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EASTERN HEALTH BOARD 

Minutes of proceedings of monthly meeting 
held on 

Thursday 7th June, 1990 at 6.00 p.m. 
in 

St. Colman's Hospital, Rathdrum, Co. Wicklow 

Present 

Mrs. B. Bonar 
Cllr. I. Callely, T.D. 
Dr. R. Corcoran 
Dr. P. Devitt 
Cllr. P. D u n n e 
Cllr. M. G a n n o n 
Cllr. A. Groome 
Dr. R Hawkins 
Cllr. F. Hynes 
Cllr. T. Keenan 
Mr. G. McGuire 
Ms. M. Nealon 
Dr. B. O'Herlihy 

Cllr. B. Briscoe, T.D. 
Cllr. M. Carroll 
Mrs. D. Clune 
Cllr. J . Dillon Byrne 
Cllr. B.J. Durkan , T.D. 
Cllr. A. Glenn 
Cllr. W.J . Harvey 
Cllr. P. Hickey 
Dr. D.I. Keane 
Dr. P. McCarthy 
Cllr. C. Murphy 
Dr. J. O'Boyle 
Cllr. J. Reilly 

Apologies 

Prof. J . S . Doyle, Cllr. Dr. D. Fitzpatrick 

In the Chair 

Cllr. Aust in Groome 

Officers in Attendance 

Mr. K.J. Hickey, Chief Executive Officer 
Mr. M. Walsh, Programme Manager, Special Hospital Care 
Mr. J . Doyle, A/Programme Manager, Communi ty Care 
Mr. S. O'Brien, A/Programme Manager, General Hospital Care 
Prof. B. O'Donnell, Dublin Medical Officer of Health 
Mr. G. Brennan , Technical Services Officer 
Mr. M. Gallagher, Finance Officer 
Ms. M. Kelly, A/Personnel Officer 
Mr. M. O'Connor, Secretary 
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43/1990 
CONDOLENCE 

On the proposal of the Chairman a vote of sympathy was passed with Mr. Martin 
Buckley, Management Services Department, on the death of his father. 

44/1990 

CHAIRMAN'S BUSINESS 

The Chairman read the following report which was noted by the Board:-

"1. Deputation re. Housing Needs 

At the December meeting of our Board, the following members were 
nominated to form a deputation to meet with the City and County Manager 
and the Housing Officers of Dublin Corporation, Dublin County Council and 
Dun Laoghaire Borough Corporation to discuss the long-term housing 
accommodation needs of the homeless and other disadvantaged groups, 
including the elderly: 

Cllr. A. Groome (Chairman) 
Cllr. M. Gannon 
Cllr. F. Hynes 
Mr. G. McGuire 
Mrs. D. Clune 
Cllr. W. Harvey 
Cllr P. Hickey 
Cllr. M. Carroll 
Cllr. J. Dillon Byrne 
Cllr. P. Dunne 

Arrangements are being made for a joint meeting between the 
representatives of our Board and the three Dublin Housing Authorities and, 
in this regard, we have been requested to include City Council 
representatives on our Board's deputation. With the members' agreement it 
is proposed to include the name of Alderman Alexis FitzGerald, as the mover 
of the original motion. 

2. Annual Meeting 

It is proposed to hold the Annual Meeting of our Board on Thursday 5th July, 
1990 at 6 p.m. in the Boardroom, St. Mary's Hospital, Chapelizod. The 
Annual Meeting will be followed by the monthly meeting at 6.30 p.m. 

a Bray Wanderers FAI Cup Success 1990 

The manager of the successful Bray Wanderers team, Mr. Pat Devlin, is 
employed by our Board and I am sure that members would wish to join with 
me and extend our Board's heartiest congratulations to Mr. Devlin and his 
team on their success which has brought the FAI Cup to Co. Wicklow for the 
first time. 
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4. In response to a request from a number of members it is 
proposed to hold a special meeting of our Board on Wednesday 20th June at 
6.00 p.m. in the Boardroom, St. Mary's Hospital to consider the incidence of 
non-marital births and the implications for our services." 

Members agreed that the special meeting should be held on Thursday 21st 
June and that the June meeting of the General Hospital Care Programme 
Committee should be held on 19th June. 

It was agreed that the following members should be included in the 
deputation to discuss housing needs:-

Cllr. B. Briscoe, T.D. 
Cllr. I. Callely, T.D. 
Cllr. A. Glenn 

45/1990 
CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF MONTHLY MEETING HELD ON 3RD MAY, 1990 

The minutes of the monthly meeting held on 3rd May, 1990, having been circulated, 
were confirmed on a proposal by Cllr. Gannon, seconded by Cllr. Carroll. 

46/1990 
QUESTIONS TO THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

On a proposal by Dr. Hawkins, seconded by Mr. McGuire, it was agreed to answer the 
questions that had been lodged. 

(i) Dr. P. Devitt 

"What is the Board's position on the recent submission of 
the HIV/AIDS sub-committee of Irish College of General 
Practitioners with respect to a G.P. fellowship as an 
intrinsic part of the Board's drop in HIV/AIDS Clinics". 

Reply 

This has been under consideration in the context of the further development 
of an integrated programme related to HIV infection and AIDS in Dublin 
which is currently the subject of discussions with the Department of Health. 

The submission in question was from a general practitioner attached to the 
Department of General Practice of the Royal College of Surgeons in Ireland 
and he has been advised of the current position regarding his proposal. 

(ii) Cllrs. C. Murphy, T. Keenan, F. Hynes and D. Roche T.D. 

"Could the Chief Executive Officer report to the Board 

(i) the brief, as prepared, for the Health Centre at Bray 

(ii) the target date for submission of this brief to the 
Department of Health 
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(iii) the likelihood of a design team being appointed for 
this centre 

(iv) an anticipated building construction year: or 

(v) alternatively the utilization of the Arklow Health Centre, 
plans, in Bray, to short-cut the process ?." 

Reply 

The provision of a new building to replace the existing Bray Health Centre has been 
included in our Board's capital priority proposals since 1983, and has been accepted 
by the Department of Health as one of our Board's top five priorities for Health 
Centres. 

{i} A preliminary brief has been prepared, including a schedule of 
accommodation, providing for a building of some 6,500 square feet to 
accommodate medical, nursing, dental, social work, environmental health 
and supplementary welfare services. 

The building is intended to serve a population of up to 30,000 people in Bray 
and the surrounding area. A number of factors will have a bearing on the 
final brief e.g. the necessity to provide some of the accommodation at first 
floor level, the future location of the Bray Old Folks Club and possible 
adjustments to the frontage of the site. 

{ii} The brief can be completed at short notice on an indication from the 
Department of Health that the requisite planning process can proceed and 
this, in turn, involves the commitment of the necessary capital resources to 
the project. 

{iii} The appointment of a design teaim, which will require the approval of the 
Department of Health, can be made as soon as the necessary capital 
resources have been committed to the project. 

{iv} The building could be completed iin a period of 2 years from appointment of 
the design team. 

{v) The Arklow Health Centre (4,000 sq. ft.) was designed to serve a population of 
about half the size of the population which the Bray centre (6,500 sq ft) will 
serve. It is a single storey building which was not designed for extension by 
the addition of an upper storey. 
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(iii) Mr. O. McGuire 

"Could you please specify what overtime payments were paid to staff for 1989 
and could you illustrate what category of staff were in receipt of same." 

Reply 

During 1989, an amount of £ 1.9m was paid to staff in respect of overtime 
worked during that year. 

The categories of staff in receipt of overtime were as follows:-

Medical (N.C.H.D.'S) 
Nursing 
Attendants (C.M.H.) 
Ambulance 
Engineering 
Clerical and Administrative 
Dental 

In accordance with Board budget policy continuing efforts are being made to 
reduce the level of overtime to the absolute minimum. 

(iv) Mrs. B. Bonar 

"Which public or private hospitals in the Eastern Health Board area are 
holders of G.M.S. contracts ?" 

Reply 

No public or private hospitals in our Board's area have G.M.S. Contracts. 

However, the Board has a contract with an individual pharmacist who 
operates a retail pharmacy within a private hospital." 

47/1990 

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER'S REPORT 

The Chief Executive Officer read the following report which was noted by the Board:-

1. Supplementary Welfare Allowance Back to School Clothing Scheme 
I have circulated, with the correspondence for the meeting, copies of Circular 
S.A. 3 /90 from the Department of Social Welfare regarding the 
Supplementary Welfare Allowance Back to School Clothing Scheme which 
will operate during 1990 and which will replace the existing Footwear 
Scheme and the exceptional needs payments made towards school uniforms. 

2, MMR Vaccination Programme 

I have also circulated with the correspondence for the meeting copies of 
letter dated 24th May, 1990 from the Department of Health regarding the 



continuation of the MMR Vaccination Programme. The Programme will 
continue to be the subject of on-going review in the light of up-take levels and 
reported incidence of these diseases. 

Charges in respect of private and semi-private accommodation in public 
hospitals 

I have also circulated with the correspondence for the meeting copies of 
Circular no. 6/90 dated 25th May, 1990 from the Department of Health 
notifying revised rates of charges in respect of private and semi-private 
accommodation in public hospitals with effect from 1st July, 1990. 

*999' Emergency Ambulance Control 

The resolution adopted by our Board at last month's meeting was duly 
communicated to the Minister for Health and to each member of the Cabinet 
as requested. 

Since that time further developments have taken place at Government level 
and I took the opportunity of personally briefing Board members on these at 
the meeting of the Community Care Committee which took place in 
Clonskeagh on Thursday 24th May last. 

I have now circulated for the information of members, a copy of a letter and 
enclosures received by me from the Department of Health on 29th May 
advising me of the terms of the Government's decision in this matter, which 
are as follows:-

(1) the control function for "999" Ambulance calls in Dublin should 
revert to the Dublin Fire Brigade Centre at Tara Street, Dublin (from 
the Eastern Health Board) as soon as practicable and without 
prejudice to (2) and (3) below, 

[2] Mr. David Kennedy should be asked to carry out an immediate 
examination of the control and communication arrangements for 
the Ambulance Service in the Eastern Health Board area, including 
communication with the hospitals, with a view to making a 
recommendation as to the permanent arrangements to be put in place 
for control of the service, 

(3] following Mr. Kennedy's examination, discussions should then take 
place on the basis of his report {within a 2 month period} between 
Dublin Corporation and the Eastern Health Board under the aegis of 
the Local Government Staff Negotiations Board, if appropriate, with 
a view to resolving any outstanding industrial relations problems, 
and 

[4] the matter should be brought before the Government at the end of this 
period. 

Dr. Steevens Hospital Project 

Our Board's proposals in relation to this project have been the subject of 
recent discussions with officers of the Department of Health. 
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Further discussions will be necessary which are likely to involve some 
modifications to the details of the proposals already submitted by our Board. 
The Committee of our Board appointed to deal with the Dr. Steevens Project 
will meet on 15th June next and will be kept fully informed regarding 
current discussions. The outcome of same will be reported, through the 
Committee, to the Board at the earliest opportunity. 

61 Tallaght Hospital Board - Appointment 

I wish to inform members that the Minister for Health has recently 
appointed Mr. Seamus O'Brien, Acting Programme Manager, General 
Hospital Care, to be a member of the Tallaght Hospital Board for the period 
ending on 28th May, 1993 or until the commissioning day of the Hospital, 
whichever first occurs. 

7. Aughrim Dispensary Residence 

It is proposed to dispose of the former Dispensary Residence at Aughrim, Co. 
Wicklow, which is no longer required for the purposes of our Board. The 
disposal is recommended by the Budget Working Group. 

In accordance with the usual practice a Section 83 notice will be issued for 
consideration by our Board at the July meeting. 

8. Income limit for Category U health services 

I have also circulated with the correspondence for the meeting copies of 
letter dated 25th May, 1990 from the Department of Health enclosing a copy 
of the Health Services (Amendment) Regulations 1990 which raise the 
income limit for Category II health services from £16,000 to £16,700 with 
effect from 1st June, 1990." 

At the request of Dr. Hawkins, it was agreed to a report to the next meeting of the 
Community Care Programme Committee regarding plans for the implementation of 
theMMR Vaccination Programme. 

The position regarding the "999" Emergency Ambulance Control as reported by the 
Chief Executive Officer, was noted and, in relation to the Board's resolution at the 
May meeting, it was decided to await the outcome of the examination by Mr. 
Kennedy referred to above. 

48/1990 
TEMPORARY BORROWING 

The following report no. 6/1990 from the Chief Executive Officer was submitted:-

T h e approval of the Board to borrowing by way of overdraft during the period 
ending on 30th September, 1990 to a maximum of £6m is requested." 

On a proposal by Mrs. Clune, seconded by Dr. Hawkins, it was agreed to adopt the 
proposal contained in the Report 
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49/1990 
PROGRAMME COMMITTEES - MEMBERSHIP 

The following report no. 7/1990 from the Chief Executive Officer was submitted:-

"The annual rotation of members of the Programme Committees has been effected 
as provided for in our Board's Standing Orders. The revised membership is shown 
on the attached sheet. 

Standing Orders provide that members w/ho wish to exchange Committee 
membership may make one such exchange (by direct transfer) and that they shall 
jointly notify the Secretary to this effect inot later than the third Thursday in June 
i.e. 21st June, 1990. 

The final membership lists will be circulated with the agenda for the annual meeting for 
formal confirmation by our Board." 

The report was noted. 

50/1990 

BUDGET WORKING GROUP - MEMBERSHIP 

The following report no. 8/1990 from the Chief Executive Officer was submitted:-

"The current membership of the Budget Working Group is as follows: -

Cllr. A. Groome (Chairman) 
Cllr. I. Callely, T.D. 
Mrs. D. Clune 
Cllr. P. Dunne 
Cllr. F. Hynes 
Cllr. P. Hickey 
Ms. M. Nealon 
Dr. B. O'Herlihy 
Cllr. J. Reilly 
Cllr. M. Carroll 
Dr. R. Corcoran 
Dr. P. McCarthy 
Dr. J. O'Boyle 

Our Board's Standing Orders provide that the Budget Working Group shall consist of 

[a] A core group of nine members who shall serve for their full five year term of 
office, and 

[b] A group of four members who shall change each year and be appointed at the 
annual meeting of the Board. 

In accordance with the requirements of Standing Orders nominations for the four 
places at [b] shall be taken at the June meeting of the Board. If more than four 
nominations are made, the four members for appointment to the Budget Working 
Group shall be elected at the annual meeting in July." 

[al 1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 

[b] 10. 
11. 
12. 
13. 
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The following members were nominated for the four places  

1. Cllr. M. Gannon 
2. Mr. G. McGuire 
3. Dr. DJ. Keane 
4. Cllr. T. Keenan 

Following a discussion on the resolution which had been adopted at the April 
meeting of our Board regarding the restriction of members to serving on a 
maximum of four committees or hospital boards etc., and which, on legal advice, 
was re-submitted for the May meeting as a proposal to amend Standing Orders (and 
subsequently withdrawn), to which Deputy Durkan and the Chairman contributed 
and to which the Chief Executive Officer replied, it was agreed to ask the Law Agent 
to consider the matterfurther and to elaborate on the advice which he had already 
given. 

51/1990 
REQUEST FOR CONSENT TO SUB-LEASE FROM ST. JAMES'S HOSPITAL BOARD 

The following report no. 9/1990 was submitted:-

"A request has been received from St. James's Hospital Board for our Board's 
consent to the granting of a sub-lease to the Electricity Supply Board of a small plot 
of ground (2.75m x 4.25m) for the construction of a sub-station. 

Clause 2.11 of the Lease dated 15th April, 1974 between our Board and St. James's 
Hospital Board provides that the Hospital Board shall not assign, sub-let or part 
with possession of the premises or any part thereof without the consent in writing 
of our Board, which shall not be unreasonably withheld. 

The request has been considered by the Budget Working Group who recommend that 
our Board should give its consent to the sub-lease." 

On a proposal by Mr. McGuire, seconded by Cllr. Gannon, the grant of a sub-lease 
from St. James's Hospital Board to the Electricity Supply Board was agreed. 

52/1990 
DRAFT BOARDING-OUT REGULATIONS 

The following report no. 10/1990 from the Chief Executive Officer was submitted:-

"We have been requested by the Department of Health for comments on the enclosed 
draft Boarding Out Regulations proposed under Section 11 of the Health (Nursing 
Homes) Bill, 1989.. 

It is proposed to submit the following observations to the Department of Health, 
together with additional comments which members may wish to make:-

• Adequate arrangements should be made to facilitate a patient in the practice 
of his or her religion. (Section 4) 

• There is no reference to the requirement to have suitable bath and/or shower 
facilities, and toilet facilities where a person is to be boarded-out. 
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• The "arrangement" referred to shiould be more formal and be subject to 
contract as in the case of children "boarded-out" 

• It is important that the suitability of the person with whom people will be 
boarded-out be assured in advamce of placement (in addition to the 
suitability of the premises) by requiring that references be produced from 
suitable people (Doctors, Clergy, etc.) in the community where the premises 
are situated." 

On a proposal by Cllr. Dunne, seconded toy Cllr. Reilly, the report was agreed. 

53/1990 
PROGRESS REPORTS FROM PROGRAMME COMMITTEES 

L Special Hospital Care Programme Committee 

On a proposal by Mrs. Clune, seconded by Cllr. Dunne, it was agreed to adopt 
the report. 

The following matters were dealt with in the report: -

[a] Gheel Premises 

[b] Premises at Seville Place 

[c] Family Counselling Training Scheme 

[d] Unit for Alcoholism, Tallaght 

[e] Services for the Aged - Presentation by Dr. Wrigley 

[f] Central Mental Hospital 

2. General Hospital Care Programme Committee 

On a proposal by Dr. O'Herlihy, seconded by Cllr. Carroll it was agreed to 
adopt the report. 

The following matters were dealt with in the report:-

[a] Progress report on new Ps;ychiatric Unit at Naas General Hospital 

[b] Progress report on new Daiy Room at District Hospital, Baltinglass 

[c] Orthopaedic and Anaesthetic services in St. Columcille's Hospital 

[d] Consultant posts at Jame^s Connolly Memorial Hospital, 
Blanchardstown 

[e] "999" Emergency Ambulanice Requests 

[f] Out-patient appointments system patient charter and patients feed
back mechanism 

[g] Report on services at St. Mlary's Hospital 
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[h] Progress report on general practi t ioner access scheme, St. Vincent 's 
Hospital , Athy 

[i] The need for sheltered hous ing in the communi ty for elderly people. 

3. Community Care Programme Committee 

On a proposal by Mr. McGuire, seconded by Cllr. Reilly, it was agreed to adopt 
the report. 

The following ma t t e r s were dealt with in the report:-

[a] Communi ty Mothers Programme 

[b] Proposals for an extension of services for the elderly in response to 
the special allocation notified by the Depar tment of Heal th 

[c] Update reports on the Rape Crisis Centre and "999" Emergency 
Ambulance Calls Sys tem 

54 /1990 
NOTICES OF MOTION 

1. The mot ion in the n a m e of Cllr. J. Dillon Byrne regarding alternative a n d 
complementary medicine w a s deferred to the J u l y meeting. 

2. The following motion in the n a m e of Cllr. Dr. D. Fitzpatrick, T.D., was , at 
h i s request , moved for a report to the General Hospital Care Programme 
Commit tee :-

"That a min ibus service be provided from one of the gates of the Phoenix 
Park, to St. Mary's Hospital to allow visitors who have no t r anspor t of their 
own to visit relatives in the hospital . Owing to the isolation of the hospital , 
especially in winter evenings, visitors in m a n y cases are afraid to walk 
th rough the p a r k to the hospital ." 

55 /1990 
CORRESPONDENCE 

Four i tems of correspondence, as referred to in the Chief Executive Officer's Report, 
which h a d been circulated were noted. 

56 /1990 
OTHER BUSINESS 

Cllr. Glenn referred to a post card which she had received regarding the condition of 
St. Helena 's in Finglas. Following a discussion to which Cllr. Glenn a n d Cllr. 
Gannon contr ibuted, and to which the Chief Executive Officer replied, it was agreed 
to report to the Communi ty Care Programme Committee regarding the s teps which 
h a d been taken , and which were planned, in relation to the ma in t enance of the 
house. 
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Dr. Hawkins referred to his recent visit to the mortuary at St. James's Hospital and 
expressed his concern in relation to the limitations in the available facilities. At 
his request, members asked the Chief Executive Officer to write to St. James's 
Hospital Board conveying their concern in this matter. 

The meeting concluded at 7.00 p.m. 

Correct: K. J. Hickey, 
Chief Executive Officer. 

CHAIRMAN 




