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EASTERN HEALTH BOARD 

GENERAL INFORMATION 

Head Office 

Dr Steevens Hospital, 
Dublin 8 

Telephone (01) 6790700 
Fax (01) 6710613 

Chief Executive Officer Mr P.J. Fitzpatrick 

Finance Officer Mr M.A. Gallagher 

Main Bankers : 

A.I.B. Pic, 
7/12 Dame St, 
Dublin 2. 

Auditor: 

Comptroller and Auditor General 
Dublin Castle, 
Dublin 2. 
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EASTERN HEALTH BOARD 

CEO'S/FINANCE OFFICER'S CERTIFICATION 

Certificate of CEO/Finance Officer 

for the year ended 31st December, 1996 

I/we certify that the Financial Statements of The Eastern Health Board for the year ended 31/12/1996 

as set out herein are in agreement with the Books of Accounts and have been drawn up in accordance 

with the accounting standards as directed by the Minister of Health. 

The Financial Statements, Forms 1-8, when read in conjunction with the notes, Forms N1-N15 and the 

Accounting Policies set out on pages 3 to 4 present fairly in all material respects, the Income and 

Expenditure of The Health Board for the year ended 31/12/1996 and the financial situation as at 

31/12/1996. 

Signed:  

Finance Officer 

Chief Executive Officer 

Date: 27th March 1997 
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Eastern Health Board 

ACCOUNTING POLICIES 

Year Ended 31st December, 1996 

(1) Basis of Accounting 

(a) The annual financial statements have been prepared on the accruals basis, under the historical 
cost convention, as modified for the valuation of fixed assets in accordance with the 
accounting standards for Health Boards specified by the Minister for Health. Those standards 
also provide that EU Funds, Road Traffic Accident income, Outpatient charges and minor 
miscellaneous income are accounted for on receipts and payments basis. Supplementary 
Welfare Allowances are recouped on a cash basis, the associated administrative cost (which 
represents the actual costs of the Board), are accounted for on an accruals basis. 

(b) Grants from the Department of Health are the amounts for the year allocated by the 
Department of Health by the date of certification of the annual financial statements by the 
Chief Executive Officer and Finance Officer. 

(2) Fixed Assets 

(a) All fixed assets acquisitions are capitalised, in accordance with the accounting standards specified 
by the Minister for Health, regardless of the source of funds. The accounting standards provide that 
assets with a value of £5,000 + (£1,000 in the case of computer equipment) are identified in the 
register of fixed assets. Assets with a value of less than £5,000 funded from capital are recorded in 
summary form in the register . 

(b) The fixed assets shown in the balance sheet have been valued in accordance with the 
accounting standards specified by the Minister for Health: 

(i) Land Valuations are based on the Department of Health/Valuation Office 
Guidelines. 

(ii) Buildings Written down reinstatement value. 

(iii) Equipment Cost less depreciation. 

(c) Depreciation 

In compliance with Department of Health accounting policy assets are depreciated. The 
depreciation, which is matched by an equivalent amortisation of the Capitalisation Account, is 
not charged against the income and expenditure account. Depreciation is calculated at the 
following rates. 

(1) Land: 
(2) Equipment 
(3) Vehicles 
(4) Buildings 

No depreciation 
20% straight line 
20% straight line 
2 54 % reducing balance 
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Eastern Health Board 

(3) Stocks of Consumable Stores 

(a) Stocks have been valued on the basis of the lower of cost and net realisable value. 

(b) The amount shown in the balance sheet for stock represents the major holdings of consumable 
stock of the health board as at 31st December, 1996. 

(4) Superannuation 
(a) The superannuation amounts shown are in respect of entitlements under the superannuation 

code and reflect charges for the year ended 31st December, 1996. 

(b) Superannuation deductions from staff are treated as income of the Board. 

(5) Lottery Funds 
The Board's distribution of discretionary lottery grants for 1996 are detailed in note 10 on page 33. 
Lottery grant income and expenditure are accounted for in the non-capital income and expenditure 
account. 

(6) Health Contributions and Levies 
£8,133 was collected in the year ended 31st December 1996 in respect of Health contributions and 
levies. 

(7) Patients Private Property 
(a) Monies received by the Board from or on behalf of patients for safekeeping are kept in special 

accounts separate and apart from the Health Board accounts. Such accounts are collectively 
called Patient Private Property accounts. 

(b) Such monies are not the property of the Board and are administered by the Board on behalf of 
the patients. 

(c) These funds are invested on the patients' behalf in gilt-edged interest/dividend yielding 
investments. 

(d) The accounts of the funds are audited by independent auditors. 
(e) The Board incurs administration costs in connection with these accounts which it recoups 

from the income arising out of the investments. In the year ended 31st December, 1996 the 
administrative costs recouped by the Board in this manner amounted to £312,689. 

(8) Subsidiary Companies 
The annual results of the subsidiary companies are not consolidated in the Annual Financial Statements 
of the Board. 

(9) Continsent Liabilities 
For the period concluding on 31st December 1996, the Eastern Health Board had a number of 
contingent liabilities dependent on litigation in which the Board was involved . No provision has been 
made in the Annual Financial Statements for the financial effect of these contingencies.The Board has 
insurance cover for both public and employers liability. 
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Eastern Health Board 

NOTE N15 

SUBSIDIARY COMPANIES 

The subsidiary companies of the Eastern Health Board are: 

(i) Verville Retreat Limited 
The Company is engaged in the treatment of nervous diseases and the provision of accommodation for 
such patients in the building. The 40,000 shares are 100% owned by the Eastern Health Board. The 
Eastern Health Board has two staff representatives on the Board of Verville Reatreat Limited with one 
acting as Chairman. There are no borrowings and no money advanced. A copy of the audited annual 
accounts of the company are furnished to the Eastern Health Board. 

(ii) Eve Holdings Limited. 
The Company provides Rehabilitation Programmes for people appropriately referred within the Eastern 
Health Board region. The issued ordinary share capital of the Company consists of two ordinary shares 
which are held in trust on behalf of the Eastern Health Board. Four senior personnel of the Eastern 
Health Board are on the Board of EVE Holdings Limited. It has no borrowings and no money advanced. 
A copy of the audited annual accounts are furnished to the Eastern Health Board. The funding for this 
Company is shown as a Section 65 Grant. 

(iii) Eastern Community Works Ltd 
The Company is engaged in improving the living conditions of the elderly by carrying out minor repairs 
and decorations to the main living areas of the elderly persons home. The Company also administers the 
Homecare Attendants Scheme and other minor programmes on behalf of the Eastern Health Board. It 
has no share ownership. Two officers of the Eastern Health Board are represented on the Board. It has 
no borrowings and no money advanced. A copy of the audited annual accounts are furnished to the 
Eastern Health Board. The funding for this Company is shown as a Section 65 Grant. 

(iv) Bradog Trust 
The objectives of the Trust are to carry on for the community the provision of housing and associated 
amenities for persons in deprived or necessitous circumstances and to provide for relief of poverty and 
deprivation caused by poor housing conditions and homelessness or other social and economic 
circumstances. It has no share ownership. Apart from two, all members of the Board are officers of The 
Eastern Health Board. It has no borrowings and no money advanced. A copy of the audited annual 
accounts are furnished to the Eastern Health Board. 

(v) Revolve Ltd. 
The Company is involved in the supply of wheelchairs to the health services and the carrying out of 
repairs and re-cycling of chairs. Shares are held by nominees on behalf of the Eastern Health Board. 
There are three officers of the Eastern Health Board on the Board. It has no borrowings and no money 
advanced. A copy of the audited annual accounts are furnished to the Eastern Health Board. 

(vi) Family Support Services - Kildare Limited 
This company provides an intensive input into families in need and to co-ordinate a range of supportive 
services and activities which facilitates the maintenance of children in their own home. There is no 
share ownership. There are five Directors on the Board all of whom are senior staff of the Eastern 
Health Board. The Company has no borrowings and no monies have been advanced. A copy of the 
audited accounts are submitted to the Eastern Health Board annually. 

(vii) Tolco Limited 
The objects for which the company is established are:-

to establish and maintain in conjunction with the Eastern Health Board residential, day-care , training , 
educational and work-shop facilities and services for the maintenance, up-keep, education, rehabilitation 
and training of those suffering from physical, mental, or psychiatric handicaps or disabilities. It has no 
share ownership One senior staff member of the Eastern Health Board is on the Board of Tolco. The 
company has no borrowings and no monies advanced. A copy of the audited annual accounts are 
submitted to the Eastern Health Board. 
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