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EASTERN HEALTH BOARD 

Minutes of Proceedings of Monthly Meeting 
held in 

The Boardroom, St. Mary's Hospital, Chapelizod, Dublin 20 
on 

Thursday 1st November, 1990 at 6.00 p.m. 

Present 

Sen. O. Bennett 
Cllr. B. Briscoe, T.D. 
Cllr. M. Carroll 
Mrs. D. Clune 
Cllr. P. D u n n e 
Aid. A. FitzGerald 
Cllr. M. Gannon 
Cllr. A. Groome 
Cllr. P. Hickey 
Cllr. T. Keenan 
Mr. G. McGuire 
Cllr. C. Murphy 
Dr. J. O'Boyle 
Cllr. L. O'Neill 

Mrs. B. Bonar 
Cllr. I. Callely, T.D. 
Dr. R Corcoran 
Cllr. J. Dillon Byrne 
Cllr. B.J. Durkan , T.D. 
Cllr. Dr. D. Fitzpatrick, T.D. 
Cllr. A. Glenn 
Cllr. W.J. Harvey 
Cllr. F. Hynes 
Dr. P. McCarthy 
Dr. J . Masterson 
Ms. M. Nealon 
Dr. B. O'Herlihy 
Cllr. J. Reilly 

In the Chair 

Cllr. I. Callely, T.D. 

Officers in Attendance 

Mr. K.J. Hickey, Chief Executive Officer 
Mr. M. Walsh, Programme Manager, Special Hospital Care 
Mr. J. Doyle, A/Programme Manager, Community Care 
Mr. S. O'Brien, A/Programme Manager, General Hospital Care 
Prof. B. O'Donnell, Dublin Medical Officer of Health 
Mr. G. Brennan, Technical Services Officer 
Mr. M. Gallagher, Finance Officer 
Ms. M. Kelly, A/Personnel Officer 
Ms. F. McNamara, A/Secre ta ry 
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105/90 
CONDOLENCES 

On the proposal of Cllr. Harvey, a vote of sympathy was passed with Cllr. Paddy 
Hickey on the death of his sister. 

On a proposal of the Chairman votes of sympathy were passed with thefollowing:-

1. Fergus Kelly, Community Welfare Officer, on the death of his father. 

2. Darren Finn, Grade III Officer, Salaries Section, on the death of his sister. 

106/90 

CHAIRMAN'S BUSINESS 

The Chairman read the following report which was noted by the Board:-

1.    December Meeting of Board 
With the members' agreement, it is proposed to hold the December meeting of 
our Board on Thursday 13th December, 1990 at 6.00 p.m. 

The December meeting of the Special Hospital Care Programme Committee 
will be held on 6th December, 1990 at 11.00 a.m. 

2. Meeting of Budget Working Group 

A meeting of the Budget Working Group will be held on Monday 19th 
November, 1990 at 11.00 a.m. to consider our Board's financial position at 
31st October, 1990. 

Members concerned will be notified in writing regarding this meeting." 

107/90 
CONFIRMATION OF THE MINUTES OF THE MONTHLY MEETING HELD ON 4TH 
OCTOBER, 1990 

The minutes of the monthly meeting held on 4th October, 1990, having been 
circulated, were confirmed on a proposal by Cllr. Hickey, seconded by Cllr. Dillon 
Byrne. 

la] Matters arising from the minutes 

Cllr. Durkan referred to Minute no. 93/90 regarding the provision of 
psychiatric services in Co. Kildare and enquired as to progress in the 
exchange of proposals for development between our Board and the South 
Eastern Health Board. 

The Chief Executive Officer replied that proposals had been exchanged and 
contact made with the Department of Health. The issue of the level of 
funding for 1991 is being followed up. 
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108/90 

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER'S REPORT 

The Chief Executive Officer read the following report which was noted by the Board:-

I. Health Research Board - Annual Report and Accounts 1989 
I have circulated this evening, for the information of members, copies of the 
Annual Report and Accounts for 1989 for the Health Research Board. 

Apart from the Chairman's statement and Chief Executive's summary, the 
Report also includes a summary of the Health Research Board's research 
grants scheme and of the work undertaken by its various Research Units. 
Details regarding the health information systems and the current range of 
epidemiological studies undertaken by senior staff are also given. 

I am sure members will find the Report useful and informative. 

2. Disposal of portion of the site at 87 St Lawrence Road, Clontarf 

It is proposed to dispose of portion of our site at 87 St. Lawrence Road, 
Clontarf for a social housing development related to our Board's services. 

In accordance with the usual practice a Section 83 notice will be circulated 
for consideration at the December meeting of our Board. 

3. Inspection of Newcastle Hospital, Co. Wicklow 

The Department of Health have forwarded to me for comment a copy of a 
recent report by the Inspector of Mental Hospitals on the psychiatric 
services provided in and from Newcastle Hospital. 

I am sure that members will be pleased to know that once again the Inspector 
has expressed himself as being very impressed with the high level of services 
provided and that he had no recommendations to make in relation to any 
improvements, following his inspection. 

I am sure also that the Board will wish to congratulate all the staff concerned 
on such a satisfactory report. 

4. Central Planning Committee - Mental Handicap Services 

I have circulated this evening for the information of members, a copy of a 
report which has just recently been adopted by the Central Planning 
Committee for services for the mentally handicapped in our Board's area. 

This will be brought before the next meeting of the Special Hospital Care 
Programme Committee for detailed examination and discussion prior to its 
adoption by our Board and formal submission to the Department of Health. 
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5. Services at Cheeverstoum House 

Members of our Board were fully up-dated at last week's special meeting on 
the cur ren t position in relation to Cheeverstown House. 

I am pleased to inform members tha t it now seems likely that a basis h a s 
been reached on which a future positive working relationship between our 
Board and Cheeverstown authori t ies may be developed. 

Details of the outcome of recent discussions have been provided to the 
members of the sub-group appointed by our Board and these will be reported 
at the next meeting of the Special Hospital Care Programme Committee for 
considerat ion and final recommendat ion to our Board. 

I feel t ha t member s will welcome any developments tha t will enable the 
facilities at Cheeverstown to be further developed and fully utilised towards 
meeting priority requirements for services for the mentally handicapped in 
our Board's area." 

Mr. McGuire asked to be associated with the compliments regarding Newcastle 
Hospital. 

In a discussion relating to Cheeverstown House, Cllr. Hynes requested that his 
dissatisfaction with the rate of progress being made be recorded. Following a 
general discussion on the issue to which Cllr. Hynes, Mr. McGuire, Cllr. Carroll, 
Cllr. Gannon, The Chairman, Deputy Durkan, Cllr. Dillon Byrne, Mrs. Bonar, Mrs. 
Clune and Cllr. Dunne contributed and to which the Chief Executive Officer replied, 
it was decided that the agreement reached should be discussed in detail at the next 
meeting of the Special Hospital Care Programme Committee. 

109/90 
CENTRAL COUNCIL OF THE FEDERATED DUBLIN VOLUNTARY HOSPITALS -
MEMBERSHIP 

The following Report no. 1 7 / 1 9 9 0 by the Chief Executive Officer was submitted:-

T h e Hospitals Federat ion a n d Amalgamation Act, 1961, provides for t he 
appoin tment by ou r Board of five persons to be members of the Central Council of 
t h e Federated Dublin Voluntary Hospitals. 

Ou r Board is represented on the Central Council by:-

Sen. O. Bennett 
Cllr. W. Harvey 
Ms. M. Nealon 

The appointment of two persons to replace Cllr. I. Callely, T.D. and Dr. R Hawkins, 
who have resigned their membership , is a ma t t e r for our Board." 
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The following members were nominated for the two vacancies:-

L Cllr. A. Glenn 
2. Cllr. T. Keenan 
a Cllr. M. Gannon 
4. Dr. P. McCarthy 

Dr. McCarthy's request that his name be withdrawn was agreed. 

Following a secret ballot Cllr. A. Glenn and Cllr. T. Keenan were appointed as 
members of the Central Council of the Federated Dublin Voluntary Hospitals. 

110/90 
"COMMUNITY MEDICINE AND PUBLIC HEALTH - THE FUTURE" - REPORT OF A 
WORKING PARTY APPOINTED BY THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH 

The following Report no. 1 8 / 1 9 9 0 was submitted by the Chief Executive Officen-

"I enclose a copy of "Community Medicine and Public Health - t he Future" - the 
Report of a Working Party appointed by the Minister for Health, which h a s recently 
been circulated by the Depar tment of Health. 

The Working Party, of which I h a d the honour to be Chairman, was establ ished by 
the Minister in April 1988 to define the role of communi ty medicine in the heal th 
services in the medium to long term. 

A s u m m a r y and the ma in recommendat ions are set out in Chapter 2 of the Report. 
These recommendat ions relate to the public heal th service as a whole i.e. across all 
p rogrammes and to the wider d imens ions of heal th involving o ther sectors . 

Members m a y wish to consider the Report in more detail and p e r h a p s th is could best 
be done th rough the Communi ty Care Programme Committee." 

On a proposal by Mrs. Bonar, seconded by Cllr. Dillon Byrne, it was agreed that the 
Report be considered in detail by the Community Care Programme Committee. 

111/90 
PROGRESS REPORTS FROM PROGRAMME COMMITTEES 

L Special Hospital Care Programme Committee 

On a proposal by Dr. O'Herlihy, seconded by Mrs. Bonar, it was agreed to 
adopt the report. 

The following ma t t e r s were dealt with in the report: -

(a] The development of a pos t -graduate training p rogramme in the 
Nursing service. 

lb] The development of pre-vocational skill-based p rog rammes . 
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[c] A facility for day care and pre-vocational services in the g rounds of 
St. Dymphna ' s Unit, North Circular Road. 

[d] The commissioning of a day centre at Ballymun. 

[e] The appoin tment of Consul tant Psychiatr ists in the Forensic Service 
and in the St. Loman's area services. 

[f] A recommendat ion to the Board on the de-designation of a reas of St. 
I ta 's Hospital. 

[g] Report on Mental Handicap Services in Area no. 8. 

Following a discussion on the recommendation in relation to the de-
designation of areas of St. Ita's, worded as follows:-

" The de-designation of a reas of St. Ita's Hospital as appropriate be proceeded 
with as early as possible." 

to which Mr. G. McGuire, Cllr. Gannon, Cllr. Groome, The Chairman, Cllr. 
Dunne, Mrs. Clune, Cllr. Carroll, Mrs. Bonar, Cllr. Dillon Byrne, Cllr. 
Keenan, Dr. O'Herlihy, Dr. O'Boyle, Cllr. Glenn, Ms. Nealon, Deputy Durkan, 
Cllr. Reilly, Dr. Corcoran, Cllr. Murphy and Dr. McCarthy contributed and 
to which the Chief Executive Officer and the Programme Manager, Special 
Hospital Care replied, the following amendment proposed by Cllr. Dunne 
and seconded by Dr. O'Herlihy was agreed: 

T h a t a feasibility s tudy be under taken regarding the proposed de-
designation of a reas of St. Ita's Hospital and tha t a report on the s tudy be 
brought back to the Board as soon as possible following consul tat ion with 
all concerned. ' ' 

2. General Hospital Care Programme Committee 

On aproposalby Cllr. Dunne, seconded by Dr. O'Herlihy it was agreed to 
adopt the report. 

The following m a t t e r s were dealt with in the report:-

[a] The equipping of the Psychiatric Uni t /Boi lerhouse a n d Ancilliary 
Accommodation at Naas General Hospital. 

[b] G.P. Access Scheme at St. Vincent 's Hospital, Athy. 

[c] Pathology Services at St. Columcille's Hospital. 

[d] Transpor t services and G.P. Access Scheme at St. Mary's Hospital, 
Phoenix Park . 

[e] Kitchen/Toilet Facilities at Bru Chaoimhin. 

[f] Report on vehicle accommodat ion. 

[g] Report on services at Cherry Orchard Hospital. 
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[h] A recommendation to the Board regarding the identification of a 
North City/County Ambulance Base to provide an ambulance service 
to North City/County Dublin prior to 31st December, 1990. 

Following a discussion in relation to the GP Access Scheme in Athy, it was 
agreed that a detailed report should be brought to the next General Hospital 
Programme Committee meeting. 

In relation to the recommendation regarding the identification of an 
ambulance base in North City/County Dublin it was agreed that a report on 
the subject should be brought to the December meeting of the General 
Hospital Care Programme Committee. 

3. Community Care Programme Committee 

On a proposal by Mrs. Bonar, seconded by Deputy Durkan, it was agreed to 
adopt the report. 

The following matters were dealt with in the report:-

[a] Report of special meeting held on Wednesday 9th October, 1990 to 
discuss the 1989 Report of the G.M.S. Payments Board. 

[b] Report of special meeting held on Wednesday 17th October, 1990 to 
discuss a report on services for the homeless. 

[c] Report of special meeting held on Wednesday 24th October, 1990 to 
discuss Community Nursing Services. 

[d] Report of monthly meeting held in Community Care Area 4, Old 
County Road, Crumlin on Thursday 25th October. 1990. 

112/90 
NOTICES OF MOTION 

L The following motion was proposed by Cllr. B.J. Durkan, T.D. 

T h a t this Board would ensure the provision of adequate accommodation for 
ambulance staff adjacent to Naas Hospital, with particular reference to 
meeting fire and other regulations." 

With Deputy Dufkan's agreement, it was agreed that the matter would be 
discussed at the next meeting of the General Hospital Care Programme 
Committee and that the A/Programme Manager, General Hospital Care 
would communicate directly with the Deputy on the matter. 

Z The following motion was proposed by Cllr. B.J. Durkan, T.D. 

"That this Board would ensure that Cardiac Ambulances be deployed in Co. 
Kildare in such a way as to give adequate service to the County comparable 
to the service available in Dublin, and that the standard and condition of all 
ambulances be brought up to standard." 
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With Deputy Durkan's agreement it was agreed that a report would be 
brought to the General Hospital Care Programme Committee for 
consideration. 

3. The following motion was proposed by Mrs. Bonar:-

T h a t psychiatric patients be permitted to have their prescriptions 
dispensed at their local pharmacies, rather than having to queue for long 
periods at out-patient clinics". 

Following a discussion to which Mrs. Bonar, Mr. McGuire and Dr. O'Boyle 
contributed and to which the Chief Executive Officer replied, it was agreed 
that this matter should be referred to the Programme Manager, Special 
Hospital Care for further consideration. Thefeasibility of a pilot scheme in 
this regard will also be considered. 

The meeting concluded at 9.15 p.m. 

Correct: K.J. Hickey, 
Chief Executive Officer. 

CHAIRMAN 




