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Summary

We welcome that the SEA provides a fairly detailed 

Population and Human Health Assessment and notes 

the inclusion of the Healthy Ireland goals. However, 

we note some gaps.

Ireland has a particular vulnerability to the quality of 

raw water, because so many people drink untreated 

water, especially in rural areas.  

The SEA notes that the Drinking Water Regulations 

expect local authorities to inform exempted supplies 

about their exemption, duties and risks,  but doesn’t 

mention that in reality this may not be occurring 

because local authorities have no means of 

determining who uses a private exempted supply.
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The SEA notes that reducing health inequalities is an 

important  goal of Healthy Ireland but doesn’t really 

address the health inequalities between rural and 

urban citizens due to the provision of different levels 

of availability of safer drinking water and waste 

water services:

• Rural dwellers frequently only have access to 

private untreated and possibly contaminated 

drinking water

• Urban dwellers are more likely to have access to 

high quality treated drinking water

• Ireland has very high levels of some serious 

zoonotic infections such as VTEC and 

Cryptosporidium, and some rural areas have much 

higher levels within Ireland.

We recommend that the SEA considers the necessity 

for the Nitrates Action Programme to protect the 

health of the public and to identify and advise on 

Ireland’s vulnerability in this regard.



Health Protecting Services 

with Unequal Access

Rural Dwellers Urban Dwellers

Assured quality drinking 

water (CSO – the Roof Over 

Our Heads)

More likely to use untreated 

and unmonitored well water

More likely to use treated 

and monitored water 

Safe waste water (CSO – the 

Roof Over Our Heads)

More likely to use private 

waste water

More likely to have access 

to treated waste water

Environmental exposure to 

zoonotic pathogens (CSO 

Livestock Survey)

More likely to be exposed Less likely to be exposed

Boil Water Notices (Focus 

on Private Water Supplies 

2016)

More likely to be in place Less likely to be in place

Health Inequalities Rural Dwellers Urban Dwellers

VTEC (Computerised 

Infectious Diseases

Reporting System)

Higher rates Lower rates

Cryptosporidium(Computeri

sed Infectious Diseases

Reporting System)

Higher rates Lower rates

Ireland’s unique 

vulnerability

Ireland has many risk 

factors for 

waterborne disease 

from private wells, 

which need to be 

protected by the 

Nitrates Action 

Programme. 

The SEA should consider and advise on;

• A very large minority of the population exposed to 

untreated drinking water – the requirement for prevention 

of contamination is therefore massive

• Weakness of relying on Nitrates legislation to protect 

against a completely different hazard e.g. Microbiological

• Difficulties Local Authorities have in detecting / registering 

the small private supplies which they should be regulating

• Risk of dependence on the sensitivity of “indicator” 

organisms.  Recent evidence suggests such dependence 

may be misplaced

• Climate change risks to public health from precipitation-

related  increased infective run-off that may contaminate 

water supplies and that assumptions made on die-off 

times and distances of pathogenic organisms may be false 

into the future

Campylobacter(Computeris

ed Infectious Diseases

Reporting System)

Higher rates Lower rates


