I b6RO slAin^e An lARtAm
WESTERN HEALTH BOARD
Telephone: Galway 7631

HEADQUARTERS,
MERLIN PARK REGIONAL HOSPITAL,
GALWAY.

1st May, 1973.
To:

Each Member of t h e Board.

Dear Member,
I desire to inform you that the next meeting of the Board will be held
at the Sacred Heart Home, Roscommon at 4.00 p.m. on Monday, 7th May, 1973
to consider Agenda as set out hereunder.
The members will assemble at 3.00 p.m. to visit the Home prior to the
meeting.
You are hereby requested to attend.

Yours faithfully,

E. Hannan.
Chief Executive Officer.

AGENDA.
1.

Opening P r a y e r .

2.

V e r i f i c a t i o n of Minutes of Meeting of 2nd A p r i l , 1973. (Copy h e r e w i t h )

3.

Budget (Revenue) and Health Services Grant 1973/74.

4.

. M 4 a l Programme 1973/74 - Copy of C i r c u l « l e t t e r " H 40/264 of 11th
A p r i l , 1973 and e n c l o s u r e from Department of Health herewxth.

12.

w
This item would appear on the Agenda again for
monthly meeting of 7th May, 1973.

In the

meantime, he recommended that the three contributing
County Councils, i.e. Mayo, Roscommon and Galway,
be requested for a payment on account during the
/2
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5.

Calvary Hospital - Future of Maternity Department,- Interim Report from
Sub-Committee.

6.

St. Brigid's Hospital, Ballinasloe, - Development Plan etc.

7.

Reports from Meetings of Standing Committees - Copies of Minutes herewith.

8.

To confirm date of Special Meeting on Thursday, 24th May, 1973 to review
progress for the past year, and consider Management Plan for period from
1973/74 to 1978/79.

9.

Chief Executive Officer's Progress Report:(1) "Choice of Doctor"and"Choice of Pharmacist"Schemes.
(2) Welfare Homes Building Programme.
(3) Proposed sale of small plot of land to Galway County Council at Ballinasloe
for road widening purposes.

10.

Notice of Motion:
"That the Western,Health Board provide grants to doctors in rural aieas
to meet the cost of installation of radio telephone equipment used in
connection with their practices."
'

Michael Ryan.

This item would appear on the Agenda again for
monthly meeting of 7th May, 1973.

In the

meantime, he recommended that the three contributing
County Councils, i.e. Mayo, Roscommon and Galway,
be requested for a payment on account during the
/2
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Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Western Health Board held at 4.00 p.m.
on Monday, 2nd April, 1973, at Sacred Heart Home, Castlebar.

Present:

Councillor T. King - Chairman - who presided.

Other Members:

Messrs. P. C. Bresnihan, E. Carey, Miss D. Casey,
Messrs. P. Concannon, J. Costello, Mrs. M. Croffy,
Messrs. J. Cullen, M. J. Dyar, M. J. Egan,
P. Flynn, L. Hanniffy, E. Haverty, P. D. Joyce,
J. D. Kennedy, J. R. Lenehan, M. J. McLoughlin,
J. M. Mannion, P. J. Morley, T. 0 Baoill,
J. P. O'Callaghan, J. P. O'Donnell, D. O'Rourke,
P. D. Power, and J. J.Tobin.

Apology:

Mr. Michael Ryan, M.C.C.,

In Attendance:

Messrs. E. Hannan, Chief Executive Officer;
T. P. Keyes, Programme Manager, General Hospital
Care; D. O'Shea, Programme Manager, Special
Hospital Care; P. McDaid, Programme Manager,
Community Care; J. Moran, Finance Officer;
P. O'Meara, Planning & Evaluation Officer;
Dr. M. J. Gilvarry, R.M.S., St. Mary's Hospital,
Castlebar; Messrs. J. O'Reilly and J. Fitzmaurice,
Staff Officers, and J. O'Leary, Secretary.

Opening Prayer:

The opening prayer was recited in Irish by the
Chief Executive Officer.

Minutes:

Minutes of Monthly Meeting held on 5th March,
1973, copies of which had been circulated, were
adopted on the proposal of Councillor P. Flynn
seconded by Councillor J. Lenehan, and then
signed by the Chairman.

Health Services

Chief Executive Officer stated that to date he

Grant 1973/74:

had received no official communication on the
amount of Health Grant to be made available to
the Board for the financial year ending on 31st
March, 1974, and that the Board's Revenue Budget
for 1973/74 adopted at meeting of 6th November,
1972

had not yet been approved by the Minister

for Health.
This item would appear on the Agenda again for
monthly meeting of 7th May, 1973.

In the

meantime, he recommended that the three contributing
County Councils, i.e. Mayo, Roscommon and Galway,
be requested for a payment on account during the
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- 2 month of April 1973 pending the determination
of their demands.
On the proposal of Senator J. M. Mannion,
seconded by Councillor E. Carey, Chief
Executive Officer's recommendation was adopted.
The Chief Executive Officer, having reported that
on occasions the Board's overdraft had exceeded
the sum of one-million pounds, which had been
previously authorised by the Board for the quarter
ended 31st March, 1973, the highest level reached
being one-million-four-hundred-and-fifty-twothousand and sixteen pounds (£1,452,016), it was
proposed by Senator J. M. Mannion, seconded by
Councillor E. Carey, and resolved:"that we hereby authorise the raising of overdraft
accommodation in the sum of one-million-fourhundred-and-fifty-two-thousand and sixteen pounds
(£1,452,016), for the period ended 31st March,
1973, pursuant to Section 33 of Health Act 1970."
Mr. P. McDaid, Programme Manager, Community Care,
stated that a communication had been received
from the Department of Health,Reference 5/73
dated 28th February, 1973, urging each Health
Board to bring their blind welfare allowances up
to the highest level prevailing in the country
and stating that the extra expenditure would rank
for recoupment from the Health Services Grant
and would be taken into consideration when the
allocation of grant was notified for financial year
ending 31st March, 1974.

At current rates, the

cost of the allowances in a full year was
seven-thousand-five-hundred pounds (£7,500)
approximately, and it would cost an additional
twenty-six-thousand-five-hundred pounds (£26,500)
/3

- 3 to implement the Department's proposals.
It was proposed by Mr. J. Costello, seconded by
Councillor E. Carey and resolved:
"that we hereby approve of the payment of Blind
Welfare Allowances at the rates set out in
Department of Health Circular Letter 5/73, dated
28th February, 1973, as f rom the 1st April, 1973,
and authorise the necessary expenditure."
Local Committees Tenure of Office of

Chief Executive Officer informed the meeting
that in accordance with Rule 2 of the Schedule

Members appointed by
the Health Board.
Circ.Letter P.43/8
dated 9th March,1973

to the Health (Local Committees) Regulations
1972, the Minister for Health had decided that
the appointments of the members appointed by

issued by Dept. of
Health:

Health Boards to the first local committees
would terminate on 30th June, 1977.

Social Security for

Department of Health Circular No. 9/73 of the

Migrant Workers etc.

9th March, 1973, and report of Mr. P. McDaid,

in E.E.C.:
Programme Manager, Community Care, dated 26th
March, 1973, copies of which were circulated to
each Member on 27th March, 1973, regarding the
entitlement of migrant workers, visitors etc.
to health and social security services in the
E.E.C. were discussed at length and noted.
The Chairman invited Councillor J. R. Lenehan,
who requested clarification on the position of
migratory workers in the United Kingdom, who
were not in insurable employment, to attend meeting
of Community Care Standing Committee on Wednesday
4th April, 1973, when the Programme Manager would
explain the position further.

Portiuncula Hospital,

On the proposal of Councillor P. Concannon,

Ballinasloe - Deeming

seconded by Dr. L. Hanniffy, the Board adopted

Arrangements - County
Roscommon patients:

the Chief Executive Officer's recommendation that

A

- 4 the deeming arrangement with Portiuncula Hospital,
Ballinasloe, in respect of County Roscommon
patients living within a radius of about twelve
miles of the hospital, approved at Board meeting
of 18th February, 1972, be extended for a further
period of six months.
Chief Executive Officer stated, in reply to
Councillor P. Concannon, that he had taken up
with the Authorities of Portiuncula Hospital, a
letter issued by a Consultant Obstetrician/
Gynaecologist employedthere, which was circulated
to General Practitioners recently which implied
that different standards of service would be
provided for different categories of patient at
fees of forty and twenty pounds respectively, and
he had asked for particulars of the number of
patients with full eligibility who had opted for
private or semi-private accommodation.
Ethical Committee,

At the request of the Chief Executive Officer,

Regional Hospital,

this item was withdrawn.

Galway - Appointment
of Chairman:

Standing Committees -

Minutes of meetings of Standing Committees,

Reports from Meetings:

copies of which were ciroulated to all Members of
the Board, on 27th March, 1973, were considered
and noted, as follows:(1) General Institutional Core meeting of
9th February, 1973;
(2) Psychiatric & Geriatric Care meeting of
23rd February, 1973;
(3) Community Care meeting of 26th February,
1973.
In relation to a resolution odopted ot meeting of
the Psychiatric and Geriatric Care Standing
/5.

- 5 Committee drawing the attention of the Board
to the difficulties being created by the alleged
refusal of doctors participating in the "Choice
of Doctor" Scheme to accept old General Medical
Services Cards pending the issue of new ones
and requesting that the position of persons who
had not yet received their new medical cards
be clarified, the Chief Executive Officer stated
that new General Medical Service Cards were
being prepared and issued as quickly as possible
and that in the Galway office alone, one
thousand one hundred (l,100) new cards had been
issued during month of February 1973.

This

demonstrated the volume of work involved and
the speed with which the problem was being
cleared.

He had repeatedly urged and appealed

at previous Board Meetings that holders of old
medical cards should return their "Choice of
Doctor" forms forthwith.

At this stage,

with the "Choice of Doctor" Scheme now in
operation for more than six months, he could give
no blanket assurance that holders of old medical
cards were now automatically entitled to General
Medical Services in sriew of changing circumstances
and the review of card holders which was taking
place as an ongoing operation.
Dr. Liam Hanniffy referred to the Editorial on
the Irish Times of that day and stated that he
welcomed the personal commitment of the Minister
for Health for
treatment.

improving facilities for mental

He went on to state that conditions

in St. Brigid's Hospital where he "was employed
for last fifteen years", were "atrocious and
inhuman".

He was glad that plans were now in
/6

- 6 hand to deal with this situation.
The Chairman (Mr. T. King) referred Dr. Hanniffy
to the fact that he must be well aware of what
had been planned by the Board for this hospital,
and that his remarks should have been made to the
Board's Standing Committee for Psychiatric and
Geriatric Care of which Dr. Hanniffy is a member.
The Chairman of the Psychiatric and Geriatric
Care Standing Committee, Councillor P. D. Joyce,
expressed appreciation of the work being done
for the patients and felt that present plans
were adequately dealing with the problem.
The Chief Executive Officer stated that the Board
at their Budget Meetings on 27th October, 1972,
and 6th November, 1972, had approved of an
overall scheme for the improvement of the
Psychiatric Service - part of which was the
carrying out at an early date of specific projects
at St. Brigid's Hospital, Ballinasloe, which
would improve conditions in every part of the
hospital.

The particulars of this plan were

now at an advanced state of preparation, the
detailed drawings of which were examined and
discussed by the Psychiatric and Geriatric
Care Standing Committee at their meeting in
St. Brigid's Hospital, on 23rd February, 1973.

Chief Executive Officer reported that:(l)

General Medical Services "Choice of Doctor"
and "Choice of Pharmacist" Schemes:
The following was the position in regard to
the number of persons covered by general
medical service cards on 28th February, 1973:-
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Persons Covered

Total
Percentage
Population
Covered
(April 1971
Census)

Percentage
covered at
30thbept.
±2Z2.

29,466

58,964

149,223

39.0

30.8

26,424

57,931

109,525

52.9

43.5

11,254

22,020

53,519

41.3

37.1

67,124

138,915

312,267

44.5

36.8

57,254

114,534

Returns from the General Medical Services
(Payment) Board for January, 1973, indicated that
total expenditure on the schemes to date was
four-hundred-and-eighteen-thousand-five-hundredand-ten-poun ds (£418,510) which was within the
amount budgeted for as revised.

The visiting

rate for January 1973 at 4.7 visits per eligible
person per annum was the joint lowest of the
eight Health Boards, the average for the State
being 5.7.

The position with regard to vacant

posts for Doctors under the scheme in the Board's
area was as follows:(a)

County Galway;
Carna:
A candidate hd been selected to fill the
vacancy and was due to take up duty on 2nd
May, 1973.
Aran Islands:
This vacancy was advertised and interviews
were arranged for 10th April, 1973.

The

post had been filled in a temporary capacity
since 1st November, 1972.
Kilconnell:
Interviews were held on 20th March, 1973,
/8..

- 8 and a candidate had been recommended for
appointment.
PortumnaI
The candidate selected had subsequently
withdrawn and the position was under review.
Williamstown;
This vacancy was about to be re-advertised.
(b)

County Mayo;
Knocknalower:
No candidate was recommended as a result
of an interview held on 20th March, 1973,
and the vacancy was about to be re-advertised.

(c)

County Roscommon;
Ballyleague;
A candidate was recommended f o r appointment
f o l l o w i n g i n t e r v i e w s held on 20th March, 1973.
Castlerea;
A candidate was recommended for appointment
following interviews held on 20th March, 1973.

Chief Executive Officer emphasised that there
was no guarantee that recommended candidates
would in fact take up duty.
(2)

County Hospital, Roscommon, Medical Staffing;
The Department of Health had sanctioned the
appointment of a Senior House Officer to
assist the Consultant Surgeon at the County
Hospital, Roscommon, and applicants for the
post would be interviewed shortly.

A

case was being prepared for submission to
Comhairle na n-Ospideal for sanction to
creation of an office of Consultant Obstetrician
Gynaecologist, to supervise the 25-bed
Maternity Unit erected at this Hospital in
/9

- 9 1967.
(3)

St. Mary's Psychiatric Hospital, Castlebar:
The Department of Health, per letter
dated 27th March, 1973, Ref. H.2l/ll/40,
had sanctioned the erection of a Medium
Stay Unit of one-hundred-and-fifty-beds (150)
initially, and this was being designed by
the Architect.

(4)

Welfare Homes Building Programme:
(a)

Belmullet;
Approval to advertise for tenders had
been obtained from the Department of
Health.

(b)

Westport:
The acceptance of a tender had been
approved by the Minister for Health.
Work would commence within the next
two weeks.

£c)

Clarmorris:
Approval of the Minister for Health
to the acceptance of a tender had been
requested on the 27th March, 1973.

(5)

County Hospital, Castlebar - Five Year
Development Plan:
Five year development plan for County
Hospital, Castlebar, approved at Board
Meeting of 5th March, 1973, was approved in
principle by the Galway Regional Hospital
Board on 28th March, 1973.

(6)

Special Meeting to Review Progress of the
past year, and consider Management Plan for
Period from 1973/74 to 1978/79:
Subject to confirmation at Monthly Meeting
of 7th May, 1973, it was agreed that a
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- 10 Special Board Meeting to review progress
for the past year and consider Management
Plan for period from 1973/74 to 1978/79 would
be held in Galway at 11.30 a.m. on Thursday,
24th May, 1973.
(7)

Pollut ion in Galway Bay:
Report from Dr. P. D. Power, Galway County
Medical Officer, on the tests conducted by
the Galway Bay Monitoring Committee indicated
that the waters of Galway Bay were free of
pollution and that shell fish were not
contaminated.

The tests would continue

with some modifications.
Ambulance
"

In reply to Dr. J. J. Tobin, who referred to
a statement at the Inaugural Meeting of the
Ballyhaunis Branch of the Irish Red Cross, as
reported in local newspapers^bhat there had been
a two-hours delay in getting an ambulance from
Castlebar, to attend a road accident at Ballyhaunis
on 16th March, 1973, Chief Executive Officer

•>

stated, having read the press report, he had
investigated this matter.

The following were

the facts:
An ambulance requested at 12.38 p.m. and left its
base at Sacred Heart Home, Castlebar, at 12.39 p.m.
to collect plasma from the County Hospital,
reached Doctor's house at Ballyhaunis, thirty
miles away

approximately, at 1.28 p.m. and was

back at the County Hospital at 2.21 p.m.

A

second ambulance requested at 1.06 p.m. reached
the Doctor's house at 1.47 p.m. and was back at
the County Hospital at 2.44 p.a.

The first

ambulance completed the round trip in one hour
forty-three minutes, and the second in one hour
and thirty-eight minutes.

- 11 This indicated a very satisfactory level of
speedy response, and an efficient ambulance
service.

Dr. D. M. Clarke, Consultant

Radiologist, at County Hospital, Castlebar, in
a letter dated 6th April, 1973, to Mr. T. P.
Keyes, Programme Manager, General Hospital Care,
reported two outstanding performances by ambulance
drivers on 15th March, 1973, and on 23rd March,
1973, in delivering two patients with dislocated
necks to the County Hospital, and asked that
there be a Press Release from the Board to draw
public attention to the excellent performance,
and also paid tributes to the leading Ambulance
Man, Mr. Joseph Foy, and Dr. Malachy Powell,
Department of Health, Chairman of the Ambulance
Council.

Approval in principle had been

received from Department of Health on the
appointment of an Ambulance Officer as requested
in October 1971, to administer the ambulance
services for this Board pnd that of North-Western
Health Board areas.

He hoped to be in a

position to advertise the post in near future.
He had every confidence that the high level of
efficiency attained by the service to date,
especially in County Mayo, would continue to improve.
The Board congratulated Mr. Joseph Foy and the
drivers under his control for the manner in which
they were carrying out their duties.
On the proposal of Councillor T. King, Chairman,
seconded by Mr. J. O'Donnell, the sympathy of
the Board was extended to Mr. M. J. Egan on
the recent death of his brother.

Chief

Executive Officer, on behalf of the Staff, and
on his own behalf associated himself with the
/12

- 12 n o t i o n of syapothy, and a a i n u t e ' s silence was
observed os a aark of respect.

Mr. Egon

thanked the Boord and Chief Executive O f f i c e r
for t h e i r expressions of sympathy.

This concluded the business of the Meeting.

Siigned:

^4^tk>^»^^.
E. Honnon,
Chief Executive O f f i c e r .

Confirmed ond adopted at Meeting of 'Western
Health Boord held on 7th May, 1973.

iigned: iSkjgJ t/(jU Q. fjUr,
Chairman.
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/ / A i b r e a n , 1973.

A Chara,
I am directed by the Minister for Health to refer to the question
of allocating the capital funds which will be available for hospital
building in 1973/7'+ and to say that he has reviewed the situation for
your Health Board in the light of the overall capital allocation for
hospitals, the amount required to provide for existing inescapable
commitments, and the needs of voluntary hospitals and institutions for
the mentally handicapped.,
He has considered the various new projects
proposed by your Health Board and also the extent to which, realistically
speaking, the development of the planning work on those projects is
such as to warrant provision being made for actual expenditure on them
in the year 1973/7i+»
'-The specific projects wnich it is suggested might
be started in that year insofar as your Health Board is concerned are
set out in the attached statement,,
A further letter will be sent to you at an early date in regard
to planning procedures, financing and cost management, etc. for the
1973/7*+ programme.

Mise, l e meas,

>&k>\ > (a. ^iCct t c ^

Chief Executive Officer.
Western
Health Board.
Merlin ^ark Regional Hospital,
Galway.

*» •

7N Roscommon

fc Castlebar
• Shantalla, Co. Galway
Woodford, Co. Galway
Ballinasloe
Vfc The inclusion of this project in the
Department^approving of the scheme.

TC<

Extensions to County Clinic
Extensions to County Clinic
Extensions to Clinic
Health Centre and Nurses' Residence
Health Centre and Nurses' Residence
1973/74 programme is subject to the

•• rnvri
Jfl 1?7?/74
HOSPITAL

HOJHI

(•)

OUMJ

i»ci"wa io«piui

County BoapiUl, QuUtbtr
a

Berlin Pmck teclooal Hoepital

(b)

X-Ray Departmont
Inteasive Care Unit
(iii) Saooad orthopaedic theatre
Improvements to District Hospital
and group practico premises

BUtrlot Hospital, Clifden

Replacement of boiler

iffCTIHHTTffl'

St. BrUid'a Eo.plUl. Ballinaaloe
St. Kary'a Hospital, Caatlebar
St. rat rick'a KoapiUl, Caatlerea

l

(i) Laboratory
(lj) Boilorhouee

Meiriot Hospital, BaUian

ffTCTTimff

[«)

Iateneive Car* Unit

Various minor works involving
expenditure of £20,COO
Vater tower
Replacement of boilers and
occupational therapy

A9fflffOTiTTW fOB H i l«ffi» •

)

Co. Galvay

2 Homes for the Aged

BoUullat

Home for the Aged

St. Brendan'a Boat, Lougnrea

Fire Alarm System

HEALTH crery^,frifncpSTC;

*fc Roacoooon
* Caatlebar
Shantaila, Co. Galway
Woodford, Co. Caliray
Ballinaaloe
Ht The inclusion of this project in tl
Departmentvapproving of the scheme.

Extensions to County Clinic
Extensions to County Clinic
Extensions to Clinic
Health Centre and Nurses' Residence
Health Centre and Nurses' Residence
1973/74 programme is subject to the
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Minutes of Meeting of Community Care Standing r ™ ; t t
u •, ,
nwWcHav 4th anvil
TQv^ ->+ i, i- a i a n a i n 9 Committee held a t 4 p.m. on
Wednesday, 4th A p r i l , 1973 a t Merlin Park Regional Hospital

Members Present:

Dr. J 0 J O Tobin, (Chairman), Dr. P. D. Power,
Dr. M. J . McLoughlin, Mr. J. p o O'Donnell,
Mr. J . Costello and Dr. M. Mylotte.

In attendance:

Mr. P. McDaid, Programme Manager, Community Care.

Minutes:

Minutes of monthly meeting held on 26th February,
1973, copies of which had been circulated, were

*

adopted on the proposal of Dr. M. J. McLoughlin, seconded
by Mr. J. P. O'Donnell.

Grants to Voluntary
Bodies:

The Committee considered details submitted of grants
payable in 1972/73.
It was noted that the details submitted did not
represent the final position and it was agreed that
details of final payments would be submitted.
It was noted also that there was an uneven spread of
supported activity throughout the region.

It was

decided on the proposal of Dr. M. J. McLoughlin, seconded
by Dr. P. D„ Power , that a Senior Social Worker should
be appointed for each county with responsibility under
the Director of Community Care for, among other things, the
organisation of voluntary activity and guidance of
voluntary organisations.

Proposed Press Release:

The terms of a proposed Press Release in relation
to developments in the community wore approved, subject to
the inclusion of further information about availability
of grants as appropriate.
,

S2J£ of Health
Premises:

It was agreed that each case where it was proposed to
dispose of premises would be considered on its merits and
be dealt with by the Conmittee before reference to the
Health Board.

/z

T a i l aaa fixed fer •edaesday, 16th May, 1973,
ia Nerlia park at 4.00p.».

Signed:

n
I\UU
/ A^/k^
P. McOaid.
Programme Manager,
Community Care.

Pate:

6th Aprilt 1973.

Confirmed aad adopted at Meeting of Community
Care Standing Committee on 16th May, 1973.

•

Chairman.

