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                EASTERN HEALTH BOARD 

Minutes of proceedings of Monthly Meeting 
held in 

the Boardroom, Dr. Steevens' Hospital, Dublin 8 
on Thursday 2nd September, 1999 at 6.00 p.m. 

Present 
Mr. P. Aspell Mrs. B. Bonar 
Cllr. C. Burke Cllr. L. Butler 
Cllr. E. Byrne Ald. I. Callely T.D. 
Cllr. L. Creaven Cllr. T. Cullen 
Cllr. A. Devitt Ald. Sen. J. Doyle 
Cllr. A. Doyle Cllr. Dr. D. Fitzpatrick 
Cllr. T. Fox Dr. K. Harkin 
Cllr. D. Heney Ms. M. Hoban 
Dr. D. Keane Dr. M Laffoy 
Cllr. C. McGrath Mr. G. McGuire 
Cllr. O. Mitchell, TD. Cllr. Dr. B. O'Connell 
Dr. P. O'Connell Cllr. M. O'Donovan 
Cllr. S. O'Fearghail Mrs. C. Quinn 
Cllr. J. Reilly Dr. J. Reilly 
Cllr. R. Shortall T.D. Dr. C. Smith 
Cllr. P. Vance 

Apology 
Dr. R. Hawkins 

Cllr. C. O'Connor 

In the Chair 
Ald. I. Callely T.D. 

Officers in Attendance 

Mr. P. McLoughlin, Chief Executive Officer  
Mr. M. Walsh, Programme Manager  
Ms. B. Clarke, Programme Manager 
Mr. M. Gallagher, Programme Manager  
Ms. M Windle, Programme Manager  
Dr. L. Thornton, A/Director of Public Health  
Mr. J. Curran, Technical Services Officer  
Mr. E. Halpin, A/Management Services Officer  
Ms. M. Browne, Communications Director  
Ms. M. Kelly, Personnel Officer  
Ms. M McGahem, A/Finance Officer  
Ms O. Treacy, Board Secretary 
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93/1999 
CHAIRMAN'S BUSINESS 

The Chairman read the following report which was noted by the Board. 

1. Condolences 

I am sure members will join with me in expressing sympathy with Cllr. Pat Vance, on the death of his mother 
Mrs. Ellen Vance and with Cllr. Deirdre Heney, on the death of her father Mr. Sean Heney. 

I would also like to propose a vote of sympathy to Mrs. Sylda Langford, Assistant Secretary at the Department 
of Justice, Equality and Law Reform following the death yesterday, of her husband, Mr. Shay Langford. Mr. 
Langford was a member of our Community Welfare Officer staff based in our health centre in Parnell 
Road, Dublin 12. 

The death of Ms. Margaret Annette Brinkley, Deputy Nursing Officer St. Lomans's Hospital also occurred at the 
end of July and I would like to extend a vote of sympathy to her family. 

In addition I would like to propose a vote of sympathy to  whose names have been included on the list of 
condolences, which have been circulated. 

As a mark or respect I wish to advise members that in accordance with Board protocol I am going to adjourn 
this meeting of our Board for fifteen minutes. 

2. Official Opening 

I wish to advise members that I will be officially opening 'Gheel House,' our Board's Addiction Treatment 
Centre for Drug Addicts on the North Circular Road (beside Connolly Norman House), on Friday 17th 
September, 1999 at 11.00a.m. Members will receive invitations to this function as soon as possible. 

3. Special Programme Committees 

Details of meetings arranged for the month of September are given on the agenda for this meeting. Members 
should note that there are some additional Special Programme Committee meetings scheduled for September. 
The venue for the Community Services and Services for Children & Families Programme Committee meetings 
o n 23rd and 28th September 1999 have now been agreed as follows: 

Special Committee meeting 23rd

 Community Services & 
Services  for  Children   & 
Families 

Boardroom, Dr. Steevens 10.45 a.m. 

Special Committee meeting28th

Community   Services   & 
Services  for  Children   & 
Families 

Boardroom, Dr. Steevens 6.00p.m. 
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94/1999 
MINUTES   OF   PROCEEDINGS   OF   ANNUAL   GENERAL   MEETING   AND 
MONTHLY MEETING HELD ON THE 15TH JULY, 1999. 

The minutes of the proceedings of the Annual General meeting and monthly Board meeting, both held on the 
15th July, 1999, having been circulated, were confirmed on a proposal by Cllr. J. Reilly, seconded by Cllr. 
L. Butler. 

95/1999 
QUESTIONS TO THE CHlEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

On a proposal by Cllr. J. Reilly, seconded by Cllr. T. Fox, it was agreed to answer the questions which 
had been lodged. 

1.       Cllr. Christy Burke. 

'To ask the Chief Executive Officer if the Eastern Health Board would set up a liaison on behalf 
of rent applicants with Dublin Corporation and the Gardai in the event of some applicant being 
involved with drugs or anti social behaviour". 

Reply 

The Eastern Health Board discharges rent and mortgage supplements arising from the obligation 
imposed under the Social Welfare (Consolidation) Act of 1993 and the Social Welfare 
(Consolidated Supplementary Welfare Allowance) Regulations of 1995. 

The Health Board does not have the right to withhold a statutory entitlement that is due to a citizen 
whose means are insufficient to meet his/her needs. The Act and the Regulations under which the 
Health Board operate require our Board to provide in effect an income supplement and it would be 
against the spirit and tenor of the legislation if matters were arbitrarily introduced by the Board to 
restrict an applicants right to such rent supplement. 

The rights of citizens are protected under the Data Protection Act (1989). The provision of 
information to other bodies such as Local Authorities, Revenue Commissioners, Garda Siochana 
etc. is restricted under this Act The Board is empowered to provide names and addresses of 
clients in receipt of rent supplement to the Gardaf only on foot of a criminal investigation When a 
client has been convicted by the courts for anti-social behaviour the Gardai inform the local C.W.O. 
at which time the rent supplement is withdrawn. 

The Rent Supplement Scheme has been reviewed by the Government and the results of this 
review have now been published. I expect this report to come before the Board shortly. 
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2. Cllr. Christy Burke.

'To ask the Chief Executive Officer if the Eastern Health Board would check out landlords properties in 
the North Inner City when rent applicants make a request for rent allowances as some properties 
may be unfit and unsafe. 

Reply 

Applications for rent allowance are received under the 1993 Social Welfare Act and the Social 
Welfare consolidated SWA regulations 1995. The board does not have the responsibility for the 
suitability or registration of private rented accommodation. Rent allowances are paid to claimants 
where their means are insufficient to meet their housing costs. 

One of the procedures used in processing applications is for the Community Welfare Officer to visit 
the accommodation to assess if the accommodation is suitable for the person's needs. Where the 
CWO is of the opinion that the accommodation appears unfit or unsafe the application may be 
refused or granted temporarily. In such cases the CWO may either refer the accommodation to 
the Fire Officer or the environmental health officer for their attention or else allow the applicant to 
find alternative accommodation. CWOs are not trained in assessing accommodation for compliance 
with safety standards. 

There are a small number of properties in the North Inner City area where tenants have entered 
into contractual arrangements with landlords and have sought rent subsidies. These tenants have 
been facilitated in the short term with rent subsidies, on the proviso that they make arrangements to 
obtain more suitable accommodation at the earliest possible time. 

3. Cllr. Christy Burke.

'To ask the Chief Executive Officer if the Eastern Health Board have plans to ease the waiting list 
for drug users at the City Clinic, Dublin 1; as there is a long waiting list at present". 

Reply 

There are currently 32 persons on the waiting list for City Clinic. 

- 10 for Maintenance Programme. 

- 22 for Young Persons Programme, 12 of whom have previously been on the programme. 

It is hoped that by transferring stable clients to a GP Clinic and having their methadone dispensed 
in a Community Pharmacy will eliminate the waiting list for the Maintenance Programme. The 
possibility of a new premises to house the Young Persons Programme is being actively explored. 
This would allow us to increase our current 63 persons in treatment to 100 and therefore reduce the 
waiting list 
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4.         Dr. K. Harkin

"Could the Chief Executive Officer please outline the procedures which exist in psychiatric 
hospitals within the Eastern Health Board region to dispense methadone to in-patients, 
who, prior to admission were being prescribed methadone, either under the Methadone 
Protocol Scheme or directly from Eastern Health Board drug treatment clinics. Could the Chief 
Executive Officer please make reference to any developments as regards this matter which may 
have taken place since July 1998". 

Reply 

The Management and treatment of psychiatric patients rests with the consultant psychiatrist who 
admits the patient. 

In general, the policy within psychiatric hospitals is to continue prescribing methadone to in - 
patients who are on a recognised methadone programme. 

The following outlines current procedures adopted by each hospital and specific reference is made 
where developments have been implemented since July 1998. 

St  Loman's/Tallaght Hospital 

The policy is that patients who, on admission, are on a methadone maintenance programme are 
transported to and from a drug treatment centre (usually the Aisling Clinic at Cherry Orchard Hospital), 
as required for the period of their admission. 

The policy remains unchanged since July 1998. 

Following the recent transfer of the acute psychiatric unit to Tallaght discussions are in train to 
agree protocols regarding the prescribing and dispensing of methadone within that hospital. To 
date no patients on a methadone programme have been admitted to the unit 

St.  Patrick's Hospital 

The policy whereby those on a methadone programme on admission to hospital are not facilitated 
to continue treatment is under review at present 

Vergemount Hospital 

The policy has changed from making arrangements to transport patients to a drug treatment centre 
to avail of their methadone. The current situation is that nursing management collect the methadone 
from the various climes such as Baggot Street and Pearse Street In some instances relatives of 
the patient collect and bring to the hospital the methadone which is dispensed by a named 
pharmacist (sealed bottle, stating dose and patients name). 

Newcastle Hospital 

The policy to dispense methadone to patients in the hospital remains unchanged. Patients not on 
a recognised programme are offered referral to a community agency. 
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Unit 9, James Connolly Memorial Hospital 

The policy of making arrangements to transport patients to a drug treatment centre is discontinued. 
Patients are now dispensed methadone from a specified unit in James Connolly Memorial 
Hospital. 

SL Vincent's Hospital, Fairview 

Methadone is administered to patients who have been admitted and who are on a registered 
methadone programme. Methadone is only dispensed by the Pharmacist at St. Vincent's Hospital. If 
the pharmacist is unavailable, the methadone is dispensed by the Drug Treatment Centre. 

St. James' Hospital - Psychiatric Unit 

It is the policy to administer methadone in the acute unit to patients who are on a recognised 
methadone programme. 

■ 
The policy remains unchanged since 1998. 

St Ita's Hospital, Portrane  

It was the policy of St Ita's Hospital not to facilitate the provision of methadone. The present policy 
is that the decision to continue prescribing methadone to in-patients who are on a recognised 
methadone programme rests with the treating consultant psychiatrist When patients need to be 
dispensed methadone, arrangements are made to transport the patient to and from a treatment 
clinic, (usually Drug Service Beaumont). 

St Brendan's Hospital 

The policy to administer methadone on site to patients who are on a recognised methadone 
programme is still operative. 

St John of God's Hospital 

There was no protocol on this matter in July 1998. Following discussions with the local drug 
treatment clinic at Patrick's Street, Dun Laoghaire, agreement has been reached to offer methadone 
to patients who are existing patients of that service. 

Central Mental Hospital 

The only patients that may be on methadone are those who previous to admission to the Central 
Mental Hospital were being treated on a reducing withdrawal programme in the prisons.IN such a 
case, the prison of origin will send the exact supply of methadone to the hospital in order to 
ensure that the patient completes treatment 

It is our Board's intention to continue discussions on procedural arrangements with all psychiatric units 
and hospitals to ensure patients receive continuity in treatment for the period of their admission. 

5.         Cllr. Charles O'Connor.

To ask the Chief Executive Officer to update the Board on agreements reached with the local 
community in respect of the continued operation of drugs services at the 
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Health Centre, Millbrook Lawns, Tallaght, will he detail the arrangements in place and confirm what 
plans are in place for the future and in reporting will he note the particular interest of the local 
members in this important issue and make a full statement". 

Reply 

There have been a number of meetings with both local residents, business people and local Public 
Representatives and agreement was reached around the provision of Addiction Services at the 
Health Centre in Millbrook Lawns. A defined catchment area has been agreed with the local 
community. As and from the 1st September 1999 only patients who satisfy a twelve-month 
residency qualification within this designated area will be afforded treatment in the Centre at 
Millbrook Lawns. 

As and from the 1st September 1999 a maximum of forty patients can be treated at Millbrook Lawns. 
After a six-month period if additional patients from the St. Dominic's Parish present for treatment 
this number will increase to sixty patients. These additional twenty patients can only be taken from 
the immediate Parish area. 

Within a two-year period the catchment area for Drug Treatment Services at Millbrook Lawns 
will be the Parish area. 

The management of the Board will ensure that patients are reminded of their contractual 
arrangements not to loiter in the vicinity of the Health Centre or the Shopping Centre. The 
management further agrees to provide appropriate security arrangements and twenty-four hour close 
circuit monitoring. Details of this will be worked out shortly with the Monitoring Committee. 

The management of the Board gratefully acknowledges the significant contribution made, to the 
finalisation of this agreement, by the local Public Representatives in the Tallaght area. Their 
contribution in negotiating an agreement between the local community and the Health Board was 
considerable. The management also wishes to acknowledge me considerable work of the 
monitoring committee that was in place at the time in helping to bring about this agreed solution. 

The management of the Board also wishes to acknowledge the hard work and commitment of its 
staff who helped maintain a Service in Tallaght throughout these very difficult times. 

6.          Cllr. Charles O'Connor. -    - 

To ask the Chief Executive Officer to furnish a report on the operation of the various services 
disrupted by the recent unfortunate fire at me Millbrook Lawns Health Centre in Tallaght, confirming 
that services to the community have been maintained and in reporting will he also update the Board 
on progress in restoring the damaged building and will he make a full statement". 

Reply 

From Monday 22nd August the following services have been relocated back into Millbrook Lawns 
Health Centre. 
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 The Public Health Nursing Service providing all Public Health Nursing Clinics and also all Public Health 
Nurses are located back into Millbrook Lawns. This service has now been completely restored with each 
of the clinics been delivered on a daily basis from Millbrook Lawns. 

 The Area Medical Officer Service has been restored in Millbrook Lawns, providing development clinics 
and vaccination clinics on a weekly basis. 

 Community Welfare Officers are now back in place and full service has resumed for the past three 
weeks. 

 Social Work Service is back in place and emergency duty is now taking place there. 

 Full Dental Service has now been restored. 

 The Speech and Language Service is now operating from Bernardos at the side of 
the building with full access through our own health centre. 

I have reviewed the situation on a weekly basis over the past number of weeks and I am now happy 
that our services are restored to the level that we had prior to the fire. The only service that has been 
relocated completely out of Millbrook Lawns is the Psychiatric Service. This is relocated in the TNT 
Buildings on me Belgard Road. As this building is close by and it's day hospital service is currently running 
very well, both staff and clients are happy with this current situation. 

The Drugs Treatment Service has resumed from the clinic each evening from 5.30p.m. to 
7.30p.m. 

With regards to the restoration of the damaged building a claim for fire damage has been made to the Board's Insurers 
and I am awaiting a response to mat claim. In addition a review is currently being undertaken of me service needs in me 
area, which will determine me future developmental needs of the centre. This review will inform our Board on the best 
way to deal with the short term and long term upgrading and , development of the centre. 

96/1999 

THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER'S REPORT 

The following report from the Chief Executive Officer was noted. 

1.       Elderly Unit in Beaumount Hospital.

I have circulated with agenda papers for this meeting copy of letter dated 15th July, 1999 from the Department of Health and 
Children advising of the approval a capital grant of £39,000 for the cost involved in the refurbishment of bathrooms and 
toilets in the elderly unit at Peamount Hospital. 
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2. Childcare Services.

I have circulated with agenda papers for this meeting copies of letter dated 16 July, 1999 from the 
Department of Health and Children advising of additional grants being made available to our Board for 
childcare services. 

3. Dental and "Consultancy Contract".

I have circulated with agenda papers for this meeting copies of letter dated 16 July, 1999 advising that 
additional funding will be made available to our Board for the "Epidiology, Oral Health Services Research and 
Specified Consultancy Services Contract". 

4. Food Handling Transport System in St. Ita's Hospital.

I have circulated with agenda papers for this meeting copies of letter dated 27th July, 1999 from the 
Department of Health and Children conveying the approval to the payment of a capital grant of £138,000 for 
the replacement of the food handling transport system in St. Ita's Hospital. 

5. Ballyrnun Day Nursery.

I have circulated with agenda papers for this meeting copies of letter dated 30 July, 1999 from the 
Department of Health and Children advising of a "once-off' capital grant of £300,000 towards the cost of 
putting the Ballyrnun Day Nursery facility in place. 

6. Capital Programme - Mental Health Services.
 
I have circulated with agenda papers for this meeting copies of letter dated 30 July, 1999 from the 
Department of Health and Children advising of allocation of capital funding towards the development of mental 
health services in the Eastern Health Board area. 

7. Stand-Bv Generation - Capital Grants.

I have circulated with agenda papers for this meeting copies of letter dated 3 August, 1999 and 10th August, 
1999 advising of the approval of a capital grant not exceeding £215,000 for the provision of stand-by 
electricity generation facilities. 

8. Equipment Repair - Year 2000 Programme.

I have circulated with agenda papers for this meeting copies of letter dated 11th August, 1999 from the 
Department of Health and Children conveying approval for the repair of identified equipment under the Year 
2000 programme. 

9. St. Columcille's Hospital.

I have circulated with agenda papers for this meeting copies of letter dated 9th August, 1999 from the 
Department of Health and Children conveying approval of a capital grant of £40,000 to meet the cost of 
emergency repair work to the mechanical and electrical services at St. Columcille's Hospital, 
Loughlinstown, Co. Dublin. 
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10. St. Francis Hospice. Raheny.

I have circulated with agenda papers for this meeting copies of letter dated 17th August, 1999 from 
Department of Health and Children advising of the allocation of the sum of £5,000 on a "once-off' basis to St. 
Francis Hospice to help them resource their Freedom of Information Project. Payment of this sum is being 
routed via our Board. 

11. "Historical Prospective on Social Work in Ireland".

I have circulated with agenda papers for this meeting copies of letter dated 17* August, 1999 from the 
Department of Health and Children advising of approval of an additional "once-off' grant of £2,000 to the Irish 
Association of Social Workers to fund production of a commemorative book "Historical Prospective on 
Social Work in Ireland". Payment of this sum is being routed via our Board. 

12. Capital Programme for Health Centre Developments and Capital Grant - Irish
Family Planning Association.

I have circulated with agenda papers for this meeting copies of letter dated 20* August, 1999 from the 
Department of Health and Children advising of approval to proceed with projects under our Board's Capital 
Programme for Health Centre Developments. 

In addition, I am advised that a Capital Grant of £10,000 is being awarded for the purpose of the 
implementation of security measures at the Irish Family Planning Association. 

13. Government Strategy for Road Safety 1998-2002.

I have circulated with agenda papers for this meeting copies of the First Progress Report of the High Level 
Group on road safety which was set up in 1990 to promote co-ordination between the different national 
agencies involved in road safety and to monitor the implementation of the Government Strategy for Road 
Safety 1998-2002. 

14. Towards a Standardised Framework for Inter Country Adoption Procedures.

I have circulated with agenda papers for this meeting copies Consultancy Report 'Towards a Standardised 
Framework for Liter Country Adoption Procedures", which was previously referred to in my report at our 
meeting on the 15th July, 1999. 

15. St. Michael's Private Hospital - Dun Laoghaire.

I have circulated with agenda papers for this meeting copies of letter dated 19th July, 1999 from Dun 
Laoghaire/Rarhdown County Council expressing their support for our Board's effort to ensure the retention 
of St Michael's as a hospital facility for the elderly. 

16. Notice of Motion - Wicklow County Council.

I have circulated with agenda papers for this meeting copies of letter dated 20th July, 1999 from Wicklow 
County Council in relation to a motion submitted by members concerning a full paediatric service at St 
Columcille's Hospital, Loughlinstown. 
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17. National Cardiovascular Health Strategy.

I have circulated with agenda papers for this meeting copies of Press Release dated 19 July, 1999 advising 
that the Taoiseach, Mr. Bertie Ahem, T.D. and the Minister for Health and Children, Mr. Brian Cowen, TJ>. 
launched the publication of "Building Healthier Hearts", a report by Cardiovascular Health Strategy Group 
which will provide the basis for the governments National Cardiovascular Health Strategy. 

18. Funding for Teenage Parenting Support Projects.

I have circulated with agenda papers for this meeting copies of Press Release dated 22 July, 1999 in which 
the Minister of State, Mr. Prank Fahey announces funding of £280,000 (full year) for three innovative 
projects, one of which is in Dublin, aimed at young parents under 20 years. 

19. National Children's Strategy.

I have circulated with agenda papers for this meeting copies of Press Release dated 29 July, 1999 in which 
Mr. Frank Fahy, Minister of State with Special Responsibility for Children announces the establishment of a 
high level Inter-Departmental Group to prepare a National Children's Strategy. 

20. Meningitis Report.

I have circulated with agenda papers for this meeting copies of Press Release dated 5th August, 1999 
in which the Minister for Health and Children, Mr. Brian Cowen, T.D. advises that he has received the 
second report of the Working Group of Bacterial Meningitis. 

21. Waiting Lists.

I have circulated with agenda papers for this meeting copies of Press Release dated 8 August, 1999 in 
which Mr. Brian Cowen, T.D., Minister for Health and Children announces the allocation of £3m to 
hospitals which have achieved the greatest improvement in their waiting lists and waiting times so far 
this year. 

22. National Regulations and EU Directives/Regulations:

I have circulated with agenda papers for this meeting copies of letter dated 19th August, 1999 
from the Department of Health and Children, together with copies of recently published 
National Regulations and EU Directives/Regulations. -    - 

23. Procedures for Dealing with Additional £25 VTOS Allowance.

I have circulated with agenda papers for this meeting copies of SWA Circular No. 6799 with clarifies the 
position in relation to the new £25 Education Training Allowance for participants of the Vocational Training 
Opportunity Scheme (VTOS). 

24. Initiative to free up Acute Hospital Bed Resource.
 
I have circulated with agenda papers for this meeting copies of letter dated 30th August, 1999 from the 
Department of Health and Children outlining approval to our Board's proposal in 
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relation to the provision of alternative care places for patients inappropriately accommodated in acute 
hospital beds. 

25.      Nurses Pay.

I have circulated with agenda papers for this meeting copies of Press Release dated 1sl September, 
1999 being a statement by the Minister for Health and Children, Mr. Brian Cowen, T.D. regarding 
nurses pay. 

97/1999 
THE HIGH SUPPORT HOSTEL IN IRELAND - REPORT NO. 14/1999. 

Following a slide presentation by Dr. Angela Mohan, Medical Director, St. Brendan's Hospital, it was 
agreed to note the report (copy filed with official minute). 

98/1999 
PROPOSAL ON ACCOMMODATION PROVISION FOR FORMER INMATES OF 
MOUNTJOY PRISON AND OTHER PLACES OF DETENTION - REPORT NO. 
19/1999. 

Following a powerpoint presentation by Mr. Fergal Black, Superintendent Community Welfare Officer 
and discussion on report no. 19/1999 (copy filed with official minute) to which the Chairman 
contributed and to which Mr. Black replied, it was agreed to note the report. 

99/1999 
ANNUAL REPORT OF THE COMPLAINT/APPEALS AND CENTRAL FREEDOM 
OF INFORMATION OFFICE - REPORT NO. 28/1999. 

On a proposal by Cllr. P. Vance, seconded by Cllr. J. Reilly, report no. 28/1999 (copy filed with official 
minute) was agreed. 

100/1999 
THE INTERNATIONAL YEAR OF OLDER PERSONS 1999 - GLOBAL EMBRACE, 
A WALK AROUND THE WORLD. 

On a proposal by Dr. B. O'Connell, seconded by Mr. P. Aspell, report no. 29/1999 (copy filed with 
official minute) was noted. 

101/1999 -    - 
NATIONAL  LOTTERY,  RESPITE  CARE  GRANT SCHEME AND SCHEME OF 
GRANTS  TO  VOLUNTARY  ORGANISATIONS. 

Following a discussion to which Deputy Shortall contributed and the Chief Executive Officer replied, it 
was agreed on a proposal by Deputy Mitchell, seconded by Cllr. T. Fox to note report no. 30/1999 
(copy filed with official minute). 
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102/1999 
PROGRAMME COMMITTEES - MEMBERSHIP 

Report no. 31/1999 (copy filed with official minutes) was approved. An exchange of membership 
between Dr. James Reilly, Deputy Jack Wall and Cllr. Don Tipping was agreed. 

103/1999 
TALLAGHT HOSPITAL BOARD - MEMBERSHIP 

Following consideration of report no. 32/1999 (copy filed with official minute), Mr. Seamus O'Brien, 
Programme Manager was proposed by Cllr. J. Reilly, and seconded by Ms. M. Hoban. Ms. Brid 
Clarke, Programme Manager was proposed by Cllr. Dr. B.O'Connell, and seconded by Cllr. L. Butler. 
Details of nominees are to be forwarded to the Department of Health and Children by the Secretary 
from which the Minister shall appoint one to the Tallaght Hospital Board. 

104/1999 
ELECTION   TO   THE   EASTERN   REGIONAL   HEALTH   AUTHORITY   OF 
MEMBERS BY PROFESSIONS. 

Following a discussion to which Mr. G. McGuire, Ms. M. Hoban, Dr. K. Harkin, Mrs. B. Boner, Cllr. J. 
Reilly, Cllr. E. Byrne, Dr. P. O'Connell and the Chairman contributed and to which the Chief Executive 
Officer replied and on a proposal by Mr. G. McGuire, seconded by Mr. P. Aspell it was agreed to note 
report no. 33/1999 (copy filed with official minute). 

105/1999 
PROGRESS REPORTS FROM PROGRAMME COMMITTEES 

1. Acute Hospitals and Services the Elderly 

On a proposal by Cllr. J. Reilly, seconded by Mr. G. McGuire, it was agreed to adopt the 
report. The following matters were dealt with in the report: 

(a)Visit to St. Vincent's Hospital, Athy and report on local services; 
(b)Capital Development Projects at James Connolly Memorial Hospital and Naas General 

Hospital; 
(c)Temporary registration for non-consultant hospital doctors in Ireland; 
(d)Paediatric Services in the Eastern Region. 

2. Services for Persons with Disabilities -    - 

On a proposal by Mr. P. Aspell, seconded by Cllr. Dr. B. O'Connell, it was agreed to adopt the 
report. The following matters were dealt with in the report: 

(a)Mental Handicap Services - Capital Allocation 1999; 
(b)Mental Handicap Services for Community Care Area 3; 
(c)Physical and Sensory Disabilities Services in Community Care Area 3; 
(d)Overview of services at Whitechurch Day Activation Centre. 
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3.        Community Services and Services for Children and Families. 

On a proposal by Cllr. A. Devitt, seconded by Cllr. L. Butler, it was agreed to adopt the report. The 
following matters were dealt with in the report: 

(a) General Managers report on services provision in the Wicklow area; 
(b) Possible introduction  of a Group C  Meningoccal  Disease  Vaccination Programme; 
(c) Report of the Inter-departmental Committee on the Administration of Rent and Mortgage 

Interest Supplement. 

106/1999 
NOTICES OF MOTION 

1.             At the request of Cllr. E. Byrne, it was agreed to defer the motion in the names of Cllr. T. Cullen, 
Cllr. M. O'Donovan, Cllr. J. Reilly, Deputy R. Shortall, Deputy J. Wall, Cllr. D. Tipping and Cllr. E. 
Byrne regarding dental/orthodontic treatment to the October meeting of our Board. It is noted that the 
Chief Executive Officer will include this matter on the agenda for the October Board meeting and in 
the interim a report will be circulated to members. 

2.                The following motion was proposed by Cllr. C. Burke: 

"This Board agrees to enter into negotiations with the owner of properties at: ICON in Amiens Street, 
Dublin 1; to purchase for the use of an extra city clinic where there is a problem for extra space so as to 
allow drug users from the Inner City to be given medical attention and counselling services as the City 
Clinic cannot cope with the ongoing requests for Drug Treatment". 

The motion was seconded by Cllr. C. McGrath and, following discussion to which Cllr. E. Byrne, Deputy 
Shortall, Cllr. J. Reilly, Cllr. C. McGrath, Ald. Sen. J. Doyle contributed, and to which the Chief Executive Officer 
replied, was agreed. 

3.              At the request of Cllr. Christy Burke it was agreed to withdraw his motion regarding rent and mortgage allowances 
to personnel who may be causing anti-social problems in local areas as this matter will be dealt with by way 
of a Special Programme Committee meeting before the end of this month. 

4.             At the request of Cllr. Christy Burke it was agreed to withdraw his motion concerning a forum with Gardai to 
checkout applicants who apply- for rent and mortgage allowances on the basis mat this matter will be dealt 
with at the Special Programme Committee meeting scheduled for later in September. 

5.                 The following motion was proposed by Dr. Marie Laffoy: 

"That the Eastern Health Board bans the sale of cigarettes at all of its acute and other hospitals". 

The motion was seconded by Cllr. E. Byrne, and following discussion to which Deputy Mitchell, Cllr. E. 
Byrne, Cllr. J. Reilly, Mrs. B. Boner, Dr. J. Reilly, Dr. P. O'Connell, Cllr. P. Vance, Dr. K. Harkin, Mr. G. 
McGuire, and the Chairman 
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contributed and to which Dr. M. Laffoy and the Chief Executive Officer replied, was agreed. It is noted 
that the Chief Executive Officer agreed to bring the adoption of this motion to the attention of other 
acute hospitals in our Board's area. 

6.        The following motion was proposed by Dr. Marie Laffoy: 

'The Eastern Health Board requests the Minister for Health and Children to introduce legislation to 
regulate the use of sun beds in this country". 

The motion was seconded by Cllr. L. Butler and, following discussion to which Cllr. C. Quinn, Deputy 
R. Shortall, Cllr. J. Reilly, Cllr. A. Doyle and Dr. J. Reilly contributed and to which the Chief 
Executive Officer replied, was agreed. 

107/1999  
CORRESPONDENCE 

Items of correspondence, as referred to in the Chief Executive Officer's report, were noted. 

108/1999 
OTHER BUSINESS 

Cllr. C. Quinn paid tribute to Ms. B. Clarke, Programme Manager, Children and Families for the management of 
issues in relation to the case of Baby A. Deputy R. Shortall, Cllr. E. Byrne and the Chairman associated 
themselves with these remarks and also conveyed their appreciation to Ms. M. Browne, Communications 
Director and her staff for their work in this regard. The Chief Executive Officer replied to comments and 
conveyed his appreciation to all staff involved. 

Mrs. B. Boner and Deputy Mitchell sought information in relation to the new Drag Refund Scheme to which 
the Chief Executive Officer replied. 

The meeting concluded at 8.35 p.m. 

CORRECT: P. McLOUGHLIN 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

 
 
 
 
 
CHAIRMAN 




