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74 7/7/1983 

EASTERN HEALTH BOARD 

Minutes of proceedings of Monthly Meeting 
of the Eastern Health Board held in 

St Mary's Hospital, Phoenix Park, on 
Thursday 7 July 1983 at 6.30 pm. 

PRESENT 

Dr J D Behan  
Cllr Betton  
Mrs B Bonar  
Cllr D Browne  
Dr M Butler   
Dr J Buttimer  
Cllr M Carroll  
Mrs D Clune  
Cllr E Doyle  
Prof J S Doyle  
Dr R J Draper  
Cllr B J Durkan TD  
Mr P Finegan  
Ald A FitzGerald 
Cllr Mrs E Fitzgerald   
Cllr M FreehilI 

Mr J Gahan 
Cllr Mrs A Glenn TD 
Cllr A Grooms 
Cllr T Hand 
Dr R Hawkins 
Cllr P Hickey 
Cllr F Hynes 
Mr D Kane 
Dr D Keane 
Cllr T Leonard 
Dr P McCarthy 
Dr B Powell 
Cllr E Stagg 
Cllr J Sweeney 
Cllr G Timmins TD 
Cllr W WiHoughby 

APOLOGIES: 
Cllr N Andrews TD, Prof J McCormick 

IN THE CHAIR 
Cllr Mrs A Glenn TD 

OFFICERS IN A TTENDANCE 

Mr K J Hickey  
Mr FJ Donohue   
Mr T P Keyes  
Mr L P Kavanagh 
Mr J N McNee  
Prof B O'Donnell 
Prof  I Browne  
Mr P J Swords  
Mr F McCullough 
Mr J Doyle  
Miss A Flanagan 

Mr C Mansfield  
Mr P A Sheehan  
Mr M O'Connor  
Mr T Mahon  
Mr J Leech  
Miss S Keegan 
Mrs B Travers 
Miss A O'Keeffe 
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66/83 

CHAIRMAN'S BUSINESS 

(i) CONDOLENCES 
The Chairman informed the members of the death of Mr Patrick Glennon, 
father of Miss Mary Glennon, Assistant Section Officer, St Mary's Hospital, 
Phoenix Park, and also of the death of Mrs Norah Kelly, mother of Miss Carmel 
Kelly, Assistant Section Officer, Personnel Department. The members stood in 
silence as a mark of respect to the deceased. 

(ii)  The Chairman on her own behalf and on behalf of the members congratulated 
Cllr T Hand and Cllr E Doyle on their election to the offices of Chairman and 
Vice-Chairman respectively of Dublin County Council. 

67/83 

CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF MONTHLY MEETING HELD ON 2 
JUNE 1963 

The Minutes, having been circulated, were confirmed on a proposal by Cllr Hickey 
seconded by Cllr Hand. 

Matters arising from the minutes 

(i)   Drug Refund Scheme 
Dr Hawkins expressed it as his view that if the Drug Refund Scheme were to 
exclude over the counter items that have already been excluded under the 
Medical Card Scheme, it would create additional hardship for those people 
who are over the limit for full eligibility. He requested that the Minister's attention 
be drawn to this problem. 

(ii)   Community Psychiatric Nursing 
Cllr Hynes referred to the number of psychiatric nurses working in the 
community in St rta's Hospital catchment area compared to the number in the 
St Brendan's Hospital catchment area. 

The Programme Manager, Special Hospital Care, described the community 
psychiatric services provided by both hospitals and outlined the geographic 
and demographic differences between the catchment areas served by each. 

It was agreed that as far as possible psychiatric nurses should be trained and 
assigned to the community to provide normal nursing services to the growing 
number off patients not in need off hospitalisation and being cared for at 
home. 

(iii)   Report on Geriatric Services in 
South Dublin, Kildare & Wicklow Deputy Durkan referred to the Geriatric 

Services for Kildare with particular reference to North Kildare. The provision of 
the additional beds at Athy would not sufficiently answer the problems, and the 
problems of North Kildare, in particular. He requested that the matter be put 
down for further discussion by the Board. 

(iv)   Report on Psychiatric Nurse Training 
Mr Finegan referred to the report on aspects of psychiatric nurse training 
prepared by the Board's Senior Psychiatric Nursing Officers and submitted to 
the Programme Manager, Special Hospital Care. He requested that this report 
be considered by the Board members at a future meeting. 
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Following discussion it was decided that this was a matter for the Chief 
Executive Officer and for internal consideration by the Board's Management. 
However, this did not preclude consultation involving an individual member 
such as Mr Finegan. 

M Mr Finegan referred to the motion adopted by the Board at their meeting on 
2 June 1983 and to the reply since given by the Minister for Health to a DaJI 
question put down by the Chairman, Cllr Alice Glenn TD, as follows: 

'To ask the Minister for Health if he will offer work to trained nurses who are 
receipt of unemployment assistance to work within the community on basic 
nursing care; if so, if they will be paid wages equivalent to their unemployment 
assistance payments; and if their unemployment benefit will be transferred to 
the Eastern Health Board for payment to them.' 

REPLY 
'Minister for Health (Barry Desmond): I presume that the question refers to 
trained nurses who are in receipt of either social welfare assistance or social 
welfare benefit. I also take it for granted that the Deputy is aware that I am not 
in a position to offer employment to any person on behalf of health boards or 
other health agencies. 

The question raised has serious implications in regard to the statutory 
entitlement of persons under the social welfare code. It raises the wider 
question of whether all or most unemployed persons should be required to 
provide some service in return for the unemployment benefit or assistance 
provided by the State, it is not clear why nurses should be treated differently to 
the rest of the unemployed population. 

The Deputy has not indicated whether she would see the arrangement being 
on a voluntary or mandatory basis, and, if the former, whether the nurses in 
question would be subject to the same direction and control as other employed 
staff. Clearly staff organisations would be concerned in this matter and their 
views would have to be taken into account. 

I must also point out the staffing constraints that obtain in the public service at 
present. Health boards and other health agencies are required to achieve a 5% 
reduction in staff by the end of 1985, as compared with the position on 21 July 
1981. The hiring of additional staff, albeit funded by money from the social 
insurance fund, would not be in accord with these directives to reduce the 
numbers employed in the public sector.' 

Mr Finegan regarded the contents of this reply as unsatisfactory, and h was 
agreed that ha would draft a paper setting out the statistical and general 
background to this motion with a view to the Board seeking further 
consideration of the matter by the Minister for Health if necessary by way of a 
deputation. 



7/7/1983 77 

68/83 

QUESTIONS 

On a proposal by Mr Kane seconded by Cllr Browne, it was agreed that the questions 
lodged should be answered. 

QUESTION 

Cllr Mrs E Fitzgerald 

'How many children and how many families (sibling groups) are: 

(a) in care 

(b) under active supervision as 'at risk' in each community cere area, and in how 
many cases is 

 

(a) drug abuse or 

(b) alcohol abuse a factor in the care or supervision?' 

REPLY 
(a) (i)   The total number of children in care as at 16.6.1983 is 922 of 

which 469 comprise sibling groups from 172 families. 

The type of care provided for 922 was as follows: 

(i)   Foster care - 
Long-term - 355 
Short-term-  47 402 

(ii)   Residential care - 520 520 

(b) (i)   The total number of children under active supervision as 'at risk' 
was 172 as at December 1982:  

Area 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 Total 

Nos. 9 8 20 10 11 4 41 33 19 17 172 

The information sought in the remaining two questions is not readily available. 
We do not maintain, in retrievable statistical form, an analysis of the various 
problems of families of children receiving care or surveillance. To determine 
this information would involve a detailed examination of the case records which 
are held by social workers and public health nurses. This was not possible in 
the time available. Efforts will be made to get. as accurately as possible, further 
information on this point. 

QUESTION 

Cllr Mrs E Fitzgerald 

'Will the Chief Executive Officer give details of visiting hours in all hospitals in 
the Eastern Health Board area?' 

See overleaf. . . 



NAME OF HOSPITAL 

St. Columcllle's 

NaaS Central Hospital 

St. Mary's, Phoenix Park 

Clonskeagh 

Bru Chaolmhln 

St. Brlgld's 

Cherry Orchard 

St. Clare's Hone 

St. Patrick's Horn 

Baltlnglass 

St. Vincent's Athy 

St. Colman's, Rathdrum 

Wicklow Hospital 

St. Brendan's 

St. Ita's Hospital 

St. Loman's 

Newcastle 

Central Mental Hospital 

VISITING HOURS . 

3.00 - 4.00 p.m. 7.00 - 8.00 p.m. 
2.00 - 4.00 p.m. 7.00 - 8.00 p.m. Sunday 

2.00 - 4.00 p.m. 6.00 - 8.00 p.m. 

6.45 - 7.30 p.m. 2.30 - 4.00 p.m. Sun and Thurs. 

2.30 - 3.10 p.m. 6.00 - 7.30 p.m. 

Open visiting except during meal-times up to 10.30 p.m. 
Sunday 2.30 - 3.30 p.m. 
Open visiting except 11.30 - 1.00 and 4.00 - 5.30 p.m. 
No visiting after 7.00 p.m. 
Official hours 3.00 - 4.00 p.m. 6.30 - 7.30 
Not strictly adhered to. Vlsiting generally 
from 11.30 a.m. - 7.30 p.m. 

Open vlstttng except during meal-ttmes 

Official times 7.00 - 8.00 p.m. but In fact.no 
restriction 

3.00 - 5.00 7.00 - 9.00 hours not strictly observed 

Open visiting except during meal-times 

2.00 - 4.00 p.m. 7.00 - 8.00 p.m. 

2.00 - 4.00 p.m. 7.00 - 8.00 p.m. 

Open visiting except at meal-times 

Generally open visiting, except visitors are expected 
to be out by 8.00 p.m. 
Open visiting - there is a rule that visitors should 
leave by 8.15 p.m. but It Is not enforced. 
Official visiting hours are between 2.00 - 4.00 p.m. 
and 5.00 - 7.00 p.m. but generally visiting 1s 
allowed at any time except at meal times. 
Visiting hours betwaen 2.30 and 4.00 p.m. and any day 
except Friday. Obviously, specific arrangements are 
required at that hospital because of the security 
problems. 

REMARKS 

Open visiting for parents to children 

Flexible with visits to children in Surgical wards 

Visitors outside off ic ial visiting hours by arrangement (Surgical wards) If patients 
want to see visitors 

Arrangements can be made for visiting outslde normal hours. Stated hours not str ict ly 
observed 

No children allowed due to Infectious diseases being treated 

 

Very few patients can be visited at any time 

Due to location of Home visitors are allowed in at any time 

Visiting allowed outside off icial hours 
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POLICY ON VISITING HOURS - HOSPITALS IN THE EASTERN HEALTH BOARD AREA 

NAME OF HOSPITAL 

Adelaide 

Baggot Street 

Dr. Steven's 

Harcourt Street 

Hume Street 

Jervls Street 

Mater Hospital 

Meath Hospital 

Monkstown Hospital 

Our Lady's, Crumlin 

Royal Victoria 

St. Anne's 
St. Laurence's 

St. Luke's 

Incorp. Orthopaedic 

St. Mary's Orthopaedic 

St.Michael's, Dun Laolre 

St. 'Jltan's 

St. Vincent's 

Sir Patrick Dun's 

Temple Street 

Coombe 

Holles Street 

Rotunda 

James Connolly Memorial 

VISITING HOURS 

2.30 - 4.00 p.m. 6.45 - 7.45 p.m. 

2.15 - 3.15 p.m. 7.00 - 8.00 p.m. 

3.00 - 4.00 p.m. 6.45 - 7.45 p.m. 

11.00 a.m. - 7.00 p.m. 

3.00 - 4.00 p.m. 6.30 - 7.30 p.m. 

2.30 - 3.30 p.m. 6.30 - 7.30 p.m. 

2.00 - 3.00 n.m. 7.00 - 8.00 p.m. 

3.00 - 4.00 p.m. 6.00 - 7.30 p.m. 

3.00 - 4.00 Mon. Thurs. 6.30 - 7.30 p.m. dally 

11.00 - 7.00 p.m. officially 

3.00 - 4.00 p.m. 6.30 - 7.30 p.m. weekdays 
2.00 - 4.00 p.m. 6.30 - 7.30 p.m. Sunday 

2.00 - 4.00 p.m. 6.30 - 7.30 p.m. 
7.00 - 8.00 p.m. Mon-Fr1. 

2.30 - 4.JO p.m. 7.00 - 8.00 Sat., Sun. 

2.00 - 4.00 p.m. 6.00 - 8.00 p.m. 

Open Visiting (except mealtimes) 

2.00 - 4.00 p.m. 7.00 - 9.00 p.m. 

2.30 - 3.30 7.00 - 8.00 p.m. 

10.00 a.m. - 7.00 p.m. 

3.00 - 4.00 p.m. 7.00 - 8.00 p.m. 

2.00 • 4.00 p.m. 7.00 - 8.00 p.m. 

Unrestricted Visiting 

3.00 - 4.30 p.m. 7.00 - 8.30 p.m. 

2.00 - 4.00 p.m. 7.30 - 8.30 p.m. 

2.00 - 3.00 p.m. 7.30 - 9.00 p.m. 

2.30 - 4.30 p.m. 6.30 - 8.30 p.m. 

REMARKS 

In special circumstances arrangements can be made for visiting outside hours 

Very few children In Hospital so visiting times are enforced. 

Certain amount of leeway on visiting times depending on nature of case. 

No restrictions during day. 

Flexible on times (except meal-times) as many patients from the country. 

Parents may consult ward sister about visiting outside hours. 

Relatives allowed 1n any time within reason except when patients being prepared for ops. 

Official hours not strictly observed when parents visiting children. 

Stated hours not strictly observed. 

No restriction outside these hours. 

Hours not strictly observed 

Flexible on time. 

Visiting anytime for Children's Wards. 

Very flexible. 

Opening visiting for parents to children. 

For children only two people allowed at one time. 

Not strict on visiting hours. 

Hours not strictly observed. 

Flexible. 

Flexible. 

Flexible. 

Hours not strictly adhered to. 
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69/83 

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER'S REPORT 

Tha Deputy Chief Executive Officer read the following report which was noted: 

(i)   Food Allergy Clinic - St Laurence's Hospital 
'Members will recall that in response to various representations a special allergy clinic, 
funded by the Eastern Health Board, was established on a pilot basis at St Laurence's 
Hospital last year. The clinic is conducted by Prof J Stephen Doyle and commenced on 
the 2 September 1982. 

Up to the end of April 1983 attendances at the clinic were as follows: 

New patients 89 
Return patients 54 
Total 143 

The distribution of patients between the various health board areas was as follows: 

Eastern Hearth Board 64 
Southern Hearth Board 3 
Midland Health Board 4 
South Eastern Health Board 8 
North Eastern Hearth Board 4 
Western Health Boird 2 
Mid Western Health Board 1 
North Western Health Board 3 

The number of patients attending the clinic at any one time varied considerably - 
between six and zero - and there was a very high non-attendance rate in respect of 
those patients who made formal appointments. Prof Doyle states that the number of 
patients with definite food allergy problems were low, approximately 20 to 25 of the 89 
new patients. 

The justification for continuing with this special clinic in the long term has been 
discussed with Prof Doyle and it has been decided to continue with the clinic for the 
time being and to carry out a further review in mid-September 1983. 

I should like to take this opportunity of thanking Prof Doyle and the authorities 
of St Laurence's Hospital for their co-operation in this matter.' 

Following a discussion to which Professor Doyle, Cllrs Browne and Sweeney 
contributed it was agreed that a further review report on the allergy clinic would be 
submitted at the October meeting of the Board.lt was also agreed to forward a copy of 
the above interim report to the 
Department of Health for their information. 

(ii)   Naas General Hospital 
I am pleased to report to the Board that the following permanent consultant 

medical staff have recently taken up duty at Naas General Hospital. 

Dr Anthony P Owens, Consultant Radiologist - on 1 April 1983 

Mr Brian J Hargan, Consultant Surgeon - on 1 July 1983 

Dr Declan A Magee, Consultant Anaesthetist - on 1 July 1983 
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(iii)   Report of the General Medkel Services (Payments) Board for the 
year ended 31 December 1982 
The Report of the GMS (Payments) Board for 1982 has just been published and will be 
circulated to members for discussion at the August meeting, together with the usual 
analysis of the figures relating to our Board's area.' 

Arising from a query by Cllr Stagg it was notad that it would be circulated with 
comments early in the coming weak. 

70/83 

PROCEEDINGS OF VISITING COMMITTEES 

The reports of the following Visiting Committee meetings, having been circulated, were 
dealt with as follows: 

(i) No 3 Visiting Committee meeting held in St Ita's Hospital Portrane on 
27 May 1983. 
On a proposal by Cllr E Doyle, seconded by Cllr Willoughby, the report was 
noted. 
Cllrs Doyle, Stagg, Hynes and Willoughby, commented favourably on the 
many improvements made to the hospital since the last visit but stressed the 
need to continue the programme of upgrading. Mr Finegan and Mr Gahan 
criticised the staff/patient ratio on night duty with particular reference to fire 
safety, it was agreed that the question of staff/patient ratios on night duty 
should be discussed further at the next meeting of No 3 Visiting Committee. 

(ii)        Community Care Visiting Committee meeting held in North Strand Health Centre 
(Area 7) on 31 May 1983. 
Following a discussion in which Cllr Stagg expressed the view that the report of 
the meeting did not fully reflect the seriousness of the problems of the area, 
including those faced by staff at the Health Centre, the report was noted on a 
proposal by Cllr Browne and seconded by Cllr Hand. 

(iii)        Community Care Visiting Committee meeting held in Ballymun Health Centre 
(Area 7) on 10 June 1983. 
It was noted that Cllr Willoughby should have been recorded as being present 
at the meeting. 
The Chairman, by agreement, took motion number 9 (v) regarding 
Geraldstown House Ballymun, standing in the name of Cllr Mrs E Fitzgerald, 
for consideration with the Visiting Committee Report In the course of a lengthy 
discussion to which, Cllrs Mrs A Glenn, Mrs E Fitzgerald, Hand, Freehill, 
Browne, Sweeney, Groome, Hynes, Stagg, and Ald FrtzGerald, Drs Buttimer 
and Hawkins contributed and to which the Deputy Chief Executive Officer and 
Mr Keyes and Mr Donohue, Programme Managers replied, the following points 
were made: 

The Difficulties of providing services in area No. 7 and particularly for the 
Ballymun area are a cause for serious concern. These difficulties relate to 
services provided by the Local Authorities and the Department of Social 
Welfare as wet as the Eastern Health Board. 
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The current needs for the provision of health and welfare services by our 
Board in the Ballymun are require that an urgent review of resources needed in 
terms of both staff and accommodation should be carried out. It was suggested 
that consideration should be given to the transfer of resources from other areas. 

It was noted that following the transfersfer to a  new purpose designed 
accommodation of the Child Guidance Service provided for the Board by the 
Mater Hospital, it is now possible to relocate some of the Community Welfare 
Officers from die Health Centre in separate accommodation and that further 
steps are being taken with a view to providing alternative ground floor 
accommodation for the Community Welfare services outside of the health 
centre. 

Arrangements for the commisioning and administration of Geraldstown  
House as a FamMy Resource Centre should be ffinalised as a matter of 
priority, In this regard It was noted that the Programme manager. Community 
Care now expected early approval from the Department of Health for die re-
deployment of die necessary posts to staff this centre and that therefore it would 
not be necessary to make arrangements to grant aid to any other agency or 
group to administer me centre. 

A number of members supported the request of the Ballymun & District 
Development Association for the allocation of accommodation at the rere of 
Geraldstown House for an AnCo Youth Project. The views of the Programme 
Manager in this regard were noted. 

It was agreed to set up a special committee of Board members to examine and 
report back to the Board on the service needs and problems of the Ballymun 
area. The following were nominated for the committee: 

Cllrs Mrs A Glenn, P Hickey, T Hand, Mrs E Fitzgerald, J Sweeney and F 
Hynes, Ald A FitzGerald and Prof J S Doyle. 

71/83 

JOINT COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH AND HYGIENE 

(i) A report by the Chairman on the Joint Committee on Environmental 
Health and Hygiene dated 30 July 1983 having been circulated was noted. 

(ii) Nomination  of  member to  replace  Ms  N   Kearney  on  the  Joint 
Committee. 
On a proposal by Cllr Sweeney, seconded by Dr Hawkins, Dr Jane Buttimer 
was nominated to the Joint Committee in place of Ms Kearney. 
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72/83 

Election of member of Board to the 
Rutland Centre Ltd. 

The foflowing report No 9/83 from the CEO was submitted: 

At its meeting held on 2 February 1978 our Board elected two members to the Board of 
the Rutland Centre Ltd., Monastery Road, Clondalkin, Co Dublin. The Rutland Centre is 
a drug-free therapeutic community specialising in the treatment of alcoholism and drug 
addiction and has facilities for 30 in-patients. 

Cllr Austin Groome and the late Cllr Hugh Reilly were elected as our Board's nominees 
to the Board of the Rutland Centre Ltd. A request has now been received for the 
nomination of a member to replace the late Cllr Reilly. 

On a proposal by Cllr Browne, seconded by Cllr Freehill, Cllr Mrs E Fitzgerald was 
elected to represent the Board on the Board of the Rudand Centre Ltd. 

73/83 

INSTITUTE OF CLINICAL PHARMACOLOGY LTD. 

The following report No 10/83 from the Chief Executive Officer was 

At it's meeting held on 1 April 1982 (Minute No 46/82) our Board consented to 
the transfer from the Biological and Medical Research Institute Ltd to the 
Institute of Clinical Pharmacology Ltd of their interest in an Agreement with our 
Board dated 22 September 1980. That Agreement provided for the leasing by 
our Board to BMRI Ltd of a part of the St James's Hospital site in lieu of another 
site on the campus at Garden Hill which was then occupied by BMRI and 
required for the development of St James's Hospital. Our Board's consent to 
the transfer of interest in the 1980 Agreement was made conditional on the 
satisfactory resolution of a number of points raised by our Law Agent and a 
point raised by the St James's Hospital Board which felt that the title 'Institute of 
Clinical Pharmacology' could cause confusion in the public mind between the 
Institute's activities and those of St James's Hospital. 

At the meeting of our Board held on 3 June 1982 I informed members that 
further clarification of the points refeired to above had been received from our 
Law Agent and that as a result arrangements could be made to proceed with 
the drawing up of the necessary legal documents. 

Following extensive correspondence and discussion between our Law Agent 
and the legal representative of the Institute of Clinical Pharmacology Ltd which 
also included discussions involving representatives of our Board, the St 
James's Hospital Board and of the Institute, agreement has now been reached 
on the terms of a draft Lease to give effect to the terms of the Agreement of the 
22 September 1980. The draft' Lease is available for inspection by Board 
members. 
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4. It has now been confirmed that the draft Lease is to the satisfaction of the St 
James's Hospital Board insofar as it relates to the future operation of the 
hospital and particularly in relation to such matters as the title of the Institute 
and the design of the proposed new buildings to be erected by the Institute. In 
regard to the latter point, provision has been made for a representative of St 
James's Hospital to be nominated by our Board as lessor to participate in the 
work of the design team for the Institute's new buildings. 

5. Finally, I wish to inform Board members that the draft Lease contains all 
relevant provisions sought by our Law Agent to protect our Board's interests, 
and also relevant safeguards in relation to the activities to be carried on by the 
Institute. 

I am satisfied therefore that a Lease in accordance with the agreed draft should now 
be completed on behalf of our Board. 

Following a discussion to which Drs Powell and Hawkins contributad, tha raport was noted. 

74/83 

PROCEEDINGS OF LOCAL COMMITTEES 

The proceedings of the following Local Committee meetings having been circulated, were 
dealt with as follows: 

(i) Kildare Local Committee Meeting held on 19 May 1983: 
On a proposal by Cllr Stagg, seconded by Cllr Hand, the report was noted. 

(ii)        Wicklow Local Committee Meeting hold on 20 May 1983: 
On a proposal by Cllr Hynes, seconded by Cllr Sweeney, the report was noted. 

(iii)        Dublin County Local Committee meeting 9 June 1983: 
On a proposal by Cllr Hickey, seconded by Cllr Carroll, the report was noted. 

(iv)       Dublin City Local Committee meeting held on 13 June 1983: 
On a proposal by Cllr Browne, seconded by Cllr Doyle, the report was noted. 

75/83 
NOTICES OF MOTION 

(i) & (ii)     The motions in the name of Ald A FitzGerald were not moved, 

The following motion was proposed by Cllr Mrs E Fitzgerald : 

(iii)        That a policy of open visiting for parents be adopted for all children admitted to 
hospitals in the Eastern Health Board area.' 
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Following a discussion to which Cllr Hand and Drs Powell, Hawkins and 
Draper contributed, and to which the Deputy Chief Executive Officer replied, 
the following resolution was adopted for circulation to all hospitals in the EHB 
area: 

'Where possible a policy of open visiting for parents be adopted for all children 
admitted to hospital in the Eastern Health Board area.' 

(iv)       The following motion was proposed by Cllr P Hickey: 

'That the grant of £20,000 requested for 1983 by Irish Pre-School Playgroups 
Association, Ballinteer/Rathfarnham area, be made available to them, as 
otherwise they may be forced to terminate the employment of the National 
Adviser.' 

The Programme Manager, Community Care informed the members of the 
Board's position in this matter and agreed to write to Cllrs Hickey, Hand and 
Mrs Fitzgerald giving a full report. 

(v) The motion in the name of Cllr Mrs E Fitzgerald was taken with the report of the 
Community Care Visiting Committee to Ballymun Health Centre on the 10 
June 1983. 

76/83 CORRESPONDENCE 

The following letters which had been circulated were noted: 

Letter dated 3 June 1983 to the Department of Health regarding the Special 
Government Task Force on Drug Abuse. 

Letter dated 9 June 1983 from Athy Urban District Council regarding the Board's 
decision to reduce the number of beds in the maternity unit at St Vincent's Hospital, 
Athy. 

Letter dated 16 June 1983 from the Department of Health regarding the Board's 
resolution in relation to Antibiotic residue in milk in the EHB area. 

Circular No SA 2/83 dated 22 June 1983 from the Department of Social Welfare 
regarding the National Fuel Scheme 1983/84. 

The meeting concluded at 9.15 pm. 

CORRECT:    K J Hickey 
D/Chief Executive Officer. 




