had to' bring the Health Act into harmony with the Social Welf'are Act. The 
Regulations were the logi cal �~�q�u�e�n �c�e� to tho passing of the Act. 

Dr. YcCarth.y pointed out that there was nothing in the Social Welfare 
Act conCerning the a-isregarding of the first one hundred pounds of each 
chUd in qalculating ".family incone" so as to bring the income limit up to 
£1 ,100 in some cases. The simple f'act was that tre Minister had changed 
the Health Act, ani was now seeking the Council ' a advice on the changea 

�~� sa:id that he t hought that it �~� not the �~�n�:�l�m�e�n �t� of the 
Social Welfare Act which had necessitated tre ohange _in tre H9alth Act but 
the fall in the value of money.. It would have been presumptiolls of �t�h�. �~� 
Min ister ,to publish t he regulations before the Act was passed.. He pointed. 
out that the limit fixed in t he Act was based on economic :factors. 

Professor 4.tnningham said he did not agree that the anendment of the 
Health Act was purely a question of economics.. The Minister had aade a 
statement in �t�~� Dill that the change would lOOan an increase of 80,000 in 
the number �~� persons eliglbl e far health services but he had not revealed 
to what occupational groups these 80 �~�O�O�O� belonged. . 

/Yr" O'Connell 
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Mr., OgCorulell sa:id that re d id not think the Minister's intention in 
introducing the new Aot could be disputedo The National Health Council 
had. been f'oI'l:led after a struggle, as an autonomous advisoIj'" bcxiy 
representative or" all those conoerned in tre provision of health services. 
The Council had advised tb! Minister on the health services in the turbulent 
years that had just passed. Sometimes their advioe had been taken ani on 
other oocasions it had been ignored. WhUe it had been agreed that the 
Minister could introduoe regulations without consulting the Council in 
urgent cases he founl it hard to believe that the recent !iealth legislation 
had not been unler coll8jderation for some t:ime or that the tine was so limited 
as to precluie consultation with the Council. The by- passing of' the Council 
on this as well as on previous occasions lent support to the view that the 
Council was beccming a rubber stamp. He felt that the Council should sen:! a 
protest t .o the Minister a.."li that this protest should be published. A 
further cause of conoern was the recent Supreme Court decision to the effect 
that a :farmer the valuation of whose :farm exceeds £50 can stUl be eligible 
for health services-if he can prove his incoroo does not exceed .reoO. 

Professor Gunningham said that Mr. Q'Connell had elucidated the 
views which be had -expressedG 

hs .. Barry �s�~�i�d� that whUe she :felt that scme aotion was called ror 
she did not favour naking a protest such as had been sugge sted by Mr. 
O' Connell.. As:far as she was aware this was the first time that this had 
happened. 

Sir Anthony EsmoDie said that he felt that the Council should, and 
could, have been consulted �b�e�f�'�o�r�e�h�a�n�d�~� He failed. to see the necessity for 
making Regulations izrmediately af'ter the passing of the Act. 

The Chairman again d rew attention to the fact that the Minister was 
acting �w�i�~� legal rights in consult1n8 the Council after the 
Regulations were madeo There were previous ooca.sion,s on which this had 
happened 0 

Pro:f'essor Cunnmsham pointed out that" the urgency provision had been 
used as a loophole.. He could not agree that the intrcduction of these 
Regulations was a matte.r of urgency in that f!Cnseo 

Dr" BrONDe said. that the National Health Council waS not a democratic" 
body but a Vocational Bo:1y __ constituted to advise the Minister. The Minister 
represents the people ar.d he had acted within his rights in the present 
matter" He enquired whether the Council had protested err any previous 
occasion when their advice was asked af'ter Regulations Vlere made. 

nr .. Jlc03.rth.y p:ointed out that "the National Health Council had come 
into being as a result o-r an Act passed by t he legislative bcdy which 
provided that it should be �c�o�n�s�u�1�t�e�d�~� 

The �~� �~�i�d �.� that on the previous occasiO!].s the Cou.."1cil had given 
their views ani suggested ameril.ments" The Minister had the right to 
accept or not accept the �a�d�~�r�i�c�e� of the CounoU e'itber before or after the 
making of regulations • 

.llrs" Baryz said that the Council could tear . �t�~� Regulations to bits 
if Uey wanted. to" This belied any suggestion that tMY were being used as 
a rubbe:r stamp" 

Dr", Brorne said. that tre Minister was not trying to impose his will on 
the Council. 

/ltr .. �O�~�C�o�n�n�e �l�l� 
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Mr. Q?Connell said that the consideration of' the Regulations -at this 
stage was a waste of tinJ:. As far as he was aware no notioe had been 
taken of their previous advice on Regulations. Ife felt that no amount of 
reasoned argument at this stage could get tre Minister to change his mini 
on the Regulations. 

�M�r�.�~� pointed out t hat the Regulations themselves Jrerelyadapted 
references. 

Mr. 0 'Conoell said that he though there was no point in the Council 
continumg to advise on legislation which had already been brought into 
:force. To avoid g i ving the regulations their approval or otherwise J it 
would be better �~�r�e�l�y� to mark them "read". 

In reply to an enquiry by. Dr. - Quinlan the C?airman,-sai\i .that the ¥.inister had 
adopted the Council ' s suggestions regarding the- amerdm=nt Of draft Regulations 
on previous occas1.bnff.v -- - �~ �.�'� . 

Dr. Browne said that he f'elt that tre Council should consider the 
Regulations and give their views for the �M�i�n�i�s�t�e�r�~�s� inf'ormation. Without 
examining the regulations it would be impossible to say "';hether the Council 
would approve or not. 

Mr. Costello sam he felt that the Council would be going outside the 
scope of its fUnctions in approving or disapproving of the Regulations. They 
had been asked merely to advise on trem. 

Dr. Ward said that t he Min ister bad determined that the Regulations had 
to be made urgently and it would have to be accepted that he Was in the best 
�p�o�s�i�t�i�~�n� to judge tbi , necessity for urgencyo He pointed out that the 
Department IS letter had expressed regret that tre tine __ avail able did not permit 
of pri or consu.ltation �w �i�t�~� the: Counoil. In t:M light of this phraseology they 
had no substantial grievance. His recolJ.ection· was that some three years 
ago a proposal to raise the income limit from £600 to £1 ,000 Was discu.ssed 
by the Counc,tl ani . had received considerable support. H:I thought that the Minister 
would have adverted to that disoussion. . 

Mr. O' Cozmell said he did not remember any volume of op inion at the 
previous Council in favour of this change 0 

Mr. Fl..ynnaaid that once the Act had been passed those who benefited 
had to be catered for. This was the reason f 'or the urgency :in making the 
regulations. 

The �~� said that whUe be appreciated that the Minister had the 
power to do what he did it was a matter f or regret that t he Council was not 
consulted before tm legislation was made effectiveo He felt that the Council 
should �o�o�n�s�:�i�d �~�r� the Regulations ani advise the Minister and ti1..a.t tre matter 
might be satisfactorily disposed of by expressing to the Minister �t�~�i�r� regret 
that the Cotmcll had not been consulted. bef'orehsni. 

Mr. �O �~ �C�o�n�n�e �l�l� felt that t he Council should protest at being presented 
with a "fait accompli n. The whole purpose of tre Council Was to advise. 
He thought that the Minister could , �~ �e�s �p �i�t�e� the Social Welfare (Amend.n:ent) 
Act �~� have waited a month until the Counoil had been consulted.. He considered. 
that a pr otest should be made and. that it should be recorded in t he Council fS 
annual report. 

Dr. Ward said that he considered the Council should adopt the Chairman's 
suggestion" 

;Mr •• Barry 
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Mrs. Barrz and �~� ooncurred. 

Professor Cunningham said that the whole function of' the Council waS 
being turned into a "Rubber Stamp" �a�r�r�a�.�n�g�e�~�n�t� and be cons:1de_red that a protest 
should be made. I t would be better if no advice had been sought after the 
regulations had been made. 

Dr. Browne said that the Minister waS in the dilemma that w}')e;n be consulted. 
the Council he waS criticised and that if he did not he would also be subject 
to criticism. Tre Minister had determined that urgency necessita.ted the 
making of the Regulations without consulting the Council but be bad now 
srught their advice .. 

Mr. OQConnell said when the Council was set up it was envisaged that 
"urgent" regulations were to relate to outbreaks of' d iseases etc. which left 
hj,m no tiIie to consult the Council. The changes now made �~�r�e� far-reaching 
am would �1�a�~�t� iDiefinitely. He, agreed _ that the Minister had the pooer to make 
the Regulations �w�i�t�o�o�.�u�~� consl.!-lting �t�~�e� Council but the manner in which it was used 
was tre troubl,e. The Council had not been treated with respect and. they 
should �i�r�d�:�i�:�~�a�t�e� their �r�e�s�e�n�~�~�n�t� to t:re Y;inister .. 

Alderman �J�(�a�c�G�u�~�s�s� said that the ma:tter had been discussed f'or over an 
hour and he f'elt that t hey had spent su...+'ficient time on it .. 

Dr. Quinlan felt that the Council. should act on the Chairman's suggestion. 

Kiss Russell sa.id that if' the llinister bad the grace to express regret 
the Council should give him credit f or that" 

Mr. Kgrnihan said that he �d�~� not �b�~� the Minister for bringing in the 
ReguJ.ations urgently. -The Unions had been pressing f'or two years to have the 
income limit raised since rcan,y persons had lost entitlement to the services a.s 
a result of cost of' living wage increases .. 

Mr. Harrington said that he could not appreciate that the urgency of the 
introduction of ·t:re Regulations precluied the possibility of' consul,tation with 
the �C�O�L�U�l�c�~�.� 

The �~� �~�n�q�u�~�d �·� t l}e n if it would be ·agreed that the ltinister be told 
that the Council regretted very muoh that �t�~� Minister had not been in a 
position to consult them be:fore the Regulations were brought into operation. 

The Council. so agreed. 

The text of' the Regulations was tOen considered. 

Mr. 0 9Connell �~�i�d� that �~�h�e�~� was nettling in the Regulations which would 
�c�~�l� �.�h�e�~�t�h� authprities to �e�n�t�e�-�'�"�f�;�~�e�~�n�t�:�s� with voluntary' hospitals :for the 
provision of institutional service:s.1.1Z'J1ar the Actn It bad beep. totml reaenU;J: 
t.hat no f'ormal agreerrents had been entered into by a number of' health 
authorities. The lIinister had approved.. of' certain arrangen:ents but health 
authorities realised that the.se arrangements we:r;e �n�o�~� lega,lly bin:ling and in a 
number of . cases had actuall,y refused to pay-.the voluntary �~�o�s�p�i�~�a�l�s�.� He was 
:referring in particular to the Dublin ani Cork city health authorities& & felt 
that a.n:eming legislation should be introduced to ensure that the health 
&uthorlt:ies concerned entered into enforceable contracts with the voluntary 
hospitalsg 

IDr. Broor;e 
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Or .. BrCJWne asked it' the point raised by !;fr" O' Connell was in order as 
it related to the provisions of' the Health Act itself' and had no bearing on 
the Regulations be:fore tm Ccnm.cUe 

The Chairman said that he saw no objecti on to the matter being discussed. 

Dr .. McCarthy said that it had happened that where any dispute arose about 
an account -ror the treatment of' a patient sent by a health authority to a 
voluntary hospital. t he health authority had refused to pay. There was a 
Ifdeeming"arrangeJn9nt in Dublin which provided that where a person 
f'rau:iule_nt ly or by mistake �c�l�~� entitlement to free treatment the fublin 
CoIl'oration tmlertook to accept liability for the patient up to the date 
on which they"becan:e aware that the patient was not eligible. This agreeu.ent 
had been r epudiated by the Corporation on the plea that it was not 
statutorUy biniing on them. 

�~� said that he could not see. how this �d �i�~�s�i�o�n� was relevant 
�~�o� the oonsidera tien of the Regulations. He f elt that it was not right to 
criticise the Dublin ani Cork Health Authorities in the absence of' 
representatives from those �a�u�t�h�o�r�i�t�i�.�e�s�~� Some heal.th authorities had valid 
reaSons r ar not operating a "deeming" arrangerrent.. In his area, f'or example, 
the health authority had a goed hospital providing a wide range of' services 
and it Was seldom necessary to seni pat ients outside the county. Where a 
patient was brought to an extern institution in an emergency, however, tu! 
health authority always pay the cost of treatrrent .. 

Mr. O' Connell �~�i�d� that the position was satisfactory in most areas 
outside Dublin and Cork.. He felt that the Council should r ecommeni to �t�~� 
Minister that �~�a�l�t�h� author-itles be compelled to make proper agreenents 
with the voluntary hOSpitals for t he provision of institutional services. 

Mrs .. Ba.rr;y said that she was chai:noa.n of' a voluntary hospi t al in Cork 
which l'>.ad an agreement with the Cork Health Authority and. there was no cause 
f'or cClllplaint; about payment of accotmtso 

Mr. �O �~ �C�o�n�n�e�l�l� sa;d that if t he terms of this agreement were considered. 
by l C?gal expsrts they might f ind t hat it was not legally enforceable. Tl1e 
county health authorities are sati5f'aqtory but the larger areas had proved 
troublesOllJ!:'.. They had f'urnisbed many eXanq)l es to the Department of' Health. 
The Assistant City Manager in Dublin had told the Departtnent t hat the 
Corporation would not agree to �t�~� addi1;ion of an extra olinic to the 
approved list of psychiatric clinios unless it were to replace another clinic 
on t he list . The Corporation made it olear that money was t!'le only 
cons1deraticr.. which prompted treJJ!. t o make this decision .. 

Dr. �r�r�~� said that Mru �0 �1 �C �o�n�n�e �l�l �~ �s� statement was not Quite accurate. 
The pOS'ItI"OilWas tl-.at the Psychiatric Services as t hey existed were adequate and 
that the hasp i tal cono::rned Was endeavouring to make available a specialist 
clinic to employ a newly appointed �P�s�y�c�h�i�a�t�r�i�~�t�o� 

Mr" O' Conr..ell said. that the Psychiatrist in question had been appointed 
f'or ove.r two �y�e�a�r�s�~� The �~ �6�.�1�t�h� authorities were alive only to financial 
considerations and tr.e Departoent had indicated that they could not 
interfere" He felt that it was vital for tbe Counoil to advise t he Minister 
to take steps to enforce contractso 

Mrs .. Barr;r said. that she was amazed to bear that services envisaged in 
the l aws a."ld �r�e�g�u�1�a�t�i�o�n�~� were not maniatary upon the local health authorities. 

/Mi6 s Russe 11 
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Miss Ruasell said that she waS aware of a sjmUa,r attitu:le on the part of 
a health authority in the matter of a nursing appointment. 

�~� reiterated his view that the COlUlcil should not ma.lre definite 
criticism without hearing the v iewpoint o:f the Corporation. He said that he 
had to deal with two County Councils whose members cruld. at any tiD:e say to 
him that they were n9t prepared to provide the mo't'l!y on the grOUDis that the 
ratepayer could not af'fard it. If the Dublin City Manager did. not �g�e�~� the 
money be could not provide �.�t�~� service. 

Sir Anthony Esmonie said that , it was an obvious flaw in tte. legislation 
that a health authority could act in the manner described without the Minister 
having the �p�~�r� to intervene. 

Dr. Dunoe said. that it was unreasonable to expect that a health authority 
should be required to recognise any hospital, irrespective of' whether it had 
psych4.tric �s�~�r�v�i�c�e�a� or not. 

The Chairman said he thought that the IM.tter had been adequately disoussed 
tor the �t�~ �·�' �a�n�:�:�l� suggested. that lir. Q'Connell might give a notice of 
motion for consideration at the next meeting of the Council when they would be 
in possess ion of all tre facts. 

This waS agreed to. 

Tl'e �C�~�c�U� had no observations to make on Articles 1, 2 or 3 of the 
Regulations. 

Mr. O'Connell gbjecte4 to the provisions of �~�r�t�i�.�c �l�e� 4. in that it did not 
�~�n�v �i�s �a�g�e� any. differentiation :for the. various clal3ses. He oons1dered that 
legislation should be �~�t�r�c�d�u�o�e�d� arising out of the Court decision that 
fartrers with valuations exceeding £50 were eligible f"or too services if' they 
could prove their incora;: did nqt exceed . .moo. 
�~� said that this matter would have to be considered apart t'rQU the 

Regulations. He agreed, however, that there waS a :flaw in the Act which required 
oorrec.tion. 

Mr. 0 'Connell said that he thought aIJY Government would be slow to 
introouce legislation whioh might oause their downfall at an election. 

Dr. Browne said that if' that �~�r�e� accepted it WaS obviOUSly against the 
will of the people that such legislat ion would be introiuced. 

The Chairman said that re felt that t his matter also would. best be 
�c�o�n�s�i�c�l�e�r�e�d�.�~�t�h�e�r� meeting of the COuncil and suggested that Mr. OtConnell 
might give notice of _moticin f"or discussion at the next meeting. 

This WaS agreed to. 

The Chairman said. that he had often wondered what precisely was J:Ieant 
by "hardship oases". He was aware from personal experience that Dublin 
Corporation did not' cqnsider �~�o�n�e� a hardship case Unless the illness were �p�r�o �l�~� 

�~� said. tJ"lB.t it was, �o�b�v�i�o �u �~� that health authorities Imlst provide 
services for hardship Cases. He felt , however, t hat Regulations should not 
specify chargese These should be lef t to the discretion of t he health 
authority. 

/Dr. J.!cCarthy 
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Dr. McCartbjy said that in his experience it' llanagers were given discretion 
trey always charged the ma.xi.mwn.. 

�~� said t hat as far as he Vias aware 11anagers took a very reasonabl.e 
view in these cases and. accepted whatever the applicant could aff"ord to pay. 

�~� sa.:id that i f the Manager had discret i on to charge up to a certain 
maximu:m a few eases were boun:l to arise where the maximum charge was imposed 
without full regard to the applicant's circumstances. He felt that some 
n:easure of control was necessary. 

�~� said. that the services of Rcme Assistance Of'ficera were at the 
disposal. of Kanagers to make a full investigation of appliC8}lts I means. 

The CoWlcil had no observations to make on Articles 6 and 7 of tre 
Regulations. 

lo. MATERNITY AND CHIIJ) lIEAIJrH SERVICES (AMENllMENT) REGULATIONS. 1958. 

5. MEm'AL TimATMENr-(AMENDI!ENI') RrotJLATICWS. 1958._ 

�T�h�e �- �~�i�~� mlicated-'t hat aisqussio:ll on tre Beguiat10ns 1';Oul4 not be 
necessary as they were similar ill import to the termS of t he General 
InstHutloIlB:l �~� Specialist Services (Amenim:lnt) Regulations, 1958. 

This was agreed. 

6. 0YHllR BUSINESS . 

There were no matters r a.ised. 

7. DATE OF NEJ(T MEETING 

The next meeting of the Council was fixed for Friday, 20th :March, 1959, 
at 3.30 p.m. 

The meeting ended at 5.25 p.m. 



Confidential un-t;..;, conf'ime:i 

Milrutes of Meeting �~�l�d� at 30>30 p.m" on 
20th llaroh ? 1959 in the premises of' 

An Eo", Altranais. fublin. 

The me!liber-s p:resen-:; rrere -

E. S. O'Bc"aoir., {JaB. (Chairman) 
Dro> N.C" Browne �~� T.D. p 

Dro Do> Connoll y 
Proi'. J. CWlllingham 
"".ss A. W. Doherly 
<J·o Doberty, Esq. 
Dr. J. Dunne 
Sir Anthony EsmonreBart, T.D. 
�J�e�~�,� Esq. 
BI> Ge.lliven, Esq. 
Ko> E"errington.9 Esq. 
�U�~� Maolam, Esq. 
Dr. A. McCarlhy 
ALd. II. J . McGuinness 
M. �U�o�Y �l �l�i�h�a�.�r�~�$� Esqe 
D!'o> H. QuirJ.an 
Ser... P.J. 'I-eer...e..r.. 
Dr. i . C. Ware. 

Analogies for not at tending �'�~�'�e �r�e� received from Mrs. furry, Miss 
Russell, Mr .. �O�~�C�c�n�n�e�l�1� end Dr .. O'Rega..">"J.. 

The Chairr!l8.n on behalf' of the Council weloomed Miss Doherty to the 
�C�0 �W�1�0�~�- �-

1. I!IN'JTES OF PllEVIOOS MEETING 

The mir>...:1tes of the meeting held on 30th JanuaI'"J "..ere approved and signed .. 

2. CORRESPONDENCE 

The Secretary read a l etter fror:l Mr. O'Connell indicating t hat he was 
deferring the notioe ot: motion which he had indioated at the previous meeting 
that he would bring up at this meeting. 

The Seoretary read tr.P. following letter dated 13th March from the 
Department of' Health. 

1II am direoted by the Minister for Health to refer to 
your letter of' 15 Feabhra regard.ing the �R�e�~�l�a�t�i�o�n�s� made under 
the Health and Mental Treatment (Amendment) Act, 1958 and the 
extraot :from the draft minutes of' you·r Council's meeting on 30th 
January whioh aooompanied that letter. 

When the 5r)cial Wel£a:re Bill beoame law on 23rd December J 

1958, it was neoessazy tp..at it should be brought into e:rreot 
within the contribution year 1958 t he last week of' whieh oommenred 
on the 29th Deoember, if" �~�b�e�r�s� ot: persons who ,,<ere af:f'ected by 
that Bill were not to be deprived, for a period of s:ix montl-r..s of' 
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S0::dal. �W�3�l�:�f�a�r�e �-�' �~�n�e�f�i�t�e� t o whiah-"th'3Y wotii.Q. ha77 been. entitled 
by rsa.son of--earlier in.s-!.Irance" �:�~� �~� would not have been 
praoticable to have separate comzn.encement dates :E'er the two 
Aota es this would 'haw -i:l:riv l :F9d an -1lD,".'fO"t"kab1e retention of' 
ths (11d J9fi.nition !:If "inSlll"'&d persons" for health purposes 
only" ThA Mini ster was, ·the:ref'Ql'\;I" impelled t o t..he �d�e�~�1�. �s�i �o�n� 

to b!'ing both Acts into operati.on on the 29th Dec.embero He 
Tt8.8 aware tha-i; +.his meant tha:t he would ha.ve to malre the: 
necessa.ry an:xiTlary Health Regulations" as a matter of u, ..... �g�'�; �"�~ �· �·� 

before t...'hey were aonaidersd by your �C�o�u�n�~ �i�l �,� but the 
<J.i r;)Um8tanoes lef't him wii;h no a::i.ternative.. While he :r::-egrets 
this �d�e�p�a�r �~�;�u�:�c�"�S� from atandard. praot ice as h,,,,, has already 
explained to tne Council!) and whil e no �d�i�s �~ �O�"�l�1�r�<�h�s �y� to tr£: 
C<r..m.c..U ,leS i."l 'tend.edll be feels <that he should. point out that 
the Reg'.J.la.t..irms themselves .lllB.d.e no:rrore than mechanical 
alterations ;in the existing atat"·.l'bry irust:t."llment.s which were 
an inevitable sequel or the major decisi on which had to be 
takEn by the legislature in p8pd.ng the amending aClt " It 

The Chairman enquired whether there .ff:l ·':'E! E.ny oomment5 on the letter. 
F.e sai d that };le thought that it should satisfy thoss who objeoted to the 
procedure which the MiDister had adopted .. 

There were no comments .. 
The Seoretaxy then read tPe following letter dated 13th March, 1959, 

from the Depertment of Health. 

"I am. direoted by the Mix l-c...o. t6,:" f er fual th t o refer to 
the �C�o�u�n�~�l�s� discussions of 28t!l February and the 24th 
�O�c�t �o�b�e�r �~� �1�.�9�5�8 �~� and to the pa.x-(; of the Report of the 
Committee on Speoialist Senices dealing with psyohiatrio 
serrices. The Minis'eer has �n �o�~ �d� the news expres.eed in 
the Report and by the mem.bers of t he Counoil on the various 
aspeots of the::!e services �~� on. existing dBf'ici9ncies in them 
and on measures whi.oh might ·09 taken f or their �:�U�:�z�p�~�m�e�!�l�t�.� 

Considerable improwments pa:M;icularly as .'t"egards specialist 
out- patient services .for both adults and �c �h�i�1�d�.�r�e�n �~� the provision 
of specialised facilities and a, ... oommodatioIi. f'C'lr mental d.ef'eetives 
and measures for the relief of overJ.rowding iJ1 the mental 
hospitals have been made in :reoen'c yea:re" Othe!" improvements 
are being made at present and t he. entire field ot' mental r...ealth 
i s kept under continuous review so that /3"'j;0h additional 
�i�m�p�r�o�Y�e�~�n �t�8� as can �~�b�e� made in �. �:�~� �p�~�v�a�i�J�2�n�g� e')Onomi0 
ei rouma.tanoes will be pressed f orward wir-.J:. th; mi.:limum. .)f' delay. 

A number of atisting bodies are �0�0�!�l�0�e�~�d�.� ill a..Yl exe Q\i.ti:re 
or advisory capaoity with th9 �i�m�p�:�r�o�v�e�~�n �t� .J'f: t hese sern.oes", 
An Bord Altranais is O"..lrrently �i�n �t�; �r�o �d�u �~ �i�n�g� a �a�p�e �~�.�.�,�I �i�a�l� 

qualification :for lIUrses for the mentaD.y �h�a�n�d�i �"�, �.�a�p �~�d� and :UJ 
also" of eo'1.U"!3e, concerned with tm "treirJi..'l).g a.1:!.-i �q�'�:�:�.�;�.�a �~ �~�-�L�.�~ �.�;� �,�·�,�:�: �~�~�c�~ �:�:� 

of nurses in mental b )spitala!o The �N�a �~�j �. �;�) �n�a�: �.�~� �O�~�g�a�.�:�r�.�i �L �s�a�·�i�-�.�J�.�.�. �~�z�.�' �.� :ror 
Rehab:Uitation has repor...ed ir. rela't:u'D. t t.1"'f -tra.i;:l.i:n.g ana 
employment of mental def'e:;rt1:res" In a mora gene:rel wa.y f"n-o. 
Mi...uster has �r�e �~ �e�n�t�l�y� had the bene;f'i.t of �C�l�o�.�n�a �~ �l �l �t�a�t�i �o �n� with the 
resident toodical 3uperintenden-c.a of �d�i�s �i�;�r�i�~� mental hospitals 
at a �s�p�e�~�i�a�l� confe:renoe" For some years pa.s·' as part of a 
conti.n:ui.ng prooo/Ss members of the m3dieal �8 �· �~�B� of' the mental 
hospitals and of the Department are sent a"broad t o f'a.mi1iarise 
themselves with re!-'8nt dewlop:mentB i.n otb.e;::> 10000"mtri'?sc As the 
Ministe:ro has tile benefit ()'f' �a�.�d�v�i�~� from the 05pe'.-·ia! bodies re.ferred 
to and otMl" bodies whioh may be ;,:, .... :nr.J3r.ned with d..i.fferent aspects 
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and a,S 1a©k of knoviltod.ge as to what tha problems 
are u:;,t hold up the �i�m�p�r�o�V�f�'�-�- �,�,�< �~�~ �: �s� of' -the mental. health 
se-r e,j_ws -the- M:i:.Iri::ster does not cCI.-':,i,sl.d.er it ne'oo!3sary at 
pr.7sent t o set up a special 'Jonsultatiwe �O�-�o�u�n�~�i�l� on mental 
health or that there is need for the Counnil t o set up a 
COJ!IJlJ±t-tee-on this matter .. 

I am also to .refe r to your le-Gte r of 1 Eanair g 1959 f; 
GUi}lnsing an �e�x�t�r�a�c�t�f�r�Q�~�-�1�1�h�e� mirrutes of'the Councilts 
nEeting on 12th �D�e�o�e�m�b�e�i�o�~�8�n� tid.s Department �~� s l etter of: 19th 
November on the �C�o�t�m�c�i�l�~�s� re-port on the other specialist 
�8�e�r�t�i�.�o�e�s�~� The Mi.."lister having conaid.ered the -points made in 
this disc;,'Ussil1)" has asked me to �~�o�n�r�e�y� to your CO'U.o.'loil th$ 
following �' �;�! �i�e�w�~� �~� 

Paedi.atric Serri.ceso Health .?nthoriti es w:i.ll be reminded 
of the desirability of' arranging that where it appears at a Child 
Wel:rare Clinic or a Sohool Health Examination that a child is 
in need of speoialist paediatrio attention the oh.iJ..d wJ..ll be 
referred for such attention thrc·,;t:.>, the family 8.;otorQ 

Obstetrics and Gynaecology - The Minister regrets that 
financial considerations will preclude him from considering the 
proposals to increase the �d�a�:�i�~�y� rate of subven.'tion in :respeot 
of' eligibJ.e obstetric oases in materrdty home.s" 

Radiolog'!o As regards the -:> .. o:m.cil t s recommendation that the 
improvement of: the raCti.ological ser-..rices in the areas where there 
are waiting lists ahould be expedited the Minister has askec l;'f; t o 
assure the Council that he agrees that adeq'.late serrices should be 
made available in all areas as soon as possible" 

Ophthalmic Se!"Vioos" In lTie-;, �o�~� the Coun·:3il t 8 renewed 
reocmmendat:tons in fa'\iour of e, �~�e�:�:�>�i�a�l� centre for the treatment 
ot: G-la.ticoma. $ the Minister is N"",,,xaminirJog the present arrengments 
fer treatlng this condition and will give furthe:i." oonsideration 
t') the Caunoil' s recommendationlr �~� 

The Chairman enquired whether the member<.; had any '?ism "tCl offer on 
the conten-cs of' �~� letter" 

Yr .. Dohert.y said that despite wha-!: �;�,�: �J�:�c�.�i�s�t�e�r �· �;�; �0�:�~�:�t�e�n�d�s�d� in his 
letter �t�h�~� problem of mentally d.efe'2lti;re t}b.ild:ren W8.E ex'" �c�'�~�)�!�J�.�s�i�d�e�:�r�e�b�l�e� 

social and. medioal. siga:ificanoo ana merited. the m'"J3t de-:a:Ued 
consideration by the Nat1brtal Health Council" He said -that as a result 
of' discussions which he had With interested parlies he �w�a�~� appalled at the 
lack of acooilil1todation for the treatment of' su'(Jh r)hild:f8n i.Y1 this cmmi:;ry 
and. said that he f'elt that if meIll.ber's of' the Coull<)il were aware of the 
numbe!'s of mentally �d�e�f�e�e�t�i �~ �e� ohildren who W9!.'9 �b�a�~�k�M�v�n�; �.�3� j.n 
001.1l1t;::y d:istri0te they would be a.ppalled" 5:: poi:"J.t3d tha·( he was 
a menial ID).I'$a and that iD. t he fu.sti mtiol1 i'O. whi()h he Wo;.>:r,"ked he wa!:S 
aware of' 10 ohildreh of' �t�e�t�.�1�a�e�~� yea.rs who were m:ixing with �~� �a�d�u�l�t�~� 

�~�p�o�:�t�:�.�.�J�:�s�.� 
Sir �~�t �h �$�!�.�Y� Earnende sai d that �~�s� re00ilection was "chat a Par liamentary 

Question had been asked l'e?ently on this wbje81t" It had been admitted in 
the reply that it was ttu.a that there was an :'nadequate rome-er of beds. 
a1/'8.ilable for mentally defeotive children and that the waiting list was 
substantial" He ad.ded tbat in his own experienoe in private pre:}ti ce in 
the �p�a�~�t� -;;h$ .eecuri..tig ot acoommodation for- a mental def'eC'.t.ive was one 
cf the most d.i.f'"f'iol1.1t tasks �w�h�i�(�~�h� 'Jould <;;;cll:E:cont a general , praotitioner" 
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Hs :fe:5:: i;hat, trJ.s was parti :..1ularly so in the case of poorer families ... 
�;�~� chought that the reply in this �r�e �s�p �e�~�~� ',ra;: �~ �.� oa:re:f"oJ.lly and 
�e�x�( �~�e �:�:�. �:�;�.�e�n �: �c �:�y� -wM:mn one in tht1 oustoma.ry CiviJ.. Serd.ce style but that 
it was not ::iI!. kaepi..'1g r.ritil t..'1e £'acts... He invited Dro McCe.rthy as a 
�p�:�r�a�~�t�±�5�i�n�B�'� gsne.rel p;r6..;)titioner to gi:re his views. 

21:., McCa7--thy sald that he ooul.d add nothing to what had already been 
said so ex..-ellent ly by Mr ... <Dobarty.. . He added tr.at -the problem existed. 
in r..is own aree . which wes a small rural one and t hat it wst be 
wu,tipU ed ma....1'lY times �~ �.� larger areas... He thought that the letter which 
they hed. �r�e �o�o�i�~�.�.�.�.�e�d� d3..d no"c admit that there was a lAck of' accommodation 
o.nd. r-e enq'.ll:reo. whei;cJBr notr.:.ing could be done.. He i'elt t hat tre riatic-nal 
�H�e�a�:�~ �.�:�t �h� Cofltusi1. shO"..D.d :?orm a Sub-CO!mni:t:1;ee... He :felt that there was no 
0D.rtier t o �t�h�~� �f�' �o �r�m�.�:�i�.�.�:�~�g� �o�~� sllch a eommi ttee and he was surprised at "'Ghe 
suggestion :L.'1 the �M�:�i�l�l�i�s�t�e�r�~�s� le'tter thD.t t hey should !:'.ot do 50" 

Mro Harrington said that he agreed with the preY.i.ous speakers and 
that he t ook exception to t he suggestion on the �M�i�n�i�s�t�e�r�~� s part that 
they should not fom a Committee. He felt th'lt they would serve no 
useful purpose es an advisor"'J body if' they were restricted ill this way. 

The Chairman said that it was considered both by �D�~�.� �~�"�'�1�e� and. by 
D7'. Q!Dor.erl.y of' �U �. �C�~�D �.� with whom he (the Chairman) had disO'..lssed the 
mattezo t r..a.t it -.res necessary and desirable to have a Consultative 
Council on lSental Healt h set up .. 

Dro D'v.nne arrived at this stage and the Chairman su.m.marised for his 
benefi t what had already tra..'1.Spired and �r�e�q�u�e�~� views .. 

Dro Dur..ne said that he agreed that the problem was one of grave 
�u�r�g�e�n�~�o�n�s�i�d�.�e�r�e�d� that the consideration of' the matter should be 
1ddened to teka acootUlt ot: problem children with behaviour disorders, and 
neuroses. Tile mntal health service i n this respeot was, he said, somewhat 
baphazaX ... and such children usually were dealt with ai:; olinic;$ :for adult 
persons.. He instanced that he saw a good many .suoh children ai; his own 
oliniu LT]. Mercers Hospital.. Dro Dunn.e added that it sometimes became 
necessarJ t o have these ohild...-ren admitted to the Mental Hospitals lft-..ioh 
oatered in themaill:for adultsandthatthisoreateddif.f.iO"..Ilties :Cor 
the hospitals who tV8re not geared to provide the educati"n whi::;h was a 
necessa:oy adjunot to the treatment of" suoh children .. 

D-.... "' .. Ward said. that i t Beemed to hi.o ";0 '.;e iuj 'l di0iO"!la ( }::l iiho �p�a�r�' �~� 

of' the Council to press :Cor the incu:::ring of expend.tt"'-'.!'e �~� the �p�r�o �~ �'�i �s�i �o�n� 

of additional accommodation having regard. to ti'.e tact -:;b.at i .he Minister 
has �i�n�d�i �~�.�a �t�e�d� that. [;J.oney -was not availableo He said t!>..at he did net 
wish to be tc interpreted as indicati.ng that the �i�5�u �g�g�e �s�t�!�.�o�£�.�~� :;naful by 

tbe pre 'I1:i.:Due speakers had no merit.. The :f'aot was t hat there was a shol"-tagc 
of i:loney and. that when there �~�'�8�.�s� such a short...age no matte:":,, how �u�.�=�'�?�g�.�.�~ �:�:�. �{�;� "'" 
problem was there was no hope of its being broughi; tc ':'H)rrs:let:"!..0ll.. :fie did 
not cOD.si der ·i;;hat �t�.�.�~� Mi.u.ister would rega::'d them as �r�e�~ �. �p �l�;�l�l�s�~�b�l�e� �~ �;�)�p �2�.�t�:� if 
they persis+..ed in urging on him something f or whi ch he had i..'1dicated he had 
not gv,t �t�~� IDvnsy .. T'ney I!lU stapp:r.eoiate the :f"inallcial dif'fiQ"'..Lb:,j.e2 with 
wh:ic>.D. the Mi..>J.istsZ' had to oontend. He agreed that t'a.:tlur-e t o cbtain 
aocommodation :for a mentally defective child was an u:t'g"3:nt and distressill8 
�p�~�b�1�e�m�o� ne felt however that the numbers j .T\ snoh area woul d not be large 

and his suggestion was 'that the Council might consider methods of obtaining 
a short- tam solution to the problem .. 

D-.... " McCarthy aa.id t..lut he was' not �S �i�.�.�:�. �r �.�~� "·he't;her �D�"�r�~� Ward had misunderstood 
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ne GO'tll dno'c agree-rl"ti:l --lrlm -that -there were not many 
,....,""' ·E)'peC )hild.,.""'en. in ewery area", & felt that it was a problem 

saidU,.a:t he fel t that -to deal, with thevacio-us types of' 
,=:::.-==---=c ___ , the s'tatement under '30nsJ..deration would be a huge 

t;r.at he had interpreted. Mr" Doherty as makL"l.g a 
);"Sspect cf the mentally d.ef'eotive drl..1dren", 

�G�"�, �; �~ �· �;�~�~ �~�~�:�;�t�.�a�s�a�~�!�~�i�:�t�~�!�:�n�:�~� �~�~�~�~�~�~�!�n�!�:�l� �S�:�:�!�~�;�;�;�d�~�~�~�~� 01: 
It seemea f"...b.a t t he eoonomy of' this country was now showing 

should -prepare for better days when mer.,", could 
se!"lTiooo 

Mf2. MCYf'.i ]:,an said that in his view finaneial t:.onsid.era tions should 
not �p�7�.�~ �: �r�v�-�e�n�"�t� the Council i'rom pressing -their suggestions fo r a review o-r 
th8 mental healt h services.. The problem of mental de:fecti-qe children 
wa2 a very serious one and there was no doubt that present 'faoilities 
17erB groe:sly ir..adequat e<> H3 said that in c,oDsideri.ng this problem 
af;'(';cuur; ha.a tc be taksn of hT.:.ilnan su:f"fering and inconvenienQ6 caused to 
�p�a�:�r�e �n�t�2�~� �M�'�)�~�h� of' this oould be avoided if" proper tra.:i.rJ.ing were made 
a'1ailai:;:i.E i .. 'l the early years of' cr.ildhood so that these ohild...""en could 
be �:�:�;�: �h�a�n�n�e �I�1 �~�a� ) . .1:1:0 usef'r.Jl employment.. Be considered that Ireland was 
the lea=.t prcg!.'e1'!5i.ve Gauntry in Europe in this regard.., and said that 
in hid; opirdon that �i�i�~� thes€rvices were organised on a regional basis 
�t�h�~� fi!!Anci al impaot would not fall too he �_�'�.�7�·�~� .. ly on any particular area" 
L'-,. r-..is 71ew t.he provision of proper treatment a.rd training for mental 
d.eI"'eGt::i:;res and their p1a.0ing in use:B-.D. empl.oyment should be aimed at 
�i �. �T�T�e�S�p�e�G�t�i�~�,�r �e� of �i�'�i�r�~�a�n �o �i�.�a�l� considerationso 

M:r'o Fl-vr.:!l thought t}1..a.t money was not so restricted that they could 
us:,: i -t 0.$ an eXO''.l;::e for fa.iling to help their fellow citizenso Be said 
that; i.u C-ionmsl Mental Hospital accommodation was ''?er" limited and that 
in fa·z,i tr...is hospi -Gal was one of the least overcrowded of the local mental 
hc,spi talso 

�"�"�,�:�"�"�-�:�:�~�,�:�,�:�,�,�,�:�,�,� �~�a�i �d� that he felt that a. Commission would be of' 

whether by :re-organising the me:n:ba.l hospitals 
nDt :)€: prortd.ed for f' <,T18 mentall.y handi.:;ap:peo. ohildren" 

out that not e".ren one nUT-se haa. been t rained 
l1araing of" the �m�e�n�t�a�J�.�~�y� r.andieappc:.la." .An �e�r�i�e�~�s �i �o�n� 

c.t: ";: i:18 aocoommoiiation �a�~�.�.�.�-�a�i�1�a�· �o�l�e� would be1lonsidered neGessa.:')" t o +':-'-s;,::-, 

�.�~�,�?�:�:�,�,�~�~�~�~�~�~�s�a�~�t�:�:�!�i�:�:�~ �S� �a�;�O�;�~�$�:�:� �c�~�~�:�a�!�;�:�g� �t�~�!�e� �~�;�:�~�~�:�~�s� 
trai..'lu;:1g ;','ourse fo!' suoh mtraes" 

F..:? &0.1-(1 that he ,thought the. t the CO<.Uloil could press <j;heir point 
�; �:�~�. �6�'�:�'�i �'� .. 'i..£1 ';';"'1t; . �.�:�t�~ �g�i�r �t� of 'the n ews expressed by the �m�e�m�b�~ �,�r�E�o�- The 

�l�!�!�l�l�)�~�e�"�"�c�(�"�a�"�,�,�(�m� ef rB \}ommendations made would be ow;side the s<.."tope of' 
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�D�:�r�~�,� Lrowt!6 ,$8-iet 'Ghat; he wished to clar.if y a point of proced.ure.. He 
�·�; �f �l�l�'�)�1�J�. �g�:�r�r�i �~�~ �'�E�f�l�a �·�1�;�~�:�'�~ �l�1�A� Nati onal Health Counct l f " '\; j d not be restricted by 
�~�:�:�L�'�.�~�)�.�'�.�w�" �i�a�1�.� li ini,ta'sio:ns in it;s consideration o:J:.' health matters" The Council 
hacl ();,;(:,.). se'.; up of' la.y and proi'essionel members mlcl it was entitled to 
�'�3�:�~ �· �J�\�?�'�-�)�.�:�n�. �"�'�,� f' ides.d.,6ce t o the Minister vd t h,)ut ref'erence to financial 
':()l.,Bi ierations 0 It would in any case he said be impossible for the 
C:·,)uE,:;i:.i. to adapt; their advioe to financial considerations when they had 
ne :kn,owlsdg,-., of.> t he lmdgetary matter s whioh was in fact avail able only 
-t;,) the ktLn:L3ie:l':"" It appeal--ed to him that to set up a Commission W 'U,' ." 

j ·';';i::'OgJ:'8.G.e :step and was a device used by Ministers on other occasions 
t o �'�l�:�~�<�~�~�~�' �3�'�'�[�a�s�i� lre �£�v �~ �t �: �i�c�~ �n �. �o� 

1'he Chair man said 1;l1at he thought tb8,t t he Minister shoul d be <).sked 
7;0 �n�)�:�:�;�'�r�:�l�~�i�7�t �~�;�:�;�t �h �e� :CP(loJm1J.e:cdat ions of the Council in the li ght of the 
�I�'�r �{ �.�~�s�e�n�{� ±i.s,,:.l.u3sio.v. of' t he Council with a view to establishing immediately 
a Cor;.sultatJ;vB Counci l whose terms of referenc.e would refer particularly 
t o the questions of mentally defective and maladjusted �( �~ �h�i�l�d�r�e�n �"� The 
Gha:i.nnaL ' :5 suggestion was accepted .. 

�§�: �:�h�!�~ �1 �0 �n�'�y� Esmon&said that the Ministerq s reply had i mplied that 
ihe sug€,,--es"tJ..on put :forward by the Council would involve more expenditure 
0: .... the part of t he Stateo Hi.s recollection of the discussion was that 
the idea woul d be to permit people to go into nursing homes would. would not 
nor mally do so t hereby :releasing overl.a.xed a©commodation in l ocal authority 
insti,tut:ions.. If this were the case he �0 �0 �u�.�~�u� see little point in the 
Mini �s �t�e �r�~� s reply .. 

�~�l�E �.�?� �~�M�o�Y�!�h�i�h�a�:�n� said that in many areas the local authori ty hospitals had 
110 a::-·eom:modat.ion for maternity cases" I n these areas people v/ere forced to 
go :tJ:1tc' t b,l.'?; nt'i r si:o.g homes and the request made by the Health Council was 
�i�:�J�,�~�.�l�'�i�:� ths �2 �, �U�'�~�)�" �J �'�{�,�m�t�i �o�n� �~�(�,�o� thes;:; homes should be in::.reased so as to lessen the 
h d.rd . .e)1 OIl ,;5Uch people n 

ThE: Chai:l:man said that he thought that the position at i ssue, as raised 
at �t�h �~� meet:L'1g of the National Health Counoil in �D�e �c �e�m�b �e�r�~� arose from the 
'1118!"tiol1. of' t he patients right of choioe of doctor& 

�~ �r�o�. �J�Y �a�,�r �Q� said that prospective mothers had a stat utory right to a free 
eho:it;;e ef doo'l::or.. For one reason or another this right was not really 
ava.ilable to t hem inso:far as the poo:re::' �'�~�; �:�'�;� ?S were �( �) �o�n �(�~�e �:�r�.�:�n�e�d� and a big 
p:r'oporti on of" t hem require insti tutio:nal t reatment usually because of home 
l.'o:n.dj.tions rather than the neoessity fo r any spe·:;.iali.sed t reatmento 
Consequent ly the expectant mother' was prepared to go :i nto any i 'rJ.sti tution 
pl"c;.richd. she coul d exercise her right to have the doc;tor of �~�1�. �e �r� ohoice. 
It seemed to him iha'c it would cost more to maintai.n a patien t: ill a local 
�, �:�t �u �: �U�:�. �I�.�o�:�.�~�:�:�;�:�t�:�y� hospital than to make a rea.sonable sub"7ention t o a mater:ni'r;y home. 
I :;7 ·chi.c: c<Jnt8nti on were correot the question 'Di' an addi'tic'nal expeL:., ":, .·,') 
,L a IF:t a:r.·:isc and he. f elt that the Min.is'ter had been :'J.:i.- ?·l":-ised l..:n t he 
�~�L�c �:�:�;�' �,�~ �:�: �,�,�'�o �v� H'D on th8 other hand, it could be shown tha(; an :i.!l :..lreased subvention 
'::; ,) �~ �r�: �h�e �S �i�~� home.:. would involve addi tional expenditure on centr al or JOGal f'unds 
{le Vl (l 'J.:J .. ,(l be prel)ared to accept �~ �t�h�e� MiniaterIJ s statemento 

Mh_f'lY1ll1. said that he felt that there would be an extra demand on the 
rt1. ;:"':pc;,Y'H 'S and the ta}.."Payer if the �s�u�g�g�e�s �.�!�~ �i �o�i�.� ware adoptedo In �T�:�i�.�p�p�e�r�a�~�J�L �t�J �' �R�.�)� 
t o:i" >3xample IJ £3,,000 was prorqided for payment towards the treatment of cases 
�i �r�. �~� �m�a�·�i�:�;�? �r�.�D�,�:�'�l�. �~�~�y� hom'9!:3 o The mat-emity cases who entered sUf,h hom83 1:1 t nd se 
8.: .... 

y
:t'2· S we:re .1.11 his experience mainly from the middle �i�n �(�~�o�m�e� group" If an 
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i:o;::ore/lse is gran-ted in respect of" the l ower inoome group he could see 
t he �~ �, �O�O�O� 1Vh:i'ch was provided being inlJreased to £4.,000 or £5,000, in 
sd:di tion -to the amounts already being paid -to the do'ctOrBD He added that 
ttl':;:!'& wasnnother-objection to the proposal in that ·'the docto'rS -who"lre-re 
in_ ree.l±ty- Msponsib1e -for ,· the -exer3ise 'o'f ahoi:oe "on'"'the partof'the patient 
and the consequential expenditure of �p�u�b�l�i �~� money were not amrnerable to 
enybndy'"for sucb--expenditttre.. He said that Le :f'el.t that -they should be. He 
f';xi7cher l'ointe'd 'out t hat dispensary patients had had no choice of' doctor 
�~ �o�r�'� meny-years .. �~� continued to the effect that-the fact that pet.i ents 
ware- diverted from local. aut hority haspi tals to matern:i:-ty hone-s did not 
represent a "SB.7ing of.' the complete per capita cost of"maintaining a patient. 
Certain overheads remained to be met., He instanced he'ating, lighting and 
medical ser'l1iceso lE pointed out that in Tipperery they }I.ad pl.enty of 
!"";;i ;:::I'l"n:i:ty -bed.:;! and they had no necessity �~�o�r� availing of maternity homes. 

Professor Cunningham said that he was in agreement with the views 
expressed by Dr. Ward but he felt that the Council would need SOIOO figures 
to ·ena.ble them to deoide whether they· couJ.ct refute the Minister's sta.temnt 
regarding the increased cost involved in raising the subventions to 
matemlty--homes. In particular they would need to mow the number of 
patients involved and the actual cost of treatment in local aut hority 
hospi tals.. In Dublin maternity hospitals -the cost of maintaining �p�a�t�i�e�n�t�~� 
i s about .&2 a day. 

�~� said that in his area it costs from �2�0�/ �~� to 26/- a day to 
maintain a person in a local authority hospital.. If' the subvention to 
nursing homes were �i�n�c�r�e�a�~�e�d� to say about £7 a week, tl'>..is increase woul d 
he.ve to apply to all eligible classes as well as the lower inco!ll9 group. 
This would mean subsidisil'l8 people who oould well afford to pay t r.e 
maternity home oharges.. He agreed bowever that the more babi es born in 
hospitals and maternity homes the better .. 

Dr .. McCarthv said that the Counoil's recommendation was related only 
t o the l ower income group. 

The Chairman said that if the subvention were increased more people 
w uld avail of nursing homes and this wou1.d undoubtedly :involve increased 
expendi t'.lre. 

Sir Anthonv Esmonde said that one of �·�~ �h �.�;�:�- health authority administrators 
great obj ections was that the people would ohoose maternity hoIilErs rather 
t han their hospitals .. 

�~� said that people would be diverted from local authority 
hospital s only for a time but t he position would eventually be restored. 
The choice ot: hospitals sa against. nursin,g homes' largely depended on local 
O:.lstolll .. 

Dr .. Ward said that �~�o�p�l�e� in the lower income group had nl:) optioJ::.. 
but t o go tc maternity hotres since the gene reI practitioners attendi.ng them 
m :-:."e net permitted to do so in the l ocal authority hospitals.. He added that 
the extx&urdinary thing about the situation was that certain local 
au+..borit ies due to overcrowding were pressing the Minister to incur eapi tal 
expenditure in the extension of their hospitals.. This m.ight not be so of 
oourse in:; Tipperary but he knew it to be the case in oertain areas of whioh 
ha had experience .. 

�~� said that in Tipperary they were in_ the fortunate position 
of having four �b�e�d�~� per thousand of the population .. 
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Dr .. �' �M�c �~� sa"id that eveT"J medical praotitioner had at .some -time 
er an..:;i;her ·t-h9 experienoe 'of hospitals indicating to -him tMt he should not 
seM in patien:ts before eonfinning t..lJa.t the;:e was a bed available", FE 
sa,±d thai; this b..ad happened to him a number of times ill the past-few years. 

Mro �M�a �,�~ �k�e�n� sa'id that he was aVlSre ' t}-£ -l thel"'9 was a certain shortage 
of" maternity beds :1-'1 the �~�d�.�l�a�.�n�d�s �.�.� This dHt not appl y to other parts of' 
the cmm.izy" howaverg and he 1crJ.ew that t here was no suoh s-hortage in Clare 
and Li.mer.i.ok.. In t he oourse of enquiry he had made in the matter of ".:.he 
staffing of' the Regional �H�o�s�p�i�t�a�l �~� Galway he had found that there was no 
shortage of' beds thereo The same applied to Corko In his opinion, therefore, 
any deeision to inorease the subvention to maternity homes would react 
,t..-'1favourebly on local autb.orit ies as -many patients woul d be.; channelled into 
these homes and th:i.s 7tould raise the average oosts of maintaining l ocal 
authori ty hosp±+.also No one had an OVi:;::.."S.ll picture ol"the position t hroughout 
the countzy as a whole except the Mi.ni ste!" a,nd he coul.d well understand the 
Mini ster �c�o�n�c�~�u�d�i�n�g� t hat it would be a "seriQUS matter for regional maternity 
hospitals if' patien"ts were channelled into private maternity homesa The 
Minister would find it diff icult to �i�n�t�r�o�d�u�~� arrangements whereby holders 
o£-.medical cards would be entitled to avail o£ semees not" open to the 
middle inOOIOO group. :& added t hat there: t>"l. d been an increased demand for 
medical cards and local authorities were �i�' �~ �,�:�:�l�d �i�n�g� it hB.rd to ksep the 
situati on in this respeot within reasonable -"l i mits. 

�~� agreed with what Mr .. At\qken had said and he sai d that he 
"ri sbed to point out that in Tipperar;[1fuere there were 51 maternity beds 
for a population of 70,,000 peOple there was a number of mat..ernity homes 
and in Tippers.ry North Riding where there �~�r�e� only 20 maternity bedt> f or 
a population of 50,000 there '",as only' one maternity �h�o�m�e�~� 

Dr. McCar'hhy pointed out that every dispensary medical officer in East 
Galway was forbidden to send pati ents to t..,lle Regional Hospital and had tc 
send them into the Porti uncula Hospital at �B�e�.�l�l�i�n�a�s �l �~� • . 

Yro Macken said t hat he was aware of this bat that this was a matter 
of �o�o �~�.�f�'�o�r� �t�.�.�~�e� administre.t ion of the aerrices, ana. of making: use of 
the services w;'.ich were already atrailablefl' 

Dr" McCarthy said that be did not �t �h�.�:�L�~� that �~�h�a �i�;� was t.,l]e reason but 
that it was oheaper fioom the health authority point of view to channel patients 
into the voluntary hospitalso 

�~� said it was quite natural for a. 1e'Oal authorl t-j to make an 
arrangement with'vol.unta..ry hospitals who had. beds to �s�p�a�.�r�~�o� It would cost 
more money to provide t hese beds looallyo 

The Chairman sai d that he thought tba'\; the diS')u3sion had �g�o�~� a long 
way away from the point at issue. He agreed with t he Managers tha.'t l"""i"! .... �~�Y�; �g� 

a patient f"rom l ocal authority hcspita.1.s ·co nursing homes wO'.lld not sa.>?; the 
entire per oapi ta �c�o �s �t�~� On the other hand he �c�o�n�.�s�i�d�3 �;�~ �a� �-�t�r�.�.�a�·�~� the patient 

was legally entitled to a choice of doctor and said tr.IAt if ' tre dor.;t or could 
not provide treatment for he:r ir.. the local authority hospital she was being 
depri;red of that' choice. He felt that the solui:icm which bad been suggested 
to the Minister was in fact the best solution £r om the viE!"...pOint of' the lower 
inoome group.. This matter he said had been raised at prertoU3 Councils and 
pre7ious meetings of the present Cor.moil and he f elt that wit hout doubt the 
Minisiez- woul.d be hear'-ng more on this po:L",t at Bome f't:l'ture Councils .'\ 
lmt,ll i:.h!I matter had baen 1"9aolvecL, 
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Raiti:01:ogr'and OphtbaJ.mj;C' Se;rv1COB 

The Chairman said · that he -fel.t -that the Mini.ster had met them frdr ly 
in the matter of their observations on therediolog:l.Ml and ophthalmio 
specialist services • 

. 3. DRAFT (IF INFECTIOUS DISEASES (AlA!:NllIIEN'r) I!EGULATIONS 

The Chai-rman said"t.ha.t Dr. O:Re-gan (who--was absent �t�h�~� i1ln.ess) 
had asked that the Council -grant him the favour o£' l1eferri:n8 �c�c�n�:�~�i�d�e�r�a�.�t �i�o �n� 

of these Regulations until the next me-eting.. He understood thai:; the 
Department would have no objection to t his. I t ,,-as agreed to postp::.ne 
corud:deI'a"'Cion -0'£" this dreft .. 

4 . FOOD JlYG.IENE �( �~�,�!�, �O�!�E�N�T�)� REGULATIONS. 

The Council had no observations to offer on these Regul.a.tion.e. 

5. PREPARATION OF ANNUAL REPORT 

The following rembera of �t�.�. �~� Counoil were appointed to a Committee 
to consider and. submit t o the Council t he report which would be prepared 
by the Secretary: 

the Chairman" Miss Doherty" Mr. Doberty" Mr. Fly-nn, 
Mr" M9.oken,9 Dr. MacCarthy and Mr .. O'Connell. 

It was arranged that this Committee Tdll meet on the 16th April , 1959 
at 7.30 p . m." and the Report as passed by them will be circulated to the 
members o£ the Counoil f or approval. 

6. OTHER BUSINESS 

There was no other business raised. 

7. DATE (IF' NEXT MEETING 

The next �J�"�'�J�9 �~�t�i�n�g� o£ the Council. was fixed for :Friday 1st May, 1959 
at 3.30 p.ro. 

The meeting ended at 4 .. 50 p .. m. 

�~ �.� 
(s/5'/' 



NATIONAL HEALTH COUNCIL 

NI::Tu'rE5 OF r.EETING HELD AT 3$30 Pe m" ON 1st MAY , 1959 IN THE PREmSES OF AN 
BORD ALTRlu1AIS. DUBLIN. 

The t:lembers prese-nt 'Were �~� 

E"S. 0 Braoin (Uag .. ), Chairman; 
�H�r�~�o� Tom Barry; 
Dro �N �" �C �~� Browne, TqD .. , 
Dr. DoN. Connoll y; 
�P �r�o�f�e�s �~�o�r� J "F" CunninghamJ 
Miss A • .J" Doherty; 
J" �D�o�h�e �r�' �;�:�,�y�~� Esq., 
Dr .. J .. Donne; 
JoP. Flyrm., Esq.; 
Dr . J .C. MeFeell ; 
Alderman M. J .. McGuinne:ss; 
Mr. T.C .. J . OfConnell; 
Dr . J.B. OtBegan; 
Dr . H. Quinlan; 
Miss K.F .. Russell; 
Dr .. J "F .. Shanley; 
Senator P .. J .. Teehan; 
Dr .. F .. C .. Ward .. 

MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING. 

The ChairmAA said that the f olloving amendments had been suggest ed t,') the 
minutes of the meeting of the Council held on the 20th March: 

Page 3, line 45.. "Mixing wi t h in.sane adultsH to be emended t o X"asd 
"Mixing with adult ment al pat ients ft. 

Page 6. line 4{o nIn Tipperary for example" to be amended to read 
nIn Tipperary N.R. ) f or example". 

Page 8. line 24.. "In Tipperary where there were 51 me.ter nity bede" to be 
amended to read DIo Tipper ary (S.R.) where there were 51 maternity bedslf .. 

The minutes as eo amended were approved and :Jigned. 

ELECTION OF CllAIRMAN AND VICE-CHAIBMAN . 

Mr. 01Connell proposed that Mr. 0 Braoin, the present Chairman, ehould 
be re-elected. Be said t hat Mr. Q1Bre.oin had been an excellent Chairman of the 
Council and had managed to please all intereo!!to!! on the C'oUncil in performing hi.! 
functions.. Be had grea.t pleasure in nominating Mr. Q Braoin f or the coming 
year. 

�~� seconded }ho " Q'Connell ' s proposel. 

Hr, 0 Braoin was re-elected Chairman unanimouely and with acclamation. 

�~�r�a�o�i�n� expressed his appreciation of his election and said t hat he 
'Would continue to 'do his best to give o!!atisfa.etion to the members in his Cha.i.rman­
ship of the Council.' 

Dr. 9uinlan Mid it gave him pleasure t o prolX'se the re-election of Mr. 
01Gonnell as �V �i�c �~�h�e�i �r �m�a�n�;� Professor Cunnlngham seconded. Mr. O'Conne11 was 
elected Wlanimouely and .. i th acclamation. 

/ CO!lRESPONDENCE 
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CORllESFIlNDENCE 

The Secret ary read the following l etter from the Department of Heal th:-

17 Aibrean, 1959. 

A Chara, 

I am directed by the Minister for Health to inf orm 
you that he has appointed Dr" J .P. Shanley, 17, MerrioD 
Square, Dublin to be a member of the National Health 
Council for the period ending on 31st March, 1960. Dr .. 
Shanley has been informed that you "'lll let him knoW' the 
date of the next meeting of this Council. 

Mise, le mealS, 

K.U . Connolly. 

An RUnai , 
An Comhairle Shlainte NauiUn"ta. 

The Chtirma::l welcomed Dr. �~�a�.�'�1�l�.�e�y� to the Council. Dr .. Shanley had been_4 
nember of a �p �r�~�v�i�o�u�l�!�i�I� Council anftnSad no doubt that the Council \oOuld benefit from 
M.:! abilit y e.!1d his experience. 

Dr .. _ Shanl'iU:: returning thank", l!laid he would endeavour to assist the Council 
in every way ha eould. 

INFECTIOUS �D�I�S�~�&�s� ( AMENDHEUT) REGUI br-IONS . 

The O'b..a.irma."l. said that cOlleideration of �t�.�~ �i�s� item had been poetp::med to 
this meeting at "the �r�e�q�u�e�~ �t� of Dr. btRegail .. 

�D�r�~� O'Regan :!laid he was indebted to the Council f or facilitating him i n this 
matter as he va:l moet· anxious that they should have his views �b �e �.�f�,�'�o �~�r�e �_� �C�B�I�'�~�i�n�g� to 
the ohanges �p�r�o�p�o�~�e�d� by the Department.. He and those of hie coll eagues whom 
he had consulted in the matter r egarded this �a�~� a very iroportant question. Under 
the exi sting Regulations no rag! or used clothing can be i mported inw this 
country vi t hout being disinfected. If these articles are accompanied by a 
certificate to the effect that t.l].ey have beAn disinfected they can be imported 
through any port in the State from Great BritBi'1 or Northern Ireland. I f the 
goods are not a.ocompanied by a cert i f icate they -tUst be br(\ught through certain 
recognised ports .. At present it is the duty of Uf fic ers of Customs and Excise 
to inter cept these a.rticles. I f the Customs Off icer is satisfied r egarding the 
certificat e of di:linfection he may allow the goods to be cleared and, if not, hf' 
must report t he matter t o t he Port Medical Officer.. I f' the Part !J;.edical Offi cer 
is not :.atisf'ied he may still allow the goods in after' being disinfected by the 
Cor poration by ISteam or, if steam wot.:.ld prove harmful, by formalin. 

Vow the Department of Health are considering falling into line with other 
eountriee who have r elaxed these requirements c He and his colleagues h!.d 
discus5ed tf...e matter wi th officers of the Department and they had been told that 
the Dutch �~�I�l�n�i �s �t�e�r� had objected to discrimination by thie cOWltry, against 
countries other than Great Britain and Northern Ireland. The Port Nedice1 
Officer of Dublin had been in Holland and made it clear that this country was quite 
satisfi ed t o eccept consignments of used clothing fr om. Amsterdan if acco;:npanied by 
a certificate of di.sinfectiono He hinself when he had bGen b Engla11d had dis-

/o"" .. d 



�c �u�~�s�e�d� the matter .... 'ith the Port Medical Officer i n Bri:stol, vhere conei grunent!. 
of �u�~�e�d� cl othing ar e handled from all over the vorld. 

He had also discussed the matter with Prof essor Semple in England ar..6. 
both these men ;.ter'e agreed that it was desirable t o r etai..n the requirement.e 
r egarding disinf'ec tion" 

The Department of Health had made enql iri es from th.e British Minhtry of 
Health and had been to:Ld t hat it was not proposed to alter the present practice 
i n Bri t ain" At a rr:eetillg of the Association of Port Health Authorities held 
i n Apri l wo eminent doctors i ndicated their anxiety and the anxiety of t heir 
colleagues r egarding the r e;:axation of this control over used clcthing, end 
said that t hey had made r ;"l presentations to the Ministry of Health to reintroduce 
the disinfection requiremc!'!t " He could make a copy oil' the minutes of this 
meeting available to "the Departnent if' de:!'ired. Under the existing Reguletionl5 
the British Hinistry of Healt h have no pover to require �d�i�~�i�n�:�f�' �e�:�:�:�t�i�o�D�. �.� In his 
opini on i t would be a r oolish and a retrograde step for �t�h�i�~� CO!L'":!try to adopt 
the �~�a�m�e� Regulations as they now have in England. The proposed change would 
deprive t he Port Medical Officer of �~�B�. �v�i�n�g� any first-hand knovledge of 
importati ons of used clothi ngo Only by chance could he then diMover such 
importations and then he would only have power to ask for documents or 
�i �n�f�o�r�m�a�t�i�o�n�~� The only information which the importer has is that there �i�~� a 
consignment of U!led clothing and the Port Medical Offi cer '\!C uld ha:ve no paveI' 
to do anything under t he ne", Regulations. , 

It might be contended that �A�r�t�i�c�l�e �~� 13 and 18 of the Infectious Di sease:'! 
Regulati ons would be adequate to meet the needs of the �~�i�t�u�.�e�t�i�o�n�.� �.�i�i�.�r�"�i �c �~�i�.�~� 1-.3 
doe3 not of �c�o�u�r�~�e� apply except in the cal!le of infectious di!eaSe5 �a�r�i�~ �i�r�. �g� i :o 
t he medical offi cer' s own district and for the application of Article 18 it 
'Would be necessary in the first place to prove contact with an j.nfrlctiou8 
diMa3e or that the materials had come from an area in which there �w�a�~� a serioll:5 
outbreak. To prove this it might be necessary in such �a�i�r�(�m�D�~�t�a �r�.�.�.�c�9 �s� to bX'ing a 
wi tnees from the country concer ned .. 

He had discussed the matter with the Legal Adviser to the Dubl in Corporati or:. 
who vas of opinion t ha.t the effect of the draft Regulations would be to permit 
of r ag:!! and secondhe.n.d clothing being brought into t ide country without let or 
hindrance. 

The f ollowing categori es of materials were �i�n�v�o�l�v�e�d�~�-

(1) Processed rags used as 'Wipers for oU and greaeeo These are 
generally muslin covers on /!!heep carcases imported into Great Br! tain, 
fr om New Zealand" 

(2) Soiled secondhand cloths not processed and used in garages and 
machinery plant •• 

(3) Seeondhand clothing i mported for conversion inte yarn for making a 
cloth mown as shoddy. This generally consieted of good q.l ali ty 
knitted wear" Occasionally, hmteverp underwear obtained from 
ineti tut-i.ons for old people 'Were also i ncluded in the i mports under this 

(4) �~�~�~�d�-�h�a�n�d� clothi ng f or wear. 
It was hard to prove that W!led clothes carried smallpox but other diseases 

such ae typ!::tus$l poli omyelitis, -dy:sentery and salmonella infection vere ccncerned. 
The difficult y 'Was that one could not always kno,", 'Where secondhand clothing came 
from.. Some of it he was aware lIould be imported from a., far away as Singapore 

land 
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�a�~ �'� as -Bri �t�i�~ �h� Arlny _ �~�u�r�p�l�U�:�!�I� _vu bought by the importers no one 'W'ould know in 
�~�h�a�t� �~ �o�u�n�t�r�l�e�e �_� or_-,with what infecti9us diseases the goods had been in contact .. 
Dr (> 01Regan �e�.�l�t�5�~� i ndicated that he was aware that certain cast-off clothing 
vas purchased f rom the �L�o �n�~ �o �n� County Council Hospitals in some of which 
r ecently there have been cases of mUd smallpox(> Lice earrying typhus, polio, 
dysentery etc .. could also be brought into the country in wlderclothes which 
were not disinfected.. He felt that the draft Regulations Gontained no safe­
guards �a�g�~ �i �n �s �t� the risk of infection from such eonrces as these .. 

In hie view the only provil!i on in the erlsting r egulations which required 
to be ci:J,anged was that reilati ng to disinfection by_ steam and he had told the 
�D�e�~�r �t�m�e�n �t� tl:lat he va:s satisfied that washing in a.l.kaline eolution would 
prove a4equate 53 an �a�l�t�e�r�~�t�i�v�e �.�.� Thie vas also the vi ew of his �~�o�l�l �e�a�g�u�e �s� in 
�C�o�r�k�~� Limerick and �w�a�~�!�' �f�o�r�d�Q� I f theee new Regulatione were enacted i t would 
prove impoeei ble to intercept di r t y rage and elothing .. He felt that an 
expxeMion of the Council1s opinion on the ulldeeirabllity of dielpenaing With 
t he existing requirement" ahoUld be made to the Mi nielter .. 

Disinfect ion at the whim or the Port Medical Officer as envisaged in the 
�n�~� Regula. tione could mean that t r ade might go from Dublin to some other non­
recognised port.. Coneequently amongst other thinge there could be a dis­
location of the labour �f �o�~�e� in variou:5_ areas .. 

Dr .. O' Regan pointed out that the rage collected by tinkers 'Were fetching 
f r om £25 to £100 a ton i n England.. In Manchester dockere had refused to handle 
�t�h�~� rags ete., collected by t he tinkers �u�n�l �e �a�~� they hE\d a certiricate from a 
Health Inspector that they had been treated with D .. D".T. �I�r �i�~�h� docker:s 
had tB.kaL the "e.me line. This is a point er to the quality of the etuff going 
out of t."!.e country and there is no reason to believe that what c()mes in il5 My 
bett er " Ee r eitera.ted that his coll eagues in England lIere envious of the 
existi ng Regulations in this country and to depart from them at thil5 state \1ould 
be an er'"...remely retrograde step_ He felt that the matter was one which merited 
ttle clc3es"t cODsin.e!"ation by the Councllo 

.ThE Chairr"'..-an enquired whether Dr .. 0 I Regan and his colleagues had. made 
liD.y �l�'�"�6 �p�1�' �6�~�e �n�t�~ �. �t �1�o �n�e� to the Department on t he draft Regulations since they wer-e 
circulated.. 

tiro O'ReR:AA r eplied that he had not but had collected tbe Ti9W'1S of �h �l�~� 

�c �o�l�l �e�a�g�u�e�~� p which coineided v i tb �b�i�~� own .. 

Profes!Sor Cunp.inghe.m encp.ired whether there �w�a�~� �~� reason given for the 
proposed change. 

The Chairman drew his attention to t he etatement in the exPlanatory note with 
the Regulatione in wh1ch the absence of smallpox caees in this oountry waS 
adver t ed t o .. 

Mro- O'Connell l5aid t hat the absence of cases of hyd!"opnobia was eqo.a."'..ly 
!Significant but that could not be advanced a!l E'. real50n for altering the 
Regulations. Ee considered t hat Or" OIRegan. had made an exceptionally gooe: �~ �a�s�, �:� 
aga.inst t he rieparture from the existing Regula.tions and that it was obv:tou!:l l y 
a very retrograde step for the Department t o eontemplate altering them .. 

Dr, lI..oFeely 8!lquir ed what the Department of Health had said on the o':'(""! a::).on 
of Dr . 0IRegan' :!l earli er meeting \lith them as to vhy a, change was �c�o�n�t�e �m�p �:�t�.�.�f�l�t�r�:�' �,�:�, �~� 

fu-" OtRegan replied that he t hought t hat the r eaeon was that .!cme i i':lportBrs 
obj ected t o �d�i�~�1�n�f�e�c�t �i �o �n� v ith steam because they hOO t o bear the cost and 

�I�c�; �o �n �~�i�d�e�r �e�d� 



considered that washing with an alka.lLl"J.9 eolution W8.I5 ' 8uffici ento He hilMelf 
coneidered t hat :mch .-.washing \la:! adequate" 

Dr" Warg, enquired \lhether there was a complete prohibition on the import 
of eecond hand cloth.ing ete .. , over the land f'rontiero 

Ik" 0 1 Regan said that if they were accompanied by a certificate from Northern 
Ireland or England they could be imported anywhereo 

Qrg Rard said that be agreed entirely with Or .. 01Regan. He remembered very far 
back in the history of this l egi slation the grave anxiety amongst medical men 
a$ to the dangers to public health by t he import of eecondhand clothing. The change 
IlC'W' proposed appeers to have been baeed on the tact that there was no amallpox here 
for a l ong t i me but in hie districtg doctors had been concerned' by the incidence 
of contagious skin diseases which they �~�m�e�p�e�c�t�e�d� a8 originating from impor ted 
secondhand clothing. He himself fel t that it was hard. to see why t he- Department 
propoeed .to. i'.ake the change. He coneidered it a retrograde etep and poesibly a 
dangerous :)ne .. 

!'re O!Regsn :!aid t hat the fact t h.at ther e had been no casel! of smallpox wae a 
good �a�!�'�~ �m�9�n�t� i n favour of the retention of dieinfection. In England one or two 
.smallpox ca:se" had been traced to the import of raw cotton from Egypt. 

�~�.�r�.� F"i ynn �~�a�i �d� that he wae i n full support of the case made by Dr . 0 1Regan 
and he f el t �t�b�.�~ �t� anyone who had been in cOWltries where they had small pox would 
hes! tate to 03upp:>rt the new legielati ono 

.2£, 1;3.;;9. �s�~�d� 8. further point was that when the Regulati ons were made emallpox 
var:cinAtiozt �~�:�i �U� c:)mpulsory but it �v�a�~� not compulsory at t...lte pr esent time. 

Q',t. �o �~�a�e�.�£ �~� referred to a circular is::mad by the Department (Circular 47/55) 
ccndelruling 11 �~�i�:�.�a�t�.�e� of complacenny about smallpox. The draft Regulations did not 
�:�!�s ¬�o �~� tc be in accord vi th that circular. 

�l�l�i�,�?�~ �.�J�. �!�"�m�a�.�n� �~ �e�i �d� that the i mporterl5seemed to be keen to have the Regulations 
�a �h�g�~�e�6�.� 

�W�~�:�!�;�:�y� said that while the present regulations might invol ve hardship on 
some impo:ttars she would �a�l�w�a�~� support the medical offi cere' vievs in a eeri ous 
matte:r of tohis kind. 

The Cheirpl.E sa.id he agreed vi t h thb view but he wae anxious to know the r eal 
�r�e�!�!�.�~�c�n� fo r- the pr cpceed change. 

�~�~� :mppor ted Dr .. �0�l�R�e�g�a�n�l �~� case and said that in �h�i�~� opinion the question 
of expense 5hould not be allowed to enter into an Mpect of l!Iuch importance to the 
publio healtho Food hygiene r egulation" for shope etc . , had been put into operati or: 
siI'en though thi::!i often i avolved oonsiderable expense for the �t�r�a�d�~�r �.� 

Dr. Qll i ph .... . fJ.6lA.-tba.t he Wa:5 wholeheartedly i n support. of Dr, �O�~�R�e�g�a�n� e.r.d felt 
that t."e p:re:5snt Regulatipns ver:e both shortsighted and r et-""Ogradeo 

After /!Iome further discussion Mre 0 'Connel 1 proposed e.nd Dr, Ward seconded 
t.he fcllo1d llg r esclution:-

'1'0 ask t he Mini ster t o reconeider the Dr af t .of t he Infeotiou3 DiseMee 
(Amenruaant) Regulation!: in the l i ght of the di.)cus:Jion at this Council 
meeting and to request him to have the matter fur ther 30nsidered in 
coneultat1on with Port Medioal �O �f�f�'�i �c�e�r�l�!�l�~� The Council strongly consi dere tl1atall 
eecondhand r ags, clothi ng etco, imJ?Orted cOIi1llercially :should be di:d.ni'ected -
a.l though not necessarily by steM! .. 

The rescluti on. .. as pa8eetl unani.moul5lyo 

I AmWAL RE?OaT, 



!the Chairman 
For t..l:.e iilfo rmation of new members explained that the National Beal'>::.i1 

Cot:;.'}.cil �: �~�y� or me.y !lot make a r eport.. The r eport, if made by the Council 
rnlst be published by the Minister but he could incorpor ate his own vi.ews. Qtl.,. 

matt,er::! referred to in the report if he so wished in the publication. No 
�~�·�I �i�n�i �:�!�t �e�r� had ever used these povers .. 

The Secretary said that the draf'tlng Cormnittee met on -the 16th April .. 
Due to a mi,sur.:der:rt.anding on the part of- :some members M to the time of the 
"::eeting there were �o �I�"�l�~�Y� three present, Mr. Flynn, Miss DOherty and l¥1r �~� Doherty. 
'rhe three members ".Jho were present at the meeting decided to circu.late �t�.�.�~�e� draft 
r r:port +,0 the Council", 

The report a.s drl\fted and eircula ted to members vas then considered 
�p�a�r�a�~�a�.�p�h� by �p�a�r�a�g�r�a�~� and 'Was approved. 

At t he conclusion of the detailed examinati on of the report the Ch..!11nnan 
said that it was customary to include an additional paragraph expreseing 
appreciation of the work of the Secr etary and his Assistants and ha proposed that 
a similar paragraph be added on this occasion. 'l"1l6 excellence of the etand.a.rd 
in prel'iou:!! years had been maintai..71ed in the �p�a�~�t� year. 

Thh was agreed to .. 

OTllER �B�U�S�I�~�'�E�S�S� 

:Hr .. O'Connsll :said that ari:sing out of recent pres" reports in which a boy 
lost his life in an �a�c�c�i�d�e�n�t �~� there had been cri tioi"m. of the a.:ilbulance serviees 
provided by local authorities and ne "Jished to raise this matter N the Council 
had considered t he ambulance servi ces, in, grei!lt detail some time ago.. They had 
discussed many aspects of these services but his recollection wa..s that, their 

[principal rel:?ommendatlon was that connty boundaries should not be �r�e�~�o�g�n�i�s�e�d� 

where ambulance services 'Were concerned and that these services should be 
regionalised.. In the accident case to which he bad referred it was al l eged thst 
there had been serious delay in providing an ambulance. He felt t hat the CO'tmcil 
might suggeet recon:sideration of the recommendation they had made tc the Minister 
on these :services and that they ;should at lea:st enquire f rom the Department 
whether any instructions had been issued to loeal �a�u�t�h �o�r �1�t �i �e�~� by the Mi ni:! ter .. He 
felt that the Council had a duty to the citizens to see that mueh needed i mprove­
ments vere carri ed out in the 8I!1bul811ce eervice" .. 

iMreft Barry eaid that it had been found that different rule" applied in 
different areae in regard to the I"UIlI!ing of ambulances.. In some eaees these rules 
were very rigidly applied and involved hardship on sick people. The Couneil had 
spent a lot of time on the ambulance servicee and she pereonally \rould like -to. 
lrnow what happened to the Council ' e recommendation. 

The �C�b�a�i�~� suggeeted that the Department be told that the Council v as awaiting 
the considered views of the Hinister on their report on the ambulance services. 

This wae agreed to .. 

DATE OF NEXT }lEETING . 

The next .meeting of the Council was f ixed for Friday9 26th June, 1959 at 
).)0 p.m. 

The meeting ended at 4 .. 50 p .. mo 

CM. 



NATI ON"l'. L HEALTH COUNCIL 

lHnutes of' Meeting held at, ). .30 p.m. 
on 26t h June, 1959 in Aras Mhic 

Dhiarmada! D'.lblln. 

The !!!embers present were: 

E.S .. �O�'�B�r�e�o�i�r�~� Uaa., (Chai rman), 
Dr. N.C .. BrownE:', T.v., 
Dr. D.N. Connolly, 
M. Costello7 Esq., 
lIiss A. if. Dohe rty , 
Joo Doherty, Esq. , 
Dr. J. Dunne, 
Sir Anthony Esmonde Bt . , T.Doo , 
J ooP. Flyt1..n, Esq. , 
M. Macken, Esq., 
Dr. A. �l�!�c�C�a�~�"�Y�,� 

Ko Harrington, Esq. , 
Ald .. M.J. McGui.nness, 
M. Moynihan, Esq. , 
Mr . T. C.J. O'Connell, 
Dr. J.E. OISegan , 
Dr. R. Quinlan, 
Miss l:I.. .. F. Russell, 
Dr. J ooP .. ShenJ.ey, 
Senator P.J .. Teehan, 
Dr .. F.Coo Ward. 

An apology for i.."'labi li ty to s,ttend. was received .f'rom Yrs. Barryoo 

1. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MRETING. 

The minutes ,as circulat ed, were approved and signed..: 

The Chairman, before proceeding to the �~�x �t� item on the .Agenda, proposed 
that the Nati onal Health Council should tender to the President, Mr. de Valsra 
congratulati ons on his eleot ion and best wishes for hi" continued good hea2th 
and f or the success of his t erm of office. 

Mr. Fly:m seconding the propv5a.l sa.:id that as J;T..lbllc servants they could 
assure ths new Preaid.en'c t ha.t thc!y would continue to do thei r best to serve 
their coUntry loyalJ.y �~� 

The moti on �i�l�'�l �a�.�~� passed unani!.'lCll sly .. 
2 . CORRESPONDENCE: 

The Secretary rea.d the i'cll owi.."'lg letter from t he DepartI:tent of Health, 
dated _ 12th June, 1959:-

" I am directed by the Minister for Healt h to 1.n:f'orm you 
that he has appointed Senator T. Ruane, Bridge street, Ballina, 
GOe !.!ayo t o be a. member of ti>.e National Health Counci l for the 
:period ending on 31st March, 1960. Senator Ruane has been 
iLi''):rme·i that yeu will let him kno"\'! the date of the next meeting 
of' the Council . 11 

;F!."'£ Seoret ary :read the f'olloW"'.....ng letter dated the 8th Jtme, from 

/_ Department ••• 



l 

- 2 -

111 em directsd by the Minister for Healt..l:t to -refer to 
your let ter vt: the 15th May, enclosing an extraot :from the 
minutes 0'£ the meeting of' the National Health Council on 1st 
Mey, and to say the.t arrangements have been made to interview 
the Port Medical Offi oers in oonnection \Vi t h the propo sed 
amendment of the Infectious Diseases Regulations, 1946." 

The Chainnan enquired whether there \'lere any comments on this 
l et ter. There were ne coaments. 

3. SPECLtU.IST SERVICES (CopY of letter from Iri sh Cardiac Society): 

The Secretar:y exple.i."1ed that the Specialist Services Committee 
of t he Na tional Health Council had sought tl-ds report from the Irish 
Cardiac Sooiety, but that �~�"�U �b�m�i�s �s�i�o �n� of the report had been delayed 
and as the Speoialiat $emces Committee ,vere not soheduled to have 
a meeting he had thcught it well to circulate the letter :for deoision 
as to whether e. meeting of the Committee should be called or whether 
the l et ter should be consi dered by the Council as a whole 0 

Dr. Quinlan suggested that as the subjeot of the letter was b.ighly 
teohnical be �f�e�~�t� that it should be conaidered by the Specialist Services 
ColIfDlittee. 

It was agreed. to call a meet ing of' the Specialist Services Committee 
for Thursday, 17th September at 3.30 p .. m. t o consider the matter. 

4. eONSIllERATION OF THE FOLLOWING MOTION PROPOSED BY DR. N.e. BROWNE. T.D. 

"that the National Healt..iJ. Council consider a.l'ld advise the Minister 
on t he dangers to health arising out of the recent disclosure by 
the Minister for Health that t he incidence of carcinogeni.c 
strontium 90, caesium 137, radicstront ium and -redioceesium has 
increa6ed in -cr.e Republi c in :recent monthslt " 

�~�~� indicated. that he and the Secretary had f elt that it 
was desirable t Q obtain 1eg6.1 advice as to whether t:he furnishing of 
advice t o t he \fuuster on this ee..tter was <)ui;side the funotions of the 
Health Counci l.. T'!'£y :haa. been advised t o the follow"...ng e:f:feot by the 
Legal AdViser to tre Depar..o.;rue:rr.. 

"discussion et' trc..s tr.o-.;:.icZl �·�~�.�n�d� givi.."18 advioe to the �~�i�n�i�s �t�e�r� 
as a result of such �a�.�.�i�6�c�u�s�~ �.�i�O�!�"�~� aft.) c<atslde the uO"'?"e!'S of the 
National Health Councjl, becliuae the mot ion �d�.�o�e�~� �L�~�t� concern e. 
lOOtter relating to the operation of t he health serrlces:l • 

F..e said that, even having regard to this, be would be sloVl to prevent 
Dr. Browne f rom lettir..g ths Council have his news OD. the subjeot. 

There was some general discussion on the advice received at the conolusion 
of wr ... i ch Dr" Mc:Cert.hY. proposed that the Counoil might hear Dr. Browne and. 
-ieci.O? ab i;.,') what. �F�.�.�~�t�i�o�n� shoul d be ta..1cen as 9. :result of the lmowledge which 
he �t�:�.�u�:�p�~�:�r�i�;�e�d�.� to them. 

�!�~�~�;�;�.�.�)�.�! �:�' �:�r�r�l�.�i�h �a� .. l'l. .seconded this pr;:Iposal a.nd it was agreed to hear Dr. Browne. 

/The Chairman •• • 
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�E�.�. �. �C�b�t�d�. �~�;�- �~ �a�"�!�d� ths.t ,;..z:. fo1rness t o Dr. 3rcwr.e .as ft'Gl! J.d pendt the 
di.scuaei on1 ·ou.t h€: faIt tr..st i t llillat be unders"tcicd that they r.ad no power 
to give advice to the !.Uni.ster l...;.'l the matter .. 

�~� e:x:pr essed his a.ppreciation of the Chai rman's decision. 

�~� said that the situation which gave rise to the proposed motion 
was a uniq.le one and ()l1.3 which it wou1.d not have been possible to envisage in 
existing }I..ealth legisiation.. fi:' said that mankind had been 5llbject to 
radioactivity of one form or another :from the beginning of tiIae.. In recent 
I;Ionths it had been stated that tt..ere was a signif'ioant increase in the amount 
of strontium 90 and. caesium 137 in the atmosphere.. He pointed out that the 
medical profession had been exposed to doses of radiation in the handling of' 
x-ray apparatus, and other materials whioh emitted radiation. The handli..ng of 
such apparatus had been assumed at one time to be relatively harmless but 
steps had been taken in. recent years to tighten up on methods of safeguarding 
the health of persons exposed to radiation :from suoh apparatus. 

The f"aJ.l-out from the explosion of nuc2ear weapon.s was incapabl.e of 
control -with any degree of certainty, particularly :from the standpoint of 
a na.tion such as this and the ei"fecta of inoreased exposure to radiation 
could result in any of' the following serious consequences : 

(i) the somatio effects - increased incidence of bone-cancer, of' 
leukaemia and shortening of life generally,. 

(ii) genetic changes - development of sterility; alteration in 
hereditary-characterietics; inorease in -the amount ot: -mental 
�i�l�1�n�e �~ �s �;� increase in nnmber of ohildren born mental.lJr defioient, 
blind or with serious malformations .. 

Dr. Browns added that the British Iledical Council bad �~�c�c�e�p�t�e�d� that the 
incidence of leukaemia and bone-cancer would increase with the greater exposure 
to radioactivity. '!'he AtOmic Soientists' Association had indicated that, iJ? 
relation to t he world population, one nominal high yield bomb exploded would 
oause 20,000 new -cases of' bone- oancer.. American soientists had �e�~�t�i�m�a�t�e�d� that 
nuolear weapons already tested would cause mental deficienoy in 8,000 new­
born children and some 20, 000 still births and embxyonie miscarriages. The 
f'ir..d.ings as a result of the �e�x�p �~�o�s�i�o�n �,� of the at orm.o bomb at Nagasaki had 
supported the above contentions,. Of t he "Roman kept under observation * had 
misOt:l.l 'ried and i had given bi rth to d .. �.�.�i�~�d�r�e�n� -who were still-born. Of the 
child:re:t;. who li ved many were mentally def"ective and micro-eneephalitic .. 

The British Medical �R�e�s�e�~ �,�l�' �c�:�h� Council had established a figure for ma.xiImun 
penrd.s:s.ibJ.e. a,cssge of :tadiat:hm but ihe AIoorican authoriti es held that there 
was no 88.--Pe dosec- Dr. �B �r�o�W�"�'�~� aa:ld the.t he cl.ajJned. no speoial. :knowledge or 
qualifications but �~ �t� 't;.Ge ,,"ol u;re of expert cpini_OD: abroad backed 
by statements from such authonties ss PrO:eessor O'Cea1.la:igh and Professor 
Walton on the dangers of inc!'ee,seo_ radioaotivity should wa'!"1"El.nt the most 
serious consi dereti on. I t seemed to i'..:im that the greatest &.nger from this 
country 's point of'view stel!l!!);3d f"rom t he fact th.s.t we are dependant on British 
figures -to determine the volume of: radioaotivityo He did not know whether 
steps had been taken to set up monitoring stations but he was aware that the 
Mini ster fcr External Aft'airs had taken oourageous :steps at the United Nations 
to'R!lrds bringing about an end t o nuolear testso 

!.,-" these tests 1'I'er8 cont inued the presence et: radicecti:ve substances in the 
�e�. �t�m �c�~�b �e �l�"�9� wou.ld inorease and i£ steps ware not taksn t o set up monitoring 
at.etl ons fO!'Gurselves t his oountry wO"uld continUe to be dependent on Britain 

'Shie.c rtight have a politi oal interest in the continuation of the wsts and whioh 
lJOl! ld ;ti. �t�.�.�~�0�1�:�!�- �t� doubt produce apologists t o decty the l>...arm:f'ul. effeot of radiation. 

/Dr. Browns •••• 



Dr. B'TC1'in6 ad:ded that he ap}??eciated the legel posi"ti cn as it applied t o 
the oonsi derat ion of th:ia matter by the Council but he :f'elt that in the present 
exception.e.l circumstances ·the CO"tmcil might reoommend to t he Minister the 
setting ll.P of an expert colIlIilittee t o consider tr...e matter or that monitor.ing 
statitl llS m:l.glrt be established t o ascertain the t rue inci denoe of radioactivity 
in the air, and in food and d.rink in this count ry 0 

�~� said that he wi shed t o point out that i:f it were out of order 
and beyond t he f"unotions of the National Heal th Council t o consider the :natter 
there seemed t o him to be no point in discussing the motion. The motion had 
been inspired by recen.t disclos"<lres of the Minister and it would be very 
strange if the Council were to advise t he Yini ster on sozoothing on which he 
had expressed his anxiety and had supplied statistic3 and on which he (Dr. 
Ward) did not think t he Council l">.ad the expert knowledge to advise. He 
pointed out t hat Dro Browne himseli' had admitted that he had no teohnical 
knowl edge. �~� admitted t he possibiliti es of t he genetic changes menti oned 
by Dr. Browne but sai d that medical praotitioners had had experience �o �~� 
geneti c changes i n the past t.1te origin of' which was i n doubt . He pointed 
out t hat Dr" Browne's stat ement would be bef'ore the Minister ..no could act 
upon i t :if he so desi red" 

Sir .Ant hony Esmonde asked Dr . Browne if there was any known antidote 
to the poisons spread by nuclear explOSi ons in the atmosphere or was the 
purpose of' the enquiries by monitoring which he had suggested merely to 
strengthen the hands of the Minister f'or External Affairs at the meetings 
of the United. Nat ions .. 

Dr . Browne repli ed t hat cases where there were acoidents in the 
handling of' nuclear materia.ls had been ef fect ively t reated fcr over exposure 
t o radiat i on, but t he.t general ly speaking t here was no anti dote and t hat the 
only sol ution t o the problem was t o endeavour to get the G-reat Powers to stop 
t heir testi.."'1.g. To this end the production of' oonclusi ve evidence of' 
contamination by an uncommit ted nat ion such as Ireland woul d greatly strengthen. 
the case fo r t heir abolition.. He felt t hat t he Coun(',il should give a headline 
in ttds matter. 

Dr. Sha.n.ley sai d he agreed vri:th Dr. Browr..£ t..'1at there was no kn0 1f!l. 

anti dot e to t he harmrul effects of radiat i on .. Tue only soluti on ,vould be t o 
get the G-reat Pol'"rera not to explode ar..y more nuclear weapons. 

�~�~� pcLp}.ted out -:he.t Dr. Brc.wne w·as only askir>.g f or c.n invest igation 
and thought that t he settirt..g up of: an Expert Coro.,"!li t tee w!!s wortlw of 
considere tion ... 

l.!r . ],lVL"'"l scid. that he sup:pcrtad the Chairma!"::'s con"tention t r..at the 
mat t er bef'ore them was not s-triot I.y· in oreer f'or discussion. He said that 
he was not L"'lpI'essed by the £'aot +,hat e. f"i gure or �2�0 �~ �O�O�O� !lew cases of' bone 
cancer could be caused by the testing ef a nominal bomb, r..av-'....ng regard to 
t he populB:tion of' the wor ld and. t o great numbers aff ected by ot her evils. 
He further contended that it was not reasonabl e to doubt the responsibili ty 
of' Britain' s soi ent ist s :in supplying statistics obtained by their monitoring 
stati ons" He fel t furthermore that these monitoriJlg stat i ons were near enough 
to I.re1e.nd. to justify stand.:L'lg en t heir fi gures and that moat local authorities 
woul d prei'er to be allowed to spend I:loney cn other aspects of the health 
�B�e�r�r�i �y�;�~�,�,�"� He S'.1&,">'S"sted t};.at Dr. Bl"O;mets statement should be recorded and 
tl"'.e ;.co:atter lc.ft et thatg 

::;;(l:""!'! tm." some i'urt..lJ.er general discussi on on the vali dity of the 
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�o�-�o�n�6 �:�i�.�.�i �~�1�:�"�6�.�· �,�:�. �i�.�'�, �.�m� Jf" Dr. BroTIri€ T B t:lotion and �o�r�~� the validity of tendering 
�a �d�;�;�! �~� to thos ltirdster , at U.e conclusion (ir l"lhich Dr .. O'Re8an said 
ttc.1. he �t�h�O�"�u�g�h�~� t hat tt.e problem could be solved by aski.D.g the Minister 
wr.at faoilitie$ existed f:c::- recording t.'tte volume of' :fall-out. 

Tl-..e Che.i.:.."m2.n said that he saw no difficu.lty in askin8 that question 
a.."ld i t was agree d the. t t r..:i.s be done. 

5 . OTHER BUSINESS: 

)dental defectives 

Sir Anthony Esmonde enquired whetl'l..er there r.ad been any reply from 
the Department on the �~�u�e�s�t�i�o�n� of rental health ser"lices since the matter 
bad been discussed, at a previous meeting of the Council. He had since 
been alarmed to disoover t,.'l.,at there was a waiting list of 500 :ror 
admission to i..'tstitutionsfor iDale Clental defeotives. 

Mr . O'Connell indicated that An B6rd Altranais had entered into an 
�a�r�r�a�.�n�g�;�-�m�e�~� Brothers of St . John af God and the Sisters of' Charity 
of' st .. Vincent de Paul, whereby two large training institutions would be 
set up in the country for the training of' nruch needed nursing staff �~�o�r� 

the treat ment of mental defectives. He added that .. \..'"l B6rd Altranai.s 
could f'acilita.te the Minister in t a.ld..ng over other institutions wl>.en 
persoIUl81 were trained. 

The Chairman sa.id tlo..a.t he understood that the Minister was not 
prepared to set up an addit ional Council or Board to consider this matter .. 
He pointed vut that the NatioT'..e.l Health Counoil oould form a Committee it' 
it so desired, but the Minister's position was that the natter was being 
considered by t..;'e National Orgar.isetion for Rehabilitation.· He understood 
that a reply :from the Department oould be expeoted for the next meeting. 

Sir Anthon;z Esmonde pointed out that the position of' the Brothers of 
St. John of' God Vre.B getti."lg desperate. Patients who had been admitted as 
cr..i1tL""en were now adults and t.he Brothers of St. John of God �~�'�e�r�e� findir..g 
i t impossible t o get the parents to take the!!! home. L'1e Brother s felt that 
if t hey 00111.0. t ake over two or three large houses or hospitals they woul.d be 
in a po.si t i or: to fill there and if there were f'anns attaohed .it would be 
posei ble t'or the adult mental defectives t o :run them. He felt that the 
aetttng up of a sub-conl!rJ.t.teeby t he IIs.tional Pealth Counoil wit.h powers 
to meet outside :i..nte..rested bodies. woul d De desirable. 

Mr. Do"heny said. that 5...n e.ddtian t o the sea-ratty of nurses there 
was of �C�o�u�.�~ �s�e� the p:-oblem of' t:H:) �s�~�& �r�c�i�t�y� cf :icotcZ'S.. Ii:! pointed. O'..:.i; 
tr..s.t trai.!".i.ng of z;,Ul'SS:S i.r. -!:he ("...a..!'6 of' "the mentally deficient would t ake 
SOI:S thre03 yea.rs. 

Mr .. Co.;;tellc I:!nqu.1red �-�r�f�h�6�"�t�: �! �~�e �r� it would not be possible to send the 
chilQreI!. home a"t eighteen years of age. 

Sir A..""1t:-:Ony Eamollde said. that the Brothers of' St. JOM of God 
origiJ.:.ally had anticipated it would be possible to send boys home with a 
reaac!'.e.1:-1e ·t J:-ai:ning, but in fact their experience had been that they could 
only �d�i�&�c�h �a�i�.�'�g�~� a very H ... :1li ted number .. 

�~�.� OtConnell suggesbd. t hat oonsid.eretion might be E;iven to the use 
of.' 1';;.can.t �s�a�r�~�t�o �r�1�. �a� which 178re exoeD.ent buil.a.1ngs. 

�E�:�- �_ �~�~�~�C�a�.�r�-�t�m�:� said U.et :from the discussion it would appea.r that the 

/the mental ..... 



the mental de!"ective cb:i.ld.ren were not being advanced towards a reasonable 
sel.:t'-suf"ficiency by their t rea.tment and that the only problem. appeared to 
be ...mere to put them. He felt that there must be Bome-tbing radically wrong 
if the patients came out as bad as they went in.. Mr. })oherty replied 
that the Brothers o£ St. John of' God were rehabill tating them to a cer+..a.i.n 
extent but that they could not discharge them a3 they oould only work under 
control and supervision. The lack of' accommodation was hampering the efforts 
of' the Brothers .. 

Dr . YcCartby said that the problem therefore appeared to him to be one 
of rehabilitation and that the Minister had indicated that the matter was 
under consideration. Dr. Dunne sai d that the treatment of mental def'ectives 
necessitated care by trained personnel.. He pointed out that there was only 
El. small percentage of' mental defectives who can reach the stage of being 
able to take positions in the active world. A great majority of' cases 
required permanent care.. He added that there was the important consideration 
that such persons, being maintained at home entailed tremendous mental and 
physical strains on the other persons residing with them. 

Yr. Harr:ington indicated that be thought that it lf8.S most desirable 
that children should be admitted to mental dei'ective institutions at an 
early age and that it was by far preferable that they should have young 
children in the institutioD.3 rather than adults. 

�~� said that as f'ar as he could see the position was a natural 
development. The mental hospital authorities had similar dif'ficoJ.ty in 
returning patients to their horoes. He added that in his experience mental 
d.efectives or mental patients were of little use on farms. Sir AnthO& 
�~� explained that he thought he was being misunderstood. His intention 
in expressing an opinion as to the possibility of adult mental defect1ves 
working on farms, was that they would do so under supervision. He wished 
to ask Dr .. I:Unne whether aome proportion of mental defectives would not be 
in a position to give useful service in this respect.. Dr. Dunne said that 
a certain proportion could be so use:f'ully employed in �p�~� those who 
were mentalq defective in a mild degree. Most of' them., however, he pointed 
out,required fai.rly constant supervision to reach a moderate degree of' 
efficiency .. 

Mr. Macken said that the discussion appeared to him to indicate that 
an unusual degree of sympathy was being accorded to the children.. He f'e1t 
that the adult mental def'ectives should not indisoriminately be put out in 
the world ani said t hat he had. as much sympathy for them as for the child...""6n. 
Tho.:oe adw..ts �~�1�l�o� had 'been instit'olti.or.a1.ised :from an early age had at least as 
much right to care as the �c�h�i�l�d�.�.�"�"�'�e�n �~� Mr .. O'Conr..ell .said that he thought that 
the National Health Council oG""<lld. �a�l�S�s �~�s� problsm particular1.y in the 
matter of obta.inil::!g institutional aceoli!mOdation .. 

The Chaiman said that the .<latter would come in courSE: of discussion 
et the next meeti...'"1g when the Department 's letter ahou1.d be before t hem. 

Poer to remove memoors from the Council. .. 

Mr .. OlCozmell said "tbt>.t he had been asked to enquire under what 
circumstances a person may be removed :f'rom membership of the National 
Health Council. 

The Cbainnan said tr..at there was no ref'erenee iLL the Acts to a power 
for s:loh �r�~�m�o�v�a�l�.� 

/Date �o�~� ••• 
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6. DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

The next meeting was �f�'�i�x�e�(�i�~� f'er Friday, 25tn Sept'Z'm:he:r' ,..,t .3 �~ �]�C� 

T'(l..€ meeting conclude:l at 5 pem. 



CONFIDENTI AL UNTIL CONFIRMED. 

NATI ONAL HEALTH COUNCIL 

Minutes of Meeting held at 3. 30 p,m. on 25th September. 1959 at Aras Mhic 
Dhiarnada, Dublin. 

The members present vere:-

E.S. OI Braoin, Ua.al (Chairman), 
Dr. N.e. Browne T .. D, 
H. Costello , Esq., 
J . Doherty, Esq. , 
Sir Anthony EsmondG, Bt., T.n., 
J . P. Flynn, Esq., 
M. !:facken, EI!IG. . , 
Dr . A. McCarthy, 
Dr . J.C. McFeely, 
Alderman MpJ. McGuinness, 
Mr . T,e.J. Q'Coonell, 
Dr. J.B. O'Regan, 
Dr . H. Quinlan, 
Dr . J,P" Shanley, 
Senator P.J. Teehan, 
Dr . F.C. �~ �a�r �d �.� 

Apologies for their inabil ity to attend were received from: -

Mrs. Barry, 
Professor Cunningham, 
Mise Doherty, 
Niss RUBsell . 

1. Mi nutes ot previous meeti ng: 

The minutetl as oirculated were approved and signed. 

2. Correspondenc!!! 

The �~� read the i'ollowtng letter fl'oom the Depal"tment ot Health 
dated 8th September, 1959:-

"Dear Mr . O'Braoi n, 

I am writing to l et you lcr.:ow that Mr. Hensey, whe has acted 
as Secr etary to th,e National Health CounCil for a number of years, 
having been promoted, \fill no longer be available as Secretary. The 
Min i ster hae appointed l<a-. J. O' Rourke, of t hil5 Department, t o succeed 
}fr . fien.sey. I understa..'"l.d that the latter will arrange to introduce 
!1r. 01Rourke t o you at a committee meeting next· week. 

Yours Sincerely, 

(Sign.d) P.S. OI Mnireadhaigb 
(Secretary) • 

/2 ••. ••••• • 
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The �C�h�a�.�~�L�r�T�j�l�n�n� alse r ead the following l etter fl-om f.il" . �H�~�:�-�l�s �e �y� .. 

;.Jher, it beoame clear tha't my period of �o�t�f �i�~ �e� as Sscreta..:-y 
to the COll..'"lc11 .-as over : I hopod that. it would oonclude wi th 
my G.ttenaance at �t�h�~� meeting on the 25th of this month and that 
I wonld t hen have an op;ortunlty of taking T1I:f l eave of: t.he 
member3 in p!! r sou" However, I will bf!l aV/q next week and could 
no\; �a �t�t�~�n�d� that 'J.eetLI'lg .. I t we.8 thus arranged as you know ror 
Mr. OIRourke to t ake over from �y�e�s�t�~�r�d�a�y�t�5� cO!llJ!lit t ec meet ing. 

I would be very grateful if you "';;"Quld. comr(9Y t o thi!! 
members my t hanks for t heir kindness and consideration to �~� 

during the years 'While I was �S�e�o�r�~�t�a�.�.�7� to �.�l�I�~� thanks are espeoially 
due to yourself. 

It vas a great privilege f or me to have been �e�. �D�:�!�c �c�i�a�t �~ �d� wi t h 
t he Council. I 'Irish you success in the conti m1.aI1ce of your �~�·�n �!�"�k �.� 

Your! sine""'Gly, 

The ChairJW> ..... �~� in a tribut e t::> I·h- .. �R�~�n�s�8�y�,� said that it �~ �l �a�s� �h�a �r�d�l�~�r� 

neoessar y for him to seek ;.:.::>rds to e:.llog.ise Hr. Rense; as his 
abilities had been apparent t o all the mer::i:,ers of t he Council. Re sai d 
that Br . Hensoy had a complete v ... a:ierete.!l.ding of matters pertaining 
to the Healt h services and a det!:.il sd :;.': .. �-�:�.�o�y �l �~�d �g �e� of Health l egislat ion 
which enabled him i mmediately t o provide information rec .. uired ':oy the 
Council . While he int ar.ded �~�1 �0� rcr1<')cti cn on hie successor, they would 
miss t he sbrling ser';"ioes which Mr .. He:.-'!sey had given t o them. He 
,dshed him 0ve-ry success i n his new P05t as Prinoipal Offi cer in the 
:Jepartme::J.t of Health. 

;Obe Chairman then ,;elcomed NI'. �O�J�R�c�~�· �k �~� t o his nett appointoe;:::t 
and .'lssureci. �~ �i�J�:�l� of his own and the membeTS I whole- hear t ed co-operation. 

Mr . OIConnell and Dr. lI.l.CCarthy associated th.emselvcs with t he 
Chairman1s r emarks which wers graoted "Wi th accla.--:ta.tion. 

The Secretary raad the f ollowing lettar f rom the of fi ce of the 
President of Ireland;-

ilA Chara, 16th Jaly, 1959. 

I am desi red by th(;! Presid.ent to acknowledge \.Ji th tha.nks 
y:.ur gracious letter- eo::weying the congratulations of members of 
the National �H �~ �a�l� th Cot.!..'1.cil on his elect i on as President of 
Irel and. 

The FTesident desires me t o say t hat he warmly appreciates 
their geod wisheso 

Mise, le IDeas, 

(Signed) M:O . t Slataraigh, 
Runal. ". 
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The Secretary also raad the following lett0r datzd 19th 
September, 1959, from the Department of Healt.. .. ;-

"A Chara, 

I am �d�i�r �~�. �j�C �:�o�d� by the Ui nister for Health to refzr 
to you:r �l �~�~�t�t�,�~�l�'� of 14th July r egarding tu!!: facili t ies 
b , �e�x�i�~ �t�~�r�. �c�e� in this C0untr-y for r ecording: t:.'le v:::l umo 
of rC¥iioaotive fal l - auto In reply I am to state tha't 
the }1ini 5ter is advised that the published statistice 
of radios-cti vs �j�~�a�l �l�-�o�u�t� in Great Bri tain �a�l�"�~� oapable 
-:;1 extraoolatioIl to cover t his country and these 
atatistics are kept under consta,.,."'r.t re...,ie'W in this 
�D�e �p�a�.�r �t�.�:�n�e�n�t �~� In addition t.he desirability of making 
:Sp€"cific meas1J.raoonts of radioactive fall - out in 
tn.is COl"!.;.'1tl'j'- is Imo.er active consideration and has 
been the subject of r ecent consulte.t.:ton bet\.;een the 
�D�~ �p�a�r �t �m�e �n�t�,�s� concf.ll"ned. Owing to the cO.:iJ.plexity of 
the problems involved an early solut ion to t hem i s 
�u�n �l�i�k�e�l�y �~� 

Mise, le !%leas, 

(SgdQ) K .. U. Connolly. 11 

Sir Anthony Esmonde said that the letter did net appear 
t o him to ans'W'er the question }X)sed by the Council at the 
previou5 meeti ng.. I t merely stated that the informati on is 
avail able from English sources but it did not indicate whether 
in fact any attempt was being made to examine these f igures. 

Dr .. McCarthy said that he construed the l et ter as meaning 
that t here wer e no facilitias for measuring e.t,mospheric pollution 
LT]. this country but that if we wished t o use the f igures published 
by the Brit!.sh it might givl'! some i dea of the amount of fall-out 
i n this COtllltry .. 

Sir Anthony Esmonde said that be �t�h�o�u�g�.�~�t� that the letter 
meant that no attempt had been made to ascertain the amotUlt of 
rall-out in this eour.:try. The letter could also mean tha.t figures 
are at t he disposal of the Government but t hat they 'Were not dis­
clolSing them just no".l .. 

Dr t Shacley 5aid that the l etter Ll'ldicat6d that the positi on 
'WalS being kept under ')onstant revie'll.. This, he thought, was done 
vith r efer ence t'3 �~�~� figures produced by Britain. 

Drs Quinlan said that he t hought t hat it W'a,s cl ear from the 
letter that tile �G�o�v �' �~ �r�n�m�e�n�t� were able to assess the position in 
t hb country by reference to' the position in Britain but that there 
were no e.ct1..1el facili t ie5 here for producing independent fi gures .. 

:Jrp �~�;�c�C�a�r�t�h�y� lSaid that the letter did not say that information 
Z"'!garding the posi ticn in this cou...'1.tz.y was actually obtained from 
Bri t ish �f�i�g�u�r�. �-�'�~ �s �.� 

�D�:�.�~�p� �S �h�a�~�'�1 �1 �e�y� said he did not see what other position the 
U07e:i7rl!!lent could be reviewiru! if' i t was not the posi tien as 
disclosed by th" Briti sh figures. 

14 ••••••• 
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The Chairman :5aid, in r eference to the discu!sio!!, t hat it 
e.eemed to him that the lett er conveyed certain i nformation in reply 
to the Council' s query.. ., 

Dr. McCarthy said that he thought that the Council sho:.lld nO\.l 
ask the Department specifically how much radio-actlve f'all-out 'Wae 
polluting the atmosphere of this country. 

Mr. OfConnell agreed \oriV1 Dr. YJCCar"hhy and said that the 
Depv.rtment should reply specifi cally to the Council and not be hedging 
the matt" r around. Re said that the Coul'lCil \Jas a rssponaible body 
and tbat if �t�h�~�y� l!icught information they should be given i t . 

Pr, �W�a�!�~�d� pointed out that it was the ML"'1ietcr him:self who had 
initially drawn attent,ion to the �d�a�n�g �~ �r�s� to t he public health i nherent 
L , thl!! r ad1c-act i;;oe pollution of the atmosphere. 

�~� agreed with Dr. ward and said that he th'Jught that the 
le.tt.ar was a satiesfact ory reply �~� 

Mr . O'Connell �~�a�i �d� ths.t the medical personnel of the country- want>ed 
the in!'ormation to endeavour to :!ee 'whether there w;s any co-relation 
�~�t�w �e�e�n� the incidence of leukaemia and other diseases and any increase 
1-'1 radio-activity in the atmosphere. They wantod an indication of 
the ra.dio-active content of the atmosphere and not a statalterrt that 
the figures could be extrapolated. 

Dr. HcCarthy suggested that the Department should be ae:ked if 
espeoific figures 'Were available and it they could be supplied to the 
Health Council. 

This was agreed. 

The Secretary read the follolo.<ing lett er from the Department of 
a.alth:-

6 LUnasa, 1959. 

"A Chara, 

I am directed by tho Minister for Health to refer to your 
letter of 15th Hay on the ambulance services. The Minister has had 
the Council' s report on these services under consideration 'With 
particular r eference to the recommendation in favour of "zoning" 
and t he appointment of an officer t o deal in each zone with 
�r�e�q�u�e�~�t�s� for ambulance services. Having had �t�h�.�i�~� proposal examined 
fully , the Minister is satisfied that to implement it 'WOuld present 
!Some dif'ficul ties and t hat its adoption is not necessary to deal 
vi t h the vast majo:ri ty of call/l for ambulances. In most eases, 
an e.mbule.nce is nMded to bring a patient to the hospital at which 
the ambulanco is �k�~ �p�t�,� and there is obvious advantage in the 
doctor I s being e.'blej on contacting the hospital for a bed, to be able 
to order t.he ambulance too. ThiS, it is tllldarstood, is what is the 
normal. praCtic3 i n most places. 

The };i nister can see that there are cases where an L"lflexible 
operation of the procedure just mentioned would be dangerous or 
in?on"Venient to the patient . In particular, he is aware of the 
nead for flexibility &8 beween neighbouring counties in the 0.6$ of 
h&alth authorities' ambulances (and, for t hat matter ':lo:lpitale) f'or 
emer .2.:encies occurring near the boundaries of thei'" area.s and. for the 
conveya.nc'e or patients t o Dublin Hospitals and other r egional hospitals. 
However 1 the cases in vh1eh this flexibility 1s needed. make up but 
a small proportion of the total calls for ambulances and thefr 

/5 •• •..•• 
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ir..cid6!:>ce dl)es not, i n the Minister's vi'!W", 8stabll>'h t.he case for 
nzontngll as against the present general practice. There is 
adequate legal power fer hea..th author i ties t o arrange between 
themeelve:s fer t he more rational use of ambulances in these 
exceptional cases. I n -7ielZ of the recent oceurrenca which was 
advertod to in the minute:! of your Council's meet-tng on 1st Hay, 
the �~�.�.�i�n�i�s �t�e�r� has rer::i.,"!dea. heal th authorities of these po .. ers and 
of the desirability of t heir use in appropriate �c�a�s�e�~ �.� A copy of a 
circular iSSU31 an this matter!" is en'!losed. 

The �~ �u�g �g �e�o�t �i �o �n� of yOlU." Council that it should be made manda+..ory 
on hec..l th authoriti es to provide acbulance 53rvices will be 
conddsr ed in future legislati on, but it does not appear to the 
Minister that health authorities have failed, in the exercise of 
their �p�r�e�~�e�n�t� discretionary }X)\le rs, t o provi de a!l am:oulanc:e service 
\lhich r easonably meets their needso 

Mise, le meas, 

P.s. d MUIREADEAIGH . 

An Rnn..i, 
An Com..'lair l e Shlainte tf8.1siUnta. 

}oI",r. Q'Gonnell �~�a�i�d� that on previous National Health Counc:Us they 
had gone into �t �h�i �~� whole quest i::>!l at great l ength.. They had set up a 
!Special committee to �c�o�n�~�i �d �e �r� tne matter and had held many mee:tingso 
The reply received trom the Depart ment of Health dealt with only one 
aepect of their �f�i�n�d�1�~�g�3� O il ambulance service:s, namely" -the question of 
zoning.. The letter �a�l�~�o� referred t o the question ot ambulances croesing 
county boundaries. The Council had heard nothing about ita recopendatio1l8 
in regard to ambulance :;:ervices for a considerable t ime and t hen only 
when the matter had been brought up again by the Council ari:!ing oat of an 
�e�c�~�i�d�e�n�t� in ;Moh a boy bad lost hi s life . The Department1s letter said 
t hat local authori t ies had been asked by l etter not to r efuse to go 
outsi de t heir boundariee when nrgent �~�b �n�1�a�n�c �e� eervices were called f or. 
I t sl :!O indicated that zonLg of ambulance services would not be 
praoticable. One of the cost i.:trport.ant t hings regarding ambulance:! vas 
the type of ambulance used and the equipment provided in it . He had 
studied the poeition i n eig:'lt European and three other countries and had 
come to the conclusion t hs. t Ireland had. the worst ambulances in the 
civilised .... orld. The ambulanees 1n t his cOW1try 'Were constructed 
according t o a specification laid dovn by t he Deps.rtment of Local Govern­
ment many years ago. They Wel'a constructed on Dodge or Ford chassi:! and 
the equipment and st aff provided wa:! meagre for dealing with 
emergencies. Ambulances in thi s oountry - and he wuld include pri\'ate 
as veIl as local authority aillbulances - bore no r esemblance watever to 
what I'i. modern ambulance should be. Patients t r ansported from country 
di.strict:s to Dublin in ambulances often arrived i n a state of /Shock. 
They had ascertained t hat the local author ity ambulances were used as a 
means of public transport in the ease of country patients being discharged 
from Dublin hoapitals, some patients having to stay in hospital for 
an extra three \leeks to ",ut f or t he local authority ambulance to take 
t hem home. These were aspects of the ambl.llance services which wer e not 
dealt \li th at all in the Department I s letter. 
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One modern and well equipped ambula..'"loe had been provi ded 'W'ith 
great eclat and ·publici ty " ome years ago for the transport of 
paralytic polio cases. I n his opi :rlon the local au.thority ambul ances 
vere a di:lgrace. He had recently seen a Volkswagen ambulance into 
'Which t he pati ent i s i nser ted head f irat, and the door 
locked from the ollt:side.. There was no hope for a patient in �o �~�e� of 
these ambulances i f it turD.ed eve:::- and went on fi r e. The Cou.'"lcil 
should ask the tli nist er tv bring in lagi:slation obliging local 
authorit i es t o provi de proper ambulances. This "WaS not he felt, 
a matter for the Department of Local Government, who kno,", nothing about 
umbulanoea �~� 

D:!' , �E�c�;�:�~� lSaid that the Ambulance COIlli'T,i t teets consideration of 
the probl oill preViously had elicited the information t hat it was not 
m:ma.at:Jl'Y on health authorit i es to provide an ambulance service but that 
�~�~�;�;� flit:! t they all do.. Many of t he local authority ambulances 'Were very 
IJuorly equipped for the t ransport of sick persons. li e hi.'llsel f, had had 
tb.e experience of delivering a baby in an ambulance and both himself a'1d 
t:\(:!: nurse had been struck by the f act that there had been no equipment 
t..t hand which could be used by the doctor or nurse i n circumst ances 
of t hat kind, They had ascertained aleo that ambulances were used f or 
the tran:!port of eve17 ki nd of patient '.o1hether t hey needed an ambulance 
or not, They had a:.'7ived at the conclusion that it was dangerous to 
base 0.11 ambulance in a hospital, principally because i t comes to be 
regarded as one of t he less i mportant parts of the hospit al service. He 
considered that i t was essential t hat there should be a nationally 
organised ambulance :S8rvice i ::) whi ch each area 'Would be cater ed for on e. 
zonal �b �a �~�b�.� He oontended that the r eoommendations �'�~�h�i�c�h� the ambulance 
commi ttee had �~�u�b�m �i� tted to the rlini ster had been the product of a good 
deal of' wrk and he felt that the Minieter should at least have replied 
t::::l their reoommendations .. 

�~� :sai d that he oould never agree that zoning of ambulanoe 
servi oes would be more eff i oient t han the present system of having 
ambulances based on hospitals.. Apart f'rom this point he thought that 
Mr . O'Connellt $ contr ibution "tIould be very useful in t heir oonsideration 
of t his problem. If local authoriti es had failed to provide a good 
eervice he di d not think that it 'Was entirely t heir fault or the fault 
of the Department of Local Government. The local aut hor! ties had to be 
guided by their medi oal �a�d �v�i�~ �e�r�s �.�.� He had made a survey of tbe poei ti oll 
i n his 0"WIl. couz:ty some years ago. Ha had consulted all nursing and 
medi cal per sonnel involved - and some patients - and no one had aD;( 
co:mments or complaints 1:D make in regard to the type of ambulances in use. 
He could not see how i !l the"e circumstances he "Would have been j ustif i ed 
i n making any cha.'1ges.. l-1embers of l ocal authorities had. never r efused 
to pI'ovide funds f or t he p:'ovisitm of ambulances and he f elt sure that 
they would be prepared to reeet a demand for additional expenditure 
involved i n carrying out any recommended or desired improvements. He 
"Would suggest that t he Council :should make specific recommendation" 
in reg2.I'd t o the type of ambulances which should be provided. 

1<\'.r, O'Connell suggested that i n seeking advice as to the type of 
ambulance to be used t he local authority advisers need look no further 
than N;)rthern Ireland i n "\lhich there "Was a National. Ambulance service. He 
felt that it "Wa3 unreasonable to expect that local doctor s should be 
experts i n the speoifications for suitabl e ambulances. He himself did 
not claim t o be a.."'l exper t but he fel t just ifi ed i n saying tbat 8l!lbulances 
i n t his cC'untry we!'e merely "Wagons for conveying bodies. He did not 
for a minute dispute t hat health authori ty of fic i als end member s of the 
County Councils .!ould be willing to gi ve money to purchase ambulances .. 
The fect vas hO'.Jever that yen. could not make Go. �~�i�l�k� purse out a SOyl S 
earn. �~�x�p�e�r�i�e�n�c�e� in t he last 'War had cbanged t he ooncept of an ambulance 
ar.d health authoriti9:S in purcha:sing ambulances should kno"\1i exactly ...,bat 
t he minimum standards are and the Minister should recommend �t�h�o�~�e� 
�s�t �a�n�d�a�r�d�~� f or health authorities.. He felt U:so ·'that the National 
Health Council :should give the Mini:ster a clear recommendation in this 
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respect .. 

Hr. l'iiS.cken said he '..rotiid l1,ke to knc,," whether the p!'evious 
�C�o�u�n�c�~�e� epecif ic recoIllt!e"dation:s to the }li!:. i s"ter regarding 
a standard for ambulances. 

Dr, �M�c�C�a�r�~� said that no SllCh. recoIfuu611datione had beer. made, 
Their whole ease ;"'as "' llat the] .had no expert knovledge or ambulances 
and t hat 'W'ae the rea..: .;!) for putt ir"g fO!'\f8.2"d t he r ecommendation that 
t he ambl'llance sel"o1i ces u.ou.ld :'9 �z �.�;�)�~�1�;�)�d� B..'2d that there si"'..ould be an 
�e�x�p�e �!�' �t�~� i!: �c�h �~�g�~� in eac.J. zcne who W'culd have t he r equi;!.dte knowledge 
and :2y.psri en.::G !:. regard. �'�(�,�~� ths t7?9 of a.fl\bulance ·","hich �~�h�o�u�l�d� be u:sed. 

g. ... " ),i8gkgr. then �a�~�k�e�c�i�.� whether the Council had i n f act mentioned 
what ",,:'ecte tte:r'e we!'-6 in e.xisti!lg a..":lOulances. 

�~�9�z�.�w�~�1�"� �a�~�d�.� ti:at he fslt certain that the Cot.:.1lCil h5.li 
;:::..;J:::lsioned tl:.ese �d�~ �f �~�c�.�t�~ �.� Dl' ,. �B�r�e�_�~�'�"�l�.�a�n� b,p..Q gone i nto t he matte!" i n 
g--:-eat b3tai l .. 

Kc? �l�-�i�l�l�.�c�k�~� inquired .... hether the �i�·�~�i�n�:�i �s �t�e�r� had expressed an opiJ'l..ion 
011 the �C�O�U�!�l�.�(�;�i�l�'�~� cr it ic:'em of the ambulances in use i f', in f act , the 
Council haci. mentior.ed t he �d�e�f �e �c�~�,�,�;�s�.�.� If the Minister had not given 
his vieW's it \rould seea t.hat the ma.t:'8I' had not beeu sufficiently 
strsssed in the �C �o�u�n �r�; �i�: �t�~� reccmme:2daticns. 

�~�C�h �a �i�r�l�!�i�.�a �l�j�,� said that t hey bad l'lot speci fi cally advised t he 
l-lini8ter on �t�h�i �~� pointo l'hey had, hCY9V6:-, indicated to t.he Ninist er 
that i n the event of a :-evi,:sed speoification 0eing dr a, .. -n up the 
Council ",ould iieleome t!le �o�p�p�o�:�r�t�~�'�l�i�t�.�Y� to advise on i t.. This had been 
deni ed them. 

�!�1�!�:�.�,�,�-�~� eaid tr.:.at. :i.n that respect the CO}l!l cil appeared to 
have been endeavouring to :!set �t�.�h�e�~�e�l�v�e�s� up as an approving authori ty. 

The Ch;:>.J.rna..'1 said �· �~�t� that vas not �~ �o �.� They had merely sought 
to give advioe on '!>he &quipment . 

Hr .. Hacken eaid tb.at i t might �n �~�t� be generally appr eciated that 
local author it ies had grave difficultiae ill get ting a decent 
specification and that even uhen they did get such a :specifi cat ion they 
found i t �e �r �~�e �m�e�l�y� diffioult >G O get the ar::bulance built ir. this 
country. �~�u�f�a�c�t�u�r�e�r�3� el1layS olamed t b..at they could build the 
ambulances i n this country but it had been his experi ence that t hey 
could not build t..;"em satisfactorily. I t appeared deSirabl e to have 
the Mini!lter dre.lo." li U a 5pecifica'tion e.nd to make it clear that 
unless the dni =mm§to,_::dar-d. 'W'$.S adhered to b building 
ambule.nces the local a,_ thori ty ·"rould not buy them. He was in airee­
ment "..nt h !-fro C;Ccr-nel2. IS vi ew:s regarding the eqaipment of ambulances. 

l·ir r �O�l�C�.�Q�n�[�~� �~�a�i�c�.� 'Chat �t�h�i�~� matter had been �c�o�n�~�i�d�e�r�e�d� in all 
its aspects. I t haG. beer. f ound possible �'�~�O� build the special 
ambulance f or thoa poJ..icLlye:iti s service i n t his count ry. He--W'i :shed 
to make tbe pci.:.:.t., hOlfs:ver, that t here had been more i n the COW1cilIs 
lett.er than the question of zoning. He wondered what had happened 
to tt..e reat ot �~�h�e�i�r� report. 

�~�-�"�J�~� said �t�~ �a �t� tb.e essence of t he r epor t on ambulance 
services whi::b. hi3 had 'been given r ecentl y by Mr . Hensey had been 
concerned 'With zonin.go He �w�a�~� glad to hear Mr. O'Connellt s cr itic i sm 
of "±a +.:;-p9 of amc'.lla7J.ces i n use and be felt sure that i f the Council 
TIi9.de :':'c.c:n:lIDenaatlonB to t.he Hi nistar he would give them sympathetic 
�~ �.�'�:�>�r�.�.�s �i�d�e�?�!�l�.�t�i�o�n�.� Re t.hought. the Council should concentrate on the standard 
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of ambulances. 

Sir Anthonv E.!Smonde said that the main reoo!!'z:end.e.tiQn made by 
the Ambula.."lce Committee of the Natior..al Health Council had been that 
there should be a nati onal ambulance !l ervioe r un by people who knew 
their bU!liness. 8e did not agree vith the poi nt made by Hr. Macken 
about the difficulty of const ructing ambulances. Re f elt that they 
oould ha'Ve any ambula."'J.ce cade abroad t o any specific ations which they 
might draw up and t hat t he Irish �~�I�o�t�o�r� industry would be satisfied 
a:l long a!l it was assembled i n this country. He felt that the reason 
that no answer had been received to the variouB pr oposals had been 
that the natloI!al service as envisaged by t hem 'WlUJ bOund up entir ely 
with zoni ng .hich was not acoeptable to the Mini!ter. 

The Chairman thought that con:sideration of the equ:Lpment and 
lay-out of ambulanoes should be r ef erred to the Commit tee on specialist 
�~�e�r�v�i�c�e�s� which was at present sitting. On the last �o �c�o�a�~�i�o�n� that 
the ambulanoe :serviee had been coneldered a lot of time YaS taken up 
in diecuseling zoning and a national ambu.1anoe service. He remembered 
that the County Manager:s, Messrs. Veale and O' Flynn who wer e on +'he 
Council at the time, had oonsulted their ool leagues and in general 
the Managers had opposed the zoning of ambulanc9 services. Nonethru.es5 
he thought at the time,. and he had seen no reason to change his views 
since, that the national ambulance service vas the desired aim at which 
t.l}ey ehould strive. Whil e the Minister's ci:rcular might ameliorate 
the worat incidents �t�h �e�~ �,�T� could happen again. Even though zoni,ng 
might i niti ally cost more a national ambulance service 'Would a.lt imately 
be cheaper than the services i n operat ion at the moment and tlould rAVe t he 
additi onal �V �i�1�' �~�u�e� that the service �g �i �v �~�n� �w�o�~�d� be vastly superior. 

Dr. O'Regan and Dr. Ward left the meeting at t his ·stage. 
Dr. NcCa.rthy said he wondered if it ever struck any member of the 

Counoil 'What would happen if there were a bu:s accident invol ving 10 
to 12 ser i ous casualties. \'I i t h only two ambulaoces available the 
doctor 'Would have to sentence 8 peopl e to death. This bad not happened 
yet but it \le..:!! bound to happen. 

�~�~� said that. they had experi enced a number of air 
�d�i�s�a�s�t�e�r�~� in hie area, and they bad been able, within an hour, to 
.nobjliee the ambulances in. foUl' surrounding oounties t o deal 'With 
�c�a�~�u�a�l� ties. I t was 'Well known that thi s can be done when t he occa:si on 
demande it. No matter hoW' good an ambulanoe service wae it WlUJ a 
practical i mposaibili t y to provide for every oontingency. No matter 
where an accident occurs in this oountry it :should be possible to 
mobilise an ambulanoe i n a ahort time and he did not believe that a 
national :system wuld be any better than the exi:stlng local ones. 
There had been no �~�e�r�i �o �u�5� complai nts about l ack of ambulances where 
emergencies arose. 

Dre %-1cCarthy said that �h�~� "'ould give a speoif i c example of: a case 
whieh fortunately did �~�o�t� occur in thi s oountry but occurred in the 
West End ot London i n the year 1932 when a doctor 'Was forced by the 
inadequacy of the ambulanoe servicee to make a decision 'Whi oh cost 
:several people t heir lives. Ari sing from this iBciden' the 
English authorities reviewed and ilnpro·ved t heir ambulance:s. 

�~�:�F�:�l�.�D�m� sai d that 1.'1 his County they 'Were in t he po:sition that 
they eouldmobili"e several ambulances in a period of t'Jo hours. He 
felt that the :system whereby the ambul.ance was based on the hospital 
was the most r easonable one :1.0 t hat t be Matron could be prepared f or 
t he admission of patiente in addition to eending out the ambulance. The 
nati onal ambulance service would have to oontact the ho:spit·al ae well 
as de:spa.tching t he ambulances. 

Mr· 0 'Connell :said that �'�~�e� Comm1 ttee on ambulances had "WOrked out 
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zoning arra.r:gements whereby no ambulance would have to go further than 
ti-rant.y miles. He tel t they '\;jere not being unreason,'1ble in seeking 
a good ambulance service, a.3 it '.l"M a most iInport",nt part of' the 
health services and in this o::untry it was below stal'ldard. In his 
opinion we had the YOTst ambl.l.lanctl service in Europe.. Ct-.mtries of 
the :::ame size as ourselves and with approximately the same resources 
had far bett er ambulance services and they all had national szrvices. 
He did not contend that a national ambula.""lce service would have no 
troubles. '.i'hey'Would have troubles but i t seemed to him. to be 
the ideal to be aimed at. He felt that the Minister should be asked 
whether he vould be prepared to oonsider again the standard of 
ambulances in this country, to draw up a re·"ised specifi cation for 
them and to l et the Council see it. He would hope tha.t thb might 
be done before they went' out of office. 

The Council agreed that this sht.uld be done. 

�~� said that it was only fair to the Mi nister and to the 
County Managers to sa.y that the Council had not pinpointed any defects 
in the type of ambulances being used, in their recommendationB to 
the Mi ni st er. It seemed to him that the l ocal authorities' medical 
advisers were behind the times as far as the ambulance service5 'Were 
concerned .. 

Mr. OICoooell said that there was little point in consulting 
county surgeons in regard t o ambulances. This was a matter for experts 
and the Minister had ways and meane of seeking expert advice. 

�~� said that the Council ehould have been more specific in 
its recommendations. 

Dr . Shanley said t hat he f'el t tha.t the Council should now ask 
the Mi nister t o consider advising health authorities on the drawing up 
of a specificat i;)l1 for allbulances. 

&: !i;acke:Jl said tcat he considered that zoning under a national 
authority would not be a good thing. He felt that the hospital should 
contin.'J.e to have control of the ambulance and pointed out that the 
trouble arose as he had said trom the lack of a proper epecification 
and that County Managers oould not afford the time or the -expense 
of goi ng to Euro?8_ They were doing the best t hey could with the 
resouroes at their disposal. He agreed, however, that the Minister 
ahocld be asked to draw 14p e new speoification i n consultation �w�~�'�-�t�h� 

the Combined PU.l"chasing Section of the Department of Local Government. 

The Chairman pointed out that a decision had been taken on the 
matter and that discussion might therefbr'e" terminate. ' 

The Secretary r ead the follow i ng letter dated 29th June fron: 
the Department of Health in regard t o mentally deficient children:-

L.120/11. 29th Meithea,"" 1959. 

A Chara, 

I am directed by the Hi nister for Heal tb to refer to your 
letter of' 9th AprU ,,,lth which you enclosed copy of an extract 
from t.he mirlUtee of the meeting of the National Health COWloil 
held on 20th Maroh on the question of the eatablishment of a 
Consultative Council "Whose t erms of reference would r efer parti­
cularly to mentally def ective and maladjusted chil dren. 
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_ J:t �i�~� �n �o�~ �e �d� that. the discussion on 20th March \oras mainly 
centr.ed on the �p�r�~�b�l�e�m� of I!:entall y defec tive chilcL.-en, the shor­
tage of :suitable accommodation for them in institutionB and 
the great hardshi p involved particularl y f or the parente of t hose 
chH dren severely affected who are awaiting at'l!llission to Mental 
Detective HOI!les. On the accoIllIilOde.tion aspect it may be usef'ul 
�t �~� set out f or the inf ormat ion of t.he Council what has been, 
8.!ld i s being, done t o solve the problem. Br1eny the post tiOD 
121 that fi Clm a total of 1,150 beds available in HentaJ.. Defective 
Homes by the snd of the War the accommodation has been expanded 
to 2,2S7 bads.. Schemes on the point of completion will add 
240 bede. Bl!ild i ng plans are at an advanced stage for the 
prov ielon of an additional 117 beds at Cregg House, Sligo, ar.d 
90 beds at Delvin, �C�o �. �t�.�r�e �~�t�m�e �a�t�h �.� The �p�o�s�~�i�b �U�i� ty of using the 
former sanatoriW!l at Wocdlande, GaJ:way, and, later cr., Croom 
�H�o�~ �p �i�t�a�l �,� Co .. L1Clerick, aB mental defectiYe Homes i s under 
�c�o �r�~�s �i�d�e�r�a�t �i�o�n�.� From th1e it wil l be evident t ho.t the �p�r�o�v�i�s�i�~�:�n� 

of beds for mental defective chUdren has been actively pursued 
in the years fli nea the War. 

Apart from one institution, StE;l ' .. lart's HOZlpl tsl, Falmerotown, 
all of the �H�o�m�e�~� f or �} �~�n�t�a�1� Defectives are conducted by Orders 
of Brothers or Nun:!. The exacting l'l.El.ture ot the wor k, especially 
wi th sS"1erely affected children, calls for a high senee of 
vocation and the commun.ity i l5 greatly indebted t , the Orders 
which carry on this 'Work. The greet expansion in accommodation 
has, however, �~�l�a�c�e �d� a strain on the reflourcee in personnel 
ot these Orders and it hae been necessary t o investigate the 
po •• iblli t7 of getting additional help tram outside the coant,.,.. 
Successtnl approachee were made to the La Sasese8 Order who �~�a�v�8� 
established a HOme at Cregg House, Sligo, and who are undertaking 
a major building scheme there w1"th the aid ot a grant from the 
Hospitals Trust Fund. Negotiations with another Order are 
making satisfactol'Y progress. 

il l that has been done in reoent years has been achieved 
thro:J.gh the moet cordial co-operation and agraement between 
t hese voluntary bodies working in the field and the Department, 
a.'Yd. there has !lO O; been any suggestion that w at has been or 115 
being: done is on t he u::"'''>:lg IL.ea. It i s not clear, therefore, 
that a COlltlultative Council establi shed at t.,."iz ctaga -would 
pruduce useful result s either i n suggesting a cha.?J.ge of direction 
in policy or b;{ the �~�i�i�:�l �g� avail able of more personnel or !!lOre 
funds. At So l ate!'" stage it will be desirable t o check on t hG 
numbers �~�t�i�l �l� t ; be catered for and it is, of' course, essent ial 
to be on the l ook out constantly f or new solutions as an 
alternative to Vlhol e-ti.oe i nstitutional care. Schemes r ecently 
i..":!.t:::-oduced 1.1.:lder V'ol 'J.:.1.tary auspices i n Waterford and Cork for 
the day- time care ot oontal defeotives are being f oll owed with 
great i nterest and i t is hoped that they will provide valuable 
help i n 'the solut i on ef the problet:l in urban areas. 

I t is noted tha. t t he Council also had in mind the problem 
of emotionally disturbed children. 4 ful l y staffed clinic t o deal 
with :such. oases ha:!! been conducted under the aUBpices of the 
Order of st. John of God in Rathgar, Dublin over the past feu 
yeare. Mmy ef the ini tial diffi culties attendant on the 
establishment of this new eervi ce have been overcome but it 1s 
fel t that more experience should be gained of the operation of' the 
.:service before the question of any general extension to the rest 
ot the count ry i s considered. A voluntary �o�r�g�a�n�i�~�a�t �l�o�n� in Cork 
is considering the establiehment of a service there.. Psychiatric 
cli nics tor children �s�.�l�~� conducted in t he Dublin children':!! 
hospitals. 
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The general quest ion of rehabilitation and tha disabled 
has been under i.!tvestigatioD. by the Natior;.al Organisation for 
Rehabili ta.tion, a broadly based and 'Widely representat i ve body 
:set up specially t.J c OJ!sider tha matter. The handli..tJ.g of 
mentally defective children i s within the scope of the r U .. -'wtions 
of the Organisati on wh:'ch has already aade certain i.::lterim 
�r�e �c�a�~�'�U�e�n�d �a�. �t �i�o�n�s� t c; t he Uinister on th.e t raining of mental detecti ves. 
These recocInendations a.:r-e tlllder consideration in t.!le Department 
a:s portion of the wi der issue .. 

Tbe l1ini$tcr 'L1"11sts that , on the ba.sis of t he foregoing 
inforlDht i or .. , t,i.e Council will agree thut it is not cpportune 
at this j uncture t o �~ �e�t� Llp a ConsultativE) Cou.."1cil b r ela.tion 
tc. mentally deficient and maladjusted chil dren. 

V.&!s e, l e meas, 

(Sgd) . P .. 0 MUiread.!laigh. n 

Mr . Doher ty sai d that tJ'le infor mation given in. the l etter 
was not up t o date. Recent publications of speeches by the Mini ster in 
the Dail indicated that difficulti es whieh would call a halt t o these 
plans had arisen. He fel t that it was unreasonable that the 
National Health Council should not have been told this and given the 
full facts. He va.:s avare that the problem i.-''l the treatment was not 
that of shortage ot personnel but a :shortage of accommodation. He 
still felt that the National Healt h CounCil should endeavour t o 
ascertain t he tacts f'or i tself by setti ng up a Commission or �S �u �~� 

Commi ttee t ::> consider the problem of treatment of' mentally defective 
ohildren. They were aware that the problem as r epresented by mere 
etatlstics did not gi ve a f'ull picture of the position. 

Mt. il\O..d Sir Antheny E!monde said that he had �8�p�o�k�e�.�E�:�-�l�~� this problem 
. 'before. Brothers of St. John of God 98:9: �8�:�~�e�R�e�;�i� k&m ea indicated 

tU4Cwnc.a- 0 m at their problems arose from the fact that vhen children go 
�) �~� into mental detective i nstitutions t hey are there for good. There i s 
�}�I�o�\�.�~� no question of dbchargir..g them, out if the Brothers could get 
�~� I buildings with farms atte.ahed they could help to cater for the older 
. / d_' �p�a�.�t�i �e �n�t�~� by making them somev.hat "elf- supporting. 

if/>" Dr . Shanley said t hat he agreed that the lack of accommodation 
vas the f undamental difficulty. 

Sir An.th.ony Eamonde said that he understood the problem to be 
Uilder oonsideration by the National Orga.'1.ieation for Rehabilitation. 

Mr. �~�'�l�a�o�k�e �n� said t hat that Organisation seemed to him t o be an 
ideal body t o consider this matter as they had done very admirable work 
i n the rehabilitati on of the tuberculous in Dublin and Cork . 

Sir AnthoM Esmonde enquired , .. .'hether i t was possible that they 
ootild do this as Hel l and l'g. Macken indicated that he thought they were 
very �~�u�i�t�e�d� to the work by reason of their experience. 

The ChairiAAt""' said he thought that Mr .. Macken was under a mis­
undeZ'standing i n ::-egard to the reference in the Minister1s letter to t he 
National Or gani3ation for Rehabil itation. Tbis Organisation was an 
advieory Committee set up by the Minister and not a vol untary organisation 
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responsible fer the placing of disabled personfl in emploYlllent. 

He himself had recantly hec;;..rd an expert On t his subject 
reading a paper, the gist of vhich vas that these children were 
i ncurable even if' they 'Here t aken in time. The experts 'WOuld be 
Dati5fied if they succeeded i n getting one per cent ot lilental 
defectives t<o the stage yl here they w"Quld be able to l ook after them­
selves. 

�~�3�a�i�d� t hat it seemed to him that the only solution 
to the -whola problem was to provide e. ser ies of homes for these 
patients so that they could be transferred fr om one t o the other 
as t hey gre"J up. The pr oblem wa3 how they could care tor them 
with the least possible staff. 

Sir Anthonv ES!llonde s'aid that the Brothers of St. John of 
God had expres:!ed the view that if they could p\L"l'"C hase .!arrtl8 f or 
the:se patient! they could mana.ge wi th the minimum of cost a.'"l.d 
etaff. 

�~� said he had never fel t happy about the employment 
of ment.al hospital patientL' on farms. There wa:!l a. limit to wha.t 
they could produce .. 

Sir Anthony ESl!\onde !laid that the National Health Council 
would be vl.!le in getting the advice of the experts before pro­
oeeding further. 

�~�l�r�t� Macken said t hat he V8.:S very hopeful about r ehabilitatioIl. 
He had :seen shel t ared workshops on the continent iIi which physically 
and mentally ha.."ldicappei person! 'Wcre making electrical ll.'rli ts a'"ld 
�i�;�o�y�~�.� Similar work was being done by the body to which he had 
!'eferred earlier, in I reland: and he f elt that rehabilitation to be 
done properly :should be done on a commercial basis .. 

�~� said that the work of rehabilitation was made easier 
i n count ries in vhioh t here \(8$ full employment but that it vas 
dirricul t to envisage i ts 5UC.ceslS in a country :such as ours in which 
the Unio:ls could rea.:!lonably obj ect to disabled persons being 
employed 'When there 'Wer e able-bodied persons lUlemployed. 

�~� I! aid t hat the t raining or handicapped persons to 
take e. useful place in soc1ety lo."aS an essential function of every 
r ehabilitation organisation" Generally speaking, he thought tlult the 
Union:s vould now take a breader view. . 

Or .. Brmme said hs thought that Hr. Macken had menti oned a most 
important point., The f act that there were 90,000 able-bodied 
unemployed L"l the ccu..'"J.try meant that employers \o1ould choose one of 
these in preference t o a disabled person. The facts were that we 
would be training di sabled person, for export. 

�~� said that not ... "1thstanding this fact the trai.ci.ng 
or di sabled persons in the Li merick area had been a succeas and a 
considerable num!Jer of t hese persons had been placed i n employment 
wit hout objection f rom the Unions. 

The Chairman said that the Council had t o decide what action 
vould be taken on the Minister1s letter. 

l'tr .. Doherty suggested that the Council should take steps to 
invite t he Brother! of St. John of God to send �r�e�p�r�e�s�e�n �t�a�t�i �v�e�~� to a 
meeting of the COUllCil t:) give their vie\ol's. 
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Sir Anthony Esmonde agreed nth t..l:tis prOP03a1.. The St" John 
of God community IJas V81'Y worried at �t�.�.�~�e� situatior. and had asked 
him b raise the question wit h t..l:le Council. 

Dr <> BrOWlS .said that emotionally distorbed children should be 
consid.ered as part of the problem. The exper ience of the Brothers 
ef St .. John of God i n t heir clinic at Rathgar would prove 
in':aluable in �t �h�~�s� connection .. 

�~�~� t!:::.ought �t�. �h �~�t� it would be a goed idea to invite the 
medical dir ector" 

VIg Dohertv said it might be beat for the Council to accept 
whoev Glr' vas nomi m::t ed by t he Brothers .. 

It t.j'ee agreed t o i n-v it e the Brothere ot St .. John or God to 
nOIliina1:e r epresentat ives to discuss wit h the Council the problems 
{".:mcerning :nentall y- dei'ective and emoti onall y dist urbed children. 

3.. Report 0'" Specialist Services �C�o�m�m�.�i�t�t�~�9�;� 

the �m�!�;�~�r�~�:�~�:�t�~�m�~�~�~�~�d� �t�~�;�t�~�:� �i�~�~�3 �~ �m�~�~�~�~�~�~�~�e�~�~�~�;�i�~�:�t�~�:�r�~�f�.� 
vere a number of matters whioh would require elaboration by the 
Society before the Com.;rnit,tee would be in a. �.�p�o�~�i�t�i�o�n� t o make any 
recommendations to the �C �O�~�'�l �c�i�l� on the memorandum. 'rhe Committee 
considered i t desirable that the Society should be asked to submit. 
to the Committee in writir...g any concrete �p�r�o�p�o �s �a�l�~� they had for 
�a�l�t�e�r�a�t�1�o�n�~� in. the existir.g cardiological servioes and any stati stics 
in their posses:don. They should also be ae:ked to appoint fo ur 
representatlvee: who would di:!CIlBS the whol e quest ion of cardiologioal 
services with the Committee at a mee+'ing 8 0 a...-ranged that the memb3rs 
of the Commi tte9 'W'ould have an opportunl ty of first I!Itudying the further 
proposaJ.! ot the Socie'ty. 

MI't O'Co:;'''''.811 said t hat he felt i t deSirable t hat the Com.m.ittee 
:!hould meet the members of the Cardiac Society. 

The �C�o�m�m�i �t�t �e�e �'�~� proposal:! were approved. 

The Chairman :said that he was raising, vi th reluctance, a 
matter arising from the supply ef medicines to holders of medical 
services card:!. He had rsceived representations from two people 
to the etfect that t hey had been directed by Dispensary Medical 
Officers in the Dublin area to purchase the medj eines which they bad 
prescr i bed, but Hhich "Ware not available in the DlspGtJ.:!lary. He was 
raising the matt er to XnO\" whether it was a general practiceo 

Nr, Ccstello said that with due respect to the Chairman he 
:round it hard to beli eve the complaint and certainly did not consider 
i t t o be a general practice. The arrangements in Dublin ",ere that 
t he Pharmacist at the Dispensary oompou!lded the prescriptions and he 
could �~�e�n�d� for any medioines which he had not in stock. He .... as 
conversant v i th the post tion and ",ould be surprised if any pha.rma.eist 
took tt.e stepa 1fh1ch tha Chairman had outlined,," 

The Chairn:a...""l said that he was �~�o�r�r�y� that Dr . OIRegan (who had 
lef t the meeti ng earli er) �v�a�.�~� not present. as he had wanted to raise 
the matter ",1 t h him" 
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tA'.r" rJfacken said t !:;.,;;. t he had invest.igated many complaints 
of t hi s nature during hil3 �~�a�r�e�2�r �.� He had t'OI4!lQ. that in mar..y 
cases the facts had been grossly axagge!"at s6. or that the �p�o�r �s�o �n �~� 

concerned had r efused t o �a�c �~ �c�~ �. �J �t� a. �p�u�·�t�: �.�.�I �~�c�l�a�r� hl':'and er drug even 
though i t �o�o�r�r �e�~�p�o �r�.�d�e�d� to ths �~�~� preserib-ad, �~�s� i.n the ease 
of different kinds of aspirin .. He thought th.a.t in thE. present 
case ther e might b€i l i t.tle 3u0st8..nOa in the cO!!lpl air:t.s and. he 
suggested that the Chail""ma.l':. might ! eek more det aili3 from the people 
concerned.. He did not + ... �~�~�.�:�:�-�"�k� there could be any �a�X�>�! �u�. �~�6� on the 
part of the chemist a ': �t�~�:�.�. �e� dispen!3hl',f t or not b.a"'i'ing ·t,.i.e drugs in 
�~�t �o�c �k�o� 

:Hr, �F�l�v�~�!� sai d -t,ha;.; t here c::::J.d b"3 no excuse fer a:ny medical 
�p�r�~�t �i� "tione!" refusing t;::. p:;:'ovide medicines for medical card holders. 

�P�~�l�m�:�:�:� �~ �t�i�d� �~�~� 1:.9 did not think t.bat the dcctor was 
i::lvol-:.,>ed in this cas€:., '?"he practice i:1 z)ublir: "!Has J;::,o have a 
c.hemist in �~�: �t �t�.�8�.�u�d�.�a�n �c �e� f..t the Dis:pen;3ary and i t W8.5 he TJho .... ras 
:-espcnei"ble. ::re f el t s!.":"7e that if the oomplaint haG. b6el'! �~�:�:�l�r�o �u�g�h�t� 

to the notice of t!l.e �d �~�t�o�r�- in the present oa;:;s t he �p�a�t�i�e�i�:�. �~�:�;� wonld 
have been �a�.�~�s�U�!�'�a�d� of �g�e �t �t �i�~ �g� t he drugl"S or, medicinee p!'£seri.bed. 

ll;:,-.liack""!l said that �p�.�.�.�.�"�"�'�O�h�l�~ �:�u�s� often ari se wher8 �p�r�i�v�~�t�e� 

prqctlt:tonsrs prescri be f er medical card �h�0�1�d �~ �r�a �.� �S�o �m�~�t�i�i�J�.�e�~� the 
�p�r�a�~�c�r�i�p �t�i�o�n� !tight refer to &. dr-1l6 which was �~�v�a�i�:�a�h�l�. �$� 01' �o�b�t�a�.�i�L �~� 

able i n different forms .. 

The Chairman said t hat ne was not referring to cases ef �t�h�~�. �t� 

nature in the present, �i�r�~�~�t�. �a �:�n�c�e� .. 

�~�.�J�i� said that the CompoWlder was u... .. der the supervision 
of the Dispensary Doctor .. 

Mr. Ccstello said that he "'·11S shocked to hear t his complaint 
and he thought that the chemiet in question was l eaving �h�i�!�l�l �~ �e�l �t� 

open t o �s�u�~�p�e �.�l�l �t�'�l�i �o �n� as tt.e Isw "lJCl.-S very defi !:dte in the matter .. 

Ora l-i,9Ga!"thy �~�a�i �d� �~�h�a�.�t� it might happen that a private 
practi t ioner .... "'Ould prescribe to!' a medical card holder \Jho would 
then try tc get t he medi"ine !rOD the dispensary.. I f the 
d1spen!ary doctor did not �:�:�1�O�r�-�~�1�7� preecribe the medicine himself' 
he 'Would not have i t io. �l�'�3�t�o�c�k �~� 

He ..... onderad ;....ny, with nle experience as a Councillor, the 
Chairman had not had -:'he I!lE..tte1'" L.'"'..v8st1gated bJ . the local authority. 

The Chail"!l:S..."'l said t.e had decided to raise i t wi th the Council 
t c get any available l:.formation about a:n:j such practices. 

Hr . Coste11:? s.aid that he vished to .r aise a. smal l point i n 
regar d to the r ecant announcement of the i ntroducticn of a duty 
on im.ported oediei:la.l tablet:s �~� He did not· v isb. to ' be: taken �a �~� 

being in SI"..y way c:.;:o':' tical ot the intr oduction of the duty u He 
himself had &.lus.ye felt th&t �I �r�i�~�h� industry Bhould ba supported. 
He made i t clear that these Gases had nothing to do • .... ith the supply 
0:' Cledicir:as under Sect ion 14 of the Real th Act. What he "Wi shed 
t ;) br ing cut was t hat i:1 the �~�a�s�e� of certain drUg3 a number of 
preparatio:c.s were available and that doctor s had preference::! f or a 
particular one, perhaps because t.hey had t ri ed ot hers a..11d fOU:l.d 
t.ham unsat isfactory. If they continued to or-der t hem and they 
were i rcported ;,;ith 50% duty on t hem the public 'Jould be paying 
very much more than at present& �H�i�~� point r eh.ted particuis.rly 

t o preparati ons of the Reserpine, Theobromine ai1:l Oes·troDo 
group.. He hoped that i f the D$p&J"1>m.ent ef Health were 
con15ulted in the matter of granting li cences they vocl.d in 
the early 15t a.ge:s allow a certain latitude i n the .importation 
duty free, of cer tain of t hese preparations i n tablet form 
although a �~�o�m �e �"�W�"�h �e�.�t� sla!ilStr preparation rna,y be manufactured 
in this country 0 

Too r igid an interpretation i.!: +..h.e change-over 5tages 
could cause 8hortagstl of eseential �d�r�u�g�~ �'� • 
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Pr, McCythy1e personal vie., was that it 'Was a hit too 
soon to draw �c �o�~�)�. �c�l�u�e�:�i�o�n�s� about this matter. He assumed that the 
Irieh firms could produce �t�.�.�~�e� drug!! covered by the order as 
efficiently as any other firms and Wltil thi s was disproved 
it would be premature for the medical profes5ion to issue any 
statement about the mat ter. 

Mr. 0'00ooe11 said that he presumed that the Departmeut of 
Health had been consulted and if so he was at a loss t o under­
stand \thy the Nati onal Healt h Council should not have been 
afforded the chance to consider the matter. 

Dr. ouinlan felt that the l egi slation would have a serious 
effect as the great majority of drugs used wo:uJ.d have to be 
imported u.."lder licence. 

�~� agreed that the National Health Council should 
have been consulted. Difficulty in the matter would arise from 
the fact t hat the public would be requir ed to pay extra f or the 
foreign produced tablets and that in add1tion to the i ncr ease in 
the cost of the local health eervices there wuld be i ncrea.sed 
defici ts in the running or VOluntary hoepitals. 

Hr . �O�~�C�o�n�n�e�l �1� said that it 'W'aJJ unfortunate that there was 
no bureau of >'tandards for drugs produced in this country. The 
Therapeutic Substances Act applied only to imports from other 
countries. 

Mr. Costello said that he did not '-lieh to be taken as 
criticising any body or group but he thought that t he Department 
might be asked t o be lenient in the matter of granting licences. 
He could forsee a lot ot emharra.88ing situations in regard to 
the granting of licences tor drugs which had been prescribed for 
yeare under a trade name. There 'WOuld be hardebip on many 
household budgets in view of the import duty i mpoeed under the 
order. 

Aft er eome further diecusslon it was decided that a let ter 
should issue to t he Department of Health referring to the order 
and asking for a li::!t of the medicinal tablets etc., 
manufactured i n �t�h�. �i�~� country. 

Date of next meeting. 

The date of the next IDeeting was fixed for Friday 13th. 
November, 1959 a.t 3.30 p.m. 

The meeting concl uded at 5.50 p.m. 

CM. 



COMIDET.TIAL UNTIL CONFIRMED 

NATIONAL 1jEALTl! COUNCIL 

Minutes ot Meeting held at 3'30 p, m. on Friday 13th Noyemb,r. 1959 

at Arp,s Wc Dhiarmada' Dublin 

The members pre$ent W'ere:-

E.S. 0 Braoin, llasal (Chairman); 
Dr. NoC. Browns, T.D.; 
Dr. D. Connolly; 
Professor J.F e Cunningham; 
Miss A.W. Doherty; 
J. Donerty, Esq.; 
Dr. J. Dunnej 
Sir Anthony 0; ESl1lOnde Bt., T.Il.; 
J. Flynn, Esq.; 
�D�~� Gallivan, Esq.; 
Alderman M.J. McGuinness; 
M. Hacken, Esq.; 
M .. Moynihan, Esq; 
Mro T .. C.JQ OIConnell; 
Dr . J.B'e. OIReganj 
Miss K.F. Russell; 
Dr.J.P. Shanley; 
Senator P.J. Teehan; 
Dr. F.C. Ward. ,M. .... �~� 

Jtpologies for inability to attend lIors received from Mr. Costello, Dr. 
McCarthy, Dr .. lliFeely and Dr. Quinlan. A 

1. Minutes of Previous Meetipg 

The chairWfu said that the followiDg amendments to the minutes 
as circulated had been suggested: 

On page 11, line 29 amend liThe Brothers ot St. John ot God had 
approached him and indicated" to read IIHa had disqusssd the 
matter with the Brothers ot st. John of God who indicated". On 
page 14, linea 52-56 amend "His point related particularly to •••• 
in this country" to r ead nHis point related particularly to 
preparations et the Reserpine,9 Theobromine and Oestrone Group_ He 
hoped that if the Depart:nent of Health were consulted in the matter 
ot granting licences they 'Would in the early stages allow a certain 
latitude in the importatiO:n, duty free, of certain of these pre­
parations in t ablet form although 8. somewhat similar preparation 7ft4Y' 
be manufactured in this country. 

roo rigid an interpretation in the change-over stages could 
Cause Short!lg;es o.t· essential drugs" 

The minutes as so amended vere approved and aigne4_ 

Arising out at the minutes, Mr. Q' Con.'1.ell read the following letter 
trom a dcctor in North Co. Dublin whom he namedz-

"Dear Sir$' 

I would li ke your views ot the following poei t1on:-

As a private practitioner in North County Dublin there 
is no provision \rIha tever t9r the supply of ambulances for 
patients in the so-call ed l over income group, except at course 
to a dispensary doctor. This I believe is the only" place in 
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�I�r�e�~�a�n�d� where �s�u �~�h� conditions exist. In Dublin Ci ty you 
J:!lB.'" �c�~�l� the ,Fire �B�r�i�g�a�d�~ �. �A�m�b�u�l�i�t�U�l�c�e�.� In the other counties 
�p�r�i�v�a�~�e� �p�r�~ �c �t�i�t�i�o�n �e�r �s� can call the County Ambulance but 
v.ntortunately in North �C�o�u�r�~�t�y� Dublin these facilities do not 
�~�x�i�s�t �.� I have wri t ten to the County Council on several 
occasions but they keep avoiding the issue and so t ar have not 
pl1t it in wri t ing that they wil l not provide an ambulance but 
hilLv e written to the Ambulance Service saying they will :lot 
�~�'�"�C�e�p�t� responsibility [or ambulances ordered by a private 
practitioner or by the patients concerned. On a number ot 
occasions I have had to p.931" for the ambulance myself rather 
than risk the lite of a patiento I r egret having to bother 
you when you are so busy with the Association but 1 am sure 
you will appreciate nw dif!ioultyrr . 

lire Q' Connel l said t hat hiS Association had taken the matter up with 
the County Counoi l but had got no eatisra,ctlon.. He felt that the National 
Health Counoil should bring t his matter to the notioe of the Minister tor 
Health with a suggestion that an enquiry should be made into the ambul8Jlce 
services for Seotion 1.4 oases in North County Dublin. 

�~� suggest ed that t 3e body to whom the lett er 'Was ... rri t ten should 
take the matter up with ·the Minis tel'. 

Mr, Q'Connell said th2.t t hey had had the experience of not getting 
answers from the }unister on matters or t his kind.. It had. been taken up 
vith the local aut hority cn f our occasions but no satistaction had been got. 

In reply to Sir Anthony Es:nonde �f�u�:�:�.�a�.�.�. �~� said that the position 
to which he had referred applied only to North .County Dublin. As far as he 
knew most other couut ies were r easonabl e in this respeot . In his opinion 
the posl tion in North County Dubl in s,sould not be tolerat ed. Ee r ealised that 
the local authority could not be rorced to supply an ambulance as they vere 
not required by laW' to provi de a::l ambulance service. He felt, however, 
that if they did provide a ser vi ce i t should. be a.vailable for Sec tion 14 
cases no matter what other cases were provided for. 

Sir Mthopy Esmonde said that so far as he knew in other areas the 
PJ8it10n was satl"sfactory. 

Hr, Q1CDnnell said t hat i n Dublin County the Section 14 patient 
could not get an ambulance UI'J.ess it was called by t he dispensary doctor. 
If such patients are seen by a private practitioner they lQse their rights 
under t he Health Aots.. It' it was not the intention to provide a general. 
ambulance sendoe i n the oounty, ambulanoes should at least be provided f or 
the l over i ncome group patients who could not aftord to p83'" tor private 
ambulances" 

In reply to an enquiry from the Cha.i.rma.n Mr • . O'Connell said that as 
fa:r as he was aware this position was peculiar to North Dublin. In most 
counti es ambulances are at the service of all groups no matter what type 
of doctor attends the patientso He pointed out that Section 14 caSeS had 
a choice of dootor for .I!lB.ternity. lf' a \lOmaIl in thi s gI'OUp were attending a 
gener al practitioner during p..-egnanoy and had a haemorrhageshe would in 
North Coo Dublin lose her entitlement tb an ambulance • . The Minister could 
not t orce t he local authorit ies to provide an ambulance but he thougnt that 
the National Health Council should bring the matter to the notice of the 
Mini ster, ask tor his oomments and whether local authorities could be 
advised t o provide ambulanoes f or Section 14 oases. They might perhaps, 
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recommend to the MiDis t er to take authority to make it manda tcry on local. 
authorities to provide ambulances .. The Health A.et provides certain minimum 
standards in the health services.. Tae position in North County Dublin vas 
tar removed trom soon standards. 

Senator Teehan said that the position regarding ambulances in Co.Dublin 
would not be tolerat ed i n his area .. 

Alderma.11 M.""Guinnes§ said that he did not think it would be reasonable 
to ask that reguletione should be made to cover one particular case. 

!-ire O' Gonnell said that i t was not a reference t o one· particular case 
but to a -whole area, namely, North County DUhlino 

Alderman McGuirlness felt t hat the attention ot the County Council sbould 
be cb:'a'Wn t o the regllations., 

Messrs"Macken and Fiynn arr ived at this point and Mr. O'Connell reiterated 
tor their benefi't ;ohe mat ter u,,"'lder discussion. 

�~� said that. he did not f eel disp:tsed to comment on partiCular 
arrangements in Dublin County but, in general, his opinion was that the f act 
that a section 14 case attended a private practitioner should not debar him 
from the other servieas t o �\�l �h�i �o�:�~� he was entitled. 

Mr. Mackeng �w�i �t �h�o�~�t� prejudice to the part icular case under discussion, 
agreed with his view and added that in Limerick City a private practitioner 
was never refused t he services of an ambulanoao The only problem which arose 
in the Limerick area ;.Ias that ot people comi ng from outside the area but in 
his experience i t hed not been the prac-tica to refuse an ambula.'lce even in 
those cases particularly where the circumstances '"ere urgent. Re said that 
it seemed likely that there was some misunderstanding in the North County 
Dublin area.. Several discussions had taken place in respect ot similar 
instances in other areas and the position generally, he thought, had been 
clarified .. 

Alderman }pGuinness enquired whether the ambulance re!errad to in the 
letter read by Mr. OI CoIl!lel l was required to take the patient to a private 
nurs i ng home 0 

Mr. orConnell said that the letter referred to Section 14 cases. It was 
not likely that these would be going to nursing homes. 

�~� said that it seemed to him that there were two questions 
involved in the lettero There was the question of whether the Dublin County 
Council provided an ambulance service and secondly the question of the 
availability of a private ambulance organisation to Section 14 eases. 

Hr! Macken said that it seemed logical to assume that ther' mlTst be a 
private ambulance organisation involved it the doctor had to, pay for an 
ambulance out of his own �p�o�c�k�e�t �~� 

Mr . OtConnel J., said that t he matter was really very simple. The fact was 
that the Dublin County Council would not �s�~�p�p�1�y� an ambulance in the case re­
terred to. The Council had been written t o on sever al occasions but had not 
replied. 

Ald s �~�.�c�G�u�1�r�.�n�e�8�~� aa.id tha t �~�a� type ot institution to which the patient 
vas being brought had an important bearing OD this matter .. 

�~ �t �C�o�n�n �. �e�l�l� said that he thought the National Health Council should t ake 
cognisance or the poai tionQ There was evidence here of a health service breaking 
down. 
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Ald. l:1cGuinness said that t he National Health Council should not have to 
investigate isolated cases of this nature. 

�~� sai d that it was not clear what was requ..1red, er whether in 
fact a private ambulance service i s involved. 

Mr. O'CoAAell said it appeared that the doctor wanted to hire a private 
ambulance because it vas not possible for him as a private practitioner 
treating a Section 14 case to avail ot the county service. He thought that 
the complairlt should be all the more seriously considered because 1 t was not 
anonymous. 

�~� felt that the Council was not in a position to do anyth1n.g, 
except to refer the matter to t he Minister and ask for hie comments. 

Mr. QIConnel1 said that vas all that he required. 

�~� said that he wished t o knoW' why the body to whom the lett&l' was 
written could not take it up direct with the Minister for Health. Be said 
it seemed to him to be more appropriate that this should be done. He thought 
that the work of the National Health Council would be seriously intertend 
\lith it t hey entertained individual complaints. 

The Chairman said that he agreed that the Council should not deal 
\lith isolated cases. He considered, however, t hat the letter disclosed an 
anomalous situation which existed in a particular area i.e. North County 
Dablin. He telt that the matter might be brought to the attention of the 
Minister, \lha could be asked to investigate the matter and let the Council 
know \!hat the position was. 

�~� said that the best way to deal vith �t�h�i�a �~� matter was to take 
it up 111 th the publiC representatives, namely the Dublin CountY' Council 
and the Dail Deputies tor the area. 

Mr. Ql e9Mell said that this would not be effective. 

Ald rtGnjoness said that the C9uncil should not go 9ver the heads of 
the elected representatives of the people. 

Senator Teehan agreed. 

Mr" Ql eannel l said that they had pointed out to the local authority­
hoW' the service was breaking do'WIl hut they had got nO answer. There vu 
evidence in this matter that the Dublin County CouncU were not JIlI .OVid1ng 
proper serviCes for the l ower income group. 

Ald l'tCGuinness said that the matter should be brought to the notice 
of the public representatives in the first instance before beini' considered 
by the National Health Counoil. He did not see that the matter WaB urgent, 
however. 

�~� said that isolated oases could not be taken as proving that 
the ambulance services in a particular area. were breald..ng down. 

Sir Anthony Esmonde said that he thought that it was merely Mr. OtConnellte 
intention to have the matter embodied in the minutes so that it could be draw 
to the Minister1s attention. 
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�~� said that he was in agreement with the suggestion tha't the 
complaint should be brought direct to the attention of public representatives. 

Uter some further discuasion the following resolution, proposed by 
Mr. OIConnell and seconded by �~�,� was passed. 

That the Council request the Minister for Health to ensure where a. 
Section 14 case requires the services of an ambulance it should be made 
available 'Whether the person has availed of the services of the district 
medical officer or oot .. 

3. Discussion on Mentally Handicapped and Emotionally Disturbed Children 

The Phai.rma.n suggested that if' the members were agreeable they 
might see Brother Vincent, PrOVincial of the liospitaller Order of tbe Brothers 
of St. John of God who was waiting to attend the meeting. This would involve 
taking Item 3 of tha Agenqa before Item 2. 

This was agreedo 

The Chairman then introduced Brother Vincent, Brother Provincial ot 
the Order of st. John ot God. 

Sir AnthoM Esmonde said he '"WOuld like first to express his deep 
appreciation of the work being done by the �O�r�d�e�r�~� in dealing with an aoute 
problem under very difficult circumstanoes. He understood that two at 
their major problems Vera insufficient accommodation and a shortage ot 
recruits to t he Or der. The informatlonathis disp:::lsal suggested that there 
were over 20.,000 mental defective ohildren in this country. There were 
thousands awaiting admission to institutions. The main 
problem in respect of these unfortunate ohildren was that oz· getting them 
into institutions at a suffioiently early age. Another difficulty was that 
they were not like other oases which oould be completely cured and dis­
oharged; the Brothers found that they had to retain many ot these children 
in institu·tions after they had reached adult age. He ..tel.t....sure _that Brother 

�~�~�~�n�!�o�:�r�-�~� �~�t�a�~�:�i�!�~�s�!�!�=�e� �t�~�h�:�e� �a�c�~�~�c�~� �~�t�~�~�:�a�;�i�~�~�l�;�b�e�~�e�t�~�~�e�m� 

Brother Vinoent thanked Sir Anthony and the members ot the National 
Health Council and said that he would do his best to supply BJlY intormatlon 
,sought by the �C�o�u�n�c�i�l�~� The figures he would quote were those submitted 
to the Minister by the National Organisation for Rehabilitation. It WaB 

estimated that there vere 24,000 mentally defective and subnormal �c�h�~�l�d�r�e�n� 

in the country" Ot these there were about 2,700 in institutions at present 
but about 5,000 more both male and f .ewe would probably need institutional 
treatment. The remainder, apprOximately 17,000 were eduoationally sub­
normal who could. �~ �.� �d�,�e �_�a�l�,�~� with in special sohools if. these were available. 

In reply to questions from Mr. Q'Connell, Bro.Vineent said it seemed 
to him neoessary to provide institutional accommodation tor the 5,000 who 
require ito Trained nurses were in short supply but a course tor them, 
in whioh 12 persons were participating, had recently been started. Most 
of the accommodation :tor mental detectives had been provided by the state. 

Sir· Anthonv Esmonde asked whether there was an extensive waiting list 
for the i..'lstltut1ons administered by the Order. 

Brother Vincent. said that there were several thousand on their vaiting 
list, children who " .. ere aged 5 to 10 at the time ot application. . 
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If they could not be got into an i..""lstitution within e. year or VvlO 

they could �b�~� -..r.r-i t.ten off t he lists" They would then probably find 
their way to m.ental hoa,it sls and GCQ?J.ty Homes,. or were a source ot 
trouble to pare:l'ts and ot..i.er members of the f amily at homs,. 

Brother Yipcgn+, ir. r eply to Dro Sha.nley, said that in �S�t�.�A �u �~�t�W�s�B�l�a�c�.�k�r�o�c�k� 

50 per �C�t�;�:�:�U�"�t�~� ot '[.ne ohildren return to their homes.. In \.ielbridge they 
dealt with middle grade mental dei"ectiv9S whom it was diff i cult to 
return homso If there were no cutlets ror these, say in c.coupational 
centres, there \lould be no turnover of patients.. In Drumcar the boys 
were l ow grade mental defectives and ther e was very litt l e prospect of 
getting them tclten home" 

Ori Shan'ey said that he was fully conversant with the diff iculties 
experiellCisd by the O'!'der as he had the sam'3 experi ence himself' in 
connection '.dth Baldoyle Hospite.l p and to a. lesser extent with CaI?pagh. 

Brother Vincent saidp ansfJerir..g a question from the Chairoan �,�t�h �a �~� 

he thought the r emaining 17,000 might be desoribed as slow learners tor 
whom the Depar'i:;msnt of Educati on would be responsible. The Departments of 
Health and Eduoation should, he fel t p share responsibility ror the 
different gxades .. 

SiJ: AnthonI E.;.rgQnde enquired whether the Brother provincial could 
say what prohlem.e could be andlsd by the Or der a'1d with what staff 
if t he position erose in which they 'Wer e p!"ovided with sufficient beds. 

�~�~� said t hat his �O�r �d �e �~� were not prepa.!'ed to t.e.ckle 
allY ,additional w:'k e.s they ",ere at present strained t o tha utffiO st 
to cope wi th ..... het ·they �h�a�.�d �~� He thoWsht tha:r, the State wou.1.d) with the 
assistance 01: lay niU'ses ) have to deal .... �~ �t�h� the problem a.s a. whole. 

�~� Mked. it B:-other Vincent could gi ve a break down of 
the 2,700 children in insti tutione into the different grades. 

�~�L�l�!�n�.�g� . .u.S: 58.id that ha could speak only in respect ot his 
own Order i 

In �S�t �~� Augustine i s they hs.d 22:1 higher grade mental defectives 
vith 8.!1 L Q. of between 50 a..."1d 80, in Calbrldge, 200 middle grade 
mental detectives with an I.Q. of betvsen 30 and 50 and, in 
�D�r�u�m�c�a�.�r �~� 340 lower grade mental detectives with an I.Q. between 
5 a..id 35" With proper training these could be brought to 
a rnaximu;n capael tyo In Drumcar for example they had reached the 
stage at whioh they could make paper bags , clothes bangers 
a.."'1d look after the making of �t�.�.�~�e�i�r� O'WIl beds. The }X:Isitio n would 
be bat ter if there were more trained staff available. 

He thought t J:"i..at. about 1 nurse to 5 patients would be desirabl:eo 

�~� explained that what he had in mind '.iaa the possibilit y 
of some menteJ. detectives being catered for in local authority district 
institutions. 

,_ �~�£� pain'bed out that the W'ailOinR list figures given by 
Bra. Vincent rui gt:t. be �o�v�e�r�e�~�t�i�m�a �t�e�d� as owi...'l8 to t he shor tage et beds, 
�h�~�a�l�t�h� authorit ies had adopted the expedient of circularising the 
various orders when they were seeking the admission of one patient. 
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It would i n his viev be necessary to examine t he numbers on waiting 
li sts to obviate e.ro.y duplication caused in this way. 

The Chairman said t..i'l.at tb,s Mi nister had made a sta:tement in the 
Dail r ecently in ",hieh he had indicated that there were 1,400 mental. 
detectives needing i nstitut ional treatment i n addition t o those already 
in inst i tut ions .. 

�~� said that he thought that the figures given in respect 
of females by the Si sters of Charity would be much lower. 

�~� said that he had considerable contact \o'itb. the Sisters 
of Charity and tr...at as far as he was a."'-4l"e their wait i ng l i st 
exceeded ODe thousa.'td.. The problem was very difficult and. had 
repercussions beyond the ef f ects on the mentally defective child who 
could not be lust1 �t�u�t�i�o �n �a�l�i�s�e�d�~� Re instanced the case ot an eX'D9ctan'V 
mother with possibly one child mentally defective i n addit.ion �t�~� 
ot her children to eater �t�o�r�~� The damage to the nervous system of such 
a mother would be consider able.. He asked wether Bro. Vincent could give 
any i dea ot the i ncideDCe ot psychoticB amongst mentally defective 
children coming under thei r auspices, and ho'W they are dealt with. 

Brother Vincent repli ed that they are transferr ed to ment al 
hospitals it they proved to:) difficult to handle. He said that from 
his experience he estimated that i n the past 4 years 50 psychotic children 
passed through their ha.l'lds Q Apart from the Child Guidance Cli nic at 
Rathgar their mental detecti ve institutions did not provide for 
emotionally disturbed or psychotic chi l dren. 

Sir Anthony ESmonde asked whether the Order had any suggestions 
as to what could be done about the difficult problem. of discharging 
children tram their institutions. 

Brother Vi neent agl"eed that the problem was a serious one. He tel t 
that training tecilities should be used for t raining. If the local 
authorittes could take back the 18 year olds, or ret urn t..J.),em to their 
parents if day occupational centres exi sted, the Order could then take 
in the 5 year aldso He agreed that producti ve employment- such as f arming 
would hel p to s:Jl ve t he problem with lov grade mental detectives who 
would have to be institut ionalised all their lives. 

�~� inquired whether the Brothers had made t heir views known 
to t he Ministero 

Brother Vincent repl ied. that they had not made them k..<>'J.own directly. 

�,�- �- �"�, �~� said that part of t he problem was that children who 'Were 
initially backward might t.hrough la.ok or care and education develop into 
delinquents 0 He inquired .... het her the Order provided for them in special 
501;1.00150 

Brother Vi ncant indi cated that they did not. The Sisters ot 
Charity did provide a special. school at Glenmaroon and there vas another 
one in Northumberland Road.. The numbers of affected children would 
justify several such schools i n Dublin and these would help t o solve 
the problems arising.. The existi ng schools tor mentally defective 
children 'Were recogni sed by the Department of Education who paid the 
teacher ' s salaries" 

In reply to a quest ion tram Mr , Macken, Brot her Vincent said that 
experience ili Cork showed that ...mere there were special schools a 
stigma attached to t hem, This might mean that the public needed t o be 
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educated but there was no point in dOing this until facilities tor the 
ohildren Vere a-/ailable. He fel t that provision of occupational cent;r.ep was 
highly desir able. These could cater tor l a yeu aI ds who could l i ve at 
home but engage i n productive 'W"ork"tor example out-work tor factori es, at 
the centre. Sucb centres would greatly relieve the burden on the parents 
ot mentally handicapped children .. 

Sir Anthony Esmonde inquired whether the Order had made any representations 
direct t o the Department ot Heal th .. 

Brother Vi ncent said that they had but they only dealt with thei:' own 
particular problems and not wi th the problem ot mS:ltal deficiency as a whole. 

Sir Anthonv Esmonde inquired whether it would be useful for a 
consul t ative body drawn from a number of socrces to prepa!'6 a unified report 
cn the pro bl em. 

Brother Vincent said that a comprehensive report had been submitted t o 
the Minister by -the National Organisation tor Rehabilitation and that th.e 
matter had also been raised by the National Health Council. It seemed f'!-om 
this that the Minister now had suffici ent advi ce to ena.ble him to take 
action. His Order were oonsulted ::m mental def iciency pr oblems !'rom time 
t o time but they were anxioUS to avoid publicity.. They vere eql.la.lly anxious 
to maintai n the harmonious relat ions which t hey had always had 101ith the 
Department of Heal tho 

Mrs OtConneU sdd that the problem ",;as one which had mny varying 
facets. The Trade UniOn! would be involved trom the point. of n ew of 
sa.feguarding their members interest so The Department of' I ndustry and 
Commerce would possibly also be ooncerned end the Departl!lant of Health 
certainly vas .. 

Hr? Dohertv inquired tram Brother Vincent whether the absence of 
legislation had militated against the t reatment of mental.-<lefectives. 

Brother Vincent said that this was a somewhat debatable point. 
He 1'elt himsel1' that it had no, and he thought that a more positive approach 
to the problem vould he �b �e�~�t �e�r� th.a."1 legislation. When the school Health 
Examination Servioe had discovered considerable numbers of deficient children 
they had to be t r ee.. t ed free but some heal th authorities had retnsed to 
implement this -pr'OvisioD. 

�~� inquired vhether all cases vere graded clinically as well as 
byinte11eetuel capacity. By t hat he· said be meant whether causations, 
family history and environment were taken into acoptmt. 

Brother vincent sa.i d that they had not facilities for doing such tests. 

The Chairman "thanked Brother Vincent tor the able manner in which he 
had Mswered the questions put to himo He said that the informati on which 
Brother Vincent had given them would be ot great assistance tQ ' the Council 
in their consideration of this problem. 

Brother Vincent thanked t.h9 members of the Council tor his courteous 
reception and t han left the meeting. 

The ChairmAn said that he vas ot opinion that the figurelof 1,400 
requiring treatment was reasonably accurate and that t bere was l it tle gain in 
making the problem bi gger. He contended that the figure of 17, 000 subnormal 
ohildren was not a tremendous rigure propor t iona,l to the numbers in national 
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schools. I t had been estimat ed by some aut horiti es that 16 par �~ �e�n �t� of 
children �~�.�t�t�e�n�d�i�n�g� national schools wE,n:-e subnorwe He was ewa:-8 taat t.ne 
Departeent of Education had ta.1<:en steps t.o provi de :for t hase subnor!Ml 
children and in hi s own scheol there was a special claBS for them.. Re said 
that the late Sean Moylang when Minis t er fer Eciucati o!l had been t he fir st t o 
move for speoi al cl asses f or these childre:p... In �~ �h�6� current yea: eertain 
teachers had been gi ven a spaci al ·:ourse in �d�.�e�~�i�.�'�"�l�g� vtth subnozomal chi l d1:>en. 
Teacher s of special classes 'Were unrestri cted in the o'.lI'ric;'w'!.lCl 'Ilhich they 
fOllowed. It was anti ci pated that �t�t�s�r�~� wcul<;l be an extra 12 or 13 schools 
cater ing for subnormal children it:.. 'the coming-yea:t:'o He !elt that 'the 
National Healt h Council should ill it.s 6.eli berations (! Or..!in8 i tsel f 'to the 
olasses of mentally defect ive �~ �h �i �l�d�r �e �n� requiring i.."!Sti t utionEi2 treatraent. The 
i nformation given by �B�r�o�t�h �e �~� 'T.incan't :':ad c OL>!'i:cmec. him L"l that ·riet.;. 

�~ �~� sucl t hat he f el -" t h.a:f. �t�,�.�~ �,�·�. �r�: �l� posit.ion �w�a�~� !'.l.0\': mc:?e confused 
than evero The figursG �r�'�.�.�l�l �~�q�i�s �h �e�o� by Brother vir:c-ant d.i.d not t al ly with 
figures avail a.ble t c t he �G �o �~�i�l �c� �I�~� had e;r;erged f.'rom the du.c:.J.Ssion that 
t here had been !lO adeq\.:.B.1.& survey of t he �O�V �e �:�~�' �a�l�l� position r ega.'?ding mBntal 
defect ives. Ths St. JCbrl of Coeci Or der vere de1ll ing 'Wit h one '3fipect ot the 
problem . but they had no i nfol"Ine..ti c-n a:9 t o t he !!ork bei ng done by ot.b.e:r- groups'. 
In t he absence 0: a p:roper ancJ..ysis of the �~ �b�l  ¬�'�l�l�.�l� 'iThi;:h. wo1l1c. !;:.e yielded by 
a properly organised �S�"�'�.�.�.�u�-�v�e �Y�' �~� he di d not SSe w:mt uss:fd M t .ic>::J. �~ �o �:�u�. �d�.� be t aken. 
Such a survey woald sr..ta12 gei:,till g i nf ol" lbat i on f l.."'(I '!:J. othe:,:, r el i gio'Us c,;:-deI's 
on such matt ers a-s me.t hods. ot �s�,�;�, �g�r �a�g�a�.�t �i �o �!�! �~� nonbe.r ol �t ¬�d �i�'�:�' �~� ww .. I -:, was a 
matter W'hich seemed to �~�o�!�!�c�e �:�" �n� not �O�f�l �~ �Y� ;;;ne �D�e �~�.�:�'�t�.�m�e�n �t� of Bee':' '':,!::' tx.t also the 
Department of �E�d �u�c�~�d�;�i�o�.�n� and possit,ly otha1' �D�a�p�a�r �t�.�.�:�I�e �.�n�.�t�~ �.� 2:5 �t �:�:�t �J �u�.�g�~ �t�,� tbet �~ �h�e� 

Council should press the Hinie-c-a"? t o �~�; �a�"�'�!�I�:�y� out a iI!L"V'$:r OfGJ:8 �p �: �-�:�:�'�O �b �:�c�. �0�;�1�l �~� 

Dr. ShAnley eaid that i t t h.:< p!' :) .... isi-orl, of mn·r instit ",t i .)naL �t�; �,�: �~�o�o �i�l�O�L�.�.�.�.�.�.�:�i �a�t�i�o�n� 

could be con.f'ined t o 10' .... graCe �l�'�4�. �~ �n �t�, �'�l�1 �,� �d �e �!�e�c�t�:�L �v �e �~� it :ili5.ght. �t�i�l�~ �:�:� �i�.�.�~ �"�"�"� }-Ossible 
to deal 'W'i th other grad.es more 6a.sily .. PaA'ent s f..id �:�- �~�o �t� :ltJ..nt t o ·;;ti.:e �~�"�)�c�:�:�.�c�k� lO"'-g!"ade 
defectives aLd this had l ed t o a bi g problsm i n . suer.. pl aces 8.S Ste.war'bl:1 
Hospi tal" 

Dr 2 O'Rege.n l eft the meetir,g at t his stagso 
�M�r�~� Dohertv said that. the l etter wtdch hM been addressed to them before 

the last meetiI"..g hed indicat ed that the ¥..iniat e!" vas satisfied. " i th the 
posi tion but �s�~ �:�s �e� time subSequentl y in t he Dail he had i..'1di cated that there 
had been a...: breakdo;m i n negot iatiorl$ fe!' t he proviSion o! additi onal 
accommodat!one He fel t t hat l i t t le �a�t�~�e�n�t �i �o �n� was being paid to mental health 
in this oountry.. There ... ras a st igm...a. on the ment e.l h.e!!l t.h servi ce.. Mental 
hospitals wera :f'u11 of r:l6ntell.ydefective chi ldren.. The sar-dees wGr'S being 
by-passed, the money beu.g d.:!:V8::-t ad t o otb.ar a8r "'l i ceso He olaimed that every 
county medical offi oer could Bupply t he �~ �:�n �e�s� of children 't.iho should b9 in 
mental detective �1�n�s�i�:�. �i �t�u �t �l�o �n �s �~� Dro ::)·..mne!s :;:oint abo\l t the pregn!l.I!t mother 
with a mental def ective child was vsq 'b,.--']a.. Ur...tortu:aat ely the parents or 
these ohi ldren had an i nf'erio:dty complex and. viere loa"t.h t o seek pub:Licity. 

Sir Arithonv �E �s�m�~�~� sUd ha: was :Ut, f'id1 .:sgreemnt with Y::- . Doherty. 
The point had been :nads 'b1 �~ �e� Bro"ther �~�-�Z�t�.�l� that it. • .aB important to 
get children into ine:t.itutioDB �8�: �~� u �~ �. �a�m�.� apt &8 �p�o �G �s�i�b�l�~�.�.� It was an 
indbputable fact t hat a lal"ge W'&1Ung _lla:t «l.1ated .!md :&!1e.re W031'e children 
who. could not get t r ea.tment 'beca.use tfla S\a·te ltU not spsnd:ing any money OIl 
the provision of il1sti t il t.ion!S for t h:e?A" 

�~� said he vu doubttUl vhether �~� Ha.tio-IIal Raa.ltb. Counoil had 
the power to ca:rry out a Sut"V6y �~� its 0'W'lI. initiati ve.. It seemed to. him that 
�t�h�~� �c �_�~� out ot such a stIZ"Vay liltS t!1e o;uy us.etul thing t hat �~ �o�u�l�d� be 
done.. He f91t "Qa.t. the !3tll""'re7 should not be cODf'inad to a:D:7 par'hicclar grade 
of menta.1J1 chfectl ve and that &Oooun-: sh::>u1d also be takeiL. in the su...-vey of the 
capacity or the various Orda!"s to P!OVide fustitution.al accommodat i on tor 
these cases.. Ret er e:lCe had been made earli er to the tact that a number of 
new casea cue to li ght \lht'j:ll the flarvi ce was .t>ade 'f!oeeo: He wondered whether 
this did not poi..l.t t o. t he :!act that there 'WaS a great er incide:cce of mantal 
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detectives t han the of f i oial figures suggestedo If the Council had no power 
to carry out the sUl"vey he thought that t hey should ask the Department of 
Health to undertake i to 

The ChairmQ:il said thet the survey vould probably have to be oarried out 
by the Depsrtment. The l{ational Health Counci l had not got the faciliti es to 
u.>'J.dertake such a survey .. In this respect he pointed. out that the National 
Rehabilita.tion Organisation must have had a good deal. of knowledge at their 
disposal in submittiLg r ecommendat ions t o the Mini ster. 

�M�r�~� Q l eanns11 said that the oarrying out of the survey might prove 
costly. ,In hi s view i t should be carried out by 'Wholetime men and not on 
a sampling basiS. I t should be either carried out directly through the 
Department of Healt..h or through the Medical Research Council. 

�~�~ �~�~� said that he did not tnir>..k that it .... as a suitable 
job tor the Medical Research Council. He thought that the sUl""';"ey should be 
carried out by the Depar't ment through the schools and through '7arious schemes 
�~�i�s�t�e�r�e�d� by health authorities 0 

�~� 4g!'sed r,hat a survey W!lS desirabl&o Local authorities could, 
through their Couniy Medic.u Officers and nurses help in such a sur-/ey. 

�~� said that the Council l.."ere not entit led t o assume that the 
Minister had not cu r i ed out a 6\Ll"'\"sy. He knew one county at least where 
the County }If.edical Offic er had asked the district medical �o�f�t�i �c �~�r�s� f o!" 
statistios of the numcer of ment al defecth-es in their areas.. Tp..is type 
of enquiry could be c:a.:rried out generally and i t was quite possible that 
the Minister nad proceeded on t his basis alr eady .. 

�~� "said he agreed wi th Dr. 'WarG.o The Department of Health 
a.ppeared to him to be very sure of its figureso It was quite possi bl e that 
the Department had got these figures from chief medical officers. 

The Chairman left the meeti ng a.t this stage and Mr , 0'Conne11 took 
the chair. 

Professor Cw"" i nghy suggested that they should .ask the Minister if he 
had statistics at his �d�i�s �~�s�a�1�;� it not 8. survey could be carried outo 

Or p Broxne sai d that he was not quite clear as to the category ot 
merital deficiency the Council was concerning itself 'With. To be effective 
in the determination ot subnormality school medical services would have to 
be carried out by a psychologist or a psychiatrist. He did not feel that 
the informat ion sought f !'om district medical offic ers alone 'ior-ould represent 
a comprehensive survey and pointed out that privat e practitioners, district 
nurses and ot her persons in contact with the p:1blic \rould have to be 
consulted .. 

Mrp O' Conne1 1 agreed wi t h Dr o Browne and said that it would be necessary 
to have a psychological ex.aminat ioD. carried out to determine extent of sub­
normality i n t he child populati on .. 

Alderman �}�I �.�g�( �h�i�n �!�!�' �e�s�s�~� SenO-tor Taeha.'1 and �~�I�1�I�l�2�l�l�i� left the meeting 
at this stage. 

The chrlrman said he thought that perhaps Or. Dunne could give them 
some inrormatio:o r ega.!'ding a survey carried out on a previous occasion. 

�~� said �t�h�a�~� the survey referred to had been o8l'ried out mor e 
th8.!l 20 years ago.. A. �s �p�e �c �i�a�l �i �s�t �~� Dr. Clit'tordJwas appointed to conduct the 
survey, and '\.las given faoi lit i es t o examine all ohildren in sample schools. 
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HiS conclusions were not JXl,blished but sbould be available in tne 
Department. An add1 tional survsy would have to be carried out ot the 
pre-school age group_ Atter some further discussion 1 t 'Was decided 
that the tollowing resolution should �b�~� traosmitted totbs 1!1n1.ter. 

"The National Health CouncU advises tbs )'.1n1ster that in its 
opinion a comprehensive �' �s�u�.�.�~�e�y� into the number8 or mentally 
detective and sub-normal children should ba Wldertaken". 

:3. Correspondence 

The letter trom the Irish Cardiac Society, copies or which had been 
circulated, was discussed. I t was decided that the Speci&llst Sarvices 
Committee should meet representatives .of'the Society as suggested in 
that letter. 

4. Other business 

There was no oth.er business. 

5. Date or next meeting. 

The next meeting WaB fixed tor Friday 11th December, 1959 a.t 3.30 p.m. 

The meeting concluded at 5.35 p.m. 



Confidential �~�"�t�i�.�.�:�.� confi.rmsc. 

Minutes or :aeetir.g held at 3.30 p.m. on the 8th J.e.nuary, 
1960 , at Aras Mhic Dhiarmada. Dublin. 

The members present �w�e�r�e�~ �-

E. S. 6 Bracin., Uasal (Chairman), 
Dr. N • .,.C. Browne, T.Jl., 
Dr. D. Connolly, 
Professor J. F. Cu.rmingham, 
J. Doherty, Esq., 
Dr. �J �~� Dwme, 
Sir .A,nthon,y EamoDie, Bt., T .D. , 
J . P •. .Fl.ynn, Esq., 
K. Ha...rrington, Esq., 
M. Macken, Esq., 
Alderman M. J. ¥cGuinness, 
M. Moynihan, Esq., 
Mr .. T . C. J. o rConnell, 
Dr. J. B. C'Regan, 
Dr. I!. Quinlan, 
Miss K. F. Russell, 
Senator P. J. Teehan. 

Apologies ror their inability to attezd were received f rom Miss Doherty 
and. llr. eostello. 

1. Minutes of Previous Meeting a..'""li 2 .. Corresporner..ce 

The C'nairman sald that t he .i'ollowing ameninent had been suggested to the 
dr.si't minutes : - on line 21 , Page ·1, the additi on of'Mrs. Barry's I"l8.l"te to 
those from whom an apology had been received f or inability to atterd at the 
lar. neetlng. 

The Mir.utes as so a.n:ended v;ere approved ani signed. 

The Chairman enquired whether the members had any other observations to 
otfer on matters arisi ng f rom the minutes. 

llr. Of Connell enquired wr...e""th-ei' a..-,y reply had been received. from the 
�D�~�p�a�r�t�J�m�n�t� 0:-' Health in regard. to the resolution passed by the Council on 
the problem. of' mental deficiency. 

The Secretary said that no reply had been received. 

Mr. OfCon.'"lell encp¥,ed whether any reply had been :reoe ivcd regarding the 
provision of �!�L�~�1�:�:�:�u�l�a �n�c�e� servioes for persons eligible f"or services unier 
Section 14- ar i;he �~�a�l�t�h� Act , 1953. 

The $ee;ret&ry said that no reply had. been received, 

�~ �~� indicated. that since the last meeting his Associat1.on had 
:fe_oeiwd. a reply to the letter which they had written to the Dublin County 
Councr.J. on behalf' of the doctors in North County Dublin. He proposed, if 
the Cou..'lcil agreed, to read the reply which had been received. 

The Chairman en'Pired whether· there was any objection to the reading 
of the letter. 

�~� Wa3 no objection .. 
iY.r. Macken 



Mr. llacken enqui...-ed �,�"�~�'�h�e�t�h�e�l�"� �l�.�r�r�~� 01Connell would read the letter which 
had 'been written +;c the Cour.ty Council which gave rise t!) the repl y whiqh 
he was about to �r�e�~�d�.� 

Mr. Q'Connell said t hat he y,ould and r ead l etters to the t'olla.ving effect. 

The letter dated 9th Novem'ber, 1959, t o the Dublin County Council 
pointed out t hat l ocal authority ruribulance servioes were not made available 
to persons eligible under Section 14 of the Health Act, 1953, residing in 
North Ccu.'ity Dublin, who attended a Private PractitiO'l1E;r ii'. the latter 
reqqisitioned an ambulance to convey one of t hose patients to a Aospital for 
necessary �t�~�a�t�a�e�n�t�.� Tee letter went on to request that the decision not 
to ma.lce ambulances available in these circumstances in North County Dublin 
shouJ.d be �r�e�c�~�>�n�s�i�d�e�~� by the l ocal authority. 

T.M County �C�o�~�c�i�l�'�s� reply dated 29th December, 1959. was to the eft'ect 
that '-'!here.8. person attended a Private Medical Practitioner i t is to be 
presumed that such person is not in fact eligible unier Section 14 of the 
Ssalth Aat; that no ci1oioe of doctor is pe!'Illitted to Section 14 cases 
except in relation to maternity and that consequently it i s necessary for 
such Cases to attend t he Dispensary Doctor in order to avail themseh-es of 
t he n:edica.1 practitioner ani ambul ance �s�e�~�o�e�s� provided for them by the 
l()cal. al,lthat"'j,.ty. 

·Mr. Q'Conneli said. that i t appeared :from that reply that if a patient, 
eligible under Section 14 of the Health Act, happened to call in a Private 
Practitioner in an emergency such a patient automat ically ::nad.e hm.self' 
i neligibl e for t he service and becane -what the local authority had teI"lD!d 
!!!. IIp seuio-Secticn 14- casen• This was bureaucracy brought to the limit s. 
In his opinion Section 14 cases were entitled to atteni private practitioners 
:t..-m shocld not �t�h�~�r�e�b�y� be debarred from the ambulance services. Section 4 
ef the Health Act J 1953, gives p!"ctection t o such patients b-.r providi..'1g that 
·cnay oould avail of a..."lY Section of the Health Act or not availof' i t as they 
pleased. Urrler th.is Section atte:il.ance on a private practitioner did. not 
place such patiants outside the scope of the Health Act for other services. 
I t' a Private ?ractitioner refused to attend. an accident case because he was 
a Section 14 case he would f'j .... 1Q hi.'"nSelf in conSiderable t rouble. The 
National &alth �c�.�.�.�.�.�'�"�'�U�~�o�i�l� s:hould. see to it tha.t bureaucracy should not operate 
BI"J as to deprive poor people ef their rights under the Health Act. �~� was 
gl&d . .,to be able to say that this di d not seem to occur in any other area in 
the oountry. The Health Act was desl.g..""1ed to meet the needs ot' the poor and 
t here was no reason wl\Y .. this anomaly in North Cou..'lty Dublin should operate 
to deprive them �o�~� their entitlement. A letter regarding this matter had 
been sent by the Association to the Department of &a1th but had not "teen 
acknowl edged. They had tried by every means in their pClWer to have this o:.atter 
6&ttled satisi'actor:i,ly but they had faUed and that Was the reason for 
�b�E�"�i�n�g�~� it up at "t..>1e Nat ional Health Council. F..e suggested. t r..at a further 
Dt:-ong �r�e �s �o �l�u�~�i�c�n� should �~� sent to t he �l�H�n�~�s�t�e�r� :for &alth in order to avert 
a possibl-e �. �~�e�d�y �~� The Irish lOOdical Associ ation had done its best ani all 
re could. say �, �t�.�h�a�.�~� if the Dublin County Council was aetir>.g l egally then every 
other l ocal authority in the country was acting illegally. In SOI!e cases in 
Du.bHn County doctors have t o pay for ambulances out of their awn pockets. 
:G:l �~�;�.�i�t�;�l�i�n� County there was a contraat betv;een the loca.l authority ani e. 
�p�;�.�"�'�i�~ �~� �e�~�t�o�n�.�1�·� 'Cc provide a.mbula.'loes ani th,is �~�.�.�.�.�n�y� had been told t hat they 
'R'e;re not to supply aJribulances to Section 14 Cases unless they were requisitioned. 
by the d i::lps nsary doctor. 53 cansmered that t r..e National Health Council 
would. r...ave t o take f\lrther cognisanre of the deplorable situation which 
e:risted.. It must 00 pr esumed that nothi."'lg had been done in response to the 
Na:tia .. 18.l .!!ealth Council 's �r�e�c�~�!�i�i�a�t�i �o �n� to the Mi...'lister having regard to t he 
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fact t r.at t he County Ccnmcil �~�o�u�l�d�.� wri te in the terms of the letter 
of the 29th ot: �D�e�c�e�m�b�e�r�~� He felt that it would 'be necessary for them. 
to pursue the matter with the :Minister. 

Sir Anthony Esmonde' said that in his view the contents of (he 
letter represented an cutrageoos position. I t was J -e:n 
example of bureaucracy gone mad and there was in the County Council's 
attitude an attempt to discourage t he right of the poor person to 
choose the service of a private medical. practitioner. The �~�m�b�e�r�s� 

of the Council would appreciate the grave anxiety of a family in the 
event of energency in the desire to provide the best treatment 
available as quiokly as possible. He drubted whether this letter 
represented ott'ioial pol icy in the matter. 

Professor Ounningham said that his only cam:ent on the letter was 
that it WaS quite irresponsible. 

The Chairman said that he was aware of at least half a dozen 
families �~�s�s�e�d�.� medica! cards bJ.t who prefen-ed to avail of the 
services of private ned.ica.l p ractitioners. 

Mr. ¥ack:en said that the Health Council had already made t he-ir 
viewpoint clear to the Minister on the point raised by 111". OIConne:'l .. 
& did not agree with Mr .. O'Connell that the Council should seni 
cop 1e s of the letters to tb::! Minister. 59 considered that the 
Irish Medical A.ssociation would be the best people to pur sue the 
matter further with the Minister ard with tre Dublin County CO'..ll1cil6 

Mr. O'Connell said that the National Health Council had a duty to 
8I;)eak for Section 14 cases. No one else could speak for these cases 
ani i1; is necessary that ,so:nebcdy should make _a reoomuendation to the 
Minister so as to have restored to these cases their rights unier the 
Health Acts. In his view the Nati.onal Health Cou.ncil 'tias "the p!"02.er 
bo:ly to e.d.vise the Minister on the position. They should mention that 
t hey r..ad received a letter in which an interpretation of the Health Act 
Which could only mean c:haos was put forward by a responsible off"icial 
of a local authority. The Health Council should. shoulder 50me: 

responsibility in this matter. '. & �v�;�a�~ �.� not asking that sonething speoial 
should 'be done; he was �~�r�e �l �y� �i�n�t�e�r�e�s�t�~� in getting the position in 
County Ihblin renedied. Tr-..e Irish 15edical .o\ssociation had tailed to 
get a reply from the Department of �~�a�l� th. 

Mr. Macken said that �t�~� National �H�a�a�l�t�~� Council had alreaa.y made 
its reC01!mernation to the Minister in this catter. No one disagreed 
with the desirability or granting the Association's request ani tp.ere 
�1�V�~�'�l� no Mce:ssity for debati."lg the rights L-n wrongs of t.."'te mtter MY 
�f�'�u�-�~�h �&�'�"�.� It the reoorrmeJ1iat ion already put forward by the NationalHeahh 
�C�~�l�l� wert! acted upon by the Minister then the position would be 
re!OOdied s.n:l there would be no f"u.rther cause for �c�~�l�a�i�n�t�.� He 
.suggest.ed that the matt er should be left at that. 

Professor Cunninglwn said that in his view the letters which 
M? OeConnell had read were properl y brought before the Council.. Re 
said that it was an important matter ani merited the se:rding of these 
let ters to tr.e Minister. 

A.lderman McGui.nness pointed O'..lt that the View of too Secretary 
of the County Council would. not necessarily be the view of the County 
�C�~ �c �i�l� !>lel:llbers as �s�u�c�h �~� He wruld prefer to see the matter taken 
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up through the publ io r epr esentatives on the Council and d iscussed by 
them. 

Professor Cunni.Jl;l!wn sam that he thought it hardly likely that the 
County Seoretary would write 5Uch a letter without first consulting his 
superiors or the County Council. 

�~� said �t�h�a�f�~�e�d �1�d� not want to be taken as criticising in an,y 
way the officials of the Dublin CoImty Council, he did not agree 'with their 
view. a, thought that it was clear that Sec;tion 14 cases 1\et"e not depriwd 
of ambulances. They could be got by �t �~� private �p�. �r�a�c�t�i�t�i�o�~�r� getting 
in touch with the District Iled.ical Offioer to order the ambulance which was 
avaUable. The statutor,y provisions of the &alth Acts _re, he said, not 
consistent in that health authorities were required to pay for patients sent 
unler Section 25 to MY approvedhospital in the oountry by general 
practitioners who were not responsible to public representatlw8 tor 
the ensuing expenditure. The exmtent of the letter in question represented 
in his viow the exercise of the Manager �~�s� :function. �~� suggested that the 
Minister might be asked to be good enough to take up the matter with the 
County CounoU. On princ4>le he did not think it right that the private 
practitioner �~�o�u�l�d� be able to order the ambulance but he was satisfied that 
i f general practitioners were given the right to summon ambulances tor 
Seotion 14 cases they would not abuse those rights. 

)(re Kaoken said that he would like to kno.v what was the position of 
the National Health Counc1l i n relation to grievances brought before them 
by various bc:d:ies such as the Irish Jiedioal Association. 

Sir Anthon.y Esmonde sa.id that this Was not a grievance but something 
which cut right across the wUl of the people ani was a matter of furda.mental 
importanoo • 

Mr. lIaoken sam that the Council had. already agreed "i th the sent imonts 
�6�:�Q�~�_ �s�a�e�d� by Mr. O'Connell in relatiDn to the position in North County Dublin 
�~� the matter had reel! brought to the l41nistex:o's notice:. He did not agree. 
that �m�a�t�t�~�r�8� such as that raised. by the Irish Medical Assooiation should be 
disQ1ssed by the Ei!altb_ Council. The grievanoes of other organisations 
oould be considered if' the current one was disoussed.. If the Mini ster did 
nothing aboot -the rec;omnendation which the -COtmoil had made he did not f"eel 
that the Councll should take any further action in the matter. It was not 
tAiz to ask the Counoil to associate ; tael£ with any particular body or group 
�.�~� t:t> beoo:r:e a medium for passing on .-CQMPla1nts and. grievances to the 
�_ �s �t�e�~�.� The Irish lIedioal Assooiation oould �a�o�~� directly with the loosl 
�~�u�t�h �c�r�i�t �y� either througtl county councUlors or through public representatives 
who coul.d raise the mat tar in the D&.U. The Council had made" a clear reccm­
!!Bitd& t1cft �~�o� !;ha ,Minister. In" his �Q�P�i�n�~�n� this should re reiterated but 
it wculd be most undesirable t or the Counoil to send oopies of the letters 
'I)r'a1dl Hr". 01Qonr.ell had read. a.t t r..e meeting to the Minister. 

�~�!�;�;� O'Cc:mell "said that on th9.t basis :;t had. been inappropriate for 
�~� Sational Heslth Council to. consider the problem of mental defi ciency 
�~�'�"�!�l�t� to inv ite representatiws of the Order of St. John of God. to discuss the 
�~�t�t�a�r� with 'tmm. fie felt that at least they had the right to bring the 
�d�i�t�i�'�i �~�t�:�i�.�e�s� regarding a.;mbulal"'.oe services to the Minister's notice. He 
�~�U�1�~�s�d� O'.1t t hat on many oocas.ions.he had listened to the grievances of 
�:�;�n�~�r� organisations against the nedical prot'ession being expounied at 
�~� meetings. He t'elt t hat the position of the Counoil was one whioh 
woold justi:ty t hem taking a ztan:l in this case. The Council was elected 
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to atani betwel5!i bureaucr--acy a.zii �~�h�e� people. If they d:id not carry out 
thair t"unctiona they we::-e only becoming a rubber stamp. �~� felt that it 
was essential that the Coor..cil should do soroothing for the umer-privileged 
class of peq>le tI1ho were ocnoerned in this matter. 

�~� pointed out that tre members of the Council were appointed by 
the X1n1ster for Health ani were not elected. He pointed out that in his 
View Mr. O'Connell's prey-ious st aten:ent could apply to any grievance. 

)(r' Kac1cen reiterated that the Council had already tm.de its 
recOlllDltndat1ons to the Minister. 

Professor Cunningham said that if it Was considered that the Council 
was nOVl dealing with a grievance of' a particular group why waS not a similar 
atani tabn at tll! last �~�e �t �i�n�g� wn,n the matter was first raised .. 

Dr. Qu'uuan sa1.d that it seemed to him from the discussion that the 
lUmbers were agreed that the action of the Dublin County Council involved 
A _wre hardah1p on patients. 

l(r. 1l0ln1han said that in his view there was one important and 
diaquietUJ,g �f�e�a�t�u�r�e �(�'�~ �_� the CounCil's reply, namely, that it appeared to 
be mandatory on �N�o�r�'�t�f�i�~�l�i�n� 'pat18ata to avail of the dispensary medical 
�~�t�t �1�o�e�r�e� t services. Even in the best regulated services emergencies 
would. occur when the services of the d.ispensary med.icaJ. officer would not 
be available. In those circumstances he would. consider it unrea.sonable 
that a Section 14 case could not be sent by ambulance to hospital on the 
E'econ:meDiation of a private �~�d�i �c�a�l� practitioner. 

The �~� said a q".lest:ton had 'teen raised about responsibility for 
�~�n�t� in the specific case which had lead to the discus sion at the last 
meet ing. The point raised related to the fact that the doctor in question 
h&d paid. far the ambulance out of his own pocket. On the question as to 
uhether it was appropriate to!: the Council to consider ani make 
�r�e �~ �n�d�.�a�t�l�O�:�'�.�£� to the Minister on this matter J the National Health Council 
oould t apart frCP-I. condi t i ons of' �e�!�:�p �l�o�~�n�t� J raise &'1.y matter regarding the 
prov1eion of services under �t�.�~� Health Act which was of' general application. 
Where a qUestion arose of a breakdown 1.." the services in a particular area 
ha lfs,a doubtful i.t t.."l.a Couneil oO'-lld make recommendat ions to the Minister. 
The matter had, however, 'been diecussed, ani a r ecommendation made to the 
l£ia1ztar .e.t the' last �~�e�t �l�x�.�g� .. 

L'1 rege..."'"ti t o t.lw letter:: �w�h�i�c�1�' �~� 'had been disrussed., he had put the 
question or." their being read. to the Council. No objection had been taken 
to 1t'i �~� personally did not beliew in reading such oorrespondence to 
"the Council" B,.-en though the :p:;.*Ovisicn of' a'11oo1anoe services was a 
�~�r�i�a�l� fW\c:t ion it could ;'e '!"aised. by member s of the County Council but 
tb::y �~�t� ::lOt .be aware of t.he o'.rc'z.stances. 

�~� �t�!�l�~� t;r..!'!l.t p rivate CCrTosponie.::l=e betw'een any two parties should. 
M" �~� �~�a�w�:�l�;�t �f�J�d� by the Natione.l Health Council t o the Minister. It was 
�~�.�§�e�i�b�l�e� that l etters would oontain matters which would not have been included 
if tbs: �~�$�O�U�B� writing the letters had thought tl-.at they would be transmitted 
.... 0 �~� �l�K�.�i�.�.�'�:�!�.�i�e�~�r� or would be pub!ished al\.vwhere else. rt was in his view a 
�~�~�r�;�:�.�u�»� �;�p�~ �. �c�c�d�e �n �t� to send et letter without the. consent of the person who 
�W�?�~� it.. 'In this case tb.'! 7fir..iater wculd have all the infoI'l!lation he 
�~�~�q�.�'� • �.�r�l�t�'�e�~� t;:i';J{;i the �m�1�n�u�t�e�3 �~� lie wculd suggest that _tre original resolution 
I!ho1Jld t.,ga..1:i 'C6 put foxwazU by �' �~�,�h�e� Council wi tb 8..'"l add.ezrlum. referring to the 
�W�'�c�z�.�~�t�i�m�l� �~�"�'�h �i�c �h� had ncm been recehoed, i1' the Ye:nbers considered this 
�~�!�J�~�A�.�b�L�b�o� 
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�~� said that he fel t t hat authority should be given to ganere,1 
practitioners to oall ambulances. 

Dr . Browne said that be had presumed that any body had t he ri ght t o 
r aise with the Council matters relating to the Health Acts and that the 
Council had power t o enquire i nto these matt ers. 

The Chairman said that he had grave doubts that any such matters 
could be considered by the Council unless t hey were raised through a 
member of the Council. It the Council were writ ten to by an organisation 
or person it was doubtful in his viev whether they could consi der the 
r epresentations so received. Tha.t pOint had been raised before in relati on 
to an enquiry addressed to a previous Health Council by a local authority 
and a deci sion not to deal with the particular til8.tter was taken.. The Council 
could deal only vl t.h tLatters referred to t bem. by the Mini ster or r aised 
by a member. 

�~� said that it would be a great pity- i f no further action 
vere taken on t he matter betore thGl:l . He t el t that the body who had raised 
1 t should not let it rest. 

The Chairman agreed but said that in f airness to all concerned he reI t 
that it vould. not be adv isable to send the correspondence before them to 
the Minister. 

Mr . Q' Connell said that these matt ers were being raised at t he Council 
as a l ast resort as t he dOctors concerned were interested only i n getting 
the matter cleared up. Every local authority in the country could not be 
wrong except the Dublin County Counci l. The National Health Council 
should poi nt out that t hey were not in agreement Yith t he interpretation 
oonveyed in the lett er tram t.l-J.e Dublin Council. He was not interested in 
hov they would make this known but in that 1 t should be made known. 

The Chairman suggested that the matter could be solved by re- adopting 
the r esolution passed at the previous meeting and asking the Minister tor 
an early reply . 

This was agreed. 

It vas decided t ha.t the letters read by Mr . OtColl.'lell should not be 
inoor porated in the :Minutes. 

3. Any other business 

Mr. Movnihan said that he wished to raise the question ot consideration 
by the Health Council ot the Mental Healtb Services. This service YIlS 
probably now the most important health servi ce in the community. Two 
f actors militated against t he smooth and ef fici ent operat ion of these services. 
One vas that t here WeB a ..serious lack of institutional accomIilodation and the 
seoond was t hat the existing accoI1141odation was unsuitable for modern needs. 
He appreCiated that t he Council could not go fully into this matter at the 
present meeting and would suggest that t he matt er shonld be considered at 
a special meeting. He thought that perha.ps some t empora....-y elleviation 
ot the dif fi culties would be achieved by the prOVision of more outside 
t r eatment clinics as di stinct from the existi ng clinics which ,l\Te on a 
consultant l evel and which result in a greater influx of patieI\ts to 
mental �h�o�s �p �i �t�a�1 �s�~� He felt that outside treatlQent clinics would ease the 
present accommodation problem considerably. The sending ot volu..l'l tary 
pati ents into bad accommodation \las not conducive to getting the best 
r esult s. An important fact �~�a�s� that all the mental hospitals were very 
old and it was appreciated t hat t he provision of ne\, and renovat ed 
institutions would involve considerable expenditure. In the i nterim he 
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fel t that something �&�h�~ �d� re t:.one to cq>S with the problems arisir..g f'rom 
the larger nw:nOe!'s seeking treat:nent.. �~� felt it was better to bring the 
doctor to tbe patient than to send the pat1ent to the doctor. The Co>.mc1l, 
he thoucllt, should give t'ull consideration to this matter at a special 
meet1ag with a view to advising the: llinister on how to alleviate existing 
probleDIII. 

!ba �~� pointed out that the present NationaJ. Health CounoU would 
go out of of:f1oe on the 31st March next ani that it would be neoeasary for 
them to prepare and submit a report to the Minister on the year fS work. 
The Specialist S8rV'iCleS COl'llll1ttee were meeting the Cardiac Society on the 
15th instant a.rd it might be thought that prOU'ision for a special and an 
ordinary meeting in the time �r�e�J�:�l�a�i�n�i�n�~� represented a sonewhat ambitious 
programme. It waS a matter, however, for deoision by the members ani he 
suggested that Mr. )[oynihan might submit a notice of motion for discussion 
which would _oover the points he had raised. 

Mr. lloYnihan said. that he had no objection to proposing such a motion. 
Be felt that it was essential that the Council should devote some tme to 
oonsideration of the possibility of' a teaporary solution to the difficulties 
of the lrtental Health Services a.."ld that information which would errerge 
fran a full diacussion would prove or assistanoe to the Department. �~� 

�e�n�q�~�d� whother Dr. Dunne had. any Views in this respect. 

Dr. DunnIt agreed that there was serious overcrowding in the Mental 
Boapitala. :a, said that when he took c:harge of St. Brenian's Hospital, 
23 years ago, thero was overorcw}(l 1ng to the extent of 1 ,000 patisnts and that 
still existed. There was one aspect of the new Health BUI affecting the 
i."i.tegration of the mental hospital services with other health services, which 
of itself 'NU a good proposal) which he would ll-.lce to raise in any discussion 
�c�~� the mental �~�r�v�i�c�e�s�.� The Board of St. Brendan's Hospital had considered 
the implications of the Bill insofar as it would at:fect the Mental Health 
Services. and had passed two re solutiors to the following effect:-

(1 ) to maintain continuity of interest in the running of 
St. Breaian's Hospital i t would be desirable that the 
present board should continue to :supervise the operation 
of the hospital; 

( ii) that · it seemed unreali st io -to consider that the one Chief 
:Medical Officer to advise on the health services would be 
in �~� position to do so 1.'"l.Sofar as the particularly 
.specialist field of psychiat ric medioine Was oon06rned. 

He thought it would be �~�s�s�e�n�t�i�a�l� to haw a psychiatrist or specialist in 
mental health in Merge of this aspeot of the services. Ss thought t.ltat 
it 'Wiluld be desir9.b1e that this BUl should be considered in its application 
to zsntal health services ani that �a �d�: �~�o�e� be given to the Uinister before it 
�~�.�~� law., SlloO a course migAt help to obviate anomalies such as had 
iU'i&en �~�r� the 1945 Act. Fot' instance) the distriet medioal officer was 
�.�;�;�:�r �~� Cicl.7 mtidic:a1 oN'ioer "A'ho cO".Jld arrange for the admission of a cnargeable 
�~�a�t�i�&�n�t� to' i!. �J�:�l�e�n�t �~� hospital. 

�~� 3smonde indicated �~�h�a �t� the third stage of the Health 
�!�.�u�t�~�t�i�e�~� :eUl wruld be taken in �t�l�~� caning session of the DAil which would 
�~�t� en the iOth February. It would be necessary to held the aeeting of the 
Oeundl befc..""e that date. 

/Mr. Moynihan 
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Mr. }(orni..r..an: enqm.red wMther it would be possible to have copies 
of the Bill circulated to :;rembers before the next meeting. 

It was agreed that this s.l-J.ou1d be done. 

Mr. OICanneU said that there was another matter which he wished 
to raise even though he appreciated that the agenda for the next 
meeting would. be rather lengthy. The matter he had in mini was the 
question of the staffing of County and Dbtrict Hospitals. Everyone 
kDew �~�t� it was impossible to get junior staf'f at the present time. 
This had nothing at all to do with the dispute between the Irish Medical 
Association an:l the l!1nister for Fhalth. Y.bat he was concerned about at 
the moment WaS the question of the organisation of medical staff. .Ii;I felt 
that the National Health Council �s�h�o�~� �~� some-mvestlgate the difficulties 
which had now arisen, aside altogether f'rom the question of conditions of 
aervice. A.. number of young doctors had always emigrated but a new a.n:l 
most disturbing 4"ea.ture was that t hey were now emigrating to do their 
internshi p. The result of this was that local authority and vo+untary teaching 
hospitals were aJ,.most bereft of junior assistants. These young doctors 
.felt that �~�h�e�r�e� was no progression in the services. There might be �S�~� 
ge:tleral difficulties within the services themselves �w�~�i�c�h� .. could be solved .. 
T"na pz:esent �p�o�s�i�~�i�o�n� was bad because it brought us virtually back to the Poor 
Ia.w days ani that position was getting worse. He f el t that the National 
FIeal.th Council should stu:1y the matter to see if there wassome way of 
ari"anging the services which would provide Pl"0gression �~�o�r� young doctors. There 
see_d to be no other way of gett 1ng out of the dif'ficul ty. Be had interviewed 
a number -of young doctors and they had told him that they were not interested 
80 much in salary or conditions of' appointnent in hospitals but were more 
e:m.oerned wi th future prospects. H! suggested that perhapl5_sam �f�~� of 
regionalisation or coalescence between teaching and local authority hospitals 
might be the answer to the problem. & f'elt that the National Health 
Council should cons:ider the problem of staffing all hospitals be cause if there 
Wa5 a shortage of suitabl y qual.if:iad persons patient s would not get an 
efficient service. 

Dr. B1"OIm.e �e�n�q �u�~� whether it Vias the intention to limit the discussion 
to the junior sta..ff aDl whether they could discuss the coMitions of service 
of: all staff. 1Ir. 0 ' 00_11 said he thought they should. 

The �~� said that they could not discuss �q�u�e�~�t�i�o�n�a� of remuneration. 

1f:r'i:_ Vaoken er.qw.red of Yr. C1Connell the type of' organisation he 
�~ �t�t�~�;� would it be the association of the local authority hospitals with 
t.h!t �~�1�U�!�.�7�<�~�3�'� t eac:hing hospi tals on a regional basis? 

Nr. O'Connel l said he 'WaS thinking of a system 1.'1 which a "mother" 
�"�'�d�l �~�t�a�'�S�'� Mr;pital would be grouped with oertain l ocal aut hor i ty hospit&.ls 
ID 1l'!;;Jt could progress �~� the hospital group. 

�J�?�~ �_ �A�n�t �h�.�£�m�'�:� �~� said that t.'le 1.ooa1 A'ppo1nt r:ents Commission do not 
Nccgni .'5e es.-::;;erienoo ill any hospital in this country unless it is a. teaching 
h.>'f.!pitalc 

�~�~�~� said that he real;sed that there are ma.n,y obstacles 
�~�~�.�c �'�;�' �d�a�.� �~ �o�u�l �~� ha't1'3 to be overcome. These ditf icult iss would come to light 
.l.::, �~�~�B�~�U�5�B �i�o�i�.�'�l� but t m existence of such 'barriers should not prevent 
h -.itiAl �d �i�e�e�u�a�~�i�v�.�n� of the whole problem. In the general interest he 
i al"Z t1-..4t �~� co-.eperatiDn wa& needed between the local authority ani 
�~�M� '\"'Olnntary teacl1ing hospitals. Ycung doctors who emigrated to do 

/their 
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their training abroad rarely catII!I back bccauao the attra.ctions in count r 1ell 
lib: the United St ates were too great. The position was deteriorating 
am voluntary hospitals were new being affected as well as the local 
authority boIlJ>1W • • 

It Was agreed that the problem. of staf':fing hospitals should be 
put on the agen:la far the next =eting. 

4.. n"to of next �~�e�t�i�n�g� 

Thet nsxt meeting was fixed for the 5th February. 1960, at 
3dO p.m. 

The Cbairmsn oaid that bef ore concluding he wished to offer hi_ 
�e�o�n�g�r�a�t�u�l�a�~� those of the Counc1l to th8 Secretary on his recent 
prQllOt1on. The ... rv1"" h. hod given to the Council in the short time 
since his appointment iniicatcd that it was merited. 

The Secretary thanke. d the Olairmsn and mombora for their goodY-shea. 

The _ting concJ.uded at 5.10 p.... �~� n. 
f; S.b ./10°. 
u. !>1)/ 
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Confidential until confirmed 

NATICNAL EEAlJl'H COUNCIL 

ldinutes ot: Meeting held at 3 .. 30 p .. m. on the 5th February, 1960, 
at Aras Mhic Dhiannada, Dublin. 

The members present were:-

E .. S .. 6 Braoin Uasal, (Chainnan) 
Dr. N. C. �B�r�~�,� T.D., 
Ur. D. Connolly, 
M. Costello, Esq., 
Professor J.F. Cunningham, 
Miss A. W. Doherty, 
J •. Doherty, Esq., 
Dr .. J. Dunne, 
Sir Anthony Esmonde, Bart" 
J. Flynn, Esq., 
K. Harrington, Esq., 
Aldennan 1'!:. J. McGuinness, 
M. Macken, Esq., 
M. Moynihan, Esq., 
Mr. T. CQ J. O'Connell, 
Dr.J. B. O'Regan, 
Dr. H. Quinla.TJ., 
Miss K.. F. Russell, 
Dr.J. ? Shanley. 

An apology for his ir.ability to atterd was received frcm Dr. Ward. 

1. Minutes of previous meeting 

The minutes as Circulated were approved ani signed. 

2. Correspondence 

There was no corre spondence .. 

3. Report of' Specialist Services Committee 

Dr. O'Regah said that the members of the Conmittee agreed in general on 
the five i terns included in the report. He suggested, however, that item 1 
should be read in conjunction with the se coni paragraph of the report. Some 
members of the Ccrnm.ittee had the feeling that it would be better to have 
fewer heart centres. The scope ani development of heart surgery was not yet 
clearly �d�e�f�i�~�d� ani for that reason there was no certainty about the number of 
centres ideally required in Dubli.."'l.. The four centres menticned would 
probably coalesce to scme extent. 

In Dubl.in, because of the organisation of the hospital. &ervicea i.t 
appeared that heart surgery wouJ.d develop into one unit teams of one physician 
and one surgeon. This situation should not be supported. It would. be better 
for the patients and the doctors t o have the services of more than one unit 
avail.able in dif"ficult cases. Dr. OfRegan gave two exe.mplea of medical cases 
where this type of' genera1 consultation had resulted in the pati ent getting first 
class treetment. 

In view of t he manner in which the hospite.ls are at present organised 
there is no system of reference ot cases to specieJ.ists in other hospit al.s end he 
felt this was desirable. 

/Mr. O'Connell 
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Kr. OtConnell said that wh,ile in general he was in agreement with 
Dr. OtRegan there were a few points he wished to make. He wished to 
make it clear at the outset that he was not now engaged in cardiac 
surgery. In his hospital there was a teaJIl of six people attached to 
the cardiac unit. There we;re specialist heart surgeons for children 
and for adults. The Cardiac Society had been formed to facilitate 
co-operation in difficult Cases. It could be taken that where an 
exceptionally difficult case arose the co-operation of all the '!:est 
brains in cardiac work in the city were available to the surgeon 
concerned. Sane years ago Seven teaching hospitals came to an agreement 
in order to pranote cardiac surgery here. Prcposals had been submitted 
to the :Minister for the purchaseoi' a heart pump. It was agreed by 
them that it would be done on e. 6eam basis, the team goir.g ?ran. one 
hospital to another to avoid the hazards involved in shifting patients. 
Nothing had come of' the proposal which th:ey had made to the Department. 
He wished to make it olear that the costs involved in heart surgery 
were tremenious. He also pointed out that in addition to those with 
congenital heart coniitions there was a back log of at least 10,000-
cases suf'feringfrom valvular defects of the heart who vfO""ud need 
operative attention. The nt:.an1:er ot congenital heart cases would be 
approximately 2,000. These were being cleared at the rate of only 
three to four �h�~�d� a year tor the reason that the surgeons could 
not affoId financially to do whole-tj,me heart work. It was al so work 
of suoh a demaniing nature that in most of the cases surgeons did not 
continue beycnd the_ age of 50. 

As an illustration of the cost involved in �h�e�~� operations 
IIr. O'Connell �i�n�d�.�i�c�a�t�~� that it would cost approximately £15,000 per 
annum to run a heart pump team. B:! pointed out that the amount of 
blocxl needed to set the heart pump going was £60. The oostof a 
difficult heart case diagnosis ranged between £40 to £50 having regard 
to highly specialised techniques involved. For �t�h�e�p�r�~�s�e�n�t� he felt 
that the f'our .heart centres should 1:e continued as they are until the 
hospital services were re-organised. He pointed out that these centres 
were inter-connected and. worked in co-operation with each other. There 
would have to be a drive forward in heart surgery but it must be 
appreciated that there would be a considerable bill to be met and a 
special method of financing these. oases would have' to be_ worked cut. 
No surgeons could make a living at present frQn whole-time cardiac 
surgery. He said that in St. Vincent's Hospital trey had sent men 
abroad for training b.1t the equipment needed to put this training into 
practice was still not available in this country. He contended that 
it would have been possible to buy the equipment necessary f'or several 
heart centres with taxpayers I and ratepayers' money spent to send. the 
patients abroad. �~� proposed that the report of' �t�h�~� Ccmnittee should 
be aliopted. 

Dr. Browne enquired. whether any heart work was be ing done in local 
authority hospitals. 

Dr. O'Regan sa:id that very little work was being done in his area., 
from six to eight cases a year. 

Mr. 0 'Connell said that _ some work "'as being done also in Galway , 
WaterfoId ani Cork. First class work was being done in the latter 
area but only on a limited _scale. 

Dr. Browne said that he agreed that it was very desirable that 
special centres shou1d be set up to do this very intricate work. 

/lio 
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He considered. that it v.as a serious imposi tion on a general �s�!�l�:�i�.�~�g�e�o�n� to 
do t his �w�o�r�k�~� !b h:imself had ah/ays f"avoured and. approved of" "the 
development of the �"�p�~ �"� speciali st" He cor.sidered. that itNOulO. be 
more desirable to develop heart centres in the local authority· hospitaJ. 
service where it oould. be worked in conjunction 7lith the l ecal 
authority chest case f'Lry:iing service. The local authcrity hospitals 
were well-equipped. a."ld staff'ed with chest specialists who �w�~�u�: �a� 

have decreasL'1g tuberculosis .,.iork to �d �o �~� These specialists �~�u�l�d� be 
said to have greater claims to do the work " 

Kr" .Flynn �~�r�e �e�d� tr.:.at it waS rest t o concentrate the abUity of the 
surgeons e..."li equipment in one centre.. He suggested that i t would be. 
obviously better to do this in the case of the chest �~ �g�e �o�n �s� bef'ore. 
they branch off' into dit'£'erent speoialities" 

Sir Anthony Esmonde said that the present position as disclosed. by 
Mr. O' Connel1 was very unsati sf'actoryg B;, oonsidered that it would be 
essential to concent rate reSC\LI"OeS to :meet tr,J.s di.!'fi cw.t siruation a::-il 
he felt that it would be absolutely essential to have the heart- pump 
pr ov:idedg 

Kro O' Conr;.ell pointed out that thE: mer. 1."'l t.l).e locel e.4thc:'ity 
hospital service would not have irnroed.ia-!;ely availabJ.e t..1J.e large l1t:moor 
9f' colleagues erA t h-s a.":!ci l la.!"Y medi:::al servioes �w�h �i�c�r�~� 5:lTgeons 1."1 t:'le 
voluntary teaching hospitals ha'-"'. ne conside .. ·ed. that i t ·"'as de:s:1:&.'ble 
t o develcp the existi..'"lg centres, He appreciated that the ideal aight be 
to se_t up a he3.rt hospi t al but that it mU3t be appreci.a::ed, t rLat it 
"'ould be eJ:Cceptio.nall y costly to provideo ne poiTl;ted ':m.t that surgeons 
in thi:;; cou."ltry- were quali fied to do �t�r�~ ¬�- work �~�u�t� it Wc..3 �j �i�~�c �o�u�r �&�s�i�r�.�g� t!:at 
for ladc of' e;;.uipment they could not de it. A heart pump ::oat £1 s5COg 

It s main expense arose f:-OIn i ts operation as e ight higrtl,r Bkil l ed �p�e �'�:�;�p�l �~� 

were reC!.uired to work i t and it t ook two years to t r ab such a teoon. 
They thought twQ years ago that the problem had 'been solved b ..... t there 
had been no devel opnents since then. The Uniyersities bad not got t he 
money t o back �f�u�r�t�h�~�r� eJ..."Per imental work. 

Dr. Bro."me could not see the diff'ia.Il.ty in getting t."le local authority 
surgeonS in cn ' tlQ,.s work. He felt strongly t hat. theSEt men and the 
excellent f'acilit i es available to them should be brought into t he cardiac 
service. The opt imum service should be aimed at. I t woul d be a 
t r emendous pity if' the best available talent in local authority ar.d 
vol untary hospitals were not util ised. 

Mr. O' Connell said that he egreed i n the main with Dro B!."ovvne but 
his proposal. would require a heert hospital and remuneration of the 
starf' in it at rates which wQI'...tld never be approved. I t would be better 
t o develop imnediately the facili t i es in the ex isting centres to d ispose 
of the back log ot: heart Oases,. He appreoiate.'l. t hat t he hear!; hospital 
might be the ideal but i t would 'be des irable in the meantime to do what 
could be done knnediately w:hile the optimum was being a:imed at.. �~� 

O'Connell added that the specialists in the 10c9.1 authori·.;y service were 
in f act worlc:L'"lg L"l the vol untary hospit al;a. 

Dr. OfRegan sai9. that there �w�o�~�d� not 'be eventually r ocm for two 
separat e hqspital �~�s�t �e �m�s� i n Du.blin in any long tern. development. He 
pointed out that it did not matter where the operations Viere done 
pr ovided the service was good �~� 

;Mr. 0 ' Connell 
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