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Introduction 

Packaging is an important part of transfer medicine.(1) Appropriate packaging in a 

“layered” manner is widely accepted as a safer way to move patients who may have 

various cables or tubes attached.(2) 

 In our practise we use modified ventilator airway tubing, approximately 0.5 

metres in length with a slit down the longitudinal axis to contain these cables and/or 

tubes (Figure 1).  

 This tubing has become colloquially known as “Elephant tubing”. This tubing is 

typically used to contain ECG wires and medication giving sets.  

 The oxygen saturation probe wires and one intravenous access is typically left out 

during the transfer process in order to be able to access same (Figure 2). 
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Figure 1. Close up view of “elephant tubing” 

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/4.0/
http://www.irishparamedic.com


 2 

 

Irish Journal of Paramedicine 3(1) Jun 2018 

Alrashed and Fogarty. The Elephant in the Room (Clinical image) 

 

Acknowledgments 

The authors would like to thank Ms. Anna Marie Murphy, National Adult Retrieval 

Coordinator, Mobile Intensive Care Ambulance Service, National Transport Medicine 

Program, and Dr. Jason van der Velde, Emergency and Prehospital clinician, Clinical 

Lead MEDICO, for their work as authors of MICAS/NTMP Standard Operating 

Procedure 'Packaging the  critically ill Patient' and education programme for 'Inter 

hospital retrieval / transfer'. 

 

 

References 

1. Driscoll P, Macartney I, Mackway-Jones K, Metcalfe E, Oakley P (Eds.). Chapter 

2—STaR principles, in Safe Transfer and Retrieval - The Practical Approach, 2nd 

Edition. Advanced Life Support Group. 2002. 

2. Ashton-Cleary D, Mackey K. Intensive Care Tutorial 319: Inter-hospital transfers. 

2015. Available from https://www.aagbi.org/sites/default/files/319%20Inter-

hospital%20transfers.pdf. Accessed on 18th March 2018. 

Figure 2. Demonstrated placement of “elephant tubing” during transfer. 
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