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Western Health Board 
Telephone: Galway (09DXKKX 6 6 1 0 1 

Your Ref: 
HQ. 175 

Our Ref: 

(Please quote our ref. in any reply) 

TO: Each Member of the Board: 

Headquarters, 
Merlin Park Regional Hospital, 

Galway. 

30th May, 1978. 

Dear Member, 

I desire to inform you that the next meeting of the Board 
w i l l be held in the Physiotherapy Department, D is t r ic t Hospital , 
Cl i fden, Co. Galway, a t 3.00 p.m. on Tuesday, 6th June, 1978. Agenda 
is as set out hereunder. 

You are hereby requested to attend. 

Yours sincerely, 

E. Hannan, 
Chief Executive Of f icer . 

1 . Opening Prayer. 

2. V e r i f i c a t i o n of Minutes of: 

( a ) Monthly meeting held on 1st May, 1978 

(b) Special meeting held on 26th May, 1978. (copies herewith) 

3 . Ambulance Services - Report of Chief Ambulance Off icer for year 
ended 31st December 1977 herewith. 

4. Family Planning - Report with Recommendation of Community 
Care Standing Committee Meeting of 14th Apr i l , 1978 herewith. 

5. To consider Minutes of meetings of Standing Committee* as fol lows:-

(a) Psychiatr ic and Ger ia t r ic Care: 22nd March, 1978, and 

(b) Community Care: 14th Apr i l , 1978. (copies herewith) 

*• To arrange date of Special Meeting to consider the Board's second 
Five-Year Plan 1978/82. 

2/ 

Irela n7 success. 



7. Chief Executive O f f i ce r ' s Progress Report: 

(a) General Medical Services - Report for year ended 31st December,1978. 

(b) Federation of Roscommon County Hospital and Portiuncula Hospital 
Ba l l inas loe . 

(c) Presentation of Cer t i f icates and Prizes to General Trained 
Nurses and Midwives at Galway Regional Hospital . 

(d) Presentation of Prizes and Awards to Ambulance Dr ivers. 

8. Notice of Motion: 

From Dr. P.E. O'Byrnt: 

"That Bronchial Asthma be c lassi f ied as a long term i l l ness for 
the purpose of get t ing free drugs for persons suffer ing from i t . " 
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BORD SLAINTE AN IARTHAIR 

(Western Health Board) 

HO/179, 

Minutes of Monthly Meetinq held at T m « m y J 
/ -L"9 neia at j.uu p.m. on Monday, 1st May, 1978, 

at District Hospital Swinford, County Mayo. 

Present: 

Other Members: 

Apologies; 

In Attendance. 

Opening Prayer: 

Councillor J.P.O'Callaghan, Chairman who presided. 

Messrs T.Byrne, E. Carey, P. Concannon, T.R.Cahill, 

M.Clarke, D.Dalton, Mrs. C.Fallon, Messrs J.Flynn, 

P.Flynn, M.J.Gilvarry, E.Haverty, M.Kelly, M.D.Lyons, 

B.Murphy, H. Melvin, P.J.Morley, J.Molloy, J.Mulrooney, 

T.O'Baoill, E. O'Byrne, J.P.O'Donnell, M.Ryan, P.Raftery, 

J.J.Tobin, H.M.Weir, and J. Waldron. 

Miss M.Byrne, Ms. K. Eastwood. 

Messrs E. Hannan, Chief Executive Officer, S.O'Donoghue, 

C.Crowley, P.McDaid, Programme Managers, L.Reidy, 

Hospital Administrator, Dr.T.D.Feeley, Public Analyst, 

The Opening Prayer was recited in Irish by the Chief 

Executive Officer, 

» 

Resolutions of 

Sympathy: 

All Ireland 

Senior Colleges 

Football 

Champions: 

On the proposal of Councillor J.P.O'Callaghan, Chairman, 

seconded by Senator M.D.Lyons, the sympathy of the Board 

was extended to: 

1. Mr. J. Fitzmaurice, Section Officer, Roscommon, on 

the death of his brother. 

2. Miss Maureen Healy, Staff Officer, Community Care, 

Galway, on the death of her mother. 

3. The Kelly family on the death of Mr. Thomas Kelly, 

Charge Nurse, St. Brigid's Hospital, Ballinasloe. 

4. The Durkan family on the death of Mr. William Durkan, 

Chiropodist, District Hospital, Swinford, Co.Mayo. 

The Chief Executive Officer, on behalf of all sections 

of the Staff, and on his own behalf, associated himself 

with the resolutions of sympathy. 

On the proposal of Councillor M.Kelly, seconded by 

Councillor J.P.O'Callaghan, congratulations were extended 

to St. Jarlath's College, Tuam, on their recent All 

Ireland success. 
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Welcome to New 

Member: 
Councillor J.P.O'Callaghan extended a welcome to 

Councillor J.Waldron, who had been nominated by 

Roscommon County Council to fill the vacancy arising 

from the death of the late Councillor G.Dodd. 

The Chief Executive Officer joined with the Chairman, 

in welcoming Councillor J.Waldron. 

Adoption of 

Minutes : 
Minutes of Monthly Meeting of the Board held on 

3rd April, 1978, copies of which were circulated to 

each Member on the 25th day of April, 1978, were 

adopted on the proposal of Senator M.D.Lyons, seconded 

by Councillor H. Melvin, and were then signed by the 

Chairman. 

Overdraft 

Accommodation 

% Period Ending 

30th September, 

1978: 

Health 

Contributions 

(Amendment) Act, 

1978 and 

Regulations 

made thereunder: 

It was proposed by Senator M.D.Lyons, seconded by 

Mr. T. O'Baoill, and resolved. 

"That we hereby authorise the raising of Overdraft 

Accommodation for the period ending 30th September, 

1978, pursuant to Section 33 of the Health Act, 1970, 

in the sum of £500,000 (five hundred thousand pounds)." 

Explanatory memorandum circulated to each Member of 

the Board by the Chief Executive Officer on 25th 

April, 1978, regarding an increase from 1st April, 1978, 

in the annual Health Contribution, payable by persons 

with limited eligibility, from£E5.00 (fifteen pounds) 

to £18.00 (eighteen pounds) in the case of farmers 

and other self-employed persons, and an increase from 

39p (thirty nine pence) to 50p. (fifty pence) in the 

case of persons insured under the Social Welfare Acts, 

was considered. The memorandum also set out particulars 

of the percentage collection of the Health Contribution 

by the Board from 1st October, 1971, to 30th September, 

1977, as on 31st March, 1978. Members expressed 

concern at the drop in the percentage collection. 

Councillor J. Mulrooney suggested that the Board make 

representations to have the contribution year altered 

to eliminate the necessity for arrears demands being 

issued for increases in the case of persons who had 

already paid their contributions. The Chief Executive 

Officer said that he would take this matter up with 

the Department of Health. Councillor Mrs. C.Fallon, 

suggested that the Board employ someone to collect 

the contributions in person and the Chief Executive 
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Officer said he would consider this suggestion. Actual 

amounts collected from farmers by the Health Board since 

the Health Contribution was introduced from 1st October 

1971, amounted to £456,848.91p. (four hundred and fifty 

six thousand eight hundred and forty eight pounds ninety 

one pence. 

in 1971/1972 

in 1972/1973 

in 1973/1974 

in 1974/1975 

in 1975/1976 

in 1976/1977 

in 1977/1978 

£68,659.00 

£57,368.00 

£46,735.00 

£71,047.31 

£72,217.20 

£79,775.31 

£61,047.09 

Three hundred cases had been selected for reference to 

the Board's Solicitor for legal action and the Chief 

Executive Officer said that he would bring the matter 

before the Board again in about three months time when 

the results of legal proceedings were available. 

Increased Rates Of 

Allowances Under 

The Disabled Persons 

(Rehabilitation) 

Regulations, 1973, 

Allowance for 

Domicilary Care Of 

Severely Handicapped 

Children, and Special 

Schools For, Mentally 

Handicapped; 

The Chief Executive Officer's Explanatory 

memorandum of 28th April, 1978, circulated 

at the Meeting, setting out the estimated 

additional costs of £41,080. (forty one 

thousand and eighty pounds) in 1978, of 

meeting the increases in allowances was 

considered and noted, on the proposal of 

Senator M.D.Lyons, seconded by Councillor 

J. Mulrooney. 



Reports From 

Meetings of 

Standing 

Committee: 

Regional 

Public 

Analyst's 

Report For 

Year Ended 

31st December, 

1977: 
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Minutes of Meeting of the Board's General Hospital 

Care Standing Committee held on 27th January, 1978, 

copy of which was circulated to each Member on 25th 

April, 1978, was considered, noted and recommendations 

therein approved, on the proposal of Doctor M.J.Gilvarry, 

seconded by Councillor D.Dalton. 

The Western Region Public Analyst Report for the year 

ended 31st December, 1977, circulated to each Member 

on 25th April, 1978, was considered and adopted on 

the proposal of Councillor J.P.O'Callaghan, Chairman. 

In reply to questions raised on his report Dr.T.D.Feeley, 

stated that steps were being taken to improve the range 

and number of food samples being taken in the Western 

Health Board area. 

The monitoring programme for Killala Bay was now in 

operation but as the Asahi Factory had only recently 

commenced operation it was too early to report on the 

progress yet. The position in Galway Bay was also 

kept under review by a monitoring committee established 

jointly by the Chief Executive Officer and Galway 

County Manager and this Committee had recently issued 

a report to the Galway County Manager, entitled 

"report on some aspects of water quality in Galway Bay 

and Lough Corrib". 

The results of the Lead Survey carried out in the 

neighbourhood of Tynagh indicated that no problem 

existed in relation to milk or vegetables, though the 

lead content was slightly above the mean figure for 

the Board's area in general. 

The details in the report concerning Industrial Toxicology 

could not be elaborated on as this work was done on a 

confidential basis for the various firms concerned. 

Although the report showed deficiencies in milk supplies 

at the Galway Hospitals this was not a serious problem 

and the results were inkeeping with the general picture 

in the West of Ireland. 

The Chief Executive Officer in further elaboration stated 

that though there had been a number of prosecutions of 

food premises these were not always reported in the media. 

The Board had also experienced difficulty in recruiting 

the approved complement of Health Inspectors and a further 

difficulty was the growing demand for services in respect 
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of local authority work. The latest budget figure for the 

cost of running the Regional Public Analyst Department was 

£112,302 (one hundred and twelve thousand three hundred and 

two pounds) and the receipts from private clients of 

£45,545.(forty five thousand five hundred and forty five 

pounds) in 1977, was a considerable increase on the figure 

of £19,957. (nineteen thousand nine hundred and fifty seven 

pounds) in 1976. The Chief Executive Officer stated that 

the Commissioning by the European Commission of survey work 

by the Public Analyst's Laboratory was a tribute to the 

Board and to Dr.T.D.Feeley. In relation to Killala Bay 

the Chief Executive Officer stated that the present financial 

arrangments were that half the cost of monitoring was being 

met by Asahi, subject to a maximum contribution of £10,000, 

half of the remainder by Mayo County Council and of the 

final remainder the Western Health Board would meet two-thirds 

of the cost and the North Western Health Board one-third. 

This arrangment was approved by the Board, on the proposal 

of Deputy P.J.Morley,M.C.C, seconded by Deputy P.Flynn,M.C.C. 

Members expressed appreciateion of the work being done by 

Dr.T.D.Feeley, and his Staff and the Chief Executive Officer 

associated himself with these compliments. 

I. Building Programme 

The Chief Executive Officer reported that he had 

recently met the Roscommon County Manager and he was pleased 

to report that the site for the Home for the Aged at 

Roscommon had been agreed and that there was no objection 

to work proceeding at Castlerea on the site acquired from 

Roscommon County Council in relation to which approval was 

expected soon from the Department of Health; prompt action 

was now also likely in regard to provision of sheltered 

housing on the land provided by the Board at Plunkett Home, 

Boyle. Satisfaction at these developments was expressed by 

Members. In reply to a query from Councillor T.Byrne, the 

Chief Executive Officer said that the proposal to provide a 

Home for Aged at Ardrahan, had run into difficulties as a 

result of the lack of water in the vicinity. He had received 

confirmation only recently from the County Council that 

water would not be available and he proposed to bring the 

matter formally to the Board's notice shortly. Councillor 

T.Byrne,said that he had been surprised to hear locally 

that the scheme was being dropped, as he was aware of two 

sources of water quite close to the house in question, and he 

undertook to give particulars to the Chief Executive Officer. 
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2* Federation of Roscommon County Hospital and Portiuncula 

Hospital, Ballinasloe 

The Chief Executive Officer reported that a further 

Meeting on this subject had been held at the Board's 

Headquarters on the previous Friday, 28th April, 1978, 

at which the Board, Portiuncula Hospital, the Department 

of Health and Comhairle na nOspideal had been represented. 

An important issue had arisen at this Meeting relating to 

Maternity Services, and also to some extent to Paediatric 

Services, and he had informed the Meeting that it would be 

necessary for him to come back to his Board for direction 

in relation to these matters. The matters at issue were 

of such importance that it appeared desirable that the 

Board should hold a Special Meeting, which would be 

attended by its negotiating team and relevant professional 

staff, as a result of which the Board could reach a 

decision from the options available. On the proposal of 

Councillor Concannon, seconded by Councillor Dalton it was 

decided to hold the Special Meeting at 7.30 p.m. on I2th 

May, 1978, in the Boardroom, at Merlin Park Regional Hospital. 

Dr. M.J.Gilvarry suggested that as it would be important 

to facilitate the fullest and frankest discussion by Board 

Members and the most open contributions to the Meeting by 

the Board's advisers, the Meeting should be held in 

Committee. Councillor Concannon said that while he understood 

the motives behind this suggestion he felt that if the 

ultimate result of the negotiations were not to the Board's 

advantage the Members would be blamed, and for this reason 

he proposed that the Meeting should be in public. This 

proposal was seconded by Councillor J.P.O'Callaghan,Chairman. 

Dr.M.J.Gilvarry then proposed as an amendment that the 

Meeting should be in committee and this was seconded by 

Mr. J.P.O'Donnell. In reply to Councillor D.Dalton,the 

Chief Executive Officer clarified that no final decisions 

could be made at negotiations and that the matter would 

come back to the Board in due course for its final decision 

on the outcome of negotiations. Considerable discussion 

took place on whether the Special Meeting should be held 

in committee or in public and as no agreement could be 

reached the amendment, that the Meeting should be held in 

committee, was put to the Meeting and was carried on a vote 

as follows : 
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For the Amendment 

Dr. E. O'Beirne, 

Senator M.D.Lyons, M.C.C., 

Mr.P.Raftery, M.C.C., 

Mr. H. Melvin, M.C.C., 

Mr.D.Dalton, M.C.C., 

Dr.M.Clarke, 

Dr.T.R.Cahill, 

Dr.M.J.Gilvarry, 

Dr.H.M.Weir, 

Mr.J.P.O'Donnell, M.P.S.I., 

Mr. J. Mulrooney, M.C.C., 

Dr.B.Murphy, F.R.C.S., 

Prof.J.Flynn, 

Dr.J.J.Tobin, 

Aga inst the Amendment 

Mrs. C.Fallon, M.C.C., 

Mr.E.Carey, M.C.C., 

Mr.J.Morley, T.D., M.C.C., 

Mr. T.O'Baoill, R.P.N. 

Mr. J.Molloy, M.C.C., 

Mr. P. Flynn, T.D., M.C.C., 

Mr. P. Concannon, M.C.C., 

Mr. T.Byrne, M.C.C., 

Mr. J.Waldron, M.C.C., 

Mr.M.Kelly, M.C.C., 

Mr.E.Haverty, M.C.C., 

Mr. M.Ryan, M.C.C., 

Mr. J.P.O'Callaghan, M.C.C., 

Total. 14. Total. 13. 

The Chairman declared the amendment carried. 

The Chief Executive Officer informed the Board that he had received 

the text of a resolution adopted by the Roscommon Local Health 

Advisory Committee at its Meeting on I4th April, 1978,calling on 

the Health Board to reject the terms of any agreement reached at 

negotiations, if full maternity services were not provided for at 

Roscommon, and he said that this resolution would be before the 

Board at its Special Meeting of I2th May, 1978. 

Audit 

Of Board's 

Accounts 

for 1973/74 

And nine Months 

Jo 3lst December# 

1974: 

Following a report from the Chief Executive Officer, it 

was unanimously resolved on the proposition of Councillor 

D.Dalton, seconded by Senator M.D.Lyons:-

"That we hereby endorse the action of the Chief Executive 

Officer in his response to the request of the Local 

Government Auditor for Interview Board recommendation, 

and further request him to take all necessary steps to 

preserve the absolute confidentiality of the papers 

containing these recommendations, unless same are 

requisitioned by Ministerial Order or Order of the Court, 

after claim of privilege has been disallowed in the 

latter case". 
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The Chief Executive Officer referred to a letter of 

28th April, 1978, received on the day of the Meeting 

i.e. 1st May,1978,which he had circulated to the Members 

from the Department of Health concerning membership of 

Comhairle na nOspideal and said that he would ask the 

Board to consider this letter at the Special Meeting of 

the Board on I2th May, 1978. This was agreed. 

The following Motion proposed by Councillor E.Carey, 

seconded by Councillor H.Melvin was adopted:-

"That paragraph 3 (2) of the Board's Standing Orders be 

amended by the deletion of the following words in the 

second sentence:-

'at 4.00 p.m. from April to September, inclusive 

and' and 'from October to March inclusive'." 

The Meeting then concluded. 

Signed: 

E. Hannan, 

Chief Executive Officer. 

Confirmed and adopted at Meeting of Western Health 

Board held at 3.00 p.m. on Tuesday, 6th June, 1978, 

at the District Hospital, Clifden, County Galway. 

Signed -r//«c/. /lSf/u 

Chairman. 


