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10 07/02/1991 

EASTERN HEALTH BOARD 

Minutes of Proceedings of Monttuy Meeting 
held on 

Thursday 7th February, 1991 at 6.00 p.m. 
in 

The Boardroom St. Mary's Hospital, Chapelizod, Dublin 20. 

Present 

Cllr. B. Briscoe, T.D. Cllr. I. Callely. T.D. 
Mrs. D. Clune Cllr. J. Dillon Byrne 
Cllr. P. Dunne Ald. A. FitzGerald 
Cllr. Dr. D. Fitzpatrick. T.D Cllr. M. Gannon 
Cllr. A. Groome Cllr. F. Hynes 
Cllr. T. Keenan Dr. P. McCarthy 
Mr. G. McGulre Cllr. C. Murphy 
Dr. J. O'Boyle Dr. B. O'Herilhy 

Apologies 

Mrs. B. Bonar. Cllr. M. Carroll. Dr. R Corcoran, 
Cllr. C. Flood. T.D., Cllr. W J. Harvey. Cllr. P. Hickey, 

Prof. J. McCormick. Ms. M. Nealon 

In the Chair 

Cllr. I. Callely. T.D. 

Officers in Attendance 

Mr. K.J. Hickey. Chief Executive Officer 
Mr. M. Walsh. Programme Manager. Special Hospital Care 
Mr. J. Doyle. A/Programme Manager. Community Care 
Mr. S. O'Brien. A/Programme Manager. General Hospital Care 
Prof. B. O'Donnell. Dublin Medical Officer of Health 
Mr. G. Brennan. Technical Services Officer 
Mr. M. Gallagher. Finance Officer 
Mr. G. Hanky. A/Personnel Officer 
Mr. M. O'Connor. Secretary 
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Having regard to the dangerous driving conditions due to snow and ice the members agreed that 
the meeting should conclude at 7p.m. 

11/1991 
CONDOLENCES 

On a proposal by the Chairman, a vote of sympathy was passed with Mr. Gerry McGuire on the 
death of his mother. 

12/1991 
CHAIRMAN'S BUSINESS 

The Chairman read the following report which was noted by the Board: 

1. Resignation of Alderman Alexis FitzGerald 

It is with regret that I refer to the notice of his resignation as a member of our Board which 
has been tendered by Alderman Alexis FttzGerald. 

Alderman FitzGerald has been a member of our Board since 1974 and had the honour of 
serving as Its Chairman from 1978 to 1960. He has always been very actively involved in 
our Board's affairs but finds, to recent times, that the demands of his practice and other 
personal commitments are making it difficult for him to maintain an adequate adequate 
involvement. 

I am sure members will Join with me In wishing Alexis every success to his future 
professional and political career. 

2. Appointment of Deputy Chris Flood as Minister of State 

I am sure members will Join with me in congratulating Deputy Chris Flood on his 
appointment as Minister for State in the Department of Health. We wish him every success 
in his new position and also hope that the experience which he has gained as a member of 
our Board since 1987 will stand him good stead in his new position of responsibility as 
Minister for State at the Department of Health. 

13/1991 
CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES Of MONTHLY MEETING HELD ON 1O1H JANUARY, 1991 

The minutes of the monthly meeting held on 10th January, 1991. having been circulated, were 
confirmed on a proposal by Cllr. Gannon, seconded by Cllr. Dunne. 

On the suggestion of Dr. McCarthy, it was agreed that documents circulated at Board meetings 
should be forwarded, for their Information, to those members not present. 
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14/1991 
QUESTION TO THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

On a proposal by Mrs. Clune, seconded by Cllr. Dunne, it was agreed to answer the question 
which hoi been lodged. 

Cllr. J. Dillon Byrne 

Could the Chief Executive Officer inform the Board of what maintenance work and what 
expenditure on same, has been carried out since the Eastern Health Board took over the Refuge at 
Rathmines. 

Reply 

The following maintenance works have been carried out at Rathmines Refuge since November 
1989 at a cost of £22.179. 

Replacement of entrance doors. 
Installation of intercom system. 
Replacement of internal doors. 
Installation of master locks. 
Replacement of floor covering. 
Replacement of w.c. pans and seats. 
Installation of shelving. 
Improvement of window security. 
Replacing window glass 
Repairs to and maintenance of heating, lighting and fire alarm systems. 
Repairs to fridge. 
Grounds maintenance. 
Internal and external painting (nearing completion). 

In addition furniture, hardware and playroom equipment have been purchased to the value of 
£2.083.50. 

15/1991 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER'S REPORT 

The Chief Executive Officer read the following report which was noted by the Board. 

"1. Housing Act 1988- Assessment of Housing Needs 
I have circulated with the papers for the meeting, copies of letters received from Dublin 
Corporation and Dublin County Council regarding the assessment of housing needs at 
31st March. 1991. Similar notifications were received from Dun Laoghaire Corporation and 
from neighbouring counties. 

It should be noted that, in conjunction with the assessment of housing needs, 
assessments of the scale of homelessness are also being undertaken. 

Arrangements are being made to respond to assessments of housing needs and of the 
scale of homelessness to be carried out by housing authorities in our Board's area. 
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2. "Health is Lookin' Good" -Schools Poster Competition 

I have circulated, with the papers for the meeting, copies of letter dated 22nd January. 
1991 from the Department of Health regarding the plans of the Health Promotion Unit to 
run a second "Health Is Lookin' Good" Schools Poster Competition this year. 

The competition which was organised in 1990 was very successful, was well supported by 
our Board and attracted large numbers of entries from school children throughout our 
area. It is proposed to give full support to this year's competition and members will be 
advised In due course regarding the prize giving ceremonies in our area, towards which 
the Department of Health is making £500 available. 

3 "Unemployment, Poverty and Psychological Distress" 

The Economic and Social Research Institute has recently published a paper entitled 
"Unemployment. Poverty and Psychological Distress" following a study dealing with the 
measurement of the Impact of unemployment on levels of psychological distress and the 
wider issue of the psychological consequences of poverty. A copy of the press release 
Issued in this regard has been, circulated this evening for the information of members. 

A report on this paper can be discussed further at a meeting of the Special Hospital Care 
Programme Committee. 

4. Joint meeting of Budget Working Group and Headquarters Committee  

A Joint meeting of the Committee on Headquarters Accommodation and of the Budget 
Working Group was held on 6th February. 1991 to consider the following two items:- 

1. Dr. Steeven's Hospital - Worth library 

2. Site at James's Street. 

Having been fully briefed on discussions which had taken place in relation to the 
restoration of the Worth Library Collection to Dr. Steeven's Hospital the members decided 
unanimously to fully endorse any action taken to pursue this end. 

With regard to the request from Trinity College for the transfer of our Board's site at 
James's Street to facilitate the construction of a building to house professorial and other 
teaching staff it was noted that this site has been earmarked for the Dublin Dental Hospital 
Project The development of the Dental Hospital was strongly endorsed by the members 
who recommended that arrangements for the transfer of the site should proceed at the 
appropriate time and that any earlier transfer should be further considered In the light of 
discussions on mutual co-operation between our Board and Trinity College. 
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5. Astra Theatre Group 

I am pleased to inform members that our Board's staff drama group - the Astra Theatre Group - 
has recently been revived and win stage The Factory Girls" by Frank McGuinness in the Nurse 
Education Centre. St. Brendan's Hospital on 5th. 6th and 7th March next 

The Astra Theatre Group has, over the years, entertained large numbers of patients in our long 
stay institutions and is. I feel, worthy of our support. If any member plans to attend on the 
opening night 5th March Astra have advised us that it Is hoped to mark the occasion with a 
cheese and wine reception to which members are cordially invited." 

Following a discussion on the assessments qf housing needs and homelessness to which Cllr. 
Dunne. Cllr. Hynes, Cllr. Gannon, Cllr. Reilly. Dr. O'Boyle, Dr. McCarthy, the Chairman and Deputy Dr. 
Fitzpatrick contributed and to which the Chief Executive Officer replied it was noted that up-to-date 
lists of identified needs would be prepared in each Programme for transmission to the Local 
Authorities. Concern was expressed regarding the inadequate level of capital funding available to 
local authorities for housing and the limited development of their role under the Housing Act 1988 in 
relation to the homeless and other disadvantaged groups. Members expressed support for the 
developments of voluntary housing associations or organizations which would quality for assistance 
in the construction of housing for the elderly and other disadvantaged groups. 

16/1991 
CORRESPONDENCE 

Items of correspondence as referred to in the Chairman's Business and Chief Executive Officer's 
Report, copies of which had been circulated, were noted. 

17/1991 
OTHER BUSINESS 

The Chairman informed the members that he had been advised by Cllr. Mrs. Glenn that the meeting of 
the Committee on Single Parent Births and Families arranged for the 8th February. 1991 had been 
postponed due to the severe weather conditions. 

The remainder of the business was adjourned to a meeting subsequently arranged for 19th February. 
1991 at 6:00 p.m. 

The meeting concluded at 7 p.m. 

Correct: K.J. Hickey, 
Chief Executive Officer. 

 


