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7 21/01/1993 

EASTERN HEALTH BOARD 

Minutes of proceedings of Eastern Health Board Meeting 
held in 

The Boardroom, Dr. Steevens' Hospital, Dublin 8 
on Thursday 21st January, 1993 at 6:00 pan. 

Present 

Mr. P. Aspell  
Mrs. B. Bonar  
Cllr. B. Briscoe. T.D.    
Cllr I. Callely. T.D.      
Cllr J. Connolly  
Cllr. L. Creaven  
Cllr. B. Durkan. T.D. 
Cllr. C. Gallagher     
Cllr. J. Jacob. T.D    
Cllr. D. Marren  
Cllr. O. Mitchell  
Cllr. Dr. W. O'Connell     
Cllr. J. Reilly  
Cllr. D. Roche  
Dr. R. Whitty 

Cllr. M. Barrett  
Cllr. G. Brady 
Cllr. E. Byrne 
Cllr. B. Coffey  
Dr. R Corcoran  
Cllr. J. Doyle  
Cllr. K. Farrell  
Cllr. R Greene  
Cllr. T. Keenan  
Mr. G. McGuire     
Ms.M. Nealon  
Dr. B. O’Herlihy     
Dr.J. Reilly  
Cllr. R Shortall, T.D. 

Apologies 

Dr. J. Fennell 

In the Chair 

Cllr. M. Barrett 

Officers in Attendance 

Mr. K. J. Hickey. Chief Executive Officer 
Mr. M. Walsh. Programme Manager. Special Hospital Care 
Mr. J. Doyle. A/Programme Manager. Community Care 
Mr. S. O'Brien. A/Programme Manager. General Hospital Care 
Prof. B. O’Donnell. Dublin Medical Officer of Health 
Mr. M. Gallagher. Finance Officer 
Mr. G. Brennan. Technical Services Officer 
Ms. M. Kelly. A/Personnel Officer 
Mr. M. O'Connor. Secretary 
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2/1993 
CONDOLENCES 

On the proposal of the Chairman votes sympathy were passed with:- 

• Dr. Richard Whitty on the death of his sister. 

• Mr. Jim Sadlier. Community Welfare Officer. Area no. 6, on the death of his father. 

• Ms. Kathleen Clarke. Grade II. Community Welfare Section, on the death of her father. 

• Mr. P.J. Hogan. Porter. Dr. Steeven’s Hospital, on the death of his brother. 

3/1993  
CHAIRMAN'S BUSINESS 

The Chairman said he was sure members would Join with him in congratulating Mr, Brendan 
Howlin, T.D. on his appointment as Minister for Health, Mr. Willie O’Dea, T.D. on his 
appointment as Minister for state at the Department of Health and Cllr. Dick Roche on his 
appointment as a member of Seanad Eireann. 

The Chairman then read the following report which was noted by the board:- 

"1.      February Board Meeting 

With the members' agreement, it is proposed that the February meeting of our Board will 
be held on the 2nd Thursday of the month. 11th February, 1993 at 6:00 pm. 

  2  General Hospital Care Programme Committee Meeting 

I wish to remind members that the January meeting of the General Hospital Care 
Programme Committee wfll be held tomorrow, Friday 22nd January. 1993. at 11:00 a.m. in 
St Clare's Home. Glasnevin. 

3. Meeting of Budget Working Group 

I wish to advise members of the Budget Working Group that a meeting of the Group will be 
held in the Conference Room here in Dr. Steevens' Hospital on Monday 1st February. 
1993 at 11:00 a.m. 

Notices in respect of this meeting have issued to the members of the Budget Working 
Group. 

4. Special Committee on Ballymun 

I wish to remind members of our Board's Special Committee on Ballymun that the meeting 
arranged for Friday 15th January. 1993 was adjourned as a mark of respect of our 
esteemed Chairman. Councillor Frank Hynes, until 11:00 a.m. on Friday 29th January. 
1993." 
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Members agreed to invite the Minister far Health to visit our Headquarters to 
meet with the Board for an exchange of views on mutters of mutual interest. 

4/1993 
CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF MONTHLY MEETING HELD ON 17TH 
DECEMBER, 1992 

The minutes of the meeting held on 17th December, 1992. having been circulated, woe 
confirmed on a proposal by Mr. Aspell, seconded by Cllr. Dr. 0’Connell. 

[a]      Matters arising from the minutes 

Councillor Connolly referred to Minute no. 132/92 regarding  the membership of St. 
James's Hospital Board and enquired whether a person who is not a member of our 
Board could be appointed by the Minister for Health to be a member of the Board of 
St. Jame’s Hospital. The Chief Executive Officer explained that the St. James's 
Hospital Board Establishment Order, 1971 [Amendment] Order, 1984 provided for 
the appointment by the Minister for health of four members of the Board of St. 
James’s Hospital on the nomination of the Eastern Health Board and that the 
Establishment Order did not specify that the person nominated should all be 
members of the Eastern Health Board. 

5/1993 
QUESTIONS TO THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

On a proposal by Deputy Callely, seconded by Dr.O’Herlihy, it was agree to answer the 
questions which had been lodged. 

"1.      Cllr. I. Callely, T.D. 

To ask the Chief Executive Officer to advise of the dental waiting lists for check-ups 
and treatment for adult patients and win the Chief Executive Officer comment on the 
effect of recent changes in availability of dental benefit for Social Welfare recipients. 

Reply 

Our Board's dental waiting list for adult patients at 31st December. 1992 was 10,755. 
The waiting list at the 30th June, 1992 was 6.500. 

A revised Department of Social Welfare adult dental scheme came into effect on 5th 
July. 1992. This new scheme excluded some people who were formerly eligible for 
dental benefit under Social Welfare who are now seeking treatment from our Board. 
This has had the effect of increasing our waiting list 

A total of 12,281 adult patients were given first treatments (incl. emergency 
treatments) by our Board's dentists in 1992 and 1.000 adults were referred to private 
dentists during the same period. A total of 12,000 new applications was received in 
1992 and the forecast for 1993 is 15.000 applications. 
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The problem of increased demand and arrangements necessary to meet same is currently 
under discussion with the Department of Health. 

2.        Cllr. I Callely. T.D. 

Can the Chief Executive Officer advise is full orthodontic treatment available to all Eastern 
Health Board patients, what is the average waiting period from the time a patient Is 
diagnosed to the time treatment starts, how many patients were treated in 1992 and what 
was the total Department of Health allocation for dental services in 1992. 

Reply 

Full orthodontic treatment is available through arrangements with consultants, 
specialist orthodontists and members of our Board's dental staff with appropriate training 
and experience. A number of centres have been specially equipped to provide orthodontic 
services. Existing service arrangements with the Dublin Dental Hospital are also being 
expanded. 

Patients are assessed and classified according to the severity of their condition. The 
treatment categories are:- 

Category 1 
Patients the most severe problems e.g. cleft palate etc. These patients are seen by a 
Consultant Orthodontist and often require combined orthodontic and surgical treatment. 

Category 2 

Patients with less severe malocclusions, but still considered high priority for 
treatment purposes. These patients are usually treated by practitioners with 
specialist qualifications. 

Category 3 &  4 
Are considered to be less serious for treatment purposes. 

Due to the severity of their conditions Category 1 patients are treated as quickly as 
possible and at 31st December. 1992 alt patients in this category were in treatment. 

The treatment of Category 2 patients Is generally less urgent and the waiting period can 
vary depending upon the sevirity of the condition, the age of the patient and whether there 
is a need to await further development of dentition before treatment Having regard to all of 
these Factors waiting periods can be up to 3 - 4 years. 

The waiting period for Category 3 & 4 cases if requiring treatment by a consultant or a 
specialist orthodontist would be of the same order as for Category 2.  A high percentage 
of these cases may however be treated by our own dentists who are skilled in the 
treatment of less complicated defects. The average waiting time for these cases would be 
significantly shorter. 

A total of 3,159 patients started treatment in 1992. 

A total of £7.2m. was allocated to Dental Services in 1992. of which £lm. was 
assigned specifically to orthodontic services. 



11 21/01/1993

3. Cllr. I. Callely . T.D. 

To ask the Chief Executive Officer the number of long-term nursing care beds 
for elderly patients in the Eastern Health Board area; 

[a]       Eastern Health Board Nursing Homes. 
[b]       Private Nursing Homes approved by Eastern Health Board. 

what waiting list system applies and the average waiting period, does the Chief 
Executive Officer have any proposals to increase long-term nursing care beds. 

Reply 

Details regarding the number of long-term nursing care beds in our Board's area are 
set out hereunder- 

(a) Eastern Health Board Hospitals and Homes 

Total No. of long stay beds 1.267 

(b) Voluntary/Private Hospitals 

Total No. of long-stay beds 422 

(c) Private Nursing Homes approved by Eastern Health Board Total 

No. of beds 2.226 

(d) Voluntary, Charitable, and Religions Homes 

Total No. of beds 1.689 

Elderly patients who have been assessed by a Consultant Geriatrician as in need of 
long stay care are placed on a waiting list for appropriate placement in accordance 
with their medical and nursing needs. Waiting lists are maintained for each hospital 
and home. 

Waiting periods for admission vary from institution to institution and generally are 
dependant on the urgency and appropriateness of the patient's needs in relation to 
the particular vacancy which has become available. The waiting period varies from 0 
to 6 months. In some cases where the patient or family expresses a preference for a 
particular placement it may be longer. 

Our Board's policy document 'Services for the Elderly" (April 1989) sets out our 
Board's comprehensive plans for the development of services for the elderly within 
our area. Including the provision of long-term nursing care beds. These included, in 
the medium term. 

* the provision of 5 Community Care Units -250/300 beds 

* the provision of 5 psychogeriatric units - 250 beds approx. 

* the extension of arrangements with private nursing homes. 
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The above would be part of a more comprehensive range-of services for the elderly 
including community support services, day care/hospital services and respite care 
services. 

The services proposed m our Board's policy document are being developed as resources 
become available. To date the following additional long-term care beds have been 
provided:- 

Eastern Health Board Hospitals and Homes 97 beds 
Psychogeriatric 78 beds 
Private Nursing Homes 130 beds 

Further developments required are being pursued with the Department of Health." 

6/1993 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER'S REPORT 

The Chief Executive Officer read the following report which was noted and agreed subject to 
the comments recorded below:- 

“1.      Health Family Planning  Regulation. 1992 

I have circulated with the agenda papers for this meeting, copies of letter dated 33rd 
December. 1993 from the Department of Health drawing attention to Article 2 of the Health 
(Family Planning] Regulations. 1992 

This can be the subject of further discussion at a meeting of the Community Care 
Committee. 

2.        Health Fact Sheets 

I have circulated with the agenda papers for this meeting, copies of Health Fact Sheets no. 
7/93 In relation to the nursing profession m Ireland and 8/92 m relation to demographic 
trends prepared by the Health Services Development Unit of the Institute of Public 
Administration 

It Is worth noting that between the cangue years 1986 and 1991 while the population of 
the Republic of Ireland declined from 3.641 million to 3.524 million (0.59%) the population in 
our Board’s area increased from 1.232 million to 1.244 million (an Increase of 1%) and that 
35.3% of the national population now reside in our Board's area. 

3.       Programme for a Partnership Government, 1993 -2007 

I have circulated this evening, for the information of members, copies of extracts from 
the Programme for a Partnership Government 1993 - 1997 which have either a direct 
or indirect relevance to our Board. 

These can be discussed further at the meetings of the different Programme Committees 
with a view formulating an approprite response for submission to the Minister for Health. 
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4. St. James’s Hospital Board and Beaumont Hospital Board 

I have circulated this evening, for the information of members, copies of letter dated 
11th January. 1993 from the Department of Health setting our the names of the 
newly appointed members of the St James's Hospital Board and the Beaumont 
Hospital Board. 

5. NEW Mobile Clinic for Travellers 

I am pleased to inform members that our Board has recently taken delivery of a new 
Mobile Clinic for Travellers in respect of which we received a special grant of £75,000 
from the Department of Health to enable us to replace the Mobile Clinic which has 
been used since 1986 to bring health services to travellers on sites surrounding the 
Dublin area. 

The new vehicle consists of a specially designed and constructed body on the 
chassis of a 13 tonne vehicle. It has been built on a four-wheel drive unit and is 
shorter in length than the existing unit which will facilitate access to sites. 

6. Housing Act, 1988 -Assessment of housing needs 

Our Board has been invited by a number of the Local Authorities in our area to 
participate in their assessments of housing needs in their areas as at 31st March. 
1993 including those of homeless persons, whether or not the homeless persons are 
seeking accommodation from the local authority. 

Arrangements have been made for each Programme Manager to compile and submit 
the relevant information to the Local Authorities. 

7. Special National lottery Fund for Disadvantaged Youth 

I have circulated this evening, for the information of members, copies of letter dated 
14th January. 1983 from the Department of Education advising our Board that a grant 
of £146,300 has been approved representing advance payments in respect of a 
number of initiatives in projects for disadvantaged youth. 

8. Non-capital expenditure, 1993 

I have circulated this evening, for the information of members, copies of letter dated 
15th January. 1993 from the Department of Health advising our Board regarding the 
maximum level of expenditure which may be incurred in the quarter ending 31st 
March. 1993. 

The position regarding our Board's allocation win be considered by the Budget 
Working Group at its meeting on 1st February next, following which a report will be 
presented to the February meeting of our Board. 
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9. Special additional funds for extra facilities for the elderly 

I have circulated this evening, for the information of members, copies of a Press Release 
issued yesterday on behalf of the Minister for Health referring to the recent increase in the 
number of hospital admissions through the Accident and Emergency Departments of the 
six major Dublin Hospitals and stating that following consultation with our Board, he had 
decided to allocate special additional funds to our Board to enable extra facilities for the 
elderly to be brought into use immediately. 

It is expected that the acute hospital beds which it will be possible to free up as a result 
of this initiative will ease the problems being experienced by the six Accident & 
Emergency Hospitals. 

Progress in this matter will be reported to the General Hospital Care. Programme 
Committee. 

10. Dental and Orthodontic Service 

I wish to draw members' attention to the references in the Programme for 
Government (circulated this evening) to the planned implementation over a 5-year 
period, commencing this year, of a series of major improvements in the Dental 
Services. 

I would like to update the Board on certain developments already agreed or 
proposed with the Dublin Dental School and Hospital. 

Orthodontic Service 

1 am pleased to be able to advise the Board that a Professor of Clinical Orthodontics has 
been appointed through a new agreement between the Dublin Dental Hospital. School of 
Dental Science Trinity College, and the Eastern Health Board. This is the basis for a 
strategic development in the delivery of orthodontic services for Eastern Health Board 
patients. The new appointee Is Professor Vincent Morris, who has long been associated 
with the Dental School and the Health Board. His commitment to the care of cleft palate 
patterns is known throughout the dental profession. I am sure members will join with me 
in congratulating Mr. Morris on his appointment I would also like to compliment Mr. 
Bryan Jones for the work mat both he and Mr. Morris have done for us In our clinics and to 
the Dental School and Hospital, not alone in prioritising the treatment needs but also to 
developing a specialist training programme in orthodontica. 

We have agreed to share at least three consultants in orthodontics (including the 
Professor) whose remit will be to develop appropriate orthodontic services for priority cases 
in our Board's area. This strategic development with the Dublin Dental Hospital on 
consultant services will ensure that the highest standards of care are provided for (hose 
most in need. With the support of the Dental Hospital personnel we are assured of a 
strong clinical and academic backing on the prioritisation of patient needs and a growth in 
the delivery of orthodontic services. 

A steering committee has been established which includes two leading experts in 
orthodontics from Europe and the United Kingdom to advise and help us on the 
development of this joint project between the Dental School and Hospital and the Eastern 
Health Board. That group win be involved in recruiting two new consultants and also a 
replacement for Mr. Morris when he retires. 
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Secondary Care Dental Services 

A Secondary Care Committee has been established between the Eastern Health 
Board and the Dental Hospital to help identify priority needs in the delivery of all 
secondary care services and ensure maximum use is made of the facilities and 
staffing available in the Dental Hospital. Members of our Board may be aware that the 
vast majority of patients treated in the Dental Hospital are Eastern Health Board 
medical card holders. Dental Hospital staff treat health board patients in eight other 
hospitals including St Mary's and St Columcille's. 

Community Dental Health 

We are also involved in discussions with the Dental School and Hospital on 
appropriate developments of their Dental School’s Department of Community Dental 
Health. This collaboration will foster a much stronger relationship between our Board 
and the Dental School and Hospital. Such a development between our Board and an 
academic institution engaged in the training of dentists is unique and will be aimed at 
developing a programme of mutual benefit to both organisations. 

Conclusion 

It is hoped that the various arrangements with the Dublin Dental School and Dental 
Hospital will pay increasing dividends and lead to the best use of available resources 
in Dublin for the delivery of an appropriate range of dental and orthodontic services to 
the patients under our care. It will also provide a basis for efficient planning and 
development of services to meet future needs. 

Our Board is aware that the Dental School and Hospital authorities are pressing for a 
new building to replace the present unsatisfactory Dublin Dental Hospital. Our Board 
has already lent its full support following a previous visit to the existing facilities, when 
concern was expressed about the safety and conditions of these facilities which have 
outlived their useful life. Nevertheless our Board recognises that staff in the Dental 
Hospital continue to use those facilities to maximum efficiency in providing care for 
our patients. The new building proposed would result in a significant increase in the 
availability of patient services to our Board." 

Following a discussion on the dental and. orthodontic services It was agreed that a 
special meeting of our Board would he arranged to discuss these services to coincide 
with the proposed visit to the Dublin Dental Hospital. 

Following a discussion on the Minister's announcement regarding action to be taken to 
reduce the number of acute hospital beds being blocked by elderly patients to which 
Cllr. Byrne, Deputy Callely and Dr. Reilly contributed the Chief Executive Officer 
Informed members that a full report would be presented to the General Hospital Care 
Programme. Committee at its meeting to be held on 22nd January. 1993. 
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7/1993  
CHILD CARE ACT, 1991 – APPOINTMENT OF THREE MEMBERS, INCLUDING 

THE CHAIRMAN AMD VICE-CHAIRMAN OF THE CHILD CARE COMMITTEE 

 The following  Report no. 1/1993 from the Chief Executive Officer was submitted:- 

"Further to my Report no. 26/1992 regarding the membership of the Child Care Committee established  in 
accordance with Section T of the Child Care Act. 1991, which was noted at the December meeting of our 
Board. I wish to confirm  that the Garda Commissioner has nominated Inspector Mary Fitzgerald. Garda 
Headquarters, Phoenix Park, to be a members of our Committee, and I recommend 
accordingly. 

It was agreed that the appointment of three member of our Board, including the 
Appointment of the Chairman and Vice Chairman from among those three members. Which is 
a matter for the Board, would be on the agenda for decision at the meeting of our Board on 14th January. 
1993." 

Following a discussion to which Deputy Callety  Cllr. Brady, Deputy Durkan and Cllr. Coffey 
contributed. it was decided to write to the Minister for Health requesting , in view of the fact  
that 30% of the Country’s population reside in the Eastern Health Board area, that the number 
of  our Board on the Child Care Committee should be increased from three to five. 

It was also decided. Pending the Minister’s reply, to defer the making of the appointments to the 
February meeting of our board. 

 

8/1903 
HEALTH  STATISTICS, 1991 

Report no. 2/1993 from the Chief Executive Officer (copy filed with official minute] was submitted in relation to 
the comprehensive volume of statistical information relevant to the health services - "Health Statistics 1991" 
recently published by the Department of Health. 

Following a discussion to which Mrs. Bonar, Cllr, Byrne and Deputy Callely 
contributed, and to which the Chief Executives Officer replied, it was agreed that a 
further report on policy imptications of certains items in “Health Statistics 1991 “ 
would be prepared for consideration by our Board at a special meeting to be held as 
soon as possible. 

9/1993 
PROGRESS  REPORT  FROM  PROGRAMME COMMITTEES 
 

1. Special Hospital Care Programme Commettee 

On a proposal by Deputy Callely, seconded by Cllr. Connolly. It was agreed to adopt the 
report. 

The following matters were dealt with in the report:- 

[a]       Transfer of residents from St Loman's Hospital to new houses in Newtown. Maynooth. 
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[b] 

[c] 

[d] 

[e] 

[f]

Report on services in Area no. 7. 

Psychiatric Information System - "Psy-Mon". 

Senior Registrar Training. 

Death of two homeless persons in Benburb Street on 2nd December. 1992. 

Report on services in Area no. 4. 

2.       General Hospital Core Programme Committee 

On a proposal by Deputy Gallery, seconded by Cllr. Coffey. It was 
agree to  adopt the report. 

The following matters were dealt with in the report:-  

[a]       Installation of billing module of Patient Administration System in St 

Columcille's Hospital 

[b]        Replacement of Ultra-Sound equipment in Naas General Hospital 

[c] Implementation of out-patient and billing module of Patient 
Administration System in Naas General Hospital. 

[d] Interviews for Second Consultant Physician post with a special interest in 
Rheumotology and Rehabilitation for the Naas/MANCH Group. 

[e] Up-date report on the new emergency display graphic system at the 
Ambulance Control Centre. James's Street 

[f]        Transfer of the Department of Vascular Medicine from St Mary's Hospital to 
James Connolly Memorial Hospital. 

[g]       Schedule of dates for meetings of the Committee during 1993. 

[h]       Report on services in St. Columcille's Hospital 

[i]        Recommendation that a letter should be sent to the Minister for Health 
requesting approval to proceed with phase two of the Development 
Plan for St Columcille's Hospital 

On the proposal of Deputy Durkan it was also agreed to write to the 
Minister for Health asking for  the reception of a deputation to discuss 
progress in the development of Naas General Hospital. 

10/1903 
CORRESPONDENCE 

Items of correspondence, as referred to In the Chief Executive Officer's Report. were noted. 
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11/1993  
OTHER BUSINESS 

In response to an enquiry from Mr. McGuire, the Chief Executive Officer informed members that 
the Establishment Order in relation to Beaumont Hospital Board makes provision for the 
Minister f& Health to appoint the Board of the Hospital without seeking nominations from 
organizations such as our board. 

Following a discussion to which Mr. McGuire and Cllr. Byrne contributed, and to which the Chief 
Executive Officer replied, it was agreed to circulate copies of the Beaumont Hospital Board 
[Establishment] Order to each member of our Board and to advise the Minister for Health that, in 
noting the new membership of the bounmemt Hospital Board, members of our Board 
expressed the view that , having regard to the important role played by the Eastern Health 
Board in the delivery of health services in this region, our Board should be in a position to make 
nominations far consideration ration by the Minister when he is appointing members of the 
Board of Beaumont Hospital. 

The meeting concluded at 7:30 p.m. 

Correct: K. J. Hickey. 

 Chief Executive Officer, 
 

CHAIRMAN



EASTERN HEALTH BOARD 

Report no. 2/1993 

Health Statistics, 1991 

The Department of Health has recently published its "Health Statistics 1991" - a comprehensive 

volume of statistical information relevant to the health services. 

The following details relating to our Board's area which have been extracted from die report will be of 

interest to members:- 

1. Population and vital statistics 

The population of the Eastern Health Board area was 1.24 million in the 1991 census. This 

amounts to 35.3% of the national population. Just over one-quarter (26%) of the population of 

our Board's area is under IS years of age and almost one-tenth (9.2%) is over 65 years of 

age. 

Life expectancy at birth in Ireland is 77 years for a woman but only 71 for a man. 

Ireland has the highest birth rate in the EC - 15 per 1,000 population. There were 19,655 births 

in our Board's area in 1991, 22.4% of which were outside marriage, compared with 16.6% 

nationally. 

There were 9,141 deaths in our Board's area in 1991. Of these 42% were due to diseases of 

the circulation, including heart disease and 27% were due to cancer. These figures are 

somewhat below the national average. The infant mortality rate for 1991 in our area was 9 per 

thousand live births and the perinatal mortality rate was 12 per thousand births. These rates are 

slightly above the national average. 

2. Community Protection Programme 

The measles eradication programme is having a significant effect. The number of measles 

cases notified nationally dropped very significantly in the latter part of the 1980’s from a peak 

of 10,000 in 1985 to a new low of 135 in 1991. The number of tuberculosis cases notified 

nationally increased slightly in 1989 following a long period of decline It decreased again 

slightly in 1990 over 1989. The number of cases of and deaths from AIDS continued to 

increase in 1991. 
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3. Community Health Services and Eligibility 

On average each person covered by a medical card received 12 prescription items during 1990, a rise 

from 8 in 1983. In 1991 in the Eastern Health Board area 355,000 persons were covered by medical 

cards [28.5% of the population]. 

In our Board's area 93% of the population are served by fluoridated water, compared with 67% 

nationally. 

The number of claims per month under the Refund of Cost of Drugs Scheme in 1989 and 1990, 

respectively, was as follows:- 

Number of Claims per Month 

Year Nationally EHB Area % of Total 
1989 23,713 10,416 44 

1990 27,702 1231 44 

4. Welfare Services 

6,580 persons in our Board's area were in receipt of Disabled Persons [Maintenance] Allowance at the 

end of 1990, and 2,655 were receiving Domiciliary Care Allowance. A total of 1,722 maternity cash grants 

was paid in 1990. 

At the end of 1989 1,054 children were in care in our area compared with 2,756 nationally. Just over two-

thirds of these children were in foster care and the remainder were mainly in residential care. 

5. Psychiatric Services 

In the Eastern Health Board area, there were 10,144 admissions to psychiatric units during 1988, of which 

66% were to units run by our Board. There were 2,709 psychiatric patients in hospital in our area on 

December 31st 1988 of whom 67% were in units run by our Board. The number of inpatients showed a 

drop of 10% compared with one year previously. 

In Ireland, as a whole, there is a marked difference between men and women as regards reason for 

admission to psychiatric units. Some 40% of admissions among females are due to depression compared 

with 22% among males, whereas 
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34% of admissions among males are due to alcoholism, compared with 11% among females. 

Schizophrenia is similar in both sexes - it accounts for 24% of male admissions and 21% of 

female admissions. At the end of 1990 our Board had 66 hostels for the mentally ill with 727 

places. 

6. Services for the Handicapped 

At the end of 1990 there were 2336 residential places for mentally handicapped persons in our 

area and 2,930 persons were attending day services from these residential facilities. In addition, 

896 mentally handicapped persons were attending training centres and day workshops and 642 

were attending day care centres. 

7. General Hospital Services 

In 1991 there were 13,806 publicly-funded acute hospital beds in Ireland, from which were 

discharged 520,571 patients whose average stay was 6.8 days. In addition 144,521 day 

cases were treated in 1991. 

The number of beds shows a decrease of approximately 3,000 in the period since 1986 

whereas the number of discharges has not decreased on a pro rata basis. In fact, in Regional 

Hospitals, while the number of beds has decreased since 1986 the number of discharges 

has increased significantly. 

During 1991 our Board operated 492 acute beds between James Connolly, Naas and 

Loughlinstown hospitals and discharged 16,256 inpatients and treated 5,311 day cases.   During 

1991 the voluntary hospitals in our area operated a total of 4,498 acute beds from which they 

discharged 118,396% patients. They also treated 63,108 day cases. 

Our Board's hospitals also dealt with 70,945 out-patient attendances while the voluntary hospitals 

in our area dealt with 831,100 such attendances. 

8. Manpower Statistics 

There were 66,835 persons employed in the health services in Ireland at the end of 1990. This 

translates to 59,850 whole-time equivalents of which 38,019 [63%] were health board posts. 

The remainders were employed by Voluntary/Joint Board Hospitals, Mental Handicap Homes 

and by semi-state bodies. 
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Of the 38,019 employed by health boards, 7,810(20%) were employed by our Board. 

The total number of hospitals consultant posts nationally in May 1991 was 1,139, of which 540 

(47%) were in the Eastern Health Board area. 

There were 505 doctors and 363 pharmacists in the choice of doctor scheme in our area in 

1990. In addition there were 79 whole-time equivalent dentists in our Board's dental services 

compared with 268 for the health boards as a whole. 

9.       Expenditure 

The net non-capital expenditure on health in Ireland in 1991 was £1.63 billion. Health 

expenditure as a percentage of Gross National Product was 6.72% in 1991 compared with a high 

of 7.79% in 1980 and a km of 6.20% in 1989. 

The Health Boards (including the GMS Payments Board) accounted for 72% of total non capital 

health expenditure in 1991, Voluntary and Joint Board Hospitals for 22%, and Homes for the 

Mentally Handicapped for 5%. 

Capital expenditure in 1991 totalled £30M of which £27.6M went on general hospitals. The 

remaining £2.4M was spread nationally over community, psychiatric, welfare and 

handicapped services. Capital expenditure as a percentage of total health expenditure 

has fallen significantly since 1987. 

5th January, 1993. K. J. Hickey, 
Chief Executive Officer. 


