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In the prosperou s an d vibrant Ireland of 

today it is easy to beli eve that equality 

for all is a given. Yet, in rea lity, one 

· in six families in Ireland st ill remain 

di sa dva ntaged - legally, financially 

and soc ially. When I beca m e Presiden t 

of Cherish [now On e Family] in 1972, 

one-parent fam ili es we re voice less , 

relegated to a role of silent and much 

maligned underclass , overlooked by 

policy-m akers Thing s we re about to 

change. With a unique ethos of se lf

help and se lf-empowerm ent, On e 

Fam ily has always understood tha t the 

key to system ic and long-term cha nge 

is to empower people to cha nge th e 

world around th em for themselves. 

I am impressed with th e sustained 

com mitmen t to these principles ove r 

thirty four yea rs, and th e knowled ge an d 

experi ence which has been built up. 

This booklet marks an im portant 

ste p toward s acknowledging that the 

structura l inequa li ty and disadvan tag e 

faced by one-parent familie s is not 

merely a problem of ci:cumstance, but a 

denial of basic human rights 

Human ri ghts are ofte n spoke n about 

in global terms , some thing that people 

in other count r ies are denied Yet, one 

of the centra l co ncepts of human r ights 

is that they are universa l - appli cable 

to all Ire land must grapp le w ith its 

respons ibility to ensu-re th at all Iri sh 

citizens are equal under the law and 

have an equal righ t to access to a fair 

standard of living and opportuni t ies 

for deve lopment and growth. As I w rite 

this, one-parent families in Ireland are 

three times more likely to live in poverty 

than other families and the definition of 

th e family in law still remain s tha t of a 

two-parent , married family. In Ireland, 

as in many parts of th e world, a lack of 

basic human rights is often exper ienced 

by th ose who are already the most 

margin ali sed in society, wome n and 

children, and those livin g in poverty. It 

is only when we as individuals and as a 

nati on take responsibili ty for ensuring 

that all in our socie ty experi ence basic 

human ri ghts that we w il l t ruly be an 

examp le to the world. 

By provid ing accessible information 

on how intern ationa l human righ ts 

conve ntions ca n best be used to 

advance the rig hts of one -pa rent 

families, parti cularly in re lat ion to 

pove rty and social exclusion , this 

booklet adva nces th e work of One 

Fam ily in providing one -parent families 

and those work ing w ith them with a 

powe rful voice to call for change. 

Mary Robinson 
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Aim of the booklet 

This booklet is an introduction to key 

international human rights conventions 

that have been ratified by the Irish 

Government. It aims to provide easy 

to understand information on how 

such conve ntions can be st be use d 

to advance the rights of one-parent 

fam ilies, particularly in relation to 

pove rty and soc ial exclusion . 

Although indivi duals in one-parent 

famili es will find this bo ok let usefu l. it is 

specifically aimed at one-parent family 

grou ps and professionals wo rking wit h 

one-parent families. 

What are international 
human rights? 

In te rn at ional human ri ghts are a body 

of lega l rights conta ined in interna tiona l 

treat ies . These treaties are agreed by 

inte rnat ional orga ni sa ti ons such as 

the United Nations and the Council of 

Europe, and are signed and ratified by 

states. International human ri ghts are: 

• universal - they apply eve rywhere 

and to eve ry human being; 

• indivisible - political and civil rights 

cannot be separated from social and 

cultural rights; and 

• inalienable - they cannot be 

surrendered or give n away, and 

th ey cannot be denied to any human 

being . 

Intern ational human rights conventions 

guarantee a number of such rights, 

including the right to equality and 

protection from discrimination. 

What are the key United 
Nations human rights 
treaties? 

Th e primary human rights trea ty is th e 

Universa l Declaration of Human Rights, 

adopted by the United Nations [UN] in 

1948. Since then, the UN has adopted 

a large number of treaties in the area 

of human right s. The UN human rights 

treaties that have been rat ifi ed by the 

Irish government include : 

• Convention on the Elimination of 

All Forms of Di sc rimination Against 

Women [CEDAW); 

• Convention on the Rights of the Child 

[CR C]; 

• Internation al Covenant on Eco nom ic, 

Socia l and Cultural Rig hts [I CESC R]; 

and 

• Convent ion on the Elimination of 

Racial Discrimination [CERD]. 

Other in te rn ational treaties include the 

UN Conve ntion Against Torture [CAT] 

and the Covenan t on Civ il and Political 

Rig hts [I CCPRl. Further detai ls on these 
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can be found on the websites li sted 

under 'Further Information· on page 30. 

International conventions do not 

become part of Iri sh law unless 

th e governm ent brings in specific 

legislation to give them effect in the 

Iri sh courts . This is called incorporation . 

~o far, none of th ese UN conventions 

have been incorporated into Irish law. 

Therefore, while lawyers can refer to 

rights under th e conventions in legal 

argument, they are not legally binding 

in court. They can, however, be very 

effe ctively used as a lobbying tool for 

policy chang e in an Iri sh contex t. Th e 

Gove rnm ent has commit ted itself to 

protec ting and promoting the rights 

expressed in these co nven tions ove r 

t ime. Also , in relation to many of these 

treati es , Ireland is obli ged to submit 

reports to UN expert committees on its 

complian ce at interva ls of two to fi ve 

yea rs (see below]. 

What are European 
conventions? 

Th e Europea n Conve nti on on Human 

Righ ts (ECHR] was adopted by the 

Council of Europe in 1950 and is the 

main human righ ts t re.=/ty fo r Euro pe. 

Th e Council of Europe is an organisati on 

of 46 European Sta tes and predates 

the EEC or EU. Th e ECHR is the only 

co nvention that is direct ly enforcea ble 

in th e Iri sh co urts. Th e Europea n 

Convention on Human Rig hts Ac t was 

enacted in 2003 to give effect to the 

ECHR, although at a level below the 

Con stitution . Cases taken under the 

European Conventi on on Human Rights 

are heard in th e European Court of 

Human Rights in Stras bourg. 

How are conventions 
enforced? 

All of th e United Nations Human 

Rights Conventi ons have committees 

th at monitor progress on thei r 

implementati on called Treaty 

Moni to ring Bodies , or more co mmonly 

kn own as Oversight Committees. Wh en 

governments ratify a convention th ey 

agree to report to th e va rious Oversight 

Committees on th e steps that they 

have taken to implement co nvention 

rights at home. Thi s is cal led the State 

Reporting System. Non-gove rnm ental 

organi sations (NGOs] and oth er 

bodies such as nati onal human r ights 

commi ss ions and oth er internati onal 

bodies can also subm it in fo rm ati on fo r 

review by such a committee w hen it is 

assessin g a governm ent's compliance. 

Th e Ove rsight Com mittees th en 

issue Concluding Comments to th e 

gove rnm ent of th e state co nce rn ed on 

th eir pro gress , which t h.e governm ent 

ag rees to address . 

Ofte n, in formati on from NG Os takes 

th e form of Shadow Reports tha t 

provide a co unter- ba lance to th e state 

report. NGOs ca n submit individual 

shadow repo rt s or can prod uce 

joint re port s thro ugh networks and 
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al liances . For example, in relation to 

the most recent national report under 

CEDAW, the Women·s Human Right~ 
Alliance coordinated and presen ted 

the Ir ish shadow report. In the case 

of the UNCRC, the Ch ildren"s Ri ghts 

All iance coo rdina te d th e shadow report. 

Th e Irish Human Righ ts Commission 

also presents report s to the various 

com mittees as do other organisations, 

fo r exam ple, the Ombud sman for 

Children in th e case of the UNCRC. 

Th e releva nt UN Commi ttees also 

produce a number of what are called 

General Recommendations on 

issues that they consider need to be 

elabora ted on in more detail than is 

possible in the convention itse lf. For 

instance , the CEDAW Co mmittee has 

prod uced general reco mmendatio ns 

on violence aga inst wo m en, sta tis ti ca l 

data conce rnin g the situatio n of wom en, 

• HUMAN RIGHTS AND ONE-PARENT FAMILIES 
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equal remun erat ion for work of equal 

va lue, and equa lity in marriag es and 

family relation ships. ICESCR has 

produced General Comments on the 

equal right of all men and wome n to the 

enjoyment of all economic, soc ial and 

cultural rights, the right to adeq uate 

housing, and the economic, soc ial and 

cultural rights of older wo m en. 

CEDAW, CER D and ICESRC also have 

a proced ure whe re by individuals and 

groups ca n submit claims of violat ions 

of rights pro tected by th e conventions to 

th e committee. The committee ca n also 

initia te an enquiry procedure in cases of 

grave or syste mati c violations of rights 

under these co nven ti ons. 
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PART 1 

What is a human rights
based approach? 

A human-rights based approach is 

an approach to lobbying and pol icy 

deve lopment wo rk that draws on 

agreed inte rn ational human r ights. This 

approach works from the pos itio n that 

these sta ndards place an ob li ga ti on 

an d duty on gove rnm ents to ensure 

that the ir plans, po lic ies and processes 

upho ld and promote these r ights. 

Such an approach places the focus 

on rights rather than on need. The 

relat ionship between th e government 

and those seeking r ights is no longer 

based on depend ing on the good wil l of 

the government to meet peoples· needs. 

Rather, the government ag rees that it 

has a responsibil ity to ensu re that all can 

rea lise their r ights and that no person can 

be discrim inated aga inst or exper ience 

inequa li ty based on their gender or 

membershi p of a minority group etc. 

Th e govern ment thus recogn ises that 

all human beings have econom ic, soc ial 

cultura l and po li t ica l rights wh ich it is 

their duty to protect and promo te. 

What is a rights-based approach to development? 

A rights-based approach to development is a framework for human development 

based on international human rights standards that focuses on promoting and 

protecting human rights. Essentially, a rights-based approach integrates the 

standards and principles of the international human rights systein into the plans, 

policies and processes of development. The principles include equality and equity, 

accountability, empowerment and participation . A rights-based approach to 

development includes the following elements: 

• a clear link to ri ghts; 

• accountability; 

• empowerment; 

• participation; and 

• non-discrimination and attention to vulnerable groups. 

Source: Derived from UN Office of the High Commissione r for Human Ri ghts 
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Two of the UN co nve ntions specifically 

focus on th e rights of children and 

the r ights of w omen, and are geared 

towa rds eliminating di scr imination and 

inequali ty experien ced by these groups. 

Why are human rights 
important in anti-poverty 
lobbying work? 

The United Nations Committee 

on Econo m ic , Soc ial and Cultural 

Ri ghts def ines poverty as ·a human 

condition cha racterised by susta in ed 

or chron ic depriva tion of the resources, 

ca pabiliti es, choices , secur ity and power 

necessary fo r the enjoyment of an 

adeq uate standard of living and other 

civil, cultural, economic, polit ica l and 

soc ial righ ts.· Thi s trea ty, which Ire land 

rat ified in 1989 , co ntai ns a num ber 

of obligations on the State to address 

poverty an d re lated rights issues. 

By view ing pove rty as a human 

rights issue, those invo lved in ant i

pove rty work can focus th eir lobbying 

on reminding the governm ent of 
its responsibility to ensure that 

no human being is dep rived of the 

resources required to enjoy an 

adequate standard of living and 

related rights. The gove rnm ent must 

also ensure that particular groups 

cannot be discriminated against in the 

achievement of their rights. 

Th e links betwee n human rights and 

poverty can be demonstrated as follows , 

in relation to wo men and pove rty: 

• Pove rty is a denial of human rights. 

• A human rights concept of pove rty 

asserts respect for the digni ty of all 

human beings. 

• It positions wo men in poverty as 

citi ze ns ca pable of directing their 

own lives w ith politi ca l, civil, soc ial 

and cu ltural rights, including the 

right to a voice w ith influence. 

• Rights are not only about claims but 

are also about rela tionships. 

Source: Combat Poverty Age ncy, 2006 

Sometimes laws, policies and processes 

affect one group more than others 

or affect them in a differen t way. The 

discriminatory effect of these poli cies can 

be highlighted in orde r to show that this 

is in breach of that group's or individual's 

co nve ntion righ ts. Th e denial of economic 

and soc ial rights also impacts on civi l 

righ ts such as political partic ipat ion, the 

enjoyment of the right to educa tion and 
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access to the legal system. For example, 

the lack of affordab le childcare faciliti es 

affects one-parent famili es more than 

others because it impacts more heavily 

on their abi l ity to choose to enter the 

labour market or to stay at home. 

This policy ca n therefo re be said to be 

discriminatory in this way. 

SUPPORTING ONE-PARENT FAMILY ISSUES 

What is the Relevance of 
Human Rights to Lobbying 
on Behalf of One-Parent 
Families? 

One-parent famili es face inequalities, 

particularly in relation to pove rty and 

soc ial exclusion, relative to oth er groups 

in society. In ternational human rights 

conventions ca n assist one-parent 

fami ly groups to strengthen their wo rk 

in claim ing th e economic, social and 

cultural rights of stY h families and of 

individual members w ithin them. 

One Fam ily has id en tifi ed a se t of issues 

that impinge on the rights of one-parent 

fam ilie s. These are: 

• high child pove rty levels in one

parent famili es that prevent certa in 

children and groups of children from 

achi eving th eir full potent ial; 

• inequa lit ies in relation to one-parent 

family poverty; 

• inequalities in relat ion to access ing 

econom ic well-be in g by lone parents , 

particularly those who are ca rers ; 

One-Parent Families and 
Poverty 
• One in eight people in Ireland Live in 

a one-parent family (CSO, 20021. 

• There are roughly 153, 900 one-parent 

families in Ireland (CSO, 2002). 

• Approximately 85 per cent of one

parent families are headed by a 

woman, and 15 per cent by a man 

(CSO, 2002). 

• Between 1996 and 2002, the number 

of households containing a solo 

parent with children increased by 

nearly 25 per cent (CSO, 2002). 

• One-parent families are at greater 

risk of poverty than other families 

(CSO, 2002). You are three times more 

Likely to Live in poverty if you Live in a 

one-parent family (EU-SI LC, 2005). 

• inequaliti es in re lation to child ren 

in one-parent fam il ies accessing 

the resources needed for their 

deve lopment and ed ucatio n ; and 

• di scrimi nat ion in relation to access 

to services such as education and 

training, childca re and housing 

The next sect ion spe l ls out some of the 

key human rights standards contained 

in the three UN conventio ns of most 

direct relevance to one -parent families -

CEDAW, CRC and ICESCR , as well as the 

ECHR. CERD is also then briefly covered. 

HUMAN RIGHTS AND ONE-PARENT FAMILIES 
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PART 2 

'Women in Ireland are at a 

higher risk than men of living 
in poverty. Twenty-one per 
cent of women are in danger of 

suffering from poverty. Specific 

groups at a particularly high risk 

include older women, women 
engaged in home duties, female 

lone-parents, disabled women, 
Traveller women and rural 
women. Female poverty is largely 
a result of women's dependent 
economic status and women's 

unequal access to economic 
resources. ·1 

Irish Human Rights Commission, 
submission to CEDAW . 

The Position of Women in 
Irish Society 

• One-parent families are mainly 

headed by women - 85 per cent 

(CSO, 2002). 

• One-parent families currently make 

up 75 per cent of those on local 

authority housing lists (Combat 

Poverty A~ency, 2005). 
' 

• Women earn 17.5 per cent less than 

men (CSO, 2004). 

• The risk of women in Ireland falling 

below the 60 per cent poverty line 

was 21 per cent in 2004, compared 

with 18 per cent for men (CSO, 

2005). 

• 1 in 7 women have experienced 

severe abusive behaviour from a 

partner at some time in their lives 

[ESRl/National Crime Council, 20051. 

What is CEDAW? 

CEDAW contains rights on a number 

of issues affecting women such as 

protec tion aga inst discrimination 

in education , employment, hea lth, 

family relations, benefits and political 

parti cipation. It defines an eq uali ty agenda 

for wo men and sets out a framework 

for action to end di sc rimination aga inst 

wo men. Some of th e ma in provisions of 

the Convention are as follows: 

• Di scriminati on is defi ned and 

governm ents are requ ired to 

• HUMAN RIGHTS AND ONE-PARENT FAMILIES 
One Family 



II 

co ndemn discrimination and to 

implement laws to protect wo men 

against it [Articles 1 &2l. 

• Special tem porary measures to 

speed up equality for women must be 

implemented (Article 31. 

• State action is required to guarantee 

women's ri ghts (Article 41. 

• Equality in ed ucat ion [Art icle 1 Ol. 

employment [Article 11 l. health 

[Article 12), economy - such as fa m ily 

benefit and bank loans [Article 13), 
r ura l l ife [Article 14), law [Arti cle 15), 

fa mily relat ions and marriage r ights 

[Article 161 is required. 

Th e Irish Government has comm itted 

itse lf to eliminat ing consi stent poverty 

for women. Through its National 

Action Plan against Pove rty and 

Social Exclusion [NAPS, 20021 it seeks 

to '. .. improve access for women to 

appropriate hea lthcare, education 

and employment, thus reducing the 

r isk of poverty for such ·women and 

their families'. The CEDAW art icles 

can be used to strengthen the case to 

the gove rnm en t to imp leme nt these 

commitments to women. 

HUMAN RIGHTS AND ONE-PARENT FAMILIES 
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What is its status in 
Ireland? \\ 

Ireland has ratified CEDAW, which 

means the govern ment has committed 

itself to underta ke a series of measures 

to end discrimination against wome n in 

all its forms. Howeve r, CEDAW has not 

been incorporated into Irish domestic 

law as no legislation has been brought 

in to give it effec t in the Irish co urts. 

What relevant 
recommendations have 
been made by the United 

Nations? 

The UN Oversight Committee has 

recommended the following : 

• CEDAW should be made part of !:i sh 

law so th at it can be used in the Iri sh 

co urts. 

• Ste reotypi ca l attitudes towa rd s 

wo men should be elim ina ted and 

equality betwee n men and wo men 

should be taken into accou nt in any 

amendment to the Constitution.2 

• A Nat iona l Women's Strategy 

should be implemented to ensure 

an integ rated and comp rehensive 

approach to wome n's eq uality and to 

securing wo men's human right s. 

2 The Irish Constitution sets out the 
principles and rules by which Ireland 
is governed and no law can be enacted 
that conflicts with it. 

• Effec tive measures should be 

implemented to protect those 

vulnerable to poverty and social 

exclu sion . 

• Affordable ch ildcare and other 

m easures should be provided to 

allow wo men to access employment 

and training. 

• Di sc rimination in pay betwee n men 

and womer,,should be eradicated 

and equal opportunities in the labour 

market created. 

• A national debate on women's 

reprodu ct ive health should be held 

and full access to fam ily planning 

serv ices for adult and teenage 

women and men should be ensured . 

• Violence against wo men and the 

traffi cki ng of wo men should be 

addressed by putting in place 

strategies backed up by law, 

resources and training for service 

providers. 

What other areas are of 
concern in Ireland? 

Add itiona l areas of concern in relation 

to CEDAW in Ireland are: 

• the persistence of trad iti ona l 

stereotypical views of the social 

roles and responsibilities of women , 

ref lected in Article 41.2 of the 

Constitution where women are 

described as homemakers; 

Ill HUMAN RIGHTS AND ONE-PARENT FAMILIES 
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• lack of access and supports for 

wo men's educational choices and 

lack of full participation for women 

in employment. and in political and 

public life; 

• th e prevalence of violence against 

women and girls in Ireland. low 

prosecution and conviction rates of 
1 

perpetrators. high withdrawal rates 

of complaints; and 

0 inadequate funding for organisations 

that provide support services to 

victims. and the failure to address 

the trafficking of wo men and children 

into the State . 

SUPPORTING ONE-PARENT FAMILY ISSUES 

How can CEDAW be used 
to support one-parent 
family issues? 

The follow ing are some examples of 

how CEDAW articles c::in be used in 

lobbying work by one-parent family 

groups. 

Currently. th e family based on marriage 

is the only family form recognised and 

pro tecte d under Iri sh law. Therefore, 

many family forms are not considered 

equal in the eyes of the law. Fam ily 

diversity describ es the range of family 

types and th e va rious sit uati ons in 

whi ch families li ve in modern society: 

'A family diversity approach would 
fully recognise the inequality of 
the position of many one-parent 
families and would provide a 
framework for service, policy and 
Legal provision which would seek 
to address that inequality in a way 
which respects the validity of the 
one-parent family and seeks to 
support it. '3 

Articles 5 and 16 can be use d to 

strengthen the case for law reform to 

ensure the recognitio n of t he dive rs ity of 

family forms that ex ist in Ireland to day. 

3 One Family, Policy Position Paper 
Number 2: Recognising the Realities of 
the Diversity of Family Life in Ireland. 

HUMAN RIGHTS AND ONE-PARENT FAMILIES 
One Family Ill 



The UN Oversight Committee has 

recognised that Irish women are 

still seriously dis2dvantaged in the 

labour market. The lack of affordable 

childcare and other measures such as 

family friendly work policies seriously 

impedes one-parent families· access to 

employment opportunities. Access to 

affordable childcare in the community 

and other measures are needed to 

address this. The level of the One Parent 

Family Payment plus the presence of 

serious poverty traps has created a 

situation whereby work for many does 

not pay, particularly if the parent has to 

pay for childcare: 

'Despite increases in amounts 
and levels of child benefit and 

social welfare payments, the 
costs of living for one-parent 

families are exceeding the 

incomes provided and in many 

cases one-parent families are 
trapped in income poverty. Action 
is needed to remove continuing 
poverty traps experienced by solo 
parents in making the transition 
from social welfare dependency 
to the labour market. ·4 

4 One Family, Pre-Budget Submission, 
2005. 

Articles 11and13 further strengthen 

the case for such measures to be put in 

place. 
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PART 3 

What is the .CRC? 

The CRC provides an internationally 

agreed framework of minimum 

standards necessary for the well

being of the child. 5 The key principle 

underpinning the CRC is that the best 

interests of the child should always be 

taken into account [Article 3]. Some of 

the main articles are as follows: 

• Protection from discrimination 

[Article 2]. 

• Right to the highest attainable 

standard of health and access to 

health and medical services [Article 

24]. 

• Right to benefit from social security 

and to an adequate standard of living 

[Articles 26 & 27]. 

• Right to primary edJcation 

compulsory and free to all, and 

access to secondary education 

[Articles 28 & 29]. 

5 Children are defined as all persons 
under the age of 18 years (Article 1 I. 

What is its status in 
Ireland? 

The Government has ratified the 

Convention and is therefore obliged 

to take all necessary steps to ensure 

that the minimum standards set by the 

CRC in areas such as social services, 

legal, health and education are met. 

This may involve changing existing laws 

and policies or creating new ones. The 

Convention has not been made part of 

Irish law and, therefore, is not legally 

binding in the Irish courts . 

The proposed new Social Partnership 

agreement refers specifically to 

Ireland's commitment to implement the 

CRC within Irish laws and policies. The 

document states that: 

'Ireland has ratified the UN Convention on 

the Rights of the Child and is committed 

to its implementation in our laws and 

policies. To achieve this vision, the 

Government and social partners will work 

together over the next ten years towa rds 

the following long-term goals for children 

in Ireland: 

• Every child should grow up in a family 

with access to sufficient resources, 

supports and services, to nurture 

and care fo r the child, and foster the 

child's development and full and equal 

participation in socie ty. 

• Every fa mily should be able to 

access childcare services which are 

appropriate to the circumstances and 

needs of their children . 

HUMAN RIGHTS AND ONE-PARENT FAMILIES Ill 
One Family 



• Every child should leave primary 
school literate and numerate. 

• Every student should complete a 
senior cycle or equivalent programme 
{including JCT}, appropriate to their 
capacity and interests. 

• Every child should have access to 
world-class health, personal social 
services and suitable accommodation. 

• Every child should have access to 
quality play, sport, recreation and 
cultural ac tivities to enrich their 
experience of childhood. 

• Every child and young person will have 
access to appropriate participation in 
local and national decision-making'.6 

Where is Ireland in breach 
of the Convention? 

The follow ing are s'.l me of th e areas 

where Ireland is in breach of th e 

Conve ntion: 

• It has failed to bring in a law to make 

the CRC usable in th e Iri sh co urts. 

6 Towards 2016, Draft Social Partnership 
Agreement, 2006. 
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• Th e number of children and yo ung 

people st ill living in poverty after a 

period of unprecedented economic 

prosperity shows the level of 

persistent inequality in Ireland and 

is in breach of a number of th e 

Conve ntion 's articles. 

o Th e lack of access of children living 

in poverty to a range of se rvices 

is a reality and is in breach of the 

Gove rnment's obligations under the 

Conve ntions. 

Ireland's second progress report to 

th e UN Committee was examined in 

September 2006. The Iri sh Government 

appeared at a plenary hearing in front of 

the UN Committee in September 2006 

to account for its progress since 1998. 

From this, the Committee wi ll make 

recommendations to the Government. 

What other areas are of 
concern in Ireland? 

Th e Children's Rights Alliance has 

made a number of recommendations in 

relation to the Second Shadow Report 

to the United Nation s Comm ittee on th e 

Rights of the Child Th ese includ e the 

fo llow ing 

• Hold a referendum wit hout delay 

to amend the Const ituti on to give 

express recognition to children's 

rights. 

• After Const ituti onal change is 

secured, br ing in a comp rehensive 

Ch ild re n's Right s Act to en umerate 

the rights set out in the UN 

Convention on the Rights of th e 

Child. 

o Reform the family law system in th e 

best in te rests of the child, moving 

the system from an adversarial to an 

inquisitorial model. 

• Address increas ing inequalities and 

ensure that children are enabled to 

grow up free from poverty. 

• Introduce a new social welfare 

payment for children in low- in co m e 

families, both in and out of wo rk. 

• Build quali ty social and affordable 

housing for famili es w ith children 

and ensure that emergency 

accommodation for families w ith 

children is appropriate to their needs. 

• En sure soc ial se rvices are adequate 

to meet sta tutory obligations to 

children, and establish a 7-day, 24-

hour social wo rk service for children 

at risk . 

• Provide full medical ca rds [free 

hea lthcare ) for all children living in 

low- income fam il ies . 

• Deve lop a range of appropriate 

preventio n, ea rly interve ntion and 

treatme nt supports and services 

fo r children and you·ng people wit h 

men tal hea lth diffi cu lti es. 

• Deve lop an in teg rated , universal , 

high-qual ity early ch ildhood ca re and 

education syste m. 

• Adequately fund primary and 

second - leve l educat ion to ensu re the 
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education rights of all children, giving 

pr iori ty to address ing edu ca tional 
disadva ntage, red ucing class size , 
modernising schoo l buildings, and 
providing too ls fo r enri chment 
such as sports equipment , musical 

instrum ents and computers. 

• Support the establi shm ent of 
mult i-denomina t ional and non

denominati onal schoo ls. 7 

SUPPORTING ONE-PARENT FAMILY ISSUES 

How can the CRC be used 
to support one-parent 
family issues? 

Ch ild poverty is a denial of the bas ic 

r igh t of a child to an adequate sta ndard 
of l iving, a r ight guaranteed by Arti cle 

27. Th e Govern ment has co mm itted to 

elim inating con sistent child pover ty by 

2007 (Nat ional Act ion Plan, Sustaining 

Progress and the National Action Plan 

Against Pover ty and Social Inclusion I. 

7 Children ' Rights Alliance, Shadow 
Report to the UN Committee on the 
Rights of the Child, 2006 . 

Th e Children's Ri ghts Alliance in its 

seco nd Shadow Report to th e UN 
Ove rsight Committee on the CRC states 
· .. . that the incidence of depriva tion is 
substan t ially higher among one-parent 

famili es.·8 

Almost 130,000 children live in one
paren t families who are primarily 

de pendent on soc ial we lfare. High 

numbers of th (=,se families are also on 

loca l au thori ty wa it ing lists fo r soc ial 

housing . Th e repor t highlights tha t th e 

level of socia l we lfare is not suffi cient 

fo r these famili es to have a decent 
stand ard of living. Th e rep ort ca lls for a 
se ri es of measures to be implemented 

to eliminate child pove rty. Ending child 

pove rty includ es the fol lowing se t of 

demands: 

1. Ensure that all children and young 

people have a minimum adequate 

income. 

2. Ensure equal and affordable access to 

medical care for all children and young 

people regardless of income. 

3. Implement the provisions of the 

National Children's Strategy that relate 

to poverty and social exclusion . 

4. Provide decent accommodation for all 

children and young people. 

5. Recognise and safeguard the rights 

of children and young people with 

disabilities. 

8 Children's Rights Alliance, Shadow 
Report to the UN Committee on the 
Rights of the Child, 2006. 
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6. Invest in education to reduce early 

school leaving and break the cycle of 

j.j poverty. 

7. Promote and protect the rights 

of all children and young people 

experiencing poverty or social 

exclusion, including children 

from minority ethnic and racial 

backgrounds. ·9 

All of these rights are provided for 

within the CRC but have not been 

implemented. The State is not meeting 

its commitments at an international 

level and the standard of human rights 

for children is falling far short of what is 

expected of Ireland . 

9 Children's Rights Alliance, Submission 
in Relation to the National Action Plan 
Against Poverty and Social Exclusion 
(NAPinc/) lreland,2003-2005. 

PART 4 

What is ICESCR? 

ICESCR lists a set of rights and 

standard s that governments are obliged 

to work toward s. The ICESCR impos es 

imm ediate obligations on governmen ts 

to take steps to bring about the full 

enjoyment of the rights contained in 

the ICESCR, particularly th e adoption 

of legislative measures. The rights 

contained w ithin the ICESCR include the 

right to work in good condi t ions, to fo rm 

and join trade unions, to social security, 

to an ad equa te standard of living and to 

health, edu cation and cultural life. 

The ICESCR is th e first human ri ghts 

treaty to requ ire states to reorga nise 

and progress ive ly rea li se th e righ t 

to health . It cove rs r ights relating to 

an adequate standard of li vi ng, the 

highest attainable standard s of phys ica l 

and mental health, soc ial pro tec ti on, 
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education and the enjoyment of the 

benefits of cultural freedom and 

scientific progress. as well as the 
right to work in just and favourable 

conditions. 

What is its status in 
Ireland? 

The Irish Government ratified the 

ICESCR in 1989 and is accountable 

to the UN Committee on Economic, ' 

Social and Cultural Rights [CESCR] 

\\ 

on its progress in complying with the 

provisions of the treaty. It is not legally 

binding as it has not been incorporated 

into Irish law. The Irish Government is 

due to report on progress achieved in 

implementing ICESCR in June 2007 . 

• HUMAN RIGHTS AND ONE-PARENT FAMILIES 
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Where is Ireland in breach 
of the Convention? 

The CESCR issues general comments 

on articles of the Covenant from time 

to time. These comments are aimed 

at promoting the implementation of 

the Covenant. The General Comments 

issued to date include the following: 

• No steps hcye been taken to 

incorporate or reflect the Covenant in 

domestic legislation . 

• No steps have been taken to adopt 

a human rights-based approach to 

the National Anti-Poverty Strategy 
[NAPS]. 

• There is an absence of a human 

rights framework encompassing, 



among other things, the principles of 

non-discrimination and equal access 

j j to health fa cilities and services in the 

National Health Strategy. 

• The Di sa bility Bill does not adopt a 

human rights-based approach. 

The Committee in its last report 

re.commended that the Irish 

Gove rnment : 

• incorpora te economic, social and 

cultural r ig hts in the proposed 

amendment to the Constitution, as 

well as in other domest ic legi slat ion; 

• adopt a human rights-ba sed 

approach to the Disability Bill; 

• integrate economic, soc ial and 

cultural rights in to NAPS; 

• accelerate its social housing 

programmes in order to reduce th e 

wa iting time for social housing; 

• revisit the recently published 

National Hea lth Strategy w ith a 

view to embracing a huma n- r ig hts 

framework in that strategy, in 

line w ith th e princip les of non

di sc r im ination and equa l access to 

hea lth fac iliti es and serv ices; and 

• Th e state should contin ue to involve 

non -gove rn mental orga nisations 

and other members of civil soc iety in 

the prepa rat ion of its third periodic 

repo rt. 

SUPPORTING ONE-PARENT FAMILY ISSUES 

How can the ICESCR be 
used to support one
parent family issues? 

Th e ICESCR provides strong protection 

for soc ial and economic rights w hich 

could be used to lobby for equality of 

access to education, and economic and 

social rights for one-parent famili es. 

Article 13 contains a co mprehensive 

right to educat ion. Art icle 10 gives the 

w idest possible protection for the family 

and places particular emphasis on 

supporting the family in its caring ro le 

for dependent ch ildren . Th e Committee 

has made it clear that the fam ily should 

be understood in its w idest se nse. It 

also provides fo r special protection fo r 

mothers pre and post bi rth . 

Th ere are strong protect ions fo r 

physical and men tal hea lth con tain ed 

in Article 12. Article 11 provides for 

the ri ght to an adeq uate sta ndard of 

living. The committee has commented 

that thi s r ig ht is not merely the right 

to shelter but rath er th e r ight to live 

somewhere in ·security, peace and 

dign ity·. Article 3 provid es that t hese 

ri ghts should be enj oyed by men and 

women eq ually. 
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PART 5 

What is ICE.RD? 

ICERO seeks to eliminate all form s 

of rac ial discrimination. It is the main 

international inst rum ent that deals 

with issues in relation to ra cism. ra cia l 

di scrim ina tion, xenophobia and related 

into lerance. 

It defines and co ndemns racial 

discrimination and includ es a number 

of key righ ts such as: 

• th e right of everyone to equa lity 

before th e law; 

• the ent it lemen t to politi ca l and 

civil rights, for exa mple, free dom 

of movement, thought, conscie nce , 

re li gion, op inion and expression, 

peaceful asse mbly and assoc iat ion; 

• the rights to a range of economic, 

social and cultural rights such as 

the right to wo rk and favo urable 

conditions of work, the right to 

housing, to publi c health, social 

sec urity and to equal participation in 

cu ltural activities; and 

• the right to redress when the above 

rights have been breach ed. 

What is its status in 
Ireland? 

The Irish Gove rnment ratified CERD 

in December 2000. It is not lega lly 

binding as it has not be en incorporated 

into Irish Law. The Irish Government's 

first and second reports on the 

implementation of the Convention in 

Ireland we re considered by th e UN 

Committee in March 2005. The Equal 

Status Acts of 2000-2004 and the 

Employment Equality Acts of 1998-2004, 

serve to ban racial discrimination in 

som e but not all areas , but particularly 

in re lat ion to emp loymen t and the 

supp ly of goods and se rvices. 

What relevant 
recommendations have 
been made by the United 
Nations? 

The con side ration of th e Iri sh 

Gove rnm en t's reports on the 

implementat ion of ICERO resulted 

in a number of important concluding 
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comments by the UN Oversight 

Committee. These recommendations 

relate to all individuals, including 

members of one-parent families . It 

recommended that: 

• ICERD should be incorporated into 

domesti c law; 

• th e Iri sh Gove rn ment should 

undertake to comba t prejudice and 

xe nophobic stereotyping, espe cially 

in th e media ; 

• all necessary steps should be 

undertaken to avoid neqative 

co nsequences of th e di ~~ c t provision 

and di spersal system fo r individual 

asylum seekers, and measures 

adopted to prom ote th ei r full 

parti cipation in society; 

• the scope of the Equal Statu s Act 

should be expanded to ensure 

protection again st discriminati on by 

public authoriti es to cove r the whole 

range of government fun ction s and 

activiti es ; 

• Ireland should en sure full pract ical 

implementat ion of legislation 

prohibiting di scrimin ati on in 

employment and in th e labour 

market to ensure greate r protec ti on 

for new communi ties; 

• th e poli ce should underg o anti

rac ism trainin g and a moni tori ng 

mechanism to investi ga te allegatio ns 

of racially moti va ted poli ce 

misco nduct should be put in place; 

• in reco gnit ion of the link 

betwee n racia l and relig ious 
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disc rimin ati on, t he establishment 

of non-denominat ional or multi

denominati onal schools should be 
supported by the State. Also , ex isting 
laws shou ld be amend ed so that no 

di sc r iminati on may take place as 
far as th e ad miss ion of pup ils (of all 

reli gions) in schoo ls is co nce rn ed; 

• the Iri sh Governm ent should 

recog nise Trave llers as an ethni c 

group ; 

• the Iri sh Governm ent should put in 

place measures with rega rd to t he 

spec ial needs of women belongin g 

to minority and oth er vulnerable 

gro ups, in pa rti cular , fe male 

Travel lers, migrants , refugees and 

asylum seekers ; 

• the Iri sh Governm ent should rat ify 

the Convent ion on the Protectio n of 

the Ri gh ts of All Migra nt Wo r ke r ::; and 

Members of their Famili es to ensure 

better protecti on fo r m igrants and 

m ig rant wo rke rs; and 

• adeq uate resources shou ld be made 

availa ble fo r bodies such as t he Iri sh 

Human Rig hts Com mission, th e 

Equali ty Authority and the Nat ional 

Consultat ive Comm ittee on Rac ism 

and lnterculturali sm, to enab le th em 

to exe rcise the full range of their 

statuto ry funct ions and to suppor t 

the NGO co mmu ni ty. 

Th ese recommenda tions mi rror th ose 

pu t fo rwa rd by th e NGO Alli ance10 

who prndu ced a shadow report and 
submitted it to th e process. Ire land 
is du e to su bmi t its third and fo urth 

peri odic re ports joi ntly, in January 2008. 

SUPPORTING ONE-PARENT FAMILY ISSUES 

How can ICERD be used to 
support one-parent family 
issues? 

ICERD foc uses on issues of racia lly 

based disc rimin ati on whi ch can affec t 
all gro ups in soc iety, including one

parent fa mili es . As the numbers of one

parent famili es fro m new communiti es 

grows there will be an increas ing need 

fo r them and for organisat ions tha t 
wo rk for and with them to be awa re of 

th e ri ghts of such famili es under thi s 

UN Conven ti on. 

Th is Convention ca n th ere fore be an 

im portant tool in ca mpaigns to improve 

th e ri ghts of new co mmun iti es living in 

Ireland . 

10 The NGO Alliance consists of over 
40 independent NGOs working in 
Ireland on issues such as anti-racism, 
community development and human 
rights. The reports produced by the 
NGO Alliance are available at 
www.immigrantcouncil.ie 
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PART 6 What is the ECHR? 

The ECHR protects a number of ba sic 

human rights and freedoms in the civil 

and political sph ere. The main rights 

under the Convention are as follows: 

• The right to Life [Article 21. 

• Th e right to freedom from torture 

and inhuman or degrading treatment 

or puni shment [Arti cle 31. 

• The r ight to Libe r ty and securi ty of the 

person [Art icle 51. 

• The right to fair and public trial 

w ithin a reasona ble time [Article 61. 

• The right to respec t for pri va te and 

family Life as we ll as home an d 

correspondence [Article 81. 

• The right to freedom of thought, 

conscie nce and religion [Ar ticle 91. 

• The right to freedom of express ion 

[Article 1 Ol. 

• The right to marry and fou nd a family 

[Article 121. 

• The r ight to an effect ive reme dy 

for violat ion of rights set out in the 

Convention [Article 131. 

• The prohibi tion of disc rim ination in the 

enjoyment of those rights [Article 141. 

What is its status in 
Ireland? 

In 2003, the Irish Government passe d 

the Eu ropea n Convention on Human 

Rights Act. Thi s Convention is now 
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enforcea ble in th e Iri sh co urts. This 

Conve ntion, however , has bee n 

inco rporated at a leve l below the 

Constitution. If there is a conflict 

between th e Convention and the 

Consti tution on any right, for example, 

the righ t of the family, the Constitution 

takes pre cedence. 

Th e Act puts a duty on the Organs 

of the State to perform their duties 

in a way that is compatible w ith the 

Convention. Organs of the State include 

health boards and loca l authorities, for 

example Under the 2003 Act, if these 

bodies fail to perform their fun ct ions 

in a way that is compatib le w ith th e 

Convention, a co mplainant ca n go to the 

courts in Ireland and damages can be 

soug ht. Th e Act also requires the co urts 

to interpret domestic leg islat ion in a 

ma nner co nsistent w ith th e Convent ion. 

The courts must therefore pay atte ntion 

to any relevan t judgment or op ini on 

of the Eu ropea n Court of Human 

Rights w hen mak ing a decision. Th e 

Conve nti on also gives th e High Court or 

the Su preme Court th e power to declare 

any statutory provisi on to be in breach 

of the Conven tion. Thi s does not declare 

th e law in question inval id but it does 

place an obligation on th e Taoi seac h to 

pu t tha t law in fron t of th e Oireachtas 

w ith in 21 days. Th e Oirea chta s does not 

have to change the law but it is l ikely 

tha t it w il l. 
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SUPPORTING ONE-PARENT FAMILY ISSUES 

How can the ECHR be 
used to support one
parent family issues? 

While th e Iri sh Constitution recognises 

the special position of the family based 

on marriage, the European Court of 

Human Rights takes a broad view of th e 

definition of the family. Article 8 of the 

ECHR can therefore be used to lobby 

for an inclusive concept of family to 

be adopted in an Irish context an d has 

already been used successfully. 
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The following are some examples 

of relevant decisions made by the 

European Court on Human Rights, 

following a complaint by an Irish 

litigant: 

• The failure to provide legal aid 

for judicial separation cases was 

1 ;found to be a violation of Article 

'6 and Article 8 in breach of the 

Convention. The Civil Legal Aid 

Scheme was introduced as a result 

of this case. 

• The father of a non-marital child 

whose mother attempted to place 

the child for adoption without 

his consent brought a case to 

Strasbourg . It was found that there 

was a breach of Article 8 [right to 

respect for family life) and Article 

6 due to the lack of procedures 

available to him to cla im his rights. 

A key step in comp l ian ce w ith the ECHR 

in Ire land, therefore, is the inclusion of 

a w id er def inition of the family w ithin 

Iri sh legi sla tion and related government 

po li cies an d act ions. Given th e higher 

leve ls of pove r ty and soc ia l exclusion 

exper ienced by one-parent fami l ies th e 

ECHR ca n be used to lobby for po l icies 

that wil l reduce such inequal ity. 

PART 7 

Convent ions can be used in a number of 

ways to lobby for soc ial change. 

Conventions as Lobbying 
tools 

NGOs can mob ili se and support people 

living in poverty to campaign aga inst 

breach es of thei r r ights under the 

conve ntions and, through thi s, create 

th e po l it ica l w il l to implement the rights 

contained w ithi n them. One-parent 

fami ly and all ant i- poverty organisations 

can undertake the followi ng actions: 

• Become fami liar wi th the art icles 

that affect one - parent fam ili es under 

the co nve ntions and select articles 

that are most relevant to the issues 

that you are work ing on. 

• Provide informat ion to members 

about the co nven tion s. 

• Refer to the convent ion articles in 

po li cy documents and submissions 
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and/or rep resentations to the 
gove rnment and other bodies. 

• Ident ify gaps in th e provis ion of 

services which will indicate the 

co nven tion articles that are being 

breached. For example, a lack of 

provision of childcare services will 

breach CEDAW Article 11. 

• Document any breaches in policy 

documents to show how one-parent 

family"s rights are not being upheld in 

line wit h the co nvent ions. 

• Build a case. Collect accurate data 

on breaches of the conventions and 

case stud ies which can be of use to 

lobby effectively. 

• Find out about the reporting 
processes under th e conventions and 

prepare shadow reports or contribute 

to oth er shadow reports. 

• Target local media to generate 

discussion on the issues concern ing 

one-pa rent fa mili es. 

• Undergo tra ining on th e co nve ntions, 

where availa ble. 

Lobbying the political 
system 

El · ect ions represe nt an opportunity 

to lobby politi cia ns and highlight the 

gap betwee n what the government 

promised to deliver at an in ternat ional 

leve l and what it has actually provided 

at national and local level for one
parent famil ies. The fo llowing are some 

sam ple quest ions that could be used to 

lobby politi cians fro m government and 

opposition parties: 

• The definition of the family in the 

Irish Constitution is at odds with 

th e ECHR. What would your party 

do in government to address this 

situation? 

• CEDAW gives a right to equality 

of access which includes access 

to childcare etc. How wou ld your 

gove rnment enforce this right in 

relation to one-parent families? 

• The government has an ob liga tion 

under the CRC to address chi ld 

pove rty. How would your party 

in government remove pove r ty 

ineq ualit ies experienced by children 

living in one-parent fam ili es? 

• ICESCR gives an exp li ci t right to 

family friendly work pra ctices and 

poli cies. What is your party planning 

to do to make these rig hts effective in 

relation to one-parent fam ili es? 

• HUMAN RIGHTS AND ONE-PARENT FAMILIES 
One Family 



1 \ • This Government does not promote a · 

rights-based approach to pove rty and 
social exclusion and this puts it in 
breach of Ireland's obligations under 

the international conventions? What 

would your party do in government 

about this? 

Using the UN reporting 
procedure 

The UN Ove rs ig ht Committees 

examine the Government"s reports in 

detail and prepare their own report, 
largely informed by non-gove rnmental 

organisations. These reports can be 

extremely useful in highlighting the 

gap between national and international 

human rights standards. One-parent 

family org anisat ions can provide 

inputs to the UN "s review of any of the 

conventions in the following ways: 

• Find out about the reporting 
processes under the conventions and 

make shadow reports or contribute 

to other shadow reports , for exa mple, 

Children·s Rights Alliance. 

• Colla borate with the government on 

their repor t by sending information 

and informing government off icials 

about the issues or• the ground . 

• Get invo lved in preparati ons for 

presenta tion s to the UN committee 

with other grou ps. 

One-parent family and all anti -poverty 

organisa ti ons can also use the 

Comm ittees· recommendations to : 

• monitor progress of the Irish 

government in implementing their 

recommendations; 

• highlight through the med ia, 
Human Rights Commission and 

other human rights platfo rms at 

local, national and international 

level where the government ha s 
implemented or failed to implement 

the recommendation s; and 

• lobby politicians and inform them of 

the gaps in implementation and look 

for reason s for the lack of progress. 

Using the Law to promote 
rights 

The use of the legal aspect of th e 

conventions can be promoted in one or 

more of the following ways : 

• Lobby for legjslation to incorpo rate 

the conventions in to Iri sh dom estic 
law. 

• Encourage lawye rs to use the 

co nve ntion in their legal argum ents. 

• Take cases under th.e European 

Convention on Human Rights and 

the Eu ropean Convention on Human 

Rights Act to advance rights fo r one 

parent families . 
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One Family has worked and lobbied on 

behalf of one-parent families for nearly 

35 yea rs. Many of the issues we·ve 

fo ugh t for in the past have become basic 

r igh ts in Ire land, but there is st ill a long 

way to go. Life for many one-parent 

fam ili es remains a battle to overcome 

systemic inequa liti es, discrimination 

and poverty. As the numbers and 

divers ity of one -parent families continue 

to increase, it be comes ever more 

crucial that we work towards an Ireland 

in which the rights of al l fam ili es are 

protected. 

Human rights-ba sed approache s to 

tackling poverty and soc ial exclusion 

are increasingly relevant in Ireland 

today. A human rights-based approach 

can provide sound and compe lling 

arguments to demonstrate that 

one-parent families do experience 

inequal ities and di scriminati on relati ve 

to oth er group s. 

Such argum ents car be used to lobby 

fo r chan ge, much of which can only be 

achieved in the long te rm. Howeve r, a 

sta rt ca n be made now. We hope that 

thi s book let can help you to engage 

in such lobbyin g and to create real 

change fo r one- parent famili es . See 

·Fu rthe r Inform at ion· on pag e 30 for 
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more information and advice on the 

co nvent ions described here. 
' 

can* One Family's Campaigning and 

Advocacy Network brings together 

those who want Ireland to be a place 

in which one-parent families no 

longer face inequality, poverty or 

discrimination. The network includes 

members of one-parent fami li es, those 

who work w ith them and tn ~se who ca re 

about the rights of one-parent families. 



G lo~sa ry of 
Hurl~an Rights 
Terms 
• ADOPT (A LAW OR RESOLUTION) -

vote to accept 

• CONTENT dF A RIGHT - the mea ning 

of a right; wha t it guarantees 

• CONVENTION - in this context it 

mea ns a treaty 

• DECLARATION - in th is context it 

means a statem ent by governments 

that is not lega lly binding on them 

• DEVELOPMENT - a compreh ensive 

process involving sustainable 

improvement in econom ic, soc ial and 

politica l we ll-bein g of all individuals 

and peoples. Development aims fo r 

the rea lisation of all human rights 

and for the greatest possib le freedom 

an d dignity of every hu ma n being 

• HUMAN RIGHTS STANDARDS/ 
NORMS - req uirements in human 

righ ts treat ies or declarations. 

Used to assess/measure how we ll a 

government's po li cies an d pract ices 

comply with human rights 
I 

• JURISPRUDENCE - case law; ru li ngs 

by national and/or in ternat iona l 

co urts and treaty bodies 

• JUSTICIABLE - capab le of be ing 

brough t wit hin the lega l framework 

and invoked as a cau se of action 

before a court 

• LEGALLY-BINDING - having the 

force of law 

• PROTOCOL - in this co ntext , it means 

a docume nt or trea ty re lated to an 

existing treaty 

• PROVISION - an art icle or clause in a 

treaty or other lega l document 

o RATIFICATION - formal approva l by 

a state, in thi s case of a treaty; has 

greater legal force th an a signature 

• RESOLUTION - formal express ion of 

op inion of a body; not legal ly binding 

• SIGNATURE - an expression of wi ll 

from a state to a treaty; it is a step 

towa rd s approva l ; subjec t to further 

ratif ication 

• TREATY - a w ritten cont ract betwee n 

states; lega lly bind ing on states that 

ratify it 

• TREATY BODY - in thi s con text , 

a group estab li shed to oversee 

com pliance w ith a treaty 
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Further 
Information 
National Anti-Poverty Strategy 
(NAPS): 

Combat Poverty Agency: 

www.combatpoverty.ie 

European Anti-Poverty Network: 

www.eapn.o rg 

Office for Social Inclusion: 

www.soc ialinclus ion.ie 

One Family: www.onefam ily. ie 

United Nations Convention on 
the Rights of the Child (CRC): 

Children's Rights Alliance: 
www.ch ildrensr ights. ie 

End Child Poverty Coalition: 

www. en de hi ld pave rt y. i e 

International Save the Children Alliance: 

www.savethech ildren.net/ 

National Children's Office: www. nco.ie 

Office of the High Comm issioner for Human 

rights: www.un hchr.ch 

The United Nations Human Rights Treaties: 

www.bayefsky.com 

UNICEF/ United Nations Children's' Fund: 
www. uni cef.ie 

www . .Jn heh r.c h/htm l/ men u3/b/k2c re. ht m 

United Nations International 
Covenant on Economic, Social 
and Cultural Rights (ICESCR): 

Human Rights Educat ion Associates: 
www.hrea .org 

Office of the High Commissioner for Human 

Rights: 

http ://www. u n h ch r. ch/html/ men u3/b/a_ 

ce scr.htm 

The United Nations Human Rights Treaties: 

www.bayefsky.com 

Convention on the Elimination 

of All Forms of Discrimination 

Against Women (CEDAW) and 

Women's Rights Issues: 

Department of Justice, Equality and Law 

Reform: www.justi ce. ie 

Equality Now: www.eq ual itynow.o rg 

Human Rights Watch for Women: 

www.hrw.o rg /women 

International UN High Commissioner for 

Human Rights: 

www. unhchr.ch and www. unhchr. ch/ html/ 

menu2/6/cedw.h tm 

International Women's Rights Action 

Group: www. iwraw-ap.org 

Irish Human Rights Commission, CEDAW 

Submission: www. ihrc.ie. 

National Women 's Council: 

www. nwc 1.1e 

The United Nations Human Rights Treaties: 

www. bayefsky.co m 

UN Division for the Advancement of 

Women: www.un.o rg/womenwatch/daw 

Women's Human Rights Alliance: 

www.wh ra-i re land .org 

Women 's Human Rights Net: 

www.whrnet.org 
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11 
European Convention on 
Hur1Jf3n Rights (ECHR): 
Council of Europe: www.coe. int/ 

European Union: www.europa.eu.int 

Irish Council for Civil Liberties: 
www.icc l.ie 

United Nations International 
Convention on the Elimination 
of All Forms of Racial_ 
Discrimination (ICERD): 

European Committee on Racism and 
Intolerance: www.ecri. coe.int 

European Monitoring Centre on Racism And 
Xenophobia: www.eu mc.eu .int 

European Network Against Racism: 

www.ena r-eu. org 

Irish Human Rights Commission: 

www. ihrc.ie 

Irish Traveller Movement: www. itmtrav.com 

National Consultative Committee on 
Racism and lnterculturalism: www.:iccri .ie 

Office of the High Commissioner for Human 
Rights: www.ohchr.org and http://www. 
u n heh r. ch/html/menu 2/ 6/ ce rd . htm 

The United Nations Human Rights Treaties: 
www.bayefsky.com 

Other relevant websites• 

Amnesty International: www.a mnesty. ie 

British Irish Rights Watch: www. birw.org 

Citizens Information Database: www.cidb .ie 

Comhairle: www.comhairle.ie 

Equality Authority: www.equa l ity.ie 

Equality Tribunal: www.equa litytribunal. ie 

Front Line Defenders of Human Rights 
Defenders: www.frontlinedefenders.org 

Human Right First (Formerly the Lawyer's 
Committee for Human Rights): 
www.lchr.org or 
www. human r ig htsfi rst. o rg 

Human Rights Watch: www.hrw.org 

Immigrant Council of Ireland: 
www. immigrantcouncil. ie 

International Federation for Human Rights: 
www.fidh .org 

Irish Centre for Human Rights: 
www.n uiga lway.ie/human_rights 

The International Human Rights Network: 
www.ihrnetwork.org 

Key Government websites: 

Irish Government: www. irlgov. ie 

Department of Education and Science: 
www.ed ucation .ie 

Department of Enterprise, Trade and 
Employment: www.entemp.ie 

Department of Environment and Local 
Government: www.environ .ie 

Department of Foreign Affairs: 
www.foreig naff airs.gov. ie 

Department of Health and Children: 
www.doh.ie 

Department of Justice, Equality and Law 
Reform: www.justice.ie 

Department of Community, Rural and 
Gaeltacht Affairs: 
www.poba il .ie 

Department of Social and Family Affairs: 

www.welfare.ie 

Department of the Taoiseach: 
www. tao i sea ch.gov. i e 
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'One Family has always understood that the key to systemic and long-term change is 

to empower people to change the world around them for themselves ... This booklet 

marks an important step towards acknowledging that the structural inequality and 

disadvantage faced by one-parent families is not merely a problem of circumstance. 

but a denial of basic human rights. · 

Mary Robinson 

One Family provides voice, support and action for one-parent families through 
membership, professional services and campaigning. Our aim is to affect positive 

change and achieve equality and social inclusion for all one-parent families in 

Ireland. 

can* One Family's Campaigning and Advocacy Network brings together those 

who want Ireland to be a place in which one-parent families no longer face 

inequality, poverty or discrimination. The network includes members of one
parent families, those who work with them and those who care about the rights of 

one-parent families . 
Email: canraonefamily.ie 

Cherish House. 2 Lower Pembroke St, Dublin 2 [near Baggot St] 
Tel: 016629212 
Fax: 01 662 9096 

Email: info0onefamily.ie 

Website: www.onefamily.ie 

askonefamily - The National Helpline providing information and support to all 
one-parent families: Lo-Call 1890 66 22 12. Email: support0onefamily.ie 

Email trainingfaonefamily.ie or see www.onefamily.ie for information on One 
Family's Training & Consultancy Service for those working with one-parent 
famil ies. 
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