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The Task 

I was given a task 
To Travellers I had to ask 

How do you feel about Health 
Education and Accommodation? 

When I was going around 
Doing surveys, I found 

Not all Travellers wanted to settle down. 

I hope that through the survey 
The authorities will see things our way. 

I would like to thank the Travellers 
For the tea and hospitality 
F or without co-operation 

Results we could not see. 

Elena 0 'Driscoll 
Member of Research Team 
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"What is done without us is against usn 

Learning for Life: White Paper on Adult Education, 2000 
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Foreword 

It is with great pleasure that we present "A New Tomorrow For Travellers?, A Study of 
Education, Accommodation and Heath Issues in the North Cork Area". The study was 
initiated by the North Cork Traveller Forum in response to the lack of documented 
statistics and facts on the Traveller community in North Cork. In order to progress the 
work of the North Cork Traveller Forum it was necessary to assemble this baseline 
data. 

This research project is a genuine collaboration between statutory agencies, local 
community groups and the Traveller community. The support of the Traveller Health 
Unit of the Southern Health Board, Le Cheile Family Resource Centre and Avondhu 
Development Group has been significant. However, it is the involvement of the 
Travelling community from the outset, and in particular their role in the collection of 
data, which has been crucial to the success of the project. 

The significance of the report is twofold. On one hand is the importance of the data and 
the recommendations. These we believe must contribute towards the planning and 
delivery of service to improve the quality of life of the Traveller community in the North 
Cork region. Of equal importance are the partnerships created through the process 
which will strengthen and enhance the work of the North Cork Traveller Forum in the 
future . 

We realise our work has only begun. However we are optimistic that this study has a 
very positive contribution to make to Travellers' Education, Accommodation and Health 
status over the coming years. A fundamental challenge will be how the statutory and 
voluntary bodies will assimilate this baseline data and use it in future organisational and 
programme development. 

We would like to pay tribute to all the Traveller community who took the time to 
participate in this research, especially the eight Traveller women who carried out the 
field work and whose efforts, commitment and insights contributed in a significant way 
to the success of the project. Finally, we would like to thank the members of the 
steering group who contributed very generously of their time and brought their 
considerable expertise to the project. 
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Background 
In October 1997, women from the Traveller community in North Cork identified the need 
to form a women's group and approached Le Cheile Family Resource Centre to 
facilitate its establishment. With the provision of a varied programme the group moved 
from strength to strength and expanded in number. As a result of the commitment 
shown by the group, FAs , Le CMile Family Resource Centre (Mallow) Ltd and 
Avondhu Development Group Ltd. further facilitated their development. 

The North Cork Traveller Forum was established in 2000 by Avondhu Development 
Group Ltd and the North Cork Traveller Group. Its aim is to facilitate the inclusion of the 
North Cork Traveller community in the decision making processes which affect their 
lives. The North Cork Traveller Forum hopes to develop integrated responses to 
Traveller needs, through encouraging the engagement of statutory agencies, 
community groups and voluntary groups in addressing Traveller issues. 

From the outset the Travellers were encouraged to represent their community at local, 
regional and national levels including representation on the Traveller Health Unit of the 
Southern Health Board, Local Traveller Accommodation Consultative Committee of 
North Cork County Council and the North Cork Traveller Forum. 

In January 2001 a decision was taken by the North Cork Traveller Forum to compile an 
accurate picture of education, accommodation and health needs. As a result of this 
decision a survey of the Traveller community in North Cork was undertaken. The 
process through which this study emerged has been an example of community 
development and partnership in action. It is innovative in that the need was identified by 
the North Cork Traveller Group and was addressed in a partnership approach with the 
various community, voluntary and statutory bodies through the North Cork Traveller 
Forum. 

A steering group of eight people with expertise and interest in the subject was fonmed 
as a sub-group of the North Cork Traveller Forum. With funding from Le Cheile Family 
Resource Centre (Mallow) Ltd (North Cork Traveller Group), the Southern Health Board 
and Avondhu Development Group Ltd. they set about developing the research project. 

A research co-ordinator was then appointed and eight Traveller women were selected 
by interview to form the data collection team. Each of these women is a member of the 
North Cork Traveller Group and had previously completed FAs courses. 

The three key areas that the study was concerned with were Education, 
Accommodation and Health. A total of 102 questions were asked with the facility for 
respondents to add further comment if required, this explained information that was not 
linked to questions and the opinions that emerged. 

A core advantage of conducting the research using a team from the Traveller 
community was the level of ease and comfort afforded to the respondents. A very high 
response rate of 96% was achieved and this can be attributed to the trust and 
openness shown by the Travellers to members of their own community. This could not 
have been achieved but for the professional way in which the data collection team 
approached their task. 
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THE RESEARCH TEAM 

Nora Dobson is a mother of two children , a boy and a girl. 
She has taken part in three FAs courses and has achieved 
her ECDL in computers. Nora really enjoyed doing the 
survey work. She also enjoys reading, decorating, gardening 
and looking after her children. 

Theresa McCarthy is a member of the North Cork Traveller 
Group. She is currently participating on a FAs course in 
Mallow. She lives in Charleville where she is married to 
Michael, a settled man. They have three children , Margarita 
seven, Annie two, and Michael six months. Theresa has lived 
in a house all her life and comes from a family of 14. She 
likes socialising and dancing 

Breda O'Donoghue is married and has five children , two 
boys and three girls. She is a member of the North Cork 
Traveller Group. Breda hopes that this study will result in 
improvements for Travellers and is especially interested in 
the health aspect. 

Ann O'Driscoll is a widow and mother of 14 children, all 
grown up now. They are all married but two. Ann has been 
living in a house for 30 years and wouldn't change her 
lifestyle. She loves her house. She is currently participating 
in her second Fas course, which she is enjoying very much. 
She says she has learned a lot on the courses and loves 
being with the other women on the course. She enjoys when 
her family takes her out for a meal and a drink 
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Bridget O'Driscoll is happily married to Paul and has three 
daughters, Bridget seven, Eleanor six, and Angela four. 
Bridget and Eleanor go to primary school and Angela goes to 
pre-school while Bridget is doing a FAs training course. 
Bridget was born and reared in a caravan and moved into a 
house three years ago. She came from a family of 20. 
Bridget did this research with the hope of improving things for 
Travellers. 

Elena O'Driscoll is married and a mother of five children , 
two boys and three girls. She is a member of the North Cork 
Travellers Group and is chairperson of Charleville Traveller 
Women's Group. Elena has represented the North Cork 
Travellers at the Southem Health Board Traveller Health Unit 
meetings. She hopes that she has been of help gathering 
together the information for the North Cork Travellers. 

Helen O'Driscoll is married to Thomas and has two children , 
Berni 11 , and John eight. Helen lived in a caravan when she 
was first married but has been living in a house for five and a 
half years . She is very involved with Ballyhoura 
Development Ltd . working for Travellers rights and 
entitlements. 

Berni Stokes is married 22 years and has nine children . She 
is a member of the North Cork Traveller Group. Bemie 
enjoys gardening and walking. She is currently participating 
in the FAs course in Mallow and hopes to go further. 
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Aims of the study 

• To ascertain the current situation of Travellers in the North Cork area relating to 
Accommodation 
Hea~h 

Education and Training 
and to convey the perspective of Travellers on these and associated issues in North 
Cork 

• To provide a profile of the Traveller population of North Cork in relation to the three 
main areas of the study 

• To provide training to a number of Traveller women in data collection skills 

• To gather baseline data to inform the development of responses such as the 
establishment of a Primary Hea~h Care Project in North Cork, the development of 
appropriate Education and Training initiatives and to inform responses to 
Accommodation issues 

• To make recommendations to the appropriate Voluntary, Community and Statutory 
bodies, which can respond effectively to the needs specified. 

• To inform the work of the North Cork Traveller Forum 

Objectives 

• General: 
1. To provide a demographic profile of the Traveller population in North Cork. 
2. To identify/suggest inter-agency relations which will focus on and support the needs of 

the Travelling community 

• Accommodation 
1. To establish the accommodation status of Traveller families 
2. To establish the Traveller perspective on accommodation issues 
3. To compile data on Traveller pattems of mobility 

• Health 
1. To explore the Traveller perspective on health and illness 
2. To gather data on the influence of Traveller values and beliefs on health care 
3. To gather information on the level of confidence and competency regarding hea~h care 
4. To gather information on the use of maternity, both pre-natal and post-natal services 

• Education 
1. To ascertain the levels of Traveller participation in education services 
2. To explore Traveller perspective on education for children and adults 

• Training 
1. To explore the training needs and interests of Travellers in North Cork 
2. To ascertain the current level of Traveller participation in education 
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Methodology 
The eight Traveller women who were selected for the task undertook a specific sixty-hour 
training in basic research methods and data collection. The course content included 
confidence building, communication skills and the specific skills employed in data collection. 

The women showed considerable enthusiasm and made great (some times extreme) efforts 
to attend the training programme. The demands made to organise their families were often 
exceptional. They prepared and sent children to school and dropped children in creches 
and pre-schools before attending training each day. Many travelled as far as 20 miles to the 
training centre. During the period of the training there were two tragic deaths directly 
affecting more than half the group, yet they managed to complete the training with only a 
slight delay to the time schedule. Having completed their training, the research team made 
a presentation to the Steering Group. The women were extremely nervous but also excited 
about this task. They developed an awareness of their self worth and a commitment and 
sense of ownership of the project. Later the team made an interim report to the North Cork 
Traveller Forum. Again this was a nerve wracking experience, but having completed the 
presentation, the team was elated. They were delighted to have the opportunity to speak to 
people from the statutory and voluntary bodies. The team was aware that they had some 
very important information to deliver and came away feeling elated and pleased that they 
had been listened to. This was a very positive experience for the team and fuelled their 
spirit to continue with the data collection. 

During the training course, the Research Team assisted the Steering Group and the 
Research Co-ordinator in compiling the research Questionnaire and in editing it to make the 
language and terminology more Traveller-friendly. 

Having completed the training, the team was divided into four pairs to cover the 
geographical area. The four areas covered were (a) the greater Mallow area; (b) Doneraile, 
Ballyhea, Newmarket, Kanturk; (c) Mitchelstown, Fermoy, Kilworth; and (d) Charleville. The 
Traveller Research Team identified the respondents. The team worked to an agreed set of 
deadlines for the piloting and completion of the interviews. Weekly supervision sessions 
were held with the Research Co-ordinator where work progress and standards were closely 
monitored. The data collection was carried out over a six-week period in March and April of 
2001 . 

For layout purposes the three sections - Health, Education and Training and 
Accommodation have been separated. The areas of study are, however interrelated, and 
so the document should be read in its entirety, as obviously accommodation effects health, 
while education and training affect health and accommodation. 

Study Area 
The study was carried out in the geographical area that includes North Cork Community 
Care Area (Southern Health Board) and the Cork County Council Northern Division. 
The main towns in the area are Mil/street, Newmarket, Charlevil/e, Mallow, 
Mitchelstown, Kilworth and Fermoy. The main areas of concentration of Travellers are 
Charlevil/e, Doneraile, Mallow, Fermoy, Kilworth, Mitchelstown and Watergrasshil/, with 
a smaller number living in rural areas. A total of 163 Traveller families were surveyed. 
Of these 83 families were living in Trailers and 80 families were housed. 
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SUMMARY OF MAIN FINDINGS 

Demographic Health 

.:. The total population surveyed is 796 .:. 155 families hold a current medical 
card 

.:. 163 families took part in the study - a 
response rate of 96% .:. 52% of those living in trailers do not 

usually go to the doctor named on 
.:. 128 families have children their medical card 

. :. There are 334 adults among the 163 .: . The most common illness among both 
famil ies settled and transient families is chest 

infection 
.:. There are a total of 450 children 

(under 18) .:. 60% of Travellers use Faith Healers 
and cures 

.:. 37% of children are under four years 
.:. Only 12% of women attend antenatal 

.:. 51 % of children are in the 5 -12 age classes 
group 

.:. Only 57% of women attend antenatal 
.:. 12% of children are in the 13-18 age clinics 

group 
.:. 56% want a Traveller Health Advisor 

.:. Only 1.6% of the Traveller population 
in North Cork are over 65 years of .:. 84% of Travellers living in trailers 
age support the need for a Primary Health 

Care Service. 
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Accommodation 

.:. 83 families are living in trailers - 79 
on the roadside - 4 in a halting site 

.:. 48% of the adult Traveller population 
live in trailers 

.:- 59% of Traveller children live in 
trailers 

.:. 80 families are living in houses 

.:. 80% of families living in trailers have 
no running water 

.:. 81 % of families living in trailers have 
no flush toilets 

.:. 85% of families living in trailers have 
no rubbish collection 

.:. 31 % of families living in trailers have 
no telephone 

.:. 93% of families living in trailers have 
no fire safety equipment 

.:. 53% of families do not wish to be 
accommodated in a house 

.:. 60% of Traveller families have 
extended family living with them and 
wish to continue like this 

Education 

.:. 33 children are attending creches/pre
schools - 26 of these are linked to 
FAs courses currently being run in 
Mallow and Doneraile 

.:. 27% (67) of children in the 5-12 age 
group are not attending primary 
school 

.:. 10% (16) said children should leave 
school after their confirmation 

.:. 98% (104) of children living in housed 
accommodation are attending primary 
school 

.:. 51 % (63) of children living in trailers 
are attending primary school 

.:. 48% (26) of the 13-18 year aids are 
not attending school 

.:. There are 
currently 
Colleges 

no young Travellers 
attending Third Level 

.:. 59% (204) of the adult population 
either didn't go to primary school at all 
or attended only to prepare for the 
Sacraments 

.:. 30% of women said they are 
interested in doing a training course 

.:. 5% of men said they are interested in 
doing a course 
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CHAPTER 1 DEMOGRAPHIC PROFILE 

The total population of Travellers surveyed in North Cork is 796. Only 1.6% of the Traveller 
population is over the age of 64 years compared to the national figure which stands at 11 %. 
The following table illustrates the age breakdown of the adult Traveller population in three 
age groups - 18 to 30, 31 to 64 and 65 and over. 

Age breakdown of adult population 

31-84 years (130) 

16-30 years (1 91 ) 

Age breakdown of Children 
The total number of children is 450. The study shows that 128 families have children. The 
following chart shows the breakdown of children's ages in three categories, which relate to 
school age categories: creche/pre-school age group under 4 years, primary school age 5-12 
years and post-prim'ary age 13 - 18 years. 

Age breakdown of children 

under 4 (1 67) 

5-12 (229) 

The following chart shows the age breakdown of children in transient and housed 

families . 

~1~ -.. _- ---[ ~--[~----[ ---~-
'~ '.. ' ,.' • ! r I I (. • " I • r ! . J , • 

Under 4 110 57 167 
5-12 123 106 229 
13-18 18 36 54 
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CHAPTER 2 EDUCATION AND TRAINING 

"Education is a right for each individual and a means to enhancing well being and 
quality of life for the whole of society". 

Charting our Education Future, 1995 

Creche/Pre-school 
It is not possible to give an accurate breakdown for creche and pre-school provision as the 
respondents did not distinguish between creche (0 to 2 years 9 months), and pre-school! 
the early school experience (2 years 9 months to school going age). 

Only 33 of the 167 children who are four years and under attend creches or pre-schools. 26 
of these children attend creche!pre-school facilities that are provided in conjunction with the 
two FAs training courses currently running in Doneraile and Mallow. These creche/pre
school facilities are organised, administered and run by Le Cheile Family Resource Centre 
(Mallow) Ltd. There are two children in Fermoy and five children in Charleville attending 
creche! pre-school facilities. 

Primary school 

Creche/pre-school aged children 

Number and Location 

Doneraile (16) 

Fermoy (34) 

Chaneloille (55) 

Others (8) 

Of the 229 children in the 5-12 age category, there are 167 (73%) attending primary school. 
According to the information provided by parents, 98% (104) of children in this age group 
living in houses are currently in school while 51 % (63) of those living in trailers are currently 
in school. Of those children living in trailers who are not attending school, 33% (40) came 
from families who stated that they move more than three times per year. While Traveller 
children are officially enrolled in schools, attendance is often quite poor. The travelling 
patterns reported in the accommodation section of the study point to a link between the 
movement patterns of Traveller families and the poor attendance of their children in school. 
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Primary School Attendance 

Li";ng in houses Li";ng in trailers 

Of the 183 families surveyed, two famil ies reported having difficuijies enrolling their children 
in school. 

Parents of children who are in primary school report meeting their children's teachers 
regularly wnh 51 % meeting teachers 2-5 times per year. 33% of parents reported meeting 
teachers once per year at annual parent teacher meetings. 16% reported that they did not 
meet teachers regularly or at all. It is not clear from the responses whether these meetings 
are meetings arranged to discuss their children's education or whether they are informal 
occasions where parents meet teachers without discussing educational issues or concerns. 

Number of Times Parents Meet Teachers 

per annum 

40%,------.-------.-------.-------.-------.------, 

Once Twice Three Four Five or more 

Important Things for Children to Learn 
Respondents were given the opportunity to state what they felt were the most important 
things for children to learn. The following are the things that parents felt were most 
important for their children to learn in life. 

More than half of parents specifically stated that reading (58%-94) and writing (52% -85) 
Here the most important things for their children to learn. A further 10% (16) identified a 
general education for their children as a priority. The following areas were also 
indicated as important - maths (9%), religion (8%), culture (8%), mannerslbehaviour 
(6%) and budgeting (4%). 
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0% 
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a) Reading 
b) Writing 
c) To be Educated 
d) Maths 
e) Culture 

IlJ1lOrtant Things for Children to Learn 

c 

[58%] 
[52%] 
[10%] 
[9%] 
[8%] 

d e f g ' h 

f) Religion/Culture 
g) Manners/Behaviour 
h) Making Friends 
I) Sports 
j) Budgeting 

Resource Teacher Seniice in Primary Schools 

[8%] 
[6%] 
[6%] 
[6%] 
[4%] 

There was concern expressed among parents about the Resource Teacher service in 
primary Schools. 30% of parents were unhappy with the service in ijs present form. The 
research asked people to make suggestions to improve the current system. The following 
are some of the changes suggested to the Resource Teacher service. 

Suggested changes to Resource Teacher Service 

Mix Traveller and Settled Children 28% 
Extra tuition after school 26% 
Don't know 24%-
Parents help children themselves 14% 
Individual help for children 8% 

28% of respondents stated that they would prefer an integrated service catering for both the 
needs of the settled and Traveller children together. 26% of parents wish their children to 
remain in class during school hours and receive any extra tuition required after school. 
However, 8% would prefer their children to receive individual help outside the classroom 
context. 14% of parents stated they would be able to provide the necessary support for their 
children, while 22% didn't offer any suggestion. 
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"The interfaces between the different levels of educational provision and the early 
school experience have a critical influence on learners' motivation and ability to access 
and progress in adult education and training" 

learning for Life: White Paper on Adult Education, 2000 

Post primary 
The research shows that while 73% (167) of children are attending primary school , this 
figure drops to 52% (28) in the 13-18 age group. When parents were asked what are the 
reasons for their children not staying on in school , 31 % stated that the subjects have no 
meaning to Traveller culture and lifestyle. Parents said that their children would never use 
such subjects as Science, Business Studies and languages. 

Number and Location of Young People in Post Primary Schools 

Area Enrolled Enrolled -Junfor Cert. Junior Cerl Leaving 
Sept 1997 Sept 20d0 June 2000 2001 Cert. 2001 

Mitchelstown 0 2 0 0 0 
Fermoy 1 0 0 1 0 
Mallow 1 1 0 1 0 
Charleville 2 4 0 1 0 
TOTAL 3 7 0 3 0 

From this and the following table we can compare the number of children leaving sixth class 
primary school and the numbers enrolling in post primary schools in 1997 and 2000. In 
1997 one third of children leaving primary school continued on to post primary education 
while in 2000, this figure rose to almost three quarters. Of the three young people who 
enrolled in post primary schools in 1997, none continued on to do a Junior Certificate. It 
would appear from discussions with both post primary and primary school principals that 
while young Travellers generally complete first year they begin to drop out from second year 
on. 

Number of Children leaving Primary School 

-. Area, Left June 1997 Left June 2000. 
Mitchelstown 0 1 
Fermoy 6 3 
Mallow 0 1 
Charleville 3 5 
Ooneraile 0 0 
TOTAL 9 10 
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What Stops Traveller Children Staying on in School? 

Subjects have no meanino to Traveller IifesMe 31% 
Moving around 24% 
Parents fear that schooling will lead to children 13% 
losino their culture and tradition 
Children feel different or left out 13% 
Teachers' attitudes to Traveller children 13% 
No place to do homework 12% 
No awareness of Traveller cu~ure in schools 12% 
Bullying 8% 
Travellers' attitudes to teachers 3% 

Note: Respondents had the option of choosing more than one reason for children not staying on 
at school hence the 129% result indicated on the table above. 

48% (26) of those in the 13-18 age bracket are not attending school . 15% (8) of this age 
group are attending training centres. It would appear that there is a low uptake on education 
provision for young people in the 14-16 age group. Youthreach and FAS provide training 
courses for young people over 16 years. When asked in the survey what those who are 
under 18 years of age and have left school are doing the most common replies were 

• Nothing 
• Helping at home 
• Working with father 

At present, there are Youthreach Centres in Mallow and Fermoy, but transport for young 
people to training centres can be an issue. Public bus services are costly and often the 
times they run do not dovetail with the opening and closing times for training centres. 
Mallow Youthreach provides transport by minibus to and from the centre. 

10% of those surveyed believe that Traveller children should leave school after 
confirmation. Then they would take up the traditional roles (where the girls would marry 
young, rear a family and be the homemaker, while the boys would become involved in their 
fathers' business). While the handing on of traditional roles and responsibilities is central to 
the Traveller way of life, the statutory bodies could support this tradition by providing 
culturally appropriate training courses for young Travellers to better equip them to fulfil their 
roles in life. 

Third Level Education 
There is no member of the Travelling community in North Cork studying at third level at 
present. 

Adult Education 
The formal education of children is not a priority for many Traveller families. This study 
shows that 48% (166) of adults either didn't go to primary school at all or left after their 
confirmation, while a further 11 % (38) only went to school to prepare for receiving their 
sacraments. Most didn't have positive experiences of school, which in tum makes it difficult 
for them to meet with school principals and teachers or deal with issues or problems in 
school. 
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Adult Training Courses 
11% (40) of those surveyed (all women) were doing a FAs course being run in either 
Mallow or Doneraile. A further 19% (65) of women and 5% (18) of men said they would be 
interested in doing a training course. Of those women interested. 38% (25) said they would 
do a course without being paid for it. This response came mainly from women who had 
already completed a course and placed a value other than monetary on training. Among 
Traveller women there was great support for courses involving both settled people and 
Travellers. Again. these women have already completed training courses and are seeking 
opportunities for integration with the settled community. The majority (70%) of women 
wishing to do a course wanted it run in the moming time. It is also very important for their 
participation that creche/pre-school facilities are provided in conjunction with any course 
that is being run . 

10%1--

Preferred Times for Courses for Women 

Morning 

Women only 

Afternoon 

Women's Preference 

for T raining Courses 

Travellers only 

Evening 

Mixed SettledfTravelier 
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Very few men 5% (18) expressed an interest in doing a training course. Many men fear that 
by participating their social welfare payments or other sources of income would be affected. 
This is a very real concem and coupled with the fact that they feel there are no courses of 
interest or of practical use for men, the interest levels recorded was very small. Most of 
those who were interested said they would like a course in metal work or a blacksmith's 
skills. This would be of practical benefit to them. Again, the majority of men would prefer a 
training course that was run in the moming and one that was for Travellers only. 

30'% 

20% 

100k 

0% 
Men 

Men's Preference 

for Training Courses 

Tra\ellers only Mixed SettledlTraloelier 

Preferred Times for Men's Courses 

Morning Afternoon E..ening 
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Preferences for Courses 
The following table shows the courses attracting most interest. Under this question , 
respondents had the option of ticking a number of subject areas. 

Cookery 65% 
Literacy 47% 
Traveller History & Culture 36% 
Rights & Entitlements 32% 
Euro 27% 
Woodwork 26% 
Art & Craft 25% 
First Aid 24% 
Blacksmith 18% 
BudQetinQ 13% 
Mechanics 13% 
Maths 12% 
Photography 10% 
Beginners Computers 9% 
Advanced Computers 7% 
Metal work 5% 
Junior Certificate 3% 

Training courses are central to improving the conditions and living standards of Travellers. 
Course planners and funders need to be cognisant of the type of courses they are offering 
to Travellers. Courses need to be relevant to Traveller lifestyle and be run with a flexibility 
that facilitates the demands and commitments of their lives. Childcare responsibilities, 
transport problems, lack of confidence, educational background and relevance all need to 
be taken into account in course development and planning. Creche/pre-school facilities 
must be provided for in budgets for courses . 

.. .. Many minority groups such as Travellers .... may have distinct needs and cultural 
pal/ems which must be respected and reflected in an educational contexr 

Learning for Life: White Paper on Adult Education, 2000 
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Reasons Given for Not Doing a Course 
Many of the reasons given are the very reasons that women in particular can't participate in 
any courses, meetings or activities outside the home, The reality of their s~uations is that 
they do not drive or have not got access to transport. They are caring for small children or 
their parents or older relatives. They see no value in doing courses , as they bear no 
relevance to their day to day lives. The areas of transport, childcare and relevance of 
training courses needs to be addressed before training can become a real option for the 
majority of Travellers in North Cork. Of those not participating in a training course the 
following were the most common reasons given for not doing a course. Many Men said they 
were just not interested or gave moving around as the reason for not doing a course. 

20% 
18% 
16% 
14% 
12% 
10% 

8% 
6% 

4% 
2% 

0% 
a b c 

Key 

a) Not interested in a course 
b) Moving around 
c) Childcare responsibilities 
d) Transport problems 
e) Employed (self employed) 

Reasons for Not Doing a Course 

Men and women 

d 

[19%] 
[14%] 
[10%] 
[6%] 
[5%] 

e 9 h 

f) No course I'm interested in 
g) Unsuitable locations 
h) Unsuitable times 
I) Care of relatives 
j) Too old 

[5%] 
[3%] 
[3%] 
[2%] 
[2 %] 

Overall, 88% (306) of those interviewed were not currently doing any training courses. 
However 35% (123) said they were interested in doing a course. Some of these (11 % - 40) 
are currently doing a FAs course in either Doneraile or Mallow and are interested in further 
training . Others have never done a course and are interested in beginning. 

The State 's concem is with a number of key considerations which should underpin 
the formulaffon and evaluation of educational policy and practice - principally, the 
promotion of quality. equality. pluralism, partnership and accountability, • 

Charting our Education Future, 1995 
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CHAPTER 3 ACCOMMODATION 

"Cork County Council recognises the distinct requirements of Travellers in relation to 
the provision of accommodation and other facilities, the socio-economic issues 
relevant to the Travelling community and the link between adequate accommodation, 
employment, health and education" 

Traveller Accommodation Programme for County Cork 2000 - 2004 
Adopted 27th March 2000 

Of the 163 Traveller families surveyed in North Cork, 80 were housed and 83 were living in 
trailers . The following is a breakdown of the types of accommodation provision. 

Current Accomodation Provision 

Halting site (4) Group housing schemes (5) 

Standard housing (70) 

Roadside trailer (79) 

privately owned (5) 

Geographical location of Traveller Families 
A total of 163 families were interviewed for the purposes of this study. These were located 
mainly in or close to the urban centres of Charleville, Doneraile, Mallow, Fermoy, Kilworth , 
Mitchelstown, Watergrasshill, with a smaller number living in rural areas. Four of the 83 
families living in trailers were living in an un-official halting site in Doneraile. 
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The following table shows the approximate locations and numbers of families living in 
trailers as identified by the Research Team in the North Cork Area. 

Doneraile 11 

Fenmoyarea 15 29 

Kilworth 4 12 

Mitchelstown 17 
area 
Rathcormacl 9 17 
Fermoy Rd. 

Mallow I 3 5 
Cork Road 

42 

27 

62 

22 

7 

times within the North 
Cork Area in the past 9 
months. 
3 families living on 
Kilmallock road, but 
consider themselves 
Cork residents as they 
do all their business in 

1 visiting family who 
reside mostly in Co. 
Waterford 
Returned church 
sacraments having 
travelled to another 
location in the county for 

Families work within the 
Traveller economy & 
move 2·3 months 
Families work within the 
Traveller economy & 
move 1·2 months 

These figures show that 48% of the adult Traveller population and 59% of children in the 
North Cork Area live in trailers. 

Note 1: The Garda Siochana in Fennoy identified 1 extra family. 

Note 2: Due to reservations expressed by Cork County Council with regard to the high number 
of Travellers on the roadside the above flf}ures have been confinned by Le Cheile'sTraveller 
Health Development Worker for North Cork and by the Garda Siochana in Mitchelstown, Fennoy 
and Char/eville. 
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Conditions for Families Living in Trailers 
26% (22) of those living in roadside trailers have been at their present address for over 
three years while 57% (46) recorded that they move more than four times per year. This 
statistic can be linked to school attendance figures and goes some way to explaining poor 
school attendance figures in the education section. 

Facilities for those living in trailers are very poor. BO% reported having no running water and 
must travel between one and eight miles to farmhouses or garages to obtain water. There is 
practically no official rubbish collection and over BO% have no access to flush toilets. 

92% of families live with the danger of having no fire safety equipment, the majority of them 
having no access even to running water in the case of a fire. This combined with gas as a 
primary cooking and heating source greatly increases the risk factors. While 69% (57) own 
their own mobile phones, almost one third (31 %) of families had no access to a phone with 
the nearest public phone between one and five miles away. This has serious implications 
where there is sudden illness or accidents. Many Traveller women spend long periods alone 
with children and without access to transport. Access to a ptione can be considered a basic 
requirement. 

The following refers to all families living in trailers regardless of their location. 

Conditions for Families in Trailers 

"Shelter is considered one of the most basic of human needs, yet it does not seem 
to receive vel)l much attention from Irish social policy analysts" 

Silke, 1999 
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Number of Families Living in Trailers 

ACcomlnOdlltion . Number of yeal1l I ~ Number of fanillilill 
IIYlngIn_ . . " loc.llIrI ... ..i:, 

Donerai\e site' , 3-5 years 1" 
1-2 years 2 
Less than 1 year 1"" 

Roadside Over 10 years 2 
6-10 years 5 
3-5 15 
1-2 8 
Less than 1 year 49"" 

"This family has been living in this site for three years. 
- Less than one year indicates a time span of one week to 12 months. 

42 families reported thai they are in contact with Cork County Council in respect of housing 
and of these 26 families believe themselves to be on the Cork County Council housing 
register. 14 families believe that they are on this register for three or more years. The issue 
that arises here is the poor quality of communication between the County Council Social 
Worker and Traveller Families. There was a report during the survey of a family who 
believed themselves to be on Cork County Council's housing list but were in fact on a 
housing list in another county and therefore could not also be on a housing list in Cork. No 
one had explained this to the family in question, 

To be on Cork County Council's housing list one must be considered an 'indigenous' 
Traveller. According to the County Council's most recent annual census of Traveller families 
taken in November 2000 there are 13 'indigenous' families in North Cork, 

Cork County Council's working definition of 'indigenous' is understood as families living in 
the same place for three years, although this is not stated in their Five-Year Plan. This of 
course immediately raises the question of whether Travellers are considered 'indigenous' or 
'transient' by the County Council. 

According to the County Council census there are a further 8 families in North Cork who are 
considered transient totalling 21 Traveller families in North Cork who are either 

(a) on the roadside 
(b) in private yards/gardens/fields 
(c) on other sites 

This study however reveals that there are 83 families living in trailers in North Cork. Using 
the County Council's criteria, 23 of these families can be considered indigenous and the 
remaining 60 families are considered transient. 

Wote: This study does not endorse the terms 'indigenous' or lransient' but has used them here 
for purposes of comparison only. 
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The following table shows the discrepancies between Cork County Council 's November 
2000 census and the findings in this study. 

~1~!:~t81 •.• 1., 
. .' .. ~~ ~ 

I ~ ,;,;CoItl~ CoUncil 
- ' . I '~' r~. : \'I? 

Indigenous Transient Indigenous Transient 
On the Roadside 8 4 22 57 
In Private Yards Gardens 5 
Fields 
On other snes 4 1 3 

The use of the term "indigenous" with reference to accommodating Travellers is of particular 
concern. The cmeria to assess whether or not a Traveller is indigenous to a particular 
county varies from one Local Authority Traveller Accommodation Programme to another 
(FahY, 2001 p.40) 

' Such restrictions are not applied to the settled community on local authority 
housing lists and is clearly discriminatory and designed solely to place a limit 
on the numbers of Travellers deemed eligible for accommodation and to 
ignore the issue of transient populations" 

(Fahy, 2001) 
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Accommodation Preferences 
It can be seen from the following chart that 53% (44) of Traveller families living in trailers in 
North Cork do not wish to be accommodated in houses. Their preferences would be 
Roadside Trailers (17), Permanent Halting Sites (16), or Transient Halting Sites (11). While 
many of those who do not wish to be accommodated in houses did not give reasons, 11 
stated that they preferred the Traveller lifestyle and four said that they would have no 
privacy in a house. Other reasons given were difficulty with paying bills, difficulty using 
stairs and feeling lonely in a house. The first preference for the majority is either a well
serviced halting site or a good quality transient site. This suggests that nomadism is a core 
part of Traveller culture and tradition . 

It is important for local authorities to respect this tradition of nomadism when considering 
Traveller accommodation. Understanding nomadism and the Traveller economy and 
learning to work with it is the key to meeting the accommodation needs of the Travelling 
community. 

Of the 33%, (26) of families that stated a preference for standard housing, 21 said they 
would be comfortable living close to settled people. All respondents who wish to be housed 
said they would be comfortable living in a housing estate. 84% (31 families) of those who 
wish to he housed said they would do a pre -tenancy course in house management. 

Accommodation Preferences 

~~4- ~.-:- __ ~ ~ -- - ___ - -
- -- - - - --

Standard HousinQ 26 
Roadside Trailer 17 
Permanent Halting Site 16 
Transient Halting Site 11 
Group Housing Scheme 8 
Bungalow 2 
Any type of house 2 
Don't know 1 

Extra Land Requirements 
59% (49) of the families in un-housed accommodation had members of their extended 
family living with them. 28% (10) of families seeking houses wish to have additional land 
attached to accommodate extra caravans. A further 23% (8) wish to have additional land for 
grazing horses, while 8% (3) stated they would require extra space to accommodate their 
scrap metal business. The tradition of the extended family living together is still prevalent. 
This is a very strong and powerful need and therefore requires to be respected by housing 
authorities. Many Traveller families have refused offers of housing made by local authorities 
or move out of houses after a short time living in them. Travellers themselves report that the 
most common reason for this is the lack of space for their extended family. Local authorities 
need to take into account the culture of Traveller families when offering housing. 
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Movement Patterns of all Travellers 
60% (208) of Travellers said that travelling is still part of their culture and way of life. Of 
these a large grouping (58% -121) only travel once a year, usually for summer holidays but 
still consider it a very important part of their lifestyle. Retuming from their summer travels, 
many Travellers living in trailers return to the same areas considering these locations their 
home base. The remaining 42% (145) of the Travelling community, who travel, move more 
than three times per year. 95%(198) of Travellers stay on the side of the road when they 
travel. This suggests the need for halting sites around the country to accommodate holiday 
movement. 

In total 41 % of Travellers living in housed accommodation still travel . 7% (6) of families 
living in housed accommodation travel two or more times per year. 34% of those in housed 
accommodation who travel do so during the summer months mainly to beaches, holy sites, 
shrines and to visit family. 

Movement Patterns of those in 

Housed Accommodation 

40%r------------,------------.-----------, 

Once per year Twice per year Three or more 

Locations to where Housed Travellers go 

LOc~nof,l -NUMBER 
Beaches 18 
Shrines 14 

Horse fairs 7 -
Kerry 4 

Galway 3 - , 
Waterford 5 

Other 5 

'Some families travel to more than one destination. 
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Movement Patterns of Travellers 

Living in Trailers 

50%~-------------4---------------+---

4~k~------------4--------------4---

30%r--------------f---------------t---

2~k 

10% 

0% 
Twice per year 

Locations to where Travellers Living in TrailerS go 
Over half (52% - 43) of Traveller families living in trailers move more than three times a year. 
Of the 43 families who stated that they travel more than three times per year, 26 said they 
travel within Cork County but also travel outside the county occasionally. 64% (104) of all 
Travellers make annual trips to horse fairs, beaches and pilgrimages to religious sites. 

The effect of this is that while there are 83 Traveller families living on the roadside for most 
of the year, this number increases during the summer months due to the number of settled 
families who move in the summer. In real tenms there could be as many as 120 Traveller 
families from North Cork on the roadside during the peak summer season. Among the 
reasons given for travelling were "I am a Traveller and love travelling"; "There are no 
campsites for us to stay in", "Keep getting moved on (by Gardai)"; and "Selling gates". 

The majority of respondents took this question to mean summer movement. Therefore, it 
is not possible to give an accurate picture of movement patterns within North Cork. 

Locations to Where Travellers Liv ing in Trailers go 

"Despite lofty opening policy statements, there is little in terms of actual 
provision in this programme (Cork County Council Travel/er Accommodation 
Programme). There is no commitment to building new sites - as the council 
asserts that the number of families, which require site accommodation, can be 
accommodated within existing vacancies_ 

There are no references to refurbishment of existing accommodation", 
Fahy, 2001 
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CHAPTER 4 HEALTH 

"Health is influenced by many factors including lifestyle; environment, behaviour, 
income, knowledge, and issues need to be addressed accordingly". 

Traveller Health Unit - Southem Health Board, June 2001 

The results of the enquiry into most common illnesses show that those living in housed 
accommodation experience a similar degree of illness to those living in trailers . 

The following table shows what are the most common sicknesses among Traveller families. 

Most Common Sicknesses 

Respondents were asked if any members of their family had been sick during the previous 
month. There were 144 people (18%) recorded as having been ill in the previous month. 
The majority (53% - 73 people) sighted coughs. colds and flu as the main illnesses. There 
were also a smaller number of chest infections. sore throats. gastro-enteritis and asthma. 

Sicknesses in the Past Month 
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Treatment of Comnon Illnesses 

60% ~------------+-------------~---

50% 1-------------+-------------+---
40% ~------------+-------------~---

20% 1 _____________ +-____________ + ___ 
10% 

0% 
Ask advice from farrity Take care of ~ yourself Oxtor Hospia l 

For the treatment of these illnesses, 62% (89) of the 144 who reported illnesses went to the 
doctor initially. While 10% (15) asked advice from a member of their family, most of them 
follo'Ned this with a visit to the doctor. Therefore, the more accurate figure for visits to the 
doctor was closer to 72% (104) . This figure added to those who went to hospitals brings the 
total number of people who sought medical help for their illnesses to 78% (112). Only a 
mere 4% (or six people out of the 144) were taken care of at home. 

Use of Healers/Cures 
60% (208) of all Travellers surveyed reported that they use healers and cures. There is a 
need to understand these beliefs and leam to work with them rather than ignoring or 
dismissing them. Most people use healers in conjunction with mainstream medical care. 
This implies that the medical profession should be aware that at the same time as being 
under their care Travellers might be receiving other advice simultaneously. 

Use of Healers/Cures 

40%1---------------~--------------_+---

30%1---------------1--------------{---

20%1-----------~------------~---

10%1----

O%L---
Always Regularly Sometimes 
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Conditions for which Travellers go to Faith Healers 
It is useful to acknowledge the level of faith in healers and cures for Travellers as a 
health option. The following question enquired what ailments Travellers would go to a 
healer for and indicates the level of belief Travellers have in this form of health care. This 
was a hypothetical question and the findings do not indicate that 49% of Travellers suffer 
heart conditions or that 41% have cancer. This should read that 49% of all Travellers 
surveyed stated that if they suffered from a heart condition they would go to a Faith healer 
and so on for all the other illnesses listed. The question also allowed people to tick more 
than one illness, thus explaining the percentages. 

Conditions for which Travellers go to Faith Healers 

Heart condition 49% 
Cancer 41% 
Depression 39% 
Bums 32% 
Warts 27% 
Scars 27% 
Chest infections 17% 
Kidney infections 17% 
Stomach ulcers 10% 
Gastro enteritis g% 

Religious Beliefs in Cures 
64% (104) of those surveyed said they go to holy wells in search of cures and 52% (85) 
said they visit religious shrines. 45% (73) said they visit priests for a blessing. 

10% 

0% 
Holy Wells 

Religious Beliefs in Cures 

Shrines Blessed by Priest 
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Medical Cards 
95% (155) of those surveyed held current medical cards. Approximately half of Travellers 
living in trailers (54%-44) regularly visit doctors other than the doctor named on their 
medical card. 78 (97%) of the 80 housed Travellers usually go to the same doctor while 39 
(46%) of the 83 transient Travellers usually go to the same doctor. 

Health Services most regularly used 
When asked which health service they use most often, 74% stated that the doctor was the 
most frequently used service. The nex1 most frequently used service was the dentist, then 
the hospital, followed by the Community Welfare Officer. Only 15% of respondents stated 
that they use the Community Welfare Office, although 95% of families have current medical 
cards which are made available by the Community Welfare Office. By far the least used 
service was the Public Health Nurse with only a small number of respondents stating that 
they use this service. Many Travellers said they would welcome visits from a health worker, 
to help them avail of health services. Travellers would like an outreach/liaison service for 
other health-related issues. 

Health Services Most Regularly Used 

Doctor Dentist cwo F\Jbtic Heath fotJrse 

Note: It is important to note that the above table is based on Travellers ' own perceptions rather 
than on factual data. 

"From birth to old age, those at the bottom of the scale have much poorer health and 
quality of life than those at the top. Gender, area of residence as well as ethnic origin 
also have a deep impact" 

The Black Report, 1980 
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Hospital visits during the past six months 
36 people attended hospital in the six months preceding the research. nine in-patient and 
27 out-patient. This comprised 22 visits by those living in trailers and 14 visits by those 
living in houses. 11 (7%) people attended the accident and emergency department. seven 
of these coming from families living in trailers. Seven people (4%) attended the outpatient 
department and maternity visits accounted for seven (4%) visits. The following table gives a 
breakdown of the most frequently used hospital services. 

Most frequently used Hospital Services 

. service Transient Housed Total 
Accident and Emergency 7 4 11 
Out-Patient 4 3 7 
Maternity 5 2 7 
Paediatrics 4 2 6 
In-Patient 5 0 5 

Causes of illness among the Travelling Community 
The link between accommodation. living conditions and health status is one that is well 
recognised across the health services. This link is essential to the understanding of 
Traveller health and is a core element in improving the health status of the Travelling 
community. Travellers themselves recognise that poor living conditions and the lack of 
proper sanitation are the main causes of illness among Travellers. The following table 
shows Traveller's own perceptions of the main causes of illness in the Travelling 
community. 

Main Causes of Illness Among Travellers 
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Access to Health Services 
When asked what would help Travellers access health services more easily, the clear 
demand is for a trained member of the Travelling community to provide information, advice 
and support for their own community. People were clear in their response in that they said 
they would have nothing to fear from a member of their own community coming into their 
homes. They would feel less self-conscious or embarrassed in the presence of a member of 
their own community. 13% of those interviewed said they experienced difficulties 
understanding what doctors were saying to them. The Research Team reported that many 
Travellers were upset at not being seen by doctors in other parts of the country. Some said 
that doctors had refused to see them solely on the basis that they were Travellers while 
others were refused because they were not seeing the doctor named onfheir medical card. 
While this information was reported to the Research Team, some respondents were 
unwilling to record this information on their survey. Therefore, it is not possible to quantify 
these instances. 

What would improve Traveller's access to' Health Services 

There is support for trained members of the Traveller community being available to help, 
assist and support in the acquisition of health care services. This is clearly linked to the 
numbers who said they did not know their health care entitlements and those who said they 

. require more heal1h care education for themselves and their children. Those surveyed were 
asked to choose in what areas they would like assistance from a trained member of the 
Travelling community in relation to health care. 75% of those surveyed said that they would 
welcome a member of the Travelling community to help them with their health care 
entitlements, while over half require help with mother's and children's health services. When 
this is divided into housed and un-housed Travellers, it reveals that there is 84% (70) 
support among the un-housed for the services that a Primary Health Care Programme 
would provide. Of the remaining 16% a further 10% said they were unsure. 
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Provision of Health Education 

PHN ";sits (5%) 

Dont know (32%) Traleller health ad";sor (20%) 

Culturally appropriate literature (10% 

Through schools (15%) 

More than three-quarters of those surveyed said they need help with their rights and 
entitlements and almost 60% said they require assistance with form filling. There is a 
particular need in relation to information and education in the areas of pre-natal and ante
natal care and children 's immunisations. 

Areas of Healthcare where Travellers 

require assistanGe 
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Women's Health 
83% (104) of Traveller women visit the doctor during the first three months of pregnancy, 
while only 22% (27) of women visit the doctor during the last trimester. Only 57% (72) of 
women visit antenatal clinics during pregnancy w~h most women making only one visit 
throughout the nine months. The majority 34% (42) of women make this visit in the second 
trimester. Only 10% (12) of women make antenatal clinic visits during the final month of 
pregnancy. 

Visits to Doctor during Pregnancy 

50% ,----,-----,-----,-----,------, 

40% 

30% 

20% 

10% 

0% 
6 weeks 3 months 4 months 6 months 9 months 

Visits to Clinic during Pregnancy 

20%,----,-----,----,----,------, 

15%f----+----+_ 

10% r------j-

6 weeks 3 months 4 months 6 months 9 months 

88% (110) of women did not attend antenatal classes prior to the birth of their children. This 
was evenly divided between housed Travellers (47% - 29) and those living in trailers (53% -
34). Of those who didn't attend antenatal classes, 48% (53) said it was because they didn't 
know about them. With only 57% of mothers attending antenatal clinics and most women 
only visiting their doctors in the first four months of pregnancy, there are few opportun~ies 
for women to become aware of services such as antenatal classes. 
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Reasons for not Attending Antenatal Classes 

Didn't know about them 48% 
Not interested in antenatal classes 26% 
No time 23% 
Too far away 3% 

Just over half (55% - 68) of women attend their postnatal check-ups. This breaks down to 
47% (30) of women living in trailers and 53% (32) of women living in houses. Overall, 84% 
(105) of mothers take their children to child development clinics. 93% (57) of those living in 
houses and 75% (48) of those living in trailers avail of this service. Although it is not 
possible to give accurate percentages, many indicated that they take their children for a first 
(6-week) check-up only. 

72% (91) of women said they avail of family planning services, while the take-up on smear 
tests dropped to 62% (75). This represents 54% (35) of women in trailers and 66% (40) of 
women in houses. 

Again, all of this makes a very strong link between accommodation and health status. There 
is a greater take up on health services for women and children across the board among 
those living in housed accommodation. 
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Men's Health 
There were two aspects of men's health covered in the survey. This was mainly because 
women take responsibility for health matters among Traveller families and because for the 
most part Traveller men are very private individuals and would not be happy to answer 
detailed questions about their health. 

Visits by Men to the Doctor 

50% ,-------r-- ----,------...., 

40% f-------+--
30% 

20% 

10% 

0% 

The two areas surveyed were how often men vis~ the doctor and how often they vis~ the 
dentist. Traveller men were more likely to visit their doctor than the dentist. Most Traveller 
men (68%) never visit the dentist except when in pain. 25% of men never visit the doctor 
while 46% would sometimes when they are ill . 

Visits by Men to the Dentist 

Ne_(35%) 

Once a year (23%) 
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Difficulties in Availing of Health Services 
While 64% (1 04) of those interviewed said they had no difficulties with accessing health 
services 39% (63) said they did not know their entitlements for health care and services. 
The most frequent problem experienced was the difficulty in understanding what health care 
professionals were saying. This was followed by difficulties in making, being notified about 
and remembering appointments. 

Difficulties in availing of 

Health Services 

80%r--------------.--------------~ 

60% 

40% 

20% 

0% 

Notification of Up-Coming Appointments 
In the case of both housed and transient Travellers, the most common method of receiving 
notification of up-coming appointments was by post 89% (71) of housed Travellers 
reported being informed by post while 59% (49) of transient Travellers said they were 
notified by post. In the case of transient Travellers it would appear that they are sometimes 
notified by more than one method i.e. by post and by phone. Eight members of the housed 
Traveller community .did not reply to this question. 

Methods of informing Travellers of up-coming appointments 

Post 71 120 
Phone 26 1 27 
Word of mouth 23 3 26 

Health Care Education 
63% (103) of respondents said they felt there is a need for more health care education for 
themselves and their children. The range of suggestions as to how they would see this 
being done was practical and realistic. They put emphasis on culturally appropriate 
literature, more health education in schools, a Traveller health advisor to explain and give 
information, and courses on health care designed specifically for Traveller women. 

"The Task Force drew attention to the poor health status of the Travelling community. 
A significant factor giving rise to this is the low level of take up of health services by 
Travellers. It recommended initiatives such as delivering health services to the 
Travefling community on an outreach basis and the involvement of Travellers 
themselves in the delivery of primary health care services". 

First Progress report, 2000 
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CHAPTER 5 CONCLUSIONS 

"We believe that central to overcoming ignorance and fear,is dialogue between Traveller 
and settled, dialogue that is informed by truth". 

Cathleen McDonagh 
Travellers, Citizens of Ireland, 2000 

Among many Traveller families, formal education is not a priority for their children. Many 
question the value and relevance of the educational system available to them. There is a 
real fear among many Travellers that schooling will lead to children losing their culture and 
tradition. The term integration permeates much literature relafing to Travellers. Intercultural 
education for all participants in the education system is essential if we are to truly embrace 
the notion of integration. Integration must be understood, not as the disappearance of ethnic 
identity, but acceptance of cultural diversity and the endeavour to achieve equal status 
among ethnic groups. We need to recognise the wounding effects of individual and cultural 
racism. Children need to be educated in inclusive thinking and practice. They must leam to 
welcome individual and group diversity. No one culture is "right" or "normal". 

The reality is that many Traveller children are leaving school at an earty stage in the post
primary cycle. As seen in this study there are only 52% of children over 13 in school. Of the 
52% of young people in post primary school, the majority are attending secondary schools 
for their post primary education. FAs and Youthreach training centres can take young 
people on courses when they are 16 years of age - the legal school leaving age. The 
consequence of this is that many young Travellers have a two to three year gap where they 
are neither in school or eligible for training courses. Clearly there are issues around the 
retention of young people in the post primary system. 

On the basis of the findings of this survey, we can conclude that the adult female Traveller 
population offers an ideal ground for the expansion of adult education. Although the vast 
majority of Travellers have not participated in adult education, a considerable number have 
expressed an interest in pursuing some form of continued leaming. There is, however, a 
need to tackle the financial disincentives and barriers which prevent Travellers from 
participating in adult education. 

"The words of the 1986 ESRI report 'the circumstances of the Irish Travelling people are 
intolerable. No decent or humane society once made aware of such circumstances, could 
permit them to exist' are still relevant in the year 2000. This is the case despite the huge 
efforts made at informing the general public of the position of the Traveller over the past 

twenty years" 
First Progress Report, 2000 
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Extremely poor quality accommodation with a general basic lack of facilities is the stark 
reality for more than half of the Traveller families living in North Cork. Low morale and a 
sense of dejection exist. Surrounded by a world full of complicated administrative systems 
and cu~urally inappropriate services many Travellers experience frustration . exclusion and 
segregation. 

The ESRI analysis in 1986 of living conditions for Travellers is still accurate for 51% of the 
Traveller community in North Cork today. The Report however continues to say, 

"The problems were soluble given good and strong will. Remedies are at hand. 
They should be taken" 

Facilities are depressingly poor for the 83 families without permanent homes. Over three
quarters of these families have no running water or flush toilets and no official rubbish 
collection . They live in trailers with no fire safety equipment. 

Travellers by their very nature are a nomadic people. In North Cork, some Travellers are 
continuously on the move while others have remained in the same place for many years. 
Approximately half of those in housed accommodation travel seasonally - usually during the 
summer months. According to the findings of this study 95% of these Travellers stay on the 
roadside . This undoubtedly poses challenges for the local authorities in planning for the 
accommodation needs of Travellers . 

Central to the planning of Traveller accommodation is the need to understand nomadism 
and the Traveller economy and come to terms with this mind-set. The official provision of 
Traveller accommodation in the past has done little to acknowledge the right of Travellers to 
practice a nomadic lifestyle. It is only in working with it rather than trying to prevent 
nomadism that real solutions to what is an accommodation crisis can be found. It is 
essential that planners, in addressing accommodation needs, do not impose the values of 
the settled community on Travellers. Society has a tendency at times to perceive difference 
as deviance and therefore to try to compel those seen as deviant to conform. We must not 
go down this road but learn to respect each other's culture and the needs brought about by 
different cultures. This Govemment upholds a policy of "respect for culture". The 
responSibility for tile implementation of this policy rests in the hands of local authorities. 

Depending on their different lifestyles TravellerS require three categories of accommodation: 
Transient sites, permanent halting sites and houses. Within the housing category, there are 
two sub-categories - standard housing and group housing schemes. The need for extended 
family to be together is very strong and powerful and is an important issue in considering 
accommodation needs. 

Section 13 of the 1988 Housing Act recognises statutorily, 

"Travellers as a separate {consideration] .. . and that they have special requirements 
- one of which. is the provision of halting sites" 
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There are very few examples of well-planned and well run Traveller halting sites in Ireland 
and no examples of successful transient sites to be found . The current situation in North 
Cork provides Cork County Council with the perfect opportunity to set the headline for other 
local authorities around the country. The Local Traveller Accommodation Consultative 
Committee has already begun looking closely at the accommodation needs in the area. In 
consultation with local Traveller groups and learning from examples of best practice around 
the country (e.g. Clondalkin Halting Site) , it is truly possible to make a real difference in the 
lives of Travellers in North Cork 

The link between health status, accommodation and living conditions is clearly made 
through the findings of this study. Travellers require special consideration in healthcare 
because they are a distinct cultural group with different perceptions of healthcare. Factors 
impacting on Traveller hea~h care include accommodation, lack of awareness of services, 
barriers to accessing services and discrimination. The use of faith healers and cures is an 
important factor in Traveller's perceptions of health care. The fact that most Travellers use 
faith healers and cures in conjunction with mainstream medical services must be 
acknowledged and respected . The medical profession cannot ignore the implications of this. 
It is entirely possible that a person will be receiving conflicting advice from doctors and 
healers simultaneously. Similarly, a person may be taking remedies recommended by a 
faith healer while also taking prescribed medicines. 

The number of women who do not attend their postnatal check-up is very high. For many, 
this check-up offers the only opportunity for smear tests and family planning advice. At 540/0, 
the take up rate on smear testing and family planning advice among women living in trailers 
is very low. 

Because of their nomadic lifestyle, Travellers often find themselves in need of medical care 
in places faraway from where the named doctor on their medical card resides. Many 
incidents of doctors refusing to see such patients were reported through the research . 
Doctors In the GMS should be in a position to see all medical card patients whether they 
are the named doctor on the card or not, subject to the patient providing evidence of being a 
medical cardholder. Similarly as stated in the Report of the Task Force on the Travelling 
Community (1995), 

"The terms of the General Medical Scheme for General Practitioners 
should prohibit the refusal to accept people as registered patients solely 

on the basis that they are Travellers ". 

If it is truly the case that doctors have refused to see patients on the basis that they are 
Travellers, this is discrimination and therefore should not happen. 

Many Travellers reported having difficulty understanding what is being said to them by 
healthcare professionals. As a large number of Traveller adults have literacy difficulties, 
many have great difficulty in knowing when and how to take medicines. 

It is important to be aware that illness requiring a visit to a doctor, hospital or other health 
care professionals can be very a stressful experience. Medical care staff need to check 
and re-check that their patients clearly understand what is being said and understand all 
instructions for the taking of medicines. 

Throughout the health section of the study, a very clear case is being made for the 
introduction of a Primary Health Care programme in North Cork. There was unambiguous 
support for a trained member of the Traveller community to assist with such areas as 
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children's health, baby immunisations, mothers health, form filling , making appointments 
and being reminded of appointments. The important point to note here is the comfort level 
and open acceptance Travellers feel for a member of their own community fulfilling such a 
role. This is a real opportunity for the Southern Health Board to move Traveller health care 
forward very significantly. 

' While Travellers made good use of the health services in the case of acute illnesses or 
confinement, there were problems in the case of conditions requiring repeated visits and 
appointments, when families tended not to take full advantage of the services available" 

Task Force on the Travelling Community 1995 
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CHAPTER 6 RECOMMENDATIONS 

The researcher in conjunction with the Research Team has drawn up the following 
recommendations, they are not prioritised; 

6.1.1 To improve communication, understanding and foster an acceptance of 
both cultures the North Cork Traveller Group should take every opportunity to 
increase positive levels of contact between Travellers and settled communities. 

6.1.2 In conjunction with more culturally appropriate resources in schools, in-service 
courses on anti-bias and intercultural integration must be provided. These 
courses should be run in conjunction with Traveller Groups. 

6.1.3 The provision of more culturally appropriate resources in schools, developed in 
partnership with Traveller groups, and programmes on anti-bias and 
intercultural integration should be part of in-service training for teachers. 

6.1.4 All Education and training services should operate an intercultural, anti-bias 
policy. 

6.1.5 The North Cork Traveller Forum, in conjunction with the North Cork Traveller 
Group, as the representative group for Travellers in North Cork, take a lead role 
in breaking down communication barriers and stereotypes. This process can be 
assisted by taking a pro-active approach to the media on issues relating to 
Travellers in local radio and print media. 

6.1.6 Lack of relevant up to date material from local, voluntary and statutory bodies 
be tackled through the production of a Traveller focused newsletter, taking into 
account standards of literacy and appropriate methods to disseminate the 
information contained. 

6.1.7 The promotion of existing supports and linkages in the education sphere from 
pre-school to adult education by trainer outreach education workers fron the 
Travelling community. 

6.1.8 A selection of outreach education workers who are from the Travelling 
community could be trained to promote the various supports and links in the 
education system from pre-school to adult education. 

6.1.9 The North Cork Traveller Forum in conjunction with the North Cork Traveller 
Group, need to work to promote the introduction of an anti-bias and cultural 
awareness training programme for all involved in working with Travellers 
(teachers, healthcare professionals, adult educators etc.) Travellers need 
support to become involved in the design and delivery of such a programme. 
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6.1.10 Health promotional materials from Pavee Point made widely available from 
information centres, schools, libraries, Adult Education Centres, health centres, 
etc. 

6.1.11 Each of the above recommendations cannot be achieved without proper 
resources. The Departments of Social , Family and Community Affairs, Justice 
Equality and Law Reform, Education and Science and Health and Children all 
have a responsibility to ensure that they provide adequate resources to the 
North Cork Traveller Group and The North Cork Traveller Forum to deliver 
these recommendations. 

6.1.12 Travellers themselves are central to future developments in rights and entitlements 
and improved services and facilities for the Traveller community. As well as this 
work, it emerged that Traveller women want to develop a women's group. The 
Traveller Hea~h Development Worker for North Cork should continue to maximise 
opportunities to establish Traveller womens support groups. 

6.2 Education and Training 

Pre-school 

6.2.1 The County Childcare Committee should include Traveller representation on board. 

6.2.2 The low level of usage of pre-school services suggests the need to raise awareness 
of parents to the availability of pre-school activities. This could be achieved through 
a Primary Health Care service. 

6.2.3 All Traveller children of pre-school age should have access a to pre-school service 
with cu~urally appropriate, un-biased curriculum, and staffed by qualified personnel 
including members of the Travelling community . Le Cheile Family Resource Centre 
(Mallow)Ltd. with its experience of pre-school provision is ideally suited to establish 
this service. 

6.2.4 Strong links will need to be established between pre-schools and primary schools to 
ensure the successful transition of children into primary education. The Traveller 
Visiting Service should provide this service. 

6.2.5 Pavee Point has initiated a project to develop an "anti-bias" training approach 
addressing issues of racism and discrimination as they arise in the early years 
setting. The North Cork Traveller Forum and North Cork Traveller Group need to 
access this training in order to promote equality of outcomes for all children. 

6.2.6 Pavee Point have issued an invitation to all Traveller organisations to form a 
network to develop and support the early years sector for Travellers (July 2001). 
The North Cork Traveller Forum and North Cork Traveller Group need to engage 
with this network to discuss the future development of Traveller early years 
education from creche proVision, pre-school , primary sector, after school 
programmes and the use of cu~urally appropriate training for the sector. 
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Primary School 

6.2.7 It is recommended that the number of Vis~ing Teachers in North Cork be increased 
to two. Under the School Attendance Act 1926, there is an onus on schools to 
report non-attendance and the responsibility for the enforcement of school 
attendance in county areas lies w"ith the Gardai. In 1995, the Task Force on the 
Travelling Community recommended one Visiting Teacher per 100 families. This 
study has shown that 183 Traveller families reside in the North Cork area alone and 
the present incumbent covers North Cork, East Cork and part of Cork City. 

6.2.8 The resource teacher provision in primary schools needs to reflect parent's desires 
as indicated in this study for the integration of Traveller and non-Traveller children . 
The resource teacher service could be complemented by the use of paired teaching 
techniques. This model has proved successful in the integration of Traveller 
children with support in their main classroom activity as opposed to the w~hdrawal 
system, which can create problems. The approach needs to be an integrated class 
approach. 

6.2.9 A programme of intercultural education needs to be introduced into the education 
system beginning at pre-school level. 

6.2.10 The Department of Education and Science need to develop more culturally relevant 
textbooks, resources, and teaching materials in consultation with Travellers and 
Traveller representative groups. 

6.2.11 Properly resourced out-of-school projects need to be established at primary level in 
the areas of largest groupings of children. These projects should provide for 
homework support as well as provide a recreation outlet. Resources will be needed 
to employ trained teachers and youth work professionals to deliver culturally 
appropriate activities. The projects should be developed in partnership with the 
North Cork Traveller Group and the North Cork Traveller Forum. The North Cork 
Traveller Forum is ideally suited to establish this service in partnership with For6ige 
and Cloyne Youth Services and other relevant groups. 

6.2.12 A guidance service needs to be established for children in 6th class primary school 
that will help them make the best choices for post primary education. 

Post primary school 

6.2.13 A pilot scheme needs to be funded for the North Cork area whereby a specially 
appOinted second level resource teacher would be appOinted to link with 
families who have children in post primary education. 

6.2.14 A pilot scheme for the North Cork area focusing on the successful transition of 
children into post primary education and to support the retention of young people in 
the post-primary system. 
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Vocational 

6.2.15 The local youth service providers should provide a programme designed specifically 
to meet the needs of Traveller youth in school and non-school hours. The 
programme should have an academic and practical content and be developed in 
consultation with parents and Traveller representative groups. 

6.2.16 The Primary Health Care Programme could be used as a model in helping young 
people to make appropriate choices with regard to their future education. 

6.2.17 To place training courses within the grasp of Traveller youth , transport to and from 
training centres needs to be provided. This needs to be included in budgets for 
Traveller training. Any rural transport initiatives should include regular routes to and 
from learning centres at appropriate times. 

Adult Education 

6.2.18 In all cases of adult education proVision, the provision must be Traveller prooied, 
taking into account the possible need for transport to be provided in rural areas and 
appropriately timed classes to suit family needs. 

6.2.19 Creche facilities need to form an integral part of any training for Traveller women. In 
order for Traveller women to be able to participate in any form of adult education, 
they need the support of creche facilities staffed by trained childcare personnel. 

6.2.20 At the core of many of the difficulties experienced by the Travelling community is a 
poor level of literacy. The VEC need to fund pre-development work , where more 
links are formed with Travellers to focus on identifying their educational needs. 

6.2.21 The relevant statutory authorities need to fund pre-development literacy 
programmes through which a more Traveller focused literacy scheme can be 
devised. 

6.2.22 A Senior Traveller Development Centre needs to be developed by Cork County 
Vocational Education Committee in North Cork, in conjunction with the North Cork 
Traveller group and the North Cork Traveller Forum. As 35% of the population 
stated that they are interested in pursuing training courses, this centre could serve 
some of the training and developmental needs of the Travelling population of North 
Cork. 

6.2.23 Specific emphasis needs to be placed on encouraging men to participate in training 
courses. 

6.2.24 Allowances for those participating in training courses need to be increased to reflect 
the true cost of participation and to provide adequate incentives over and above 
social welfare entitlements.(Task Force 1995 FR.151) 

6.2.25 It is appropriate to ensure that when possible Travellers themselves are targeted as 
tutors for the aduH education service. These Traveller tutors could then playa 
significant role in the first step into adult education for Travellers . The training for 
tutors should be modelled on the primary health care system. 

50 



6.3 Accommodation 

6.3.1 Cork County Council should clearly define the criteria which Travellers need to meet 
to be considered for accommodation. These criteria should be developed in 
partnership with the Local Traveller Accommodation Consultative Committees and 
be superimposed onto the County Council's Five-year Plan. This study does not 
endorse such terminology as transient and indigenous in their present context. The 
First Progress Report 2000 suggests that: 

"Planning authorities should review and where necessary, amend 
their development plans immediately in order to allow the provision of 
Traveller specific accommodation" 

and points out that section 26 and 27 of the Housing (Traveller Accommodation) 
Act 1998 provide for the amendment of planning acts to require the provision of 
accommodation for Travellers as a specific objective in the local authority's 
development plan. 

6.3.2 The County Council needs to make it's Five-Year-Plan a flexible document to 
accommodate needs as they arise rather than working from a set of figures devised 
years previously. The annual County Council census should be conducted in 
partnership with the North Cork Traveller Forum, Le CMile's Traveller Health 
Development Workers and the representatives on the Local Traveller 
Accommodation Consultative Committee. 

6.3.3 It is recommended that due to the obvious discrepancy between the figures from 
this survey and the County Councils census that an outreach worker be funded by 
Cork County Council. This person will: 

(a) Develop an understanding of the County Council housing list procedure 
with the Travelling community 

(b) Liase with the County Council 
(c) Facilijate the Travelling community to negotiate the various 

accommodation needs with the County Council 
6.3.4 In recognijion of the environmental and health issues associated wijh Travellers 

living on the road side wijhout running water or toilets, Cork County Council must 
look at short term options to provide portaloos and rubbish disposal services to 
clusters of roadside Travellers. These services must be maintained. The 
Memorandum of the implementation of the Housing (Traveller Accommodation) Act 
1998 (parg.42) states that pending the provision of permanent accommodation, 
Local Authorities should review the situation of Travellers on the roadside and 

"seek to improve the position of these families by considering making 
available such services, including water, toilets and waste removal if 
there are no significant legal, planning, environmental, social, 
technical or other restraints in so doing". 

6.3.5 Based on the findings of this study that 53% (44) of families want accommodation 
other than houses. The allocation of seven places in Halting sites as per the County 
Council's Traveller Accommodation Plan (2000-2004) will not provide sufficient 
places. A minimum of 44 bays is currently required. This study demonstrates the 
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need for 18 bays in pennanent halting sites in the Mitchelstown/Fennoy area and in 
Doneraile. A further 26 bays in transient sites are required to service current needs. 
However as new families are created with the growing population even this will not 
be adequate to cater for the emerging needs. 

6.3.6 It is recommended that Cork County Council look at the Permanent Traveller 
Halting sites in Roscrea, the Four Roads site in Roscommon and in particular the 
site in Clondalkin , South Dublin (which was designed and managed in conjunction 
with the Travellers themselves) as examples of good practice. 

6.3.7 Cork County Council acknowledges in irs Accommodation Plan that 

"there may be a need to provide transient (short stay) sites". 

This is indeed the case with an urgent need for five such sites of six bays each in 
the North Cork area. As there are no examples of such sites to be found throughout 
the country this is the perfect opportunity for Cork County Council to take a lead 
role in this area. The Department of Environment and Local Govemment, in 
conjunction with the National Traveller Accommodation Consultative Committee, 
has issued a number of guidelines on the provision of Traveller accommodation viz. 
• Guidelines on the design of pennanent residential caravan parks for Travellers 
• Guidelines on basic services and facilities for caravans pending provision of 

permanent accommodation 
• Guidelines on the provision of accommodation for transient families (p.3) 

6.3.8 Transient halting sites need to be positioned to accommodate regular pattems of 
movement. 

6.3.9 With regard to the unofficial site at Doneraile, a process of meaningful consultation 
needs to be established immediately with Cork County Council, the inhabitants of 
the site, Le CMile's Traveller Health Development Worker and local residents 

6.3.1 0 The County Council must make provision for the proper and effective management 
of all sites provided by it, as required by under the Housing Provisions Act 1992. 

6.3.11 Based on the findings of 83 families on the roadside awaiting accommodation the 
County Council's provision for the creation of 50 accommodation units in the current 
housing plan will not meet existing demands. This report recommends the provision 
of 80+ units will be more realistic. 

6.3.12 The development of a pre-tenancy and house management skills course prior to 
house possession is recommended for all Traveller families. This must be done by 
the County Council in consultation with the North Cork Traveller Group and 
representatives olthe Local Traveller Accommodation Consultative Committee. 

6.3.13 In the provision of Traveller accommodation, it is imperative that the County Council 
be aware of Traveller economy, lifestyle, tradition of ex1ended families when 
accommodating Travellers. (Ref. P.29) These issues undoubtedly pose challenges 
for any housin9 authority but it is imperative that these needs are understood and 
worked with rather than resisted. The County Council must be conscious of 
planning for successful housing in all cases. The Task Force on the Travelling 
Community states that: 
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"Accommodation which is provided to Traveller families must be 
appropriate to their needs, and must be met through a range of 
accommodation types' (p.36) 

6.3.14 Bearing in mind the high number of Travellers who travel only once in the year, 
Cork County Council should consider establishing links with the County Councils in 
other areas where Travellers go to on a regular basis. 

6.3.15 Cork County Councils Five -Year Plan 2006-2011 needs to make provision for the 
large numbers of young people in the 5-12 age group who will be requiring 
accommodation during the time span of that accommodation plan. 

6.4 Health 

6.4.1 The establishment of a Primary Health Care Programme by the Traveller Health 
Unit of the Southem Health Board for North Cork is an urgent requirement. Training 
members of the Travelling community to assist in a range of health care provision 
will create greater access, awareness and understanding of medical care for 
Travellers. 

6.4.2 In recognition of the process of developing a Primary Health Care Programme, the 
Traveller Health unit of the Southem Health Board and the North Cork Traveller 
Group need to establish a steering committee whose responsibility will be the 
generation of positive partnership between the Southern Health Board, FAs etc. 
modelled on existing projects. 

6.4.3 The Health Board needs a specific focus on a more holistic and preventative 
approach to illness through training and education programmes. "Alma-Ata is a 
complete sense of physical, mental and social well-being and not merely the 
absence of disease and disability". (Alma-Ata Declaration WHO 1 978) 

6.4.4 A number of well-designed and well-developed Traveller health promotion initiatives 
are to be found throughout the country. It is important that the Health Promotion 
Unit of the Southem Health Board are aware of these and employ their learning 
when developing materials for use with Travellers (Contact Pavee Point for 
References) 

6.4.5 The Northside Initiative for Community Health (NICHE) in Knocknaheeny I Hollyhill, 
Cork, is an excellent example of how the health and wellbeing of a community can 
be addressed using a community development model. Two similar initiatives need 
to be developed within the North Cork area in conjunction with the North Cork 
Traveller Group - one in the Fermoy-Mitchelstown area and one in the Mallow
Charleville area, serving both the settled and the Travelling community. 

6.4.6 Culturally appropriate health promotional materials for Travellers in relation to 
school/work and social settings need to be designed and delivered by the 
Department of Health and Children and the Health Promotion Unit of the Southern 
Health Board. For example, the Southem Health Board together with the North 
Cork Traveller Group are leading the adaptation of the "Being Well" materials to 
become more Traveller appropriate. 
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6.4.7 Open medical cards to be honoured by all doctors in the G.M.S. should be available 
to Travellers, to eliminate the difficulties in accessing medical care posed by their 
nomadic lifestyle. 

6.4.8 A computerised system for medical records should be developed, so that there can 
be ease of movement with medical cards from place to place. 

6.4.9 A patient-held medical record card system needs to be established to facilitate the 
medical profession in providing a safe and meticulous service for Travellers. 

6.4.10 Information sessions need to be organised by the Southern Health Board in 
conjunction with the North Cork Traveller Group among Traveller groups to raise 
awareness of the roles of various services. 

6.4.11 As a matter of policy, Southern Health Board should provide Traveller Awareness 
training to staff currently working with Travellers in North Cork similar to that being 
piloted by Le Cheile. 

6.4.12 The Southern Health Board medical staff need to be aware of the level of faith 
among Travellers in faith healers and cures and religious practices and the 
subsequent effects this may have on traditional medical practices. 
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APPENDIX 1 

Term 

Bay 

Group Housing 

Halting site -Permanent 

-Transient 

-Doneraile Site 

Indigenous 

Transient 

Primary Health Care 

Visiting Teacher 

GLOSSARY OF TERMS 

Explanation 

The area within a site allocated for the use of a 
family, with space for caravan and with a small service 
block 

A purpose built scheme of bungalows or houses 

Srte with Individual bays, full range of services 
provided in a small structure on each bay. The srte has 
permanent planning permission and the residents are 
permanent. 

Srte providing the basic facilrties, for short term use by 
families pursuing a nomadic way of life, or visrting 
relatives. Planning permission can be either permanent 
or temporary. 

This is an unofficial site with limned facilities created 
on foot of a court order made in 199B. The residents 
are residing there unofficially, in a permanent 
capacity. 

A term specific to Traveller families used by Cork 
County Council to determine whether a Traveller family 
is entitled to be considered for housed accommodation. 
No written definrtion was available but verbal 
agreement was given that to be considered indigenous 
by Cork County Council a family must be living in the 
same place for at least three years. Family connections 
or Origins in an area may also be taken into 
consideration 

A term specific to Traveller families used by Cork 
County Council for which there is no clear definnion, but 
is understood to mean families who move regularly or 
who have lived in the same place for less than three 
years. 

Primary Health Care in communities means enabling 
individuals and organisations to improve health through 
informed health care, self-help and mutual aid. It 
means encouraging and supporting local initiatives for 
health. Primary health care emphasises a process that 
values empowerment, partnership and advocacy when 
designing and implementing health care interventions. 

To support and advise families in the education 
of their children from pre-school upwards. The 
visiting teacher provides a link with schools where 
children are enrolled. This is a Department of 
Education inniative. 
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APPENDIX 2 

CONFIDENTIAL QUESTIONNAIRE 

Interview Team :. _____________ _ 

Date:. ________ _ 

Start Time: _______ _ 

Finish Time: _______ _ 

Name of interviewee _ _____________ _ _________ _ 

Who else was present? _______________________ _ 

Location ____________________________ _ 

Number of times tried to call out to interview 1 2 3 4 5 

If no interview was given state why: __________________ _ 

INTERVIEWERS NOTES 
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EDUCATION 

IF YOU HAVE CHILDREN UNDER 18 YEARS, PLEASE ANSWER THE FOLLOWING 
QUESTION , OTHERWISE PLEASE GO STRAIGHT TO QUESTION 23 

1. How many children do you have? __________ _ 

2. Do you have children under 4? Yes ... 1_-, No 

3. IF yes, are they in pre-school? 

Yes No 

How many? Where? __________ _ 

4. Do you have children in the 5-12 age group? Yes No LI _--' 

5. If yes, are they in primary school? 

Yes No 

How many? 

Where? ______________ _ 

6. Do you have children in the 13-18 age group? Yes No 

7. If Yes, are they in Secondary School? 

Yes No 

How many? 

Where? ______________ _ 

8. Do you have children in College? 

Yes No 

How many? 

Where? 

9. What ages are they? 
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10. Do you have children in Training Centres FAs, Youthreach etc? 

Yes No 

How many? Where? ___________ _ 

11. What ages are they? _________ _ 

12. Do you meet with your child's teacher? Yes LI _--' No 

Howoften? __________________ ___ 

13. If no, Why? _________________ ;==::::;-__ -;::=::::;-

Yes;::1 =~ 
Yes 1-1 _--' 

14. Is there a Resource teacher in you child's school? No 

15. If yes, are you happy with the service provided? No 

16. If no, What changes would you suggesl? _______________ ___ 

17. If your child needed extra help, how could this be done? __________ _ 

16. Do your children attend an after-school group? 

Yes 1 No 'I ----, 

19. Do you think there is a need for an after-school group in your area? 

Primary School. ________ _ Secondary School ________ _ 

20. Did you have any problems enrolling your children into schools? 

Yes 1,------, No 

21 . If yes, what kind of problems? 

22. What are the things that you think are the most important for children to learn? 

(1 ) _______________________________________________________________ _ 

(2) _______________________________________________________________ _ 

(3) ____________________ _ 

(4) ____________________ _ 
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23. What do you think are the things that stop your children staying on in school? 

Subjects have no meaning to 0 No place to do homework 0 Traveller lifestyle 

No awareness of traveller culture 0 Children feel different or left 0 
in schools out 

Teacher's attitude to travellers 0 Travellers attitudes to teachers 0 
Bullying 0 Other 0 
Parents fear that schooling will 0 lead to their children losing their 
culture and tradition. 

24. If you have children under 18 who have left school , what are they doing now? 

25. Have you children (under 18) who have left school and need further educationltraining? 

Yes 0 No 0 
26. If yes, list these 

needs, __________________________________________________ __ 

27. Do you think children should leave school after confirmation? Yes 0 NOO 
28. What would they do if they left school at this 

age? ______________________________ ___ 

PLEASE ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS FOR THOSE WHO ARE 
OVER 18 IN THE FAMILY 

29. How many adults (over 18) are living in the family? ________________ __ 

30. Please give a breakdown of ages of adults in your family 

Adult 1 Adult 2 Adult 3 Adult 4 Adult 5 Adult 6 Adult 7 Adult 8 
18-30 
31-64 
65+ 

31 . Did you go to school? Yes 0 NOO 
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32. At what age did each aduilleave school 

AQe left school Adult 1 Adult 2 Adult 3 Adult 4 Adult 5 Adult 6 Adult 7 

33. Are you currently doing any course? YesD N°D 

If yes please say what course and where you are attending ________ _ 

34. If no state why not? 

Not interested in courses D 

Unsuitable locations 

Transport problems 

No time 

D 
D 
D 

Unsuitable times 

Childcare responsibilities 

Employed full time 

Other 

No course that I'm interested in D 

WOMEN'S TRAINING 

35. Would you prefer a training course for 

Yes No 
Women only 
Traveller Women onlv 
Mixed settled and Travellers 

36. Would you do a training course that you were not being paid to do? 

Yes D NoD 

37. What time would be most suitable for you to attend these courses? 

I Morning 

D 
D 
D 
D 
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MEN'S TRAINING 

38. Would the men in your family do a Training Course? 

YesD No D 

39. Would this course need to be for:-

Yes No 
Men only 
Traveller men only 
Mixed settled and travellers 

40. Would you do a training course that you were not being paid to do? 

Yes D NoD 

41 . What time would be most suitable for you to attend these courses? 

Morning 
Afternoon 
Evening 

42. Are there any courses you would be interested in attending? 

Reading and writing (literacy) Blacksmith 
Mathematics Woodwork 
Art & Craft Mechanics 
Budgeting Health 
Cookery Rights and entitlements 
First Aid Photography 
Euro Traveller history and culture 
Metalwork Beginners computer skills 
Junior Cert. Advanced computer skills 
Leaving Cert. 
Other (please specify) 

ACCOMMODATION 

1. How long have you lived at your present address? 

Less that one year 6-10 years 

1-2 years More than 10 years 

3-5 years 

62 



2. What type of accommodation are you living in at present? 

Group housing scheme 

Halting site 

Standard housing 

Roadside trailer 

Other 

IF THE ANSWER TO NO. 2 IS A HOUSE, PLEASE ANSWER 21a\ AND GO 
STRAIGHT TO QUESTION 23 

3. Are you happy living in a house? 

Yes '1-' 

3(a) If no, please tick your preference from the following list 

Group housing scheme Standard housing 

Well serviced halting site Roadside trailer 

Come And Go site Other 

4. Do you have water? 

Individual water for own family Share tap with others 

No water 

4(a) If no, where do you get water? ________________ _ 

5. Do you have Hot water 

Cold water L-_...J 

6. Do you have flush toilets? 

Flush toilets for own family IL.._--.J Share Portaloo 

Share flush toilets No toilet facilities LI _---1 

Portaloo for own family 
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7. Is there a rubbish collection? 

Skip 

Wheelybin 

No official collection 

8. Do you have access to a phone? 

Private phone Payphone 

Mobile phone No access to a phone 

8(a) If no, how far is the nearest phone? _ _ ______________ _ 

9. Is there fire safety equipment? 

Fire extinguisher Fire blanket 

Water hose No fire safety 

10. Are there any of your relatives living with you (Mother, Father, brothers, sisters etc.)? 

Yes 1,-----, No 

If yes, please list ____________________ _____ _ 

11 . Would it be your preference to have members of your extended family as described 
above living with you? 

Yes 1,-----, No 

12. Where is your nearest County Council Office? ______________ _ 

13. Are you in contact with your County Council housing department? 

Yes 1_---' No 

14. Are you registered with Cork County Council as in need of housing? 

Yes 1,-----, No 

15. If yes for how long? ___________ ___ _ 
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16. Are you registered with any other Housing Authority? 

Yes I No 

17. If Yes, Name the area, ______________ _ _ 

18. When did you register here? _____________ _ 

19. Do you feel you are ready to live in a house? 

Yes c=J No 

20. What difficulties do you think you might have living in a 
house?' ____________ _ 

21 . WhClt type of accommodation would you prefer? 

Group housing scheme c=J 
Halting site 

Come and Go site 

Standard housing 

Roadside trailer 

Other 

22. Would you be comfortable living in a housing estate? 

Yes No c=J 
23. Would you have difficulty using a stairs? 

Yes No 

24. Would you be comfortable living close to settled people? 

Yes No c=J 
25. Would you be comfortable living close to other traveller families? 

Yes NO '--_--' 

26. Do you require extra land or space for :-

Additional caravans 
Grazina horses 
Scrap 
Other (soecifvl 

c=J 
c=J 
I I 
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27. Do you think a course on house management would be a good idea? (Use of heating 
system, use of electrical appliances, etc.) 

Yes 1,-----, No 

28. Is travelling still part of your identity as a traveller? 

Yes 1 No 

IF THE ANSWER TO THIS QUESTION IS NO. PLEASE GO STRAIGHT TO 
QUESTION NUMBER 33 

29. How often do you travel? 

Once a year 

Twice a year 

More Often 

30. For how long and for what reasons do you travel? 

31. If you leave the North Cork area to travel, are there places that you go to on a regular 
basis. 

Please name these places. 

32. Where do you stop most when you are travelling? 

Temporary site 

Side of the road 

With family 

Other 

33. If you do not travel , are there particular reasons why not? 
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HEALTH 

1. Have you got a current (up- to-date) medical card? 

yesD NoD 

2. Do you usually go to the same doctor? Yes D No D 

3. Is the doctor you usually go to the named doctor on your medical card? 

Yes D No D 
If no, explain _____________________ _ 

4. What are the most common illnesses in your family? 

None Runny nose 
Chest Infections Hearing Problems 
Bronchitis Speech problems 
Stomach ulcers Epilepsy 
Gastro-enteritis (diarrhoea and vomiting) Stroke 
Kidney infections Arthritis 
Incontinence (wetting oneself) Depressions 
Enuresis (bed wetting) Addiction/problem with alcoholltablets 
Ear infections Asthma 
Other (please specify) 

5. Has anyone been sick in the family in the past month? (Colds, Flu etc.) 

yesD No D 

If yes say how many and what conditions 

6. Did you 
Ask advice from a member of your 
family/extended family 
Go to a Doctor 
Go to hospital 
Take care of it yourself 
Other 

7. Do you ever go to healers/people with cures? 

67 



Yes always 
Yes sometimes 
Yes regularly 
Never 

8. What kind of illnesses would you go to a healer for? 

Chest Infections 
Bronchitis 
Stomach ulcers 
Gastro-enteritis(diarrhoea and vomiting) 
Kidney infections 
Incontinence (wetting oneself) 
Enuresis (bed wettinQl 
Ear infections 
Runny nose 
Hearing Problems 
Speech problems 
Epilepsy 
Stroke 
Arthritis 
Depressions (Nerves) 
Cancer 
Heart condition 
Warts 
Burns 
Scars 
Other (please specify) 

9. Do ou 00 for cures to 
Holy wells 
Blessed by priest 
Holy shrines 

HEALER 

10. Which of the following health services do you use regularly? 

Doctor 
Public Health Nurse 
Hospital 
Community Welfare officer 
Dentist 
Other (Specify) 

11 . Has any member of your family attended hospital in the last 6 months? 

Yes D No D 
If yes how many members? I 

12. Which department did they attend"?,---- -' 
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In-patient 
Out-patient 
Paediatrics 
Accident/Emergency 
Psychiatric 
Maternity 
Intensive Care 
Gynaecology 
Other 

13. Do you feel you know what entitlements you have for health care and services? 

Yes D No D 
14. How are "fi d f ? you notl Ie o upcommQ apPointments . 

Post 
Word of mouth 
Phone 
Public Health nurse 
Other 

15. Wh at pro bl ems h ave you h d ·f · h tf h Ih a . I any. Wit. qe mq eat ? services . 
No problem 
Problem with qettinq medical card 
Problems understanding the doctor 
Difficulties with appointments 
Problems with hospital 
Other (specify) 

16. Do you feel there is a need for more health education for you or your children? 

yesD No D 
17. How would you see this being provided? _______________ _ 

18. Would you like if a trained member of the travelling community were available to assist 

youa~~~~~~~~~~~~~--~~~--_.----~----~ 
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19. What do you think would help travellers to get health services more easily? 

(1) _____________________ _ 

(2) ____________________ _ 

20. What do you think are the biggest causes of sickness in the travelling community? 

WOMEN'S HEALTH 

1. For the birth of your last child at what stage of your pregnancy did you go to the 

6 weeks 3 months 4months 6months 9 months 

Doctor 
Clinic 

2. Did you go to ante-natal classes before any of your children were born? 

Yes 0 NOO 
3. Ifno, whynotL ______________________________________________ __ 

4. Did you avail of post-natal services? Yes 0 NoD 
5. Have your children attended developmental clinics? 

Yes 0 No 0 
6. Do ou use the followina health services? 

YES NO 
Family Plannina 
Smear tests 

MEN'S HEALTH: 

1 . How often do traveller men in your family attend a Doctor? 

Always when ill 
Sometimes when ill (How manvtimes aveaiT 
Never 

2. How often do traveller men go to the dentist? 
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