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Western Health Board 
Telephone: Galway (091) *«©( 6 6 1 0 1 

Your Ref: 
HQ. 175 Our Ref: 

(Please quote our ref. in any reply) 

Headquarters, 

Merlin Park Regional Hospital, 

Galway. 

28th June, 1977 

TO: EACH MEMBER OF THE BOARD: 

Dear Member, 

u I
+
dofirf JS inform you that the next meeting of the Board will be 

held at Plunkett Home, Boyle, at 4.00 p.m. on Monday, 4th July, 1977 
Agenda is set out hereunder. 

You are hereby requested to attend. 

Yours sincerely, 

—A*y 

E. Hannan, 
Chief Executive O f f i c e r . 

A G E N D A 

1 . Opening Prayer. 

2. V e r i f i c a t i o n of Minutes of Meeting held on 7th June, 1977. 
(copy he rew i th ) . 

3. E lec t i on of Members of Professions to the Health Board and Local 
Committees and Appointments to Local Committees. (Report herewith 
and see Report dated 14th June, 1977, already c i r c u l a t e d ) . 

4 . Appointment o f four Members to Galway Regional Hospi ta l Board. 

5. Appointments to vacancies on Standing Committees. 

6. General Medical Services - Report herewi th. 

7. Minutes o f Standing Committee Meetings, as f o l l o w s : -

(a) Psych ia t r i c and Ge r i a t r i c Care Standing Committee Meeting 
held on 13th May, 1977 (copy herewi th) . 

(b) Community Care Standing Committee Meeting held on 30th 
May, 1977 (copy herewi th ) . 

8. Chief Execut ive O f f i c e r ' s Progress Report: 

(a) "Choice o f Doctor" and "Choice of Pharmacist" Schemes. 

(b) Bu i l d i ng Programme. 

:t 

us 

*nie iiL'uiin Act, TYTU, i n tffe~ 

sum of £lm. (one m i l l i o n pounds)". 
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9. NOTICE OF MOTION: 

(«) fro. Mr. P. Fly*,. M.C.C., T.D., and Mr. P.J. Morley, M.C.C., T.D.: 

"Jt!\i£? • • • t ! r n ll!0}*!! B o a r d c o l l « °" t h« Government and 
o i L r t - H t ' I f S ' uP? * " " » * * « * « to decentralize the Ueportaent of Health to Golway." 

c t 

us 

'f 
sum of £lm. (one mi l l ion pounds)". 
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(Western Hea l th Board) 

^"VllZl ^2h X |y ""liM ° f W e , t e r n H e a l t h Board , he ld on Tueedoy, 7 t h June, 197?, a t S t . Brendan's Home, Lough 
he ld a t 4 . 0 0 p.m. 

rea, Co. Galway. 

P r e s e n t : 

Other Members: 

Apology: 

In Attendance: 

Opening Prayer: 

Resolution of 

Syapathy: 

Minutes: 

O v e r d r a f t 

Accommodation f o r 

p e r i o d end ing 30 th 

September, 1977: 

C o u n c i l l o r J . P . O 'Ca l l aghan , Chai 
p r e s i d e d . 

rman, who 

Messrs. P.C. Bresnihan, E. Carey, Miss D. Casey, 
Messrs. P. Concannon, J. Costello, D. Dalton, 
G. Dodd, M.J. Dyar, M.J. Egan, P. Flynn, M. 
Gilswre, E. Haverty, M. Kelly, J.D. Kennedy, 
M.D. Lyons, M.J. McLoughlin, H. Melvin, 
J. Mulrooney, T. O'Baoill, J.P. O'Donnell, 
P.O. Power, J.R. Shea, and J.J. Tobin. 

Councillor P.J. Morley. 

Messrs. E. Hannan, Chief Executive Officer; 
P. McDaid and S. O'Donoghue, Programme Managers; 
Dr. N. O'Beirn, Medical Administrator; and 
C. Crowley, Hospital Administrator, Galway and 
Merlin Park Regional Hospitals, Sr. M. Margaret 
Mary, Matron, St. Brendan's Hospital, Loughrea; 
and J. O'Leary, Secretary. 

The Opening Prayer was recited in Irish by the 

Chief Executive Officer. 

On the proposal of Councillor J.P. O'Callaghan, 

Chairman, seconded by Councillor H. Melvin, 

Vice-Chairman, the sympathy of the Board was 

extended to Dr. N. O'Beirn, Medical Administrator 

Galway and Merlin Park Regional Hospitals and 

Professor Sean O'Beirn, Consultant Surgeon, 

Galway Regional Hospital, on the death of their 

mother. The Chief Executive Officer, on 

behalf of all Sections of the Staff and on his 

own behalf, associated himself with the Resolut

ion of Sympathy. Dr. O'Beirn suitably acknow

ledged. 

Minutes of Monthly Meeting of 2nd May, 1977, 

copies of which were circulated to each Member 

on 1st June, 1977, were adopted on the proposal 

of Councillor H. Melvin, Vice-Chairman, 

seconded by Mr. T. O'Baoill, and then signed 

by the Chairman. 

It was proposed by Councillor H. Melvin, Vice-

Chairman, seconded by Mr. M.J. Egan, and 

resolved: 

"That we hereby authorise the raising of 

Overdraft Accommodation for the period 

ending 30th September, 1977, pursuant to 

Section 33 of the Health Act, 1970, in the 

sum of £lm. (one million pounds)". 
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Statutory Notices having been given in 

both cases, the following Resolutions, 

proposed by Councillor H. Melvin, Vice-Chairman, 

ond seconded by Dr. J.J. Tobin, were adopted 

unanimously: 

•• Dispensary Residence, Abbeyknockmoy, 

County Galway: 

"We hereby consent to the sale of the 

former Dispensary Residence at Abbeyknockmoy, 

County Galway, standing on a site of 0.68 acres 

approximately, to Dr. T.M. 0 Colmain, 

Abbeyknockmoy, for the sum of £13,250, subject 

to the approval of the Minister for Health, 

the purchaser to be responsible for all legal 

and other costs in connection with the 

conveyance, the Board to have first option 

to repurchase at an agreed price in the event 

of resale, or in the absence of agreement at 

a price to be determined by arbitration, and 

to retain the right to use the clinic which 

forms part of the Residence to such extent as 

may be required from time to time, this right 

of user to be subject to a Caretakers 

Agreement on the basis of a 10-year period 

with an option of renewal." 

2. Leasehold Interest in Workhouse Property 

at Glenamaddy, County Galway: 

"We hereby consent to the sale of the 

Board's Leasehold Interest in former Workhouse 

Lands at Glenamaddy, County Galway, consisting 

of approximately 7 acres, 3 roods and 30 

perches, to Mr. Thomas Egan, Cloonlara, 

Glenamaddy, Co. Galway, for the sum of £600, 

subject to the sanction of the Minister for 

Health, the purchaser to be responsible for all 

legal and other costs incurred in connection 

with the conveyance". / 



-3-

Annool Report - Th. Annual Report on the Galway Regional 

Golwoy Regional Hospital. Hospitals for the Year ended 31st 

I Year Ended 31.tD«c-ber, December, 1976, and Memorandum from the 

J—ii Chief Executive Officer, circulated to each 

Member on 26th April, 1977, and deferred 

from Meeting of 2nd May, 1977, for the 

attendance of Dr. N. O'Beirn, Medical 

Administrator, was considered. 

Councillor P.J. O'Callaghan, Chai rman, 

congratulated the Chief Executive Officer, 

Dr. O'Beirn, Miss D. Casey, Acting Chief 

Nursing Officer and Mr. C. Crowley, Hospital 

Administrator, on the production of this 

report, which he believed to be the first 

| such comprehensive report produced for any 

Health Board Hospital. 

Dr. O'Beirn thanked the Chai rman for his 

remarks, and stated that for 1975, they had 

produced the bare statistics for the Regional 

Hospitals, without any commentary. The Chief 

Executive Officer had readily approved and 

supported a proposal that the report for 

1976 should include an account of the 

activities and objectives of the various 

Departments of the Hospitals. This report 

would serve as a baseline against which 

| future progress could be measured. The 

chief lesson to be learned from the statistic 

was that the Regional Hospital at Newcastle 

had reached saturation point, particularly, 

with regard to out-patient services, which 

involved 50 clinics a week in very restricted 

accommodation. Future development at this 

Hospital should concentrate on additional 

out-patient facilities, rather than on more 

Hospital beds. The development of the 

Programmed Investigation Unit referred to in 

the report had great possibilities for 

economising on the use of beds in acute 

General Hospitals. 

In reply to Mr. P.C Bresnihan, the Chief 

Executive Officer stated that the Department 

of Health had not yet sanctioned the Unified 



» 

> 

Abstract of Accounts -

Year ended 31st December, 

.1976, and Average Daily 

Costs for the Board's 

Institutions from 

1970 to 1976: 

Management arrangement approved by the Board 

at its meeting of 1st December, 1975, and 

submitted to the Department in January, 1976. 

The proposal was the subject of a full day°s 

discussion with Officers of the Department 

on 2nd April, 1976, since when there was no 

further development, although the integration 

of two hospitals was one of the recommendations 

contained in the Report of the Consultative 

Council on the General Hospital Services of 

June, 1968. The Unified Management Structure 

had in fact been in operation since 1st 

January, 1976 and some of its first fruits 

could be seen in the Report now before the 

Board. The Report also highlighted gaps 

within the Service and these were summarised 

in his memorandum of 26th April, 1977. 

On the proposal of Mr. P.C. Bresnihan, 

seconded by Mr. J. Costello, the following 

Resolution was adopted unanimously: 

"That we call on the Minister for Health to 

sanction the Unified Management Arrangements 

for Galway and Merlin Park Regional 

Hospitals, approved by the Board at its 

meeting of 1st December, 1975, and provide 

funds as a matter of urgency to meet the 

gaps now highlighted." 

Dr. M.J. Dyar asked if the number of 

applications for out-patient appointments 

exceeded the number of attendances and 

requested that such applications should be 

acknowledged on receipt. Dr. O'Beirn replied 

and agreed to examine this matter further. 

The Report was then noted. 

Summary of the Abstract of Accounts for the 

Year ended 31st December, 1976, and details 

of Average Daily Costs for the Board's 

Institutions from 1970 to 1976, circulated 

to each Member by the Chief Executive t 

Officer on 1st June, 1977, were noted on 

the proposal of Councillor H. Melvin, 

Vice-Chairman, seconded by Mr. M.J. Egan. 

ki 

1 s, 
9Ct 

ly 

ous 
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Election of Heabert 

of Professions to 

the Heolth Boord ond 

Local Co—it tees: 

Report of Mr. E. Hannan, Returning Officer, 

circulated to each Member on 1st June, 1977, 

notifying the Board of the Members of 

Professions elected to the Health Board and 

the Local Committees, at the close of 

nominations at 1 p.m. on Friday, 13th May, 

1977, and of the vacancies being contested 

by ballot, was noted. 

Councillor J.P. O'Callaghan, Cha irman, 

congratulated Mr. Tomas 0 Baoill and Mr. 

J.P. O'Donnell on their re-election and 

regretted that Mr. P.C. Bresnihan, Miss D 

Casey, Dr. M. Gilmore, Professor J.D. Kennedy, 

Dr. M.J. McLoughlin, Dr. P.D. Power and Dr. 

J.R. Shea, were not seeking re-election. 

All the Members present associated themselves 

with the Chairman's remarks and each of the 

outgoing Members in turn thanked the Chairman, 

Vice-Chairman, the other Members, The Chief 

Executive Officer, and his Staff for their 

cooperation and valuable experience gained 

during their term of Office. Messrs. T. 

0 Baoill and J.P. O'Donnell also thanked the 

Chairman and the other Members for their 

congratulations. 

The Chief Executive Officer stated that he 

wished to place on record his appreciation of 

the service given by the outgoing Members and 

congratulated Messrs. T. 0 Baoill and J.P. 

O'Donnell on their re-election. 

On the proposal of Councillor D. Dalton, 

seconded by Senator M.D. Lyons, the following 

Resolution was adopted unamimously: 

"That we recommend to the Minister for Health 

the re-appointment of Messrs. James Costello, 

Michael J. Egan and Paraic O'Cathain to the 

Western Health Board for a further term of 

Office from 1st July, 1977" 



F r - T r o v l , E l e c t r i c i t y Th. Chief Executive O f f i c e r ' s repor t of 31st 
Allowonce ond 

Te lev is ion Licence for 

Recip ients o f Disobled 

Persons Mointenonce 

Allowance: 

Proposed Federat ion 

of County H o s p i t a l , 

Rosco with 
Portiunculo 

Hospital, Ballinosloe: 

Hoy, 1977, circulated to each Member on the 

extension of Free Travel, Electricity Allowance 

and Television Licence to persons in receipt 

of Disabled Persons Maintenance Allowance, 

with effect from 1st April, 1977, was noted, on 

the proposal of Councillor J. Mulrooney and 

seconded by Councillor E. Carey. 

On the proposal of Councillor D. Dalton,seconded 

by Councillor M. Kelly, the following 

Resolution was adopted unanimously: 

"That we rocommend that the Minister for 

Social Welfare extend the scheme of Free 

Electricity Allowance and Free Television 

Licence to persons in receipt of Disabled 

Persons Maintenance Allowance, residing with 

relatives, other than those at present 

specified in the Regulations." 

The Chief Executive Officer's report on 

discussion at the County Hospital, Roscommon, 

on 11th May, 1977, between representatives 

of the Board and representatives of the 

Department of Health, led by Dr. B. Hensey, 

Secretary of the Department, on the proposed 

federation of the County Hospital, Roscommon 

and Portiuncula Hospital, Ballinasloe, and 

Dr. Hensey's letter of 18th May, 1977, copies 

of which were circulated to each Member on 

1st June, 1977, were considered. 

Councillor J.P. O'Callaghan, Chairman, 

seconded by Councillor P. Concannon, thanked 

and complimented the Board's representatives 

at the discussion, in particular the non-

Roscommon representatives, Councillor H. Melvin, 

Vice-Chairman, Senator M.D. Lyons and Mr. T. 

0 Baoill. The Chief Executive Officer, 

Mr. M. Killeen, Programme Manager and Mr. 

P. O'Meara, Planning and Evaluation Officer 

were complimented on the documentation and 

presentation of the Board's case for the 

federation. 
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The Chief Executive Officer thanked the Chairman 

and Councillor Concannon for their remarks and 

stated that his report and Dr. Hensey's letter had 

already been considered at a Special Meeting of the 

General Institutional Care Standing Committee, 

held before the meeting of the Board. The Standing 

Committee had agreed 

(a) to the recommendations contained in this 

report, except that they recommended that the 

Board should agree to the participation of 

Comhairle na nOspideal in the discussions proposed 

by Dr. Hensey with Portiuncula Hospital and 

representatives of the Department of Health, 

(b) that the Minister should be called on to 

sanction the Junior Medical Staffing proposed 

for County Hospital, Roscommon, and provide the 

funds necessary for the appointments, and 

(c) to renew their request to the Minister to 

receive a deputation from the Board, to hear their 

views on the proposed federation. 

Councillor G. Dodd, seconded by Councillor P. 

Concannon, proposed that:-

"The Board should press the Minister to 

receive the deputation, before discussions 

between the four interests were arranged," 

but when it was pointed out that this 

proposal did not conflict with the recommendations 

of the Standing Committee, the following 

Resolution, proposed by Senator M.D. Lyons, 

and seconded by Mr. J. Costello was adopted 

unanimously:-

"1. We again request an Tanaiste, the 

Minister for Health to meet a deputation from 

the Board to hear our views on the proposed 

federation of Roscommon County Hospital and 

Portiuncula Hospital, Ballinasloe. 

2. We again request the approval to the 

Junior Medical Staff for Roscommon County 

Hospital, as set out in Federation agreement 

of 30th September, 1976, and funds therefor, 

as early as possible. 



3. The second Post of Consultant Physician 

at Portiuncula Hospital, Ballinasloe is not 

required in the context of the Federation 

and should not be funded or filled at present. 

4. We agree without prejudice to participate 

in the Four Party discussion proposed by 

Dr. B. Hensey, Secretary, Department of Health 

in his letter of 18th May, 1977, but request 

clarification of the proposed role therein, 

of Comhairle na nOspideal, in the light of 

their limited functions as per Section 41(b) 

of the Health Act, 1970, and paragraph 4 of 

Dr. Hensey's letter of 18th May, 1977. 

5. That the application to Comhairle na 

nOspideal for approval to the appointment of 

a Consultant Obstetrician to the County 

Hospital, Roscommon be renewed, following 

the appointment of a Consultant Physician 

and Consultant Surgeon to that Hospital. " 

It was agreed that the Board's deputation 

to meet the Minister would be composed of the 

same Members who represented the Board at 

the discussion, at County Hospital, Roscommon 

on 11th May, 1977. 

Introduction of Social The Chief Executive Officer's report on 

Welfare (Supplementary the introduction the Social Welfare 

Welfare Allowances) (Supplementary Welfare Allowances) Act, 1975, 

Act. 1975. from from 1st July, 1977, circulated to each 

1st July, 1977; Member on 1st June, 1977, was considered and 

on the proposal of Councillor H. Melvin, Vice-

Chairman, seconded by Senator M.D. Lyons, 

the following Resolution was adopted unanimous-

ly: 

"We hereby note the terms of the Chief 

Executive Officer's report of 1st June, 1977, 

on the introduction of the Social Welfare 

(Supplementary Welfare Allowances) Act, 1975, 

from 1st July, 1977, and call on the Minister 

for Social Welfare to make the contributions 

to the Local Authorities, as envisaged in the 

Act in respect of increases in Home 
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Revenue Budget - Yeor 

Ending 31st December, 

1978: 

Report fro* Mating of 

Stonding Co—ittee: 

A»»i«tonce payments, from 1st January, 

1976, and the coming into operation of 

the Act." 

Department of Health Guidelines relating 

to the preparation of non-capital 

estimates for 1978, circulated to each 

Member on 1st June, 1977, were noted. The 

Chief Executive Officer will report further 

to the Board in due course. 

Minutes of Special Meeting of Psychiatric 

and Geriatric Care Standing Committee of 

4th April, 1977, copies of which were 

circulated to each Member on 1st June, 1977, 

were considered. The Chief Executive 

Officer stated that the Board had already 

adopted at its meeting of 2nd May, 1977, 

the Standing Committee's recommendations on 

the sub-division of St. Brigid's Hospital, 

Ballinasloe. He intended setting up a 

Working Party to examine the problem of 

alcoholism and advise and make recommendations 

to him. He will report further to the Board 

at a later date. 

Chief Executive Officer's 

Progress Report: 

The Chief Executive Officer reported 

as follows:-

1. General Medical Services: 

He had intended presenting a comprehensive 

report on the "Choice of Doctor" and 

"Choise of Pharmacist" Schemes at this 

meeting, but was awaiting the Annual Report 

from the General Medical Services 

(Payments) Board. In the meantime, the 

latest returns from the Payments Board 

gave the following particulars in 

respect of the Board's Area: 
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a) PAYMENTS: 

Doctors 

£. 

Pharmacists 

(cost of Drugs & Dispensing) 

£. 
Year ended 
31 /12 /1976 1 ,443,227 

Year t o da te 
( J a n . & Feb. 

1977) 252,874 

February 1977 125,412 

2,508,903 

478,472 

244,220 

T o t a l 

£ . 

3 ,952 ,130 

731,346 

369,632 

b) BREAKDOWN OF PAYMENTS TO PHARMACISTS - FEBRUARY, 1977: 

P r e s c r i p t i o n s ( # T o t a l ) Stock Orders ( j f T o t a l ) T o t a l (% T o t a l ) 

Ingred ient C o s t : 

^Dispensing f e e : 

I.A.T.: 

•TOTAL: 

127,049 (71 .41 ) 52,540 (79 .25 ) 179,589 (73 .54 ) 

48 ,740 (27 .39 ) 13,135 (19 .81 ) 61,875 ( 2 5 . 3 3 ) 

2 /132 ( 1.20) 624 ( 0 . 9 4 ) 2,756 ( 1 . 1 3 ) 

177,921 (100 .00) 66,299 (100 .00) 244,220 (100 .00 ) 

c ) VISITING RATES 

Year ended 
31/12/1976 

February 1977 

WESTERN 

Surg. 

3.82 

3.96 

HEALTH 

Pom. 

0.76 

0.83 

BOARD 

Total 

4.58 

4.79 

WHOLE 

Surg. 

4.32 

4.14 

COUNTRY 

Dom. 

1.12 

1.11 

Total 

5.44 

5.25 

2 . Proposed M e n t a l l y Handicapped Complex 
a t Sw in fo rd , Co. Mayo. 

The purchase o f a s i t e f o r the development o f 

a Complex f o r M e n t a l l y Handicapped a d u l t s a t 

S w i n f o r d , Co. Mayo, had been approved by t h e 

Department o f H e a l t h , per l e t t e r dated 19th March, 

1975, Ref . L 50 /277, but h i s l a t e s t i n f o r m a t i o n , 

f o l l o w i n g a meet ing w i t h O f f i c i a l s o f the Department 

o f Hea l t h on 22nd A p r i l , 1977 was t h a t a p p r o v a l t o 

proceed w i t h t h i s development had no t y e t been 

g r a n t e d . Updated s t a t i s t i c s on the e x t e n t o f the 

problem were being prepared f o r submiss ion t o the 

Department o f H e a l t h . The present p o s i t i o n was 

t h a t p laces f o r c h i l d r e n i n r e s i d e n t i a l 

schoo ls were being b locked by young a d u l t s 

f o r whom the re was no a l t e r n a t i v e 
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r e s i d e n t i o l accommodation. In a d d i t i o n a large 

number of mentally handicapped from the 

Western Health Board area were accommodated in 

other Health Board areas, which added to the 

problems of these a reas . 

On the proposal of Senator M.D. Lyons, seconded 

by Counci l lor E. Carey, a Resolution was 

adopted, c a l l i n g on the Min is ter for Health to 

•alee funds ava i l ab le fo r the development of a 

Complex for Mental ly Handicapped Adults a t 

Swinford, Co. Mayo, as a matter of extreme 

urgency. 

3 . Bui lding Programme. 

S i te works had commenced on 23rd May, 1977, in 

connection with the construction of a Welfare 

Home, a t Carraroe, Co. Galway. The t a r g e t date 

for completion was 8th May, 1978. 

4 . Ras Toi l teonn, 1977. 

The Health Education Bureau are co-sponsors of the ' ' 

Ras Ta i l teann Bicycle Race i n 1977 as par t of 

t h e i r campaign to promote physical a c t i v i t y and 

f i t n e s s . Boyle had been chosen f o r the Stage end 

on Sunday, 12th June, 1977, and Counci l lor J . P . 

O'Callaghan, Chairman of the Board, had been 

i n v i t e d by the Bureau to present the Stage Jersey 

to the winner a f t e r the f i n i s h of tha t stage of 

the Race a t 5 .12 p.m. 1 s : 
r j e t 

F 

5. Ambulance Service Awards. 

The fol lowing were the winners a t the Annual Ly 

Competition for Best-Kept Ambulance and Present

a t ion of Safe-Dr iv ing Awards held a t Sacred Heart a 

Home, Castlebar, on 2nd May, 1977: -

Ambulance Man of the Year: 3us 

1st - Joseph Darcy - Galway. 

2nd - Michael McGrath - Be lmul le t . 

3rd - John O ' N e i l l - C l i f d e n . 

Best Maintained Ambulance: 

1st - Boyle, under Mart in Higgins. ^ 

2nd - Galway, under Michael Glynn. 

3rd - Castlebar, under John Denning. 

Special Awards: 

John McHale, Cast lebar . 

Miss N. McNicholas - Cast lebar . 

\ 
\ 
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* J ° P Creation - Community Care Programme. 

In addition to the allocations already notified 

to the Board at Special Budget Meeting of 28th 

April, 1977, the Department of Health had made 

additional allocations on 31st May, 1977, of 

£12,300 for 1977 and £24,600 for 1978 to fund the 

appointments of four more Public Health Nurses, two 

more Clerical Officers and two more Clerk/Typists in 

the Community Care Programme. 

7. Control of Rabies. 

At a meeting of the Programme Manager with 

Directors of Community Care, and Section Officers 

on 28th April, 1977, it was decided that a 

submission be made to the Board to recommend to 

the Department of Health, that the following 

proposals be implemented to ensure more adequate 

control of rabies:-

(a) Stiffer Importation penalties. 

(b) Elimination of Stray Dogs. 

(c) Greater supervision of Licensed Animals. 

On the proposal of Senator M.D. Lyons, seconded 

by Councillor E. Carey, the submission was adopted. 

8. Health Contributions. 

The Chief Executive Officer's Memorandum of 7th is, 
»ct 

June, 1977,and annexed Table contrasting the position • 

of persons paying Health Contributions with that 

of persons covered for Health Services solely by 

Voluntary Health Insurance, were circulated at the Ly 

Meeting and noted. 

(1) Dissolution of Comhairle no nOspideal: 

The following Motion, Notice of which had been 

duly given by Councillor P. Concannon, deferred 

from meeting of 2nd May, 1977, was proposed by 

Councillor P. Concannon, and seconded by Councillor 

G. Dodd: 

"That having regard to a serious situation which 

could arise in this Health Board area as a result 

of Comhairle na n-Ospideal refusing to recognise 

the need for additional Consultant Medical Staff, 

we the Members of the Western Health Board, request 

the Minister for Health as a matter of grave 

JUS 
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urgency to revoke Section 41 of the Health 

Act, 1970". 

Copies of Section 41 of the Health Act, 1970 

were circulated to each Member on 1st June, 

1977. 

In introducing the Motion, Councillor 

Concannon reviewed the actions of Comhairle na 

nOspideal in relation to the proposed Federation 

of County Hospital, Roscommon and Portiuncula 

Hospital, Ballinasloe. It had left applications 

for replacement of Consultants in Roscommon 

County Hospital, in abeyance, pending the 

outcome of negotiations on the Federation, and 

then exceeded it's functions in giving advice, 

prejudicial to the County Hospital on the 

operations of that Hospital under the Federation 

and had approved of Consultant appointments in 

Portiuncula Hospital, not sought in the agreed 

terms of the Federation. The decisions of 

An Comhairle appear to be prejudiced against 

provincial areas. 

Following a lengthy discussion, in the course 

of which, the view was expressed that since its 

establishment, Comhairle na nOspideal had 

achieved a more equitable distribution of 

Consultants throughout the country and that 

the concept of making decisions on Consultant 

appointments independent of political 

considerations, was sound in principle, 

nevertheless, the Comhairle had too much power, 

and there should be some Appeals machinery 

against its decisions. 

Councillor P. Concannon, the proposer of the 

original Motion, and its seconder, Councillor 

G. Dodd, withdrew the Motion by leave of the 

Meeting, and the following amended Motion, 

proposed by Mr. M.J. Egan, and seconded by 

Councillor P. Concannon, was adopted 

unanimously:-
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"That having regard to a serious situation which 

could arise in this Health Board area as a result 

of Comhairle na n-Ospideal refusing to recognise 

the need for additional Consultant Medical Staff, 

we the Members of the Western Health Board, 

request the Minister for Health as a matter of 

grave urgency, to amend Section 41 of the Health 

Act, 1970, by providing for a right of Appeal 

to a Board, to be established for that purpose, 

by any person aggrieved by a decision of Comhairle 

na n-Ospideal." 

(2) Dental Services: 

The following Motion, Notice of which had been 

duly given, was proposed by Councillor E. Haverty, 

seconded by Dr. M.J. McLoughlin, and resolved:-

"We again call on the Minister for Health to 

approve the payment of Department of Social Welfare 

scale of fees to private dentists providing services 

to patients eligible for dental treatment under 

the Health Acts." 
It was agreed to send a copy of the Resolution toeach 

other Health Board and seek their support for it. 

(3) Combined Nurse Training School at Castlebar: 

The following Motion, Notice of which was duly 

given, was proposed by Councillor P. Flynn, 

seconded by Councillor J. Mulrooney, and resolved:-

"That this Board calls on the Minister for Health 

as a matter or urgency to provide funds in the 

current financial year for the erection of the 

combined nurse training school at Castlebar, 

i.e. General and Psychiatric". 

In introducing the Motion, Councillor P. Flynn 

stated that the establishment of a combined nurse 

training school at Castlebar, had been approved as 

far back as 1970, and seven years later no 

financial commitment had been given towards its 

establishment. Castlebar was ideally suited for a 

training school for General and Psychiatric Nursing 

with its General and Psychiatric Hospitals, on 

adjacent sides, serving a vast area. Such a School 

would provide 35 Job opportunities a year, and would 

raise the Nursing standards in the Hospitals. 
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1. On the proposal of Councillor P. Flynn, 

seconded by Senator M.D. Lyons, the Board extended 

its good wishes to Mr. P.C. Bresnihan, Board 

Member, on his forthcoming retirement from the Office 

of Consultant Surgeon in General Hospital, Castlebar, 

where he would be missed greatly by the people of 

Castlebar, and County Mayo generally, whom he had 

served with great courage and skill, down through 

the years. 

2. On the proposal of Councillor J.P. O'Callaghan, 

Chairman, seconded by Mr. T. 0 Baoill, the Board 

extended it good wishes to Mr. Malachy Donnelly, 

a Senior Member of the Nursing Staff, St. Patrick's 

Hospital, Castlerea, on his recent retirement. 

The Chief Executive Officer, on behalf of all 

Sections of the Staff, and on his own behalf, 

associated himself with the good wishes to Messrs. 

Bresnihan and Donnelly. 

Before the meeting concluded, Councillor J.P. 

O'Callaghan, on behalf of the Board, wished success 

to Councillors T.Byrne, P. Flynn and P.J. Morley, 

candidates in the forthcoming General Elections. 

The Meeting then concluded. 

Signed: 'W*^- **!' 
E. Hannan, 

Chief Executive Officer. 

Confirmed and adopted at Meeting of Western 

Health Board held at 4.00 p.m. on Monday, 

4th July, 1977, at Plunkett Home, Boyle. 

Signed 
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Telephone: Galway (091)-?»9i 6 6 1 0 1 

Your Ref: 

Our Ref: 

(Please quote our ref. in any reply) 

Headquarters, 
Merlin Park Regional Hospital, 

Galway. 
28th June, 1977. 

TO: EACH MEMBER OF THE BOARD. 

R§2 App°intment_of_Members to Local Committees. 

Dear Member, 

My reports of 1st and 14th instant gave particulars of the persons elected 
to the Local Committees for Counties, Galway, Mayo and Roscommon for a term of 
five years from 1st July, 1977, in accordance with the provisions of Article 3 
of the Health (Local Committees) Regulations, 1977. 

No valid nominations were received for the following categories and there 
will be casual vacancies in these categories after 30th June, 1977:-

Local Committee for County Mayo 

One (]) Registered Medical Practitioner, practising in the County. 
One (1) Registered Dentist, 
One (1) Registered Nurse who is a Public Health Nurse. 
One (l) Registered Pharmaceutical Chemist or Dispensing Chemist and Druggist, 

practising in the County. 

Local Committee for County Roscommon 

Consultant in a General Hospital serving the County and 
other Registered Medical Practitioners practising in the County 
at least one of whom shall be a General Practitioner. 
Registered Dentist. 
Registered Nurse who is a Public Health Nurse. 
Registered Pharmaceutical Chemist or Dispensing Chemist and 
Druggist practising in the County. 

Under Rule 7(2) of the Schedule to the Health (Local Committees) Regulations, 
1972 these vacancies will be filled by appointment by the Health Board, but subject 
to the limitations which governed the appointments of the persons whose cessor of 
Membership caused the vacancies. Under Article 5(2) of the same Regulations the 
original appointments were made on the nomination of bodies representative of 
the relevant categories, and I am advised by the Department of Health that this 
limitation will apply to the filling of the casual vacancies. I have consequently 
requested the professional organisations to nominate qualified persons for 
appointment, and these will be submitted to the Board, when received. 

The following additional appointments to each Local Committee are to be made 
by the Board: 

1. A Medical Officer of the Board performing in the County, duties analogous 
to those performed before 1st April, 1971 by the County Medical Officer. 

2. The Resident Medical Superintendent of a Mental Hospital serving the 

County or a Senior Psychiatrist in the Hospital designated by the Board. 

effective service and thai the Minister be requestnd 

to make such arrangements as a matter of urc^noy, 
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3. The Superintendent Assistance Officer for the County or a person holding 
analogous duties. 

4. Two (2) persons, not members of the County Council, associated with 
Voluntary Organisations concerned with Social Services. 

The following who satisfy the above requirements have consented to serve on 
the Local Committees and I recommend their appointment:-

Local Committee for County Galway. 

Dr. P.D. Power, Director of Community Care and Medical Officer of Health, 

Hibernian House, Eyre Square, Galway. 

Dr. M.J. Reynolds, Chief Psychiatrist, St. Brigid's Hospital, Ballinasloe. 

Mr. Michael Hession, Acting Superintendent Assistance Officer, Hibernian 
House, Eyre Square, Galway. 

Local Committee for County Mayo. 

Dr. L. O'Se, Director of Community Care and Medical Officer of Health, 

County Clinic, Castlebar. 

Dr. M.J. Sarsfield, Consultant Psychiatrist, St. Mary's Hospital, Castlebar. 

Mr. Paul Burke, Acting Superintendent Assistance Officer, County Clinic, 
Castlebar. 

Local Committee for County Roscommon. 

Dr. H.M. Weir, Director of Community Care and Medical Officer of Health, 

Courthouse, Roscommon. 

Dr. Mary P. Spellman, Chief Psychiatrist, St. Patrick's Hospital, Castlerea. 

Mr. P.J. McGreal, Acting Superintendent Assistance Officer, Courthouse, 
Roscommon. 

A further submission will be made concerning the appointment of persons 
associated with Voluntary Organisations. 

Yours sincerely, 

E. Hannan, 
Chief Executive Officer y 

effective service and that the Minister be requested 

to make such arrangements as a matter of urgency, 

ih~ 
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Telephone: Galway (091) 7«W 6 6 1 0 1 

Your Ref: 

Our Ref: 

(Please quote our ref. in any reply) 

Headquarters, 
Merlin Park Regional Hospital, 

Galway. 
14th June, 1977. 

TO EACH MEMBER OF THE BOARD. 

RE: Election of Members of Professions to the Health Board and 
Local Committees. 

Dear Member, 

Further to my report of 1st instant herein the election of six (6) 
Registered Medical Practitioners to the Health Board and one (1) Registered 
Psychiatric Nurse to the Local Committee for County Roscommon has concluded and 
I certify that the following were duly elected on the completion of the counting 
of Votes, which commenced at 10.00 a.m. on this date: 

Name. 

To the Health Board: 

Dr. John J. Tobin. 

Address. Description. 

Dr. Michael J. 
Gilvarry. 

Mr. Bernard Murphy. 

Blackfort, Castlebar, General Medical 
Co. Mayo. Practitioner. 

St. Mary°s Hospital, Chief 
Castlebar, Co. Mayo. Psychiatrist. 

Regional Hospital, Consultant 
Galway. Surgeon. 

Professor John Flynn. Dept of Bacteriology, Consultant 
Regional Hospital, Bacteriologist. 
Galway. 

Dr. Mervyn Clarke. General Hospital, Consultant 
Castlebar, Co. Mayo. Radiologist. 

Dr. Enda 0" Byrne. 42 Father Griffin General Medical 
Road, Galway. Practitioner. 

To the Local Committee for County Roscommon: 

Mr. Thomas Dolan St. Patrick's Hospital, Registered 
Castlerea, Co. Roscommon. Psychiatric 

Nurse. 

Votes Cast in 
favour. 

69 

66 

55 

52 

50 

45 

75 

The elected Members w i l l hold Office for a term of f ive years from 
1st July, 1977. 

Yours sincerely, 

RETURNING OFFICER. 

ii 

effective service and that the Minister be re-quested 

to make such arrancements as a matter of urgency, 
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Telephone: Galway (091) 7631 

Your Ref: 

Our Ref :C/7/^0 

(Please quote our ref. in any reply) 

Community Care. 

Merlin Park Regional Hospital, 

Galway 

29th June, 1977. 

To: Each Member of the Board: 

Re: General Medical Services: 

Dear Member, 

This report, first mentioned by me at Board meeting of 7th March, 
1977, deals with:-

(A) Annual Report of the General Medical Services (Payments) Board 
in respect of the year ended 31st December, 1976, 

(B) Seminar on the General Medical Services held in Gort Mhuire, 
Dundrum, Dublin, on 14th and 15th May, 1977, and 

(c) General observations in relation to the Scheme and its 
operation. 

(A) ANNUAL REPORT OF THE GENERAL MEDICAL SERVICES (PAYMENTS) 
BOARD IN RESPECT OF YEAR ENDED 31st DECEMBER, 1976: 

The Annual Report of the General Medical Services (Payments) Board 
in respect of year ended 31st December, 1976, has just been published 
and I enclose for your information copy thereof, together with 
accompanying Press statement dated 20th June, 1977 • 

In relation to the performance of the service in this Health Board 
area the following will be of interest:-

1. The overall payment of £20.84 per eligible patient was the 
lowest of the eight Health Boards Table 3). On 31st December, 
]976, the percentage covered by General Medical Services Cards 
varied between 25.6k in the Eastern Health Board and 1.98 in 
the Western Health Board area, the national average being 37-75 
(Table k) . 

o TO. • -r, +Ho number of consultations varied between 9.6% 
2. The xncrease in the numDei ux w« ^ .. U f i. t p r n Health 

in the North-Western Health Board and 2.7# in the Western Health 
Board (Table 8B). 

3 . T h i s a r e a c o n t i n u e s to have the lowes t v i s i t i n g r a t e (Table 9 ) . 

" e f f e c t i v e s e r v i c e and t h a t t he M i n i s t e r be r e q u e s t e d 

t o make such a r r a n g e m e n t s a s a m a t t e r of u r g e n c y , 
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It had the lowest increase in the number of prescription forms, 
2.l4°/o as against a national average of V/o (Table 20) , and the 
overall cost of medicines per patient at £12.89 was second 
lowest of the eight Health Boards (Table 25) 

Statistics in relation to doctors' visiting rates and fees do 
not take account of services provided for patients on the panels 
of doctors remunerated solely by way of salary. As on 31st 
December, 1976, there 

representing 

lely by way of salary. As on 
^^...^o. , .jtv, mere were 13 such doctors in this area (Table 1) 
providing services for 12,224 eligible patients, 
6.32% of the total. 

6. While an exceptionally high proportion of the population in this 
Board's area, relative to the country as a whole, is eligible 
for general medical services, the operation of the Scheme 
compares favourably with performance generally. 

(B) SEMINAR ON THE GENERAL MEDICAL SERVICES HELD IN GORT 
MHUIRE, DUNDRUM, ON Ikth AND 15th MAY, 1977; 

This Seminar was held under the aegis of the Department of Health and 
involved representatives of the Department, the Health Boards, the 
General Medical Services (Payments) Board and the Medical Organisations 
to consider administrative and operational problems in the General 
Medical Service. The object of the Seminar was to develop greater 
co-operation between all those concerned with the General Medical 
Service. 

Some matters raised during the course of the Seminar and of particular 
interest in relation to the Scheme in this Board's area are as follows:-

1. Meetings between doctors and Health Board Officers, especially 
those dealing with the General Medical Services, should be 
arranged on a regular basis to discuss problems on both sides. 

Such meetings have been held in this Board's area and will be 
continued. 

2. Information on doctors' earnings issued at Health Board meetings 
was considered an area to be looked at by both doctors and the 
Health Board. These figures are later quoted out of context in 
the public Press. 

Where reference is made at Health Board meetings to doctors' 
earnings some information regarding practice costs should also 
be given. 

A problem at present is that a doctor, who has been written to 
by a Health Board Official for an explanation of, say, apparent 
over-visiting, or claims for outside normal hours, does not have 
to talk to his local Health Board and need only discuss his 
problems with the Medical Officer of the Payments Board However, 
an explanation requested may be given to a do«*»' • « P ^ J * ^ t h e 

Healtn Board rather than involve the Medical Officer of the 
Payments Board. 

effective service and that the Minister be requested 

to make such arrangements as a matter of urcency, 
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3. It would be useful if local meetings between doctors and 
pharmacists took place to discuss problems of mutual interest. 
The Board has advertised recently for a pharmacist who should 
be of assistance in this matter. There are now 1 13 pharmacists 
participating in this Scheme in this Health Board area. 

k. A Prescribing Manual should be compiled for the General Medical 
Service - setting out details of prescribing procedures and 
general information not covered in MIMS or in Formularies. 

The Community Care Nurses could fill a very useful role in 
monitoring patient use of drugs but they should not refurbish 
or reduce drugs except under medical direction. 

The Seminar further recommended that each participating doctor 
should have a copy of the Summary of the Working Party Report 
on Prescribing and Dispensing in the General Medical Service. 

5. Incorrect or incomplete prescribing is a matter of educating 
doctors on improving communications between doctors and 
pharmacists. 

6. Stock Orders should be abolished. This procedure is open to 
abuse and is wasteful. Doctors should personally fill in 
requisition forms and specify quantities and amounts when 
ordering. 

7. The Director of Community Care and Medical Officer of Health 
should initiate discussions at local level aimed at developing 
liaison between doctors and pharmacists. 

In relation to the standard of prescribing it was clarified 
that in 6°/o of prescriptions the doctors signature was omitted, 
in a further 2.y/o of prescriptions such items as strength, dosage 
or quantity were omitted. About 100,000 such forms were issued 
each month throughout the country. 

8. It sometimes happens that eligible patients attend doctors other 
than those with whom they are registered. Where these patients 
are seen by private arrangement no G.M.S. script should be issued, 

9. Changes in patients'eligibility are communicated to doctors as 
they arise and these changes should be incorporated directly 
into the doctor's record system. Doctors might be of assistance 
in keeping the list of patients up to date by informing the 
Board of material changes in patient circumstances, e.g. birth, 
death or marriage. 

10. Education of the puDlic is necessary as a patient ha s an equal 
responsibility to the doctor in ensuring that the Scheme 
o p S a " i a i effectively as possible and with the minimum wastage 
of resources. 

effective service and that the Minister be requested 

to make such arranGen.ents as a matter of urgency, 
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District Nurses have a vital role in this regard. They should be 
conscious of relevant details regarding the operation of the 
Scheme so that they can more readily influence patients in a 
proper use of the service. 

Participating General Practitioners have a clear role in 
influencing patient demand on the service in terms of both 
visiting and prescribing. 

Medical students and trainees attached to general practices 
should be educated on the details of the Scheme and encouraged 
to be cost conscious and effective prescribers. 

Local groups of General Practitioners, Pharmacists and Health 
Board Officers should meet on a regular basis to discuss 
mutual problems. If possible Consultants with expertise in 
therapeutics should participate. The organisation of such 
meetings would be a function of the Director of Community Care. 
He could also encourage research projects by General 
Practitioners in the effectiveness of particular programmes of 
drug therapy, and facilitate and direct local Health Education 
programmes giving emphasis to preventive medicine. 

Health Boards should be concerned with Health Education in 
schools at primary and especially secondary level. 

The Health Education Bureau should function as an agent of the 
Health Boards with finance and co-ordination being supplied by 
the Department of Health. 

11. Hospital Committees should be established to assist Junior 
Hospital Doctors, many of whom move into general practice, to 
prescribe more effectively. There should be lectures for them 
by Professors of Clinical Therapeutics or Physicians who are 
particularly interested in drug therapy. 

12. The increase in the percentage of Medical Cards was affected 
by the following factors:-

(i) the percentage at the beginning of the Scheme was 
understated since people at that time had to re-apply for 
cards and there were delays in some cases. 

(ii) review of cards was always in arrears to some extent so 
the present percentage was overstated. 

(iii) the Scheme was now more attractive and as a result more 
persons who were eligible than before now applied. 

13. The limitation of panel sizes to 2,000 patients should continue 
to be the norm. Circumstances could exist, h ™ ™ r ' * " * " * * 
a Health Board could exercise some discretion as to the maximum 
panel size. Some flexibility is necessary and was intended 
from the very beginning of the Scheme. 

H i • •• i • III] U | | 

effective service and that the Minister be requested 
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(C) GENERAL OBSERVATIONS; 

The indications are that the Scheme which was introduced on 1st 
October, 1972, is a success, in that there appears to be general 
satisfaction on the part of both patients and doctors. However, 
there is reason for disquiet and concern in relation to the high 
cost involved due to the number of items of service being provided 
and the rate of prescribing being much higher than anticipated. The 
apparent abuse of the Scheme by a very small number of participating 
doctors, out of a total of 165, in this Health Board area has been a 
cause of concern and public attention has been called to this facet 
of the Scheme's operation. The appropriate areas of concern will 
need careful attention in any forthcoming Review of the Scheme and in 
the latter regard, participation of the Health Boards in these review 
negotiations is essential. 

The continually increasing share of the Board's Budget absorbed each 
year by the General Medical Services has the effect of curtailing 
expenditure on the development and provision of other badly needed 
community welfare services. The introduction of some form of control, 
the elimination of abuses and wastage are, therefore, matters which 
require urgent attention. 

In this connection the Athenry District Care Team recently suggested 
that consideration should be given to the imposition of a limit on 
the number of free visits a Medical Card holder would be entitled to 
avail of in any one year. 

Serious consideration should be given to the recommendation of the 
Consultative Council on General Medical Practice that a detailed 
work-study should be carried out into the operation of those practices 
with high consultation rates and/or high prescribing rates, to establish 
the factors responsible for high patient demands. Alternatively, the 
introduction of some form of local medical audit or peer review might 
be considered. 

The introduction of a drug formulary from which doctors would prescribe 
under the General Medical Services is also to be recommended. 

The Report of the Working Party on Prescribing and Dispensing in the 
General Medical Service contained a recommendation that doctors be 
enabled, where they consider it desirable to do so, to order more than 
a month's supply at one time. 

Further, the Working Party were of the opinion that there should be no 
objection to the implementation, within the Scheme, of a system of 
post-dated prescriptions, which would ensure that the patient did not 
have to return to the doctor every month but would still be able to 
obtain his prescription from the pharmacist at monthly intervals. 

Yours sincerely, 

t %^0i> —s-J-
E. Hannan, 
Chief E x e c u t i v e O f f i c e r s . 

E n c i s . 
I) . i l l . l r-TTT l l l l 
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BORD SLAINTE AN IARTHAIR 

PSYCHIATRIC,AjL^T4J^g.^JIlL_STANDiNG COMMITTEE 

S p e c i a l Mee t ing of Committee he ld in Sacred Hear t Home, C a s t l e b a r , 
on F r i d a y , 13 th May, 1977, a t 1.00 p.m. 

PRESENT: 

IN ATTENDANCE: 

APOLOGIES: 

MINUTES: 

Mr. M. J. Egan, LL.E. - Chairman. 

Mr. T. O'Baoill, R.P.N. 
Mr. E. Haverty, M.C.C. 
Mr. J. Mulrooney, M.C.C. 
Dr. J, R. Shea 
Dr. J. J. Tobin 
Mr. P. Concannon, M.C.C. 
Mr. T. Byrne, M.C.C. 

Mr. J. P. O'Callaghan, Chairman of Western 
Health Board 
Mr. H. Melvin, Vice-Chairman of Western 
Health Board 

Mr. S. O'Donoghue, Programme Manager 
Miss H. Power, Secretary. 

Apologies wer.e received from Mr. P. O'Cath^.in. 

On the proposal of Mr. H. Melvin, seconded 
by Dr. J. R. Shea, the minutes of the 
Psychiatric & Geriatric Care Standing Committee 
Meeting of the ^th April, 1977, were adopted 
by the Committee and signed by the Chairman. 

SUB-DIVISION OF ST. BRIGID'S 

HO S PITA L T BA LLINA SLOE: 

The Programme Manager informed the members 
that the Report on the Sub-Division of 
St. Brigid's Hospital, Ballinasloe, had 
been accepted by the Health Board and we 
were now planning to put the recommendations 
into effect. 

The 
Mr. Mxilrooney stressed the need for an 
alcoholic unit somewhere in the region. 
Programme Manager informed him that as 
there were so many diverse views on such 
a unit, the C.E.O. had in mind the 
establishment of a Working Party to advise 
him on the matter. The members agreed that 
•this would be the best solution. 

Mr. O'Baoill indicated that when the 
sub-division of St. Brigid's was completed 
and the Acute Units in operation, 
consideration would have to be given to 
adequate staffing ratios for the type of 
nursing involved. 

e arrangements for an 

effective service and that the Minister be requostod 

to make such arrangements as a matter of urgency, 



BORD SLAINTB AN IAPTHATR 

PSYCHIATRIC & J ^ I A 3 2 S C ^ B ^ S ' I A N D I N G COMMITTEE 

S p e c i a l M e e t i n g of Commit teo Ti«iri -;„ c ^ TI 

on F r i d a y , , 3 t h May, w " IttoO plV "**** " ^ ' C a s t l < " — 

PRESENT: 

> 

IN ATTENDANCE: 

APOLOGIES: 

MINUTES: 

Mr. M. J. Egan, LL.B. - Chairman. 

Mr. T. O'Baoill, R.P.N. 
Mr. E. Haverty, M.C.C. 
Mr. J. Mulrooney, M.C.C. 
Dr. J. R. Shea 
Dr. J. J. Tobin 
Mr. P. Concannon, M.C.C. 
Mr. T. Byrne, M.C.C. 

Mr. J. P. O'Callaghan, Chairman oi Western 
Health Board 
Mr. H. Melvin, Vice-Chairman of Western 
Health Board 

Mr. S. O'Donoghue, Programme Manager 
Miss H. Power, Secretary. 

Apologies were received from Mr. P. O'Cathain. 

On the proposal of Mr. H. Melvin, seconded 
by Dr. J. R. Shea, the minutes of the 
Psychiatric & Geriatric Care Standing Committee 
Meeting of the ^th April, 1977» vere adopted 
by the Committee and signed by the Chairman. 

SUB-DIVISION OP ST. BRIGID'S 

HOSPITAL, BALLINASLOE: 

• 

The Programme Manager informed the members 
that the Report on the Sub-Division of 
St. Brigid's Hospital, Ballinasloe, had 
been accepted by the Health Board and we 
were now planning to put the recommendations 
into effect. 

Mr. Mulrooney stressed the need for an 
alcoholic unit somewhere in the region. The 
Programme Manager informed him that as 
there were so many diverse views on such 
a unit, the C.E.O. had in mind the 
establishment of a Working Party to advise 
him on the matter. The members agreed that 
this would be the best solution. 

Mr. O'Baoill indicated that when the 
sub-division of St. Brigid's was completed 
and the Acute Units in operation, 
consideration would have to be given to 
adequate staffing ratios for the type of 
nursing involved. 

fitute arrangements for an 

effective service and that the Minister be requested 

to make such arrangements as a matter of urgency, 
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PROGRESS REPORT: 
District Hospital T Bolmullet: 

The Day Care axtension is progressing 
satisfactorily. The sum of £5,000 has 
also been allocated to build an X-Ray 
department. Work is expected to commence 
on this project about August, 1977. 

District Hospital T Sw.inford: 

Day Centre - work is progressing satisfactorily, 
and is expected to be finished by September. 

St. Mary's Hospital, Castlebar; 

The Programme Manager reported that the 
Canteen Committee contributed £15,000 
towards the provision of Lifts for the 
Hospital. The members recorded their thanks 
to the Canteen Committee. 

Sacred Heart Home, Castlebar: 

The Programme Manager, reported that there 
was a need for k places for Casuals. 
Plans for a self contained unit for this 
purpose were being drawn up. 

D'Alton Home, Claremorris; 

The Programme Manager reported that it 
was hoped to commence Day Care at D'alton 
Home, Claremorris on the 23rd May, 1977- He 
recorded his appreciation of the help given 
by the Local District Care Team in this matter. 

Toghermore; 

There are now kS people in residence there. 
Money had been allocated this year to build 
a proper workshop there and work thereon 
was expected to commence before end of July, 
1977. In all there were 1^ acres under 
potatoes and 9 under vegetables. 

St. Francis Home, Newcastle: 

Final approval to the staffing arrangements 
had not yet been received from the Department. 
There are 30 residents there at present. 

St. Patrick's Hospital. Castlerea: 

The Programme Manager reported that work was 
progressing satisfactorily on the Boilers 
in St. Patrick's. One was fully commissioned 
and in operation and the other was boing 
worked on. Fuel lifting equipment was also 
delivered on site. It was also proposed 
to up-grade the admission unit. Work 
was also due to commence on the Farm Yard 
shortly. • 

itute arrangements for an 

effective service and that the Minister be requostcd 

to make such arrangements as a matter of urgency, 
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St. Brendan's Homo, Loufchrea. 

Approval had been received to go ahead with 
Dxversion Therapy Unit. The target date 
for the commencement of work on this 
project is 18th July, 1977. 

Carraroe Welfare Heme: 

Sanction has been obtained to go ahead with 
this project. The builder is anxious to 
commence before the end of May, 1977. 

ANY OTHER BUSINESS: 

) 

DATE AND VENUE OF NEXT 

MEETING: 

Mentally Handicapped: 

The Programme Manager circulated copies of 
a Joint Submission on Mentally Handicap 
Services which was presented by the Voluntary 
Organisations providing Mental Handicap 
Services in this area. He indicated 
that he would list it for discussion at 
our next meeting of the Standing Committee. 
He also informed the members that work had 
commenced on the Sisters of Charity Complex 
at Ballybane, Galway. 

Councillor Concannon suggested that the 
roll of farms attached to Psychaatric Hospitals 
be discussed at some meeting in the future. 
The Programme Manager informed the members 
that a Working Party Report on this subject 
was with the printers at the moment. 

The next meeting of the Committee will be 
held on Thursday, 30th June, 1977, in 
District Hospital, Belmullet, at 1.30 p.m. 

SIGNED: -/ i/f-i. £/-j 

» 

H. Power, 
Secretary. 

Confirmed and adopted at meeting held on the 30th June, 1977-

SIGNED: 

M.J. Egan, 
Chairman. 

I'iluie arrangements for an 

effective service and that the Minister be requostod 

to make such arrangements as a matter of urgency, 
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Minutes of meeting of Communitv ra„~ c+ J. „ 
ty Care Standing Committee held 

C ] 

at 3.45 p.m. 

on 30th May, 1 9 7 7, in Merlin Park Regional Hospital, Galway, 

Pre sent: 

In Attendance; 

r 

Mr. M. Kelly, M.C.C., Chairman, who presided, 

Mr. G. Dodd, M.C.C., 

Senator M.D. Lyons, M.C.C., 

Mr. J.P. O'Callaghan, M.C.C., 

Professor J.D. Kennedy, 

Mr. P. Raftery, M.C.C., 

Mr. H. Melvin, M.C.C. 

Mr. P. McDaid, Programme Manager, Community Care, 

Dr. J. Duignan, Assistant County Medical Officer, 

Mayo. 

Apologies; 

Minutes: 

Dr. P. Power, Dr. L. O'Se, Dr. H. Weir, Directors 

of Community Care (absent on course in Dublin). 

Minutes of meeting held on 21st January, 1977 were 

adopted on the proposition of Councillor Melvin, 

seconded by Councillor Raftery. 

Matters arising It was noted that the statistics and other 

' from minutes; information referred to in the-minutes had been 

made available in the Report to the Board on the 

Budget and Review of Year Four. 

Immunj sa t i on/ 

"Vaccination: 

A report was submitted to the Committee. This 

showed that because of a dispute at national level 

between the Department of Health and the Medical 

Organisations complete information was not 

available on the existing level of work being done 

by General Practitioners. Public awareness of 

the necessity for immunisation of children had 

diminished and attitudes had also been affected by 

the controversy concerning side-effects in certain 

cases. There was some evidence to show that some 

diseases were becoming more prevalent. 

The Committee expressed grave concern at the 

position. The report was adopted unanimously and 

it was decided to recommend to the Board that 

(a) concern be expressed to the Minister for Health 

at the failure to institute arrangements for an 

effective service and that the Minister be requested 

,»„ + «= -*«* a matter of urgency, to make such arrangements as a w a « 
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(b) the Board itself should make every possible 

effort to make the public aware of the continuing 

importance of the service and should seek to make 

the service readily available, with adequate 

reporting arrangements, through a combination of 

the Public Health and General Practitioner services. 

Procedure; The Committee decided to continue the policy of 

meeting groups of the Board's staff. It was 

considered that this would be a valuable means of 

exchanging views on problems and opportunities in 

the community services. It was decided to meet 

first of all, a District Care Team, the Public 

Dental Officers and the Health Inspectors. It was 

agreed also that the first meeting should be with 

the Loughrea District Care Team on a date to be 

agreed with the Team. 

Review of The Committee decided to consider a section of the 

Year Four: Report at each meeting. 

Inter- The Committee endorsed the views expressed in the 

Programme Report as to the need for greater efforts to achieve 

Liaison; liaison between the different services of the Board 

in the interests of an integrated health service. 

It was decided that the Committee would seek to 

make a contribution in the matter in association 

with the other Standing Committees and to start with 

the question of better liaison between General 

Hospitals and Community Care. It was agreed that 

a list would be prepared of the most pressing 

problems from the Community Care point of view and 

that the General Hospital programme would be asked 

to list the principal problems from their point of 

view. A joint meeting would then be arranged to 

consider what specific recommendations could be 

made to improve the position. 

Next meeting; To be fixed in consultation with the Loughrea 

District Care Team. 

ft 
S i g n e d : —'—/-

P. McDaid, 
Programme Manager. 

Confirmed and adop ted a t mee t ing hold on 

S i g n e d : _ 
Chairman. 


