BORD SLAINTE AN lARTHAIR

Merlin Park Regional Hospital,
Galway.
22nd May, 1971.

To:

Each Member of the Board.
Re:

Sale of Plot of land at Knockacroghery, Castlebar.

Dear Member,
In accordance with the requirements of Section 83 of the Local
Government Act, 1946, and Section 89 of the Health Act, 1947, I hereby
give you notice that it is proposed to sell the plot of land,
particulars of which are given hereunder, which is not required for
the purposes of the Board's powers and duties:(1) (a) Land:- situated at Knockacroghery, Castlebar.
(b) Area'- 16^ acres aporoximately.
(2) From Whom acquired:Mr. Michael Quinn, Ellison Street, Castlebar.
(3) Authority to whom it is proposed to be sold:Mayo County Council.
(4) Consideration in respect of salei£550 per acre.
(5) Other considerations or covenants in connection with the salei(a) The purchaser to be responsible for all costs in connection
with the transfer of the land.
(b) Public right of way to Lough Lannagh to be provided.
This orooosal will be placed on the Agenda for consideration at the
next Ordinary Meeting of the Board which will be held after the
expiration of ten days from the date of this notice.
Yours sincerely,

E, Hannan
Chief Executive Officer.

BORD SLAINTE AN IARTHAIR.

MINUTES OF MONTHLY MEETING OF BOARD HELD AT 4.00 P.M. ON MONDAY, 1st MAY, 1972,
AT ST. PATRICK'S HOSPITAL, CASTLEREA.

Present:

Councillor T. King, Chairman,

-

who presided.

Other Members:

Mr. J. G. Browne, Miss Mary P. Byrne, Messrs. T. R. Cahill,
E. Carey, P. Concannon, Mrs. M. Croffy, Messrs. J. Cullen,
M. J. Dyar, M. J. Egan, E. Haverty, P D. Joyce,
J. D. Kennedy, M. D. Lyons, J. M. Mannion, P. J. Morley,
M. Mylotte, T. O'Baoill, J. P. O'Donnell, D. O'Rourke,
P. D. Power, J. R. Shea, and H. M. Weir.

Apology:

Apology for inability to attend was received from
Mr. P. C. Bresnihan.

IfS

in
Attendance:

Messrs. E. Hannan, Chief Executive Officer,
T. P. Keyes, Programme Manager, General Hospital Care;
D. O'Shea, Programme Manager, Special Hospital Care;
J. Moran, Finance Officer, Dr. J. V. Halpenny, R.M.S.,
St. Patrick's Hospital, Castlerea, Dr. M. J. Gilvarry, R.M.S.
St. Mary's Hospital, Castlebar, Messrs. P. Stack, Secretary,
St. Brigid's Hospital, Ballinasloe, P. O'Meara, Secretary,
St. Mary's Hospital, Castlebar, Miss A. Bhreathnach,
Messrs. J. O'Reilly, and J. Fitzmaurice, Staff Officers,
and J. O'Leary, Secretary.

Opening Prayer:

The opening prayer was recited in Irish by the Chairman.

Minutes:

Minutes of Monthly Meeting held on 4th April, 1972, copies
of which had been circulated, were adopted en the proposal
of Mr. T. O'Baoill, seconded by Mr. M. J. Egan.

*!*

Budget 1972/73:

Chief Executive Officer reported that arising from the
allocation of additional grants by the Minister for Health,
notification of adjustments in the Draft Budget submitted
by the Board and the limitation of the increase in County
rates to thirty (30) pence in the pound, provisional final
figures had been submitted to the Minister for approval.
They provide, inter alia, for revised gross expenditure of
£11,960,660, an increase of £123,000 approximately on the
gross expenditure originally submitted, due to increased
capitation rates for patients in extern hospitals, and some
other adjustaents.

Formal approval to the revised Budget

was expected in the near future.
The report was noted and approved.
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Delegation to

Chief Executive Officer introduced to the Board,

Programme Managers: Mr. Donal O'Shea, Programme Manager, who had been
assigned to Special Hospital Care, until further notice,
and who had taken up duty on 24th April, 1972, and
Mr. T. P. Keyes, Programme Manager, who had been assigned
to General Hospital Care, until further notice, and who
took up duty on 1st May, 1972.
In accordance with the provisions of sub-section (7) of
Section 16 of the Health Act, 1970, he had delegated
functions to these Officers and now notified the Board
formally of the delegations to these Officers.
Councillor T. King, Chairman, seconded by Senator M. D. Lyons,
Vice-Chairman, congratulated Messrs. O'Shea and Keyes on
their appointments and extended to them a Cead Mfle Failte
which was endorsed by the other members.
The Programme Managers replied in suitable terms.
Adoption Acts

Chief Executive Officer stated that at the previous Board

1952-1964;

Meeting on 4th April, 1972, Councillor Concannon had requested
the submission of a report on the age for adoptive parents and
he had prepared a report as follows, on the legislation and
considerations governing the adoption of children in this
State, which he then submitted to the Meeting:-

"ADOPTIONS
Enabling Legislation
1.

- Adoption Acts 1952 and 1964

The making of arrangements for adoptions is carried
out by Adoption Societies under the control of the
Adoption Board.

This Board which was established in 1952,

consists of a Chairman and six other members appointed
by the Government.
The Chairman shall not be appointed unless he is, or has
been a Judge of the Supreme Court, the High Court or
Circuit Court, or a Justice of the District Court, or is a
Barrister or a Solicitor of at least ten years standing.
The appropriate Department of State is the Department
of Justice.

For some years past, one local Adoption

Society has operated in the Board's area, i.e. for
City and County of Galway.

Miss Aine Walsh, Staff Officer,

is the Secretary of this Society, which membership also
includes the Galway Coanty Medical Officer and Childrens'
Officer.

a -

2.

Power to make Adaption Orders:
The Adoption Board may, on the application of a
person desiring to adopt a child, make an order for the
adoption of the child by that person.

Where the

applicants are a married couple, the order shall be for
the adoption of the child by them jointly.
An adoption order is only made where the child resides
in the State and is at the date of the application,
not less than six months and not more than seven
years of age, and is illegitimate or an orphan.

Persons who may apply for Adoption Order:
(1) An adoption order shall not be made unless:

If

(a)

the applicants are a married couple
who are living together, or

(b)

the applicant is the mother or natural
father or a relative of the child, or

(c)

the applicant is a widow.

(2) Save in the case of a married couple living
together, an order shall not be made for the
adoption of a child by more than one person.

(3) An adoption order shall not be made unless:
(a)

the applicant and, if the applicants are a
married couple, each of them has attained
the age of thirty years, or

(b)

the applicant has attained the age of
twenty-one years and is the mother, natural
father or a relative of the child, or

(c)

the applicants are a married couple and
the wife is the mother of the child and
she or her husband has attained the age
of twenty-one years, or

(d)

the applicants are a married couple and one
of them is the natural father or a relative
of the child and each of them has attained
the age of twenty-one years.

(4) An adoption order shall not be made unless the
applicants reside in the State.

(5) An adoption order shall not be made unless the
applicant or, if the applicants are a married
couplet the husband is an Irish citizen or has
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been ordinarily resident in the State
during the five years preceding the date
of application.
Section 12 deals with conditions as regards
Religion.
4.

Before a child is adopted, there is a full medical
and developmental assessment by a paediatrician or
other suitably experienced doctor.

The Health Authority

complete a report mainly concerned with the suitability
of the adoptive parents and their home.

In some cases,

if the circumstances so warrant, allowances may be paid
to adoptive parents after the adoption order is made.
References are also obtained as to character, from a
local clergyman etc.

5.

As regards the upper age limit, for adoptive parents,
it has been recommended by the Adoption Board that it
should be 40 years in the case of the mother, and 46
for the father

-

these provisions, which are flexible,

are necessary in order that the child may have the care
and support of his/her adoptive parents for as long as
possible and not run the undue risk of being orphaned
again.

In addition, the adoptive parents must be in

good physical and mental health.

In fact, it has

been recommended by the Adoption Board that children be
placed with parents who are within the natural and normal
child bearing age group.

Consideration must, therefore,

be given not alone to conditions existing at the time
of placement but to the whole future of the child until
it reaches adult age.

The generation gap between a child

placed with older parents may become very apparent when
the child reaches its teens and needs guidance and active
parents.help it in its adolescent years.

The upper age

limit was not applied rigidly as the present arrangements
allowed flexibility and special circumstances were
taken into account."

Following a lengthy discussion, in the course of which
conflicting views were expressed on the desirability of having
an upper age limit of 40 years for adoptive mothers, the
Chief Executive Officer advised Councillor Concannon to discuss
the particular cases that concerned him, with either Dr. H. M. Weir
Roscommon County Medical Officer or himself, when any assistance
possible would be rendered.
With regard to the religion of adoptive parents
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Miss A. Bhreathnach, Staff Officer, Secretary, Galway
Adoption Society, stated that the Council of Adoption Societies
wwre preparing a submission to the Minister for Justice to
have the existing law on adoptions amended in many respects
including the provisions relation to religion.

Comhairle na

Chief Executive Officer stated that the proposed draft

n-Ospuideal and

regulations to establish Comhairle na n-Ospuideal and

Regional Hospital

Regional Hospital Boards were

Boards:

three Meetings and, as a result, a number of recommendations

considered by the Board at

were made to the Minister for Health to which a reply had
now been received, letter - Ref. A. 155/30 - of 21st April,
1972, containing the Minister's decisions and views on the
recommendations, copy of which had been circulated to each

•

Board Member on 25th April, 1972.
The contents of the Department's letter were noted.

Progress Report

Chief Executive Officer reported that:-

Chief Executive

(1)

Officer:

Choice of Doctor Scheme:
One hundred and sixty five (165) doctors had been
accepted for participation in the "Choice of Doctor
Scheme" in the Board's area.

Lists of these doctors

had been circulated to holders of General Medical
Service Cards together with a form requesting them to
indicate their choice of doctor.

A copy was also

circulated to Board Members at the Meeting.
He was preparing a submission to the Minister for
Health requesting special arrangements for the
West of Ireland, where it was difficult to recruit
sufficient doctors to work in the remote sparsely
populated areas.

Efforts were being made to recruit

doctors for areas which depended on a District Medical
Officer from an adjoining district.

Steps were also

being taken to set up group practices in Ballina,
Roscommon Town and Renmore, Galway City as pilot areas.
Following a long discussion it was decided to await
the outcome of the response of the medical card holders
which would give a better indication of the areas where
doctors were most needed, when the matter would be
considered further.
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Election of Members of Professions to the Health Board:
Nominations of candidates for election to the Board would
be received up to 1 p.m. on Friday, 12th May, 1972.
The compilation of the Electoral Roll was completed
on 14th April, 1972, the totals included on the rolls
being as follows:-

Registered Medical Practitioners

202

Registered Dentists

14

Registered Nurses (other than
Psychiatric Nurses).

256

Registered Psychiatric Nurses.

275

Registered Pharmaceutical Chemists
or Dispensing Chemists and Druggists.

139
886

The Electoral Roll was open to inspection during
normal office hours.

Sacred Heart Home, Roscommon;
Patients would be transferred to the new Sacred
Heart Home, Roscommon, on 15th May, 1972.

The Home

had a capacity of 200 beds, 196 of which would be
occupied, four (4) being kept for isolation cases.
The additional accommodation now being provided for
children and isolation cases in the County Hospital,
Roscommon, which would be available within a week,
would enable the demolition of the Old Fever Hospital
to proceed.
Accommodation of Welfare Patients in Former T.B. Unit.
Belmullet:
The three (3) stage development scheme providing for an
eventual total of thirty six (36) welfare patients in
the former T.B. Unit at Belmullet had been considered
at a Conference in Belmullet on 24th April, 1972,
attended by Chief Executive Officer, the Board's Architect,
Department of Health Medical Inspector and Architectj,
and officers of the Board.
It was now agreed that a better plan would be to provide
a new building to accommodate Dental Clinic, Group Practice
and C.M.O's staff and accommodation for twenty (20)
welfare patients in the existing building, as Stage One
development.

/7....
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Stage Two would involve the construction of new
accommodation for a further twenty (20) additional
welfare patients, making a total of forty (40).
Provision for the first twenty (20) patients

could

be made with very little structural alterations using
the existing buildings.
The revised proposals were approved on the proposal
of Councillor E. Carey seconded by Senator M. D. Lyons.

Home Help Service:
A Circular letter dated 20th April, 1972, had been
received from Department of Health conveying the Minister's
desire that a limited Home Help Service should be
introduced during the present financial year.
A sum of £16,800, already included in revised Budget of
the Board for 1972/73 would be available on a population h
basis, to finance* the service in the Western Health
Board area out oi a total allocation of £150,000, for
the State.

He would submit a further and more detailed

report on the matter in due course.

Topping Gift

- St. Brendan's Home, Loughrea.;

The Board had approved of the acceptance of an
endowment etc., of £30,000 from Mrs. D. Topping, at
meeting of 6th December, 1971.
Deed of Settlement was being prepared and he asked the
Board's approval to the appointment of the Governor and
Company of the Bank of Ireland, who were the Board's
Treasurers as a Trustee.

Chief Executive Officer's

recommendation was approved on the proposal of Mrs. M.
Croffy, seconded by Senator Mannion.

Payment for Hospital Services in Extern Institutions;
The Department of Health had notified per Circular letter
of 24th April, 1972, Ref. 12/72, increased capitation
rates payable for Health Board patients maintained in
Voluntary Hospitals, effective from 1st April, 1972.
An extra allocation by way of grant had been made in
the Budget as amended by the Minister for Health to cover
the increased cost.

The Board had no option but to

pay these increased charges.
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Assessment of

Councillor E. Carey drew attention to recent Press reports

Mentally Handicapped of an allegation by Mr. M. 0 Caollai, President of Conradh
Children from

na Gaeilge, in his presidential address at the Conradh's

Gaeltacht Areas-

Ardfheis in Castlebar on 22nd April, 1972, that assessment of

Allegation by

children for mental handicap in Gaeltacht areas was carried

President of

out through the medium of English which resulted, in some cases,

Conradh na

in improper commital to Mental Institutions in an English

Gaeilge:

environment and asked that these allegations be refuted.
In the course of long debate conducted both in Irish and
in English, the Chairman stated he had full confidence in
the health services available for Irish Speakers in the
Board's area, and especially in County Galway, which was the
largest Gaeltacht in the country.

He challenged Mr. 0 Caollai

to give the name and address of the patient concerned, the
medical officer who made the wrong assessment, the institution
where the patient was wrongfully detained and the doctor who
decided the patient was irregularly assessed.
Chief Executive Officer, speaking in Irish, stated that he had
investigated the matter following the Press reports.

There

were two Gaeltacht children in the Special Mentally Handicapped
Childrens* Unit at St. Brigid's Hospital, Ballinasloe, one
admitted on 5th January, 1971, and the second on 28th April,
1971.

There were no children from the Gaeltacht in St. Mary's

Hospital, Castlebar or St. Patrick's Hospital, Castlerea.
The Gaeltachtai in the Board's area, situated in Counties
Mayo and Galway, constituted two-thirds of the entire Gaeltachtai
in the State.
The assessment team for Mental Handicap included a Psychologist
who was a native Irish Speaker)and a large proportion of the
Board's Staffs, in all grades, were competent to discharge
their duties through Irish, a great many being native speakers.
He invited Dr. P. D. Power, C.M.O., Galway and Dr. J. R. Shea,
R.M.S., St. Brigid's Hospital, Ballinasloe, members of the Board,
to comment, in their professional capacities, as members of
the Board's staff.
Dr. Power stated that if Mr. 0 Caollai was concerned with the
welfare of any child he should have sought a proper investigation
with the parents' consent.

No qualified Psychologist would

accept an assessment of I.Q. of a native Irish speaking child
on an English based test.

All children in the Gaeltacht

area in Galway were assessed by a native Irish speaking
Psychologist.
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He had correspondence in Irish with the Secretary,
Conradh na Gaeilge on this subject.

He wrote on

14th April, 1972, setting out the position on assessment,
pointing out that the complexities of institutional care and
education could not adequately be explained in a letter and
stating that he would be glad to meet representatives of
An Conradh to discuss the matter.

He received no reply.

If Conradh na Gaeilge were seriously interested in the
problems of Mental Handicap their members should join one
of the Voluntary Organisations trying to solve them.
Dr. O'Shea said many of the Staff and patients in
St. Brigid's Hospital, were from the Gaeltacht.
Patients in the Childrens' Unit were not kept beyond twelve
years of age and the County Medical Officer arranged for the
placement of any children well enough to leave.
Illness of

Senator M. D. Lyons, Vice-Chairman, in thanking the Board for

Councillor

good wishes extended to him during his recent illness proposed

B. Forde.

that good wishes for a speedy recovery be sent to Councillor

Good Wishes:

B. Forde who was now ill in hospital.
Mr. T. King, Chairman, seconded and the Chief Executive Officer
on behalf of the Staff and his own behalf associated himself
with the motion, which was carried unanimously.

Visit to

Councillor T. King, Chairman, conveyed a special work of

St. Patrick's

thanks to Dr. J. V. Halpenny, R.M.S., Dr. S. Geraghty,

Hospital.

Senior Psychiatrist, Miss M. A. Delaney, Acting Matron,

Castlerea:

Mr. P. Beirne, Head Male Nurse and all the other members of
the Hospital Staff who had conducted the members on a tour
of the Hospital prior to the Meeting and also conveyed good
wishes to the Assistant Secretary, Mr. Michael O'Flynn,
who was presently a patient in Galway Regional Hospital.
The Chief Executive Officer joined with the Chairman's remarks
and expressed his appreciation of the outstanding work being
done in the Hospital for all the patients, intern and extern,
and also associated himself with the good wishes to Mr. O'Piynn
This concluded the business of the Meeting.

Signed:

^fcO -fa,

i^rZiZ^

r&~—

S. O'Laoghaire.
Secretary.

Confirmed and adopted at Meeting of the Western Health Board
held on June 6th, 1972.

Signed:: ^Od^Oj
~t&Hctf IfajL^'
U<ie^^
Chairman.
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BORD SLAINTE AN IARTHAIR

Merlin Park Regional Hospital,
Galway.

6th June, 1972.

To:

Each Member of the Board.

Re:

Establishment of (i)
Cii)

Comhairle na n-Ospideal
Regional Hospital Boards

Item 7 - Agenda - Board Meeting 6th June, 1972.

Dear Member,
Since our last Board Meeting held on 1st May, 1972, the following
developments have taken place herein:
CD

A member of the Staff of Messrs. McKinsey & Co.,
Management Consultants, who have been asked by the Minister
for Health to advise him and the Regional Hospital Boards,
when appointed, on the detailed responsibilities of the
new bodies and their relationship to existing bodies, including
voluntary hospitals, the functions to be delegated to their
officers and their staffing arrangements, visited this area
on 25th May, 1972, when he met the Chairman, Vice-Chairman,
members of Galway Regional and Merlin Park Regional Hospital
Executive Committee and the Management Team.
Report of
that Meeting herewith for your information.

(2) The Minister for Health has circulated copy of the draft
of the Health (Hospital Bodies) Regulations 1972, with
Explanatory Memorandum, which the Minister has laid before
the Dail and the Seanad for approval.
(A copy of each of
these documents has been furnished to you on 30th ult. with
Agenda for today's Board Meeting).
It would appear, in the light of the very thorough and detailed
consideration given by the Board to the establishment of these bodies
that it has placed its points of view, to the greatest advantage possible,
before the Minister and Messrs. McKinsey & Co.
It is intended that
the latter firm, will at a later stage, probably before end of this
month, when their work is further advanced, meet representatives of
this Board and its staffs again to explain the conclusions forming in
their minds.

Yours sincerely,

~u(HJ"

<%.*&**>£-

E. Hannan,
Chief Executive Officer.

