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1 09/01/1992 

EASTERN HEALTH BOARD 

Minutes of the Proceedings of Monthly Meeting 
of the Eastern Health Board 

held in the Boardroom St. Mary's Hospital. Chapelizod, Dublin 20 
on Thursday 9th January, 1992 at 6.00 p.m. 

Present 

Cllr. M. Barrett, T.D. Mrs. B. Bonar 
Cllr. G. Brady Cllr. B. Briscoe, T.D. 
Cllr. E. Byrne, T.D. Cllr. I. Callety, T.D. 
Mrs. D. Clune Cllr. B. Coffey 
Cllr. J. Connolly Dr. R Corcoran 
Cllr. J. Doyle, T.D. Cllr. B.J. Durkan, T.D. 
Cllr. K. Farrell Cllr. C. Gallagher 
Cllr. R Greene Dr. R Hawkins 
Cllr. F. Hynes Cllr. J. Jacob, T.D. 
Dr. D.I. Keane Cllr. T. Keenan 
Cllr. D. Marren Prof. J. McCormick 
Mr. G. McGuire Dr. J. Masterson 
Cllr. O. Mitchell Ms. M. Nealon 
Cllr. Dr. J. W. O'Connell Dr. J. O'Boyle 
Dr. B. O’Herlihy Cllr. J. Reilly 
Cllr. R Roche, T.D. Cllr. R. Shortall 

Apologies 
Prof. J. S. Doyle 

In the Chair 
Cllr I. Callely, T.D. 

Officers in Attendance 

Mr. KJ. Hickey, Chief Executive Officer 
Mr. M. Walsh. Programme Manager, Special Hospital Care 
Mr. J. Doyle. A/Programme Manager, Community Care 
Mr. S. O'Brien. A/Programme Manager, General Hospital Care 
Prof. B. O’Donnell, Dublin Medical Officer of Health 
Mr. G. Brennan, Technical Services Officer 
Mr. M. Gallagher, Finance Officer 
Ms. M. Kelly, A/Personnel Officer 
Mr. M. O'Connor. Secretary 
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1/1982 
CONDOLENCES 
On the proposal of the Chairman votes of sympathy were passed with:- 
• Ms. Carmel Hickey. River House, on the death of her brother. 
• Mr. Donnchadh O'Colmain. Supt. Community Welfare Officer. Old County Road. Crumlin on 

the death of his father. 
• Mr. Brian O’Boyce. Health Information Unit. Dr. Steeven's Hospital on the death of his father. 
• Nurse Regina O’Hara. St Brendan's Hospital on the death of her mother. 
• Mr. Gerry Devine. Community Care Office. Coolock on the death of his mother. 
• Ms. Imelda O'Reilly. Psychiatric Service. Area 2 on the death of her mother. 

2/1982 
CHAIRMAN'S BUSINESS 
The Chairman read the following report which was noted by the Board:  
1. Allocation for Non-capital Health Expenditure for 1992 

It was indicated in the letter dated 24th December. 1991 from the Department regarding our 
Board's allocation for 1992 that the Minister hoped to arrange meetings in early January with 
Chairmen and Chief Executive Officers of all health boards and that the Minister also hoped 
later in the month to visit each Board. 
The meeting between the Minister, her senior officials and the Chairman and Chief Executive 
Officer of our Board took place on Monday last 6th January. 1992. A number of items 
underlying the outturn for 1991 and the allocation for 1992 were discussed and it was agreed 
that further discussions would take place at official level on a number of these. The final 
position will of course be the subject of reports to the Budget Working Group and also to our 
Board as soon as possible. 
Provisional arrangements have been made for the Budget Working Group to meet on 17th and 
24th January. 1992 to consider draft budget and service plans for 1992. The report of the 
Budget Working Group will be considered by our Board at a special meeting - to be held 
possibly on 30th January. 1992. Confirmation of the dates of the meetings will be issued to 
members as soon as possible. 
At this week's meeting with the Minister the opportunity was also taken to discuss a number of 
our Board's priority needs. The Minister indicated that she looked forward to meeting with and 
having a general discussion with the members of our Board at the earliest opportunity on a 
suitable date in February/March 1992. 



3 09/01/1992 

2. January meeting of the Special Hospital Care Programme Committee 
Please note that the January meeting of the Special Hospital Care Programme Committee will 
be held in the Nurse Education Centre. St. Brendan's Hospital, as agreed at the December 
meeting of the Committee. 

3. Meeting of Special Committee on Ballymun 
The meeting of our Board's Special Committee on Ballymun which had been arranged for 
Friday 17th January at 11:00 a.m. has. following consultation with the Chairman of the 
Committee, been postponed to a later date. Members of the Committee will be notified of the 
revised arrangements as soon as possible." 

3/1992 
CONFIRMATION OFMINUTES OP SPECIAL MEETING HELD ON 2ND DECEMBER, 1991 AND OF 
MONTHLY MEETING HELD ON 12TH DECEMBER. 1991 
The minutes of the special meeting held on 2nd December. 1991 and of the monthly meeting held on 
12th December. 1991. having been circulated, were confirmed on a proposal by Dr. Hawkins, 
seconded by Cllr. Keenan. 
(a) Matters arising from the minutes 

Cllr. Connolly asked that it be recorded that he had expressed his concern regarding the 
allocation of National Lottery funds for a number of projects in the child care area. He felt that 
National Lottery funds should be directed towards sports, arts and cultural projects. 

4/1992 
QUESTIONS TO THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 
On a proposal by Cllr. Reilly. seconded by Deputy Barrett. It was agreed to answer the questions 
which had been lodged. 
1. Cllr. E. Byrne T.D 

"That the Chief Executive Officer agrees to prepare a detailed report on the progress to date 
on the plans of the Board to open a Drugs and Counselling Service at Ushers Island". 
Reply 
Our Board has operated a HIV Prevention Unit at Baggot Street since April 1989. The services 
offered include a low threshold methadone programme, needle exchange, drop-in-clinic. 
telephone helpline and outreach programme. 
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Initially It was proposed to provide these services at one other location in the city. Usher's 
Island was the final location chosen for this. However, with the publication of the Government 
Strategy to Prevent Drug Misuse and the setting up of a National AIDS Strategy Group it is now 
proposed to disperse these services in a number of locations throughout the city. This is 
currently being done. The establishment of Community Drug Teams will also lessen the need 
for centralised drug services. 

The Ushers Island premises can still be used to meet other needs. The exact range of services 
which will be provided from Usher's Island is presently being determined and Is dependent on 
what services can be put in place in other locations over the coming months, either by our 
Board or by the voluntary sector. 

2. Cllr. E. Byrne T.D 
That. "At What Cost ?"- a research study on residential care for children and adolescents in 
Ireland, a report by Streetwise National Coalition in collaboration with the Resident Managers' 
Association and published by Focus Point. Dublin, be discussed by the appropriate Board 
Committee.' 
Reply 
The Report "At What Cost" will be circulated to each member of our Board and listed for 
discussion at a future meeting of the Community Care Programme Committee. 

5/1992 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER'S REPORT 
The Chief Executive Officer read the following report which was noted by the Board;- 
1. Dublin Hospital Accident & Emergency Service 

I have circulated, with the agenda papers for this meeting, copies of a press release issued by 
the Minister for Health on 13th December. 1991 in relation to her announcement that all six 
Dublin Accident & Emergency Hospitals would return to 24 - hour call. 
All six hospitals have now returned to 24 - hour call. The provision of accident & emergency 
services in the Dublin Hospitals will continue to be monitored by the Accident & Emergency 
Steering Group. 

2. Institute of Public Administration Health Fact Sheets 
I have circulated, with the agenda papers for this meeting for the information of members, 
copies of Health Fact Sheets issued by the Health Services Development Unit of the Institute 
of Public Administration in relation to 
• the GMS Scheme - activity and expenditure. 
• child care - the demographic context, and 
• trends in psychiatric services. 
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3. Medical Card Guidelines 
I have circulated this evening, for the information of members, copies of the guidelines for the 
issue of medical cards which have been revised with effect from 1st January. 1992 in 
accordance with the Increase in the Consumer Price Index in the year to mid-August. 1991 
[3.5%]. 

4. Hospital In-patient Charges 
I have circulated this evening, for the information of members, copies of letter dated 2nd 
January. 1992 from the Department of Health, together with a copy of the Health {In-patient 
charges) [Amendment] Regulations. 1991. These Regulations which came into operation on 
1st January. 1992 increase the dairy charge for in-patient charges from £12.50 to £15.00 per 
day and the maximum amount payable in any period of 12 consecutive months from £125 to 
£150. 

5. Psychiatric Services-Co. Kildare 
I am pleased to confirm, in relation to the development of psychiatric services in Co. Kildare. 
that the provision of services commenced in mid-Kildare on 19th December. 1991 when the 
Sector Headquarters at "St. Judes" in Kildare town became operational, with outpatient clinics 
being made available at Naas General Hospital and at Newbridge. 
The acute unit in Naas General Hospital was brought into operation during December and 
arrangements have been made for the Sector Headquarters at Castledermot to become 
operational with services for south-Kildare on 21st January. 1992. 

6. Children in Care Survey 
I have recently received from the Department of Health a copy of the first volume of a report of 
the Children in Care Survey. 1989 which provides information on a health board basis. The 
second volume of the survey report, which will contain a breakdown by Community Care Area, 
will be available shortly. 
A copy of both volumes of the survey report will be circulated to each member of our Board 
following which the reports can be tabled for discussion by the Community Care Programme 
Committee." 

6/1992 
ALLOCATION FOR NON-CAPITAL HEALTH EXPENDITURE. 1992 
The following Report no. 1/1992 from the Chief Executive Officer was submitted:- 
"A copy of the letter of allocation from the Department of Health dated 24th December. 1991 is 
attached, for the information of members. 
In consultation with the Chairman, meetings of our Board's Budget Working Group are being arranged 
to consider draft budget and service plans for 1992 based on the allocation notified to us. In this 
regard a number of points of detail arising out of the letter of allocation are currently being clarified 
with the Department of Health. 
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It would be premature, at this stage, to comment In detail on the Implications of the letter of allocation 
for 1992. The report of the Budget Working Group will be available for full consideration by our Board 
at a special meeting on a date to be arranged towards the end of this month." 
It was agreed to refer this matter to the Budget Working Group for further consideration. 

7/1992 
PROGRESS REPORTS FROM PROGRAMME COMMITTEES 

1. Special Hospital Care Programme Committee. 
On a proposal by Dr. O’Herlfhy, seconded by Mrs. Bonar, It was agreed to adopt the report. 
The following matters were dealt with in the report: - 
(a) Psychiatric services. Co. Kildare. 
(b) Nurse Education Centre. St. Brendan's Hospital 
(c) Occupational Therapy - Psychiatric Service. 
(d) Dublin Rape Crisis Centre. 
(e) Needs in the Mental Handicap Services [Day and Residential]. 

2. General Hospital Care Programme Committee 
On a proposal by Dr. Hawkins, seconded by Cllr. Coffey, it was agreed to adopt the report. 
The following items were dealt with in the report:- 
(a) Comhairle na n'Ospideal report on Neurology services. 
(b) Appointment of Consultant Histopathologist at St. Columcille's Hospital. 

Loughlinstown. 
(c) Temporary filling of second post of Consultant Physician at Naas General Hospital. 
(d) Opening of Department of Medicine for the Elderly at the Mater Hospital. 
(e) Report on services in St. Columcille's Hospital. 
(f) Unveiling of plaque by Councillor Ivor Callely. T.D., Chairman at St. Columcille's 

Hospital on 9th December. 1991 to mark the contribution made by the Order of the 
Poor Servants of the Mother of God during their association with the Hospital from 8th 
December. 1899 to 8th December. 1991. 
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8/1992 
NOTICES OF MOTION 
1. The following motion was proposed by Cllr. Greene and seconded by Mrs. Bonar:- 

"That children suffering from Sotos Syndrome be given a special footwear allowance and that 
children suffering from a rare illness be given a medical card which applies to them alone and 
not to their respective families." 
Following a discussion to which Cllr. Greene, Dr. Hawkins, Prof. McCormick, Deputy Briscoe 
and Dr. O’Herlihy contributed and to which Prof. O'Donnell Dublin Medical Officer of Health 
replied, Mr. Doyle, A/Programme Manager, Community Care Service Informed the members 
that all applications for medical cards are considered on their merits and that, in particular 
cases where significant medical expenses are incurred, due account is taken of such 
expenses. A medical card is issued, where necessary, to meet the needs of an individual child. 
In the case of children requiring special expensive footwear, applications for help with the 
costs involved are sympathetically considered under the Supplementary Welfare Allowance 
Scheme. 
It was agreed to note the terms of the motion. 

2. The following motion was proposed by Cllr. R. Greene and seconded by Cllr. Shortall:- 
“That this Board welcomes the Minister's announcement that she is to appoint a full-time 
geneticist to deal with individuals and families suffering from genetic disorders." 
Following a discussion to which Cllr. Greene. Dr. Hawkins, Dr. Masterson, Dr. O'Boyle, Mrs. 
Clune, Ms. Nealon and the Chairman contributed, and to which Prof. O’Donnell Dublin Medical 
Officer of Health replied it was noted that, while there had been media reports regarding the 
development of a genetic counselling service, an official announcement by the Minister for 
Health in this matter was awaited. 

3. The following motion was proposed by Cllr. Greene and seconded by Deputy Durkan:- 
"That the Eastern Health Board ask the Minister to increase financial resources for all aspects 
of the geriatric services and urgently re-evaluate the present services in view of the changing 
age profile of the State as shown by the recent census statistics." 
Following a discussion to which Cllr. Greene. Deputy Durkan. Dr. Hawkins, Mrs. Clune, Dr. 
Masterson, Dr. Corcoran, Dr. O'Boyle, Cllr. Coffey and the Chairman contributed, the Chief 
Executive Officer informed the members that a progress report reviewing and up-dating our 
Board's policy report on the Care of the Elderly, which had been adopted in April. 1989, is 
currently under preparation and would be presented to our Board in the next two to three 
months. 
It was agreed to consider the matter further when this Report becomes available. 
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9/1992 
CORRESPONDENCE 
Items of correspondence as referred to In the Chief Executive Officer's report were noted. 

The meeting concluded at 8:00 p.m. 

Correct: K J Hickey 
Chief Executive Officer 

 


