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        EASTERN HEALTH BOARD 

Minutes of proceedings of Monthly Meeting 
held in 

the Boardroom, Dr. Steevens' Hospital, Dublin 8 
on Thursday 1* April, 1999 at 6.00 p.m. 

Present 
Mr. P. Aspell  
Dr. S. Barry  
Cllr. L. Butler  
Cllr. I. Callely, T.D. 
Cllr. T. Cullen  
Cllr. J. Dillon Byrne 
Cllr. C. Gallagher  
Dr. D. Keane  
Mr. G. McGuire  
Dr. P. O'Connell  
Cllr. C. Quinn  
Cllr. K. Ryan  
Cllr. P. Vance 

Cllr. M. Barrett  
Cllr. B. Briscoe, T.D. 
Cllr. E. Byrne  
Cllr. B. Coffey  
Cllr. A. Devitt  
Cllr. K. Farrell  
Ms. M. Hoban  
Cllr. S. Laing  
Cllr. Dr. B. O'Connell 
Cllr. C. O'Connor  
Cllr. J. Reilly  
Cllr. R-Shortall, T.D. 

Apology 
Mrs. B. Bonar 

Cllr. J. Connolly 
Dr. K. Harkin 
Dr. J. Reilly 

In the Chair  

                                  Cllr. C. Gallagher 

Officers in Attendance 
Mr. P. McLoughlin, Chief Executive Officer 
Mr. M. Walsh, Programme Manager  
Ms. M. Windle, Programme Manager  
Mr. S. O'Brien, Programme Manager  
Ms. B. Clarke, Programme Manager  
Mr. M. Gallagher, Programme Manager  
Ms. M. Kelly, Personnel Officer  
Dr. B. O'Herlihy, Director of Public Health  
Mr. J. Curran, Technical Services Officer  
Mr. P. Doyle, Estate Management Officer     
Ms. M. Browne, Communications Director     
Ms. S. Fitzpatrick, A/Secretary 
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38/1999 
CONDOLENCES 

On a proposal of the Chairman, votes of sympathy were passed with those whose names 
had been included on the list which was circulated to members. 

39/1999 

CHAIRMAN'S BUSINESS 

The Chairman read the following report which was noted by the Board:- 

1. May and June Board meetings

With the agreement of the members, it is proposed to hold the May meeting of our Board in St. 
Vincent's Hospital, Athy, Co. Kildare on Thursday, the 6th May, and to hold the June meeting in St 
Colman's Hospital, Rathdrum, Co. Wicklow on the 3rd June, 1999. Members agreed. 

2. Association of Health Boards in Ireland - Animal Conference

Members will have received notice regarding the Annual Conference of the Association of 
Health Boards in Ireland which will be held in the Clontarf Castle Hotel, Clontarf, Dublin 3, on 
the 30th April, and the 1st May, 1999. 

Members who wish to attend the Conference should give their names to the Secretary. 

3. Special Programme Committee Meeting

I wish to advise members that there is a Special Programme Committee meeting for Community 
Services and Services for Children & Families on the 29th April, in Glenside Road, Wicklow, at 
10.45a.m. 

40/1999 
MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS OF MONTHLY MEETINGS HELD ON 4TH 
MARCH AND 9TH MARCH, 1999. 

The minutes of the proceedings of the meetings held on the 4th March, and 9th March, having 
been circulated, were confirmed on a proposal by Cllr. C. O'Connor, seconded by Cllr. J. Reilly. 

41/1999 
QUESTIONS TO THE CHD2F EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

On a proposal by Dr. D. Keane, seconded by Cllr. C. O'Connor, it was agreed to answer the 
questions which had been lodged. 
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1.    Cllr. Roisin Shortall, T.D.

"Will the Chief Executive Officer please report on the current difficulties in recruiting 
home-helps and care attendants; if he will outline the areas where the difficulties are 
most acute; if he will report on how this is impacting on the community care services; 
and if he will outline measures which he feels need to be taken to address the 
problem". 

Reply 

Recently, it has become more difficult to recruit home helps and home care attendants 
for a number of reasons. 

Home help organisers are experiencing difficulty in recruiting home helps and care 
attendants in all Community Care areas of our Boards region. Difficulties are becoming 
more acute in areas where new employment opportunities are arising and are attractive 
to those who are engaged as home helps and care attendants, and are subsequently 
posing recruitment problems. 

The main impact of these recruitment difficulties are that there are waiting lists in 
Community Care areas. In the case of home care attendants, nurses (P.H.N.S and 
R.G.N.S) are required to meet the service shortfall. The level of service is generally 
being maintained at 1998 levels, although some organisations are reducing services 
for clients in order to incorporate as many clients as possible. Cases are prioritised, 
with a speedy response to severe/heavy cases upon the recommendation of the Public 
Health Nurses. 

Our Board is actively seeking solutions to those problems and is encouraging the Area 
Partnerships to get involved by highlighting the employment opportunities. Our Board 
has established a working group to examine the home help service in our Boards 
region. The working group has produced its interim report which will be presented to our 
Board on 1" April 1999. This is a comprehensive examination of all aspects 
pertaining to the home help service and involves representative home help 
organisers. Our Board is committed to improving these services and recognises the 
great work being done by all home helps and home care attendants. 

Services are being maintained at 1998 levels. However, ongoing difficulties are being 
experienced in recruiting staff and the costs associated with advertising, 
interviewing, etc. This leads to ongoing work in staff induction and staff training. 
Ongoing movement of staff creates pressure on staff rostering and in particular the 
requirement for service and professional staff to provide the necessary supervision and 
support associated with deployment of new recruits. 

Our Board is using every opportunity it can to attract personnel by promoting our Board 
as a quality employer, by promoting the positive aspects of a career 
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in the health services and by improving the conditions of pay in the various grades as far as 
is practicable. 

In this year's letter of determination, the Department of Health and Children provided 
additional funding to bring payment rates for home helps to £3.00 per hour. Our 
understanding is that additional funding will be provided next year and thereafter so that 
rates can be improved incrementally up to the proposed minimum rate of pay. 

2. Cllr. Joe Connolly-

"To ask the Chief Executive Officer what is the latest position in relation to the provision of a 
site for headquarters for community games in the planning of the development of 
Grangegorman, and could he arrange to expedite decision in view of the urgency to obtain a 
permanent and prominent home for this organisation that caters for thousands of children 
annually encouraging their healthy active pursuits". 

Reply 

Our Board adopted the development control plan for the St Brendan's Hospital 
Complex in June 1998. 

Since then continuous discussions have taken place with the Dublin Institute of Technology 
regarding their proposals and requests from many organisations including the request for 
facilities from the Community Games Organisation. As soon as the DIT confirm their final 
proposals regarding the overall plan for St. Brendan's I will come back to the Board with a full 
report 

3. Cllr. Ivor Callely. T.D.

'To ask the Chief Executive Officer to give a brief of the job description of the Home Helps 
working in the Home Help Services: 

What is the hourly rate of pay? 
What is the rate for Saturday/Sunday/late nights/unsociable hours for Home 
Helps? 
What training and supports are provided? 

Reply 

There is a total of thirty-four voluntary organisations providing a home help service in our 
Board's area. 

The following are typical duties of a home help: 
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Home Care Tasks:

(a) Specific essential household hygiene. 
(b) Preparing and cooking meals. 
(c) Washing up. 
(d) Lighting fires. 
(e) Making beds. 
(f) Washing and ironing personal clothing. 
(g) Arranging for the laundering of bed linens and towels. 
(h)        Preparing the house for a client returning from hospital (provided satisfactory 

arrangements are agreed between the home help organiser and the client). 
(i)       Emptying a commode. 

Social Care Tasks:

(a) Shopping. 
(b) Collecting pensions. 
(c) Collecting prescriptions. 
(d) Paying rent and other accounts. 
(e) Reading, writing or posting letters. 
(f) Keeping in touch with relatives. 
(g) Making telephone calls. 
(h)        Contacting general practitioners of public health nurses or community psychiatric nurses        

or social workers or any other home based community service, when necessary. 
(i)         Encouraging the continuation with any hobby or social activity. 
(j)         Companionship/listening. 

•   At present the hourly rates of pay for home helps vary from £2.50 per hour to   
£4.50 per hour. The main reason for the differences in rates is that, traditionally, 
home help organisations in Community Care Areas 1 and 2 have paid higher rates 
than organisations in other areas. The minimum rate per hour for home helps will 
increase to £3.00 from 1st April 1999, in line with the letter of determination from the 
Department of Health and Children (and stipulation therein regarding rate of pay for 
home helps). 

• Payments for Saturday/Sunday/late nights/unsociable hours are at the flat rate; 
premium payments are not made. 

• Training and supports vary from area to area, depending on the organisation 
providing the service. 

Our Board established a working group to examine the home help service in the 
Eastern Health Board area. The working group contains representatives from our 
Board and from the home help organisations. The working group has produced 
its interim report which is on the agenda for the Board meeting on the 1st April 
1999. This is a comprehensive report which deals with a wide 
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range of topics pertaining to the home help service. Our Board is committed to 
improving the home help service and will act immediately on the recommendations of 
the working group with Board approval. 

4.         Cllr. Ivor Callely. T.D. 

"To ask the Chief Executive Officer the total expenditure by the Eastern Health Board 
in 1998 on the drug addiction programme and related issues, can the Chief Executive 
Officer give a breakdown of such expenditure, will the Chief Executive Officer advise 
of the success rate of the various programmes and will he make a statement on the 
matter". 

Reply 

The total allocation in 1998 for the AIDS/DRUGS Service was £14.333m. The cost of 
providing services in 1998 excluding capital development was £13.7m. 

The pay cost for 1998 was £6.4m. The non-pay cost, including developments at 
Trinity Court and support for 45 voluntary organisations, amounted to £7.3m. 

To date our Board's programme for drug misusers has succeeded in providing 
services at 42 locations in 1998. A comprehensive range of services is available in 
the region which provide treatment, prevention and rehabilitation programmes. These 
programmes include methadone maintenance, detoxification, counselling and 
support programmes, which are provided by multidisciplinary teams including 
Psychiatrists, General Practitioners, Nurses, Counsellors and General Assistants. The 
efficacy of these programmes has been validated firstly by the numbers of clients 
attending and secondly by internal and external evaluations which have already been 
undertaken. In addition the Garda authorities confirm that there has been a reduction in drug-
related crime in the Dublin Metropolitan Area and which it is acknowledged that the 
provision of drug treatment services has been a contributing factor. For 1999 it is 
proposed to extend the level of evaluations to confirm the appropriateness of our 
service response to drug misusers. 

Evaluations Carried Out to Date 

The following evaluations were carried out during 1998. 
• Evaluation of the in-patient detoxification programme in Cuan Dara. 
• An evaluation of the needle exchange data from 1990 to 1997. 
• An evaluation of the AIDS epidemiology data for 1995/96 was completed 
• On-going evaluation of the Sexually Transmitted Diseases service. 
• A descriptive analysis of the first five years of the methadone prescribing protocol is 

nearing completion. 
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Evaluation planned for 1999 

• A review of the STD services in the region is being conducted which will include 
an in-dept analysis of the STD component of the AIDS/Drugs Service. 

• Evaluation of our Board's response to the new methadone regulations. 
• Evaluation of the first ten years of needle exchange programmes. 
• Five years follow up of cohort of intravenous drug misusers who entered 

methadone treatment in 1993. 
• Review of epidemiology, current practice regarding vaccination care and contact 

management in groups at high risk of Hepatitis B infection. 
• Participation in a Trinity College study of prevalence of Hepatitis and HTV in Irish 

Prisons. 
• Conduct an external independent evaluation of our Board's drug services. 
• Information is submitted on an on-going basis to the Health Research Board 

which enables the monitoring and dissemination of information on the extent and 
pattern of drug misuse. 

Methadone Maintenance 

Methadone maintenance is the most evaluated form of treatment in the management of 
heroin addiction. There is clear and consistent international evidence that this form of 
treatment achieves significant reductions in heroin use and crime and a lowered risk of 
premature death including that from overdose. The consistent finding is that a daily 
methadone dose over 50mg is associated with lower rates of heroin use. Methadone 
maintenance has been found to be effective in reducing the spread of HIV through 
intravenous drug misuse and receipt of counselling and length of time in methadone 
treatment are both factors associated with a more favourable outcome. 

In-Patient Treatment Services 

These services generally provide detoxification and early rehabilitation with short stays 
from two weeks to twelve weeks maximum. They have significantly higher rates of 
completion of detoxification for opiate dependants than the out patient or community setting. 
All who are referred have failed in the community setting. A significant number of users 
inpatient detoxification go on to residential rehabilitation facilities and overall there is a 
need to look at the articulation between the provision of in-patient facilities and residential 
treatment facilities and day. care facilities. The average provision of these facilities 
appears to range between 0.5 and 1.5 per hundred thousand adult population. 

5       Cllr. Ivor Callely. T.D.

'To ask the Chief Executive Officer the total number of people in receipt of nursing home 
subventions/contract beds, will the Chief Executive Officer advise of the current weekly 
costs and likely annual costs in 1999, can the 
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Chief Executive Officer outline the procedure when a person in a private nursing home or in 
receipt of subvention has used up all their funds and are concerned as to their continued 
care and will he make a statement on the matter". 

Reply 

There are currently 2,666 persons in receipt of nursing home subventions in our Board's 
area. In addition, our Board has contracted a total of 377 places in private nursing homes to 
help meet the assessed medical needs of older persons, as appropriate. 

The average weekly cost of nursing home subventions, including the cost of 'contract places', 
is £298,307 per week. The projected full year cost for this service in 1999 is £15.512m. 

Persons who are in receipt of private nursing home subventions and whose financial 
circumstances have changed are entitled to apply to have the amount of their subvention 
reviewed. Equally persons who have been funding their own private nursing home costs 
and whose financial circumstances have changed may also apply for financial assistance 
towards the cost of their continuing nursing home care. The Nursing Homes (Subvention 
Amendment) Regulations 1996 allows a rate of subventions, exceeding the maximum 
amount, to be paid in such circumstances. 

6.            Cllr. Charlie O'Connor. 

"To ask the Chief Executive Officer to confirm to the Board his plans to provide services 
and accommodation for the elderly over the next 10 years in the Tallaght region and will he 
make a statement". 

Reply 

At the June 1998 meeting of our Board the report '10 Year Action Plan for Services for Older 
Persons 1999-2008' was adopted as a comprehensive and inclusive statement of intent committing 
our Board to targeting the provision of a range of services for older persons for the 10 year period 
1999 - 2008. 

The '10 Year Action Plan' covers services for all older people including older people with learning 
disabilities and psychiatric disorders. The report was completed following a detailed needs 
assessments of the older population in the Eastern Health Board region which included 
identifying the service needs for the Tallaght area. In identifying the service needs due regard was 
given to the projected increase in the number of older people over the next 10 years and in particular 
the projected increase in the number of people aged 80 years and over. 
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The '10 Year Action Plan for Services for Older Persons 1999-2008' covers the full spectrum 
of services for older persons including community support, acute 
assessment/rehabilitation, day care, respite/intermittent care, convalescent and long 
stay care. 

Recent and Future Short/Medium Term Developments in Dublin S/W Area are:- 

• A  6 bed acute Psychiatry of Old Age Unit has been provided at Tallaght Hospital. 

• A Consultant Psychiatrist in the Psychiatry of Old Age and support Team is currently being 
appointed staff to manage the above Psychiatry of Old  Age Service. 

• Financial clearance has been sought in order to provide an additional post of Consultant 
Physician in Medicine for the Elderly. 

• A new Day Unit for older persons has been developed at St Brigid's Home, Crooksling. 

• Increased funding has been made available to allow for the enhancement of the Home 
Help Service, a proportion of which will be expended in the Dublin S/W area. 

• The 'Ten Year Action Plan' has identified the need for the provision of Community Units 
for older persons at St Loman's, Tallaght and Walkinstown. 

7.        Cllr. Charlie O'Connor.

"To ask the Chief Executive Officer to state what proposals he has to improve the rates of pay 
to Home Helps noting the great work being done in this regard in Tallaght by Tallaght Welfare 
Society and will be make a statement". 

Reply 

Our Board is very aware of the work being carried out by home helps in a professional and 
caring manner throughout the Eastern Health Board's area. Our Board is cognisant of the fact 
mat the current rates of pay for home helps are lower man in other sectors of the economy 
and, due to this, appreciates fully the dedication being shown by our home helps. The basic 
rate of pay for home helps in the Tallaght area is £2.50 per hour. This rate is being increased 
to £3.00 per hour as and from the 1st of April 1999, in line with increased funding provided 
by the Department of Health and Children in its letter of determination (including stipulation 
regarding rate of payment for home helps). 
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8.        Cllr. Charlie O'Connor.

'To ask the Chief Executive Officer to welcome the report "We have no beds" by the Health 
Research Board into the availability and use of acute psychiatric beds in our region and 
please indicate what action he now purposes in response to the report and will be 
make a statement". 

Reply 

The report is welcomed by our Board and will be invaluable in terms of future planning of 
services for our Board's area. At present we are formulating a five-year strategy for the 
future development of mental health services in our Board's region and the conclusions of 
this report will be taken account of in this planning process. It is proposed to make a detailed 
presentation of the report's analysis and conclusions at a future meeting of the Programme 
Committee on Health Promotion, Mental Health, Addiction and Social Development. 

42/1999 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER'S REPORT 

The Chief Executive Officer read the following report which was approved by the Board:- 

1. Capital Development in 1999 - Physical and Sensory Disability Services.

I have circulated with agenda papers for this meeting copies of letter dated 29th January, 1999 
from the Department of Health and Children advising that sum of £1.080m is being allocated 
to our Board for Capital Developments in 1999 in the physical and sensory disability services 
sector in our Board's area. 

2. Governance St. James's Hospital.

I have circulated with agenda papers for this meeting copies of letter dated 10* March 1999 
from the Department of Health and Children confirming that Professor I. Howie has been re-
appointed by the Minister to be Chairman of the new Board of St James's Hospital and also 
advising that the process of appointing the remaining members to the board is underway and 
is proceeding as expeditiously as possible. 

3. Vote 35: Tourism. Sport and Recreation: 1997 Appropriation Accounts and 
Report of the Comptroller and Auditor General (resumed).

I have circulated with agenda papers for this meeting copies of letter dated 12th March, 
1999 from the Committee of Public Accounts advising of their intention to resume the 
examination of the above matter on Thursday 15th April, 1999. Members will recall 
discussion at our monthly Board meeting in 
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January, 1999 regarding references made to an examination of this matter on 12th January, 
1999 by the Committee of Public Accounts, at which the issue of expenditure on the Drugs 
Initiative in our Board's area was discussed. In response to my correspondence to the 
Chairman of the Public Accounts Committee in this regard our Board have now been invited 
to participate in the resumed proceedings. 

4.           Annual Report of the Ombudsman 1998.

I have circulated with agenda papers for this meeting copies of letter dated 18th March, 1999 
together with a copy of the Annual Report of the Ombudsman for 1998. The Ombudsman 
hopes this report will be of benefit to all Public Bodies in their efforts to promote high 
standards of  Public  Administration. 

5.            Omagh Bombing.

I have circulated with agenda papers for this meeting copies of letter dated 19thMarch, 1999 
from Omagh District Council acknowledging with thanks our Board's book of condolence 
presented on behalf of the people in our Board's area to the people of Buncrana and Spain. 
We have been advised that books of condolences have been, and will continue to be a 
source of great comfort and support to all whose lives have been touched by the terrible 
events of the 15th August, especially the bereaved. 

6.            Establishment of the Social Services Inspectorate. 

I have circulated with agenda papers for this meeting copies of letter and Press Release 
dated 10th March, 1999 from the Department of Health and Children announcing the 
establishment of the Social Services Inspectorate. The function of the new Inspectorate 
will be to support the Childcare Services by promoting and ensuring the development of 
quality standards in the personal social services. 

7.           Arch Club - Portmarnock  

I have circulated with agenda papers for this meeting copies of Press Release dated 11th 
March, 1999 in which the Minister for Health and Children, Mr. Brian Cowen, T.D. paid 
tribute to the work of the Portmarnock Integrated Arch Club who provide recreation and 
social services to persons with physical, sensory and intellectual disabilities in the 
Portmarnock area. The Minister was visiting the site of a new resource centre which when 
completed will offer vocational training to persons with disabilities in the area as well as 
providing a new base for the clubs existing services. 

8.           Launch of the National Health and Lifestyle Survey. 

I have circulated with agenda papers for this meeting copies of report and Press 
Release dated 11th March, 1999 announcing the launch of results of the 



56 01/04/1999 

first ever Irish National Health and Lifestyle Surveys by Mr. Brian Cowen, T.D., 
Minister for Health and Children. These surveys were commissioned by the 
Department of Health and Children in 1998 and carried out by the Centre for Health 
Promotion Studies, National University of Ireland, Galway. 

9. Treatment of Irish Heart and Lung Transplant Patients.

I have circulated with agenda papers for this meeting copies of Press Release dated 
11th March, 1999 in which the Minister for Health and Children, Mr. Brian Cowen, 
T.D. announced that a contract has been agreed with the Freeman Hospital, 
Newcastle for the treatment of Irish patients requiring a lung or heart/lung transplant. 
The contract will commence with effect from the 1st April, 1999. 

10. National Lottery Funding.

I have circulated with agenda papers for this meeting copies of Press Release dated 
24th March, 1999 in which the Minister for Health and Children, Mr. Brian Cowen, 
T.D., announced that National Lottery Grants totalling £270,000 would be provided by 
his Department to the Irish Kidney Association in 1999. 

11. "Many Peoples - One City ".

I have circulated with agenda papers for this meeting copies of a Information Booklet 
on Housing, Welfare and Health in Ireland. 

This booklet was launched by The Right Honourable the Lord Mayor of Dublin Cllr. 
Senator Joe Doyle on Monday 22nd March, 1999 and is part of an initiative "Many 
Peoples - One City" which aims to promote cultural diversity and to welcome asylum 
seekers and refugees to our region. 

"Many Peoples - One City is a partnership between Dublin Corporation and our 
Board and has been developed by both organisations. 

12. Increase in Rates of Allowance for 1999.

I have circulated with the agenda papers for this meeting copies of letter dated 27th 
January, 1999 from the Department of Health and Children advising of an increase in 
maximum rates of certain allowances effective from the 2nd June, 1999. 

13. Appointment of design team for James Connolly Memorial Hospital. 
Blanchardstown.

I have circulated with the agenda papers for this meeting copies of letter dated 26th 
March, 1999 from the Department of Health and Children notifying us that sanction 
has been given to our Board for the proposed appointment of 
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members of a design team for the re-development of James Connolly Memorial 
Hospital. 

14. St. Patrick's Festival. 1999.

I have circulated with agenda papers for this meeting copies of letter dated 25th March, 
1999 from Mr. Rupert Murray, Festival Director which I will read directly (see attached 
letter). 

15. James Connolly  Memorial Hospital Development.

I wish to inform members that Development Control Plan for the Hospital development 
and the Stage 2 submission for Phase 1 of the development have been approved and a 
planning application has now been lodged with Fingal County Council on today's date. 

16. Naas General Hospital Development.

I wish to inform members the Kildare County Chief Fire Officer is in the process of 
recommending the issue of a Fire Certificate, with a number of management conditions, 
for the new Naas General Hospital development. Following formal notification of the issue of 
the Fire Certificate the detailed specification and tender documentation will be forwarded to 
the 8 selected contractors with the objective of having a contractor on site early August, 
1999. 

43/1999 
REPORT AND EVALUATION OF A PILOT PROJECT AIMED AT REDUCING TEENAGE 
PREGNANCIES IN THE EASTERN HEALTH BOARD AREA 1997-1998 - REPORT NO. 
8/1999. 

Following a powerpoint presentation by Ms. M. Acton, Teenage Health Co-ordinator on 
Report No. 8/1999 (copy filed with official minute) and discussion to which Mr. G. McGuire, 
Cllr. B. Briscoe, Dr. S. Barry, Cllr. E. Byrne, Cllr. M. Barrett, Cllr. R. Shortall, T.D., Cllr. A. 
Devitt, Cllr. J. Reilly, Ms. M. Hoban, Cllr. C. Quinn, Cllr. P. Vance, Cllr. K. Farrell and Cllr. C. 
Gallagher contributed, and to which Ms. B. Clarke, Programme Manager for Children & 
Families, and Ms. M. Acton replied, it was agreed on a proposal by Cllr. J. Reilly, seconded 
by Cllr. A. Devitt, to adopt the report. 

44/1999  
INTERIM REPORT OF THE WORKING GROUP ON HOME  HELP SERVICES IN THE  
EASTERN HEALTH BOARD AREA –REPORT NO. 
9/1999 

At the request of Cllr. I. Callely, it was agreed to refer Report No. 9/1999 to Programme 
Committee for Community Services, Children & Families for consideration (copy filed with 
official minute). 
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45/1999 
"WE HAVE NO BEDS" - AN ENQUIRY INTO THE AVAILABILITY AND USE OF ACUTE 
PSYCHIATRIC BEDS IN THE EASTERN HEALTH BOARD REGION- REPORT NO. 
10/1999. 

At the request of Cllr. I Callely, T.D., it was agreed to refer Report No. 10/1999 to Programme 
Committee for Health Promotion, Mental Health, Addiction and Social Development for 
consideration (copy filed with official minute). 

46/1999 
PROGRESS REPORT FROM PROGRAMME COMMITTEE 

1. Community Services and Services for Children and Families. 

On a proposal by Mr. G. McGuire, seconded by Cllr. C. Quinn, it was agreed to adopt 
the report. The following matters were dealt with in the report: 

(a) Report on services in Community Care area 7 
(b) Report of the GP Unit 
(c) Programme Manager, Community Services Report 
(d) Report of the Child Care Advisory Committee 1998 

2. Health Promotion, Mental Health and Addiction and Social Development. 

On a proposal by Cllr. P. Vance, seconded by Cllr. K. Farrell, it was agreed to adopt 
the report. The following matters were dealt with in the report: 

(a) Report on services being provided at Domville House Addiction Centre 
(b) Programme Manager's Report 
(c) List of Clinics/Addiction Centres 

3. Services for Persons with Disabilities. 

On a proposal by Cllr. I. Callely,T.D., seconded by Cllr. K. Farrell, it was agreed to adopt 
the report. The following matters were dealt with in the report: 

(a) Report on Services for Persons with a Mental Handicap in Community Care area 10 
(b) Report on Services for People with Physical and Sensory Disabilities in Community 

Care Area 10 
(c) Report on the Prevalence and Causes of Intellectual Disability in Children in 

the Eastern Health Board Region 
(d) Report on the St Catherine's Minibus Crash - "Responding to Tragedy". 
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4.        Acute Hospitals and Services for the Elderly. 

On a proposal by Cllr. C. Quinn, seconded by Cllr. I. Callely, T.D., it was agreed to 
adopt the report. The following matters were dealt with in the report: 

(a) Development projects at James Connolly Memorial Hospital 
(b) Development of Community Units for the elderly 
(c) New extension to the long-stay unit at the District Hospital, 

Baltinglass. 

47/1999 
NOTICES OF MOTION 

(i)       The following motion was proposed by Cllr. J. Reilly:- 

"That this Board agrees to eliminate the need for recipients of Supplementary 
Welfare Payments to queue as this practice is at variance with the Automated/Postal 
Payments System which attaches to other payments". 

Mr. M. Walsh, Programme Manager for Community Services, updated Cllr. Reilly on 
progress to date towards achieving an automated/computerised system in our 
Board's region which should be complete by July, 1999. 

Cllr. Reilly, acknowledged the Programme Manager's response as satisfactory. 

The meeting concluded at 7.30 p.m. 

CORRECT: PAT MCLOUGHLIN 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 




