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CHAPTER 1 

INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Background 
r I 

In· 1983 the Travelling piople Review Body reported to the 
Government. A Task ~orc~ 6£J kinisters of state examined ' the 
report and this resulted' in tne is'Sue of a Gov'ernment ' policy 
statement in July 1984.. ':I'he Moi\i't:oring Commi ttee was 
established in September 1984 to monitor the implementation of 
Government policy and the deli"e~to! services generally to 
travellers. ". 

1.2 Membership 

The membership of the Monitoring Committee at 31 December, 1988 

was:-

Dr. Kidan McNamara, Chairman 
Mr. Victor Bewley 
Mr. Brian Breathnach, Department of the Environment 
Mr. Des Ormonde, Department of Education 
Mrs. Mary Donoghue 
Sr. Colette Dwyer 
Mr. Gerard Guidon, Department of Health 
Mr. Tom Costello, FAS 
Fr. Christopher Jones 
Mr. Michael MCDonagh 
Mrs. Mary Moriarty 
MS. Marie Woods 
Mr. Brian Timmons, Department' of Health, Secretary to the 
Committee. 

The Committee would ' like to thank Ms. Eileen Houlihan 
(Department of Labour), Mr: . .. pat O'Shea (FAS) and Mr. George 
Barry (Department of Education) who resigned during the year. 

'. 
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, 2-

Procedure 

The Committee holds monthly ~eetings at which it receives 

reports from each of the departmental representatives on the 

Commi ttee. These reports provid~ the Commi tte~ wi,th detailed 
information on services for travellers which are the 
resPQnsibility of the Departme~ts. Members are fre, to request 
additJ(;mal information or raise any pertinent que~t.ions with 
de~ar.tm~ntal repr~sentati ves. In addi tion, t!1e. Gommi ttee 
discllsses issues 0,£ general releva~ce to trav~ll.e.rs, . 

.I 

Up to the end ot 1988, the Moni toring Commit.~~,~ h.ap. met fifty 
times since its inception in September 1984. 1pe ~o~ittee has 
also met with a wide range of groups and individuals with an 
interest in service provision to travellers, in~9.lu.Q..i!l,g the 
County & City Managers Association, officials of health boards, 

GovefnJ.[lent . Departments and .of local a,u.:th'9Ji(t~~§.I'. m~mQers of 
voluntary groups working on behalf of travellers, the 
co-ordinator of the study -on the health of travellers and 

individuals wi th a particllla.r inte rest J.:r} s~Hvices j for 
travellers. 
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CHAPTER 2 

, ACCOMMODATION 

2.i Annual Coun~ 1988, 

The total nu~ber of traveller families at the Annual Count in 
November, 1988 was 3,066. (Full details of the Count are at th~ 

Appendix). This represents an increase of 69 families over the 

total in 1987. t. ):r!\~ .. r.e.sul:ts of the Annual Count of traveller 

families cann9t; q~ '£QI)std~re.d as absolute due to the inherent 
mobility of the~pqpulation . 

..) ;; 

The figures show an increase of 224 families in the total 
settled. ~h~s':Jco~p,rises 50 families accommodated in standard 
housing, ~~ ~llgroup hQ';1,sing and 160 o~ si tes. The numbers 
living ~rh.ch~~ESt~ decreased by 20. The .increased figure on 

sites do~~!~owever include 120 families living on temporary 
sites~with ,~in~~al facilities while awaiting the construction of 

ful~~ ~~ry.hce~_si~e~. Despite the overall incr~a~e in numbers, 
a dec~ea~e ~q~h~ n';1mbers on the roadside, is clearfY evident. 

2.2 Progress on the prov,is~on of ac~ommodation 

Caravan Parks 

During 1988, nine residential caravan parks catering for 46 
families were completed. At the end of the year 11 were under 
construction which, on completion, will accommodate 80 families. 
In addition, there were 30 at planning and tender stage which 
should accommodate approximately 250 families on completton. 
Details of the sites are shown in Table 1. 
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Group Housing 

Three group housing sc~e~~~. ~&r~ -completed in 1988 housing 16 
families, one scheme of 12 replacement bungalows was under 

construction and 7 schemes were at planning and tender stage 
which will accommodate 43 famili'as on cOI'I\Pletion·. De'tails of 
the schem~ are shown in Table II. 

Position' in' Dublin 

, -The- problem o'f providin'g sJi table accommodation Hi ·the Dublin 

,"". are'CK' has fo'r many years been particularly dilfficult because of 

the large number of travellers on the ro'adside ana the scarci ty 
of suitable locations within the urbanised part of the County. 

{. " In splte of ' this, efforts to improve mcitters 'lhave been " 

maintained as shown in Tables I " a-nd '11-. ' HdWev~r; -· action on the 
't'. ~ ~ , o. 1 "" ... " 

constructi.on of further serviced sites in the DuJ::Slin County 
Council's settlement programme has had to "be ~uspendea 'by the 

counc'l'l pending the'ir proposed variation in thei r Development 

~lan tb· permit the provision of ~he sites in '£h~ s~lec£ed 
~o~at~ons. - This action is due io a Hig6 ' ~ofirt tuling that the 

provision of such sites in respect of two of the selected 
locations is contrary to the Development P-ran. As "'most of the 

other sites in the programme are similarly affected the Council 
had no option but to suspend action pending a variation of the 
Development Plan. A decision on this variation is expected in 

the mi'ddle of 1989,. 

2 .'4 Hous1.ng Act 1988 

The Housing Act 1988 contains several provis;'ions of importance 

to travellers viz;-

(1) Section 13 clarifies the powers of housing authorities to 

provide serviced sites. 
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(2) In the assessment of housing need under ~ectf6rl'9 of th~ 'T 

Act, housing authorities are required to assess the need 
.for the provision' of serviced caravan parks for 
travellers. 

(3) SectLon 2 of the City and County Management (Amendment) 
Act, 1955 has been amende9 to provide that where, in the 
opinion o~ the City or County Manager, works are urgent 
and necessary (having regard to personal health, public 
health and safety cons~qerations) in order to grovide a 
reasonable standard of accommodation for any person, an 
emergency situation is deemed to exist for the purposes 
of subsection 9 of that section. 

n A ,'" 

• r • 
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-'l'AB~E. " I - ~VAN ;PARKS-

CARAVAN PARKS COMPLETED JANUARY, 1988 - DECEMBER; 1988 
( 

I 
LOCATI.PN 

I 
NO: AUTHOR1TY 1 1 OF BAYS 

1 , 
, 

1 \, 

1 1 
Dublin County CoUncil 1 Balbriggan (Gardiner's 1 5 bays 

1 Hill) 1 
1 

Swords 
. 1 g f • 

Dublin County Council 1 ( Forr.est Road) 1 bays 
1 1 ( 

Kildare County Council 1 Monasterevan 1 - ? bays 
1 

, 
I' 

Kildare County Council 1 Maynooth 1 -6 .bays 
1 1 

Kildare County Council 1 Ardrew, Athy I 5 bays 
1 1 

Kilkenny County Council 1 Wetlands 1 3 bays 
1 1 

Kilkenny County Council 1 Hebr.on Road 1 3 bays 
1 1 

Dungarvan U.D.C. 1 Shandon 1 7 bays 
1 1 

Galway Corporation 1 Deochuisce 1 10 bays 
1 ·1 

CARAVAN PARKS UNDER CONSTRUCTION AT 31 DECEMBER, 1988 

AUTHORITY LOCATION NO. OF BAYS 

Dublin County Council Leopardstown Road 5 bays 

Galway County Council Ballygar 12 bays 

Kildare County Council Newbridge 7 bays 

Leitrim County Council Carrick-on-Shannon 8 bays 
1 

Limerick County Council 1 Rathkeale 16 bays 
1 

Roscommon County Council Ballaghaderreen 4 bays 
1 

Tipperary S.R. Co. Cl./I 
1 

Clonmel Corporation I Clonmel 3 . bays 
I 

Wexford County Council 1 New Ross 6 bays 
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I 
- AUTHORITY _ LOCATION 1 NO~ OF' BAYS 

1 
1 

Cork Corporation Ballyvolane ~ 10 bays 
1 

Galway Corporation Tuam Road 1 7 bays 
1 

Limer~ak Corporation Clonlong 12 Refurbishment 
'. 1 

CARAVAN PARKS AT P~ING INCLUDING TENJ>ER STAGE) <AT, 31- DECEMa.ER, 
1988 

AUTHORITY _ -LOCATl;ON 

Porters town 

Crinken -

Dublin County Council 

Dublin County Council 

Dublin County Council 

Galway County Council 

Turnpike Land 

Tuam 
.1 

Galwa~ County ~ouncil Killimor 

Galway County Council Portumna 

Galway County Council Gort 

Kerry County Council Gorth Roe 

Laois County Council Mountmellick 

Laois County Council Longbarn 

Laois County Council Derrycloney 

Meath County Council Athlumney 
• 

Meath County Council Townparks, Navan 

Sligo County Council Tubbercurry 

Tipperary SR County 
Council Cashel 

westmeath County Council Lissywollen 
1 

wexford County Council I Enni'scorthy 
I 

Wicklow County Council I Fassaroe 
I 

Ballinasloe U.D.C. I Galway Road 

1 
1 NO. OF BAYS · 
1 
J .. 
1 5 bays 
1 
1 5 bays 
1 
1 5 bays 
1 
1 10 bays 
1 
1 10 bays 

10 bays 

4 bays 

1 bay 

1 bay 

6/8 bays 

14 bays 

7 bays 

3 bays 

9 bays 

9 bays 

6/8 bays 
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+ :::1'. " + ft ? ee · c .... ' -r I 
I ;. .... tOCATION 1 i'lO. OF' BAYS 

~ _____ ~~ ___ .~. __ ~ ________ I __ ~' ___ ~t ~t~ ______ ~ ______ I __________ ~_ 
1 " 1 

Ballinas~be U.D.C. 

Cork corporation 

.DU'bl'ib Cbrp'oration 

D~blfn ·t6rporat1~n 

Dublin Corporation 

Dublin Corpbration 

Galway Corporation 

Limerick Corporation 

Limerick Corporation 

waterford Corp~ration 

Waterford Corporation 

1 Athldne.. Road .~ 
I , 1 
1 Carrigrohanw 1 

1 1 
1 st. Olivert,"s Park '1 
1 1 
1 1 
L Gran'd carta]., -harbour 1 
1 1 
1 Dunsink Lane 1 
1 J 
1 1 
1 Emmet Street, Inchicore 1 

1 1 
1 Headford Road 1 

1 ~ 
1 Cooperage 1 

I -r 
1 ,Galvone Road 1 
1 . J ~ I' ~ 

I' Kilbarry 1 
1 - I l-' 
1 Bilberry 1 

1'4 bays' 
redev,e.lop 

5/'7 -bays 

20 bays 
r~deyelop 

1. '4 bMys 

25 bays 
.' 

5 bays 

9 bays 

12 bays 
~;/ pol"" 

7 bays 
J 1 J ':1') ----------------------- --------------

. ' 

- r ~ ... 

, I 

f • .. . .... ~ .:l .. . ' ,/"': 
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TABLE II - GROUP HOUSING 

GROUP HOUSING COMPLETED JANUARY, 1988 - DECEMBER, 1988 

1 
AUTHORITY 1 LOCATION NO. OF UNITS 

1 
I 

Cork ( S ) County Council I Clancoolmere 2 
I 

Dundalk U.D.C. 1 Marshes Upper 10 
I 

Drogheda Corporation I Cement Road 4 
1 

GROUP HOUSING- UNDER CONSTRUCTION DECEMBER, 1988 

'I 
AUTHORITY LOCATION 1 NO. OF UNITS 

_______________________ -------------------------_1--------------
1 

Dublin Corporation Cara Park Phase 2 I 12 Replacement 
_______________________ -------------------------_1--------------
GROUP HOUSING AT PLANNING INCLUDING TENDER STAGE AT DECEMBER, 1988 

1 

I NO. OF UNITS AUTHORITY LOCATION 
I 
I 

Clare County Council Ashline I 4 
I 

Cork (S) County Council Kinsale Road I 7 
I 

Kildare County Council Ardrew, Athy I 5 
I 

Dublin Corporation Grove Lane .1 6 
I 

Dublin Corpor,ation st. Margaret's Road I 7 
1 

Dublin Corporation St. Oliver's Park, 1 10 
I 

Ballinasloe U. D. C. Ballinaslo'e I 4 
I 

t · ...... , 

:4 !,. 

, 1 ' j .< 

'. 
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3.2 
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General 
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CHAPTER 3 

HEALT&AND' SOCIAL SERVICES 
>, 

" 

During 1988 there was a number of 'd~velopments in the Health and 

Social Service area that are of interest to membe;~ 9f the 
1 

travelling community. 

Travellers Resource Centre 

The Minister for Health agreed to provide £10~,o..Oo- t fr.bln the 

National Lottery Surplus to the Travellers Resource Centre to 

enable it to move to ne'w premi ses in Eus~ace Street, Dublin. 
This grant covered the co~t of renovation of the new-c~nir~ and 

the rent of the premises for the first year. The Eastern Health 
t _ t.. "-

'Board also' provides an annl.ial grant' to the centre "tb cover the 
cost o'f one full tiine employee and office .. expenses. - The centre 
provia'~s a valuable 'service' td the traveiling eommun.ity "in a 

number of areas. It also acts as an information centre for both 

t.q~yel~ers and members of the ,general public. 

Research Qn the Health of Travellers 
f .. 

A major research study on the health status o~ iraveilers is 
being carried out by the Health Rese~ch Board~ It aims to 

establish the mortality rate ?f trave~lers, th~i~ life 

expectancy, their ·level of uptake of hea~th services and their 

general level of healt~ vis-a-vis th~ rest of the population~ 

The results of the study will be invaluable in the planning and 
development of services for travellers~ 

The study will last for five years but interim reports are 
expected to be of great value in a number of areas. The first 

of these reports was published in 1988. This gave detailed 
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sta~istics relating to the age of travellers .and. a comprehensive 
breakdown of the various types of accommodation used by 
travellers. The report reflected the marked difference between 

the age structure of the travelling community and the population 

as a whole based on the 1986 Census of Population. The median 
age for the general population was 27 compared to a median age 

of 14 for travellers. 

It is expected that this report will be of considerable use in 
the planning of health, accommodation, training and educational 
services for travellers. Extracts from the report are 

reproduced below. 

Table III: AGE DISTRIBUTION 

Age No. % 

<1 447 2.8 

1-4 2,5.73 16.2 

5-9 2,718 17.5 
10-14 2,439 15.4 

15-24 3,468 21.8 

25-34 1;761 11.,1 

35-44 1,063 6,,7 

45-54 643 4.0 

55-64 434 2.7 

65-74 210 1.3 
75-84 66 0.4 
85+ 6 0.0 

TOTAL 15,888 100.0 

"-, 

, 
'. ' , 
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J~ Tabl~:tV: . DISTRIBUTION, AND MEAN AGE B¥ACCOKMODATION TYPE 

" No .' % Mean 
.!" Accommodation Type Persons Persons Age 

'" 
Local Authori ty House 7,105 4·4.7,· 19.2 
Othe r' House 919 5.8 21. 7 . 

Chalet. - 432 .2.7 20.6 

Caravan ( serviced si te·) 1,436 9. O· .16.2 

Caravan(unserviced si,te) 1,908 12.0.J 16.4 

Caravan (roadside) 3,883 24.'4 '17.0 

otl:ler 205 1.3 23.3 

TOTAL 15,888 100.0 18.3 

3.4 Mobile Clinic for Travellers 

The mobile health clinic for travellers continues to operate 

succ~ssfully in the Dublin a~ea. The clinic is staffed by two 

public health nurses and a driver and visits both official and 
unofficial sites in the Dublin area in an attempt ,to bring 

health services to those travellers who are most in~need of 

them. 

The clinic has developed a range of services in response to the 
needs which it has identified among travellers. These include 

health education, immunisation, maternity and ante-natal care 

and child health services. The clinic has produced six 
educational videos and travellers themselves were involved in 

the making of them. 

The following is a summary of the activities of the mobile 
clinic during 1988:- , 

( i ) No. of Visits to Homes/Sites 582 

( i i ) No. advised in Ante-Natal Care 78 

__ IiIIiiIitiIllliolo. ______________________________________ ____ _____ _ _ _ --
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( iii) No. advised in Post-Natal Care 29 

( i v) No. advised in Nutrition 190 

(v) No. of referrals ,to Hospital or 
further medical examiRation 151 

(vi} No. of child visits 1,515 

(vi'!:) " No. of child immunisations 259 

(vxii) No. of Educational Video Showings 57 

3.5 Child Care Bill 1988 ' 

In May 1988, the Minister for Health published-the Child Care 
Bill 1988. A number of provisions in the,Bill'are of interest 

to groups and individuals working with and for disadvantaged 
children and their families:-

Section 3 gives health boards responsibility to promote 

the welfare of children who are not receiving adequate care 
and protection and also confers ort the beards broad powers to 
provide child care and family support services; . 

Section 8 empowers health boards to grant aid voluntary 
bodies providing child ca~e and family support services; 

Section 9 enables the Minister for Health and health boards 
to sponsor or carry out research in relation to child care; 

section 42 empowers health boards to provide pre-school 
services for children; 

Section 58 makes it'an offence to'sell solvent-based products 

to children for "sniff~ng" ~urposes. 

The Bill passed its Second sta$e irt the Daii in~~ovember( 1988 

and is, awaiting its Committee st~ge. 
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3.6 National.Lottery Funds ~~r Disadvantaged Youth 

"-
In 1988, the Government made-available from the National Lottery 

Surplus a sum of £400,000 for serv~ces for ~oung travellers. 

The Monitoring Committee advised tbe Inter~D.epartmental 

Committee on Disadvantaged Youth on· the allocation of this fund. 

The following is a list of the bodies· assisted by this funding. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

National Asso~iation of Training 

Centres for Tra~elling People ( a full 

time youth officer to co-ordinate 

services has been appointed and funds 

have been allocated to 25 training 

centres for youth projects). 

Offaly County Council - (Tullamore 

Travellers Training and Education 

Commi ttee)-. 

Dublin Travellers Education and 

Development Group. 

Dublin Committee for Travelling 

People 

Dublin Committee for Travelling People 

(Supervised flatlets in Bray). 

St Catherine's Centre for Travelling 

Children, Cork City. 

Ballycasheen Centre for Travftlling 

Children, Killarney, Co Kerry. 

Development of Pre-School activities 

for young travellers in Galway City. 

Amount 

£ 

·260.000 

8,000 

6,300 

25,000 

50,000 

5,000 

2,000 

21,000 
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Amount 

9. St Brigid's Welfare Centre, Yellow Road, 10,000 
Waterford. 

10. Co wexford - Assistance for special 3,000 

hygiene and .laundry programmes for 

youn~ travellers attending classes in 
New Ross and Bunclody. 

11. ~South Tipperary - Special programmes 

for young travellers attending' special 

classes in Cashel, Co Tipperary.' 

12. Navan Travellers Committee. 

(Assistance for Youth and Community 
Work Service). 

13. Health and Hygiene programmes for 
travelling children at national schools 
in Drogheda area. 

3,200 

5,000 

1,500 
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-EDUCATION . 

4.1 A survey, of the educational provis~on for the children of 
traveller families was carried out by -the primary school 
inspectors in February and March 1988 to determine (a) the 
number of travelling children attending national schools; (b) 
the number attending pre-schools; and (c) the number and 
location of children of school-going age who are not attending 
school. This survey showed that the greates.t number of schools 
catering for traveller children was in the fol~owing counties: 

( 1 ) Dublin 62 
( 2 ) Cork 37 
( 3 ) Limerick 27 
( 4 ) Tipperary 20 
( 5 ) ,Wexford 19 

This reflects the urbanisation of the traveller community which 
has taken place over the past few decades. 

4.2 National Schools 

This survey showed that 375 schools cater for the children of 
traveller families, of which 106 were located in cities, 231 in 
towns or villages and only 38 in rural areas. The total number 
of these children enrolled in national schools was 3,953 and 
their age distribution was as follows: 

4 to 8 years 
9 to 12 years 

12 years + 

= 40.5% 
= 43.3% 
= 16.2% 

. 
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Home Accommodation ~. <, .. .'. 

T,he following are details of.' the "home accommodation of chi'l 'd'ren 

attending national school: . 

(1) Number. in 'parmanent accommoda'tion 

(2) ' Numbe~ io of·fi'cial .hal ting-si tes 

(.3) Number in ,roadside encampments 

2506 (63.4%) 

'57 0 (14. 4 % ) 

877 (22.2%) 

Nature of Educational Provision in National Schools 

Great cr~di t is due to all> who have shown such commi~tment 'in 

actively promoting the education _of traveller children f Such 

provision .often requi res consider.able flexibili ty rn ·.teachi'ng 

methodology and class organisati-on. An . e.xaminat'ion of the most 

prevalent practices sh'ows ,that 3 strategie,s at'e relied ·upon as 

fol,lows :.-
....... 

(l'h ,NuIt}b,e.r ··of !~upils in ,special . e-Iasses: 11713 (2.9.8%) 

; .. 
( 2 ) Number of pupils partly integrated but 

given additional assistance on 

withdrawal basis: 1'41G' (35.7%) 

~~) Numbe,r of. rpup,i·l s integrated in ~ 

ordinary classes: ,116 S (3 4 . 5 % ) 

The number of special classes' fortrav:el~ing chi,l<tren ,in 

ordinary national schools is now 120 and the spe'cial capi tation 

aid in respect of such classes has been increased to the level 

of that .paya!:?le i ,n respect' of. children in specia'l schools.' \ ) 

Transpor,t " . T 
~ l'. \ 

, Transpor·t is .provi.ded forp~pi.ls .. in the case of·."alB '.: o'f <"t:.h'e -

schools and in all 'bl,lt two or _ these ' the traITspor,tr":'ar:'r:'an'~mlmts 

are regarded as quj,t:e satisfac.t~ry. 
, , 

" 
(I I .... 0 If :.. 
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4.3 Pre-school Provision 

w l~"Etr. ... recent yea.rs increasi~ ·e'mphafors'has been placed on the 
provision of pre-schools and the number'of such schools has· 

" increased from 18 in 1984 to 41 at present. This impressive 
deve~op~ent attests to the import~nce attached by the Department 
of Education to the provision of pre-schoolling for bhese 
children because of its beneficial influence ·on t'hei'r later 
schooling. 

The Department of Education provides £20,000 per annum towards 
the purchase of equipment for pre'-schools and, also defrays 98% 
of the ~osts pertaining to tuitron and ~ransport. ~he 'su~vey 

shows -that ~O pre-schools are located in of'fiei'a! ha:l)ti'rig sites, 
14 on ,a s.chool campus or adjacent to i t and~17 'i,n :cr local' .hall 
or _centr~. The inspectors consider the accommod~tian suitable 
in the case of 35 of these schools. In all, 563 children, 
drawn from 393 families, attend the pre-schools. The 
attenpance of these children 'is regarded,ag"quite s~tisfactory 
and this is enhanced by the close proximity of the pre-school to 
the pupils' dwellings. - ~ 

Home Accommodation 

The following are details of the home. accommodation' ofi~hildren 
att~nding~pre-school: 

(1) eercen~age of children in permanent 
_ .pccommoda,tion. 

(2) : .. P,ercentage on official ha·l ting sites. 

(3) Percentage in roadside encampments. 

"43'.4% 

27.9% 

28.7%" 

It -bas been 'n<lted that travel'ler, families -permanently set"tled in 
~ bOllSftS' account ,for a la'rge percentage of tlie travelling children 

attending national schools. It is equally .igni~icant that the 
children on halting sites and in roadside encampments are very 
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well represented in pre-rschoO'ls. These distributional features 
may be attributed -to tW()\ facto'rg (1) the increasing tende'flcy of 
settled traveller families ~or enrol their children in juniot 
infant claSses in national ~chbo1s, thereby obviating their need 
for pre-schooling and (2) the location- of pre-schools in close 
proximi ty to halting si tes and :roadside en'campments. 

Staffing of Pre-schools .., 

There are 44 teachers employed in pre-schools and the fol1o~ing 
table gives details of their qualifications: 

Trained Teachers 7 

Montessori 13 

University Degrees 6 t~ l 

Special Course/Diploma 11 .. ) 
..)0 ( 

Leaving Certificate 7 ( ~ 
~ -", jJ 

~. 1 I-.. " 

, There are~JJ ahild~«are workers, und~r the ' a~~i' f bf ' th~ local 
heal th aut;hori ties, employed in' .28 of , ,the p,re;:sthoo}s'l" There 

is also a small number of pre-~9hools funded either by the local 
health authority or by voluntary organisations which cater for 
traveller children among others. 

4.4 Number of Traveller Children not Attending School 

Despite the excellent work which has been done, there are 
grounds for concern about the number of traveller children of 
school going age who are not attending school. 

The survey showed that 226 children of primary school age were 
not attending any school. It is felt that these figures must 
be treated with some caution due to the difficulties of 
providing precise infor~ation about families whose pattern of 
movement and residence tends to be very erratic. 

The Minister for Education issued a Circular (20/88) .in May 1988 

to Boards of Management and principals of National Schools. 
She was anxious to ensure that the children of traveller 
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t".!!'l ,f~I11.i·t~~§. ~Qou~lc:l'd~:n;;i ve fu}l bene-fi t· from the national 
lJe<t!:.).<t~9!la'2-'19YRt~m. and., recorded he·r deep apprec.iation of the 

V?J.llRP~e"r~o})~t'::ibution in this '~,egarth.l'lhich had been made by 
i .., ~09H:l:RJ 0t. l"lSlD{lgement, principal.' 'I':ea$:hers, class ·teachers and 

~ Y9!yn,1;.~ryj98~ncie'5, While appreciating' ,the, exc.ellent work that 
had been dpne the Minister expressed~eI ~0ncern about the 
number of traveller children of school~ going age who are not 
attending school. She urged school authorities to make a 
special effort to enrol these children and to cater for their 

d;J·~.eds . 

The National Coordinator for the Education of Travellers, 
employed by the National Council for Travelling people, 
continues to be extremely concerned about the number of children 
of post-primary school age (146'3 in the last count made by the 
Heal th Research Board) wh'o do not attend any school. About 200 

of these attend post-primary schools for shorter or longer 
perio~s, and another 150 - 200 attend Junior Training Centres, 
but that st,ill leaves over lOOO children· between the ages of 12 

7 15 who a~e not attending any-school. 

bS') l ... 
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CHAPTER 5 

TRAINING AND EMPLOYMENT 

5.1 Training 

During 1988 two new 'Travellers Training Centres were e-stablished 
at Carrick-on-Shannon and Portlaoise. with the return of 
Travellers to the Centre at Thurles, this brings to ~?'the total 
number of these Centres now in operation, with a capacity of 

some 660 places. These Centres are funded by FAS ana the 
Department of Education and are established and opeiat~d with 
the involvement 'and support of the National Assod:ati'on of 
Training Centres for Travelling Pedple (NATC). Each Centre has a 
management committee representative of the agencies involved and 
other local interests. 

During the year, considerable progress was made by the 

Curriculum Review Group which is composed of representatives of 
FAS, the De'partment "0-£' 'Educa'tion and NATC. ' New curricu'lum 

materfal waS pi'loted in tnree-centre-s and a semi'narfor: teaching 
staff to' discu's's proposed cu'r'ricufum 'changes took p"lace 'towards 
the end of the 'year-:- -It is expected that the revised' 
curriculum will be finalised during the coming year. 

" 

DetailS of the location and capaci ty' of the Centres (a's' at end 
of 1988 ) are- as follows: '-

Location 

Bray 
Co610ck 
Finglas 

TRAVELLERS TRAINING' CENTRES 

L. 

No. of 
Training 
Pl'aces 

.'\ 
, , 

... ...,.. ( -. 

Location No. of 
•• r 
-rrain'ing 

~·t '" 'J'" j .. Places 

Tallaght 
Clondal.lk£n' i <,. • 30 

Car'l\Qw'L.' :'.1 J ':315" 



- Locat.ion 

Cork 
Ennis 
Oranmore, Galway 
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No. 0( .. Location 
:>-.. • Tra1n1ng 

Pl~ces... 
, , 

Killarney 
Galway 
Loughrea 
BalliI}asloe 
Newcastle West 
Letterkenny 
New Ross 
Dundalk 
Longford 

No. of 
Training 
places 

24 
28 
24 
24 
12 

24 

44 
24 
24 

Tuam 
Abbeyfeale 
Ballina 
Navan 
Athlone 
Tullamore 
Thurles 
Portlaoise 

24 
24 
24 
24 
12 

24 
24 
2,4 
30 

20 
211 

Carrick-on-phannon 24 

TOTAL 657 

5.2 Employment 

During 1988, over 200 young travelle~s wep~ into employment, on 
the open market, in self-employment, in Government sponsored 
schemes, in youth work j~bs financ~d by NatioQal Lottery 
funding, or decided to go on to further training. 

The largest number of these went into employment in the open 
market·, wor~ing in factories or firms with wh.om they had done 
placements during training; in shops and garaqes, in hotels, 
cafe's and bars; in building construction, and in domestic or 
child care work, ,t.o name the most uS\lal,.. 16 found employment in 
England, 8 in farming and gardening. 

All but one of the nine small facto~ies in st. Kieran's 
$n,ter~rise Centre, Sandyford In~us,t,r;ial Estate employed' 
travellers in their workforce (and the owner of the one which 
did .not has been asked to leave the .Centre). Two of the small 
busi·nesses in st. Kierpn's Enterprise Centre moved to larger V ( . . 

pre~~ses during the year, taking with them their traveller 
workforce. 

_liIIIIiIIiIIIiIIi ......... "---_____ -'-_ _ ___ ... _ _ _ _ . __ __ - --- --- - - - . . - - --- - . -- ----
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The Carlow Industrial Society continues to employlyoun~ 
travellers in its Upholstery business; the Navan-Carl Cafe· 
business in Navan does likewise; as do the two co-ops in Galway 
City. Over 60 young travellers chose to go on to further 
training on completion of their Course in the Trainirtg Centre. 

5.3 FAS Schemes 

FAS has a number of employment schemes on which travellers 
participated during 1988. TEAMWORK provides temporary, 
employment opportunities for young people between 17 and 25 
years. 

The National Association of Training Centres sponsored two 
TEAMWORK projects during 1988. These two projects gave 
employment to 45 young people. The work involved the provision 

of an information centre for both travellers and settled people, 
the development of music and production of a magazine. The 
young people did a variety of work including working in the 
information centre, producing the magazine, assisting in the 
running of youth clubs, being (eceptionists and supervisors in 
the training centre, assisting in primary schools classes with 
traveller children and forming a cabaret group. 

The Dublin Travellers Education and Development Group also 
sponsored a project in 1988 employing 24 young people. The aim 
of this was to develop youth and community work and organise 
youth club activities. The work that was done involved 
bridge-building between travellers and settled people through 
presentations to local groups, the training of young travellers 
in various sports and cultural activities and the production of 
a newsletter. 

Other TEAMWORK p,rojects. provided a wide variety of work for 
young travellers throughout the country, including organising 
summer projects and day trips for young travellers, assisting 
children with numeracy, literacy problems and assisting in 
pre-schools. 
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'The Commun!ty EQterp~is~ Pro~~a~e involves community groups in 
the c~eation. ofr ~conomically viable jobs. Projects involved in 
theComm~nity Enterprise Programme in 1988 were as follows: 

Dubl!Q~ ~ravellers Enterprise De~elopment Group; 

Navan Car Care Co-op Society Ltd. 

The. €.E.P. also funded an enterprise worker to help DTEDG 
develop commercial opportunities suited to travellers, 
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CHAPTER 6 

PUBLIC ATTITUDES AND LEGISLATION 

6.1 public Attitudes 

The Committee r~gards the issue of public attitudes towarQs the 
traveller community as crucial to the successful future 
settlement of travellers. Unfortunately, there is still a great 
deal of prejudice against the travelling community which is 
manifested in opposition to attempts- to provide accommodation 
for the travellers. The Committee is of the view that much of 
this prejudice is based on ignorance of the lifestyle and 
culture of the traveller community. The Committee has 
established a sub-committee on public attitudes which continues 
'0 examine ways· and means of encouraging ~ore enlightened 

t >~ttitlldes among ~ !rish society towards the travelling community. 

6.2 Prohibition of Incitement to Hatred 

The Committee is pleased to note that the Government has agreed 
to amend the Prohibition of Incitement to Racial, Religious or 
National Hatred Bill, 1988 so as to prohibit incitement" to 
hatred against members of the travelling community. 

6.3 Anti-Discrimination Legislation 

The Committee continues to press for the introduction of 
legislation ~o prohibit discrimination against the traveller 
community. The Committee has made representations to the 
Department of Justice for the inclusion of a reference to the 
travelling community in the legislation required to enable the 
state to ratify the UN Convention on the Eli~ination of All 
Forms of Racial Discrimination. The Committee believes that 
this legislation is necessary to ensure that travellers enjoy 
the same basic rights as the rest of the population. 
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ctlAP.TER '7 

CONCL'QSI'ON :1"·~ ~ , 

, , 

. ' 

The Monitoring Committee is pleased to. note in this its fourth 
, • ::: ret>ort·,·' further significant progress in 'the pro¥ision 'o'f essential 

servicesJto t~avellers. 

Toe report outlines advances in accommodation, health~ employment, 
education and tra~n~ng seryices for travellers. ThelCommittee 
also noted that the annual count for 1988 of the trAvelling: 
communitY,showed a significant increase in settlemept of· the 
travelling community over previous years. 

The allocation of National, Lottery funding to 9,ecvicesJ for young 
travellers by the Inter-Departmental Committee'ioE Disadvantaged 
Youth was a welcome development. 

.} 
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