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Bord Slainte an larthair 
Western Health Board 

Telephone: Galway (091) 7631 

Your Ref: 

Our Ref: 

(Please quote our ref. in any reply) 

Headquarters, 
Merlin Park Regional Hospital, 

Galway. 

28th January, 1975. 

To: Each Member of the Board: 

Re: Item No. 6 - Agenda Board Meeting 3rd February, 
1975. 

Dear Member, 

Herewith for your information copy of Progress Report No. 2 
which I have received from our Fire Prevention Officer. 
While much progress has been made in the past year, I recommend 
that,as a matter of urgency, the Board request the Minister 
for Health to provide the funds in 1975 by way of addition to 
our capital allocation, to give effect to the recommendations 
of the Fire Prevention Officer. 

Yours sincerely, 

sW< J0~> 

E. Hannan, 
Chief Executive Officer. 

Encl. 1 
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Western Health Board 

31st December, 1974. 

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER: 

PROGRESS REPORT - NO. 2 

The following is a progress report in respect of the Board's 
Hospitals and Homes and my activities as Fire Prevention Officer:. 

ST. BRIGID'S HOSPITAL, BALLINASLOE: 

New Building: 

Since my last report on 28th January, 1974, much of the 

recommended work has been completed. The installation of 

fire and smoke stop doors and new fire escapes is completed, and 

the provision of the fire alarm and emergency lighting system 

is awaited as a further step to make this building safe in a fire 

emergency. Earlier in the Summer, it was proposed to 

provide hostel accommodation in part of what was the Doctor's 

house at the rear of the New Building. I inspected the building 

and recommended that fire equipment be provided, i.e. hose 

reels at ground and first floor levels, and a new fire escape 

from the first floor level. The recommendations have been 

implemented and the hostel has been in operation since the work 

was completed on 7th May, 1974. 

Old Building, Nurses' Home: 

It was recommended that two new fire escapes from Wards 3, 

4 and 7/8 be provided along with two new fire escapes from the 

first floor of the Nurses' Home. The present position is that 

the escapes have been provided for the wards above mentioned, 

one at the Nurses' Home and the second for the latter will be 

completed by first week in February. 

On 25th June, 1973, I recommended that a new fire alarm 

and emergency lighting system for the complete complex would be 

necessary. This matter was then placed in the hands of the 

Consulting Engineers, with a request to draw up plans. These 

plans were completed and forwarded to the Department of Health 
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for approval on 3rd May, 1973. The specification for the 

proposed system would indicate an overall cost in the region of 

£61,000. The Department returned the plans on 17th June, 

1974, stating that some reduction in the cost would be necessary. 

This suggestion has been further examined and some reduction in 

cost is now possible. A revised drawing, was completed and 

forwarded to the Department of Health for approval on 11th 

November, 1974. The revised estimated cost amounted to 

£57,350. Sanction of Department of Health to proceed with these 

works not yet received. 

I pointed out in a report after the fire on 1st June, 1973, 

that I was unhappy with the supply of water to the hydrants. 

Plans for a new mains water supply with new hydrants were 

prepared. I have since examined and approved these, and they 

are now being sent to Department of Health for approval. 

I am pleased to record the satisfaction gained from a series 

of fire lectures and the showing of the film titled "Fire Danger" 

in Hospitals" on the 15th, 22nd and 29th October, 1974, when 

approximately 350 staff of all grades as well as a number of male 

and female patients attended. 

I express my thanks to the senior nursing officers and the 

staff of the training school for their help in making this possible. 

MERLIN PARK REGIONAL HOSPITAL: 

Progress was made for this hospital in the form that our 

proposed fire alarm and emergency lighting system has received 

approval from the Department of Health on 25th September, 1974. 

The forms of tender and specification are being prepared by the 

Consulting Engineer and I hope these systems will be provided 

in 1975. The estimated cost for these systems is £40,720. 

/3. 
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On the 4th April, 1974, I further requested the installation 

of the fire and smoke stop doors and screens, as recommended in my 

report of 23rd June, 1973. On making enquiries as to the 

recent developments, I am informed that only one firm of glass 

manufacturers were on site and had measured all the required 

doors and screens. Very little has as yet been achieved due 

to difficulties with the suppliers. Fire lectures, 

demonstrations on the use of fire equipment, and showings of 

the fire film have been given on a regular basis on the first 

Tuesday of each month, and the attendance was reasonable. 

It is worth recording that a new service contract has been 

signed whereby all fire equipment at Merlin Park Regional Hospital, 

St. Anne's Home, and the District Hospital, Clifden, is inspected 

by an Engineer from Champion Fire Defence, Dublin. These 

inspections took place from 15th to 25th October, 1974. A 

report on the condition of each piece of fire equipment was given 

to me by the Engineer, and I have forwarded reports to the 

Hospital Administrators on all equipment found faulty so that 

action can be taken to have it repaired or replaced as necessary. 

REGIONAL HOSPITAL, GALWAY: 

In a report on the main laboratory at the Regional Hospital, 

I had recommended that consideration be given to providing an 

automatic fire detection system. This recommendation was made 

because it is considered and accepted, that laboratories in 

hospitals would be what could be described as a high fire risk area 

One can visualise that should a serious fire occur in this area, 

valuable equipment and vital information would be destroyed. 

I am now in a position to state that the wiring etc. has been 

completed. Champion Fire Defence Ltd. commissioned the system 

on 11th December, 1974. 

There would appear to be some delay in the provision of the 

recommended fire escapes at the Fever Block. I would again 

request urgent consideration be given to the provision of the»e 

/4. 
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escapes as there is only one exit from these wards. An 

estimated cost for the provision of the fire escapes and 

refurbishing of the toilet annexes of £27,000 has been received 

from the Consulting Engineers. Arrangements have been made 

with Matron and Tutors at the training school for lectures and 

film shows for the nursing students since I took up duty here 

on 1st June, 1973, on a twice yearly basis. 

ST. ANNE'S HOME, CLIFDEN; 

Lectures were held and the film titled "Fire Danger in 

Hospitals" shown on 12th August, 1974, which were attended by 

staff from St. Anne's Home and the District Hospital. Many 

of the patients were also in attendance. 

Two mobile homes had been placed at the rear of this Welfare 

Home as proposed accommodation for patients. While I agree 

that extra accommodation is necessary, it is my opinion that 

mobile homes are not the ideal solution to accommodate old people. 

This matter was the subject of a report to the Programme Manager 

in which were outlined many fire precaution measures that would 

be necessary to secure a minimum of fire security. 

One serious aspect was brought to my attention both at 

St. Anne^s Home and the District Hospital, and that was because 

of the many breakdowns in the electricity supply last Winter, 

Staff had to use candles and in some cases oil lamps during such 

emergencies. To alleviate this situation during the coming 

months, I have arranged that these units are supplied with safe 

long-life battery lamps. After considerable thought on this 

problem, I am satisfied that the answer is the installation of 

a standby generator at each institution when funds are available. 

During a visit to the above Home on 18th October, I made 

enquiries as to why the door leading to the new fire escape had 

not been provided. I was informed that delivery of the door 

and /frame had only been received on the 17th October. I 

visited the Home again on 6th November and found the door installed. 

This means that the new fire escape is now usable, the only 

remaining work is to plaster the walls around the walls where the 
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new door was provided. The remainder of the recommended 

fire precaution work at St. Anne's Home has been completed. 

DISTRICT HOSPITAL, CLIFDEN: 

Over a long period of time and on many occasions, I have 

recommended that a new water supply be taken from the mains 

serving the Convent,to supply the hose reel at the Maternity 

Unit. This work was completed on 13th December, 1974. 

The request to have a fire alarm and emergency lighting 

system provided has been with the Consulting Engineers for some 

time as has also the provision of smoke and fire stop doors 

and partitions. The plans for the fire alarm system have 

now been received from the Consultants. 

* 

ST. MARY'S HOSPITAL, CASTLEBAR: 

A comprehensive report on the necessity to provide smoke 

stop doors and partitions throughout this hospital was compiled 

in 1973, when I also recommended a complete system of hose reels. 

None of these items have as yet been provided and I feel that 

urgent attention must be given to this matter. In that report 

I recommended that fire break walls be built at intervals of 

50 ft. throughout the entire roof space. This work was 

completed during the second week of August 1974. 

The erection of the water tower, in hands for some months, 

due for completion by end of December 1975 will help the fire 

prevention services here considerably. 

A series of fire lectures and showing of the film took 

place on Thursday and Friday, 10th and 11th October, 1974, and 

was attended by all grades of staff. The R.M.S. also attended 

and expressed the view that the film and lecture were very 

useful. Some members of staff from the County Hospital also 

attended. 

/6. 
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COUNTY HOSPITAL, CA5TLEBAR: 

Plans for a new fire alarm and automatic emergency lighting 

system have been agreed and I look forward to approval being 

received from the Department of Health in the near future. The 

provision of the necessary smoke stop doors and partitions were 

discussed with the Architect some time ago. I hope every 

effort will be made to implement the recommendations as soon as 

possible. 

I express satisfaction with the provision of the new stores 

complex. 

COUNTY HOSPITAL, ROSCOMMON: 

A fire prevention report dated 21st November, 1973, was 

completed for the County Hospital, Roscommon. Recommendations 

in this report showed that a new fire alarm system with 

emergency lighting was necessary, as no means of raising the 

alarm in a fire emergency had ever been installed. Progress 

can be seen to be made on this point, as a siren was erected on 

the roof in July 1974 and instructions were issued as to the 

correct method of raising the fire alarm. Progress was also 

made on the recommendation that the laundry chute must be made 

up to yhr resisting standard. This work was completed in 

July 1974. 

A copy of the report was forwarded to the Department of 

Health on 23rd November, 1973, for approval. On the same date 

a request was forwarded to the Consulting Engineers to draw up 

plans for the implementation of the recommendations made in the 

report. On 6th February, 1974, approval in principle was 

received from the Department of Health with a request that plans 

be prepared by the Architect and Consulting Engineers. The 

present position shows that the plans have not as yet been 

completed. 

/ 7 . 
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DISTRICT HOSPITAL, BALLINA: 

On my last visit to St. Joseph's Hospital, I carried out 

a routine inspection to ascertain how much of the recommended 

work had been carried out. In my report on this hospital, 

I made special reference to sealing up the present door from the 

kitchen to the staircase enclosure, the provision of a fire 

alarm system and the removal of the electric controls from 

underneath the staircase. I also made a recommendation that 

provision of a static water tank be considered as the town 

water supply is inadequate for fire fighting purposes. I 

have since learned that the Urban Council are providing a new 

mains water supply. 

SWINFORD HOSPITALS (2 No.); 

The installation of the fire alarm and emergency lighting 

system has been in progress for some time and will be completed 

in January 1975. Commissioning will take place on 5th 

February, 1975. In 1973 I made many recommendations in respect 

of fire and smoke stopping, replacement of electric circuits and 

provision of ramps instead of steps. None of this requested 

work has been carried out yet. 

Early this year I was informed that it was proposed to 

provide a temporary building for use as an Occupational Therapy 

Unit. The siting of temporary or prefab buildings are an 

aspect of a Fire Prevention Officer's life that can be seen by 

him as a serious fire risk. Therefore, I recommended that this 

temporary building be sited at least 20 ft. from any other 

building. This building has been provided and used as an 

Occupational Therapy Unit since October 1974. 

MacBRIDE H0MEr WESTPORT, CO. MAYO: 

During a routine inspection on 25th September, 1974, I 

noted some items which were reported to the Programme Manager 

and Architect. These dealt with the early completion of 

the fire alarm system, fitting of electro-magnetic door holders, 

/8 
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and securing of the keys to the escape doors by lengths of light 

chain. An instruction to have these works completed was issued 

by the Architect to the Contractors on 16th December, 1974. 

D'ALTON HOME, CLAREMORRIS, CO. MAYO: 

On 2nd October, 1974, I carried out a routine inspection 

of the above Home and as a result of that inspection, I made a 

report to the Programme Manager outlining the following points 

which needed attention:-

1. Provision of automatic detection in the boilerhouse. 

2. Position of the smoke detectors in the 3-bed wards 
should be changed to a centre ceiling position. 

3. The means for zoning the complex on the annunciator 
panel had not been provided. On speaking to 
the Contractor, he informed me that this would be 
provided and I believe the situation is that the new 
panel has been received and the system will be 
commissioned in January 1975. 

4. Door from kitchen to be made up to jhr fire resisting 
standards and fitted with an efficient self closing 
device. 

5. A domed hinged cover to be provided on the bulk gas 
storage tank. 

WELFARE HOME, BELMULLET: 

The building programme is going well and when I last visited 

the site I found the installation of the fire alarm and emergency 

lighting system progressing in conjunction with the building 

programme. Some time ago, I had made a request to the 

Programme Manager to incorporate the hospital in the new fire 

alarm system for the welfare home. This was agreed and is 

proceeding along the lines as outlined by the Consulting Engineer. 

GENERAL: 

It is my intention that fire lectures and film shows should 

continue in 1975 along the same lines as in the past year, with 
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an extension of the programme to cover all the outlying units. 

One aspect of work which I introduced in 1974 on your 

approval, was the holding of exercises by the local fire brigades 

at each hospital. Such requests were made to the Fire 

Brigade Headquarters in Galway City and it was agreed to carry 

out these exercises. They took the form of bringing fire 

appliances and crews to Merlin Park Regional Hospital, 

St. Brendan's Home, Loughrea; St. Anne's Home, and the 

District Hospital at Clifden, and the holding of fire hydrant 

drills at these locations. Afterwards, I pointed out what 

I considered to be specific fire and life risk areas which I had 

noted during routine visits. The general opinion of the fire 

brigade officers and men was that such exercises were very 

valuable and necessary. I place on record appreciation to all 

these officers and men. As I informed you some time ago, it 

is my intention to extend these activities to the Roscommon and 

Mayo areas in the Summer months each year. I would like to 

express my gratitude to you for agreeing to these arrangements 

and for the co-operation and encouragement given to me in my 

work. 

With your permission, I have also advised other institutions 

not in the ownership of the Board as to fire precaution needs. 

F. HAYES, 
FIRE PREVENTION OFFICER. 
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| ATTENDANCE: 

Mr. p. C. Bresnihan, F.R.C.S.I. 
Mr. James Costello. 
Hies D. Casey. 
Mr. D. Dalton,'M.C.C. 
Mr. J. P. O'Callogban, M.C.C. 
Professor J. D. Kennedy. 
Dr. M. Dyar. 
Mr. p. Concannon, M.C.C. 

Mr. M. Killeen, Programne Manager and Mr. P. O'Mahonoy 

who acted as Secretary in the abse-nce of Mr. T. Mullen. 

LACTIC?; 0? CHAIRMAN: Mr. P. C. Bresnihan, F.2.C.S.I, advised the Meeting 

that he did not wish to continue as Chairman. 

On the proposal of Miss D. Casey, seconded by Mr. J. \. 

Costello, Professor J. D. Kennedy wa6 unanimously elected. 

Professor Kennedy paid tribute to Mr. P. C. Bresnihan 

for the service given during Lis period of office as 

Chairnan. 

ELECTION OF 

nm CHAIRMAN: 

HIIUTES OF MSETIH3 

3? 19.5.'7kt 

Mr. P. C. Bresnihan was unanimously elected Vice Chairaan 

on the proposal of Dr. M. J., Dyar, seconded by Professor 

J. D. Kennedy. • 

These Minutes had previously been circulated and were 

approved and signed by the Chairman. 

?rron? ow CAPITAL 
This Report was previously circulated. 

Mr. Killer, Procrnmne Manner gave the Meeting detailo of 

ir.prove:,onts at Roscor.mor., i.e. iaprovc-Mnt« to kitchen 

equipnent, painting and fire prevention. 
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He olso advised the Meeting that a Hospitals Executive 

Committee had boen appointed to County Hospitrl, Roscommon 

and Sacred Heart Howe, Roscommon. 

fTLKBAJl: Mr. K13.een, Programme Manager stated that a Meeting 

was arranged with official of the Department of 

Health for 27th November, 1974 to discuss the Development 

Plan for Cactlebar General Hospital. 

ELFAEE: Br. Dyar stated that-there wa6 a necessity for the 

provision of sheltered housing for groups of people who v/ere 

mentally and physically fit, but who had a social problem. 

The Meeting agreed that the Health Board should urge 

the County Councils to provide such accommodation. 

AEOEATOEY SERVICES: The Meeting agreed that it should not be necessary for 

patients to go.repeatedly to the Regional Hospital for 

Blood Tests such as blood coagulation, etc. and that 

sanpl* s should be taken by local doctors for such tests 

and forwarded by post to the Laboratory at the Regional 

Hospital, Galway. Professor Kennedy will communicate with 

the Haemathology Department in this connection. 

PA!T "̂ ORT COSTS; 

gTHQPASDTC SERVICES: 

I t was nentioned that the cost, of conveyance of p a t i e n t s 

t o c l i n i c s e t c . was very high and the Meeting considered 

t ha t the n a t t e r should be discussed a t a Meeting of the 

Hospi ta ls Executive Committee. 

The Chairman informed the Meeting tha t the Report of the 

Working Party inves t iga t ing orthopaedic se rv ices would 

soon be ready and that a copy of t he recoanendotiona of the 

Par ty would be provided for the Standing Committee, 

General I n s t i t u t i o n a l Care, for u r - to -da te in for*, t i c * 

before the next Kecting. 
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The Standing Connlttee conr.iVred that shea the Report 

of the Working Party investigating specialties in respect 

of orthopaedic services-is complete and submitted to the 

Regional Hospital Board, that the Working Party should then 

investigate the needs of Neurosurgical specialty. 

Mr. Killeen, Programme Manager informed the Meeting that -

the provision of 30 extra beds and other facilities at 

the Regional Hospital, Maternity Department, have been 

agreed to by the Department of Health. The Committee 

expressed dissatisfaction at the continuous overcrowding • 

at the Regional Hospital and feel that some- interim 

accommodation should be provided this year as it is felt that 

it will take up to three years before structure is 

completed and 30 permanent beds provided. 

The nest Meeting was arranged for Eallina District 

Hospital on January 17th, 1975 at 3.00 p.m. and 

the following items are to be placed on the Agenda. 

SIGHED: 

1. Report of Regional Hospital Board, Working Party 

on Orthopaedic Services. (Report to be circulated) 

2. Visiting Hours - each Hospital. 

3. Admission proceed'ure - (Report to be circulated). 

itjy^j 7 m^*-**-
ACTING SECRETARY. 

SIGN3D: J , D . K e n n e d y . 

CHAIRMAN. 

DAK: 1 7 t h J a n u a r y , 1 9 7 5 , 

PM/HK. 



BORD SLAINTE AN IARTHAIR 

PSYCHIATRIC & GERIATRIC CARE STANDING COMMITTEE 

M i n u t e s o f the M e e t i n g of t h e Commit tee h e l d i n M e r l i n Park 
R e g i o n a l H o s p i t a l on F r i d a y t h e 1 5 t h November , 1 9 7 ^ , a* 4 . 3 0 p .m . 

PRESENT; 

IN ATTENDANCE; 

Mr. M.J. Egan, LL.B. - Chairman 

Mr. P. O'Cathain 

Mr. T. O'Baoill, R.M.N. 

Dr. L. Hanniffy 

Mr. P. Flynn, N.T. M.C.C, 

Mr. E. Carey, M.C.C. 
Dr. M.J. McLoughlin, B.D.S. 

Senator M.D. Lyons - Chairman Western Health Board 

Mr. J.P. O'Callaghan, M.C.C, Vice-Chairman 

Western Health Board. 

Mr. S. O'Donoghue, Programme Manager 

Miss M. Cloonan, Secretary. 

ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN; 
On the proposal of Dr. L. Hanniffy, seconded by 

Mr. T. O'Baoill, Mr. M.J. Egan, LL.B. was 

unanimously elected as Chairman. 

ELECTION OF VICE-CHAIRMAN; 

On the proposal of Dr. L. Hanniffy, seconded by 

Mr. P. Flynn vas unanimously elected 
Mr. E. Carey, 
as Vice-Chairman. 

1 
MINUTES; 

On the proposal of Dr. L. Hanniffy, seconded by 

Mr. P. Flynn, the minutes of the meeting held on 

the 7th June, 197^ were adopted by the Committee 

and signed by the Chairman. 

WELCOME TO PROGRAMME MANAGER; 

T h e committee welcomed Mr. S. O'Donoghue as 

Programme Manager and Miss H. Cloonan as Secretary 

and wished them every success. Tributes were also 

p a i d to the former Committee. Mr. O'Donoghue 

thanked the members. 

PROGRESS REPORT 0jj_PJR0J£cJS-i 

^ ^ T T f ^ : Wor* i. W»*-*m ..tl.r..t.ril, 
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and indications were that the home would be 

available for occupation by February, 1975. 

St. Francis Home. Newcastle; — The Foundation 

Stone for this Home was laid by Senator M.D. 

Lyons, Chairman of the Western Health Board at 

a ceremony on the 30th September, 1974. 

Strokestown; — A site has been acquired and was 

recently inspected by the Architect from the 

Department of Health. 

Castlerea; — A site has been obtained from 

Roscommon County Council and was recently inspectec 

by the Architect from Department of Health. 

Roscommon: — Arrangements are in train to acquire 

a site in Roscommon town from Roscommon County 

Council. 

Carraroe: — Tender submitted to Department of 

Health for sanction on the 15th October, 1974. 

Ballinrobe; — Mr. P. Flynn stressed the need for 

a welfare home for Ballinrobe indicating that this 

was a highly populated area and had to look either 

to Galway or Castlebar for facilities for the 

aged at present. Ballinrobe should have its own 

home. The Programme Manager pointed out that the 

Board's 5 Year Plan for Welfare Homes did not 

include Ballinrobe. The Board w^pe fully committee 

by the plan to 1978. Ballinrobe v^ould be included 

for consideration for our next 5 year plan. 

Welfare Homes - General: 
• — _ _ _ — — — — — f 

A discussion took place on the operation of the 

Welfare Homes to date. While it was generally 

agreed that they were serving a useful purpose 

it was felt that they were a bit restrictive in 

design and should be enlarged to include day 

facilities, etc.. The provision of day facilities 

should be a top priority as it would relieve 

overcrowding in hospitals be retaining in the 

community our aged who would be seeking hospital

isation in the absence of such facilities. 

f-jĵ TATRTn HOSPITALS: 

St. Brendan's Home, Loughrea 

The following was noted in relation to St. 

Brendan's Home, Loughroa: 
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(a) Department approval is awaited to the 

provision of lifts. 

(b) The Day Room was virtually completed, except 

for central heating which is being installed. 

(c) The installation of the Fire Alarm System is 

nearing completion. 

(d) Costings for the Geriatric Day Centre were 

being examined with a view to achieving 

economies. 

PSYCHIATRIC HOSPITALS; 

The following was noted in relation to our 

Psychiatric Hospitals:-

(i) St. Brigid's Hospital, Ballinasloe: 

Sanitary Annexes - Stage 2 

Work due for completion by 31st March, 1975. 

St. Enda's Unit - Conversion 

Final documents to Department for approval on 

the 7th October, 197^. 

Admission Unit 

Detailed costings to Department on the 18/7/'74. 

New Building - Conversion into Psycho/Geriatric 

Unit 

Scheme being examined by Department in conjunction 

with Board's Architect and Consulting Engineer. 

Old Building - Upgrading 

This project which has a high priority will be 

carried out in a phased programme over 3 years. 

Expected to commence January, 1975* 

Laundry Improvements, Shop, Tea Room and Self 

Service Dining Room 

Project under examination by Architect. 

Fire Alarm System 

Under examination by Consulting Engineer. 

(±±) St. Mary's Hospital, Castlebar 

F r o ^ j n n of Boilerhouse and installation of Boilers 

Planning of scheme in advanced stage. 

Water Storage Tower 

Work commenced 23/7/ ' 7** 

Medium Stay Unit 

Revised schedule of accommodation has been sub

mitted to Department for approval. Expect to 

advertise for Tenders 1975-



Electrical Re-¥iring - Stage 1 

Work nearing completion 

Electrical Re-Wiring Stage 2 

In final planning stage. 

Automatic Fire Detection System 

Tenders sent to Department for sanction on the 

21/10/'74. 

Provision of Lifts 

Work about to commence 

Kitchen and Dining Accommodation 

Tender sanctioned. Work will commence as soon as 

contract signed. 

(iii) St. Patrick's Hospital, Castlerea 

Industrial Therapy 

Work in progress. Estimated completion date 

31st January, 1975. 

Lifts — Department approval to proposal awaited 

Stairwells — Department approval to proposal 

awaited. 

Fire Alarm System — Department approval to 

proposal awaited. 

Boilerhouse moderniation and installation of 

Boilers; — Ready to go to tender. Awaiting 

approval of Department 

Laundry Improvements; 

Approved in principle. Consulting Engineer 

examining possibility of having laundry needs of 

County Hospital, Roscommon included. 
i 

INDUSTRIAL THERAPY; 

Dr. Hanniffy felt that there was a need to have 

a cost-benefit analysis done on our Industrial 

Therapy Units. Possibly a sub-committee should 

be set up to see how effective they are. Is there 

a need to increase the crafts personnel? Following 

discussion the Programme Manager agreed to prepare 

a discussion document on the subject for considera

tion by the Standing Committee. 

JOINT MnuTTTAPV FOR CASTLEBAR; 
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GERIATRIC ADMISSIONS: 
Dr. Hanniffy pointed out that there are 

now a large number of geriatric patients 

in our psychiatric hospitals. The 

problem is increasing daily. Something 

would need to be done to control the 

situation. Following discussion it was 

suggested that consideration might be 

given to establishing a committee in each 

county with representatives from each 

hospital and home in the county, to 

provide better communications between 

hospitals and homes in relation to 

geriatric admissions and to assess a 

accommodation needs of patients. 

DATE AND VENUE OF NEXT MEETING; 

Signed i /J S&^J . 
M. Cloonan, 

Secretary 

Signed: ,' 

It was decided to hold the next meeting 

in St. Brigid's Hospital, Ballinasloe, 

on Friday, 10th January, 1975• Lunch 

will be provided there at 1.00 p.m. and 

the meeting will follow immediately 

after. 

ConfirmpdAand adopted at meeting held on the 10th January, 1975* 

Chairvan 


