
Minutes of the Eastern Health Board
held on 7th April 1994 (266kb)

Item Type Meetings and Proceedings

Authors Eastern Health Board (EHB)

Rights EHB

Download date 25/05/2023 03:09:05

Link to Item http://hdl.handle.net/10147/44330

Find this and similar works at - http://www.lenus.ie/hse

http://hdl.handle.net/10147/44330


56 07/04/1994 

EASTERN HEALTH BOARD 

Minutes of proceedings of Monthly Meeting 
held in 

The Boardroom. Dr. Steevens' Hospital, Dublin 8 
on Thursday 7th April, 1994 at 6:00 p.m. 

Present 

Mr. P. Aspell Cllr. M. Barrett 
Mrs. B. Bonar Cllr. G. Brady 
Briscoe. Cllr. B. T.D. Cllr. E. Byrne 
Cllr. I. Callely. T.D. Cllr. B. Coffey 
Cllr. J. Connolly Dr. R Corcoran 
Cllr. L. Creaven Cllr. T. Cullen 
Cllr. A. Devitt Sen. J. Doyle 
Cllr. B. Durkan. T.D. Cllr. C. Gallagher 
Dr. R Hawkins Dr. D.I. Keane 
Cllr. T. Keenan Mr. G. McGuire 
Ms. M. Nealon Cllr. D. O'Callaghan 
Cllr. Dr. W. O'Connell Cllr. C. O'Connor 
Dr. B. O’Herlihy Cllr. J. Reilly 
Dr. J. Reilly Cllr. T. Ridge 
Sen. D. Roche Cllr. K. Ryan 
Cllr. R Shortall, T.D. Dr. C. Smith 
Cllr. D. Tipping Dr. R Whitty 

Apologies 

Cllr. K. Farrell 
Cllr. O. Mitchell 
Dr. M. Wrigley 

In the Chair     

Cllr. M. Barrett 

Officers in Attendance 

Mr. M. Walsh. D/Chief Executive Officer 
Mr. P.J. Fitzpatrick, Programme Manager, Community Care 
Mr. S. O'Brien, A/Programme Manager, General Hospital Care 
Mr. G. Brennan, Technical Services Officer 
Ms. M. Gallagher. Finance Officer 
Ms. M. Kelly. Personnel Officer 
Mr. M. O'Connor. Secretary 
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42/1994 
CONDOLENCES 

On the proposal of the Chairman votes of sympathy were passed with:- 

• The family of Walter Burke, Care Officer. Central Mental Hospital. 

• Brendan Moran, Supt. Community Welfare Officer. Kildare. on the death of his 
mother. 

• Breda Brislane. Matron, Naas General Hospital on the death of her mother. 

• Ann Coakley, Community Welfare Officer. Community Care Area 6, on the death of 
her brother. 

• Peadar McCabe. Assistant Chief Nursing Officer. Child Psychiatric Services, on the 
death of his sister. 

• Kathleen Slattery. Community Welfare Officer. Community Care Area 6. on the death 
of her mother. 

• Mr. Tom Beegan, Chief Nursing Officer, on the death of his mother. 

43/1994 
CHAIRMAN'S BUSINESS 

The Chairman read the following report which was noted by the Board:- 

"1.      May and June Board meetings 

With the agreement of the members it is proposed to hold the May meeting of our 
Board in St Colman's Hospital. Rathdrum on 5th May. 1994 and the June meeting of 
our Board In St Vincent's Hospital. Athy on 2nd June. 1994. 

2.        Official Opening of New Health Centre Roundwood, Co. Wlcklow. 

I wish to advise members that arrangements have been made for the Minister for 
Health. Mr.Brendan Howlin. T.D.. to officially open the new Health Centre in 
Roundwood on Monday. 18th April. 1994 at 12 noon. I am sure that members win 
agree that the Health Centre should be dedicated to the memory of our former 
Chairman. Cllr. Frank Hynes. 

Following the official opening of the Health Centre, at a separate function, the 
Minister for Health will announce the approved Capital Development Programme for 
our Board for the period 1994 to 1997. 

3.        Exhibition on Changes in the Eastern Health Board Psychiatric Services 

I wish to advise members also that arrangements have been made for the Minister 
for Health to visit Dr. Steevens' Hospital at 9.30 a.m. on 4th May. 1994 to officially 
open a one-day exhibition on changes in our Board's Psychiatric Services, with the 
emphasis being placed on the move to community -based services. 

Members will receive invitations to these functions in due course. 
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4. Committee on Single Parent Births and Families 

I wish to advise members that the meeting of the Committee on Single Parent Births 
& Families which had been arranged for Monday, 18th April has. due to the official 
opening of the new Health Centre in Roundwood. been rearranged for Friday. 6th 
May,1994 at 11.00 a.m. 

5. April Meeting of Special Hospital Care Programme Committee 

I also wish to inform members that the April meeting of the Special Hospital Care 
Progress Committee will be held in St Vincent's Centre. Navan Road on 14th April 
and not in Cheeverstown House, as listed in the schedule of meetings appended to 
the agenda. 

6. Meeting of Budget Working Group 

A meeting of the Budget Working Group will be held on Friday. 22nd April at 11.00 
a.m. to consider our Board's financial position at 31st March, 1994 and a recent 
Department of Health letter regarding proposals for the refinancing of health agencies 
debts. 

Members of the Budget Working Group will receive written notice of this meeting." 

44/1994 
CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF MONTHLY MEETING HELD ON 3RD MARCH. 1994 AND OF 
SPECIAL MEETINGS HELD ON 17TH FEBRUARY, 10TH MARCH AND 14TH MARCH. 1994. 

The minutes of the monthly meeting held on 3rd March, 1994 and of special meetings held on 
17th February. 10th March and 14th March. 1994. having been circulated, were confirmed on 
a proposal by Dr. Hawkins, seconded by Cllr. Connoily 

[a]       Matters arising from the Minutes. 

Cllr. Byrne referred to Minute No. 41/1994 regarding the decision to adjourn consideration of 
Reports No. 5/1994 and 15/1994 regarding Women's Health Policy. Including further 
consideration of short-term pilot initiatives, to a 
future meeting of our Board. 

Following a discussion to which Cllr. Byrne, Dr. Reilly and Dr. O'Herlihy contributed, it was 
noted that the date of the Board meeting at which these matters would be further considered 
would be advised to the members at the May meeting of our Board. 
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45/1984 
QUESTIONS TO THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

On a proposal by Sen. Doyle seconded by Cllr. O'Connor, it was agreed to answer the 
questions which had been lodged:- 

1. Mr. G. McGuire 

"Can the Chief Executive Officer give an up-to-date progress report on the re-
organisational plans for the Eastern Health Board?" 

Reply 

The Minister for Health has indicated that he intends to publish a national Health 
Strategy shortly. It is expected that the question of future organisational 
arrangements will be addressed as part of this strategy. 

2. Cllr. J. Reilly 

To ask the Chief Executive Officer if the Eastern Health Board has presently in its 
employ persons who are visually impaired or deaf, and if he will outline the Board's 
policy in relation to the employment of such persons?" 

Reply 

Our Board currently employs a number of people who are visually impaired or deaf. 
They are employed in the clerical, paramedical and ancillary staff areas. Our Board is 
committed to the employment of people with disabilities to the maximun extent 
possible, consistent with our needs. In all, our Board employs at least 150 people 
with various degrees of disability, physical or mental, in various service roles. 

3.        Cllr. T. Ridge 

To ask the Chief Executive Officer to advise in relation to the current position 
regarding the development of an integrated family/school project in North 
Clondalkin?" 

An integrated family/school project titled DOCHAS. which is managed by a local 
committee which includes representatives from a number of local voluntary and 
statutory groups, indudtag our Board, has been established. The project is financially 
supported by the Health Board and the Department of Education and provides a 
child care service to selected children in the 8-12 age group. By providing medium to 
long term intensive support to both child and family the project hopes to ensure that 
vulnerable children remain within their family, their school and their community. This 
project in North Clondalkin is one of a number of new community initiatives to 
support children with difficulties, and their families. 

A project leader and two project workers were appointed in late 1993 and early 1994. 
The Department of Education will be assigning teachers from existing schools for 
sessions in the Centre. Difficulties were experienced in obtaining suitable 
accommodation for the project. It is temporarily located at present in the Rowlagh 
Community Centre. A site adjacent to the Community Centre for a purpose-designed 
centre has been acquired from South Dublin County Council. Plans have been drawn 
up for the centre, and it is planned to commence construction as soon as planning 
permission has been finalised. 
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4.        Cllr. T. Ridge 

To ask the Chief Executive Officer to advise on the current position in relation to the 
Health Board's efforts to acquire suitable premises for use as a day activation centre 
for physically disabled people in the Dublin West and North West areas, including 
Clondalkin?" 

Reply 

Our Board's service plans for the physically handicapped include the provision of at 
least one Day Activation Centre in each Community Care Area. To date, eight centres 
have been developed. These centres are managed by voluntary organisations such 
as Irish Wheelchair Association. Central Remedial Clinic. Polio Fellowship, etc. Our 
Board is represented on the Management Committees and substantial funding 
towards running costs is provided for each Centre. 

Our Board has been seeking funding for such centres in Tallaght. Clondalkin and 
Blanchardstown. In 1993 some funding was seCllred for the provision of one 
additional centre. Arrangements have been made with the Central Remedial Clinic to 
assist them in establishing an additional centre and the C.R.C. are. at present, with 
our Board, seeking a suitable premises in the Tallaght/Clondalkin area. 

5.        Cllr. B. Byrne 

"Will the Chief Executive Officer please outline the criteria applied for receiving a 
Domiciliary Care Allowance. Can he say if a four year old. near deaf, child requiring 
two hearing-aids, would be deemed to be eligible?" 

Reply 

Domiciliary Care Allowances are paid by health boards in respect of children between 
the ages of two and sixteen years who are so severely physically or mentally 
handicapped that they require care and attention which is considerably in excess of 
that normally required by a child of the same age. 

The child's disability must have been present for at least six months prior to the date 
of application and must be likely to continue for at least a year. Eligibility is 
determined primarily by reference to the degree of care and attention required by the 
child rather than to the type of handicap involved. Each case must be individually 
assessed. 

Applications for the Allowance are made to the local Community Care Office and are 
decided by the Director of Community Care and Medical Officer of Health. 
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6.        Cllr. I. Callely. T.D. 

To ask the Chief Executive Officer if he will outline the average waiting time for the 
commencement and process of foreign adoption assessments for the years 1989. 
1990. 1991. 1992 and 1993. is there a backlog for commencement of assessments, 
if so. what is the backlog and what measures will the Chief Executive Officer take to 
improve the situation and will he make a statement on the matter?" 

Reply 

Since the introduction of the Adoption Act 1991 in June, 1991. there is a statutory 
obligation on health boards to carry out assessments in respect of foreign adoptions 
and to provide reports to the Adoption Board. 

In December. 1991. a total of 69 applications had been received. Our Board was in 
the process of recruiting additional Social Workers with assessment experience for 
this work at that time and the waiting period for an application to be taken up was 18 
months. 

A further 69 applications were received during 1992. by which time four Social 
Workers were engaged exclusively for foreign adoption work.  In mid 
1993. the waiting period had been reduced to 14 months and by January 
1994. to 12 months. This was due partly to the assignment of Social Workers 
exclusively to this work and partly to a reduction in the numbers of applications 
received. 42 applied in the year 1993 and new applications this year to date are 
being received at the rate of 2 or 3 per month. 

It is planned to have the watting period reduced to 6 months by May 1994 and 
eliminated entirely by the year end. 

7.       Cllr. I. Callely. T.D. 

To ask the Chief Executive Officer what were the total monies paid for taxi/hackney 
and courier services by the Eastern Health Board in 1993. what was the main usage 
for the taxi/hackney service and what is total estimated cost for this service in 1994?" 

The total amount paid by our Board for taxi/hackney and courier services in 1993 
was £572.353. 

Taxi/hackney services are used, in the main, for transporting patients to hospital out-
patient clinics, day centres, day hospitals, sheltered workshops and to Child and 
Family Centres. 

The estimated cost of this service in 1994 is £575.000. 



62 07/04/94 

8.    Cllr. I. Callely, T.D. 

"To ask the Chief Executive Officer if he will outline the average waiting time for the 
commencement of orthodontic dental treatment for each of the four listed categories 
requiring treatment on the waiting list at present and comparison figures for March 
1993 and March 1992 and can the Chief Executive Officer outline what progress is 
expected on the waiting lists in 1994." 

Reply 

The waiting lists for orthodontic treatment are currently being reviewed and updated. 

As advised to the Board a full report will be brought to the Community Care 
Programme Committee when the review has been completed. 

9.   Cllr. C. O'Connor 

To ask the Chief Executive Officer to detail (a) the premises, and [b] the lands in the 
general Tallaght area which are in the ownership of the Board, listing the current 
and/or proposed uses in each case." 

Reply 

Details of the premises and lands in the ownership of our Board in the Tallaght area 
a re set out below:- 

    

1. Mental Health Centre 
BelgardRoad 
Tallaght 

Freehold Mental Health Centre 

2. Tallaght Resource Centre St 
Dominick's Main Street 
Tallaght 

Freehold Currently being sold jointly 
with Dublin Corporation 

3. Health Centre 
MiUbrook Lawns 
Tallaght 

Freehold Health Centre 

4. Fortunestown 
Tallaght  
Site: 2 Acres 

Freehold Site for development of new 
Health Centre 

In addition, our Board is renting two houses at nos. 1 and 2 Rathmintin Court. 
Jobstown. for use as a temporary Health Centre and no. 66 Old Bawn Road for use 
as a Resource Centre to replace St. Dominick's. 
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10. Cllr. C. O'Connor 

To ask the Chief Executive Officer to detail the amounts being paid by the 
Board in rent subsidies in estates in the general Clondalkin area noting the 
number of houses involved in each Estate?" 

Reply 

The information requested which is not readily available on the basis of 
individual housing estates, is set out on the basis of the Districts served by 
the Community Welfare Officers working in the general Clondalkin area:-

1701 

1702 

1703 

1704 

1705 

1706 

Cherrywood. Greenpark. 
Monksfield. Riversdale. 
Yellowmeadows. Oldchurch. 
St John's, St Kilians 

Woodford. Monastery, 
Neilstown. Moorfield, 
Floraville, Castle Avenue 

Kilmahuddrick, Deansrath. 
Melrose. Lealand. 
Ashwood, Alpine 

Wheatfield. Oatfield. 
Rowlagh.St Ronans 

Harelawn. Shancastle, 
Greenfort. Old Tower 
Foxdene. Glenneld. 
St Marks. Woodavons, 
Rosewood, Liscarne, Balgaddy 

o 

98 183,750 139 171.7 

49 98.040 100 121.9 

12 16,868 38 28.9 

25 47.581 25 23.8 

1 2.563 5 2.8 

14 33.358 33 26.7 
199     382,160  346 376.20 

11. Cllr. C. O'Connor 

To ask the Chief Executive Officer to state what planning is taking place 
regarding services and facilities to be provided at the proposed Health Centre 
in West Tallaght which was the subject of recent announcements by the 
Board and the Minister for Health." 

Reply 

Our Board recently received approval from the Department of Health to 
proceed with the planning and construction of a number of new health 
centres, including Fortunestown. 

The planning brief (including schedule of accommodation, operational 
policies etc.) is currently under active review in discussions with the 
Department of Health and local staff and will be updated in the light of 
current needs. Discussions are also due to take place with General 
Practitioners regarding their interest/involvement in the new health centre. 
As soon as the planning brief has been updated, a Design Team will be 
appointed and detailed planning will commence with a view to having 
construction commence as quickly as possible. 
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12     CIlr.E. Byrne 

To ask the Chief Executive Officer to say what procedures were activated to inform 
the G.M.S. patients of Dr. (name and practice supplied) that she was not available 
through Illness. Will he also state if any contractual arrangements exist which oblige 
doctors with a G.M.S. complement to inform their clients when they become 
unavailable through illness, holidays or other business." 

Reply 

Doctors participating in the General Medical Service Scheme are required under the 
terms of their contracts to arrange their own locums and to make suitable 
arrangements to enable contact to be made with their locums/deputies for urgent 
cases outside normal hours. They are also required to make known to their patients 
their hours of routine availability by way of notice in their practice premises. If a doctor 
is unable to obtain a locum our Board is obliged to assume responsibility for services 
to patients. 

Our Board became aware, in late 1993, that the doctor to whom the question refers 
had been in ill health but did not receive any request to arrange a locum. The doctor 
had made arrangements with two doctors to provide services. These two doctors 
have confirmed that they are providing services for the patients of the doctor 
concerned. 

13.     Cllr. D. Tipping 

"To ask the Chief Executive Officer to report on the status and precise location of the 
Health Centre proposed for Swords?" 

Reply 

The provision of a new Health Centre in Swords is one of a number of such centres 
recently approved by the Department of Health. 

Our Board has looked at a number of possible sites for the new health centre in 
Swords. Our Board owns a site in Bridge Street Swords. At this stage this would 
appear to be the most suitable site available and I am satisfied that, with proper 
design, it will be possible to provide a very functional and attractive health centre on 
this site. 

The planning brief (that is the accommodation requirements) has been finalised by 
our Board in consultation with local users and has been approved by the Department 
of Health. Discussions are continuing with Department of Health officials in relation to 
commencing the design and construction of the new Health Centre. 
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46/1994        
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER'S REPORT 

The Deputy Chief Executive Officer read the following Report which was noted by the 
Board:- 

"1.       Industrial Action by Psychiatric Nurses in St. Brendan's Hospital 

I regret to have to advise members that the Psychiatric Nurses' Association 
commenced industrial action in St Brendan's Hospital this morning at 8.00 a.m. 

This action followed a letter dated 21st March. 1994 which the Association sent to 
the Chief Nursing Officer In St. Brendan's Hospital informing him thatthey were 
taking full Industrial action because of staff shortages effective from 8.00 a.m. on 
Tuesday. 5th April, 1994. 

The Branch Secretary of the P.NA wrote to the Personnel Officer on 28th March. 
1994 stating that, following a meeting on 25th March. 1994 with senior hospital 
personnel. It was not possible to affect a resolution and that industrial action would 
proceed on 5th April as previously indicated. 

Discussions were held between our Board's management and representatives of the 
Psychiatric Nurses' Association and SIPTU on 31st March and 5th and 6th April. 
1994. following which a set of proposals aimed at resolving the issues was put to the 
Unions. These proposals provided for 

1. the employment of an additional star nurses due to the unusually high level 
of protected sick leave among nurses at St Brendan's Hospital in recent 
times, 

2. a review of the operational policies in St Brendan's Hospital (which was the 
subject of a discussion document issued to the P.N.A) aimed at improving 
the deployment of staff and eliminating the difficulties currently being 
encountered. 

They were, however, rejected by the Unions at general meetings held on the evening 
of 6th April. 1994 and members of the Psychiatric Nurses' Association commenced 
their action at 8.00 a.m. this morning. SIPTU has arranged to take a ballot among its 
members in relation to the course of action which they wish to follow. 

Following the rejection of our Board's proposals last night discussions were held with 
representatives of the P.NA with a view to arranging emergency nursing cover for the 
patients in our care. I regret to have to inform members that no emergency cover 
was made available to our Board and, as a result, serious difficulties are being 
encountered In maintaining satisfactory levels of patient care. 

Our Board's management are available to continue discussions with a view to 
resolving the present difficulties and we have asked the P.N.A to consider a Joint 
approach to the Labour Relations Commission with this objective in view. 

I would like, on behalf of our Board, to apologise to the patients in our care and their 
relatives for the inconvenience caused by this Industrial action and to assure them 
that every effort will be made to ensure that our patients will be maintained in the 
maximum possible comfort while the action continues. 
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2.        Anti-D Immunoglobulin 

I have circulated with the agenda papers for this meeting copies of a press release 
issued by the Minister for Health regarding the arrangements made for a national 
screening programme for women who may have been affected by Anti-D 
Immunoglobulin which they had received in the past. 

The Minister also announced that he had appointed an expert group whose primary 
focus would be to conduct a detailed examination of the problems which had arisen 
with the Anti-D product The group will also make recommendations to the Minister on 
any other matters relating to the Blood Transfusion Service Board which they 
consider necessary. 

3.       Foundation Stone tor Building the New Bone Marrow Oncology 
/Haematology Unit at St. James's Hospital 

I have circulated with the agenda papers for this meeting copies of a Press Release 
issued by the Minister for Health when he laid the foundation stone for the new Bone 
Marrow/Oncology/Haematology Unit at St. James's Hospital on 4th March, 1994. 

The new unit will comprise a total of 31 beds on the ground floor. This will be a two-
storey building which win house a total of 62 general acute beds. The total capital 
cost of the development Is £2.98 million. 

4.        Expenditure on Drugs and Medicines in the General Medical Services Scheme 

I have circulated with the agenda papers for this meeting copies of a Press Release 
issued by the Minister for Health when he announced the 1993 end-of-year 
expenditure figures for the Indicative Drug Target Scheme, which was introduced 
following the November 1992 agreement between the Department of Health and the 
Irish Medical Organisation. 

The total expenditure on drugs and medicines in the G.M.S. in 1993 was £139.7 
million (an increase of 2.64% on expenditure in 1992). In achieving this expenditure 
level a total of 645 doctors made savings amounting to £5.3 million on their individual 
targets. 

The Minister paid tribute to all the doctors who participated in the scheme and 
expressed his satisfaction that through their efforts a sum of £5.3 million would be 
available for Investment in practice development The Minister also paid a special 
tribute to the general practice units in the health boards whose members had 
supported individual doctors in their efforts. 

Funding for Rape Crisis Centres 

I have circulated this evening for the information of members, copies of a Press 
Release issued by the Minister for Health on 1st April. 1994 in which he announced 
an increase of over 77% in funding for Rape Crisis Centres in 1994. 

The funding being made available to assist the Centres in 1994 amounts to £458.500 
compared to £258.500 in 1993. 

Apart from making additional funding available for the Rape Crisis Centre in Dublin, a 
sum of £150.000 was also made available towards the development of Rape 
Counselling Services provided by our Board in Clontarf. Tallaght and 
Blanchardstown. 
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6.        Acceptance of Gift 

Our Board has been bequeathed a sum of £6.690.42 for allocation to children's 
homes. 

It is proposed that the bequest should be divided equally between the following 
homes: - 

1. Tabor Society Residential Home for Boys. 70 Seville Place. Dublin 1 and 

2. The Society of St. Vincent de Paul 69 Amiens Street. Dublin 1. 

I recommend Board approval to the acceptance of the gift in accordance with the 
provisions of Section 33 (5) of the Health Act. 1970. 

Members agreed to the acceptance of the gift as proposed. 

7.        Additional Funding for the Development of Services to persons with a Mental 
Handicap 

I have circulated this evening for the information of members, copies of letter dated 
14th March. 1994 from the Department of Health referring to the qfVtit*onal funding 
which the Government is making available this year for the development of services 
to people with a mental handicap. 

Details of the allocation of additional funding in our Board's area for 1994 are set out 
in the appendix to the letter and include the provision of 78 residential places. 230 
day care places. 16 respite care places, 10 emergency places, the provision of the 
home-support scheme for 525 cases. 

The additional funding also provides for the transfer of 47 persons with a mental 
handicap from St. Ita's Hospital. Portrane. This matter is also referred to in the 
Special Hospital Care Programme Committee Progress Report. 

The total cost of the developments in our Board's area is £3.560.125. 

8.        Programme far Competitiveness and Work 

I have circulated this evening for the information of members, copies of relevant 
sections from the Programme for Competitiveness and Work. The extracts circulated 
are from Section VI of the Programme "Social Equity" and relate to: 

1. Social Welfare 
2. Health 
3. Social Housing 
4. Equality Measures 
5. People with disabilities. 
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9.        HIV/AIDS Statistics 

I have circulated this evening for the information of members, copies of a Press 
Release issued by the Minister for Health on 6th April. 1994 giving the latest statistics 
on HIV/AIDS. 

The statistics show an increase of 4 new cases of AIDS since January. 1994 and 8 
deaths from AIDS since that date. The total number of AIDS cases is now 388 and 
the number of deaths from AIDS has risen to 192 (49% of the total). 

IV/Drug abusers account for the largest number (171 or 44%) of cases of AIDS while 
Homosexuals/Bisexuals account for 126 or 32% of AIDS cases. 

A total of 1.465 cases have tested positive for HIV antibodies - an increase of 7 
positive cases since the end of January. 1994. The HIV statistics show that IV/drug 
abusers represent 50% of the total, homosexuals 19% and heterosexuals 13%. 

10.      Child Care Act, 1991 

I have circulated this evening for the information of members, copies of letter dated 
14th March. 1994 from the Department of Health referring to the Government's 
intention that the Child Care Act 1991 will be fully implemented by the end of 1996 
and advising that in relation to the additional funding being made available in 1994. 
the indicative allocation for the developments in our Board's area will be equivalent to 
£3.0 million in a full year. 

11.      Task Force on Special Housing Aid for the Elderly 

The Department of the Environment, in letter dated 3rd March 1994. notified our 
Board of an interim allocation of £500.000 for 1994 in respect of the scheme for 
Special Housing Aid for the Elderly. 

Last year our Board was allocated a total of £357.000 (267 cases dealt with). 

The increase on the 1993 allocation is particularly welcome and will be used to deal 
with an additional 50 cases (approximately). 

Estimated expenditure under this scheme by our Board this year is as follows: 

Dublin City and County          £300.000 

Co. Kildare £100.000 

Co. Wicklow £100.000 

Total £500.000 
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12.      Back-to-School Clothing and Footwear Scheme 1994 

I have circulated this evening for the information of members, copies of Department 
of Social Welfare Circular SWA1/1994 advising that a Back-to-School Clothing and 
Footwear Scheme will operate during 1994 on the same lines as the 1993 scheme. 

The scheme will operate from 1st June to 30th September. 1994 and we have been 
requested to ensure that the bulk of the payments under the Scheme should be 
made before 31st July. 

Arrangements have been made to ensure that the Scheme will be complied with in 
our Board's area. 

The allowances payable, which are the same as 1993. are as follows:- 

£35 in the case of each child attending first level school; 

and 

£50 in the case of each child attending second level school. 

13.     World Year for Oral Health 

I have circulated this evening for the information of members, copies of a Press 
Release issued by the Minister for Health welcoming the designation by the World 
Health Organisation of today as World Oral Health Day, marking the launch of World 
Year for Oral Health. 

In noting improvements to oral health which had been achieved through the use of 
various preventive measures including water fluoridation and the widespread use of 
fluoride toothpastes, the Minister added that further developments in relation to oral 
health will be included In the Health Strategy due to be published shortly." 

In response to an enquiry from Mrs. Bonar regarding the level of finding for the 
Dublin Rape Crisis Centre, the Deputy Chief Executive Officer informed 
members that a report on the working relationships between the Centre and our 
Board's counselling service for the victims of sexual abuse would be brought 
to the Special Hospital Care Programme Committee at a future meeting* 
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47/1994 
DISPOSAL OF PROPERTY AT  ST.  ITA'S HOSPITAL, PORTRANE. CO. DUBLIN 

The following Report No. 9/1994 from the Chief Executive Officer was submitted:- 

"Notice is hereby given pursuant to Section 83 of the Local Government Act. 1946. that it is 
proposed to dispose of the property described below which is no longer required for the 
purpose of the powers and duties of our Board. 

Statutory Information 

1. 59 The Grey Square. SL Ita's Hospital. Portrane. Co. Dublin. 

2. The said property was transferred to our Board by the Dublin Health Authority. 

3. It is proposed to dispose of the property to Mrs. Rosatyn Byrd. 59 The Grey Square. 
St Ita's Hospital 

4. The consideration in respect of the disposal is £15.000. 

At a meeting of our Board to be held after the expiration of ten clear days from the date of the 
sending of the Notice, our Board may resolved as follows:- 

[a] That the disposal shall be carried out in accordance with the terms specified 
in the resolution, or 

(b) That the disposal shall not be carried out 

If our Board resolves that the disposal shall be carried out in accordance with the terms 
specified in the resolution, the disposal may, with the consent of the Minister for Health, be 
carried out in accordance with those terms. 

If our Board resolves that the disposal shall not be carried out then the disposal shall not be 
carried out 

If our Board does not pass a resolution, the disposal may. with the consent of the Minister, be 
carried out" 

On a proposal by Sen. Doyle, seconded by Dep. Callely, it was agreed to adopt the 
proposal contained in the Report. 



07/04/94 71 

48/94 
DISPOSAL OF PROPERTY AT ST. DOMINIC’S, TALLAGHT ROAD, DUBLIN 24. 

The following Report NO. 10/1994 from the Chief Executive Offieer was submitted:- 

"Notice is hereby given pursuant to Section 83 of the Local Government Act, 1946, that it is 
proposed to dispose of the property described below which is no longer required for the 
purpose of the powers and duties of our Board. 

Statutory Information 

1. Site (c. 2.32 acres) at Tallaght Road. Dublin 24. 

2. Our Board's portion of the site (c. 1.5 acres) was acquired from the Dublin Health 
Authority. 

3. It is proposed to dispose of the property jointly with Dublin Corportation to Viscout 
Securities Ltd.. 

4. The consideration in respect of the disposal is £275.000 on the basis that 65% of that 
amount shall be paid to our Board and 35% shall be paid to Dublin Corporation. 

At a meeting of our Board to be held after the expiration of ten clear days from the date of the 
sending of this Notice, our Board may resolved as follows: - 

(a) That the disposal shall be carried out in accordance with the terms specified in the 
resolution, or 

(b) That the disposal shall not be carried out 

If our Board resolves that the disposal shall be carried out in accordance with the terms 
specified in the resolution, the disposal may, with the consent of the Minister for Health, be 
carried out in accordance with those terms. 

If our Board resolves that the disposal shall not be carried out. then the disposal shall not be 
carried out 

If our Board does not pass a resolution, the disposal may. with the consent of the Minister, 
be carried out" 

On a proposal by Cllr. Reilly, seconded by Cllr. Coffey, It was agreed to adopt the 
proposal contained in the Report. 
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49/94 
DISPOSAL OF PROPERTY AT LORD EDWARD STREET DUBLIN 2 TO BOLTON 
ENTERPRISES LTD. 

The following Report No. 11/1994 from the Chief Executive Officer was submitted:- 

"Our Board, at its meeting held on 5th November, 1992, approved of the disposal of a site 
(c.1/6 acre) at Lord Edward Street. Dublin 2 by means of a 999 year lease to Bolton 
Enterprises Ltd. The site is owned in part by our Board and in part by Dublin Corporation. 

Bolton Enterprises have now requested that our Board and the Dublin Corporation transfer 
their entire interest in the properly to them. It is proposed to transfer the Health Board's 
interest in the property to Bolton Enterprises Ltd., on satisfactory completion of the entire 
development, for the sum of £1.000 (to be apportioned between our Board and Dublin 
Corporation) phis the payment of our Board's and Dublin Corporation's legal costs of the 
transaction. 

This Report is submitted in accordance with the provisions of Section 83 of the Local 
Government Act. 1946. which provides that at a meeting of our Board to be held after the 
expiration often clear days from the date of the sending of this Notice, our Board may resolve 
as follows:- 

(a|       That the disposal shall be carried out in accordance with the terms specified in the 
resolution, or 

[b]       That the disposal shall not be carried out 

If our Board resolves that the disposal shall be carried out in accordance with the terms 
specified in the resolution, the disposal may, with the consent of the Minister for Health, be 
carried out in accordance with those terms. 

If our Board resolves that the disposal shall not be carried out, then the disposal shall not be 
carried out 

If our Board does not pass a resolution, the disposal may, with the consent of the Minister, be 
carried out" 

On a proposal by Cllr. Coffey, seconded by Dep. Callely, it was agreed to adopt the 
proposal contained in the Report. 

50/1994 
STILLBIRTHS REGISTRATION ACT. 1994 

The following Report No. 12/1994 from the Chief Executive Officer was snbmitted:- 

"I attach, for the information of members, a copy of the Stillbirths Registration Act 1994, 
which provides for the registration of stillbirths. 

Civil registration of Uve births and deaths has been compulsory since the Births and Deaths 
Registration Act 1863. was enacted. Stillbirths, of which there are about 300 each year, 
cannot be registered and a legally-recognised certificate of a stillbirth is not available to the 
parents of a stillborn child. 
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A Stillbirths Register was established in the U.K. in 1927 and in Northern Ireland in 1980. 
There is some form of civil registration of stillbirths in most, if not all, other EC countries. In 
Ireland, there has been increasing pressure for the registration of stillbirths. A strong case for 
registration has been made by parents of stillborn children and. in particular, by the Irish 
Stillbirth and Neonatal Death Society (ISANDS) which has been campaigning on this issue 
since 1985. The Report of the Second Commission on the Status of Women recommended 
an amendment to the relevant legislation to provide for a register of stillbirths and the issue of 
certificates to parents of stillborn children. 

A Stillbirths Register will, essentially, provide official evidence for bereaved parents and help 
them to come to terms with their loss. There is much evidence to suggest that parents of 
stillborn children experience a strong sense of loss. Research on the psychological aspects 
of grieving indicates the need for tangible evidence of the event in helping (hose bereaved to 
resolve their grief. Official recognition will given parents statutory acknowledgement of the 
birth of their stillborn children and so help them with the difficult grieving process. 

The new legislation provides that, in the case of stillbirths occurring on or after the 
commencement of the Act, the parents of the stillborn child win have an option to notify the 
local Registrar of the stillbirth. If they do not exercise that option, the relevant hospital or, 
where no hospital is involved, the relevant medical practitioner, must notify the local Registrar 
of the stillbirth. Stillbirths which ocCllrred before the commencement of the Act may also be 
registered, but only at the request of either parent Stillbirth certificates wffl be available to 
bereaved parents, but entries in the Registers of Stillbirths wffl not be publicly accessible. 

This new legislation will come into operation on such day as the Minister of Equality and Law 
Reform, by Order, appoints, and will apply to a child born weighing 500 grammes or more, or 
having a gestational age of 24 weeks or more, who shows no sign of We. " 

It was agreed that the Report should be referred to the Community Care Programme 
Committee for consideration. 

51/1984  
TEMPORARY BORROWING 

The following Report No. 13/1084 from the Chief Executive Officer was submitted:- 

“The approval of the Board is requested to borrowing by way of overdraft during the period 
ending on 30th June, 1994 to a maximum of £8.2 million. This is the same figure as that 
approved for the quarter ending 31st March. 1994." 

On a Proposal by Cllr. Keenan, Seconded by Dep. Callely, it was agreed to adopt the 
Report contained in the Report. 
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52/94 
LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 1991 (REGIONAL AUTHORITIES) 
(ESTABLISHMENT) ORDER, 1993 

The following Report No. 14/1994 from the Chief Executive Officer was submitted:- 

"Eight regional authorities have been established under the Local Government Act, 1991. 
(Regional AuthorlUes) (Establishment) Order, 1993. a copy of which is attached for the 
information of members. 

1. FUNCTIONS 

The new Regional Authorities have been given the statutory role of:- 

1.1      Promoting co-ordination of the provision of public services in their 
regions (Article 14). 

Where appropriate, the authority may promote co-operation, joint action, joint 
arrangements, agreements, communication or consultation between local 
authorities or other public authorities (including health boards). Authorities 
must also keep under review the provision of public services in their regions. 

Each Regional Authority is required to prepare a regional report withm two 
years of its establishment This report must deal with the matters set out 
above and must be reviewed at least once in every five years. The report 
must be prepared in consultation with such public authorities and other 
persons as the Regional Authority considers appropriate. 

1.2.     Monitoring and advising on the implementation of the European Union 
structural fund programmes (Article 15). 

When requested by the Minister for Finance, a Regional Authority must 
provide proposals, recommendations, advice or information in connection 
with the preparation of plans, programmes or other measures for the purpose 
of making or supporting an application to the European Communities for 
financial assistance, and must review the Implementation of measures In 
respect of which financial assistance is made available by the European 
Communities. 

2. GENERAL 

In carrying out its functions, a Regional Authority must have regard to the general 
welfare and development of its region. Matters to be taken into consideration in this 
regard are set out in Article 16 on page 11 of the Order. 

Regional Authorities may consult widely in exercising their powers and may make 
arrangements with either local authorities or public authorities (including Health 
Boards) for the use of facilities or services and may also request information from 
such bodies. 
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3. NUMBER AND COMPOSITION OF REGIONAL AUTHORITIES IN EASTERN 
HEALTH BOARD AREA 
[i] Dublin Regional Authority 

The Regional Authority for the Dublin Region comprises 29 members, 
appointed as follows:-

Dublin Corporation 
Dun Laoghaire - Rathdown Co. Council 
Fingal Co. Council 
South County Dublin Co. Council 

14 
5 
5 

29 

[ii] 

The Regional Authority for the Mid-East Region comprises 21 
members, appointed as follows: -

Kildare Co. Council 
Meath Co. Council 
Wicklow Co. Council 

7 
7 

_7 

4 . 

 21 

Article 37 of the Establishment Order provides that each regional authority 
shall establish an Operational Committee to advise it in relation to its tasks. 
The membership of the Committee will vary depending on whether it is 
advising (a) in relation to functions in connection with EC assistance (Article 
15) or (b) in relation to functions other than those under Article 15. 

Operational Committees will include the Chief Executive Officers of the 
Health Boards, or their representatives for functions other than those 
relating to E.C. assistance. 

The nominating bodies to Operational Committees for the purposes of 
functions under Article 15 are listed in the Second Schedule (Page 28) of the 
Establishment Order. 

The public authorities represented on Operational Committees, other than 
for the purposes of functions under Article 15. are listed in the Third 
Schedule (Page 29) of the Establishment Order.'' 

The Report was noted. 
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53/94 
PROGRESS REPORTS FROM PROGRAMME COMMITTEES 

1.        Special Hospital Care Programme Committee 

On a proposal by Dr. O’Herlihy, seconded by Cllr. Dr. O’Connell, it was agreed 
to adopt the report. 

The following matters were dealt with in the report: - 

[a] Development of service for victimes of sexual abuse; 
lb] Consultant Psychiatrist appointments; 
[c] Retirement of Mr. Michael Gorman. Chief Nursing Officer; 
[d] Staff training in Control and Restraint; 
[e|       Eastern Health Board Social and Sports Club; 
[f]            Report on Mental Handicap Services - St. Ita's Hospital and      Community; 

In response to a leanest from Dep. Darken, the Deputy Chief Executive Officer 
informed members that a detailed report in relation to the development of 
community-based psychiatric services would be presented to the Speeial 
Hospital Programme Committee over the next few months. 

2. General Hospital Care Programme Committee 

On a proposal by Mr. Aspell, seconded by Cllr. O’Connor it was agreed to adopt 
the reports. 

The following matters were dealt with in the report:- 

[a]       Report of review group on the ambulance service;       
[b]       Naas Hospital review group; 
[c]        Comhairle na nOspideal review of Consultants surgical services in South-east 

Dublin; 
[d] Appointment of Dr. Morris Barry. Consultant in Rheumotology and 

Rehabilitation in James Connolly Memorial Hospital; 
[e] Report on services in St Caiman's Hospital. Rathdrum; 
[f] Recruitment of two Consultant Aneasthethists for South East Dublin; 
[g] General Practitioner access to laboratory at St Cohimcille's Hospital; 
lh] Press Reports In relation to O.P.D./A&E Departments.  St. 

Cotumcilles Hospital 
[i] Naas Hospital Review Group. 
[j] Sesqui Centenary Celebrations. St Vincent's Hospital Athy. 
(k] Activity levels in A&E Departments of six major Dublin Hospitals; 
[1] Report on services in District Hospital Baltlnglass. 

3. Community Care Programme Committee 

On a proposal by Cllr. O’Callaghan, seconded by Mrs. Bonar, it was agreed to 
adopt the report. 

The following matters were dealt with in the report- 

[a]       Election of Ms. M. Nealon as Vice-Chairman of the Committee;  

|b]       Interim Progress Report of the Task Force on the Travelling 
Community;  

[c]        Children in Care Survey 1991; 
[d]        Programme for Competitiveness and Work; 
[e]        National Healthy Eating Week - 1991 and Health Food Choices 
             Retailer Programme; 
[f] Report on services in Community Care Area 1. 
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54/84 
NOTICES OF MOTION 

1.        The following motion was proposed by Cllr. E. Byrne:- 

"That this Board agrees to compile a publicly accessible listing of all the Consultants 
serving the Eastern Health Board area. 

The listings to be made available to the public at all ten of our Community Care 
headquarters and at our "one stop shop" at our headquarters in Dr. Steevens' 
Hospital. 

The lists will specify all Consultants engaging in "Balance Billing" and should be seen 
as the Board's contribution to creating a public awareness of this practice and to 
allow the public to make their choice before engaging the services of consultants." 

The motion was seconded by Cllr. O’Callaghan, and following a discussion to 
which Cllr. Byrne, Sen Roche, Dep. Durkan. Cllr. Connell, Dr. Smith, Dr. Whitty, 
Sean Doyle. Dr. Reilly, Dr. O’Herlihy, Ms. Nealon. Cllr. Cullen, Dr. Corcoran. 
Cllr. Devitt and Cllr. Barrett contributed, was agreed on a show of hands. 

2.        The following motion was proposed by Cllr. J. Connolly:- 

That the Chief Executive Officer make a suitable approach to the Garda 
Commissioner on drug abuse and drug addiction with a view to setting up an 
arrangement through the Gardai whereby serious drug addicts who are known  the 
Gardai and who have not offered themselves for any medical treatment be specially 
and suitably approached by the Gardai Community Officers in an endeavour to have 
them agreeably hospitalised for treatment and guidance in an effort to effect a Cllre 
Cram this present dreadful drug disease." 

The motion was seconded by Cllr. Cullen and following a discussion to which 
Cllr. Connolly, Cllr. Reilly. Dep. Callely, Cllr. O’Callaghan and Cllr. Tipping 
contributed and to which Mr. Fitspatrlck, Programme Manager. Community 
Care Servlce. replied, the following amendment was proposed by Dep. Callely, 
seconded by Sen. Roche, and agreed on a show of hands:- 

That the Chief Executive Officer continue to endeavour to address drug abuse 
addiction and all drug-related problems by pursuing the policies as adopted by the 
Board" 

3.       The following motion was proposed by Dep. Durkan:- 

“That the Eastern Health Board hereby resolves to award DPMA in respect of those 
in private residential care, with particular reference to Dara Residential Services. 
Celbridge, Co. Kildare." 

The motion was seconded by Cllr. Reilly and following a discussion to which 
Dep. Durken and Cllr. Tipping contributed, and to which the Deputy Chief 
Executive Officer replied, It waa agreed to amend the motion to read as 
follows:- 
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“That the Eastern Health Board hereby resolves to award D.P.MA in respect of those 
in private residential care who ordinarily qualify for D.P.M.A. with particular reference 
to Dara Residential Services, Celbridge. Co. Kildare." 

The Deputy Chief Executive Officer agreed to prepare a report on this matter 
for the next meeting of our Board. 

4.        The following motion was proposed by Dep. Shortall:- 

That steps be taken to avoid the current 12 week delay that takes place between the 
time a person applies for optical benefit and the approval of that application, 
particularly in the case of repairs to spectacles." 

The motion was seconded by Sen. Roche and following a discussion to which 
Sen. Roche and Dep. Callely contributed, Mr. Fitspatrick, Programme Manager, 
Community Care Service, informed members that because of an increase hi 
demand for optical services during 1983, and because of an increase hi VAT 
rates to 21% in March 1993. It was necessary to restrict the issue of orders for 
sight testing/spectacles for adults towards the end of the year, with priority 
being given to cases of special need. Applications are, at present, being 
processed on a current basis. 

5.        The motion tabled by Cllr. Byrne regarding residential needs of 
disturbed and disruptive 12-year olds was, at his request, deferred to the May 
meeting of our Board. 

6.        The following motion was proposed by Dep. Durkan:- 

That the Eastern Health Board consider how best it can assist by financial or other 
means "Reach" Ireland, the association which caters for children with bmb 
deficiencies.'' 

The motion was seconded by Cllr. Tipping, and following a discussion which 
Dep. Durkan and Cllr. Tipping contributed, the Deputy Chief Executive Officer 
informed members that a meeting would be arranged between representatives 
of our Board and of "Reach" Ireland, following which a report would be 
presented to the Community Care Programme Committee. 

7 & 8. The motions hi the name of Cllr. Mitchell regarding fees for midwives and 
funding for organisations caring for the physically handicapped were, at her 
request, deferred to the May meeting of our Board. 

9.       The following motion was proposed by Dep. Callely, seconded by Dr. Smith, 
and agreed:- 

“That this Board expresses its concern at the delay in opening the acute psychiatric 
unit in Beaumont Hospital and requests the opening of the unit without further delay, 
as the community catchment area is in need of such service." 

10.      The motion tabled by Dep. Callely regarding a review of services 
available to Alzheimer's patients and carers was, at his request, deferred to the 
May meeting of our Board. 
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   11.    The motion tabled by Cllr. Tipping seeking a report on progress regarding    restructuring of 
the Community Care Areas was, in the absence of a quorum, adjourned to the May meeting 
of our Board. 

55/1994 
CORRESPONDENCE 

Items of correspondence as referred to in the Chief Executive Officer's Report were noted. 

The meeting concluded at 8.30 p.m. 

Correct:   M.Walsh 
                  Deputy Chief Executive Officer 

 
CHAIRMAN 




