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CONSTITUTION: 

The Gene-ral Medical Services 
(Payments) Board is a body 
corporate with perpetual succession 
and a common seal constituted by 
Order of the Minister for Health, 
under Section 11 of the Health 
Act, 1970. 

FUNCTIONS: 

It is the duty of the Board to 
perform on behalf of the health, 
boards the following functions in 
relation to the proyision_of services 
by general medical practitioners and 
pharmacists under Section 5B and 
Section 59 (1) of the Health Act, 
1970:-
(a) the calculation of payments to 

be made for such services; 

(b) the making of such payments; 

(c) the verification of the accuracy 
and reasonableness of claims in 
relation to such services; 

(d) the compilation of statistics and 
other information in relation to 
such services. 

; ,t :' • 

MEMBERS: 

The Board consists of eleven 
members comprising:-

(a) one officer of each health board 
designated by the chief 
executive officer of the health 
board, and 

(b) three other persons appointed 
by the members referred to in 
(a). . 

The members of the Board as'at 31st 
December, 1976 were:-

Mr. P. B. Segrave, 

Dr. A. J. Reeves, 

Dr. V. Barry, 
Mr. D. Doherty, 
Mr. H. Dunne, 
Mr. P. McDaid, 
Mr. M. McDomhnaill, 
Dr. M. ffrench O'Carroll, 
Dr. T. O'Dwyer, 
Mr. S. O'Neill, -
Dr. R. Stokes, 

SENIOR OFFICERS: 

Administrator 
Medical, Officer 
Pharmaceutical Officer 

North Eastern Health Board 
(Chairman) 

Midland Health Board 
(Vice-Chairman) 

South Eastern Health Board 
North Western Health Board 
Eastern Health Board 
Western Health Board 
Department of Health 
Southern Health Board 
Department of Health . , 
Department of-Health' 
Mid·Western Health Board 

J.A. Long 
Dr. P. J. Porteous 
R. F. Shaw· 
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r PURPOSE OF CHOICE OF 
DOCTOR SCHEME: 

Persons who are unable without 
undue hardship to arrange general 
practitioner medical and surgical 
services for themselves and their 
dependants receive a free general 
medical service. 
Prior to 1972 this service was 
provided by district medical 
officers, more popularly known 
as dispensary doctors. They were 
paid a salary and each was appointed 
to a specific dispensary district. 

In 1966 the then Government set 
out proposals for the abolition of the 
dispensary system and for the 
reorganisation of the general medical 
service so that those eligible for free 
medical care would be able to get 
the same kind of service as others 
could get through private arrange
ment. This proposal involved 
"substituting for the dispensary 
service a service with the greatest 
practicable choice of doctor and 
the least practicable distinction 
between private patients and those 
avail ing themselves of the service". 
It was also stated that it would be 
preferable "if those using the 
service were entitled to geftheir 
drugs, medicines and appliances 
through the same channels as the 
doctor's private patients, that is the 
retail chemists or the doctors them
selves in areas where there are no 
chem ists" . 

The Health Act, 1970 made pro
vision for the introduction of a 
scheme on the lines proposed and 
following discussion with the 

medical and pharmaceutical 
organisations the scheme was 
brought into operation in 1972. It is 
generally referred to as the Ch'oice ' 
of Doctor Scheme. 

PROVISION OF SERVICES 
UNDER THE CHOICE OF 
DOCTOR SCHEME: 

A person el igible to receive free 
general practitioner services for him· 
self and his dependants registers with 
the doctor of his choice who has 
entered into an agreement with the 
relevant health board and is prepared 
to accept him 'on his list. Except- in 
certain circumstances, the doctor 
chosen must not live more than 
seven miles from the patient nor 
have already a patient list up to the 
maximum number allowed. Where an 
eligible person does not succeed in 
obtaining registration the health 
board arranges to have him entered 
on a doctor's list. 

Drugs, medicines and appliances 
supplied under the Scheme are 
provided through retail pharmacists. 
I n most cases the doctor gives the 
completed prescription form to the 
patient who takes it to any pharo 
macist who has an agreement with a 
health board. In rural areas, where a 
doctor has a centre of practice three 
miles or more from the nearest retail 
pharmacist participating in the 
sCheme the doctor dispenses for 
patients served from thirt centre who 
opt to have their medicines 
dispensed by him. The doctor is paid 

a dispensing fee for each of these 
patients. The medicines he dis· 
penses are obtained by him through 
a stock order given to a retail-phar· 
macist 'participating in the sclleme, 
who has his premises in the doctor's 
normal area of practice or, if there is 
no such premises in that area, who is 
reasonably convenient to the area. 

METHOD OF PAYMENT: 

Claims for fees in respect of services 
provided are submitted monthly by 
doctors to the General Med ical 
Services (Payments) Board. 

Former permanent district med ical 
officers who have guaranteed mini· 
mum incomes may opt for their 
guaranteed salary in lieu of claiming 
fees. Where they so opt their salary 
is paid direct to them by the health 
board. 

District hledical officers with 
guaranteed salary who opt for fees 
continue to receive payments of 
salary from the health board. Their 
claims for fees are submitted 
monthly to the General Medical 
Services (Payments) Board. A 
monthly return is sent to each health 
board detailing the fees payable to 
all participating doctors in the health 
boards area. Where the salary paid to 
a doctor with a guaranteed annual 
income falls short of the fees to 
which he is entitled, the health board 
pays him the appropriate deficit. 

Fees earned by other participating 
doctors are paid direct to them by 

the General Medical Seniices (Pay' 
ments) Board.· 

Claims by retail pharmacists for 
payments in respect of services pro· 
vided under their contracts with the 
health boards are submitted monthly 
to arid paid by the General Medical 
Services (Payments) Board. 

An advance payment is made to each 
pharmacist following his entry into 
the scheme which he retains while a 
participant in the scheme. During the 
period covered by this report the 
advance payment was calculated on 
the basis of £ 1.00 for each of the 
estimated number of prescription 
items submitted in the pharmacist's 
first claim. The advance payment is 
adjusted, where necessary, at the end 
of six months by reference to the 
monthly average cost of total pres· 
.:riptionitems dispensed by the 
pharmacist over the period. 

SCALE OF FEES PAYABLE TO 
PARTICIPATING DOCTORS AND 
PHARMACISTS: 

The scale of fees payable to 
participating doctors is given in 
Appendix A. 

Pharmacists are remu nerated on the 
basis of recoupment of the 
ingredient cost of prescription items 
dispensed plus a fee. The scale of 
fees payable to participating pharo 
macists is given in Appendix B. 
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INVESTIGATING GROUP AND 
APPEALS COMMITTEE: 

I n the agreement entered into by 
doctors participating in the choice 
of doctor scheme, provision is made 
for investigation by the Board's 
Medical Officer of the circumstances 
where the claims submitted by a 
doctor appear to indicate that the 
rate of attendance by him under 
the scheme has been excessive. I f the 
Medical Officer so decides, the 
circumstances may then be referred 
for consideration to a group con· 
sisting of (a) a nominee of the 
Minister for Health appointed after 
consultation with the Irish Medical 
Association and Medical Union, 
(b) a medical officer acting on behalf 
of the Healtti Board (not being the 
medical officer who investigated the 
circumstances) and (c) a medical 
practitioneri selected by the Minister 
from a panel nominated by the Irish 
Medical Association and the Medical 
Unh:m. After this group has con· 
sidered the matter and has heard 
such representations or explanations 
as the doctor may make to them, it 
may, by majority vote, decide that 
no action is required, or that the 
doctor concerned should be warned 
in relation to his rate of visiting or 
that a deduction should be made in 
remuneration due to the doctor. The 
group may, where it considers that 
the evidence justifies it and parti· 
cularly where a doctor's visiting rate 
has been found to be persistently 
excessive, remit the case to a com· 
mittee established under Article B 
of the Health Services Regulations, 
1972 to consider whether the 

doctor's contract should be term· 
inated. 

The doctor has, a right to appeal to 
a committee established under 
Article B of the Health Services 
Regulations, 1972 against a decision 
of the I nvestigating Group (except 
where the decision is to remit the 
case to a committee to consider 
whether the doctor's contract should 
be terminated). Membership of the 
Appeals Committee consists of (a) a 
chairman selected by the Minister in 
agreement with the I rish Medical 
Association and the Medical Union 
(b) two persons selected by the 
Minister from a panel of persons 
nominated by the I rish Medical 
Association and the Medical Union 
and (c) two persons selected by the 
Minister at his discretion. A meeting 
of the' committee shall have present 
at least one of the persons referred 
to in (b) and, at least one of the 
persons referred to in (c). 

In 1976, the Investigating Group 
investigated the circumstances 
relating to the claims for remun· 
eration from nine doctors. In two 
cases a warning was given and in 
seven cases it was decided that a 
deduction from remuneration be 
made. 
In five of the seven cases in which 
the decision was a deduction from 
remuneration, the doctors concerned 
exercised thei r right of appeal. 
Arrangements were in hand at the 
end of 1976 for an early hearing of 
these appeals. 
As at 31st December, 1975, six 
cases of appeal awaited hearing. The 
decision of the I nvestigating Group 

in each of these cases had been a 
deduction from remuneration. Five 
of the appeals were heard in 1976. 
In three cases the decision of the 
Investigating Group was unaltered, 
in one case a reduction was made in 
the deduction from remuneration 
and in one case the deduction was 
disallowed. 
Where a doctor's prescribi ng pattern 
appears to be abnormal, the circum· 
stances may be investigated by the 
Board's Medical Officer. If the 
Medical Officer so decides the cir· 
cumstances may then be referred for 
consideration by an investigating 
group established for the purpose. 

PROBLEMS ENCOUNTERED IN 
THE OPERATION OF THE 
SCHEME: 

Despite reminders, some doctors and 
pharmacists continued to submit 
their claims after the due date each 

"montH and/or submitted claims 
going back a considerable length of 
time; thereby making more difficult 
the issue of payments in good time. 

The submission of high numbers of 
claims bearing incorrect or illegi"ble 
patient numbers and of preScription 
forms which were unsigned, altered, 
illegible or incomplete necessitated 
the introduction of procedures 
aimed at achieving a significant 
improvement in this area. 

During 1976, the large number of 
late fees being claimed by some 
doctors again attracted attention. 
Investigation by the Board's 
Medical Offi<;er ohhe claims being 
made in these cases had not been 

completed at the end of the year. 
In some instances claims appear to 
have been made for a separate 
domiciliary fee for each patient 
where more than one patient was 
seen in the one domiciliary visit, e.g., 
at a nursing, convalescent or welfare 
home, convent, hostel, etc., instead 
of a claim at the domiciliary rate for 
the first person seen and at the 
surgery rate for the other person(s) 
seen on the one visit. Steps are being 
taken to regula rise the position. 
It came" to the notice of the Board 
during the year that some doctors 
may have been prescribing on 
General Medical Services pres
cription forms for patients of other 
doctors when seeing these patients 
on a private fee-paying basis. Doctors 
were informed that the issue of 
General Medical Services prescription 
forms in such, circumstances was not 
in order. 
In July, 1976, a late fee payment 
to pharmacists was' introduced which 
would apply where, in exceptional 
circumstances, a pharmacist regarded 
it as being necessary for the patient's 
requirements that a prescription be 
dispensed outside normal hours 
although the prescriber had not 
marked the prescription urgent. (See 
Appendix B for scale of urgent and 
late fees). This provision for the pay
ment of a late fee was to be reviewed 
after it had been in operation for 
some months. As part of this review 
the rapid increase in the last months 
of 1976 in the number of late fees 
has given rise to an examination of 
the circumstances in which late fees 
have been claimed. 



MISUSE OF PRESCRIPTION were also being investigated by the is the "Summary of Conclusions and and to those concerned with the 
FORMS: ,police at the end of the year. Recommendations" given in the administration of health services. 

In June, 1976, a doctor, who was report (pages 37 and 38). The suggestion most frequently 

not in the choice of doctor scheme "We were asked to enquire into the made is that a small charge should 

but had acted as locum for a doctor pattern of prescribing and dispensing be made on the patient for each 

in the scheme, pleaded guilty at a 
INFORMATION TO DOCTORS: 

in the General Medical Service, to item prescribed by the doctor. The 
Working Party co'ncluded that, District Court hearing to charges The huge increase in the total come to a conlusion about the 
because the people entitled to the . relating to the fraudulent obtain· amount paid to doctors in fees (from extent, if any, to which there was 
service are, by definition, the . 

ing of drugs by way of General £4,417,937 in 1973 to £10, 355, 398, overprescribing, to consider the 
Medical Services prescription forms. in 1976), and in the total amount extent to which economies could be poorest section of the community, 

The Justice, having found the paid for medicines (from £7,843,973 affected and to make recommend· such a charge was not desirable. It 
in 1973 to £18,102,800 in 1976), ations. In our report we have set out would inhibit access to drugs on 

charges proved, applied the Pro· the part of those who need them 
bation of Offenders Act. emphasises the need to keep doctors the practical difficulties in defining 

and its administration would pose 
In June, 1976, a pharmacist pleaded 

informed of their particular practice overprescribing since what sometimes 
practical difficulties. Other patterns and of the widely differing appears to be excessive prescribing guilty at a District Court hearing to costs of comparative medicines. may in fact be justified by a suggestions made were also con-

charges relating to the alteration of Comparative costs of some anti· patient's ailments. Even allowing for sidered and these are set out in 
quantities on prescription forms with biotics and anti-bacterial agents were this, however, we have concluded paragraphs 31 to 42. 
intent to defraud. The Justice, supplied to doctors in 1976 and that there is within the General having found the charges proved, arrangements are being made to Medical Service evidence that a The Working Party's recommend-
applied the Probation of Offenders extend the scope of such infor- number of doctors overprescribe to a ations to effect an improvement in 
Act. The Probation of Offenders Act mation to other medicines. significant extent. This overprescrib- the,drug bill ,relate, on the one 
was also applied in the case of similar hand, to the possibility of reducing 

, charges admitted by a Company of ing mainly consists in prescribing too 
the basic cost of the drugs available many items, prescribing excessive which the pharmacist was managing 

quantities, constantly prescribing the in the country and, on the other, to 
director. REPORT OF WORKING P.AR:rY more expensive drugs without regard reducing the quantities of drugs con-
In November, 1976, a pharmacy ON PRESCRIBING AND to their cost and in the case of some sumed here. I n regard to the first 
proprietor pleaded guilty at a DISPENSING IN THE GENERAL patients prescribing more than, one possibility the Working Party con-

I' District Court hearing to charges MEDICAL SERVICE: drug with the same action. sider that the State should enter 
into discussions with the phar-relating to the alteration of 

This Working Party was established Wh ile the majority of doctors pres- maceutical industry initially in quantities on prescription forms 
with intent to defraud. He was fined by the Minister for Health to con- cribe in a reasonable manner they are regard to the comparability of prices 
£25 or four days imprisonment in sider the pattern of prescribing and under constant pressure from the here and in other countries. With 

dispensing of drugs, medicines and public to prescribe drugs which are regard to the second possibility, the default of payment. appliances in the General Medical not really necessary. This manifests recommendations are primarily 
Nine cases where a number of Service; the extent to which there itself in the number and type of aimed at making doctors more aware 
prescription forms appeared to may be overprescribing or the pres- drugs and in the quantities which are of the need to keep prescribing to a 
have the quantities altered by other cribing of needlessly expensive drugs; ordered. minimum and to have regard to its 
than the prescribing doctor were the steps which might be necessary I n considering what might be done cost. They involve changes in 
being investigated by the police to encourage prescribing with due to alter this situation the Working under-graduate and postgraduate 
at the end of the year. regard to economy and to make Party examined proposals from its education, a greater involvement of " 
Three cases relating to the alleged recommendations. members and other suggestions consultant and cli nical pharmacolog-
supply of tights where surgical The Working Party issued its report which have been made at various ists, and the involvement of doctors 
elastic stockings were orescribed on 28th April. 1976. The following times to the Department of Health locally in meetings and discussions 
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with other doctors and with phar
macists regarding prescribing 
patterns in their own areas. Specific 
recommendations are made 
regarding information which should 
be made available to doctors to help 
them to improve their prescribing 
and compare it with that of their 
peers. 

Specific recommendations are 
also made which are aimed at 
changing public attitudes towards 
the need for drugs and at making 
it clear to the publ ic that cons-
tant demands for unnecessary drugs 

- are a risk to their health and a factor 
in increasing the overall cost of 
drugs and medicines. The recom
mendations envisage continued 
media advertising, lectures and 
discussions in schools and meetings 
for parents, teachers and those 
involved in the health services, with 
specific emphaSis on a positive 
approach to physical and mental 
health. 

The situation in this country, in 
relation to the cost of drugs, does 
not differ substantially from that 
which exists in most other Euro
pean countries where the cost of 
drugs is also a matter of concern to 
Health Administrations. There is no 
single action which will operate to 
solve the problems involved; only a 
conscious effort on the part of all 
involved, manufacturers, prescribers, 
pharmacists and the public, an 
understimding of the need constantly 
to review and control the drug bill 
and an appreciation of the part each 
can contribute to doing so by all 
concerned, can lead to the desired 

change in the pattern of drug con
sumption. It is imperative that such 
changes should take place if the 
continued proviSion of the existing 
service, which is generally accepted 
to be a considerable advance in the 
provision of. med ical care for eligible 
persons, is not to be threatened in. 
the future." 

PAYMENTS TO DOCTORS IN THE 
CHOICE OF DOCTOR SCHEME 
WHICH ARE MADE DIRECTL Y BY 
HEAL TH BOARDS: 

Certain payments to doctors parti
cipating in the choice of doctor 
scheme are made directly by the 
health boards. These are as follows:-

(a) Salaries in the case of doctors 
with guaranteed salary. 

(b) Where a doctor with guaranteed 
salary has opted for fees and the 
guaranteed salary falls short of 
the fees to which he is entitled, 
the health board pays him the 
deficit. 

(c) Rural dispensing fee. A dispens
ing doctor is paid an annual fee' 
in respect of each person for 
whom he is entitled to dispense. 
(Fees shown in Appendix A). 

(d) Contribution to doctor towards 
locum and other practice 
expenses. The contribution 
shown in Appendix A is paid 
where a doctor has 100 or more 
patients on his list. Where the 
number of patients is less than 
100 a pro rata payment is made. 

(e) Rural Practice Payment. In 
certain circumstances a health 
board may pay an allowance to _ 
a doctor who lives and practices 
in a centre with a population of 
less than 500 and where there is 
not a town with a population of 
1,500 or more within a three 
mile radius of that centre. (allow
ances shown in Appendix A). 
Provision is made for variation in 
the form of practice payment 

where this is considered neces
sary in the provision of a service 
in extremely remote areas'such 
as the islands and some mainland 
districts whiclJ call for special 
consideration. 

(f) In certain circumstances health 
boards may give grants towards 
the provision of new practice 
premises or for the improve
ment or the extension of the 
existing practice premises of 
participating doctors. 

(g) Certain fees for special type 
consultations (e.g. temporary 
residents) are also paid directly 
by·health boards other than the 
Eastern Health Board. 

-. 
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SUMMARY OF STATISTICAL INFORMATION RELATING TO YEARS 
. . 

ENDED 31st DECEMBER, 1976, AND 31st DECEMBER, 1975. 

1. 1,296 doctors and 1,146 pharmaci.es.were registered under. the Scheme as 
at 31St December, 1976, and 1,270 doctors and 1,145 pharmacies as at 
31st.December, 1975. Of these however 61 doctors (1975 - 69) and .24 
pharmacies (1975 - 43) were not actively participating in the Scheme. 

2. The number of persons covered by the Scheme was. 1,193,909 as at 
31st December, 1976, and 1,162,386 as at 31st December, 1975. 

3. The amount paid in fees to participating doctors was £10,355,398 in the 
year ended 31st December, 1976, and £8,799,708 in the year ended 
31st December, 1975. 

4. The amount paid for medicines was £18,102,800 in the year ended 
31st December, 1976, and £15,149,576 in the year ended 31st December, 
1975. 

5. The overall payment per panel patient in the year ended.31st December, 
1976, \Mas £24.54 and in the year ended 31 st December, 1975, was 
£21.93. 

6. 79.59% of patients covered by the Scheme received services in the year 
ended 31st December, 1976, from doctors paid by fee and 76.75% 
received services in the year ended 31st December, 1975. 

Note: £867,272 paid to Pharmacists in 1976 in respect of a balance of retrospective fees 
for the years 1972, 1973 and 1974 are not included inA and 5 above. 

STATISTICS IN GREATER DETAIL ARE GIVEN IN THE FOLLOWING PAGES 

·9 
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Table I. Number of Doctors participating· in the Choice of Doctor scheme. 

As at 31st December, 1976 

Health Board Former District Former District Doctors wholly Total Former District 

Medical Officers Medical Officers paid on a fee " Medical Officars 
who opted for who opted for fee per item of who opted for 

payment by way per ite~ of s~rviC8 service basis payment by way of 
of salary but are guaranteed salary 

8 minimum s'nnual , • 
payment 

Eastern 23 40 382 445 27 
Midland 3 17 61 81 4 
Mid-Western 13 21 66 100 14 
North-Eastern 10 24 67 101 11 
North-Western 9 24 57 90 11 '-
South·Eastern 5 42 87 134 6 
Southern 14 45 140 199 13 
Western 13 35 98 146 13 

TOTAL 90 248 958 1,296 99 

• Included in these figures are 10 doctors having a,guaranteed payment for one year as at 31st December, 1976. 

t Included in these figures are 10 doctors having a guaranteed payment for one year aS,at 31st December, 1975. 

As at 31st December, 1975 

Former District Doctors wholly Total 
Medical Officers , paid on a fee 

who opted for fee per item of 
per item of service service basis 
but are guaranteed 
8 minimum annual t 

payment 

39 365 431 
16 62 82 
28 56 98 
25 65 101 
25 50 86 
42 84 132 
48 133 194 
39 94 146 

262 909 1,270 

... 
Where a doctor has a contract with more than one Health Board, he is included in the above table only in'the figure for the Heal.th Board where'in the majority of his patients reside. 

, " 



Table 2. Number of Pharmacies participating in the Choice of Doct9r scheme. 

Heallh Board As al 3151 December, 1976 As al 3151 December .. 1975 

Eastern 421 402 

Midland ,56 60, 

Mid·Western 101 100 

North·Eastern 96 104 

North·Western 74 '76 

South· Eastern 112 114 

Southern 175 177 

Western 111 112 

Total 1,146 1,145 

, . 

" . 

(I 
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Table 3.: The overall payment per eligible patient.. ... 

Health Board Year. ended 31st December. 1976 Year ended 31 st December. 1975 

£ £ 

Eastern 29.99 27.30 

Midland 22.63 20.14 

Mid·Western 24.50 21.45 

North·Eastern !. 24 . .12 21.74 

North-Western . 23.50 20.49 
South·Eastern 21.06 18.99 

Southern 25.72 22.52 

Western 20.84 18.94 

National £24.54 £21.93 

79.59% of patients covered by the scheme received services in the year ended 31st December. 1976, from Doctors paid by fee 
(76.75% in 19751. 

Retrospective payment to Doctors for period 1st August, 1976 to 31st October, 1976, paid in 1977, is not included in the above 
figures. 

Retrospective payment of fees to Pharmacists for period 1 st August, 1976 to 31 st December, 1976, paid in 1977, is not included in 
the above figures. 

~ 
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Table 4. The number of persons covered by Medical Cards. 

Health Board Number of Persons (including dependants I Health Board Number of Persons (including depen-
covered by Medical Cards as at:- dantsl covered by Medical Cards as at: 
31/12/"76 31/12/'75 31/12/"76 31/12/"75 

EASTERN NORTH·WESTERN 
Dublin 203,148 192,476 Donegal 71,804 71,858 
Wicklow 23,921 22,965 Leitrim 15,882 15,658 
Kildare 26,872 23,782 Sligo 27,469 26,176 
TOTAL 253,941 239,223 TOTAL 115,155 113,692 

MIDLAND SOUTH-EASTERN 
Longford 15,615 14,924 Carlow 17,091 17,302 
Westmeath 24,387 23,345 Kilkenny 26,865 26,476 
Offaly 26,199 24,005 Tipperary S. R. 31,184 30,093 
Laois 19,130 20,017 Waterford 31,941 29,179 
TOTAL 85,331 82,291 Wexford 37,576 40,128 

TOTAL 144,657 143,178 

MID·WESTERN SOUTHERN 
~ Clare 30,306 29,628 Cork 124,365 121,197. ," Limerick 57,974 56,327 Kerry 52,508 57,448 

Tipperary N.R. 19,643 18,055 TOTAL 176,873 178,645 
TOTAL 107,923 104,010 

NORTH·EASTERN WESTERN 
Cavan 28,220 27,111 Galway 91,353 88,249 

• Louth 30,824 27,560 Mayo 72,926 75,718 
Meath 31,040 30,392 Roscommon 29,275 29,574 
Monaghan 26,391 24,743 TOTAL 193,554 191,541 
TOTAL 116,475 109,806 

GRAND TOTAL 1,193,909 1,162,386 

Note: Average number of persons covered by a Medical Card is two (21. 

'-3 



Table 5. Size of Lists of Doctors pai<:i by fee as.at 31st December, 1976. 

Number of Doctors with list of:-
Less than . , . 

Health Board 250 persons 250-499 500·999 1 .000·1 ,499 1,500·1,999 2,000·2,499 2,500·2,999 3,000 and over 

Eastern 128 85 120 68 31 3 
Midland 10 9 21 24 12 8 
Mid·Western 10 9 19 26 14 3 2 

North·Eastern 11 6 21 21 14 9 2 
North·Western 13 6 5 21 20 7 7 1 
South-Eastern 12 12 38 34 22 4 1 
Southern 27 27 59 39 22 13 2 
Western 12 9 25 38 23 20 3 2 

TOTAL 223 163 308 271 158 67 14 6 

.' 
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Table 6. Size of Lists of Doctors paid by fee as at 31 st December, 1975. 

Health Board Number of Docto ... with list of:· 
Less than 
250 pe ... ons 250-499 500·999 1.000·1,499 ·1,500·1,999 2,000·2,499 2,500·2,999 3,000 and over 

Eastern 134 70 107 60 29 3 
Midland 7 8 21 20 15 7 
Mid-Western 7 5 18 23 12 5 2 
North-Eastern 9 4 20 21 14 8 1 1 

North-Western 8 5 4 18 20 7 8 1 

South-Eastern 7 13 33 35 21 5 1 

Southern 21 29 53 36 19 18 3 
Western 7 8 23 38 19 18 7 3 

TOTAL 200 142 279 251 149 71 21 6 

, 

. , 
15 



Table 7. 

Health Board 

Eastern 

Midland 

Mid·Western 

North·Eastern 

North-Western 

South·Eestern 

SOuthern 

Western 

TOTAL 

16 

Number of patients covered by the scheme falling within the different 

mileage categories provided for under the fee structure. 

Number of patients living a distance hom the doctor of:-
UP to 3 m'j 3 miles p to 5 miles 5 m'les up to 7 miles I es u I 7 miles uP to 10 miles 
31st Dec 76 31st Dec 75 31st Dec 76 31st Oec75' 31st Dec 76 31st Dec 75 31 st Dec 76 31st Dec 75 

No. % No. % No. % No. % No. .% No . . % No. % No. % 

231.717 91.3 217,807 91.0 9.996 3.9 9.9~7 4.2 8,440 3.3 7,700 3.2 2.748 1 .1 2.664 D 

44.173 51.7 41.998 51.0 16,654 19.5 15.977 19.4 17,217 20.2 16,428 20.0 6,204 7.3 6,687 8.1 

62.926 58.4 60,717 58.4 15.979 14.8 15.287 14.7 19,682 18.2 18,448 17.7 7,712 7.1 7,739 7.4 

57.014 49.0 52.691 48.0 23.955 20.6 23,206 21.1 29.121 25.0 27,853 26.4 4,821 4.1 4,637 4.2 

44,207 38.3 43.493 38.3 27,355 23.8 27.346 24.1 25.999 22.6 25,829 22.7 12,996 11.3 12.730 11.2 

82.064 56.8 80,546 56.3 26.091 18.0 26.146 18.3 27,418 19.0 27.602 19.3 6,553 4.5 6.476 4.6 

97.914 55.4 96.039 53.8 22.354 12.6 23,288 13.0 30,735 17.4 31,531 17.7 
1

,4
•178 8.0 15.067 8.4 

72.782 37.7 68,268 35.6 42.840 22.1 44.337 23.1 38,567 19.9 39,397 20.6 25,212 13.0 25.105 13.1 

692.797 58.0 661.559 56.9 185j24 15.5 185.534 16.0 197.179 16.6 194.788 16.7 80.424 6.7 81,095 7.0 

Over 10 m'les I 

31st Dec 76 31st Dec 75 
No. % No. % 

1,040 0.4 1.105 0.6 

1.083 1.3 1.201 1.5 

1.624 1.5 1,819 1.7 

1,564 1.3 1,419 1.3 

4.598 4.0 4.294 3.8 

2.531 1.7 2,408 1.7 

11,692 6.6 12.730 7.1 

14,163 7.3 14,434 7.5 

38,285 3.2 39,410 3.4 



Table 8. Number of consultations by Doctors paid by fee. 

Number of Consultations each month by Doctors p~id by fee in year ended:-
31st December, 1976 ·31st December, 1975 

Month Surgery Domiciliary Total Surgery Domiciliary Total 

January 401,771 113,677 515,448 380,765 119,490 500,255 
February 406,902 118,709 525,611 371,676 109,070 480,746 
March 453,699 150,618 604,317 346,165 104,002 450,167 
April 404,494 113,070 517,564 385,936 107,396 493,332 

May 404,272 99,931 504,203 384,051 99,097 483,148 

June 401,819 92,569 494,~88 351,428 91,954 443,382 

July 394,013 88,442 482,455 369,198 88,621 457,819 

August 393,333 85,424 478,757 378,604 80,940 459,544 

September 400,017 88,798 488,815 387,005 92,039 479,044 

October 398,097 94,316 492,413 . 414,003 102,433 516,436 
November 412,139 102,467 514,606 374,829 98,803 473,632 

December 374,054 109,050 483,104 390,385 113,503 503.888 

TOTAL 4,844,610 1,257,071 6,101,681 4,534,045 1,207,348 5,741,393 
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Table SA. Ratio of Surgery' and Domiciliary C~nsultations to Total Consultations. 

Vear ended 31st December, 1976 ' Vear ended 31st December, 1975 . 

Health Board Surgery' . Domiciliary Surgery Domiciliary 

Eastern 77.80% 22.20% ._ 78.23% 21.77% 
Midland 81.24% 18.76% 80.06% 19.94% .. , 
Mid-Western 81.80% 18.20% 80.99% 19.01% 
North-Eastern 80.73% 19.27% 80.16% 19.84% 
North-Western 76.59% 23.41% 74.91% 25.09% 
South-Eastern 77.03% 22.97% 76.03% 23.97% 
Southern 78.94% 21.06% 79.01% 20.99% 
Western 83.49% 16.51% 82.75% 17.25% 

NATIONAL 79.40% ' 20.60% 78.97% 21.03% 

18 



Table8B. Number of Consultations in each Health Boa'rd area by Doctors paid by fee '. 

31st December, 1976 31st December, 1975 

Health Board Surgery Domiciliary Total Surgery Domiciliary Total 

i Eastern 1,215,488 346,755 1,562,243 1,132,692 315,2()8 1,447,900 

Midland 344,958 79,669 424,627 317,635 79,122 396,757 

Mid·Western 400,410 89,093 489,503 365;356 85,778 451,134 . 
North·Eastern 461,040 110,023 571,063 432,136 106,982 539,118 

North·Western 408,380 124,796 533,176 364,318 122,008 486,326 

South·Eastern 550,421 164,123 714,544 525.63~ 165,674 691,312 

Southern 769,624 205,309 974,933 725,957 192,829 918,786 

Western 694,289 137,303 831,592 670,313 139.747 810,060 

TOTAl. 4,844,610 1,257,071 6,101,681 4,534,045 1,207,348 5,741,393. 

19 



Table 9. Visiting Rate. . . 
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Table 10. Number of Doctors paid by fee in visiting rate categories. 

EASTERN HEALTH BOARD 

Year ended 31st December. 1976. (Year ended 31st December. 1975, in bracketsl 

Visiting Rate:-
Doctors with lists.of:- Under 1 1·1.9 2·3.9 4·5.9 

I 
6·7.9 

, 

100·249 1 (3) 2 (13) 3 (6) 17 (13) 21 (14) 

250-499 - (3) - (4) 4 (3) 28 (25) 33 (19) 

500-999 2( 1) -( 1) 1 (7) 23 (21) 62 (45) 

1,000-1 ,499 - - 1. (3) 25 (23) 35 (23) 

1 ,500·1 ,999 - - 1 (1) 15 (13) 11 (8) 

2,000-2,499 - - - (1) 2 (1) 1 (1) 

2,500-2,999 - - - - -

3.000 and over - - - - -

TOTAL 3(7) 2 (18) 10 (21) 110 (96) 163(110) 

Visiting rate is the total number of consultations divided by total number of patients on list. 
Doctors with panels of less than 100 patients are not included in the above table. 

8·9.9 10·.11.9 

10 (9) 5 (3) 

17 (14) 3 (1) 

28 (27) 3 (3) 

6 (10) 1 ( 1 ) 

4 (7) -
- -
- -
- -

65 (67) 12 (8) 

12·13.9 14·.15.9 16 .. 17.9118.19.9 120 and over 

2 (-) 1 (2) - 1 H 1 H 

- - - (1) - -
1 (2) - - - -
- - - - -
- - - - -
- - - - _ .. 
- - - - -
- - - - -
3 (2) 1 (2) - (1) 1 H iH 

21 
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Table II. Number of Doctors paid bv fee in visiting rate categories. 

MIDLAND HEALTH BDARD 

Year ended 31st December, 1976. (Year ended 31st December, 1975, in brackets I 

VisitiilQ Rate:-
Doctors with lists of:-

. 
Under 1 1·1.9 2'3.9 4·5.9 6·7.9 

. 

100·249 - - (1) - 1H -(1) 

250·499 1 (1) - (1) 1 (1) 4 (2) 2 (3) 

500·999 - - (1) - (2) 16( 12) 4 (5) 

1,000· 1,499 - - 1 (2) 20 (16) 3 (2) 

1,500·1,999 - - - (2) 8 (8) 4 (5) 

2,000·2,499 - - - 7 (6) 1 (1) 

2.500·2,999 - - - - -
3,000 an.d over - - - - -

TOTAL 1 (1) - (3) 2(7) 56(44) 14(17) 
.. 

Visiting rate is the total numb~r of .consultations divided by total number of patients on list. 
Doctors with panels of less than 100 patients are not included in the above table. 

8·9.9 10·11.9 

I 2H -

- -
~ (1) 1 H 
- -
- -
- -
- -
- -

2 (1) 1 H 

12·13,9 14·15.9 16·17.9· 18·19.9 '-0 and 0 var 

• - - - - -
- - 1H - -
- - - - -
- - - - -
- - - - -
- - - - -
- - - - -
- - - - -
- - 1H - -
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Table 12. Number of Doctors paid by fee in visiting rate categories. 

MIDWESTERN HEALTH 80ARD 

Year ended 31st December. 1976. (Year ended 31st December. 1975, in brackets). 

Doctors with lists of:- Under 1 
I 

, 

1 
2·3.9 

1 1 
1-1 .~f 1 4·5.9 6·7.9 
-

. ; , 

Visiting Rate:-

100-249 - 1 (1) - (2) - 3 (2) 

250-499 1(-) 1(-) 2 (2) 4 (2) 1 (1) 

500·999 - 1(1 ) 4 (6) 12 (9) 2 (2) 

1 ,000-1,499 - - 4 (6) 17 (13) 3 (2) 

1,500-1,999 - - 4 (2) 7 (8) 3 (2) 

2,000-2,499 - - - 2 (5) 1(-) 

2,500-2 ,999 - - - 2 (2) -
3,000 a nd over - - - - -
TOTAL 1(-) 3 (2) 14 (18) 44 (39) 13 (9) 

Visiting rate is the total number of consultations divided by total number of patients on list. 
Doctors with panels of less than 100 patients are not included in the above table. 

8·9.9 110.11.9 

! 
1(-) -
- -
- -
2(-) -
- (2) -
- -
- -
- -

3 (2) -

12·13.9 
1 

14·15.9 116.17.9! 18·.19.9 20 and over 

- - - - -
- - - - -
- - - - -
- - - - -
- - - - -
- - - - -
- - - - - -

- - - - -

- - - - -
. 



Table 13. N umber of Doctors paid by fee in visiting rate categories. 

NORTH-EASTERN HEALTH BOARD 

Year ended 31st December, 1976. (Year ended 31st December, 1975, in brackets) 

Visiting Rate:-
Doctors with lists of:- I Under 1 I 1·1.9 I 2·3.9 

I 
4-5.9 6-7.9 

100-249 1 (-) 1 (2) - (1) - 2{-) 

250-499 - - 1 (-) 3 (3) 1(1) 

500-999 - (1) - 1 (3) 14 (11) 6 (5) 

1 ,000-1 ,499 - - 1 (3) 15 (12) 5 (6) 

1,500-1 ,999 - - 1 (1) 8(7) 5 (6) 

2,000-2,499 - - 2 (2) 4 (3) 3 (3) 

2,500-2,999 - - - - (1) -
3,000 and over - - 1 (1) 1{-) -

TOTAL 1 (1) 1 (2) 7 (11) 45(37) 22 (21) 

Visiting rate is the total number of consultations divided by total number of patients on list. 
Doctors with panels of less than 100 patients are not included in the above table. -

8·9.9 

1 (1) 
. 

-
-
-
-
-
-
-

1 (1) 

10.11.9 12·13.9 I 14·15.9 16·17.9 18-19.9 20 and 0 

- - (1) - - - - ' . 
- 1 (-) - - - -
- - - - - -
- - - - - -
- - - - - -
- - - - - -
- - - - - -
- - - - - -

- 1(1) - - - -

• 

• 
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Table 14. Number of Doctors paid by fee in visitingrate categories. 

NORTH·WESTERN HEALTH BOARD 

Vear ended 31st December. 1976. (Vear ended 31st December, 1975, in brackets) 

Visiting Rate:-
Doctors with lists of:- Under 1 ,., .9 2·3.9 4·5.9 

I 
6·7.9 

I 

10()'249 - 1 :-) 1 (2) 3(-) 1 (-) 

250-499 - (2) - - 3 (2) 3 (1) 

50()'999 -(1) - - 3 (-) 2 (3) 

1,000·1 ;499 - 1 (-) 2 (2) 13 (12) 4 (3) 

1 ,50()'1 ,999 - - 4 (4) 11 (12) 5 (4) 

2,000·2;499 - - 1 (1) 5 (6) 1(-) 

2,500·2,999 - - 1 (1) 5 (6) 1 (1) 

3,000 and over - - - 1 (1) -

TOTAL - (3) 2(-) 9 (10) 44 (39) 17 (12) 

Visiting rate is the total number of consultations divided by total number of patients on list. 
Doctors with panels of less than 100 patients are not included in the above table. 

I B·9.9 1 10.11.9 
I 

, 
1(-) -
- -
- -
1 (1) -
- -
- -
- -
- -
2 (1) -

1 
12·13.9 

1 
14·15.9 

1 
16·17.9 18·19.9 I 20 and over 

J 

- - - - -
- - - - -

.. 
- - - - -
- - - - -, .. 
- - - - -

, . 
- - - - -

, . 
- - - - -
- - - - -

- - - - -

'2 
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Table 15. Number of Doclors paid by fee in visiling rale calegories. 

SOUTH·EASTERN HEALTH BOARD 

Vear ended 31st December, 1976. (Vear ended 31st December, 1975, in bracketsl 

Visiting Rate:-
Doctors with lists 01:- Under 1 1·1.9 2·3.9 4·5.9 &7.9 .. 

10()'249 - -(1 ) 4H 1(2) -
25()'499 -(1 ) -( 1) 1 ( 1 ) 7(9) 4H 
50()'999 - lH 2(3) 23( 17) 11 (10) 

1000·1499 - - 3(6) 28(24) 3(5) 

1500·1999 - - 3(5) 12( 11) 7(4) 

2000·2499 - - lH 2(5) lH 

2500·2999 - - - - -
3000 and over - - 1( 1) - -, 

TOTAL -(1 ) 1(2) 15( 16) 73(68) 26(19) 

Visiting Rate is the total number of consultations divided by total number of patients on list. 
Doctors with panels 01 less than 100 patients are not included in the above table. 

B·9.9 10·11.9 

lH lH 
-(1) -
1(3) -
- -
-( 1) -
- -

- -
- -

2(5) lH 

12·13.9 14·15.9 16·17.9 1B·19.9 20 and 0 ver 

- - - - -
- - - - -
- - - - -

- - - - -
- - - - -
- - - - -
- - - - -
- - - - -

- - - - -

:1 
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Table 16. Number of Doctors paid by fee in visiting rate categories. 

SOUTHERN HEALTH BOARD 

Vear ended 31st December. 1976. (Vear ended 31st December. 1975. in brackets' 

Visiting Rate:-
Doctors with lists 01:- Under 1 1·1.9 2·3.9 

I 
4·5.9 6·7.9 

100-249 - 1(1) 1(3) 6 (1) 3 (2) 

250499 1(1) - (1) 4 (5) 9 (12) 12 (9) 

500-999 1(2) - (1) 3 (3) 36 (33) 18 (13) 

1,000-1,499 - - - (3) 24 (20) 13 (12) 

1,500-1,999 - - 4 (1) 9 (15) 8 (2) 

2,000-2,499 - - - (2) 8 (10) 5 (6) 

2,500-2,999 - - 1 (1) - (1) 1 (1) 

3,000 and over - - - - -

TOTAL 
, 

2 (3) 1(3) 13 (18) 92 (92) 60 (45) 

Visiting rate is the total number of consultations divided by total number of patients on list. 
Doctors with panels of less than 100 patients are not included in the above table. 

8·9.9 

3(-) 

1 (1) 

1 (1) 

2(-) 

1 (1) 

-
-
-

8 (3) 

10·11.9 12·13.9 14·15.9 16·17.9 18·19.9 20 and 0\ 

1(-) - - - - -
- - - - - -
- - - - - .'-
- (1) - - - - -
- - - - - -
- - - - - .-
- - - - - -
- - - - - -

1(1 ) - - - - -
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Table 17. Number of Doctors paid by fee in visiting rate categories. 

WESTERN HEALTH BOARD 

Year ended 31st December. 1976. (Year ended 31st December, 1975, in bracketsl 

Visiting Rate:-
Doctors with lists of:- Under 1 11-1.9 2·3.9 

1 

4·5.9 6·7.9 

100·249 - - (1) -(1) 3(-) 1 H 

250-499 - (2) - - (1) 5 (5) 3 (-) 

500·999 2 (3) - 7 (5) 13 (13) 3 (2) 

1 ,000· 1 ,499 lH - (1) 8 (3) 28 (29) 1 (5) 

1,500·1,999 - - 6 (8) 15 (10) 2 (1) 

2,000·2,499 - - 7 (6) 12 (10) 1 (2) 

2,500.2,999 - - 1 (4) 1(2) 1 (1) 

3,000 and over - - 1 H 1 (2) - (1) 

TOTAL 3 (5) - (2) 30 (28) 78 (71) 12 (12) 

Visiting rate is the total number of consultations divided by total number of patients on list. 
Doctors with panels of less than 100 patients are not included in the above table. 

1 8·9.9 1 10.11.9 

- 1 (-) 

1(-) -
- -
- -
- -
- -
-' -
- -
1( --I 1 (-) 

12·13.9 14·15.9 16·17.9 18·19.9 
I 

20 and over 

,. 
- - - - - i' i, 
- - - - -
- - - - -
- - - - -
- ._. - - -

- - - - -
- - - - -
- - - - -

- - - - -

. , 

, 

r 



Table 18. Number of Doctors paid by fee invisiling ralecalegories. 

, NATIONAL 

Year ended 31st December, 1976 (Year ended 31st December, 1975, in brackets). 

Visiting Rate:-

Doctors with lists of:-

Under 1 1-1.9 2-3.9 4-5.9 6-7.9 

100 - 249 2 (3) 6 (20) 9 (15) 31 (16) 31 (19) 

250 - 499 3 (10) 1 (7) 13 (13) 63 (60) 59 (34) 

500- 999 5 (8) 2 (4) 18 (29) 140(116) 108 (85) 

1,000 - 1,499 1 (-) 1 (1) 20 (28) 170 (149) 67 (58) 

1,500 - 1,999 - - 23 (24) 85 (84) 45 (32) 

2,000 - 2,499 - - 11 (12) 42 (46) 14 (13) 

2,500'- 2,999' - - 3 (6) 8 (12) 3 (3) 

3,000 and over - - 3 (2) 3 (3) - (1) 

TOTAL 11 (21) 10 (32) 100(129) 542 (486) 327 (245) 

Visiting Rate is the total number of consultations divided by total number of patients on list. 
Doctors with panels of less than 100 patients are not included in the above tables. 

8-9.9 10-11.9 

19 (10) 8 (3) 

19(16) , 3 (1) 

30 (32) 4 (3) 

11(11) 1 (2) 

5 (11) -
- -
- -

- -

84 (80) 16 (9) 

12-13.9 14-15.9 16-17.9 18-19.9 ·20 ~md over 

2 (1) 1 (2) - 1 (-) : 1 ;(-) 

1(-) 1 (1) 
.. .:... - -

1 (2) - - - -
- - - - -
- - - - -
- - - - -
- - - - -
- - , - - -

4 (3) 1 (2) 1 (1) 1(-) 1(-) 

'29 
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Table 19. 

Health Board 

Eastern 
Midland 
Mid·Western 
North·Eastern 
North·Western 
South· Eastern 
Southern 
Western 

TOTAL 

Payment for consultations to Doctors paid by fee. 

Year ended 31st December. 1976 

£ 

2,491,463 
719,54~ 

822,155 
979,139 
967,536 

1,236,317 
1,696,018 
1,443,227 

£10,355,398 

Year ended 31st December. 1975 

£ 

2,098,415 
610,253 
684,888 
832,591 
800,D15 

1,069,672 
1,428,890 
1,274,984 

£8,799,708 

Retrospective payment for period 1st August, 1976 to,31st October. 1976 amounting to £66,878. paid in 1977, is not included 

in the above figures. 

Table 19A. Average payment to Doctor per patient. 

(Total payment for consultations to doctors paid by fee divided by the total number of patients on their panels). 

Health Board Year ended 31st December. 1976 Year ended 31st December, 1975 

Eastern 
Midland 

Mid·Western 
North·Eastern 
North·Western 
South· Eastern 
Southern 
Western 

NATIONAL 

£ £ 

10.52 
8.87 
8.60 
9.13 
9.25 
8.78 
9.83 
7.95 

£9.24 

9.7,6 
8.03 
7.69 
8.37 
8.36 
8.01 
8.58 
7.41 

£8.40 

Retrospective payment for period 1st August, 1976 to 31st October, 1976, paid in 1977, i,not inCluded in the above figures. 



Table 19B Average payment to Doctor per consultation. 

(Total payment for. consultations to Doctors paid by fee divided by total number of these consultations). 

Health Board 

Eastern 
Midland 
Mid-Western 
North-Eastern 
North-Western 
South-Eastern 
Southern 
Western 

NATIONAL 

Vear ended 31st December. 1976 

£ 

1.59 
1.69 
1.68 
1.71 
1.81 
1.73 
1.74 
1.74 

£1.70 

Vear ended 31st December. 1975 

£ 

1.45 
1.54 
1.52 
1.54 
1.65 
1.55 
1.56 
1.57 

£1.53 

Retrospective payment for period 1st August. 1976 to 31st October. 1976. paid in 1977. is not included in the above figures. 
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Table 20. Number of prescriptions dispensed by Pharmacists. 

Year ended 31st D·ecember; 1976 

Health Board 

Eastern 
Midland 
Mid·Western 
North·Eastern 
North-Western 
South· Eastern 
Southern 
Western 

Total Number of Forms 

Number of Forms 

1,444,762 
316,926 
443,856. 
467,532 
403,331 
501,439 
808,224 
588,786 

4,974,856 

Total Number of PrescriPtio[ls 10,270,709 

Year· ended 31st Deceinber. 1975 

'Number"of Forms 

1,317,456 
289,793 
40(965 
427,220 
369,863 
474,423 
751,842 
575,022 

4,607,584 

9,?98,74Q 

Note: The average number of prescriptions per form for the year ended 31st December. 1976 was 2.06 (2.08 in 1975) 



Table 21. Analysis of payment to Pharmacists in respect of prescriptions. 

Total cost of Prescriptions for each Health Board and average cost ,Per form 
Vearended 31st December. 1976 Vear ended 31st December. 1975 

Health Board Cost Cost Per Form Cost Cost Per 'Form 

£ £ £ £ 

Eastern 4,728,049 3.27 3,926,283 2.98 

Midland 958,730 3.03 770,197 '2.66 

Mid·Western 1,529,249 3.45 1,232.738 3.07 

North·Eastern 1,551,926 3.32 1,239,606 2.90 

North-Western 1,324,999 3.29 1,054,101 2.85 
South-Eastern 1,462,634 2.92 1,217,519 ' 2.57 
Southern 2,609,728 3.23 2,154,485 2.87 
Western 1,~54,502 3.32 . 1,658,491 2.88 

TOTAL £16,119,817 £3.24 £ 13,253,420 £2.88 

Retrospective payment for period 1st August 1976 to 31st December 1976 amounting to_£130,397 paid in 1977 is not included inthe above figures_ 
Note: The averaga cost per prescription item was·£1.57 for year ended 31st December. 1976 (£1.38 in 1975) 
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Table 22. 

Health Board 

Eastern 

Midland 

Mid-Western 

North-Eastern 

North-VJestern 

South Eastern 

Southern 

Western 

TOTAL 

Total cost of prescriptions divided as between ingredient cost, dispensing 
fee and value added tax. 

Vear ended 31st December. 1976 Vear ended'31st December, 1975 

Ingredient Cost Dispensing Fee V.A.T. Total Ingredient Cost o ispensi ng Fee 
£ £ £ £ f £ 

3,195,898 1,465,783 66,368 4,728,049 2,607,227 1,278,675 

662,450 284,579 11,701 958,.130 517,651 245,913 

1,098,650 412,192 18,407 1,529,249 866,465 355,509 

1,091,143 444,005 16,778 1,551,926 850;283 379,900 

942,614 366,635 15,750 1,324,999 731,903 312,554 

1,010,020 , 436,141 16,473 1,462,634 819,645 388,030 

1,829,100 748,484 32,144 2,609,728 1,476,373 658,866 

1,383,522 547,124 23,856 1,954,502 1,142,738 501,429 

V.A.T. 
£ 

40,381 

6,633 

10,764 
9,423 

9,644 
9,844 

19,246 

14,324 

£11,213,397 £4,704,943 £201,477 £16,119,817 £9,012,285 £4,120,876 '£120,259 

Total 
£ 

3,926,283 

770,197 
1,232,738 

1,239,606 
1,054,101 
1,217,519 

2,154,485 
1,658,491 

£13,253,420 

Retrospective payment of revised fees for period 1st August, 1976 to 31st December, 1976, amounting to £130,397, paid in 1977 is not included in the above figures. 

Table 23 Prescription cost per Patient 
Total cost of prescriptions divided by total number of eligible persons less those persons for'whom doctors dispense 

Health Board Vear ended 31st December, 1976 Vear ended 31st December, 1975 

£ £ 

Eastern 1,9.61 17.58 

Midland 15.44 12.86 

Mid-Westem 15.86 14.25 

North-Eastern 15.40 13.02 

North-Western 13_79 11.55 

South-Eastern 13.19 11.b3 

Southern 16.86 14.45 

Western 13.54 12.18 

National £16.01 £13.99 

Retrospective payment in respect of revised fees for period 1st August, 1976 to 31st December, 1976, paid in 1977, is not included in the above figures, 



Table 24. Cost of Stock Orders. 

(Medicine supplied by Pharmacists to Dispensing Doctors, see page 5) 
._ __ I 

Vear ended 31st December, 1976 Vear ended 31st December, 1975 

Health Board Ingredient Cost Dispensi~g Fee VAT. Total Ingredient Cost Dispensing Fee VAT. 

£ £ £ £ £ £ £ 

Eastern 33,631 8,408 400 42,439 44,827 11,207 533 

Midland 158,115 39,529 1,881 199,525 157,396 39,349 1,873 

Mid·Western 122,198 30,549 1,454 154,201 114,289 28,572 1,360 

North·Eastern 122,613 30,653 1,459 154,725 130,705 32,676 1,555 

North·Western 239,179 59,795 2,846 301,820 205,676 51,4;9 2,447 

South· Eastern 254,471 63,618 3,028 321,117 241,643 60,411 2;875 

Southern 185,034 46,258 2,202 233,494 205,729 51,432 2,448 

Western 436,853 109,213 5,199 551,265 383,499 95,875 4,564 

TOTAL £1,552,094 £388,023 £18,469 £1,958,586 £1,483,764 £370,941 £17,655 

The cost of needles and syrin·ges which are available to all doctors and which in.year ended 31st December. 1976, amounted to £24,397 (1975· £23,796) is not 

included ,in above figures. 

Total 

£ 

56,567 
198,618 

144,221 

' 164,936 

259,542 
304,929 

259~609 

483,938 

£1,872,360 

35 



36 

Table 24A. Cost per patient for whom Doctors dispense 

Cost'" per patient for whom Doctors dispense'(Value of Stock Orders obtained by Dispensing Doctors divided by the number of patients for whom they dispense). 
, . - . 

Health Board 

Eastern 

Midland 

Mid-Western 

North-Eastern 

North-Western 

South- Eastern 

Southern 

Western 

National 

Year ended 31st December. "976 . 

£ 

9.99 

9.00 
16.12 

11.74 

16.58 

9.29 

9.56 

10.96 

£ 11.09 

Year ended 31st December. 1975 

£ 

13.51 

9.82 

10.52 

16.44 

15.13 

9.13 

10.68 

9.69 

£10.83 

"·Relates to Stock Order costs only. However, some patients who have opted to have medicines dispensed by a doctor may also receive medicines 
from a pharmacist on a prescription form. 

Figures do not include Rural Dispensing fee paid to dispensing doctors (see Appendix ~) 



Table 25. Overall Cost of Medicine per Patient. 

Total cost of prescriptions plus Stock orders divided by the total~number of eligible persons 

Health Board Vear ended 31st December. 1976 

£ 
Eastern 19.47 

Midland 13.76 
Mid·Western 15.90 
North·Eastern 14.99 

North-Western 14.25 

South-Eastern 12.28 

Southern 15.89 
Western 12.89 

National £15.30' 

Vear ended 31st December. 1975 

£ 
17.54 

12:11 

13.76 

13.37 

12.13 

10.98 
13.94 

11.53 

£13.53 

• Retrospective payment of revised fees for period 1st August. 1976 to 31st December. 1976, paid in 1977, is not included in above figures. 
Figures do not include Rural Dispensing fee paid 10 dispensing doctor.; (see Appendix A). 

- " 
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Table 26. Number of Dispensing DocLOrs. 

Health Board As at 31st December. 1976 Asst 31st December, 1975 

Eastern 39 38 

Midland 31 33 

Mid·Western 43 38 

North·Eastern 34 35 

North·Western 41 32 

South· Eastern 70 67 

Southern 69 68 

Western 63 63 

Total 390 374 

Table 27. Number of palienls for whom Doclors dispense. 

Health Board Year ended 31st December, 1976 Year ended 31st December, 1975 

Eastern 4,250 4,187 
Midland 22,176 20,234 
Mid·Western 9,563 13,707 
North·Eastern 13,177 10,031 
North·Western 18,204 17,150 

South· Eastern 34,552 33,413 

Southern 24,415 24,305 
Western 50,307 49,929 

Total 176,644 172,956 
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Table 28. Advance payments to Pharmacisls. 

Amount advanced to Pharmacists as at:-
Health Board 31st December, 1976 31st December, 1975 

£ £ 

Eastern 269,138 207,645 
Midland 45,390 39,113 
Mid·Western 85,434 65,214 
North· Eastern 71,131 58,092 
North·Western 68,090 57,107 
South· Eastern 76,021 65,569 
Southern 143,970 116,617 
Western 121,271 103,665 

Total £ 880,445 £ 713,022 
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Table 29. Consultation Fees paidto Doctors for the year ended 31st Dec., 1976 in fee ranges. 

Number of Doctors in each fee range. 

Health Board Upto [2,501· £5,001· [7,501· [10,001· 
[2,500 [5,000 £7,500 £10,000 £12,500 

Eastern 156 (149) 86 (81) 59 (69) 53 (51) 35 (30) 

Midland 20 (18) 8 (13) 11 (17) 22 (13) 6 (11) 

Mid·Western 12 (8) 13 (12) 14 (17) 18 (16) 12 (5) 

North·Eastern 16 (15) 11 (16) 10 (12) 12 (12) 7 (14) 

North·Western 28 (16) 9 (3) 5 (7) 9 (10) 12 (14) 

South· Eastern 19 (20) 10 (17) 23 (27) 23 (23) 22 (20) 

Southern 41 (50) 25 (28) 28 (27) 21 (37) 38 (18) 

Western 28 (17) 17 (12) 12 (18) 24 (28) 25 (18) 

TOTAL 320 (293) 179 (182) 162 (194) 182 (190) 157 (130) 

Of the Doctors included in the "Up to £2,500" fee range, 112 had panels of less than 100 
patients. 13 of these Doctors entered the scheme during the year. There are 33 doctors 
included in the above table who commenced or resigned during the ye.ar. Pjlyments other 
than consultation fees, which are made by Health Boards, (see page No.8) are not included 
in above. 
(Year ended 31st December, 1975 in brackets). 

[12,501· £15,001· [17,501· [20,001· £25,001· 
£15,000 £17,500 £20,000 £25,000 £30,000 

18 (15) 22 (7) 12 (4) 4 (5) 3(-) 

10 (8) 7 (3) 5 (1) 2 (2) -
7 (6) 3 (3) 3 (2) 3 (1) 1 (-) 

12 (4) 7 (6) 6 (4) 5 (2) 2(-) 

7 (9) 8 (6) 5 (6) 9 (3) 2(-) 

14 (6) 10 (5) 3(4) 6(-) -

8 (10) 11 (10) 6 (1) 12 (6) 3 (3) 

14 (15) 13 (4) 7 (5) 7 (5) 2 (1) 

90 (73) 81 (44) 47 (27) 48 (24) 13 (4) 

£30,001· £35,001· £40,001· 
£35,000 £40,000 £45,000 

- - -
- - -
- - -
- - -

1 (1) - 1 (-) 

- - -
2(-) - -
1(-) - -

4 (1) - 1(-) 



Table 30. Number of Pharmacies in Dispensing Fee Ranges for' year ended 31sl December '1976. 

(Year ended 31st December. 1975 in bracketsl 

Health Board Up to £2.001' (4.001· (6.001· (S.OOl· (10.001· (12.001. (14.001· (16.001· £20.001· £25,001· (30.001· 35,001· Over 

£2,000 (4.000 (6,000 £8,000 (10.000 (12,000 (14.000 £16.000 £20.000 £25,000 (30,000 (35.000 40.000 40,000 

Eastern 165 1188) 119 1121) 651611 381211 13115) 11 IIi) 6 IS) 313) 3 11) 312) -111 -111 11-) 

Midland 6 Ill) 15117) 15112) 618) 816) 312) 

Mid·Western 24129) 31 13S) 23120) 141111 4111 1 12) 212) 2111 11-) 

North-Eastern 22 124) 23126) 25122) 915) 2 IS) 212) 3.111 2111 -11) 1 1-) 

North·Western 11 113) 20122) 11 117) 11 110) 1017) 513) 11-) 2 11) 11-;-) 

South·Eastern 21 127) 38143) 21 1111 10113) 714) 1 12) 1 111 11-) -111 1 1-) . , 

Southern 56154) 50159) 40 131) 10 Ill) 917) 6 (1) 1 12) 1 12) 313) 1 11) 2 111 

Western 20124) 19125) 30132) 17 114) 121111 31-) 315) 1 12) 512) -Ill 

.. Total 3251370) 3151351) 2301206) 115193) 65156) 32117) 17 116) 1019) 1518) 516) 412) -111 11-) . 

Of the Pharmacies included in the "Up to £2,000" Dispensing fee range 59 entered or left the scheme during the vear. 
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Table3!. The most commonly pre~cribeddrugs in the Scheme are listed below in the 
order of their,prescribing frequency. 

Approved name:-

1. Ampicillin 

2. Diazepam 
, ..... 

3. Tetracycline 

4. Diphenhydramine 
I 

5. Nitrazepam 

16. Indomethacin 

17. Frusemide 

18. Penicillin 

19. Ibuprofen 

20. Dextropropoxyphene 

'6. Digoxin 

7. Methyldopa 

B. Aluminium Hydroxide 

9. Paracetamol 

10. Barbiturates 

21. Amoxvcillin 

22. Norethisterone 

23. Salbutamol 

24. Mefenamic Acid 

25. Acetylsalicylic Acid 

11. Rauwolfia 

12. Trimethoprim 

13. Triprolidine 

14. Chlordiazepoxide 

15. Amitriptyline 

26. Phenylbutazone 

27. Betamethasone 

28. Potassium Chloride 

29. Metoclopramide 

30. Erythromycin 

" 



APPENDIX A. SCALE OF FEES PAY ABLE TO PARTICIPATING MEDICAL 
PRACTITIONERS. 

As at 1/3176 to From 
111176 3117176 lIB176 

Surgery Consultstlom:- ( £ ( 

(sl normal-hours 1.35 1.40 1.44 
Ib) outside normal hours other than lei 1.93 2.00 2.05 
lei midnight to 8 B.m. 3:84 3.99 4.09 

Domiciliary Consutletlons:-
(a' normal hours 

urban 2.02 2.10 2.15 
up to 3 miles 2.02 2.10 2.15 
'3 - 5 miles 2.61 2.71 2.7B 
5 -7 miles 3.55 3.6B 3.77 
7 - 10 miles 4.43 4.60 4.72 

over 10 miles 5.54 5.75 5.B9 

(bl Outside normal hours other than' Ie) - • 
urban 2.61 2:71 2.7B 
up to 3 miles 2.61 2.71 2.7B 
3 - 5 miles 3.40 3.53 3.62 
5 -7 miles 4.43 4.60 4.72 
7 -10miles 5.B9 6.11 6.26 
over 10 mila 6.92 7.1B 7.36 

Ie) midnight to 8 a.m. 
urban 5.17 5.37 5.50 
up to 3 miles 5.17 5.37 5.50 
3 -5 miles 6.64 6.B9 7.06 
6":" 7 miles 8.40 B.72 B.94 
7 - 10 miles 9.36 9.72 9.96 
over 10 miles 10.30 10.69 10.96 

Emergency Fee: 1.49 -1.5~ 1.59 

Rural Dispensing Fee: 1.49 1.55 1.59 

Locum and Practice Expenses Allowance: 172:00 .17B.OO '82.()(' 

Rural Practice Payment: 88".00 914.00 936.00 

Sessional Rates - Homes for ~ad: 9.11 9.46 9.70 

Where a doctor attends to more than one eligible patient' in 8 household in the course of a 
domiciliarv visit It fAA At thlt aoorooriate domiciliary rate is payable for the first patient and at the 
appropriate surgery rate for the other patient Is). 

Where a doctor attends eligible persons in a home for the aged. fees are payable on a sessional 
basis for routine visiting et a rate per three hour session Isee above). The appropriate 
domiciliary fee is payabla for non·routine calls to the home. 

APPENDIX B. SCALE OF FEES PAYABLE TO PARTICIPATING 
PHARMACISTS. 

. 
~ 

"As at I 113(76 to 
From 

111176 1 ___ : ' 118176 
31 n176 

£ £ ( 

Standard Fee INote 11 .43 .44 .47 

'Extemporaneous prescriPtions: 
iii addition of a liquid to 8 preformulated preparation in 

dry form (p:x'cepting eye drops and preparations for 
injections.) .B6 ~BB .94 

liilMixtures of not more than two proprietary or 
standard liquids. .B6 .BB .94 

(iii) All other extemporaneous preparations .B6 .BB .94 
(iv) Sterile eye drops I .B6 .BB .94 

.! 
Appliances: 
Fee payable for appliances .43 .44 .47 
Additional measuring and fitting fee where applicable .B6 .8B .94 

Dressings: 
For' up to 3 items on a form .43 .44 .47 
For 4 to 6 items on a form .B6 .BB .94 
(Pro rata increase for additional items) 

Urgent/Late dispensing other than between midnight to 
8.00 a.m. INote 2) .79 .B2 .B6 

Urgent/Late dispensing between midnight and 8.00 a.m. 

Whera pharmacist is resident on premises 1.05 1.09 1.14 
Where pharmacist is non resident • 2.10 2:1B 2.29 

Note 1. 
From 111176 37p basic Fee and 6p allowance for containers. obsolescence, etc. 
From 1/3/76 38p basic Fee and 6p allowance for containers. obsolescence. etc. 
From' 1 18176 40p basic Fee and 7p allowance for containers. obsolescence. etc. 

Note 2. 
Urgent fee prescriptions are those 60 specified by the prescriber and necessarily dispensed outside 
normal hours. 
Late fee prescriptions are those which .. though not marked urgant. are in exceptional circumstances 
necessarily dispensed outside normal hours by the pharmacist. having regard to the patients 
requirements. 

Suppli81 to dispensing doctol'1: 
Pharmacists supplying dispensing doctors are reimbursed on the basis of the basic trade price, with 
the addition of 25% on cost. 
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Pie Chart of lOlal amount paid LO Pharmacisls. 

1st JANUARY 1976 to 31st DECEMBER 1976 

• Ingredient Cost 

% 

70.6 

• Dispensing Fee 28.2 

V.A.T. 1.2 

TOTAL 100.0 



. ', ...... ,. ~. :, • ,I , _ L " _ <, 

Pie Chart of total expenditure by The General Medical 'Services Wayments) Board. 

1st JANUARY 1976 to 31st DECEMBER 1976 

• Pharmacists, 

% 

70.2 

• Doctors 28.3 

Administration 1.5 

100.0 
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Graph I. Eastern Health Board 

Visiting Rate: Relative Cumulative Frequency expressed as a percentage ... 
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Key: The above graph shows that, for exalTlple. 60% of all doctors paid by fee in the Eastern Health Board 
area had a visiting rate of 7.1·or.less. i . 
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Graph 2. Midland Health Board. 

Visiting Rate: Relative Cumulative Frequency expressed as a percentage: " 
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Key.: The above graph shows that, for example, 60% of all doctors paid by fee in the Midland Health Board 
area had a visiting rate of 5.3 or less. 
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Graph 3. Mid-Western Health Board. 

Visiting Rate: Relative Cumu lative Frequency expressed as a percentage 
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Key: The above graph shows that, for example, 60% of al I' doctors paid by fee in the 
Mid·Western Health Board area had a visiting rate of 5.3 or less. 



Graph 4. North-EaSlern HeaiLh Board. 

Visiting Rate: Relative Cumulative Frequency expressed as a percentage 
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Key: The above graph shows that, for example, 60% of all doctors paid by fee ill the 
North·Eastern Health Board area had a visiting rate of 5.7 or less. 
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Graph 5. North-Western Health Board. 

Visiting Rate: Relative Cumu lative Frequency expressed as a percentage. 
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Key: The above graph shows that, for example, 60% of all doctors paid by fee in the 
North·Western Health Board area had a visiting rate of 5.5 or less 



Graph·6. South-Eastern Health Board. 

Visiting Rate: Relative Cumulative Frequency expressed as a percentage 
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Key: The above graph shows that, for example, 60% of all doctors paid by fee in the 
South·Eastern Health Board area had a visiting rate of 5.6 or 
less. 
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Graph 7. 

Percentage 
of 
Doctors 

Southern Health Board. 

Visiting Rate: Relative Cumulative Frequency expressed as a percentage 

Visiting Rate 

Key: The above graph shows that, for example, 60% of all doctors paid by fee~n the 
Southern Health Board area had a visiting rate of 5.9 or less. 



Graph 8. 

Percentage 
of 
Doctors 

Western Health Board. 

Visiting Rate: Relative Cumulative Frequency expressed as a .• age 

Visiting Rate 

Key: The above graph shows that, for example; 60% of all doctors paid by fee in the 
Western Health Board area had a vising rate of 5.1 or less. 
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