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BORD SLAINTE AN IARTHAIR. 

WESTERN HEALTH BOARD. 

Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Board held at 3.00p.m. on Monday, 4th December, 1972, 
at Regional Hospital, Galway. 

Present: Councillor T. King, Chairman - who presided. 

Other 
Members: 

Mr. E. Carey, Miss D. Casey, Messrs. P. Concannon, 
J. Costello, Mrs. M. Croffy, Messrs. J. Cullen, P. O'Donnell, 
M. J.Dyar, M. J. Egan, P. Flynn, L. Hanniffy, E. Haverty, 
P. D. Joyce, J. D. Kennedy, M.J. McLoughlin, M. D. Lyons, 
J. M. Mannion, M. J. Mylotte, P. D. Power, T. S. 0 Baoill, 
D. O'Rourke, M. Ryan, J.J. Tobin.and J. P. O'Callaghan. 

Apology: Mr. P. C. Bresnihan. 

Tn_ 
attendance: 

Messrs. E. Hannan, Chief Executive Officer; 
D O'Shea, Programme Manager, Special Hospital Care; 
K* Hickey, Personnel Officer; P. O'Meara, Planning & Evaluation 
Officer; Dr. J. R. Shea, R.M.S., St. Brigid's Hospital. Ballinasloe; 
Dr M. J. Gilvarry, R.M.S., St. Mary's Hospital. Castlebar; 
Dr" J. V. Halpenny, R.M.S., St. Patrick's Hospital, Castlerea; 
Messrs. J. O'Reilly and J. Fitzmaurice, Staff Officers and 
J. O'Leary, Secretary. 

Opening 

Prayer: 

The Opening Prayer was recited in I r i sh by Chief Executive 

Officer . 

Minutes: 
Minutes of monthly meeting held on 6th November. 1972. 

copies of which had been ci rculated, were adopted on the 

proposal of Councillor M. Ryan, seconded by Mr. J . Costello and 

then signed by the Chairman. 

A K„ nr M J McLoughlin, seconded by 
Overdraft I t was proposed by Dr. B. J . »CLO 9 

Accommodation D r > J J I Xobin, and resolved: 

Quarter Ending * r«ii i«B of overdraft accoanwdation 
31st March. 1973: ™hat m hereby authorise the ran«f l oi oven, 

in the sum of *1 million pounds (£1.000.000). for the period 

I ending 31st March. 1973. p-raaa-t to Sactio. 33 of the Haalt. 

Hct, 1970." 
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St. Brigid's 
Hospital, Ballinasloe, 
Installation of new 
Boiler and Erection 
of new chimney -
Authorisation of 
Loan - £22,000: 

It was proposed by Mr. T. S. 0 Baoill, seconded by 

Councillor Mrs. M.Croffy, and resolved: 

"That we hereby authorise the raising of a loan in the 

sum of £22,000 to meet the Western Health Board's share 

of the cost of installation of a third boiler and the 

replacement of the chimney stack at the boilerhouse of 

St. Brigid's Hospital, Ballinasloe." 

Comhairle na 
n-Ospideal & 
Regional Hospital 
Boards; 

Report by McKinsey 
& Co., Management 
Consultants: 

Chief Executive Officer stated that since last monthly 

meeting he had received further copies of McKinsey Report 

on Comhairle na n-Ospideal and the Regional Hospital Boards, 

which he had circulated on 28th November, 1972, and that 

there were now some twenty (20) copies available to and 

in circulation amongst the Members. 

The Minister for Health had arranged to meet representatives 

from Comhairle na n-Ospideal and the three Regional Hospital 

Boards on Tuesday, 19th December, 1972, to hear their 

views of these bodies on the Report. 

Following discussion, it was agreed to submit to the 

Minister for Health, for his consideration, the recommendations 

made by Chief Executive Officer in his commentary on the 

Report dated 31st October, 1972, with the addition of the 

words "common terms of service" following the words "common 

selection procedure", in paragraph 3 dealing with 

appointments of Consultants. 

Appointment of 
Visiting Committee 
from Local Committee 
for County Roscommon 
to visit Health Board 
Institutions in County 
Roscommon: 

Recommendation from Meeting of the Local Committee for 

County Roscommon held on 13th November, 1972, that a 

Visiting Committee be appointed from Members of the Local 

Committee for County Roscommon to visit the Health Board's 

Institutions in County Roscommon, was considered. 

Chief Executive Officer stated that he did not recommend 

the delegation of any of the Board's functions to the 

Local Committees which were Statutory Committees established 

under Section 7 of the Health Act, 1970, and not Coanittees 

of the Board, - their functions being purely advisory. 
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He had no objection to the Local Committee for 

County Roscommon holding its meetings in one of the 

Roscommon hospitals, by arrangement with the Programme 

Managers, once a year, when arrangements could be made 

for it to visit the hospitals. This Committee should 

not be vested with any authority by the Board. He 

suggested that the same procedure and facilities should 

apply in Counties Galway and Mayo, if so required by the 

respective Local Committees. 

At monthly meeting of 6th November, 1972, the Board had 

appointed three Standing Committees from amongst their 

Members, part of whose function would be to visit the Board's 

Institutions. There was at least one representative 

for each county on each Committee. 

Following discussion, Chief Executive Officer's views on 

the recommendation were accepted by the Board. 

It was provisionally agreed to hold a special meeting 

of the Board on Friday, 9th March, 1973, to review 

progress for the previous year. 

It was agreed to hold the next monthly meeting 

on Monday, 8th January, 1973. 

Chief Executive Officer reported that: 

(a) General Medical Services - "Choice of Doctor"' Scheme. 

The doctor who had shown an interest fa serving in 

Knocknalower, Co. Mayo, or Ballyleague, Co. Roscommon, 

did not proceed with his application and the vacancies 

had been advertised again. In the meantime, these 

areas were covered by temporary arrangements. 

The Guidelines for Eligibility for General Medical 

Services Cards, which applied from 1st January, 1972, 

were drawn up following consultation with the 

Superintendent Assistance Officers and other Staff 

dealing with the issue of General Medical Services 

Cards, and were more liberal than those which had 

prevailed prior to that date. 
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He intended reviewing the Guidelines in 1973, 

and would consult the Board and the Local Committees 

in the matter. 

Standing Committees: 

None of the Members appointed to the Standing Committees 

for General Institutional Care, Psychiatric and Geriatric 

Institutional Care, and Community Care, had requested 

a transfer to another Committee. 

Mr. Donal O'Shea, Programme Manager, Special Hospital 

Care and Mr. P. O'Meara, Planning and Evaluation Officer, 

would consult the Members of the Psychiatric and Geriatric 

Institutional Care and General Institutional Care 

Committees respectively, after the meeting, with a view 

to arranging the first meetings of the Committees in 

January, 1973. 

The first meeting of the Community Care Committee 

would be arranged after the Programme Manager, Community 

Care, took up duty on 1st January, 1973. 

Future of Roscommon County Hospital. 

Chief Executive Officer stated that the Local Committee 

for County Roscommon at their meeting held on 13th 

November, 1972, appointed a deputation to meet An 

Tanaiste, the Minister for Health, concerning the 

future of Roscommon County Hospital. 

An Tanaiste had agreed to meet the deputation at 

3.30p.m. on Thursday, 14th December, 1972, at the 

Custom House, Dublin. 

At the meeting of the Local Committee on 13th ult., the 

Chief Executive Officer pointed out that he had no 

correspondence with the Department of Health concerning 

the future of this hospital, since the Board assumed 

responsibility for its administration on 1st April, 1971. 

He would submit a report on the future of this hospital 

to the Board within the next few months. 
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(d) Since the Board meeting of 6th November, 1972, he 

had two discussions with the Authorities of Calvary 

Hospital, Galway, on its future role. 

These discussions were continuing and he would 

report to the Board again on the matter at a later 

meeting. 

(e) Out-patient Clinics, District Hospital. Ballina: 

Consultants from County Hospital, Castlebar, would 

conduct out-patients clinics at the District Hospital 

Ballina, commencing in January, 1973. 

(f) Welfare Home, Claremorris: 

The closing date for the receipt of tenders for 

the erection of the Welfare Home, Claremorris, had 

been extended to 5 p.m. on 7th December, 1972. 

(g) Welfare Home, Westport: 

Sanction to the acceptance of a tender for the 

erection of a Welfare Home at Westport, had been 

requested from the Department of Health on 5th October, 

1972. He had received a lengthy written enquiry 

on details of the tender on 1st December, 1972, which 

he had referred to the Board's Architect, for attention. 

(X) Television Campaign against Drug Addiction and 

Alcoholism: 

The following motion, notice of which had been duly 

given, was proposed by Councillor E. Haverty, and 

seconded by Councillor Mrs. U Croffy; 

"That we call on the Minister for Health to institute 

an advertising campaign on Television against Drug 

Addiction and Alcoholism." 

Following a lengthy discussion, in the course of 

which the anomoly of conducting a Television campaign 

against Alcoholism at the same time that the use of 

alcohol was being promoted in advertising and popular 

programmes, was pointed out, as was also the strongly 
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entrenched position of drink and tobacco in the 

economy and social life of the country, -

the following amended motion, proposed by 

Dr. p. D.Power, seconded by Senator M. D. Lyons, 

was put to the meeting, with the consent of the 

proposer and seconder of the original motion and 

carried unaminously: 

"That we call upon the Minister for Health to make 

arrangements to discontinue advertising of drink 

and tobacco on television and for the organisation of 

a comprehensive health education programme to be 

carried out at local level by Health Board Staffs." 

(2) Medical Faculty, University College, Galway. 

The following motion notice of which had been duly 

given, was proposed by Mr. M. J. Egan and seconded 

hy Professor J. D. Kennedy, and discussed at length: 

"That the Western Health Board rejects the view of the 

Higher Education Authority, contained in paragraph 25 

of the Report published in July 1972, on University 

Reorganisation namely the numerous demands on limited 

financial resources would not justify the retention 

of the Medical School at University College, Galway, 

and that this Board calls on the Government, as a 

priority, to make available adequate funds to maintain 

and develop this faculty, and particularly to allow 

for its extension into the field of Community Medicine 

and the establishment and funding of a College of 

Nursing." 

With the consent of the proposer and seconder of 

the original motion, the following amended resolutions 

proposed by Dr. M. J. Dyar and seconded by Dr. P. D. 

Power, were carried unanimously: 

(a) "That the Western Health Board rejects the view 

of the Higher Education Authority contained in 

Paragraph 25 of the Report, published in July, 1972, 

on University Re-organisation, namely the numerous 

demands on limited financial resources would not 

justify the retention of the Medical School at 

University College, Galway, and tha:t this Board 

n 
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calls on the Government, as a priority, to 

make available adequate funds to maintain and 

develop this Faculty." 

(b) "That we call for the extension of the Medical 

School at University College, Galway, into the 

field of Community Medicine and for the 

establishment and funding of a College of 

Nursing." 

Construction of Welfare Homes. 

The following motion, notice of which had been duly 

given was adopted unanimously on the proposal of 

Councillor P. Flynn, seconded by Councillor E. Carey: 

"That conventional methods be used in the building 

of all Welfare Homes." 

Chief Executive Officer having earlier pointed 

out that he was obliged unless for a grave or 

compelling reason to accept the lowest tender, and 

that in any event for works of the size of a Welfare 

Home, acceptance of a tender was subject to the 

approval of the Minister for Health. 

Psychiatric Nursing - Entry Standards: 

The following motion notice of which had been duly 

given was proposed by Councillor D. O'Rourke, seconded 

by Councillor P. Concannon and discussed at length: 

"That we, the undersigned, as representatives of 

Mayo/Roscommon County Council/Vocational Education 

Committee in our respective Counties consider that, 

henceforth, the educational requirements governing 

entry to psychiatric nursing within the area of 

jurisdiction of the Western Health Board, be 

Intermediate/Group Certificate/Leaving Certificate, 

and further, that the lower age limit for entry be 

reviewed to give serious consideration to lowering 

that limit to at least the age of 17." 
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In favour of the motion it was pointed out that the L 

lower age limit for entry to the training school for 

psychiatric nursing at St. Mary's Hospital, Castlebar, 

was seventeen (17), whereas it was eighteen (18) in 

St. Brigid's Hospital, Ballinasloe, and St. Patrick's 

Hospital, Castlerea. In some outlying areas there 

were no schools with Leaving Certificate Courses. 

Academic qualifications are no guarantee that 

candidates were suited for nursing. The raising 

of entry standards might be phased in over a period 

of years. 

Against the motion it was pointed out that free 

secondary education was available for the past five 

(5) years and that a high level of general education 

was necessary to enable student nurses to pass their 

nursing examinations. The nurse of the future would 

require tutorial, administrative, and technical 

competence, as well as a high measure of understanding 

and common sense. 

Chief Executive Officer stated that while the Board 

had no function in the recruitment of Staff he was 

nevertheless in view of the interest in this matter 

prepared to consider the Member's views. 

However, he could not accept that there should be 

a difference between the entry standards for General 

and Psychiatric Nursing. 

Of 136 candidates who qualified for inclusion on the 

last panel for General Nursing Training at the 

Galway Regional Hospitals, 122 held the Leaving 

Certificate. 

In determining the Leaving Certificate as the minimum 

educational standard for Nurse Training, he had 

regard to the views of the Regional Hospitals 

Executive Committee, the Matrons, Tutor Sisters, 

Medical Consultants, An Bord Altranais, and the Board's 

Educational Committee for the Psychiatric Hospitals. 

He had ascertained that in County Galway there were 

eight (8) Vocational Schools, giving Leaving Certificate 

Courses three (3) in County Roscommon and twelve (12) 

in County Mayo. 

Should there not be enough qualified candidates to 

fill the vacancies arising in the future, he would 

be prepared to re-consider the entry standard. 

He would examine the lower age limit with a view to 



having it made uniform throughout the Board's area, 

The motions were withdrawn. 

Chief Executive Officer wished all present a 

Happy Christmas and Prosperous New Year. 

This concluded the business of the Meeting. 

Signed: d/7S-<>7> &si«^' 

S. OTaoghaire. 
Secretary. 

Confirmed and adopted at meeting of Western Health 

Board held on Monday, 8th January, 1973. 

Signed: teisajf [/((LP & fU^ 

Chairman. 2 



BORD SLAINTE AN IARTHAIR 

To: Each Board Member: 

Re: Standards for Full Eligibility - General Medical 
Services 

Dear Member, 

I have reviewed the standards which have operated as guidelines for 
determination of applications for full eligibility, General Medical 
Services, since 1st January, 1972. I set out hereunder the revised 
standards which will operate from 1st January, 1973; 

Wage Earners : 

S ing le Person ( l i v i n g alone) 

" " ( l i v i n g w i t h f am i l y ) 

Mar r ied couple 

A l lowances: 

New Guid? 

£10.50 

£8.50 

£17.00 

sl ines Old Guide l ines 

£8.00 

£7 .00 

£15.00 

For Each Child (non-earning) £1.50 per week £1.00 per week 

Rent/Outgoings Amount in excess Amount in excess 
of £2.00 per week of £2.00 per ; 

week. 

Transport Costs On merits On merits 

Due to the many anomalies which exist in assessing income on the 
basis of land valuation in this Kjjalth Board area, I have decided that 
in future valuation as such will not be the sole determining factor in 
assessing applications from farmers for these services and that the 
individual cases will be considered on the basis of income determined 
on the foregoing standards. 

The above criteria are merely guidelines and have no statutory 
effect, and will be reviewed annually, related to changes in the 
Consumer Price Index. 

Each application is treated on its merits. 

Signed: 
lannan, 

Chief Executive Officer. 



b6RD slAinoe An lARtAm 
WESTERN HEALTH BOARD 

lephone: Galway XXXX 7 6 3 1 . HEADQUARTERS, 
MERLIN PARK REGIONAL HOSPITAL, 

GALWAY. 

18th December, 1972. 

!o:- Each Member of the Board. 

Re: Sale of Workhouse Lands, Oughterard. 

tear Member, 

In accordance with the requirements of Section 83 of the Local Government 
Let, 1946, and Section 89 of the Health Act, 1947, I hereby give you notice that it 
is proposed to dispose of Workhouse Lands, at Oughterard, Co. Galway, which are not 
required for the purposes of the Board's powers and duties, particulars of which are 
;iven hereunder: 

L. Land. 11 acres. 3 roods. 17 perches or thereabouts in the Townland of Cregg, 
Co. Galway. 

2. From whom acquired: G.F. O'Flahertie, & Commissioners for Sale of Incumbered 

Estates. 

>. Person ;to whom it is proposed to be sold: Galway County Council. 

t. Consideration in respect of sale : £4,200 
>. Other considerations and covenants in connection with the sale: 

Purchaser to be responsible for all costs in connection with the conveyance. 

This matter will fce placed on the Agenda for consideration at the next ordinary 
jeeting of the Board which will be held after the expiration of ten days from the 
late of this notice. 

Yours sincerely, 

E. Hannan. tff? 
Chief Executive Officer. 

of Electrical 
Installation 
Authorisation of 
Loan - £13,500: 

/2. 

•That we hereby authorise the raising of a loan of £13,500 

to meet the Western Health Board's share of the cost of 

renewing the electrical installation at St. Mary's Hospital, 

Castlebar." 
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WESTERN HEALTH BOARD 

Telephone: Galway 4021 HEADQUARTERS, 
MERLIN PARK REGIONAL HOSPITAL, 

GALWAY. 

30th January, 1973. 

T o : Each Member o f the Board: 

Dear Member, 

I desire to inform you that the next meeting of the Board will 
be held in the Domestic Staff Home, Regional Hospital, Galway, at 
3.00 p.m. on Monday, 5th February, 1973, to consider Agenda as set out 
hereunder. 

You are hereby requested to attend. 

Yours faithfully, 

0-*O 

E. Hannan, 
Chief Executive Officer. 

1. 

2. 

3 . 

A G E N D A 

Opening Prayer . 

V e r i f i c a t i o n of Minutes of Meeting of 8th January, 1973, (Copy 

herewith) . 

A u t h o r i s a t i o n of Loans: 

( 1 ) B a l l i n a - D i s t r i c t Hosp i ta l and General P r a c t i t i o n e r Premises 

- £12,000. 

(2) Regional Hospital, Galway: X-Ray, Laboratory Equipment -
_ £40,000. 

(3) Merlin Park Regional Hospital: X-Ray Equipment - £23,000. 

Delegation of functions to: 

(1) Mr. P. McDaid, Programme Manager; 

c+ Morv's Hospital, Castlebar. 
(2) Acting Secretary, St. nary nosp 
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•That we hereby authorise the raising of a loan of £13,500 

to meet the Western Health Board's share of the cost of 
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b6no slAmre An lARtAm 
WESTERN HEALTH BOARD 

Telephone: Galway 4021 HEADQUARTERS, 
MERLIN PARK REGIONAL HOSPITAL, 

GALWAY. 

- 2 -

5. Apportionment of Local share of expenditure of the Western Health 
Board between the County Councils of Galway, Mayo and Roscommon. 
(Report of Finance Officer dated 30th January, 1973, herewith.) 

6. District. Hospital, Ballina - future medical staffing. (Report 
herewith; . 

7. Reports from Meetings of: 

(1) Standing Committees; 

(2) Local Committee - County Roscommon. 

8. Chief Executive Officer's Progress Report: 

(1) Choice of Doctor & Choice of Pharmacist Schemes; 

(2) Conversion of former T.B. Unit at Belmullet into Welfare Home 
and Provision of Health Centre; 

(3) Welfare Home, Boyle; 

(4) Galway Regional Hospital -

(a) Opening of Childrens' Diarrhoea Unit; 

(b) Reduction of Medical Beds. 

9. Notices of Motion: 

(1) "Choice of Doctor" Scheme - Grants for provision or improvement 

of Practice Premises: 

"That the Western Health Board urge the Minister for Health 
to increase the grants available for General Practice Premises 
to a more realistic level". - M. J. Dyar-& Sean Tobin. 

(2) "That the Board views with disquiet the refusal of the 
Department of Health to sanction financial help towards the 
Boards priority proposals, in the time promised, for extensions 
to the County Hospital, Castlebar." - P. C Bresnihan. 

********* 
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