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Western Health Board 
Telephone: Galway (091) 7631 

Your Ref: 

Our Ref: 

(Please quote our ref. in any reply) 

> 

Headquarters, 

Merlin Park Regional Hospital, 

Galway. 

29th June, 1976. 

To: Each Member of the Board: 

Dear Member, 

I desire to inform you that the next meeting of the Board 
will be held in the Domestic Staff Home, Regional Hospital, Galway, 
at 3.00 p.m. on Monday, 5th July, 1976. Agenda is set out 
hereunder. 

You are hereby requested to attend. 

Following the meeting, the Members will visit the following 
Departments in the Regional Hospital:-

General Hospital Care 
Standing Committee: 

Psychiatric & Geriatric 
Care Standing Committee: 

Community Care Standing 
Committee: 

Maternity Department; 

Theatres; Radiology Department and 
Out-Patients' Department; 

Laboratories: (l) Hospital; 
(2) Public Analyst. 

Yours sincerely, 

E. Hannan, ' 
Chief Executive Officer. 

A G E N D A 

1. Opening Prayer. 

2. Election of Chairman. 

3. Election of Vice-Chairman. 

/2. 

/2. 



IjFWestern Health Board 

- 2 -

4. Verification of Minutes of Meetings as follows:-

(1) Monthly Meeting held on 8th June, 1976, (copy herewith). 

(2) Special Budget Meeting held on 18th June, 1976, (copy herewith). 

5. Authorisation of Overdraft Accommodation in the sum of £3.45m. 
for Quarter Ending 30th September, 1976. 

6. Disposal of Dispensary Residence at Birchgrove, Ballinasloe, 
Co. Galway. (Statutory Notice circulated to each Member on 
23rd June, 1976.). 

7. Consideration of Comhairle na n-Ospideal Report on Development 
of Hospital Maternity Services (copy herewith). 

8. General Medical Services, Ballyhaunis. Creation of post 
of Assistant with a view to partnership. 

9. Delegations within the Community Care Programme (copy herewith). 

10. Report of Meeting of Community Care Standing Committee of 
30th April, 1976, (copy herewith). 

11. Chief Executive Officer's Progress Report:-

(1) "Choice of Doctor" and "Choice of Pharmacist" Schemes; 

(2) Building Programme; 

(3) Orthopaedic Services. 

******* 

ngmeer, Galway 
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BORD SLAINTE AN IARTHAIR 

Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Western Health Board, held 

at 3.00 p.m. on Tuesday, 8th June, 1976, in the Boardroom, 

Merlin Park Regional Hospital, Galway. 

Present: Councillor J. P. O'Callaghan, Vice-Chairman, 
who presided. 

Other Members: Messrs. P. C. Bresnihan, T. Byrne, E. Carey, 
Miss D. Casey, Messrs. P. Concannon, J. Costello, 
D. Dalton, G. Dodd, M. J. Dyar, M. J. Egan, 
P. Flynn, M. Gilmore, E. Haverty, M. Kelly, 
J. D. Kennedy, M. J. McLoughlin, H. Melvin, 
J. Molloy, J. Mulrooney, J. P. O'Donnell, 
P. D. Power, P. Raftery, J. J. Tobin and 
J. R. Shea. 

Apologies: Senator M. D. Lyons, M.C.C., Chairman, 
Messrs. T. 0 Baoill and P. 0 Cathain. 

In Attendance: Messrs. E. Hannan, Chief Executive Officer; 
M. Killeen, Programme Manager, General Hospital 

Care; 
W. Raftery, Technical Services Officer; 
Dr. T. D. Feeley, Regional Public Analyst; and 
J. O'Leary, Secretary. 

Opening Prayer: The Opening Prayer was recited in Irish by the 

Chief Executive Officer. 

Minutes: Minutes of monthly Meeting of 3rd May, 1976, 

copies of which had been circulated to each 

Member on 1st June, 1976, were adopted on the 

proposal of Mr. J. Costello, seconded by 

Dr. M. J. McLoughlin, and then signed by the 

presiding Chairman. 

Resolutions of On the proposal of Councillor J.P. O'Callaghan, 

Sympathy: presiding Chairman, the Board passed resolutions 

of sympathy with the following:-

(1) Mrs. M. Murray, Knockcroghery, Co. Roscommon, 

on the death of her husband, Dr. J. A. Murray. 

(2) Mrs. B. Silke and family, Newcastle, Galway, 

on the death of her husband, Mr. John Silke, 

B.E., Chief Assistant County Engineer, Galway 
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County Council. 

(3) Messrs. Michael and Patrick Byrne, on the 

death of their father. 

(4) Miss Nora Shaughnessy, Dental Attendant, 

on the death of her mother. 

Chief Executive Officer, on behalf of all 

sections of the Staff, and on his own behalf, 

associated himself with the resolutions of 

sympathy. 

On the proposal of Councillor J. P. O'Callaghan, 

presiding Chairman, the Board congratulated 

Senator M. D. Lyons, Chairman; Dr. M. J. Dyar, 

Board Member; Dr. P, Donnelly, Consultant 

Physician, Merlin Park Regional Hospital; 

Mr. J. O'Hanrahan, County Surgeon, County Hospital, 

Roscommon, and Mr. M. Neary, Psychiatric Nurse, 

St. Mary's Hospital, Castlebar, on their recent 

appointments to the National Health Council 

by the Minister for Health. The Chief 

Executive Officer, on behalf of all sections 

of the Staff, and on his own behalf, associated 

himself with the vote of congratulations. 

The Board agreed to deal first with this item 

placed No. 10 on the Agenda in order to 

facilitate Dr. T. D. Feeley, Regional Public 

Analyst, who was in attendance, to provide any 

necessary explanations and answer questions. 

Chief Executive Officer stated that he had 

been asked by the National Drugs Advisory 
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Board to have the testing of samples submitted 

by that Board undertaken at the Regional 

Public Analyst's Laboratory at Galway. In 

order to provide this service he needed the 

formal consent of the Board to the employment 

of two additional Laboratory Technicians whose 

salaries would be recouped by the National 

Drugs Advisory Board. The selection of the 

Regional Public Analyst's Laboratory for the 

provision of this service was a great honour. 

Dr. Feeley stated that the need for this 

service arose principally ,from the 

participation of Ireland in the Convention 

for the Mutual Recognition of Inspections 

in respect of the Manufacture of Pharmaceutical 

Products of the European Free Trade Association 

comprising the States of Austria, Denmark, 

Finland, Iceland, Liechtenstein, Norway, 

Portugal, Sweden, Switzerland and the United 

Kingdom. The export of pharmaceutical 

products from this country had increased 

enormously in recent years. The monitoring 

of drugs consumed internally was also the 

responsibility of the National Drugs Advisory 

Board. 

Dr. M. J. Dyar stated that while he agreed 

that the activities of the National Drug* 

Advisory Board were an advance, he,personally, 

would prefer that monitoring should be carried 

out by an independent body in accordance with 

international standards. From his own 
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experience, he had found that the label of 

the British Pharmacopoeia Commission was not"/? 

/\ljUto^K/x>guarantee of the quality of drugs. 

Chief Executive Officer stated that the 

National Drugs Advisory Board was a semi-State 

Body which acted independently of the 

Department of Health. Up to now, Dr. Feeley 

had provided a drug analysis service for 

manufacturers on a fee basis. This latter 

service had ceased. 

On the proposal of Mr. M. J. Egan, seconded 

by Councillor D. Dalton, the Board consented 

to the employment of two additional laboratory 

technicians in the Regional Public Analyst's 

Laboratory, Galway. 

Sale of former Statutory Notice regarding the proposal to 

ispensary dispose of the former Dispensary Residence at 
Residence at 

M .. ,, Mountbellew, Co. Galway, to its occupier, 
Mountbellew, ' " 
Co. Galway, to Dr. Redmond M. J. O'Beirne, circulated to each 
Dr. Redmond Member on 5th May, 1976, was considered. 
M. J. O'Beirne, 
M .. ., In reply to queries, Chief Executive Officer 
Mountbellew, r ' * 

Co. Galway: stated that this proposal arose out of the 

decision of the Board taken at Meeting of 

6th October, 1975, when it authorised the 

disposal of Dispensary Residences in accordance 

with recommendations set out in a schedule to 

a report of 30th September, 1975, considered 

at that Meeting. Residences were to be sold 

at current market value and the proceeds applied 

to the Community Care programme. This 
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decision revised a previous one taken at 

meeting of 26th May, 1973, when the matter 

was also discussed at length. The Board's 

interests in the property were protected by 

the restrictions that would apply to re-sale. 

The sale would also be subject to the 

sanction of the Minister for Health. 

It was proposed by Dr. M. Gilmore, seconded 

by Councillor G. Dodd, and resolved;-

"That we hereby consent to the sale of 

dwellinghouse situated on approximately 2 roods 

of land at Mountbellew, Co. Galway, to 

Dr. Redmond M. J. O'Beime, General Practitioner 

in the General Medical Service, Mountbellew, 

for the sum of fourteen-thousand-two-hundred 

pounds (£14,200), the purchaser to be 

responsible for all costs in connection with 

the disposal and the Board to have first option 

to re-purchase in the event of re-sale, at an 

agreed price, or in the absence of agreement, 

at a price to be determined by arbitration." 

On the proposal of Dr. J. R. Shea, seconded by 

Professor J. D. Kennedy, the Board agreed in 

principle to the sale of its leasehold interest, 

and a small plot of land in the former 

Workhouse premises, Ballinasloe, to the Lessors, 

Lynch Brothers Ltd., Ballinasloe, for the sum 

of five-thousand-pounds (£5,000), plus all 

legal expenses. The sale would be subject to 

the sanction of the Minister for Health. 
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Sale of 

Leasehold 

Interest -

former Fever 

Hospital, Gort: 

At the suggestion of Councillor T. Byrne, 

a proposal to sell the Board's leasehold 

interest in the former Fever Hospital, Gort, 

to the Lessor, Mr. Patrick Counihan, 

Dun Arus, Gort, Co. Galway, was deferred to 

the next meeting of the Board pending 

clarification of the Vocational Education 

Committee's interest in the site. 

Sale of former 

Dispensary 

Depot, 

Carabane, 

Castlerea, 

Co. Roscommon , 

by Public Auction: 

Chief Executive Officer stated that at 

meeting of 1st December, 1975, the Board had 

agreed in principle to the disposal of the 

vacant dispensary depots at Carabane, Killumod, 

and Attyrory, Co. Roscommon, which were no 

longer required for the Board's purposes and 

duties. He had received a letter of 

7th May, 1976, from the Acting Secretary, 

Roscommon County Council, stating that the 

property had been examined and the Council 

advised that it was not suitable for conversion 

as a cottage for a family. He now 

recommended that the property be sold by 

public auction in accordance with the order 

of priorities adopted by the Board at its 

Meeting of 6th October, 1975. 

Councillor P.Concannon stated he was very 

surprised at the Council's decision as the 

premises were in an excellent state of repair 

and well supplied with services. On the 

proposal of Councillor P. Concannon, seconded 

by Councillor J. P. O'Callaghan, presiding 

Chairman, the Board agreed in principle to the 

sale of Carabane Dispensary Depot by public 
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auction,provided Roscommon County Council 

did not indicate an interest in the property 

within ten days. 

Chief Executive Officer's report and enclosures 

of 1st June, 1976, were considered and discussed 

at length. Chief Executive Officer stated 

that since the matter had been referred to 

briefly at meeting of 3rd May, 1976, he had 

received a letter of 26th May, 1976, from the 

Department of Health which he had circulated 

with his report. Since he estimated that 

the documentation in connection with Castlebar 

General Hospital project might take up to 

two and a half years before it would reach the 

stage already achieved by the extension of 

the Maternity Unit at Galway Regional Hospital, 

he recommended that the latter project be given 

priority. 

In the course of the ensuing discussion, there 

was general consensus that the Board should not 

be asked to give priority to one project over 

the other since both were of equal importance 

and since such a request was inconsistent 

with the statement in the Department's letter 

of 26th May, 1976, that priorities for 

development would be established at national 

level. There was a risk that if one of the 

projects was given a second priority, it would 

have to wait until the top priority of every 

Health Board was disposed of. 

The Chief Executive Officer pointed out that 
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significant progress had already been made 

in relation to the development plan for 

Castlebar General Hospital. These were 

set out in page 2 of his report and a new 

Paediatric Unit for Castlebar was next on the 

list of priorities. As the hospital would 

have to continue to function during the 

development, it was reasonable to assume that the 

development would be carried out in stages. 

The draft schedule of accommodation for the 

Maternity Unit, Galway Regional Hospital, was 

sent to the Department of Health for approval 

on 13th August, 1975, and the cost estimate 

based on the schedule of accommodation on 

30th December, 1975. He could not 

proceed with the next step of preparing the 

contract documents and advertising for tenders 

without approval from the Department of Health. 

On the proposal of Councillor J. Mulrooney, 

seconded by Councillor P. Flynn, it was 

resolved unanimously:-

"That we are unable to give a first priority 

as between the development of Castlebar General 

Hospital and the extension to the Maternity 

Unit at Galway Regional Hospital, both projects 

being of equal importance. According as 

each project reaches the stage where any part 

of it can be placed for tender, that stage 

should proceed according as money becomes 

available." 
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Portiuncula 

M 

Hospital, 

Ballinasloe -

Review of 

Deeming 

arrangement -

South Roscommon 

Patients - from 

1st July, 1976: 

In considering an extension of the deeming 

arrangement in respect of South County 

Roscommon patients with Portiuncula Hospital, 

Ballinasloe, due to expire on 30th June, 1976, 

the County Roscommon representatives drew 

the Board's attention to press reports in 

the Irish Times and Connacht Tribune on the 

negotiations between representatives of the 

Board and Portiuncula Hospital, on the 

proposed federation of the County Hospital, 

Roscommon, and Portiuncula Hospital, Ballinasloe, 

These reports constituted a breach of confidence 

and grave exception was taken. Chief 

Executive Officer stated he had seen the 

report referred to in the Irish Times of 

19th May, 1976. The events described in the 

report took place without any prior 

correspondence with the Board. Discussions 

on the federation of the two hospitals had been 

initiated on the understanding that they would 

be confidential. The Board's views on the 

matter would be conveyed to the Portiuncula 

Hospital representatives at their next meeting 

with the Board's representatives. The 

negotiations were due to be completed by 

30th September, 1976. Particulars of the 

cost of the deeming arrangements to the Board 

would be made available at the next meeting. 

On the proposal of Councillor G. Dodd, seconded 

by Mr. J. Costello, it was resolved:-

"That we hereby authorise an extension of the 

deeming arrangement in respect of South County 
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Roscommon patients with Portiuncula Hospital, 

Ballinasloe, from 1st July, to 30th September, 

1976." 

Chief Executive Officer's report circulated 

to each Member on 1st June, 1976, on the 

visit of the Orthopaedic Sub-Committee of 

Comhairle na n-Ospideal accompanied by its 

Chief Officer to Merlin Park on 31st May, 

1976, was noted. 

Chief Executive Officer stated that the 

Sub-Committee were to visit the North-Western 

Health Board area and examine the position 

there. He expected to have their decision 

within a few months. He thanked the members 

of the Board's Staff who represented the Board 

at the meeting of the Sub-Committee. 

Chief Executive Officer stated that the 

Roscommon Local Health Committee, at its 

meeting on 13th May, 1976, adopted the followin 

resolution:-

"That we request the Health Board to urge the 

Minister for Health to proceed immediately to 

raise the income limit for eligibility for 

health services to £3,500 per annum both for 

self-employed and insured persons." 

He had received a Press Release of 18th March, 

1976, stating that the Minister for Health was 

considering regulations to change the 

existing income limits to make them uniform 

both for insured and non-insured persons at 

M 
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£3,000 a year. The Minister was in consultation 

with the medical organisations on this 

proposal. The position was noted. 

Re commendation The following resolution from Galway Local 

— * Health Committee Meeting of 2nd April, 1976> 
Local Health 
Committee - w a s considered:-

Meeting of 2nd „T, ... ~ . .. 
— — * I hat this Committee strongly requests the 

April, 1976 -

G.M.S.,Inishboffin: W e s t e r n H e a l t h B o a r d t o reconsider, in 

consultation with the Island Community, its 

decision in relation to General Practitioner 

Services on Inishboffin Island and urges that 

efforts be made to recruit a resident doctor 

without delay; the Committee further requests 

that arrangements be made for the establishment 

of a proper radio link between the Island and 

Clifden District Hospital to safeguard human 

life in the event of emergencies." 

Chief Executive Officer stated that the 

population of Inishboffin was 236 in April 1971 

according to the Census of Population. The 

other off-shore Islands in the Board's area 

had the following populations:-

Inishmore: 864 

Inishmaan: 319 

Inisheer: 313 

Clare Island: 168 

Inishturk: 83 

There was a resident doctor on Inishmore who 

also served Inishmaan and Inisheer. The 

population of Inishboffin did not justify a 
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resident doctor nor would it be possible to 

recruit a doctor who would live on the Island. 

Dr. Michael J. Casey, Clifden, was providing 

a reliable service to the Island since 1962 

and was now assisted by his son, Dr. John Casey. 

The Island was visited weekly by a doctor and, 

when cut off by bad weather,an Air Corps 

helicopter was engaged to service the Island. 

There was an excellent Public Health Nurse on 

the Island who was appointed in a full-time 

capacity from 1st July, 1974. At about the 

same time a second radio telephone link was 

installed at the instigation of the Board. 

In all the circumstances a very satisfactory 

service was being provided. The position 

was noted. 

Minutes of Meetings of the Board's Standing 

Committees, copies of which were circulated 

to each Member on 30th March, 1976, were 

considered, noted and recommendations therein 

approved as follows:-

l) Community Care - Meetings of 18th February, 
and 10th March, 1976: 

Chief Executive Officer drew the Board's 

attention to the following matters: 

(a) The recommendations of the Standing 

Committee on the misuse of Drugs Bill. 

(b) Recommendation to create a post of 

assistant in the General Medical Service 

in Swinford already approved by the 

Board at meeting of 1st March,1976. 

(c) Problems in relation to housing to 

be discussed with the Housing Authorities. 
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d) Interim Report of the Task Force on 

Child Health Care Services. 

e) Report of General Medical Services (Payments) 

Board. 

Chief Executive Officer appealed to the public 

not to abuse the General Medical Services scheme. 

X-Ray Services, Castlebar General Hospital: 

Formerly, there was only one Radiologist at 

Castlebar with a commitment to the County 

Hospital, Roscommon. Now, there were two, 

fully committed to Castlebar. 

E.N.T. Services County Mayo: 

The appointment of a third E.N.T. Consultant 

would improve the position. 

The Chief Executive Officer stated that at 

meeting of Community Care Standing Committee of 

1st June, 1976, a recommendation was made to 

create a post of assistant in the General 

Medical Service in Galway City. As the 

next meeting of the Standing Committee was not 

due to be held until 16th September, 1976, 

he asked that this recommendation be dealt with 

now. On the proposal of Dr. J. J. Tobin, 

seconded by Councillor J. Molloy, the 

recommendation was adopted. 

Chief Executive Officer stated that the 

Standing Committee also discussed at its 
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meeting of 1st June, 1976, the levying of 

prescription charges for medical requirements 

prescribed under the General Medical Services 

"Choice of Doctor" Scheme, the introduction 

of graded General Medical Services Cards, and 

the introduction of a national health insurance 

scheme. Its recommendations would be 

considered at Special Meeting of the Board 

on 18th June, 1976. 

Returns from the General Medical Services 

(Payments) Board indicated that as at 31st 

December, 1975, 6.3 per cent of patients with 

full eligibility in the Board's area were on 

the list of doctors paid by way of salary. 

2) Special Hospital Care Meeting of 12th March, 

1976: 

Chief Executive Officer stated that the 

Labour Court findings on the dispute with 

the Psychiatric Nurses' Association which 

led to lightening strike action on 1st 

January, 1976, were issued on 10th May, 

1976, and were completely in favour of 

the Board. 

The installation of a pumping plant on the 

water storage tower, St. Mary's Hospital, 

Castlebar, was expected to be completed at 

the end of June 1976. 
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Segregation and declassification of Geriatric 

and Mentally Handicapped patients in the Board's 

Psychiatric Hospitals was being pushed ahead. 

3) General Hospital Care Meeting of 12th March, 

1976; 

There was nothing in the Minutes of this 

meeting calling for special attention. 

Chief Executive Officer reported as follows:-

1. General Medical Services: 

The following was the position in relation to 

the filling of vacancies in the General 

Medical Services "Choice of Doctor" Scheme: 

COUNTY GALWAY: 

Corroroe: 

Dr. Padraig B. 0 Maille who was recommended 

for appointment as a result of interviews held 

on 18th March, 1976, has confirmed that he will 

take up duty on 1st July, 1976. 

Williamstown: 

The appointment of a candidate, recommended 

as a result of interviews held on 19th May, 

1976, is being processed at present. Medical 

Report awaited. 

COUNTY MAYO: 

Westport: 

Candidate recommended for appointment as a 

result of interviews held on 18th and 19th 
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September, 1975, declined appointment. The 

next candidate in order of merit for the post, 

Dr. Charles A. Murphy, Swinford, proposes to 

take up duty on 1st July, 1976, (instead of 

1st June as previously arranged). 

Swinfordf 

Dr. Charles A. Murphy who took up duty on 

1st January, 1976, has been offered the 

vacancy at Westport and has accepted same. 

Dr. T. Glavey, who was recommended for appointment 

as a result of interviews held on 18th March, 

1976, has confirmed that he will accept the 

post and take up duty on 1st August, 1976. 

Louisburgh: 

Dr. Patrick J. McDermott who was recommended 

for appointment as a result of interviews held 

on 18th March, 1976, has declined appointment. 

The application of the next candidate in order 

of merit is being processed at present. 

CO. ROSCOMMON: 

Frenchpark; 

Interviews were held on 19th May, 1976. 

The appointment of a candidate, recommended as 

a result of the interview is being processed 

at present. Medical report awaited. 

Roscommon Town: 

This vacancy has arisen due to the death of 

Dr. T. J. 0'Gorman. Applications have been 

received and interviews will be held on 22nd 

June, 1976. 
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Knockcroghery: 

This vacancy has arisen due to the death of 

Dr. Murray. The post was advertised on 

23rd May, 1976, with a closing date of 17th 

June, 1976. 

Latest returns from the General Medical Services 

(Payments) Board give the following particulars 

in respect of the Board's area:-

< r> 
(a) Payments: 

Doctors 

Year ended 
31/12/'75; 

January 1976: 

February 1976: 

1,248,414.00 

124,021.00 

123,006.00 

Pharmacists 

£ 
(Cost of Drugs & Disp.) 

2,023,508.00 

170,564.00 

212,214.00 

Total 

3,271,922.00 

294,585.00 

335,220.00 

(b) Breakdown of Payments to Pharmacists: February 1976: 

r 
Ingredient Cost 

Dispensing Fee 

V.A.T. 

Total: 

Cost 

113,111.00 

47,580.00 

1,316.00 

162,007.00 

Stock Orders 

35,054.53 

14,745.80 

406.67 

50,207.00 

Total 

148,165.53 

62,325.80 

1,722.67 

% Total 

69.82 

29.37 

.81 

212,214.00 100.00 

(c) Visiting Rates: 

Western Area 

Surg. Pom. Total 

Year Ended 
3l/l3/'75: 3.87 0.81 4.68 

February 1976 3.91 0.87 4.78 

Whole Coui 

Surg. 

4.33 

4.42 

Pom. 

1.15 

1.29 

itry 

Total 

5.48 

5.71 
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2. Disposal of Turloughmore Dispensary Residence 
to Dr. T. O'Shea, Turloughmore: 

At meeting of 5th April, 1976, the Board had 

consented to the sale of the former Dispensary 

Residence at Turloughmore to Dr. T. R. Shea, 

General Practitioner in the General Medical 

Service Turloughmore, for the sum of eleven-

thousand-two-hundred-and-fifty-pounds (£11,250). 

The consent of the Minister for Health to 

the disposal was requested on 12th April, 1976, 

and in Department of Health letter of 26th 

May, 1976, it was stated that the Minister 

had been advised by the Commissioner of Valuation 

that the proposed selling price of eleven-

thousand-two-hundred-and-fifty-pounds (£11,250) 

was inadequate, and that a figure of 

fifteen-thousand-pounds (£15,000) would be more 

fair and reasonable. 

On the proposal of Mr. M. J. Egan, seconded 

by Councillor H. Melvin, it was resolved:-

"That decision taken at meeting of 5th April, 

1976, to dispose of the residence for eleven-

thousand-two-hundred-and-fifty-pounds (£11,250) 

should stand." 

Dispensary Residence at Glenamoy, Co. Mayo: 

The following motion, notice of which had been 

duly given by Councillor E. Carey, was 

considered:-

"That this Board reconsider its decision on 

the doctor's residence at Glenamoy and that 

residence be repaired by the Board and rented 

to the doctor in the area." 
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In introducing the motion, Councillor E. Carey 

recalled that at meeting of 1st December, 1975, 

the Board had agreed to the sale of the doctor's 

residence at Glenamoy to the doctor 

participating in the Board's General Medical 

Services in the area for the sum of one-thousand 

eight-hundred-pounds (£1,800). He was, 

therefore, surprised when approached by several 

groups in the area who feared the doctor would 

leave if the house was not repaired. He had 

sent a copy of the motion to the doctor with 

covering letter, asking him if this was what 

he required, but did not have a reply. 

The Chief Executive Officer stated that the 

conditions of sale had been renegotiated with 

the doctor. The original purchase price 

approved by the Board was to stand. The 

restrictive clause as to re-sale was removed, 

the Board having merely first option to 

purchase in the event of any re-sale of the 

property. The Board would bear half the net 

cost of a water supply to residence and the 

surgery taking account of any grant assistance. 

Each party to the transaction would bear its 

own costs. The revised conditions were agreed 

on the proposal of Councillor E. Carey, seconded 

by Councillor E. Haverty. 

The motion was withdrawn. 

On the proposal of Dr. P. D. Power, seconded 

by Dr. M. J. McLoughlin, the Board expressed 

its concern at a recent decision of the 
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Supreme Court in the case of an adopted child 

claimed by its natural parents, and recommended 

that the adoption laws be more child-orientated. 

Chief Executive Officer drew the Board's 

attention to the following letter of 4th June, 

1976, from the Adoption Board:-

"No doubt you are aware of the recent decision 

of the Supreme Court which quashed an adoption 

order. Arising out of the Supreme Court 

decision, the Board is considering procedural 

changes. For a start, it will be spelt out 

in the preliminary and subsequent forms of 

consent that any consent may be withdrawn up to 

the making of the order. Pending the 

availability of revised consent forms, the Board 

requests that consents at present in train be 

amended by the addition of the phrase: 

"I have been informed and I am aware that this 

consent may be withdrawn at any time before 

the making of the adoption order." The 

amendment should be initialled by the person 

before whom the consent is being executed. 

T. Woulfe, Registrar." 

The meeting then concluded, when the Board 

divided into its three Standing Committees 

and visited the following Departments of 

Merlin Park Regional Hospital:-

(a) General Hospital Care Standing Committee 

- the Hospital Block accompanied by 

Miss C. Hoban, Assistant Matron. 
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(b) Psychiatric and Geriatric Care Standing 

Committee - Units 5, 6 and 9, accompanied 

by Miss M. Kelly, Acting Assistant Matron. 

(c) Community Care Standing Committee - Units 3, 

4 and 10, accompanied by Miss D. Casey, 

Chief Nursing Officer. 

Signed: S%&&JU*—&*0 • 

E. Hannan, 
Chief Executive Officer. 

Confirmed and adopted at Meeting of Western 

Health Board held at 3.00 p.m. on Monday, 

5th July, 1976, in the Domestic Staff Home, 

Regional Hospital, Galway. 

Signed: 


