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MINUTES; 

SBNERAL INSTTTTTTTONAL OAK* S ^ T N G CQmimM_ 

Minutes of meeting held on 22nd March, 1973, at the County Hospital 
Roscommon. 

Present were; Mr. P. Bresnihan, F.R.C.S.I., Chairman. 

Mr. E. Carey, N.T., M.C.C. 

Miss D. Casey, Matron. 

Mr. P. Concannon, M.C.C. 

Mr. P. Flynn, N.T., M.C.C, 

Mr. E. Haverty, M.C.C. 

Senator D. Lyons. 

Mr. D. O'Rourke, M.C.C. 

In attendant: Mr. T. Keyes, Programme Manager. 

Mr. M. O'Brien, Secretary. 

Miss M.B. Tansey, Matron, Co. Hospital, Roscommon. 

Mr. O'Hanrahan,Consultant Surgeon, Co. Hospital, 

Roscommon. 

Apologies for inability to attend were received from Mr. T. King M.C.C. 

3.1. Minute's. 

The Minutes of the previous meeting held on the 9th February, 

1973» were approved and signed, proposed by P. Flynn, and 

seconded by Senator M.D. Lyons. 

5*2. Arising from the Minutes: 

Mr. T. Keyes, Programme Manager, informed the meeting that the 

construction of a Pathology Department at the County Hospital, 

Castlebar, had now been approved in principle by the Department 

of Health and that this would be a system built construction. 

The meeting expressed reservations about a Prefabricated or 

System Built construction for this Department. Mr. P. Flynn 

spoke in favour of a traditional concrete building for this 

Department. He considered that in addition to this being a 

more sound construction, that it would give employment locally, 

whereas a System type building would be constructed by an 

outside Firm and would not give any local employment. The 

meeting agreed that the Plans and Specifications for this 

building should be brought to a further meeting, when available, 

and that the Architect on this project should attend,if necessary. 
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Mr. BresniHan, Chairman, pointed out that there was a danger 

that the Pathologist might leave and considered that it was 

essential that this project should be completed with all speed. 

The meeting agreed that the Architect should show completion 

costs and construction time required, for both a system building 

and a conventional type building. 

Mr. Keyes informed the meeting that he hoped that the overall 

siting plan for the County Hospital, Castlebar would be 

prepared in April and that planning of the Pathology Department 

would take place immediately after this. 

The Committee noted that the Health Board had appointed a sub 

committee to consider the position in relation to Calvary 

Hospital, Galway. 

Ballina Hospital. 

The meeting considered the position in relation to the Medical 

Staffing of Ballina District Hospital. The Committee was 

informed that the new proposals submitted by the Health Board 

to the. Department of Health had not yet been approved in 

principle and the tender for the proposed improvements at 

Ballina Hospital had also been submitted to the Department of 

Health for approval. The position relating to access to the 

Hospital by General Practitioners and also concerning the 

duties of District Nurses in the Ballina Area in relation to 

that hospital was discussed. 

Mr. Bresnihan, Chairman, pointed out difficulties relating to 

the Medical Staffing of Ballina. He stated that the Medical 

Officer proposed would not be a Consultant and would have no 

laboratory facilities, no Radiologist, no Resident Medical 

Staff and no cover for time off. The Hospital would therefore 

not have all the facilities to provide for acute medical cases. 

It was essential that this position be fully understood. 

Senator Lyons said that it was unlikely that the Health Board 

would get a Doctor who would do all that Dr. Staunton did in 

that Hospital. Mr. B. Carey pointed out that this was the 

biggest District Hospital in Ireland, in one of the biggest 

towns in the West of Ireland and that it was unfair to expect 

one doctor to completely cover the Hospital. Mr. Keyes, 

Programme Manager, oointed out that the Fitzgerald Report 

invisaged Ballina as a Community Hospital. He was anxious 

to retain a competent Medical Officer there, but also to get 
„„ +koT**» involved in the Hospital. the local General Practitioners there mvoxvaa 
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In reply to Councillor P. Plynn'e questiont Mr. Keyes stated 

that the agreement in principle of the Department was required 

before the General Practitioners and others involved would be 

consulted. Dr. Staunton, however, had agreed to the Health 

Board's proposals. Senator Lyons raised the question of a 

Plying Squad to cover County Mayo, similar to that operating 

in Galway. This natter should be considered when the second 

Obstetrician Gynaecologist was appointed. 

The Committee agreed that this matter should be discussed in 

detail by the Board Officials with the Castlebar Consultants, 

the General Practitioners and District Nurses and others 

involved in order to work out the detailed operation of this 

hospital. 

Purchase of Ambulances. 

Mr. Keyes, Programme Manager, informed the meeting that,as a 

result of the decision of the estimates meeting, the Board was 

arranging to purchase six (6) replacement ambulances. 

County Hospital. Roscommon. 

The position relating to Roscommon Hospital and its relation

ship with Portiuncula Hospital, Ballinasloe, was discussed in 

detail. The meeting was informed by Mr. Keyes that discussions 

were taking place regarding the future of Roscommon and 

Portiuncula Hospitals. A Report would be available in due 

course. 

Mr. D. O'Rourke recommended to the meeting that an Obstetrician 

Gynaecologist be immediately appointed in Roscommon, as most 

Roscommon people were going elsewhere for Maternity and Gynae

cological services and pointed out that the Board was not 

providing an adequate service in Roscommon in this specialty. 

He suggested that the Board should strongly request the 

Department to approve of this post. 

At this stage Mr. Hanrahan referred to the problems with 

regard to obstetrics in Roscommon Hospital. He considered 

that obstetrics could not be covered from a distance and 

stated that despite repeated efforts they had been unable to 

get a post allocated to Roscommon County Hospital. He 

considered that an Obstetrician Gynaecologist should immed

iately be appointed to Roscommon County Hospital. 
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He did not consider that people were receiving a service 

related to their ability to pay in Portiuncula Hospital and 

that people should be catered for by the Health Board in 

their own area. 

On the proposition of Mr, D. O'Rourke, seconded by Mr. P. 

Concannon, the Committee agreed to recommend to the Health 

Board that an Obstetrician Gynaecologist should be immediately 

appointed to Roscommon County Hospital. 

The committee then visited areas of Roscommon County Hospital. 

The committee decided to hold their next meeting in the 

Regional Hospital, Galway, on Tuesday, 1st May, at 3.00 p.m. 

The meeting concluded at 5.30. p.m. 

Signed: _ 
CHAIRMAN. 


