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EASTERN HEALTH BOARD 

Minutes of proceedings of monthly meeting 
held on 

Thursday 11th January, 1990 at 6.00 p.m. 
In 

The Boardroom, St. Mary's Hospital, Chapelizod, Dublin 20. 

Present 
Sen. O. Bennett Mrs. B. Bonar 
Cllr. B. Briscoe, T.D. Cllr. I. Callely, T.D. 
Cllr. M. Carroll Dr. R Corcoran 
Mrs. D. Clune Dr. P. Devitt 
Cllr. J. Dillon Byrne Cllr. P. Dunne 
Cllr. B. J. Durkan, T.D. Ald. A. FitzGerald 
Cllr. Dr. D. Fitzpatrick T.D. Cllr. C. Flood, T.D. 
Cllr. M. Gannon Cllr. A. Glenn 
Cllr. A. Groome Dr. R Hawkins 
Cllr. P. Hickey Cllr. F. Hynes 
Dr. D. I. Keane Cllr. T. Keenan 
Dr. P. McCarthy Prof. J. McCormick 
Mr. G. McGuire Dr. J. Masterson 
Cllr. C. Murphy Ms. M. Nealon 
Dr. J. O'Boyle Dr. B. O'Herlihy 
Cllr. L. O'Neill Cllr. J. Reilly 
Cllr. R Roche, T.D. 

Apologies 

Prof. J. S. Doyle, Cllr. W. J. Harvey 

In the Chair 

Cllr. A. Groome 

Officers in Attendance 

Mr. K. J. Hickey, Chief Executive Officer 
Mr. F. Donohue, Programme Manager, Special Assignments 
Mr. J. Doyle, A/Programme Manager, Community Care 
Mr. S. O'Brien, A/Programme Manager, General Hospital Care 
Mr. M. Walsh, A/Programme Manager, Special Hospital Care 
Prof. B. O'Donnell, Dublin Medical Officer of Health 
Mr. M. Gallagher, Finance Officer 
Mr. G. Brennan, Technical Services Officer 
Ms. M. Kelly, A/Personnel Officer 
Mr. M. O'Connor, Secretary 
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1/1990 
CONDOLENCES 

On the proposal of the Chairman, votes of sympathy were passed 
with the following:-

1. Cllr. Jim Reilly, on the death of his father. 

2. Fred Donohue, Programme Manager, on the death of his brother. 

3. Matt O'Connor, Secretary, on the death of his mother. 

4. Paddy McKeever, Ambulance Driver, St. Columcille's Hospital on the death 
of his daughter. 

5. Mrs. Imelda Hardiman, Cleaner, 1 James's St., on the death of her father. 

6. The family of Mr. Anthony Burke, Ambulance Attendant, James's St., 
Dublin 8. 

7. The family of Ms. Annie Greene, Domestic, Clonskeagh Hospital. 

8. The family of Mrs. Lilian McMenamin, Dental Surgeon, Dental Clinic, 
Blackrock. 

9. The family of Mr. John Dwyer, Attendant, James Connolly Memorial 
Hospital. 

10. The relatives and friends of Cllr. Sean Walsh, Chairman, Dublin County 
Council, who had been a member of the Dublin Health Authority. 

2 / 1 9 9 0 
CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF MONTHLY MEETING HELD ON 
14TH DECEMBER, 1989 

The minutes of the monthly meeting held on 14th December, 1989, having been 
circulated, were confirmed on a proposal by Cllr. Callely, seconded by Dr. Keane. 

(a) Matters arising from the minutes 

Following a discussion on the prospects of a resolution of the current 
difficulties in the arrangements for the overall management of services at 
Cheeverstown House, to which Dr. Masterson, the Chairman, Deputy 
Briscoe, Mr. McGuire, Deputy Flood, Cllr. Hynes and Cllr. Gannon 
contributed, it was agreed unanimously on a proposal by Deputy Flood, 
seconded by Cllr. Gannon, that the Minister for Health should be formally 
contacted and requested to complete the initiatives which he had indicated 
he had undertaken in this regard. 
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3 / 1 9 9 0 
QUESTIONS TO THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

On a proposal by Deputy Callely, seconded by Dr. Hawkins, it was agreed to answers 
the questions which had been lodged. 

 Cllr. L Callely, T.D. 

"Can the Chief Executive Officer please advise what steps have been taken to 
provide 'Care Units' for the elderly in our community further to the report 
before our Board in October 1988?" 

Reply 

Progress on the provision of Community Care Units for the elderly has been 
as follows:-

(i) to date a number of sites have been identified some of which have 
already been acquired where not already owned by our Board. 

(ii) detailed policy proposals were adopted by our Board in April 1989 in 
response to the Minister's request, following the publication of the 
Report 'The Years Ahead" and its acceptance as future Government 
policy for the elderly. The proposals submitted by our Board included 
the provision of 5 community care units for the elderly in the 
medium term. 

(iii) our proposals for community care units are being actively pursued 
further in the context of:-

(a) our Board's decision regarding the application of the proceeds 
of the sale of the Navan Road property to supplement central 
capital funds. 

(b) the indications and request in the letter from the Department 
of Health dated 7th December on the subject of our financial 
allocation for 1990 

(c) the Minister's statement following his meeting with the Chief 
Executive Officers of the health boards earlier this week. 

2. Cllr. Dr. D. Fitzpatrick, T.D.  

"What is the up to date situation on the Worth Library in Dr. Steevens 
Hospital?" 

Reply 

Our Board has formally declared itself an interested party in connection 
with a High Court application on this matter. Informal discussions have 
taken place with the other parties concerned. Our Board's sub-committee 
will be kept advised of any further developments." 
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4 /1990 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER'S REPORT 

The Chief Executive Officer read the following report, which was 
noted by the Board:-
ul. International Carriage of Perishable Foodstuffs Act, 1987 

I have circulated, with the papers for this meeting, copies of letter dated 20th 
December, from the Department of Health enclosing the International 
Carriage of Perishable Foodstuffs Act, 1987, under which the Minister for 
Health has formally consented to our Board being specified as an appointing 
authority for inspectors under the above Act. 

2. Medical Preparations (Amendment) Regulations 1989 

I have circulated, this evening, a copy of a Circular letter dated 8th January, 
1990 enclosing copies of the following Amendment Regulations made on the 
19th December, 1989:-

(a) Medical Preparations (Licensing, Advertisement and 
Sale) (Amendment) Regulations, 1989. 

(b) Medical Preparations (Wholesale Licences) (Amendment) 
Regulations, 1989. 

The implications for us of our Board's role under these Regulations are being 
studied and will be reported to the Community Care Programme Committee. 

3. Exceptional demandsfor services in December 1989 

The Minister for Health met with the Chief Executive Officers of health 
boards on Monday last 8th January to review the situation arising from the 
above. I have circulated this evening for the information of members a copy 
of the statement issued by the Minister following the meeting. 

The situation in our Board's area was dealt with as follows:-

Hospitals 

All hospitals, particularly the six Dublin Accident & Emergency hospitals, 
experienced exceptional demands for emergency admissions from mid-
December onwards into the first week in January. This was at a time when, 
over the Christmas period, hospitals would normally be reducing their 
activity and manning levels. The following table shows the level of A & E 
admissions into the hospitals for each week in December and into the first 
week in January. 

Table 
Week Ending Total Number of A & E Admissions 

03/12/89 788 
10/12/89 875 
17/12/89 1058 
24/12/89 1070 
31/12/89 1137 
07/01/90 973 
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The peak was reached between Christmas Day and New Year's Eve and 
admissions during that week were 44% higher than for week ending 3rd 
December, 1989. 

I am pleased to say that all hospitals responded flexibly and effectively to 
the exceptional demands placed on them. Beds available from the normal 
planned reduction in work over the Christmas period were brought into use 
together with additional beds as necessary. Staff numbers were affected by 
the prevailing illness but other staff either voluntarily cancelled their leave 
or agreed to be re-rostered for extra hours as required. 

I believe a well deserved tribute is due to all concerned. 

Ambulance Service 

Our Board's ambulance service also worked under considerable pressure 
during December and there was total staff co-operation in either cancelling 
leave or revising work schedules at short notice. 

Community Care Services 

An increased demand for nursing and home help services during December 
and over the Christmas holiday period in particular was reported in each of 
our community care areas. 

Our staff were able to cope with these demands and provided cover for 
essential service needs right through the Christmas holiday period. Some 
areas had calls from people living at a distance from Dublin who were 
concerned about their elderly relatives living alone and these were attended 
to and assurances given. 

Our geriatric and psycho-geriatric services have experienced considerable 
pressure and I am satisfied that they are coping to the limit of their capacity. 
The knock on effects of the recent emergency as regards services for the 
elderly need to be addressed and this aspect of the matter which was 
discussed at the meeting between the Minister and the Chief Executive 
Officers on Monday last is covered in the statement issued. 

In relation to our own services I feel that an expression of appreciation to all 
staff involved is also well deserved. 

Monitoring of Situation 

We are continuing to keep the situation under review, both directly as 
regards our own services and in consultation with the Dublin hospitals. 

The Minister has indicated his intention of holding an early meeting with 
the Eastern Health Board and the major Dublin voluntary hospitals to 
discuss the functioning of acute hospital services in the Dublin area. 

National Lottery Proceeds 1989 

I have circulated, with the papers for the meeting, copies of letter dated 20th 
December from the Secretary of the Department of Health regarding 
allocations from the National Lottery Proceeds 1989 for a number of 
projects in our Board's area. 
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I have also circulated, this evening, for the information of members, copies 
of letter dated 5th January, 1990 from the Department of Education 
notifying us of an allocation of £60,835 from the National Lottery for 
projects for disadvantaged youth under the aegis of our Board. 

5. Newspaper Reports on St. Brendan's Hospital 

I wish to refer to a letter which appeared in the Irish Times on 10th January, 
1990 and to a report which appeared in the Irish Independent on 11th 
January, 1990 regarding conditions at St. Brendan's Hospital. In view of the 
seriousness of the allegations in the letter and report I requested Prof. 
O'Donnell, Dublin Medical Officer of Health, to examine and Report on the 
Units referred to. I will now ask Professor O'Donnell to Report to the 
members on his visit to St. Brendan's Hospital." 

Prof. O'Donnell informed the members that he had paid an unexpected visit 
to Units 8A and 3A in St. Brendan's Hospital on 11th January, 1990 and 
that, generally speaking, he had found conditions in both units to be quite 
satisfactory. 

The members joined with the Chairman in expressing their thanks to all the 
staff for their response in the difficult situation which had pertained during 
the last few weeks. 

5 / 1 9 9 0 
PROGRESS REPORTS FROM PROGRAMME COMMITTEES 

1. Special Hospital Care Programme Committee 

On a proposal by Mrs. Clune, seconded by Deputy Callely, it was agreed to 
adopt the report. 

The following matters were dealt with in the report: 

(a) Closure of Lower House, St. Brendan's Hospital 

(b) Progress Report December 1989 - towards the rationalisation of 
services and development of alternative community based structures 

(c) A recommendation regarding the utilisation of the proceeds from the 
sale of properties. 

During a discussion on the proposal regarding the utilisation of the proceeds 
of disposals of property, Cllr. Dillon Byrne indicated that it was not correct 
to say that she was prepared to second the second part of the motion and that 
she aid not wish to be so recorded. It was agreed that the recommendation 
should be referred back to the Special Hospital Committee forJurther 
consideration. 

With regard to the general question of our capital requirements the Chief 
Executive Officer stated that a review of all our capital priorities and related 
funding requirements was under way on which he would be presenting a 
report to the Budget Working Group, initially, in the near future. 

7 11/01/90 



Mr. McGuire stated that he wished to express his regret in relation to the 
manner in which the Lower House at St Brendan's Hospital had been closed. 

Dr. O'Boyte stated that he had been concernedjbr some time regarding 
conditions in the Lower House and that he fully supported its closure. Mrs. 
Clune expressed her agreement with the sentiments expressed by Dr. O'Boyle. 

Following a discussion to which Mrs. Bonar, Deputy Briscoe and Cllr. Glenn 
contributed, the Chief Executive Officer and Mr. Walsh, Programme 
Manager, Special Hospital Care informed the members regarding the 
detailed planning, and implementation of the plans, for the closure of the 
Lower House, regarding which members had been kept up to date on a regular 
basis at meetings of the Special Hospital Care Programme Committee and 
which was generally regarded as a very positive move of patients to superior 
accommodation. 

2. General Hospital Care Programme Committee 

On a proposal by Deputy Callely, seconded by Dr. Keane, it was agreed to 
adopt the report. 

The following matters were dealt with in the report: 

(a) Progress report on the Psychiatric Unit/Boiler House and Ancillary 
Accommodation at Naas General Hospital. 

(b) Report on meeting with Minister for Health on 13th December, 1989 
regarding development of Naas General Hospital. 

(c) Consultant Anaesthetist appointments, M.A.N.C.H./Naas Hospitals. 

(d) Consultant Orthopaedic posts, St. Columcille's Hospital. 

(e) Development of laboratory services for St. Columcille's Hospital. 

(f) E.N.T. services, James Connolly Memorial Hospital. 

(g) Consultant posts, James Connolly Memorial Hospital. 

(h) Transfer of patients to Cuan Aoibheann, St. Mary's Hospital. 

(i) 24 - hour Accident & Emergency service. 

(j) Report on services in St. Columcille's Hospital. 

Dr. O'Herlihy referred to the Committees recommendation that a joint 
meeting of the three Programme Committees should be held to discuss 
services for the elderly in South East Dublin. 

The Chief Executive Officer stated that the recommendation was equivalent 
to requesting a special meeting of the Health Board, two of which had been 
held during the last year to consider services for the elderly. Pfority 
proposals for services for the elderly would also be the subject of a report to 
the special meeting to consider our allocationfor non-capital health 
expenditure for 1990, to be held on 18th January, 1990. 

It was agreed that there was no immediate need to arrange a further Special 
Board meeting on services for the elderly and that this could be reviewed 
again in2or3 months. 
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a Community Care Programme Committee 

On a proposal by Deputy Callely, seconded by Cllr. Dunne, it was agreed to 
adopt the reports of the meeting held in Area no. 5 (Cherry Orchard Hospital] 
on 23rd November, 1989 and the special meeting held in St. Mary's Hospital 
on 4th January, 1990. 

The following matters were dealt with in the reports: 

(a) Realignment of Community Care area boundaries. 

(b) Report on services in Area 5. 

(c) Report on Dental services. 

(d) Sexual abuse of children - a review of cases. 

6 /1990 
NOTICES OF MOTION 

1. The following motion was proposed by Deputy Dr. Fitzpatrick and seconded 
by Cllr. Dunne:-

That aHomemaker Service be set up in Area 6." 

Dr. Fitzpatrick indicated that he would be happy to receive a report on his 
proposal. 

2. The following motion was proposed by Cllr. Dillon Byrne and seconded by 
Cllr. Carroll:-

That the alarm system installed in KiJbegnet's Close, Dalkey, Community 
Care Area No. 1 be connected and made junctional forthwith." 

Cllr. Dillon Byrne stated that she was pleased to hear that the system had 
become operational before Christmas. The Programme Manager, General 
Hospital Care, will write to her giving some further details which she 
requested. 

3. The following motion was proposed by Deputy Durkan, seconded by Cllr. 
Carroll, and agreed;-

That this Board will ensure that all hospital units within its 
administrative area be madefully aware ofthe necessity to pay special 
attention to all patients admitted to hospital suffering from head injuries 
and that no such pattern be discharged prior to 
observation." 

It was agreed that the terms of the resolution would be communicated to each 
of the hospitals in our area and to Comhairle na nOspideal who were 
currently reviewing neurosurgical services. 
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4. The following motion was proposed by Deputy Callely and seconded by Cllr. 
Dunne:-

uThat the Eastern Health Board, as the statutory authority for the delivery of 
health services in its functional area, recommends to the Ministerfor 
Health that funding for all voluntary hospitals in its area should be made 
through the Health Board." 

Following a discussion to which Deputy Callely, Cllr. Dunne, the Chairman, 
Dr. Masterson and Deputy Briscoe contributed, it was agreed to adopt the 
motion and to consider it further in conjunction with the Report of the 
Commission on Health Funding. 

5. The motion in the name of Deputy Roche regarding the diversion of funds 
from the sale of assets and from the disposal of surplus property to the 
building of a new Health Centre at Bray was deferred to the February 
meeting. 

7 /1990 
CORRESPONDENCE 

There were two items of correspondence, as referred to in the Chief Executive 
Officer's Report. 

The meeting concluded at 8.00 p.m. 

Correct K.J. Hickey, 
Chief Executive Officer. 

CHAIRMAN 
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EASTERN HEALTH BOARD 

Minutes of Proceedings of Special Meeting 
held on 

Thursday 18th January, 1990, at 6 p.m. 
In 

The Boardroom, St. Mary's Hospital, Chapelizod, Dublin 20 

Present 

Sen. O. Bennett 
Cllr. B. Briscoe ,T.D. 
Cllr. M. Carroll 
Dr. P. Devitt 
Cllr. P. Dunne 
Cllr. Dr. D. Fitzpatrick ,T.D. 
Cllr. M. Gannon 
Cllr. A Groome 
Dr. R. Hawkins 
Cllr. F. Hynes 
Dr. P. McCarthy 
Cllr. C. Murphy 
Dr. J. O'Boyle 
Cllr. J. Reilly 

Mrs. B. Bonar, 
Cllr. I. Callely T.D. 
Mrs. D. Clune 
Cllr. J. Dillon Byrne 
Ald. A. FitzGerald 
Cllr. C. Flood, T.D. 
Cllr. A. Glenn 
Cllr. W. J. Harvey 
Cllr. P. Hickey 
Dr. D. I. Keane 
Mr. G. McGuire 
Ms. M. Nealon 
Dr. B. O'Herlihy 
Cllr. R. Roche,T.D. 

Apologies 

Dr. R Corcoran, Prof. J.S. Doyle 

In the Chair 

Cllr. A Groome 

Officers in Attendance 

Mr. K.J. Hickey, Chief Executive Officer 
Mr. F. Donohue, Programme Manager, Special Assignments 
Mr. J. Doyle, A/Programme Manager, Community Care 
Mr. S. O'Brien, A/Programme Manager, General Hospital Care 
Mr. M. Walsh, A/Programme Manager, Special Hospital Care 
Prof. B. O'Donnell, Dublin Medical Officer of Health 
Mr. M. Gallagher, Finance Officer 
Mr. G. Brennan, Technical Services Officer 
Ms. M. Kelly, A/Personnel Officer 
Mr. M. O'Connor, Secretary 
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8 / 1 9 9 0 
ALLOCATION FOR NON-CAPITAL HEALTH EXPENDITURE, 1990 

At the request of the Chairman, the Chief Executive Officer introduced the Budget 
Working Group's Report no. F. 1/1990 (Copy filed with official minute). 

Following a discussion to which Cllr. Carroll CUr. Gannon, Dr. Hawkins, Mrs. 
Clune, Cllr. Hynes, Deputy Flood, Deputy Briscoe, Dr. Fitzpatrick, Mr. McGuire, 
Cllr. Murphy, Cllr. Dillon Byrne, Dr. O'Boyle, Dr. Keane, Cllr. Dunne, Cllr. Glenn 
and Deputy Roche contributed and to which the Chief Executive Officer replied, the 
adoption of the report was agreed on a proposal by Mrs. Clune, seconded by Deputy 
Roche. The approved level of net expenditure for 1990 is £215.6m. 

The voting on the proposal was as follows: 

For - Senator O. Bennett, Mrs. B. Bonar, Cllr. B. Briscoe, T.D., Cllr. I. 
Callely, T.D., Mrs. D. Clune, Dr. P. Devitt, Cllr. P. Dunne, Ald. A. 
FitzGerald, Cllr. Dr. D. Fitzpatrick, T.D., Cllr. A. Glenn, Cllr. A. 
Groome, Cllr. W. J. Harvey, Dr. R. Hawkins, Cllr. P. Hickey, Cllr. F. 
Hynes, Dr. D. I. Keane, Cllr. T. Keenan, Cllr. C. Murphy, Dr. J. O'Boyle, 
Dr. B. O'Herlihy, Cllr. R. Roche, T.D. 

Against- Cllr. M. Carroll, Cllr. J. Dillon Byrne, Cllr. M. Gannon, Mr. G. 
McGuire 

9 / 1 9 9 0 
PRIORITY PROPOSALS FOR SERVICES FOR THE ELDERLY 

The following report from the Chief Executive Officer was submitted: -

T h e report and plan for the development of services for the elderly adopted by our 
Board in April 1989 in response to the Minister's request for proposals to implement 
the recommendations in "The Years Ahead", contains a number of development 
proposals which involve both revenue and capital expenditure. These are linked to 
multi-annual programmes with 2-year, 5-year and 10-year time-frames, 
respectively. 

In the letter dated 7th December, 1989 received from the Department of Health in 
relation to our allocation for non-capital health expenditure, 1990, we have been 
asked to provide the Department with details of the 3 top priority proposals in the 
plan already submitted by our Board. 

Having reviewed our plan in relation to current needs and in the context of 
initiating a range of actions which can be achieved in 1990 if the additional funding 
required is made available, the following priority proposals are recommended for 
Board approval. The maximum co-ordination with other services will be sought in 
carrying out these proposals, especially co-ordination with the hospital services 
and the voluntary organisations. 
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1. Community Support Services - £900,000 

Establishment of Care Teams and development of register of elderly at risk. 
It is not envisaged that complete coverage of our Board's area will be 
achieved in 1990 and a further provision will be necessary to complete this 
development in 1991. 

This initiative will include the development of various community support 
services within the framework of an overall team approach involving 
nursing, care assistant, home help and meals on wheels services. 

A number of different schemes will be piloted including the use of part-time 
general nurses and care assistants to give continuity of care in the 
community as required. These schemes will take account of the role of the 
public health nursing service. 

2. Facility Support at Community Level - £900,000 

The rapid commissioning of further facilities, including necessary staffing, 
in 1990 to support continued care of the elderly in the community, under the 
following headings:-

Day Care Facilities including transport services 
Respite/Intermittent care facilities 
Secondary Rehabilitation facilities including 
paramedical staffing 
Boarding Out-Pilot Scheme 

The provision of additional beds for respite /intermittent care will also 
release some beds for extended care. A total of fifty beds not previously 
utilized for the elderly have been identified and could be commissioned 
within a very short time. Private nursing homes will also be utilized to an 
appropriate extent. 

Additional secondary rehabilitation could also be provided within exiting 
facilities on both the South-side and the North-side. 

Further financial provision under this heading will be neessary in 1991 and 
subsequent years to fulfill elements of our Board's plan. 

a Special Services for the Elderly - £ 150,000 

The establishment in 1990 of a special psychiatric service for the elderly in 
the South East Dublin area, with particular reference to Community Care 
Areas 1 and 2. This is an area with a particular priority need. 

The estimated cost of initiating this service in 1990 is £150,000 and a further 
sum of the order of £100,000 would be required in 1991 to complete the 
establishment of this service. 
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Under the heading of special services for the elderly also, the following 
proposals which involve the major Dublin hospitals also require to be 
pursued. 

Appointment of 3rd Consultant Geriatrician for the 
North-City and development of the following facilities:-

(a) Department of the elderly at the Mater Hospital 
(b) Development of Day Hospital facilities at 

Beaumont 

Appointment of a Consultant Geriatrician for the 
M.A.N.C.H. hospitals together with the establishment 
of a Department of the Elderly 

Joint planning and costing of the above developments should proceed 
urgently. 

Capital Developments 

The 3 top priority proposals for 1990 set out above obviously do not include priority 
capital developments which have a longer time-frame. We are at present awaiting 
approval to continue with the completion of the planning of a number of 
community care units for the elderly including the elderly mentally infirm. A total 
of 10 such units has been included in our plan for the next 10 years, and the 
financing of the construction of 5 such units could be achieved over the next 5 years 
if the funds available to our Board from the sale of surplus property were matched 
by an equivalent amount from central capital funds in the second-half of the 
coming 5-year period. It is recommended that a formal proposal along these lines 
should now be made." 

Following a discussion to which Cllr. Carroll Dr. Hawkins, Cllr. Mrs. Glenn, Cllr. 
Dunne, Deputy Callely, Cllr. Murphy, Deputy Roche, Dr. O'Boyle and Deputy Dr. 
Fitzpatrick contributed and to which the Chief Executive Officer replied, it was 
proposed by Dr. Hawkins, seconded by Cllr. Mrs. Glenn, and unanimously agreed to 
adopt the proposals contained in the report 

Members expressed support for a suggestion by Cllr. Dunne that consideration 
should be given to the development of a system for establishing and maintaining 
contact with elderly persons living in the community especially those who are not 
currently seeking servicesjrom our Board. 

The meeting concluded at 8.30 p.m. 

Correct: K.J. Hickey, 
Chief Executive Officer 

CHAIRMAN 
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Report No. F 1/1990 

Re: Allocation for Non-Capital Health Expenditure 1990 

The Budget Working Group has considered in detail a report from 
the Chief Executive Officer in relation to the Department of Health 
letter dated 7th December, 1989 regarding our Board's budget 
allocation for revenue expenditure in 1990. 

1. Our allocation for 1990 amounts to £215.60m calculated as 

follows:-

£M 

Budget allocation for 1989 197.480 
Approved increases Pay & Non-Pay 1989 7.865 
Revised allocation 1989 205.345 
Approved increases - Pay and Non-Pay 1990 12.193 

217.538 
Less efficiency measures required to take 
account of Government decisions (1.938) 
Budget Allocation 1990 £ 215.600 

2. Our Board succeeded in maintaining existing service levels in 
1989 and in meeting rising service demands in a number of 
areas with varying degrees of success e.g. ambulance  services, 
dental services, nursing home subventions and  costs arising 
from the development of community based psychiatric and 
psycho-geriatric services. As a result our costs in 1989 ran 
£2.767M over projected budget levels and it was possible  to 
finance on a once-off basis £1.767m of these additional  costs. 
Discussions are continuing with the Department of Health , 
regarding the balance of £ l m , almost all of which represents 
the residual cost of meeting expenditure on refund  of drugs 
and on certain approved pay awards for which reimbursement 
is still being sought. 

In summary, our Board during 1989 maintained services and 
met the cost of some increased service demands and at the 
year end was within an acceptable tolerance of 0.5% in 
meeting our overall financial target. 
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The expanded levels of service represented by the additional 
expenditure of £1.767M in 1989 will require to be maintained 
in 1990 in order to avoid any service reductions. Another 
programme of special funding measures will be necessary to 
achieve this. Details of the programme of cost reduction and 
income generation measures in this regard which were 
considered and recommended by the Budget Working Group 
are set out in Appendix A. 

3. Budget 1990 

Over and above the costs of meeting our Board's expanded 
service base as detailed above, we must also take account of 
the Government decisions set out in paragraph 3 of the letter 
dated 7th December, 1989 from the Department of Health, viz 

(i) Approved expenditure levels must in no circumstances 
be exceeded 

(ii) Expenditure on travelling and subsistence is to be 
minimised 

(iii) Additional efficiency measures are to be implemented 
including greater use of contract services 

(iv) Borrowing to increase expenditure will not be 
approved. 

Our Board has also been requested to take the necessary 
steps to ensure that income collection is maximised. 

Financial provision amounting to £1.938 M has to be made in 
1990 to take account of the requirements of Government 
decisions on the need for greater efficiency and income 
collection, and contracting of services. Details of a 
programme of measures considered and recommended by 
the Budget Working Group are set out in Appendix 'B'. 

The detailed draft budget for 1990 recommended for 
adoption is set out in Appendix 'C\ This draft budget takes 
account of the following: 

Approved pay increases in line with the 1987 
Agreement on pay in the Public Service and other 
deferred pay increases, payable in 1990, awarded under 
earlier pay agreements. 

Increase of 3.5% in the rate of capitation payments for 
certain homes with effect from 1st July, 1990. 

Inflation for 1990. 

Full year cost of improvements in acute hospital 
services in 1989. 
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Commencing the development of psychiatric services 
in Kildare (£300,000). 

Budgetary Strategy 1990 

As already mentioned during 1989 significant additional demands 
for services were experienced which necessitated securing 
additional funds from both the Department of Health and from our 
own measures to fund the expanded service base. For 1990 our 
Board will not be in a position to respond to any further increases 
in demand for services without additional funding, but we intend to 
provide at least the same level of services which we had in 1989. 
The general approach to meeting budget targets has been, and will 
continue to be, based on rationalising the organisation of our 
services and streamlining our overheads and on avoiding any 
diminution in the availability of services to the public, particularly 
community care services, including community nursing services, 
home help services, meals on wheels, services for the elderly, 
mentally handicapped and disadvantaged children. The 
Department of Health have requested details of the three top 
priority proposals for the development of services for the elderly in 
our Board's area incorporated in the plan already submitted by us in 
response to 'The Years Ahead". This will be the subject of a 
separate report from the Chief Executive Officer. A multi-annual 
plan in respect of services for the mentally handicapped has already 
been submitted to the Department which identifies the gaps in 
existing services. The letter of allocation also indicates the 
Minister's intention to develop an improved dental service for 
adults with full eligibility to commence in 1990 together with the 
continuation in the improvement of orthodontic services. The 
Department will be in touch with our Board in the near future to 
discuss appropriate plans in these areas. 

The momentum of our programme of rationalisation has been such 
that we have been able to build up a community based infrastructure 
for our services whilst at the same time facing significant financial 
constraints. Inevitably in the interim during the period when such 
devolved services are being developed our Board must meet both 
the costs of institutional services and the replacement community 
based services until such time as institutions are fully vacated and 
closed. During 1989 our Board closed the Lower House in St. 
Brendan's Hospital and this significant event demonstrates the 
effectiveness of this policy although in the short term costs did 
initially increase. For 1990 and later years this programme 
of replacement of insitutional services is planned to continue. 
Capital funding requirements to meet necessary infrastructural 
developments will have to be supplemented from within our own 
resources. Revenue resource requirements will have to be secured 
from both savings in our institutional overheads and from a 
continuation of our policy of rationalising and reducing our overall 
costs. 
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Personnel Policy 

Strict control is again to be exercised by health agencies on staffing 
numbers. Personnel policy in 1990 as notified by the Department 
of Health will be an integral part of overall financial management. 
Greater autonomy is being delegated to individual agencies in 
respect of numbers and type of staff. We have been given an 
approved establishment of permanent and temporary staff. 
Permanent and temporary appointments can be made within the 
number approved by the Department without the 1989 procedure 
of getting permanent posts approved on a monthly basis. However, 
such appointments can only be made if we keep within our financial 
allocation for 1990. Posts over and above the approved number 
will require Department of Health approval. 

Section 31 of Health Act 1970 

The imposition of this statutory provision is to continue with full 
effect. This imposes a specific limit on the level of direct 
expenditure that can be incurred by our Board and linked to this 
restriction there will also be a requirement that our cash 
management arrangements and borrowing must remain in line with 
our approved expenditure level of £215.6M for 1990. 

Conclusion 

As outlined in this report, our aim must be to maintain our current 
level of services as at the end of 1989 and to expand certain 
services i.e. services for the elderly, the mentally handicapped and 
the dental services, to the extent to which additional resources are 
made available to us . There will be a need for continuing restraint 
and tight management of our resources in all areas. Considerable 
flexibility and commitment has already been displayed by our staff 
at all levels in maintaining both the level and quality of our services 
and in using available resources to best effect. This co-operation is 
very much appreciated and its continuation is essential to the 
success of the budget measures set out in Appendices A & B. These 
measures are recommended for adoption as our Boards budget plan 
for 1990 together with the detailed service budgets set out in 
Appendix C. 

Yours sincerely, 

A. Groome, 

Chairman. 
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EASTERN HEALTH BOARD 

Minutes of Proceedings of Monthly Meeting 
held on 

Thursday 1st February, 1990 at 6 p.m. 
in 

The Boardroom, St. Mary's Hospital, Chapelizod, Dublin 20. 

Present 

Sen. O. Bennett 
Cllr. B. Briscoe T.D. 
Cllr. M. Carroll 
Mrs. D. Clune 
Cllr. J. Dillon Byrne 
Cllr. P. Dunne 
Cllr. Dr. D. Fitzpatrick, T.D. 
Cllr. M. Gannon 
Cllr. A. Groome 
Dr. R. Hawkins 
Cllr. F. Hynes 
Cllr. T. Keenan 
Prof. J. McCormick 
Dr. J. Masterson 
Ms. M. Nealon 
Dr. B. O'Herlihy 

Mrs. B. Bonar 
Cllr. I. Callely, T.D. 
Dr. R. Corcoran 
Dr. P. Devitt 
Prof. J .S. Doyle 
Cllr. B. J. Durkan, T.D. 
Cllr. C. Flood, T.D. 
Cllr. A. Glenn 
Cllr. W. J. Harvey 
Cllr. P. Hickey 
Dr. D.I. Keane 
Dr. P. McCarthy 
Mr. G. McGuire 
Cllr. C. Murphy 
Dr. J. O'Boyle 
Cllr. R Roche, T.D. 

In the Chair 

Cllr. A. Groome 

Officers in Attendance 

Mr. K.J. Hickey, Chief Executive Officer 
Mr. F.J. Donohue, Programme Manager, Special Assignments 
Mr. J. Doyle, A/Programme Manager, Community Care 
Mr. M. Gallagher, A/Programme Manager, General Hospital Care 
Mr. M. Walsh, A/Programme Manager, Special Hospital Care 
Prof. B. O'Donnell, Dublin Medical Officer of Health 
Mr. G. Brennan, Technical Services Officer 
Mr. N. McNee, Management Services Officer 
Ms. M. Kelly, A/Personnel Officer 
Mr. M. O'Connor, Secretary 
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1 0 / 1 9 9 0 
CONDOLENCES 

On the proposal of the Chairman, votes of sympathy were passed with the 
following:-

1. Eddie Dunphy, Area Administrator, Newcastle Hospital, on the death of his 
father. 

2. Declan Finlay, Area Administrator, St. Ita's Hospital, on the death of his 
father. 

3. Frances Khouri, A/Ward Sister, St. Mary's Hospital on the death of her 
mother. 

4. Art McCaffrey, Internal Audit Section on the death of his mother. 

5. Dermot Phelan, General Hospital Care Programme, on the death of his 
father. 

6. The family of Paddy Fogarty, Porter, St. Ita's Hospital, Portrane. 

1 1 / 1 9 9 0 

CHAIRMAN'S BUSINESS 

The Chairman read the following report, which was noted by the Board:-

1. Meath Hospital Board 
The term of office of the eleven members of the Meath Hospital Board elected 
by our Board expires on 5th April, 1990. 

The election of eleven persons to serve on the Board of the Meath Hospital 
Board for the next 3-year term will be on the agenda for the March meeting of 
our Board. 

2. Meeting of General Hospital Care Programme Committee 

With the members' agreement it is proposed that the meeting of the General 
Hospital Care Programme Committee arranged for 15th February, 1990 in 
St. Colman's Hospital, Rathdrum will be held on 23rd February, 1990 at 11 
a.m." 

1 2 / 1 9 9 0 
CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF MONTHLY MEETING HELD ON 
11TH JANUARY, 1 9 9 0 AND OF SPECIAL MEETING HELD ON 18TH 
JANUARY 1 9 9 0 

The minutes of the monthly meeting held on l l t h January, 1990 and of the special 
meeting held on 18th January, 1990, having been circulated, were confirmed on a 
proposal by Deputy Callely, seconded by Cllr. Gannon subject to the substitution of 
"note" for "adopt" in relation to motion no. 4 on page 9, regarding funding of 
voluntary hospitals. 
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In response to an enquiry from Deputy Callely, Mr. Doyle, A/Programme Manager, 
Community Care Service, undertook to have a service review report on the 
childrens' sexual abuse clinics at Temple Street and Our Lady's Hospitals prepared 
for a future meeting of the Community Care Programme Committee. 

Mrs. Bonar requested that members be furnished with details of the membership of 
the Board's various committees and of our Board's representation on outside 
Boards. 

13/1990 
QUESTIONS TO THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

On a proposal by Deputy Callely, seconded by Mrs. Bonar, it was agreed to answer 
the questions which had been lodged:-

Cllr. J. Dillon Byrne 

1. .  (a) Could the Chief Executive Officer tell the Board what numbers of 
women used the Regina Coeli Hostel in 
November 1989 and December 1989. 

(b) What is the average length of stay at the Regina Coeli Hostel for the 
clients." 

2. "What input have the Eastern Health Board with regard to the day to day 
running of the Regina Coeli Hostel." 

3. "Does the Eastern Health Board have any person (officer or member(s)) on 
the (a) Management Board or (b) Board of Directors of the Regina Coeli 
Hostel ?". 

Reply 

1. The following information has been supplied by the 
Legion of Mary:-

November 1989 December 1989 

Single Adults 79 71 
Mothers 14 19 
Children 33 51 
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A wide category of needs is catered for by the Regina Coeli Hostel and 
it has been difficult to obtain at short notice the average length of 
stay for residents, a small number whom have resided there for 20 
years or more, a large number for over 10 years and some for less 
than a 1 week. 

2. The day to day running of the Regina Coeli Hostel has, since the early 
years of the State, been the responsibility of the Legion of Mary. A 
Steering Committee was set up by agreement in 1985 representative 
of the Legion of Mary and our Board to monitor and review the 
services from time to time. Regular meetings are held, at least 
quarterly at which the staff of our Board and representatives of the 
Legion of Mary discuss matters of mutual concern relating to the 
running of the hostel. 

3. The hostel is managed by the Regina Coeli Praesidium of the Legion 
of Mary. Our Board does not have any direct representation on the 
Praesidium, membership of which is, of course, confined to members 
of the Legion of Mary. 

Cllr. I. Callely, T.D. 

"Can the Chief Executive Officer advise in connection with the 328 mentally 
handicapped persons awaiting placement within our services, are they all 
availing of primary/secondary education and, in particular, do they all meet 
with Department of Education statutory requirements?" 

Reply 

The following is the breakdown of the 328 people with mental handicap 
awaiting residential placement: 

Adults 241 
Adolescents 54 
Children 33 

Many of the adults and adolescents, because of their degree of handicap, have 
been attending day care services. Those who have attended special schools 
would have finished school at 18 years of age. All of the 54 adolescents and 
33 children eligible for special schools/classes are availing of them or are 
wait-listed to attend such facilities. 

Twenty three children over the age of 5 years are wait-listed for day care 
services. 

The Mental Handicap Central Planning Committee, chaired by the 
A/Programme Manager, Special Hospital Care, will continue to maintain 
liaisonz with the Department of Education with a view to formulating co
ordinated policies for the delivery of Health & Educational services to people 
with a mental handicap." 
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CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER'S REPORT 

The Chief Executive Officer read the following report which was noted by the Board:-

"I. European Social Fund Assistance 1990 

I have circulated, for the information of members, copy of a letter dated 23rd 
January , 1990 received from the National Rehabilitation Board giving 
details of the amount of European Social Fund Assistance which has been 
provisionally assigned to our Board in respect of the training of 300 persons 
in 1990. I have notified the National Rehabilitation Board of our acceptance 
of the terms of the agreement set out in the letter. Details of our training 
plan will be brought before the Special Hospital Care Committee in due 
course. 

2. Special Housing Aid for the Elderly 

We have been notified that our initial allocation under this scheme for 1990 
is £253,000. This is the same as our initial allocation in 1989. 

In Dublin some 1,500 applications have been received from which it is hoped 
to deal with some 300 priority cases in 1990. 

The number of applications on the list in Kildare is 250 of which 60 cases are 
in need of immediate attention in 1990. 

In Co. Wicklow some 150 cases are on hand of which 50 are regarded as 
priority for attention in 1990. 

Arrangements are being made to put the necessary work in hand through the 
use of the FAS Scheme and by availing of local contractors. The most cost 
effective approach will be taken. The number of cases dealt with will depend 
on the average cost per job. 

3. Baggot Street Community Hospital 

I have circulated, for the information of members, a report on the activities 
at Baggot Street Community Hosptial for the period ending 31st December, 
1989. (Copy filed with official minute) 

Discussions with representatives of the Board of the Royal City of Dublin 
Hospital regarding our Board's continued involvement in the provision of 
services at Baggot Street Hospital after 30th June, 1990 are continuing and I 
hope that final agreement will be possible in the near future." 

Following a discussion on the role of the National Rehabilitation Board in relation 
to the allocation of European Social Funds to which Dr. McCarthy, Cllr. Hynes, Dr. 
O'Boyle and the Chairman contributed, and to which the Chief Executive Officer 
replied, it was agreed to convey to the Department of Health the views expressed 
regarding lack of representation from our Board on the National Rehabilitation 
Board. 



10/02/1990 19 

1 5 / 1 9 9 0 
THE TRAVELLERS HEALTH STATUS STUDY 

The following report no. 1/1990 from the Chief Executive Officer was submitted: -

" 1 . The above report was recently issued by the Health Research Board. The 
principal author is Dr. Joseph Barry who is a member of our Board's staff. 

A national Census of Travelling People in 1986 gave the following results:-

Housed - 8,456 
Unhoused - 7.432 

15,888 

A high proportion, 6517 (77%) of the housed and 6158 (83%) of the unhoused, 
travellers in the 1986 Census were under the age of 30. 

2. The basis of this study report is an analysis of births and deaths of travellers 
for 1987 which were recorded and verified throughout the country by 
Community Care Study Teams in each Health Board community care area. 
The rates and ratios presented in the report reveal that there are very 
significant differences in health s tatus between travellers and the settled 
population. 
Specifically the analysis in the report demonstrates that the traveller 
population compares with the national population in the following 
respects:-

(i) the age structure of the traveller population shows a steep reduction 
in the proportions surviving beyond early middle age compared with 
the national population. It is stated, in reference to the age pyramid 
for travellers shown at Figure 5 of the report, that it is similar to that 
of a developing country. 

(ii) for travellers the crude birth rate in 1987 was just over double that of 
the national population. The study shows that the rate for unhoused 
travellers is significantly higher again. 

(iii) the infant and peri-natal mortality rates for travellers in 1987 were 
shown to be very significantly higher than the comparable rates for 
the national population and are demonstrated in Figure 2 of the 
report to be as high in 1987 as they were for the national population 
approximately 20 years ago. 

(iv) standardised mortality ratios for travellers for various causes of 
death in 1987 are given in Table 4 of the report and show that male 
travellers have over twice the risk of dying in a given year than 
settled males whereas for female travellers the risk is increased more 
than threefold. 
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The report also indicates that accidental death is much more likely 
to incur in unhoused travellers of both sexes. 

(v) the report shows in Table 7 that life expectancy at various ages for 
travellers is significantly less than that for the Irish population as a 
whole and Figures 3 & 4 demonstrate that travellers are only now 
reaching the life expectancy that settled Irish people achieved in the 
1940's. 

The number of traveller births in 1987 exceeded deaths by 470 which 
represents a natural increase in the traveller population of almost 3% in 
that year. 

The findings of the study and the inequalities it reveals in the health status 
of the traveller population compared to that of the national population, give 
cause for serious consideration as to how effective action can be taken to 
bring about a real and measurable improvement in the situation revealed by 
the report. Unless such action is taken the problem is likely to affect larger 
numbers of travellers, because despite the relatively high mortality rates 
and low life expectancy for travellers revealed in the report, it also shows 
evidence of a natural increase in the traveller population as a whole. 

The Appendix attached to this report gives details of particular initiatives 
already taken by the Eastern Health Board in relation to the traveller 
population, particularly in relation to the promotion of health and the 
prevention of ill-health. It is open to our Board to expand such initiatives 
and to further develop our policy of positive discrimination and special 
attention to the health needs of the travellers, and I am sure that members 
will fully support the maximum further development of all such initiatives, 
with particular reference to the Mobile Clinic service. 

However, there is clearly a need to look beyond the scope of any efforts which 
our Board may decide itself to make if any meaningful progress is to be 
made. Many factors are involved, which are environmental, educational 
and social in nature - the wider dimensions of health. Commitment to a 
plan of action at both national and local level is required on the part of 
various public authorities supported by the voluntary bodies and other 
influential groups in society such as the churches, residents' groups and 
indeed the trade unions and the employers. The travellers themselves 
should also of course be fully involved. It is clear that one of the 
fundamental requirements for the improvement of the health s ta tus of 
traveller families is the provision of an adequate s t anda rd of 
accommodation with all of the basic amenities such as water supply and 
sanitation which the rest of the population largely takes for granted. 

A co-ordinated approach and plan of action aimed at bringing about 
measurable improvements in the indices relating to the health status of the 
traveller population as detailed in the Health Research Board report would 
obviously require broad commitment at both national and local levels. 
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At national level there is a Cabinet Sub-Committee on Health Promotion 
chaired by the Minister for Health which also includes the Ministers for 
Environment, Education, Energy, Agriculture and Labour. The National 
Committee on Implementation of Government Policy on Travelling People, 
the National Council for Travelling People, the Advisory Council on Health 
Promotion and the Health Promotion Unit of the Department of Health 
would obviously all have an input to make or a role to play in the 
implementation of such a plan. 

At Eastern Health Board level the W.H.O. Healthy Cities Project which was 
established some months ago by agreement between our Board and the 
Dublin Local Authorities would be an ideal framework within which to 
generate a health promotion plan aimed at travellers which could dovetail 
with any national plan. Apart from the Health Board and the Local 
Authorities such a plan would require input and commitment from the 
wider local community including such influential groups as those 
mentioned in 3.3 above and of course the travellers themselves through their 
representatives and the voluntary bodies dealing with travellers. The 
Steering Committee of the Healthy Cities Project which consists of the 
Chairman and Vice-Chairman of our Board and each of the participating 
Local Authorities could be asked to consider this matter in the first instance 
with a view to initiating an appropriate plan of action. 

Our Board could also raise the matter with the Minister for Health and point 
to the need for a national plan to address this problem." 

Following a discussion to which Deputy Callely, Cllr. Dunne, Prof McCormick, 
Deputy Flood, Deputy Durkan, Mrs. Clune, Dr. O'Herlihy, Cllr. Dillon Byrne, Cllr. 
Hynes, Cllr. Glenn, Dr. Corcoran, Mrs. Bonar, Deputy Roche and the Chairman 
contributed it was agreed to note the report and to refer it to the Community Care 
Programme Committee, and to the Healthy Cities Project It was also agreed to send 
a copy of the Report to the Department of Health in the context of the need for a 
national plan to address the various problems highlighted in the report 

The members complimented Dr. Barry and his co-authors on their report which, it 
was agreed, would serve as a useful base from which to plan a course of effective 
action to achieve an improvement in the situation as outlined in the Report. 

1 6 / 1 9 9 0 
PROGRESS REPORTS FROM PROGRAMME COMMITTEES 

1. Special Hospital Care Programme Committee 

On a proposal by Cllr. Dunne, seconded by Deputy Callely, it was agreed to 
adopt the report. 

The following matters were dealt with in the report:-

(a) Proposal regarding proceeds from sale of property 

(b) Report on Child and Family Services, Mater Hospital 
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2. General Hospital Care Programme Committee 

On a proposal by Cllr. Dunne, seconded by Deputy Callely, it was agreed to 
adopt the report. 

The following matters were dealt with in the report:-

(a) Psychiatric Unit/Boiler House and ancillary accommodation at 
Naas General Hospital. 

(b) Consultant Anaestethist Appointment, MAN.C.H. / Naas Hospitals. 

(c) Feasibility of introducing a General Practitioner access scheme at 
St. Vincent's Hospital, Athy. 

(d) Sheltered Housing Complex at St. Vincent's Hospital, Athy. 

(e) G.P. Access Scheme, Baltinglass District Hospital. 

(f) Pathology Service, anaesthetic cover and the appointment of two 
Orthopaedic Surgeons at St. Comuncille's Hospital. 

(g) Consu l t an t pos t s at J a m e s Connolly Memorial Hospital , 
Blanchardstown. 

(h) Intake of additional patients to Cuan Aoibheann, St, Mary's 
Hospital, Chapelizod. 

(i) Dedicated A.I.D.S. Unit at Cherry Orchard Hospital. 

(j) Progress Report on 24-Hour Accident and Emergency Service. 

(k) Report on services in St. Clare's Home. 

3. Community Care Programme Committee 

On a proposal by Cllr. Dunne, seconded by Dr. O'Herlihy, it was agreed to 
adopt the report. 

The following matters were dealt with in the report:-

(a) Rape Crisis Centre Review Report 

(b) Report "Forgotten Children". 

(c) General Practitioner Services, Carnew, Co. Wicklow and 
Palmerstown, Dublin 20. 

(d) Report on services in Community Care Area 6. 

17 /1990 
NOTICES OF MOTION 

1. The following motion was proposed by Deputy Roche and seconded by Cllr. 
Callely:-
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T h a t the Eastern Health Board divert funds from the sale of assets and from 
the disposal of surplus property to the building of a new Health Centre at 
Bray." 

Following a discussion to which Deputy Roche, Cllr. Dillon Byrnet Cllr. 
Hynes and the Chairman contributed, the Chief Executive Officer informed 
the members that our Board's capital priority list was currently being 
reviewed and updated for presentation to an early meeting of the Budget 
Working Group prior to its submission to the Health Board for approval. 
Having regard to the urgent needs of the service in the Bray area he was 
confident that a Health Centre for Bray would be very high on the capital 
priority list 

2. It was agreed that the motion in the name of Deputy Durkan regarding 
residential day care and community care facilities for the handicapped 
should be deferred to the March meeting ofourBoard. 

3. The following motion was proposed by Cllr. Dillon Byrne and seconded by 
Mr. McGuire:-

T h a t this Board agree to a full investigation of the s tandards of 
management and operation of the Regina Coeli Hostel, discuss our aiding of 
this hostel and its effectiveness for the homeless." 

Following a discussion to which Cllr. Dillon Byrne, Cllr. Glenn, Mr. 
McGuire, Deputy Roche, Mrs. Clune and the Chairman contributed and to 
which the Chief Executive Officer and Mr. Doyle, A/Programme Manager, 
Community Care Service replied, the motion was defeated on a show of 
hands. 

The Chief Executive Officer said that he would circulate a copy of the Medical 
Officer's report on the hostel to each member of the Board. This was agreed. 

4. The following motion was proposed by Deputy Durkan, seconded by Mrs. 
Bonar, and agreed:-

*That the Eastern Health Board would determine the number of cases 
seeking attention under the Home Improvement Scheme for the elderly in 
Co. Kildare at present and the expected schedule for the carrying out of these 
works." 

Deputy Durkan indicated that he would be glad to receive a report setting out 
the information requested. 

The meeting concluded at 8.45 p.m. 

Correct: K.J. Hickey, 
Chief Executive Officer. 

 
CHAIRMAN 



Report on Activities at Baggot Street Community Hospital 
To End of December 1989 

This report, prepared for the Steering Committee, details activities 
at Baggot Street Community Hospital during 1989. At the end of 
December 1988, the first year of activity of the hospital as a 
community hospital, the new services which had been developed 
included continuing care high-dependancy nursing beds (35), 
respite care beds (15), an allergy clinic and a dental clinic. As well 
as these several health board clinics (child health, continence 
advisory, psychiatric clinic and registration of births and deaths) 
were relocated at Baggot Street. 

During 1989 several new services have been initiated at the 
hospital, AIDS Resource Centre, out-patient physiotherapy, 
psychology, alcohol treatment unit, GP access beds, phlebotomy 
and radiography for GP's. These services are newly established 
rather than relocations. The present report will give an update on 
services established in 1988 and an account of the services 
established during the past year. 

1. Continuing Care High-Dependancy Nursing Beds 

There are currently 37 beds allocated to this purpose. Since 
the service commenced 94 patients have occupied these 
beds. There is inevitably a slow turnover as Baggot Street 
now represents home to these residents. The most common 
reason for admission to these beds is stroke, followed by 
dementia. 

2. Short Stay Beds/GP Access Beds 

There have been 360 admissions to these beds during 1989. 
These include respite care admissions, generally for 2 weeks 
to give carers a break and direct GP admissions (began in 
March 1989) whereby local general practitioners can admit 
patients to the hospital under their own care. The most 
common cause of GP access admissions is pneumonia. 

3. Day Care Unit 

The day care unit has 16 places. Attenders attend for 
rehabilitation therapy for two days a week for between 6 
weeks and 3 months. Since the day care unit commenced in 
May 1988, 263 persons have entered the rehabilitation 
programme. Of these 194 entered the programme in 1989. 
Over 80% of day care unit attenders are from Community 
Care Area 2. The majority are referred by public health 
nurses, followed by GP's and community physiotherapists and 
occupational therapists. Arthritis and stroke are the most 
common reasons for admission. 



AIDS Resource Centre 

This unit commenced in May 1989. It is multidisciplinary in 
approach, with medical, nursing, counselling, psychological 
and outreach workers. The unit acts as a resource for all 
issues relating to HIV infection with a library, telephone 
counselling helpline and blood testing for HIV. Needle 
exchange, aimed at reducing the transmission of HIV among 
the drug users and ultimately national population commenced 
in May. To date 289 drug users have attended for counselling 
and needle exchange. Needle exchange takes place on 2 
afternoons a week and at an average session 75% of attenders 
are return visits and 25% are new attenders. Counselling 
sessions for non drug users also take place for 2 sessions each 
week. Since this began in May, 197 people have attended. 
Approximately 50% of attenders at any session are new 
attenders. Users of the AIDS resource centre are from all 
parts of Dublin as no similar service is available elsewhere. 
The AIDS Trust services will be based in Baggot Street from 
January 1990. 

South Dublin Psychology Service 

This service is under the management of the Special Hospital 
Care Programme of the Eastern Health Board. It commenced 
at Baggot Street in October 1988. During 1989 there were 
144 referrals to the unit, which is staffed by a clinical 
psychologist and 2 psychologists in training. The principal 
source of referrals is the South-East Psychiatric Team (45%) 
followed by self-referrals (20%), the ISPCC and GFs (10% 
each) and the local community care team (5%). The 
problems referred are principally anxiety, depression, victims 
of sexual abuse, marital difficulties, eating disorders and 
bereaved persons. 

As well as the above individually based services the psychology 
service also organises group therapy for those addicted to 
minor tranquillisers, anxiety management groups at St. 
Andrew's Resource Centre and with attenders at the day care 
unit in Baggot Street. 

Alcohol Treatment Unit 

The alcohol treatment unit commenced in September 1989. 
This unit is also under the management of the Special 
Hospital Care Programme of the Eastern Health Board. The 
aim of the service is to provide a comprehensive community-
based out-patient programme for those who are alcohol 
dependant and their families. The programme runs over a 6 
week period and elements of it include supervised 
detoxification, group therapy, concerned persons' group, 
after care programme and a young drinkers group. 



Since the service commenced 26 people have completed the 
6 week programme. A further 13 are currently attending for 
one to one counselling. A total of 78 people have been 
interviewed with a view to entering the programme and there 
have been a further 100 enquiries. 

7. Community Physiotherapy for South-East Dublin 

Community physiotherapy for South-East Dublin is co
ordinated from Baggot Street. The team consists of a 
Superintendent Physiotherapist, 3 Senior Physiotherapists 
(one for each community care area) and one basic grade 
physiotherapist. As well as home-based community 
physiotherapy there is an outpatient physiotherapy service 
based at the hospital. Since 1989 there have been 176 
attenders at this service. The most commonly referred 
conditions are soft tissue injuries. 

The foregoing describes the range of community based services 
which have been initiated over the past 12 months at Baggot Street 
Hospital. Other services at the hospital are: 

Allergy Clinic 
Stoma Care Clinic 
Child Health Clinic 
Family Development Programme 
Continence Advisory Clinic 
Psychiatric Clinics (Adult and Child) 
Dental Clinic 
Registration of Births Marriages and Deaths 
Phlebotomy 
Radiography 
Speech Therapy 

Joseph Barry Marianne Byrne January 1990 
Medical Administrator Matron 
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18/1990 
CONDOLENCES 

On the proposal of the Chairman, votes of sympathy were passed with the 
following:-

1. The wife and family of Mr. Noel McNee, Management Services Officer. 

2. The wife and family of Eugene O'Keeffe, former Chief Executive Officer. 

3. Ruth Ennis, Nutritional Adviser to the Elderly, on the death of her father. 

4. Seamus Shields, Co-ordinator of Services for the Elderly, on the death of his 
mother. 

5. Roseanne Hardiman, Attendant, Bru Chaoimhin, on the death of her 
daughter. 

6. Joe Kavanagh, Caretaker, Community Care Office, Wicklow on the death of 
his mother. 

7. Ms. Sandra Hanan, Commuity Welfare Officer, Wicklow on the death of her 
mother. 

8. Ms. Ann Leonard, Public Health Nurse, Arklow, on the death of her mother. 

9. John Sweeney, Porter, 1 James's Street, on the death of his brother. 

10. Mary Lynch, Children's Section, Park House, on the death of her mother. 

11. The family of Mr. James Madden, Mapas Road, Dalkey. 

19/1990 
CHAIRMAN'S BUSINESS 

The Chairman read the following report which was noted by the Board:-

" 1. I am sure members will join with me in expressing our best wishes for a speedy 
recovery to Dr. J im O'Boyle who is unable to attend this evening's meeting due 
to illness. 

2. Meeting of Budget Working Group 

A meeting of the Budget Working Group will be held on Wednesday 7th March, 
1990 at 11 a.m. to complete our Board's response to the Report of the 
Commission on Health Funding and to consider our Board's capital priorities. 
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Special Meeting of Board 

It is proposed to hold a special meeting of our Board on Thursday 15th March, 
1990 at 6 p.m. to consider the Report of the Budget Working Group following 
their meeting to consider the Report of the Commission on Health Funding and 
our capital priorities. 

Meetings of Community Care Programme Committee 

A special meeting of the Community Care Programme Committee will be held in 
the Boardroom, St. Mary's Hospital on Monday 5th March, 1990 at 11.00 a.m. to 
consider the Report "Forgotten Children". 

The meeting of the Committee scheduled for Friday 9th March ha s been 
postponed to a date to be arranged. 

Meeting of General Hospital Care Programme Committee 

With the agreement of the members it is proposed that the General Hospital Care 
Programme Committee, to be held in St. Brigid's Home, Crooksling, will be held 
on 30th March instead of on the 15th March." 

20/1990 
CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF MONTHLY MEETING HELD ON 1ST FEBRUARY, 
1990 

The minutes of the monthly minutes held on 1st February, 1990, having been 
circulated, were confirmed on a proposal by Deputy Callely, seconded by Cllr. Hickey. 

21/1990 
QUESTIONS TO THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

On a proposal by Dr. Hawkins, seconded by Cllr. Reilly, it was agreed to answer the 
questions which had been lodged. 

"I. Dr. R. Hawkins 

"Could the Chief Executive Officer outline numerically the age/sex register 
as per the total G.M.S. patients in the Eastern Health Board computer files. 
Also could he sub-divide them into Dublin, Kildare and Wicklow for the 
years ending 31st December, 1987, 1988 and 1989." 

Reply 

The information requested is set out on the attached table. 
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Cllr. L Callely, T.D. 

"Can the Chief Executive Officer please advise of the total number of 
Chiropodists who operate the Chiropody service for the Eastern Health 
Board, for G.M.S. and all eligible patients. Approximately how many 
patients are on each Chiropodist's panel? Do they operate within a given 
radius? Is there a retiring age? What conditions are attached to the contract 
and what is the total cost to operate this scheme?" 

Reply 

The position in relation to the Community Chiropody Service is as follows: 

Number of Chiropodists on Panel: 35 

Average number of patients on Panel: 360 approx. 

Terms of engagement: A Chiropodist who is on a list approved by the 
Department of Health qualifies to work in the 
health services. 

Private Chiropodists are engaged for a fee to provide services to eligible 
patients who chose to attend at their surgeries or, in exceptional cases, to 
attend patients in their own homes. 

There are no contracts in the case of private Chiropodists regulating such 
matters as area of operation or retirement age. 

Cost of Scheme 1989: £297,000 

Cllr. I. Callely, T.D. 

"Can the Chief Executive Officer advise approximately what proportion of 
our population is affected by Leukaemia, Cancer and Cancer related 
illnesses? What are the costs to provide services in these areas and is there 
any noticable increase in newly diagnosed cases in recent years, particularly 
in young children?" 

Reply 

Pending the introduction of a National Cancer Registry it is not possible to 
state what proportion of the population has got Leukaemia, Cancer or 
Cancer related conditions at any time. Neither is it possible to state what 
proportion of expenditure on health services is incurred in treating persons 
suffering from these conditions. Since this group of conditions is the overall 
second commonest cause of death [7,126 deaths in 1988] it is clear that 
expenditure on treating them represents a significant proportion of total 
health spending. 



01/03/1990 29 

In 1984 a Committee appointed by the Minister for Health investigated the 
incidence of Leukaemia in children aged 0 - 14 in the East Coast counties of 
the country. This was as a result of the anxiety being felt at that time about 
high levels of radioactive discharge into the Irish Sea. The Committee 
investigated the incidence of Leukaemia in respect of the years 1974 - 83 and 
it reported in 1986 that there was no excess incidence of Leukaemia in these 
counties during any of these years and that the overall incidence of 
Leukaemia in children of that age both in the East Coast counties and in the 
country as a whole was of the order of 30 cases per 100,000 children per year, 
which was on a par with Western European countries generally. 

No further survey has been carried out since then. However, on the basis of 
hospital admissions there has been no noticeable increase in childhood 
Leukaemia cases since 1983." 

22/1990 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER'S REPORT 

The Chief Executive Officer read the following report which was noted by the Board:-

1. Group to improve the co-ordination and integration of hospital and other 
health care services in Dublin (The Kennedy Group) 

I have circulated this evening, for the information of members, copies of the 
terms of reference set down by the Minister for Health for the above group 
and a list of the members of the group. 

I have also circulated copies of the press statement issued following the first 
meeting of the group, on Monday last 26th February, 1990. 

2. District Court Case involving 15 year old girl 

Members will be aware of the public concern generated by the publicity 
surrounding the case of a 15 year old girl who has, since October of last year, 
been before Dun Laoghaire District Court on continuing remand due to the 
lack of an appropriate detention facility to which she could be referred by 
the District Justice i.e. a secure unit for young girls similar to that provided 
by the Department of Justice for young boys at Trinity House. 

I have circulated the following for the information of members:-

(I) A copy of the statement made by the Minister for Justice to Dail 
Eireann on the 27th February last in answer to a question on the 
matter. 

(II) A summary of a statement made on behalf of our Board to Dun 
Laoghaire District Court this afternoon. 
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I wish to advise our Board that the charges against this girl were withdrawn 
by consent at Dun Laoghaire District Court this afternoon. The girl was 
released into the care of the Eastern Health Board on a voluntary basis. It 
was confirmed to the Court on our Board's behalf that in view of the special 
temporary arrangements which had been made it was now considered safe to 
release the girl into our Board's care. 

I wish also to advise our Board that, in addition to the special secure facility 
for which the Government has given approval, as announced in the 
statement by the Minister for Just ice to Dail Eireann, it has also been 
intimated to our Board by the Department of Health that funds to cover the 
special temporary arrangements made for this girl will be provided and that 
our Board will also now be funded for the provision of a more permanent 
small scale non-custodial unit where special care and therapy may be given 
to a small number of cases whose special needs cannot be catered for without 
undue disruption in any of our existing facilities. This will improve further 
the range and quality of services which our Board will be able to provide for 
the more difficult and vulnerable adolescents in a non-custodial setting. 

Finally, I am sure. Chairman, that our Board would wish to thank Dun 
Laoghaire, Borough Corporation, through their nominee members on our 
Board, for their ready and speedy co-operation in making a small house 
available to our Board on a temporary short-term basis to assist us with the 
care arrangements for this girl." 

The Chief Executive Officer also brought members up-to-date on the development of 
a unit at Cherry Orchard Hospital for patients suffering from A.I.D.S. 

Following a discussion to which Cllr. Dillon Byrne and Mrs. Clune contributed and 
to which the Chief Executive Officer replied, it was agreed to convey our Boards 
thanks to Dun Laoghaire Borough Corporation for their co-operation in making a 
house available to our Board at short notice. 

22/1990 
ELECTIONS TO THE BOARD OF THE MEATH HOSPITAL 

The following report no. 2/1990 from the Chief Executive Officer was submitted. 

"At the February meeting of our Board members were informed that the term of 
office of the eleven members of the Board of the Meath Hospital elected by our Board 
expires on 5th April, 1990. 

Under the terms of the Meath Hospital Act 1951 and the Health Act 1970 
(Adaptation) Regulations 1972 our Board is required to elect eleven members of the 
Meath Hospital Board for a period of three years. 
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Our Board is currently represented on the Board of the Meath Hospital by the 
following: -

1. Cllr. Austin Groome (Chairman) 
2. Sen. Olga Bennett 
3. Cllr. Michael Carroll 
4. Mrs. Dymphna Clune 
5. Dr. Rosaleen Corcoran 
6. Cllr. Jane Dillon Byrne 
7. Dr. Ray Hawkins 
8. Mr. Kieran Hickey 
9. Cllr. Frank Hynes 
10. Mr. Seamus O'Brien 
11. Dr. Brian 0'Herlihy 

Deputy Callely stated that he understood that Senator Bennett and Mr. Hickey did 
not wish to be renominated for election. He proposed that the other nine existing 
members of the Meath Hospital Board should be re-elected and that Deputy Chris 
Flood and Cllr. Michael Gannon should be elected to fill the two remaining places. 

An amendment proposed by Mr. McGuire regarding the rotation of members was 
defeated on a show of hands following which the substantive motion, which was 
seconded by Cllr. Dunne, was put and carried. 

23/1990 
TEMPORARY BORROWING 

The following report no. 3/1990 from the Chief Executive Officer was submitted. 

T h e approval of the Board to borrowing by way of overdraft during the period 
ending on 30th June, 1990, to a maximum of £5m is requested." 

On a proposal by Cllr. Hickey, seconded by Mrs. Clune, it was agreed to adopt the 
proposal contained in the report 

24/1990 
PROGRESS REPORTS FROM PROGRAMME COMMITTEES 

L Special Hospital Care Programme Committee 

On a proposal by Mrs. Clune, seconded by Cllr. Dunne, it was agreed to adopt 
the report 

The following matters were dealt with in the report:-

la] Examination successes, approval from An Bord Altranais for post
graduate nurse training and recognition and approval for a post
graduate course in Behaviour Nurse Therapy. 

[b] Glenmalure Day Hospital, Milltown 

[c] Tallaght Mental Health Centre 
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[d] Request for follow-up with the Minister for Health regarding progress 
in relation to Cheeverstown House. 

[e] Special Meeting to be held on 8th March, 1990 to discuss the report of 
the Working Party on Child and Adolescent Services in the Eastern 
Health Board area. 

Deputy Durkan referred to the rationalisation of psychiatric services in Co, 
Kildare and suggested that a deputation from our Board should meet with 
representatives of the South Eastern Health Board for a general discussion 
on developments in this area. 

It was noted that Mr. Walsh, A/Programme Manager, Special Hospital Care, 
will be presenting a comprehensive report on the development of psychiatric 
services in Co. Kildare to the April meeting of the Special Hospital Care 
Programme Committee and that, in the meantime, preliminary enquiries 
would be made regarding the proposed meeting with representatives of the 
South Eastern Health Board. 

General Hospital Care Programme Committee 

On a proposal by Deputy Callely, seconded by Dr. O'Herlihy it was agreed to 
adopt the report 

The following matters were dealt with in the report:-

[a] Findings of Accident & Emergency Survey 

[b] Psychiatric Unit/Boiler House and Ancillary Accommodation at 
Naas General Hospital 

[c] General Practitioner Access Scheme at St. Vincent's Hospital, Athy 

[d] Orthopaedic, Anaesthetic and Pathology services at St. Columcille's 
Hospital, Loughlinstown 

le] Re-structuring of an ENT Consultant post at J ames Connolly 
Memorial Hospital and Comhairle na n'Ospideal approval to the 
following Consultant Posts at James Connolly Memorial Hospital:-
(i) Accident & Emergency Consultant; (ii) Consultant Anaesthetist; 
(ill) Consultant General Surgeon; (iv) Consultant in Rheumatology 
and Rehabilitation. 

[f] Cuan Aoibheann, St. Mary's Hospital 

[g] North City Geriatric Service 

[h] Report on services in St. Colman's Hospital, Rathdrum. 

Deputy Durkan referred to the development of Naas General Hospital and 
requested that the approval to proceed with the remaining phases of the 
development should be followed up with the Department of Health. 



01/03/1990 33 

3. Community Care Programme Committee 

On a proposal by Cllr. Dunne, seconded by Mrs. Bonar, it was agreed to adopt 
the report 

The following matters were dealt with in the report:-

la] Rape Crisis Centre Review Report 

lb] Report "Forgotten Children" 

[c] Medical Preparation (Amendment) Regulations 1989 

[d] Report on services in Area no. 7 

24/1990 
NOTICE OF MOTION 

The following motion was proposed by Deputy Durkan and seconded by Cllr. 
Carroll:-

"That this Board would consider the level of residential day care and community 
care facilities available for the handicapped within the Board's administrative area 
with a view to identifying by what means further assistance can be provided, having 
particular regard to the changes in the population age structure, resulting in further 
requirements" 

In accepting the spirit of the motion, it was noted that Mr. Walsh, A/Programme 
Manager, Special Hospital Care will be bringing a report to the Special Hospital 
Care Programme Committee in relation to the priority areas for the expenditure of 
the special allocation made available by the Minister for Health for services for 
mentally handicapped persons in the current year. 

24/1590 
OTHER BUSINESS 

During a discussion on services for the elderly to which Deputy Durkan, Dr. 
Hawkins, Cllr. Harvey, Cllr. Hynes, Deputy Dr. Fitzpatrick, Mrs. Bonar, Cllr. Dunne 
and Deputy Callely contributed, the following points were made: 

 Support was expressed for the concept of raising income from the homes of 
elderly persons to support their needs, including, if necessary, part of the 
cost of maintenance in extended nursing care. 
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* Support was expressed for the policy of recouping money owed for 
maintenance from the estate of deceased patients. 

* The need for liaison and co-ordination with local authorities in the 
provision of sheltered housing for the elderly was stressed. 

The meeting concluded at 7.50 p.m. 

Correct: K.J. Hickey, 
Chief Executive Officer. 

CHAIRMAN 
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25 /1990 
CONDOLENCES 

On the proposal of the Chairman votes of sympathy were passed with :-

Eddie Matthews, Naas General Hospital, on the death of h is father. 

Lily Dowling, Registry, 1 J a m e s ' s Street, on the death of her sister. 

26 /1990 

CHAIRMAN'S BUSINESS 

The Cha i rman read the following report which was noted by the Board:-

1. May and June Board Meetings 
In 1989 the May meeting of our Board was held in St. Colman's Hospital, 
R a t h d r u m and the J u n e meeting was held in St. Vincent's Hospital, Athy. 

With the members ' agreement i t is proposed to hold the May meeting th is 
year in St. Vincent 's Hospital, Athy and the J u n e meeting in St. Colman's 
Hospital, Ra thd rum. 

2. Meeting of Budget Working Group 

A meeting of the Budget Working Group h a s been arranged for Friday 20th 
April at 11 a.m. to consider our Board's capital priorities a n d the financial 
position for the first quar te r of 1990. The report of the Group will be 
presented at the May meeting of our Board. 

3. Association of Health Boards in Ireland - Annual Conference 

Members have been notified of the Association of Health Boards ' Annua l 
Conference to be held in Tramore, Co. Waterford on 11th a n d 12th May, 
1990. 

Members who wish to a t tend the Conference should give their n a m e s to the 
Secre ta ry ." 

27 /1990 
CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF MONTHLY MEETING HELD ON 1ST MARCH, 
1990 

The minutes of the monthly meeting held on 1st March, 1990, having been 
circulated, were confirmed on a proposal by Cllr. Gannon, seconded by Cllr. Hickey. 

(a) Matters arising from the Minutes 

Deputy Durkan asked tha t i t be recorded that he had expressed some concern 
regarding the emerging policy in relation to various ways of availing of the 
value of peoples asse t s as a m e a n s of raising contributions towards the cost 
of long-stay inst i tut ional care. 



37 05/04/1990 

Following a discussion on the general question of availing of, or realising, 
assets as a contribution towards the cost of maintenance in long-stay care, 
to which Deputy Durkan, Cllr. Carroll, Mrs. Clune, Cllr. Harvey, Dr. 
Hawkins, Cllr. Hynes, Deputy Dr. Fitzpatrick, Cllr. Glenn and Cllr. Gannon 
contributed, and to which the Chief Executive Officer replied, it was agreed, 
on a proposal by Cllr. Glenn, seconded by Cllr. Gannon, that a document 
would be prepared setting out the total policy position in this matter for 
presentation through the Programme Committee structure. 

28/1990 
QUESTIONS TO THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

On a proposal by Deputy Dr. Fitzpatrick, seconded by Cllr. Gannon, it was agreed to 
answer the questions which had been lodged. 

1. Cllr. Dr. P. Fitzpatrick. T.D. 

To ask the Chief Executive Officer when will the damaged portions of the 
wall around St. Helena's House, Finglas, be rebuilt and if he intends to paint 
the railings which are in a deplorable condition. 

Reply 

The main house at St. Helena's accommodates a Family Resource Centre. It 
has been made available to our Board by Dublin Corporation. 

The entire property is in need of refurbishing and upgrading. As reported 
previously at the meeting held on 3rd August, 1989, it is our Board's 
intention to do the necessary work on a phased basis and to avail of local 
voluntary effort and input also in this regard. Our Board spent £12,000 on 
such work last year and a further £26,000 is committed this year. The most 
urgent priorities will be attended to first and it may be possible to include in 
this some work on rebuilding the boundary walls. 

2. Cllr. Dr. D. Fitzpatrick. T.D. 

[a] What specific measures will be taken to clean up and tidy up the 
Board's site on Mellowes Road/Avenue, Finglas, which is an 
appalling eyesore and in its present state is a potential health 
hazard? 

[b] What time scale has the Board set itself in discussing the future use of 
the site with Dublin Corporation? 

Reply 

Mellowes Road/Mellowes Avenue, Finglas was reserved, in 1979, by Dublin 
Corporation at the request of our Board for the purpose of providing a Day 
Centre. Other arrangements have since been made to provide these services 
and it has been decided to dispose of the site. There is some slight difficulty 
regarding the perfecting of the Board's title. We are in discussion with 
Dublin Corporation in this regard and a report on the matter will be 
submitted when title has been established. 
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It is proposed to answer questions 3 and 4 together. 

3. CUr. Dr. D. Fitzpatrick. T.D. 

To ask the Chief Executive Officer what provision he has made for speech 
therapy clinics to continue on in the Finglas Health Centre, pending the 
filling of the vacant post with a permanent appointment. 

4. Cllr. L. O'Neill 

To ask the Chief Executive Officer if he is aware of the non-availability of a 
Speech Therapist for Kildare and what plans do the Eastern Health Board 
have to provide such a service in this area. Would the Chief Executive Officer 
further report on the general state of the Speech Therapy Service within the 
Eastern Health Board region detailing areas presently without such a service 
and plans to provide the same. 

Reply 

The current problems in the Speech Therapy service are due to staff 
shortages - 7 of our 24 speech therapist posts have fallen vacant. 
Recruitment has been impeded by a number of factors such as the embargo 
on permanent appointments in force up to recently, the national supply of 
speech therapists, counter-attractions abroad, the less attractive career 
structure and range of professional job satisfaction which our Board is 
currently in a position to offer. 

These problems are currently being tackled on both an immediate short-
term and a longer term basis. 

We are hopeful in the short-term of filling a number of the existing vacancies 
under a recruitment drive currently in train - this will enable us to partially 
address the most immediate needs such as those referred to in the two 
questions under reply. 

We are also actively pursuing the more fundamental aspects of the problem 
such as grading structure and the question of overall manpower needs. 

It is proposed to answer questions 5 and 6 together. 

5. Mr. G. McGuire 

Will the Chief Executive Officer advise whether an offer or offers have been 
received in respect of the disposal of lands at St. Loman's Hospital, 
Palmerstown. Also if he can identify the location of the land and the 
amount of bids (if any) under consideration? 

a Mr. G. McGuire 

Would it be intended prior to the sale of lands at St. Brendan's Hospital to 
clear the site first and can the Chief Executive Officer outline what buildings 
and former staff houses would be demolished in this eventuality? 
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Reply 

Members will be aware that the Budget Working Group is currently 
considering in detail our Board's capital development priorities and, in this 
connection, in accordance with policy recently decided by our Board, a 
parallel review is also being made of possible property disposals to assist the 
capital development programme, if agreed. 

The Budget Working Group has decided to report on these matters to the May 
Board meeting and this report will cover the matters raised in these 
questions . 

It is not envisaged that any proposal or question will arise in relation to the 
demolition of any of the former staff houses at St. Brendan's Hospital. 

7. Mr. G. McGuire 

Can the Chief Executive Officer advise whether what is colloquially known 
as the "8 acres" adjacent to St. Ita's Hospital is in the ownership of the 
Board? 

Reply 

The title of this portion of land known as the "8 acres" is unclear and is 
being investigated by our Estate Management Office, at present. 

I will advise the members regarding the outcome as soon as possible. 

29/1990 

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER'S REPORT 

The Chief Executive Officer read the following report which was noted by the Board:-

•I. Proposed Disposed of Property 
It is proposed to dispose of the following property which is no longer 
required for our Board's purposes:-

[il A former Dispensary premises at High Street, Wicklow, which is 
required by Wicklow Urban District Council for housing purposes. 

[ii] Portion of the site (950 sq. feet) at Drumcondra Health Centre, which 
is being sought by Drumcondra and District Credit Union to enable 
them to extend their premises. 

Disposal is recommended by the Budget Working Group. In accordance with 
the usual practice, Section 83 notices will be circulated for our consideration 
at the May meeting of our Board. 
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2. Department of Social Welfare Circular 

I have circulated, for the information of members, with the papers for the 
meeting, copies of Circular 1/90 from the Department of Social Welfare 
regarding initiatives announced by the Minister for Social Welfare to enable 
unemployed persons participate in the Vocational Training Opportunities 
Scheme and, at the same time, continue to receive their unemployment 
payments. 

a Department of Health Regulation regarding the Income Level of £l6,700 

I have circulated, this evening, for the information of members, copies of 
these regulations which raise the income ceiling for health contributions 
from £16,000 to £16,700 with effect from 6th April, 1990. 

4. Rape Crisis Centre 

I wish to advise members that a Board of Management has recently been 
appointed by the Centre under the Chairmanship of Mrs. Gemma Hussey, 
former Minister for Education and for Social Welfare. 

Other members of the Board are:-

Dr. Joseph Robins, former Assistant Secretary, Department of Health 
Ms. Barbara Egan, Psychotherapist, former member of staff of the Centre 
Mr. Cathal McCoille, R.T.E., Radio Journalist and Broadcaster 
Mr. Oswald Kilkenny, Accountant 
Prof. Ivor Browne, Chief Psychiatrist, Eastern Health Board 
Ms. Breda Allen, Solicitor 
Mr. Neil Mclvor, Publicity Manager, Industrial Development Authority 

Accompanied by the principal authors of the review reports Mr. Martin 
Gallagher and Mr. Brian Glanville and also by Mr. John Doyle, I met 
representatives of the newly formed Board and of the staff of the Centre on 
4th April, 1990. This was a very constructive meeting and it was agreed that 
there will now be ongoing discussions at operational level. I am circulating, 
for the information of members, a copy of a joint press statement agreed at 
yesterday's meeting." 

29/1990 
REQUEST FROM BRAY URBAN DISTRICT COUNCIL FOR RECEPTION OF 
DEPUTATION 

Following a discussion on letter dated 22nd March, 1990 from the Bray Urban 
District Council seeking the reception of a deputation to discuss the provision of a 
Health Centre at Bray to which Cllr. Dunne, Cllr. Keenan, Dr. Hawkins, Cllr. Dillon 
Byrne, Cllr. Murphy, Deputy Roche and Cllr. Hynes contributed, it was agreed that 
the deputation should be met by the Community Care Programme Committee at a 
meeting to be held in Bray. 
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30/1990 
PROGRESS REPORTS FROM PROGRAMME COMMITTEES 

L Special Hospital Care Programme Committee 

On a proposal by Mrs. Clune, seconded by Cllr. Dunne, it was agreed to adopt 
the report. 

The following matters were dealt with in the report:-

[a] Visit to Tivoli Road, Dun Laoghaire 

[bj Resolution calling on the Health Board to ask the Minister for Health 
to receive a deputation from our Board to discuss the present position 
with regard to Cheeverstown House. 

[cj Allocation for Mental Handicap services. 

[d] Meeting at the Child & Family Centre, Castleknock at which the 
adoption of the report of the Working Group on the Child and 
Adolescent Psychiatric Services in the Eastern Health Board area 
was recommended for adoption by the Board. 

With regard to the Care Unit for the Aged at Tivoli Road, it was agreed on a 
proposal by Cllr. Dunne, to place a fitting memorial to the order of nuns 
from whom the property was acquired. 

2. General Hospital Care Programme Committee 

On a proposal by Cllr. Gannon, seconded by Dr. O'Herlihy, it was agreed to 
adopt the report. 

The following matters were dealt with in the report:-

[a] Psychiatric Unit/Boiler House and Ancillary Accommodation at 
Naas General Hospital. 

[b] The structuring of two joint Consultant Physician appointments 
with the M.A.N.C.H. Group of Hospitals. 

Id Discussions regarding the commencement of a General Practitioner 
Access Scheme at St. Vincent's Hospital, Athy. 

[d] Application for funding for the appointment of a second full time 
Consultant Anaesthetist at St. Columcille's Hospital, 
Loughlinstown. 

[e] The installation of a small X-Ray Unit at the District Hospital, 
Wicklow. 

[f] Discussions regarding the joint appointment of an ENT Consultant 
with Beaumont Hospital. 
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[g] Cuan Aoibheann, St. Mary's Hospital, Progress Report 

[hi Report on services in St. Brigid's Home, Crooksling 

3. Community Care Programme Committee 

On a proposal by Cllr, Dunne, seconded by Cllr, Gannon, it was agreed to 
adopt the reports of the special meeting held on 5th March, 1990 and 
monthly meeting held on 22nd March, 1990, 

The following matters were dealt with in the reports:-

[a] Report "Forgotten Children" together with update report on Services 
for Homeless Children. 

[bj Medical Preparations (Amendment) Regulations, 1989. 

[c] Report on services in Community Care Area no. 8. 

30/1990 
NOTICES OF MOTION 

1. The following motion was proposed by Deputy Durkan, seconded by Cllr. 
Carroll and agreed:-

T h a t this Board will endeavour to improve the degree of orthodontic 
treatment available throughout the Board's administrative area, having 
particular regard to the numbers now on waiting lists and needing 
treatment." 

2. The following motion was proposed by Deputy Durkan:-

"That the Eastern Health Board would make a determined effort to ensure 
the availability of speech therapy throughout the entire Eastern Health 
Board area with particular reference to Co. Kildare and that an immediate 
evaluation of the requirements for speech therapy in Co. Kildare be 
undertaken in order to quantify the need." 

The motion was seconded by Cllr, Dillon Byrne and following a discussion to 
which Deputy Durkan, Cllr, Dillon Byrne, Mrs. Clune, Mrs. Bonar and Cllr, 
Reilly contributed, and to which the Chief Executive Officer replied, was 
agreed, 

3. The following motion was proposed by Deputy Durkan, seconded by Cllr. 
Dillon Byrne, and agreed:-

"That the Eastern Health Board will enter into discussions with the 
Department of Justice with a view to the determination of responsibilities 
and obligations to young offenders on remand." 
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4. The following motion was proposed by Mr. G. McGuire:-

"That members of the Eastern Health Board be restricted to serving on a 
maximum of four sub-committees, hospital boards etc. appointed by this 
Board." 

The motion was seconded by Cttr. Dillon Byrne and, following a discussion 
to which Mr. McGuire, Cllr. Dillon Byrne, Dr. O'Herlihy, Cllr. Reilly, Mrs. 
Bonarf Deputy Roche, Cllr. Murphy, Cllr. Carroll Mrs. Clune, Deputy 
Durkan, Dr. Hawkins and Dr. O'Boyle contributed, was carried by 11 votes to 
7. 

The Chairman ruled that tf m £ei ins of the motion should be i e-subniittcd as a  
proposal to amend Standuiy Otdeis und requested that legal opinion be 
obtained in relation to this course of action. 

5. The following motion was proposed by Mr. G. McGuire:-

"That work commence immediately with repairs to lift at St. Ita's Hospital 
which has been out of order for a lengthy period. That said repairs be 
completed within two weeks and elevator put back into commission." 

The motion was seconded by Cllr. Dillon Byrne and, following a discussion 
to which Mr. McGuire, Deputy Roche, Dr. Devitt and Cllr. Reilly contributed 
and to which Mr. Walsh, Programme Manager, Special Hospital Care 
replied, was noted. 

6. The following motion was proposed by Mr. G. McGuire:-

"It is proposed that the Chief Executive Officer explore the feasibility of 
providing beds for terminally ill patients from the Fingal area at St. Ita's 
Hospital and also the possibilty of establishing a day hospital for senior 
citizens at same centre." 

The motion was seconded by Cllr. Dillon Byrne and, following a discussion 
to which Mr. McGuire, Dr. O'Herlihy, Mrs. Clune, Cllr. Harvey and Dr. 
Corcoran contributed, and to which the Chief Executive Officer replied, it 
was agreed to reportfurther at a subsequent meeting of the Board. 

31/1990 
CORRESPONDENCE 

Department of Social Welfare Circular SAl/90 regarding Supplementary Welfare 
Allowances and Educational Opportunities for the Unemployed, copies of which 
had been circulated, was noted. 

The meeting concluded at 8.30 p.m. 

Correct: K.J. Hickey, 
Chief Executive Officer 

CHAIRMAN 



. 
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EASTERN HEALTH BOARD 

Minutes of proceedings of monthly meeting 
held on 

Thursday, 3rd May, 1990 at 6 p.m. 
in 

St. Vincent's Hospital, Athy, Co. Kildare. 

Present 

Senator O. Bennett 
Cllr. B. Briscoe, T.D. 
Cllr. M. Carroll 
Mrs. D. Clune 
Cllr. P. Dunne 
Cllr. M. Gannon 
Cllr. A. Groome 
Dr. R. Hawkins 
Cllr. F. Hynes 
Cllr. T. Keenan 
Mr. G. McGuire 
Ms. M. Nealon 
Cllr. L. O'Neill 
Cllr. R Roche, T.D. 

Apologies 

Prof. J .S. Doyle, Cllr. Dr. D. Fitzpatrick, T.D., Dr. J. O'Boyle 

In The Chair 

Cllr. A. Groome 

Officers in Attendance 

Mr. K. J. Hickey, Chief Executive Officer 
Mr. F. Donohue, Programme Manager, Special Assignments 
Mr. S. O'Brien, A/Programme Manager, General Hospital Care 
Mr. M. Walsh, Programme Manager, Special Hospital Care 
Mr. M. Gallagher, Finance Officer 
Prof. B. O'Donnell, Dublin Medical Officer of Health 
Ms. M. Kelly, A/Personnel Officer 
Mr. M. O'Connor, Secretary 

Mrs. B. Bonar 
Cllr. I. Callely, T.D. 
Dr. R. Corcoran 
Cllr. J. Dillon Byrne 
Cllr. C. Flood, T.D. 
Cllr. A. Glenn 
Cllr. W.J. Harvey 
Cllr. P. Hickey 
Dr. D. I. Keane 
Dr. P. McCarthy 
Cllr. C. Murphy 
Dr. B. O'Herlihy 
Cllr. J. Reilly 
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32/1990 
CONDOLENCES 

On the proposal of the Chairman, votes of sympathy were passed with the 
following:-

1. Mr. John Doyle, A/Programme Manager, Community Care and Mr. Bill 
Doyle, Appeals Officer on the death of their mother. 

2. Mr. P.J. Hogan, Porter, Emmet House on the death of his mother. 

3. Betty Noone, Grade V Officer, Emmet House on the death of her mother. 

4. Triona Hanley, Grade II Officer, River House on the death of her brother. 

5. Cathy Doran, Senior Executive Officer, Community Care on the death of her 
mother." 

33/1990 
CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF MONTHLY MEETING HELD ON 5TH APRIL, 1990 

The minutes of the monthly meeting held on 5th April, 1990, having been 
circulated, were confirmed on a proposal by Cllr. Gannon, seconded by Cllr. Dunne. 

(a) Matters arising from the minutes 

Item No. 30/1990, page 43 

In relation to motion No. 4 regarding the restriction of members to a 
maximum of four sub-committees, hospital boards etc. and the re
submission of the terms of the motion as a proposal to amend Standing 
Orders, it was agreed to amend the minutes to read that 

"the Chairman ruled that legal opinion be obtained in relation to this course 
of action" 

With the Chairman's agreement, Cllr. O'Neill referred to correspondence 
which she had received regarding conditions at St. Dympna's Mews, North 
Circular Road, which had been made available by our Board to Gheel Limited 
for use as a facility for autistic children. Following a discussion to which 
Cllr. O'Neill, Deputy Callely, Cllr. Dunne, Cllr. Reilly, Mrs. Clune, Deputy 
Briscoe and Cllr. Dillon Byrne contributed and to which the Chief Executive 
Officer and the Programme Manager, Special Hospital Care replied, it was 
agreed that a copy of the report prepared by Professor Brendan O'Donnell, 
Dublin Medical Officer of Health, following his inspection of the premises, 
would be circulated to each member. 
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34/1990 
QUESTIONS TO THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

On a proposal by Deputy Callely, seconded by Dr. Hawkins, it was agreed to answer 
the questions which had been lodged. 

1. Cllr. J. Dillon Byrne 

"Could the Chief Executive Officer inform the Board as to whether or not 
those persons who became infected with HIV through blood transfusions in 
Ireland have been paid any compensation by any fund?" 

Reply 

I am circulating, for information, a copy of Government statement issued in 
relation to the establishment of a Trust to disburse money to Haemophiliacs 
who have contracted A.I.D.S. or are H.I.V. positive. 

I understand that a number of payments have been made by the Trust to date. 

2. Cllr. J. Dillon Byrne 

"Could the Chief Executive Officer report to the Board on the: 

[a] Level of services to HIV and AIDS victims; 

[b] The current numbers of patients currently using this service." 

Reply 

1. Hospital Services 

Our Board participates in the running of the Genito-Urinary Clinic at 
St. James's Hospital. This Clinic now operates during the day, from 
9.00a.m. until 5.00p.m. 

Monday afternoons and Wednesday mornings are given over entirely 
to dealing with A.I.D.S./H.I.V. positive patients. Patients attend by 
appointment. Approx. 400 H.I.V. positive patients are monitored on 
an out-patient basis. 

At present there are 10 in-patients in the wards of St. James's 
Hospital, undergoing treatment for A.I.D.S. related conditions. 

In addition, Unit 3 of Cherry Orchard Hospital has now been 
designated for A.I.D.S. patients. At the present time there are 6 in
patients there. Provision has also been made for respite care and day 
care in this unit. 



03/05/1990 47 

2. The A.I.D.S. Helpline which  is now based at Baggot Street Hospital is 
operated on Tuesdayternoons and Thursday evenings and is 
manned by a roster rlealth Board Medical Officers. It provides a 
service for the wholeuntry, and is known as the National A.I.D.S. 
Telephone Service. 1 telephone number is 838677. 

3. The Drop-In Centre Baggot Street Hospital. This caters, primarily, 
for drug abusers andneedle exchange and advice service is provided. 
However, as drug abt and H.I.V. infection are closely related, the 
Centre provides a sere for persons who are at risk of getting H.I.V. 
infection. At presentere are approx. 200 persons attending the 
Centre. 

4. The Outreach Programme. This programme is operating in Crumlin 
and Ballymun. The Creach workers, who are either Nurses or 
Social Workers, try to make contact at pavement level with drug 
abusers, with a view persuading them to go along to the Drug 
Treatment Centre at nity Court. They also follow-up those 
abusers who had bee;ttending the Centre and who have defaulted 
during treatment. 

This service is also, piarily, for drug abusers but there is a H.I.V. 
prevention element it. 

5. The Pilot Project. Aducational programme designed for early 
school leavers is being run in five schools in the Finglas, Crumlin 
and Tallaght areas, the Government policy that no young person 
should leave the school system without knowing the basic facts about 
A.I.D.S. The Department of Education is organising a programme of 
education for H.I.V. pupils of Secondary and Vocational Schools. 
It is recognised, however, that many children do not go beyond the 
Primary School level and so may be missed out. The Pilot Project is 
designed to catch the children. A package of leaflets has been 
designed for them with the aid of teachers and parents and a Health 
Board Medical Office intends these schools to give a simple 
presentation of what H.I.V. is, how it is contracted etc. If successful, it 
will be extended to other Primary Schools which have a high 
percentage of pupils who drop out and do not proceed to Secondary 
School level. 

6. Funding of Voluntary organlsations. Our Board gives annual grants 
to a number of Voluntary Organisations which deal with H.I.V./drug 
abuse e.g. 

The Ana-Liffey Project 
The Coolmine Centre 
Community Action on Drugs 

Some of these grants come direct from the Department of Health and 
are channelled through our Board; others are paid out of our Board's 
allocation. 
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7. Health Promotion. The Directors of Community Care and their staff 
lecture on H.I. V. infection to appropriate groups of people. They have 
available to them slides and a number of videos on A.I.D.S. which 
they can show. They have also lectured to Health Board staff who 
might come in contact with A.I.D.S. patients e.g. Welfare Officers, 
Home Help Organisers etc. 

a Cllr. L. O'Neill 

To ask the Chief Executive Officer if it is the intention of the Eastern Health 
Board to reduce the number of District Nurses in the Larkhill/Whitehall 
Health Centre from five to four." 

Reply 

There has been no reduction in the overall number of Public Health Nurses 
in Area 7. The base of operations of one of the Public Health Nurses attached 
to Larkhill/Whitehall Health Centre has, however, been transferred to 
another Health Centre in the area." 

35/1990 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICERS REPORT 

The Chief Executive Officer read the following report which was noted by the Board: -

1. Appointment of Programme Manager Special Hospital Care 

I am pleased to advise the Board that Mr. Michael Walsh has been formally 
appointed to the post of Programme Manager under the Eastern Health 
Board with effect from 23rd April, 1990. He has been assigned to the Special 
Hospital Care Programme. I would like to take this opportunity of wishing 
Mr. Walsh continued success in this key post. 

2. Out-Patient Appointment Systems, Patients' Charter, Patients' Feedback 
Mechanism 

I have circulated, with the correspondence for the meeting, copies of letter 
dated 5th April, 1990 from the Department of Health regarding the 
initiatives, announced by the Minister for Health in his action plan for the 
health services in relation to out-patient appointment systems, a national 
patients' charter and a patient feed-back mechanism within each hospital. 

Further reports on these matters will be given to the General and Special 
Hospital Care Programme Committees. 

3. Orthodontic Services and Adult Dental Services 

I have circulated, with the correspondence for this meeting, a copy of letter 
dated 6th April, 1990 from the Department of Health, regarding the 
allocation to our Board of £134,000 in respect of adult dental services to 
cover the period to 30th June, 1990. A further allocation will be made to 
cover the remainder of the year. 
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With regard to orthodontics we were requested to put in train the orthodontic 
treatment of 533 children deemed to be in the top priority groups. 

I set out, hereunder, a summary of the present position with regard to these 
services: -

Adult Dental Services 

The sum of £134,000 allocated for the period 30th June, 1990 for 
adult services will be committed on the following basis: 

additional approvals under the private dentists scheme, over and 
above the normal rate of referral which is running at 3,000 per 
annum. In the past few weeks 200 additional cases have been 
referred and further priority cases are being selected for referral. 

additional wholetime and sessional staff are being recruited by 
advertisement. One has commenced work in the past week. 

existing dental staff opportunity to work additional "out-of-hours" 
sessions for adults. 

services at the Dental Hospital and the emergency treatments at our 
Board's Health Centres continue. 

Orthodontics - Children 

Orthodontic treatment of 533 children from top priority groups is being put 
in train the timescale and cost of these treatments will be reviewed at the end 
of June. 

The present situation is that orthodontic services are provided at the Dental 
Hospital and at Old County Road Health Centre during ordinary hours by 
Dental Hospital Consultants and by our own dental staff on an on-going 
basis. 

Two of the Consultants from the Dental Hospital and two Dentists pursuing 
the specialist orthodontic course have undertaken additional evening 
sessions at Old County Road to treat 200 specially selected priority cases. 

An arrangement is coming into place whereby a further 200 cases selected 
from the priority list will commence their 18 month treatment programme 
provided by a specialist using our Board's premises and facilities. 

We anticipate that it will be possible to fill the Consultant Orthodontist post 
early in 1991. 

We are reviewing with our own Dental Officers who have special expertise in 
orthodontics their availability to provide extra evening sessions in 
orthodontics. 

We have commenced a review of the waiting lists of those seeking 
orthodontic treatment to ascertain the top priority groups in need of this 
service with a view to establishing an accurate up-to-date waiting list. 

[a] 

Ibl 
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Budget Allocation for Services for the Elderly 

I have circulated with the correspondence for this meeting a copy of letter 
dated 10th April, 1990 and enclosure received from the Department of 
Health regarding an additional financial allocation for services for the 
elderly. It will be noted that this letter calls for the submission of a service 
plan to the Department of Health by the 19th May, 1990. 

Members will be aware that our Board has already adopted a detailed policy 
in relation to services for the elderly and will also recall that at the special 
Board meeting held on 18th January last a report on priority proposals for 
services for the elderly was agreed in response to a request from the 
Department of Health in the context of additional funding likely to be made, 
commencing this year. 

The service plan to give effect to these priority proposals across the three 
programmes will be available for consideration in conjunction with the 
meeting of the General Hospital Care Programme Committee which has been 
arranged for St. Mary's Hospital on the 17th May next at 11.00 a.m. prior to 
its submission to the Department of Health." 

Tobacco (Health Promotion and Protection) Regulations, 1990 

I have circulated, with the correspondence for the meeting, copies of 
Department of Health letter dated 10th April enclosing a copy of the Tobacco 
(Health Promotion and Protection) Regulations, 1990 which came into effect 
on 1st May, 1990 and which implement Section 2 of the Tobacco (Health 
Promotion and Protection) Act, 1988, representing a further step in the 
prohibition and restriction of smoking in various public areas and 
facilities. 

From 1st May, 1990 places in areas and facilities in which smoking is 
prohibited have to be identified clearly by an appropriate notice. The 
Regulations also provide for a fine not exceeding £100 for an offence and for 
a fine not exceeding £500 for non-compliance with the Regulations. 

The Regulations provide for their enforcement by officers of the Minister 
and by officers of health boards, most likely the Environmental Health 
Officers. 

Smoking is prohibited in designated areas in State and Semi-State 
Buildings, Public Offices, Primary and Secondary Schools, Universities, 
Food Preparation Areas, Supermarkets and Grocery Stores, Waiting Rooms 
in Bus and Railway Stations, Sports Centres, Cinemas, Theatres, Concert 
Halls, Art Galleries and Museums, and in Public Libraries. 

Smoking is also prohibited in the following designated facilities: all buses 
owned or operated by Bus Eireann and by Bus Atha Cliath, privately owned 
buses used by the public and DART system. 
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It is also prohibited in places clearly identified within an area or facility in 
health premises, hospitals, nursing homes, maternity homes, centres for the 
mentally and for the physically handicapped, psychiatric hospitals, 
restaurants, canteens, cafes and snack bars, arrivals and departures areas of 
airports and harbours, trains and aircraft. 

The Regulations do not apply to prisons. 

Arrangements have been made by our Board's management to ensure 
compliance with the Regulations and, in this connection, I attach a copy of a 
notice issued by our Board's Personnel Officer to heads of staff. 

& Increases in Welfare allowances from 22nd July, 1990 

I have circulated this evening, for the information of members, copies of 
Department of Health letter dated 1st May, 1990 giving details of revised 
maximum rates of certain allowances which will take effect from 22nd July, 
1990. 

7. National Environment Action Plan 

I have circulated, this evening, for the information of members, copies of 
letter dated 19th April, 1990 from the Department of Social Welfare, 
regarding the banning from 1st October, 1990, of the marketing, sale and 
distribution of bituminous coal in certain built-up areas of Dublin. 

The making available of £3m to ensure that the additional cost will be 
minimised for low-income groups will result in beneficiaries under the 
National Fuel Scheme having their fuel allowance of £5 per week increased 
by £3 where they live within the area covered by the ban. 

a E.S.B. Sub-Station, St. James's Hospital 

A request has been received from St. James's Hospital for our Board's 
consent to the granting of a sub-lease to the E.S.B. of a small plot (2.75m X 
4.25m) for the construction of a sub-station. 

Under the terms of the lease dated 15th April, 1974 from our Board to St. 
James's Hospital Board the consent of our Board is required to the sub-lease. 

The disposal is recommended by the Budget Working Group and will be 
submitted for formal consideration at the June meeting of our Board." 
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36/1990 
DISPOSAL OF PROPERTY AT HIGH STREET, WICKLOW 

The following Report no. 4/1990 from the Chief Executive Officer was submitted:-

"NOTICE is hereby given pursuant to Section 83 of the Local Government Act, 1946, 
that it is proposed to dispose of the property described below which is no longer 
required for the purpose of the powers and duties of our Board. 

Statutory Information 

1. Former Dispensary premises at High Street, Wicklow 

2. The said property was transferred to our Board by Wicklow County Council. 

3. It is proposed to dispose of the property to Wicklow Urban District Council. 

4. The consideration in respect of the disposal is £4,000 

At a meeting of our Board to be held after the expiration of ten clear days from the 
date of the sending of this Notice, our Board may resolve as follows:-

(a) That the disposal shall be carried out in accordance with the terms specified 
in the resolution, or 

(b) That the disposal shall not be carried out. 

If our Board resolves that the disposal shall be carried out in accordance with the 
terms specified in the resolution, the disposal may, with the consent of the 
Minister, be carried out in accordance with those terms. 

If our Board resolves that the disposal shall not be carried out, then the disposal 
shall not be carried out. 

If our Board does not pass a resolution, the disposal may, with the consent of the 
Minister, be carried out." 

On a proposal by Cllr. Dunne, seconded by Dr. O'HerUny, it was agreed to adopt the 
proposal contained in the report 

37/1990 
DISPOSAL OF PROPERTY AT MTLLMOUNT AVE., DRUMCONDRA, DUBLIN 9 

The following Report no. 5/1990 from the Chief Executive Officer was submitted:-

"NOTICE is hereby given pursuant to Section 83 of the Local Government Act, 1946, 
that it is proposed to dispose of the property described below which is no longer 
required for the purpose of the powers and duties of our Board. 
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Statutory Information 

1. Site c.950sq. feet at Drumcondra Health Centre 

2. The said property was transferred to our Board by the Dublin Health 
Authority. 

3. It is proposed to dispose of the property to Drumcondra and District Credit 
Union. 

4. The consideration in respect of the disposal is £3,000 plus legal costs. 

At a meeting of our Board to be held after the expiration of ten clear days from the 
date of the sending of this Notice, our Board may resolve as follows:-

(a) That the disposal shall be carried out in accordance with the terms specified 
in the resolution, or 

(b) That the disposal shall not be carried out. 

If our Board resolves that the disposal shall be carried out in accordance with the 
terms specified in the resolution, the disposal may, with the consent of the 
Minister, be carried out in accordance with those terms. 

If our Board resolves that the disposal shall not be carried out, then the disposal 
shall not be carried out. 

If our Board does not pass a resolution, the disposal may, with the consent of the 
Minister, be carried out." 

On aproposal by Dr. O'Herlihy, seconded by Cllr. Dunne, it was agreed to adopt the 
proposal contained in the report 

38/1990 
FINANCIAL POSITION AT 31ST MARCH, 1990 

Report no. F2/1990 (copy filed with official minute), which had been circulated, was 
noted. 

39/1990 
CAPITAL PRIORITIES AND FUNDING REQUIREMENTS 

Following a discussion on Report no. F3/1990 (copy filed with official minute), 
copies of which had been circulated, to which Deputy Roche, Cllr. Murphy, Deputy 
Durkan, Cllr. Carroll Cllr. Hynes, Cllr. Keenan, Cllr. Dunne, Mrs. Clune, Deputy 
Briscoe, Deputy Flood, Dr. O'Herlihy, Cllr. Carroll Mr. McGuire and Cllr. Reilly 
contributed and to which the Chief Executive Officer replied, it was agreed to adopt 
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the Report and to forward it to the Department of Health with a request for the 
reception of a deputation by the Minister consisting of the Chairman, the Chairmen 
of the Programme Committees and the Oireachtas members of our Board to discuss 
ways and means of making progress in relation to the various projects listed as our 
Board's capital priorities. 

Cllr. Carroll requested that his dissent be recorded in relation to any proposal to 
dispose of property at St Columcille's Hospitalfor a period of 5 years. 

40/1990 
PROGRESS REPORTS FROM PROGRAMME COMMITTEES 

Special Hospital Care Programme Committee 

On a proposal by Mrs. Chine, seconded by Cllr. Dunne, it was agreed to adopt 
the report. 

The following matters were dealt with in the report: -

[a] Meeting held in Sunbeam House Services Facility at Ballyraine 
House, Arklow on 12th April, 1990. 

lb] Committee's recommendation: 

"That a meeting be set up with the appropriate Government 
Departments to discuss the serious financial effects caused by the 
reclassification of eligibility for European social funding." 

[c] Mental Handicap Services - additional services provided from the 
special allocation for 1990. 

[d] Mental Handicap Services - Cheeverstown. 

[e] Visit to the "Senas" Hostel at Coolgraney Road, Arklow 

General Hospital Care Programme Committee 

On a proposal by Dr. O'Herlihy, seconded by Cllr. Reilly, it was agreed to 
adopt the report. 

The following matters were dealt with in the report:-

[a] Appointment of two Consultant Anaesthetists for MANCH/Naas 
Hospitals. 

[b] Conversion of the former Nurses Home at St. Vincent's Hospital, 
Athy for use as a welfare type facility for the elderly. 

[c] The construction of a second Day Room facility for in-patients at the 
District Hospital, Baltinglass. 
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[d] The purchase of outstanding items of equipment in respect of the 
othopaedic service, an application for funding for the additional 
Consultant Anaesthetist post and the development of pathology 
services at St. Columcille's Hospital, Loughlinstown. 

[e] Comhairle na nOspideal approval to proceed with the filling of a 
vacancy for a Consultant Anaesthetist at James Connolly Memorial 
Hospital. 

(fl The full occupation of Cuan Aoibheann at St. Mary's Hospital with 
38 residents (with 10 places reserved for the provision of respite 
care). 

[g] The completion of the planning for the development of an alarm 
system for the elderly in the Dublin South Inner City area. 

[h] Progress report in relation to the "999" Emergency Ambulance 
requests, arising out of which the following recommendation from 
the Committee was adopted by the Board"-

"It is imperative that the status quo be maintained in that the 
present system of routing all "999" emergency ambulance requests to 
the Eastern Health Board Ambulance Control Centre at 1 James's 
Street remains as is, and that the Eastern Health Board further 
develop the Ambulance Service in the interest of patient care." 

Members requested that a copy of the terms of the resolution should 
be sent to each member of the Cabinet. 

[i] Progress report on collection of farmers' health contributions. 

[j] Report on services in the District Hospital, Wicklow. 

Community Care Programme Committee 

On a proposal by Cllr. Dunne, seconded by Deputy Callely, it was agreed to 
adopt the report. 

The following matters were dealt with in the report:-

[a] Report on services in Community Care Area no. 1. 

[b] Department of Social Welfare Circular letter dated 2nd April, 1990 
regarding guidelines to be adopted for the payment of rent 
supplements to residents of Voluntary Housing Schemes. 

41/1990 
NOTICES OF MOTION 

I. The Chairman drew the members1 attention to the opinion given by the Law 
Agent in his letter of 18th April to the effect that the motion regarding the 
restriction of members to serving on a maximum of four sub-committees 
hospital boards etc. should considered as a proposal to amend Standing 
Orders. 



56 03/05/1990 

The following motion to amend Standing Orders was then proposed by Mr. 
McGuire and seconded by Cllr. O'Neill:-

T h a t members of the Eastern Health Board be restricted to serving on a 
maximum of four Sub-Committees, Hospital Boards etc. appointed by this 
Board." 

Following a discussion to which Mr. McGuire, Deputy Callely, Deputy 
Durkan and Cllr. Glenn contributed, the motion was, with the members' 
agreement, withdrawn. 

2. The following motion was proposed by Deputy Durkan and seconded by Cllr. 
Dunne:-

"That this Board will determine that Cardiac Ambulances are located 
throughout the Board's area in such a way as to ensure all areas have 
reasonable access to the service keeping in mind travel distances from 
Hospitals with cardiac facilities." 

Following a discussion to which Deputy Durkan, Cllr. Dunne and Deputy 
Callely contributed, it was agreed that Mr. O'Brien, A/Programme Manager, 
General Hospital Care would prepare a report for presentation to the General 
Hospital Care Programme Committee. 

3. The following motion was proposed by Deputy Durkan and seconded by Cllr. 
Dunne:-

"That this Board would clarify any changes in respect of rent or mortgage 
supplement payments." 

Mr. Donahue, Programme Manager, assured the members that there had not 
been any changes in our Board's policy in relation to the payment of rent or 
mortgage supplements under the Supplementary Allowance Scheme. 

4. The motion in the name of Cllr. Dillon Byrne regarding the practice of 
alternative and complementary medicine was deferred to the June meeting 
of the Board. 

42/1990 
CORRESPONDENCE 

Three items of correspondence which had been circulated, and which were referred 
to in the Chief Executive Officer's Report, were noted. 

The meeting concluded at 8.30 p.m. 

Correct: K.J. Hickey, 
Chief Executive Officer. 

 CHAIRMAN 





EASTERN HEALTH BOARD 

Financial Position as at 31st March. 1990 

Report No.F.2./1990 

At a meeting of the Budget Working Group held on 20th April, 1990 the Chief 
Executive Officer reported as follows in relation to our Board's financial position as at 
3lst March, 1990:-

£000 

Approved Budget to date 50 ,950 
Actual Expenditure to date 52 .920 

• Unfavourable Variance £1 .970 

Summary Analysis of Factors Accounting 
for the Budget Variance 

Uncontrollable Variances £000 

Community Drugs Refund Schemes 500 
Disabled Persons Maintenance Allowances 100 
Additional Pension Costs 100 

Total Uncontrollable Variances 700 

4 
Analysis of Controllable Variances 

Ambulance Service 27 

James Connolly Hospital 120 
St Brendan's Hospital 40 
Clonskeagh 66 

St Ita's Hospital 165 
AIDS Services 32 
Elderly Services 130 

Outside Agencies 70 

Dental Services 150 
Central Services 50 
Maintenance 2 7 5 
Other Minor Variances 145 1.270 

Total Unfavourable Variance £1 .970 



In summary our Board's expenditure levels for the first quarter of the year 
are higher than originally anticipated but the full effects of budget 
efficiency measures together with additional allocations expected from the 
Department of Health and close monitoring of trends as they emerge will 
hopefully keep our Board more or less in line with targetted expenditure 
levels for the rest of the year. 

Following detailed consideration and clarification of matters arising out of 
the Chief Executive Officer's Report the Budget Working Group noted the 
position as outlined, and will continue to monitor trends as the year 
progresses. 

25th April, 1990 Austin F. Groome, 
CHAIRMAN 



Board Meeting, 3rd May, 1990 -
Item no. 7 on the Agenda 

EASTERN HEALTH BOARD 

Report F.3/1990 

Capital Priorities and Funding Requirements 

At. meetings of the Budget Working Group held on 20th and 30th 
April, 1990, the following report from the Chief Executive Officer 
was considered in detail. 

"Proposed Capital Programme 

Community Care (Page 2) 7,905,000 

Special Hospital Care (Page 4) 10,000,000 

General Hospital Care (Page 6) 2&&&L.000 

Total Cost 44,556,000 

Funding Arrangements 

On Hands 

Sale of Lands (Net Proceeds) (Page 8) 3,498,433 

Insurance Proceeds (Page 8) 447.621 

3,946,054 

Less Already Committed (Page 13 to Page 17) 988.681 

Funds Available 2,957,373 

Additional Funds Required 

(1) 

£41,598,627 



COMMUNTIY CARE 
Capital Priorities 

April 1990 

Location Project 

Health Centre 

Est. Cost Remarks 

For tunes town 

D e a n s r a t h 

Bray 

Swords 

A t h y 

Cas t ledermot 

Howth 

Boot Road 
C l o n d a l k i n 

Tabor House 

Area 2 
Headqua r t e r s 

Da lkey 

Bal lyfermot 

B lancha rds town 

Celbridge 

Griffith Avenue 

Limekiln Lane (Phase 2) 

Newbridge 

Health Centre 

Health Centre 

Health Centre 

Health Centre 

Health Centre 

Health Centre 

Extension to 
Health Centre 

Hostel 
A c c o m m o d a t i o n 
refurbishment of 
derelict house 

c.w.o. 
A c c o m m o d a t i o n 

Health Cent re / 
Communi ty 
Nurs ing Unit 

Health Centre (Extn. 

Health Centre - 2nd 

Health Centre 

Health Centre (Extn. 

Health Centre 

Health Centre 

£1,400,000 

£1,200.000 

£ 900,000 

£ 600,000 

£ 450,000 

£ 60,000 

£ 100,000 

£ 95,000 

£ 20,000 

£ 180,000 

£ 100,000 

£ 100,000 

£1,200,000 

£ 100,000 

£ 200,000 

£ 100,000 

£ 200,000 

Brief with Dept. 
of Health for 
approva l . 

Brief approved. 
Design Team 
appointed subject to 
an agreement on fees, 
and to establishment 
of Budget. 

Brief to be prepared 

Outl ine Planning 
Permission granted. 

Working Drawings 
being prepared. 
P l a n n i n g 
applicat ion lodged. 

P lann ing permission 
received. 

P lanning appeal 
with An Bord 
P l eana l a . 

Applicat ion for 
P l a n n i n g 
P e r m i s s i o n 
lodged. 

P l a n n i n g 
Appl icat ion for 
Por tocabins lodged. 

Outl ine Planning 
Permission gran ted 
subject to 
Condit ions set . 

(1/4 completed) 

(2) 



Rathfarnham 

Stillorgan 

Terenure 

Health Centre 
(further entension) 

Health Centre 

Health Centre 

£ 100,000 

£ 200,000 

£ 600,000 
Tttat £ 7.905 million 

(3) 



April 1990 

SPECIAL HOSPITAL CARE PROGRAMME 

Capital Priorities 

Replacement of Unit B, St. Loman's Hospital 
by 4 houses specially designed (40 places) 

Alternative resident ial accommodat ion 
3 houses £300,000] 
Administrat ive Headquar ters for the area 

£150,000] 

1,000,000 

M o u n t p l e a s a n t 
450,000 

Up-grading the Psychiatric Unit in 
Vergemount Hospital which is totally 
unsat isfactory at present. 

Alterat ions to School in Harold Cross 
to provide a Mental Health Centre 

Psychiatric Assessment Services for the Elderly 
are proving very difficult in the open wards of 
J a m e s Connolly, Unit 9 and in Fairview. 
An 8 bed Unit, an extension to Unit 9 
JCMH would provide a very satisfactory service. 

High Support Hostel - in order to discharge pat ients 
from St. Patrick's Hospital. 

Alterations to Day Centre at St. Patrick's Hospital 
to facilitate its dual use as Day Hospital and 
Psychiatric Services for the Aged. 

There are approximately 50 aged pat ients a t tending 
Day Care Services in St. Patrick's Hospital; it would 
be more appropriate that these services by provided 
in a communi ty uni t which could be provided on 
the g rounds of Weir Home or Bru Chaoimhin. 

Mental Health Centre, Cabra 

Alcoholism Unit, Whitehall area to service 
North Dublin. 

Acute Psychiatric Unit, Ballyfermot 

Mental Health Centre, Ballyfermot 

2 High Support Hostels for Areas 4 & 5 

Day Hospital - area 7, St. Clares 

250,000 

50,000 

200,000 

100,000 

50,000 

100,000 

250,000 

100,000 

1.200.000 

250,000 

200,000 

250.000 

(4) 



£ 

2 High Support Hostels - Area 7 200,000 

4 High Support Hostels - Area 8 400,000 

Mental Health Centre. Swords 250,000 

Acute Psychiatric Unit, Swords 1,200,000 

Extension to the new Unit to provide 
approximately 30 beds (Forensic Service, 

Dundrum) 2,000,000 

High Support Hostel - Forensic Services 100,000 

Provision of 10 High Support Hostels in 
North Dublin to facilitate discharge of 100 
residential patients from St. Ita's Hospital. 1,000,000 
Mental Handicap Services generally 
4 High Support Hostels 400,000 

TOTAL £ 10,000,000 

(5) 



GENERAL ISPITAL CARE PROGRAMME 

xapital Priorities 

J a m e s Connolly Memori^ospital 

F u t u r e Development Plar £ 4 , 7 0 0 , 0 0 0 

[i] I m m e d i a t e / S h o r t "m £ 2 , 7 1 0 , 0 0 0 

[ii] Medium Term (2-5ears) £ 1 , 6 2 3 , 0 0 0 

[iii] Long Term (5-10 yrs) £ 3 6 7 , 0 0 0 

Naas General Hospital 

Appoin tment of Design Tm for progress ing 
of Development Control R, Phase 1. 

£ 2 , 8 4 9 , 0 0 0 

St. Columcille's Hospital 

Completion of up-gradingid re-designation of 
exist ing facilities £ 1 , 4 1 2 , 0 0 0 

(i) I m m e d i a t e / S h o r t 1m £ 1 , 1 6 5 , 0 0 0 

(ii) Medium Term (2-5 ars) £ 2 4 7 , 0 0 0 

(6) 



Services for the Elderly 

Kilbegnet Close, Dalkey 

Tivoli Road 

S w o r d s 

Walk ins town/Dr imnagh 

Navan Road 

Sou th Circular Road 

Tal laght 

Ballyfermot 

Fairview 

St. Clare 's Home 

St Vincent's Hospital, Athy 

Up-grading of old buildings 

Naas General Hospital 

Ambulance Base 

TOTAL 

1 ,250 ,000 

1 ,750 ,000 

2 , 2 5 0 , 0 0 0 

1 ,750 ,000 

1 ,750 ,000 

1 ,750 ,000 

2 , 2 5 0 , 0 0 0 

1 ,250 ,000 

1 ,250 ,000 

1 ,250 ,000 

1 6 , 5 0 0 , 0 0 0 

7 9 0 , 0 0 0 

400,000 

£ 2 6 , 6 5 1 , 0 0 0 

(7) 



Sale of Lands 
£ 

Proceeds Received (page 9) 4,551,985 

Less Projects already funded (page 10) 1,053,552 

Net Proceeds £3.498,433 

Insurance Proceeds 

Proceeds from Insurance claims (page 11) 592,749 

Less Projects already funded (page 12) 145,128 

£447,621 

(8) 



SALE OF LAND PROCEEDS 

LOCATION Amount Due/Received 

Tinahealy (Part of Health Centre site) 1,606 

Bless ington (Doctor's Residence) 4 8 , 0 0 0 

Ba rnda r r ig (Doctor's Residence) 1 5 , 1 9 7 

191 Pearse s t reet (Health Centre) 1 3 5 , 9 0 0 

Clonskeagh (Staff residence) 1 2 8 , 4 1 9 

E m m e t Road (Health Centre) 2 6 , 8 0 0 

9 Nicholas Street (Site) 9 , 0 0 0 

West Essex Street (Site) 3 2 , 0 0 0 

Stillorgan (Part of Health Centre site) 1 1 6 , 0 0 0 

J o h n s t o w n Bridge (3 lots) 3 3 , 7 5 0 

Erec t House 2 , 6 3 1 

S t L o m a n ' s 3 9 , 8 3 3 

Tonlegee Road 8 , 8 0 0 

Ballylowen 2 , 7 1 9 

Rush 1,500 

Fitzgibbon Bathing Place 5 0 0 

S t Clares 4 3 , 5 0 6 

Clonskeagh 1 1 , 8 4 0 

Cherry Orchard 3 8 9 , 4 8 4 

NavanRoad 3 , 4 2 5 , 0 0 0 

Land at Rush Health Centre 1,500 

Moore Park Newbridge 4 5 , 0 0 0 

Wyattville Road 1 4 , 5 0 0 

Kiosk - Drimnagh 3 , 5 0 0 

Land at J.C.M. 15,000 

TOTAL £ 4 , 5 5 1 , 9 8 5 

(9) 



ALREADY FUNDED FROM SALE OF LAND 

Community Care £ 

Har ts town 7 9 , 8 5 0 

Blessington Health Centre 3 0 , 2 7 5 

Clane Health Centre 1 3 , 3 7 9 

Cast ledermot Health Centre 2 , 1 2 5 

Cabinteely Health Centre 9 7 , 2 1 5 

Ske r r i e s 1 2 , 6 8 4 

Malahide 6 , 2 4 9 

Tivoli Road 3 1 , 6 0 0 

Kilmeague 3 2 0 

Admin HQ Clonskeagh 2 5 7 , 1 6 4 

TOTAL 5 3 0 , 8 6 1 

Special Hospital Care 

Donabate 8 1 0 

TOTAL 8 1 0 

General Hospital Care 

Cherry Orchard 4 1 , 9 6 8 

Clonskeagh 2 4 7 , 9 7 7 

St Mary's Chronic Sick Unit 2 3 1 , 9 3 6 

TOTAL 5 2 1 , 8 8 1 

TOTAL WORKS ALREADY FUNDED £ 1 , 0 5 3 , 5 5 2 

(10) 



INSURANCE PROCEEDS 

COMMUNITY CARE 

LOCATION 

Edenmore Heal th Centre 

Kilbarrack 

Cromcast le 

Coolock 

West Essex Street 

Cabinteely Health Centre 

Lord Edward Street 

Cabra 

Marino 

Kil lester 

Baggot Street 

TOTAL 

Amount Due /Received 

£ 

1 0 , 0 0 0 

4 3 , 2 9 6 

3 2 , 1 9 6 

3 2 , 8 7 1 

9 7 , 5 8 8 

6 4 , 0 7 4 

6 0 , 0 0 0 

7 5 , 2 0 0 

2 1 , 0 0 7 

2 , 0 0 0 

14,892 

4 5 3 , 1 2 4 

SPECIAL HOSPITAL CARE 

LOCATION 

St Brendan ' s 

Fire - St Loman's 

TOTAL 

LOCATION 

Regina Coeli 

Amount Due/Received 

£ 

1 1 , 6 2 5 

2 4 , 5 0 0 

3 6 , 1 2 5 

GENERAL HOSPITAL CARE 

Amount Due/Received 

£ 0 0 0 

1 0 3 , 5 0 0 

Total Insurance Proceeds £ 5 9 2 , 7 4 9 

(11 ) 



ALREADY FUNDED FROM INSURANCE PROCEEDS 

COMMUNITY CARE 

£ 

Edenmore Health Centre 6 , 5 9 1 

Marino Health Centre 4 2 , 9 2 8 

Inchicore Heal th Cent re 70 .948 

TOTAL 1 2 0 , 4 6 7 

ALREADY FUNDED FROM INSURANCE PROCEEDS 

SPECIAL HOSPITALS 

St. Loman's 2 4 , 6 6 1 

TOTAL 2 4 , 6 6 1 

(12 ) 



UNFUNDED BALANCES AS AT 31/12/89 

CENTRAL SERVICES 

Ambulance Control Centre 

Ambulance Training 

TOTAL 

Dr. 

£ 

1,850 

Cr. 

£ 

1 1 , 8 4 8 

£ 1 . 8 5 0 £ 1 1 , 8 4 8 

NET £ 9 , 9 9 8 cr 

(13) 



UNFUNDED BALANCES AS AT 3 1 / 1 2 / 8 9 

COMMUNITY CARE 

LOCATION 

Lambe Alley 

Voluntary Organisat ions 

Ballinteer Heal th Cent re 

Cardiffsbridge Heal th Centre 

Naas Health Centre 

Swords Heal th Centre 

Shillelagh Heal th Cent re 

Leixlip Heal th Centre 

Palmers town Health Cent re 

For tunes town Health Cent re 

D u n Laoghaire 

Bar r indar r ig Health Cent re 

Basin Street 

Womens Aid 

Weaver Square 

Aughr im Heal th Cent re 

Be lcamp 

Small Communi ty Care Premises 

Glasthuie Day Centre 

Joyce House 

Kilmeague Health Cent re 

Te renure Road North 

TOTAL 

Dr 

£ 

1 7 , 5 3 9 

2 , 0 9 1 

16 

1 2 , 9 3 6 

3 , 7 9 1 

1,497 

9 , 0 7 8 

4 7 

2 0 0 

3 9 

7 , 9 4 9 

6 , 0 0 9 

1,143 

162 

9 , 6 1 0 

3 , 9 0 2 

36 ,896 

1 1 2 , 9 0 5 

NET £ 3 4 , 5 0 2 

Cr 

£ 

5 4 , 8 7 4 

7 , 0 4 2 

1 5 , 6 6 2 

2 0 

8 0 5 

7 8 , 4 0 3 

(14) 



UNFUNDED BALANCES AS AT 3 1 / 1 2 / 8 9 

SPECIAL HOSPITAL CARE 

Dr Cr 

LOCATION £ £ 

Sleepy Hollow 
St Brendan's No 2 
St Brendan's - Toilets 
St Brendan's - Fuel 
St Brendan's - Annex 
St Brendan's - Fire Alarm 

St Brendan's - Minor Capital 83 
St Ita's - Female Chronic Block 
St Ita's - Upgrading 
St Ita's - Minor Capital 83 
St Loman's Day Hospital 

Newcastle Minor Capital 83 
An Lar, Bray 

Vergemount Psy. Clinic 
Laundry Upgrading 

Mount Pleasant Square 
St Dympna's Unit 
Grosvenor Road 

St Loman's Minor Capital 84 

1,000. 
2,955 
3,570 

2,066 
646 

7,275 

2,798 
52,979 
14,721 
16,542 
3,197 

9,006 
14,000 

5,546 
25,984 

5 5 

643 
475. 

60,879 

(15) 



SPECIAL HOSPITAL CARE continued 

Dr 

LOCATION £ 

St Loman's Minor Capital 85 

Newcastle Minor Capital 85 1,753 

Section 65 Capital 1 3 0 

St Ita's U.V.W. 5 4 , 6 1 5 

5 Grace Park Gardens 3 9 , 0 0 0 

Armagh Road 2 8 , 5 5 1 

St Brendan ' s Minor Capital 86 3 6 , 5 1 2 

Aylmer Road 1 1 , 5 0 5 

Larina House, Maynooth 1 3 , 1 0 0 

Boghall Road 1 2 3 , 6 9 6 

Unit 9 J .C.M. Hospital 1 4 1 , 5 9 3 

St Loman's Boilerhouse 5 , 1 4 4 

Boden Park 7 1 1 

Milltown Boys National Scho>ol 5 3 , 0 0 0 

Verville Ret rea t 2 5 0 , 0 0 0 

TOTAL 9 8 3 , 6 4 7 60 

NEST £ 9 2 3 , 1 0 0 

(16) 



UNFUNDED BALANCES AS AT 3 1 / 1 2 / 9 0 

GENERAL HOSPITAL CARE 

Dr Cr 

LOCATION £ £ 

Bru Chaoimhin - Lifts 3 6 , 2 1 4 

Clonskeagh Dining Room 2 , 5 1 7 

Cherry Orchard Minor Capital 82 1,474 

Bru Chaoimhin Minor Capital 84 3 , 8 2 0 

TOTAL 4 2 , 5 5 1 1,474. 

NET £ 4 1 , 0 7 7 

(17) 



PROPERTY DISPOSAL PROPOSALS 

Possible funding available in the short, medium and long term through proposed property 
disposals are analysed as follows:-

(1) SHORT TERM 

Staff Houses located at Red/Grey Square. St Ita's. Por t rane 

Staff Houses located at Grangegorman/Marne Villas. St Brendan ' s Hospital 

Site at Drumcondra Health Centre 

Edenmore Site 

House at High Street. Wicklow 

Wayleave at Cherry Orchard Hospital 

30. 3 1 , 32. 33 Mount Pleasant Square. Rathmines 

St Dominies. Main Street, Tallaght 

Land at St Loman's Hospital 

Former DMO Residence, Aughrim, Co Wicklow 

Total Value of Short Term Proposals: £ 3 , 1 3 3 , 5 0 0 

(2 ) MEDIUM TERM 

(3 ) 

Lower House Site at St Brendan 's Hospital 

Site at Lissenhall, Swords, Co Dublin 

Health Centre, Main Street. Swords. Co Dublin 

Site at St Columcille's Hospital 

Site at Lord Edward Street 

Total Value of Medium Term Proposals: 

LONG TERM 

£ 3 , 1 0 0 , 0 0 0 

» 

St Brendan ' s Complex 

St Ita 's Hospital 

St Loman's Hospital 

Cherry Orchard Hospital 

(West Side only) 

(Part of) 

(Part of) 

(Part of) 

J a m e s Connolly, Blanchardslown (Part of) 

c.55 acres 

c.35 acres 

c.22 acres 

c.25 acres 

c.50 acres 

Under current valuations and based on the 
various lands being acceptable for residential 
purposes, these lands would have a combined 
Current vaJuation of: £20.700.000" 

(18) 



In a discussion in relation to medium term (3-5 years) proposals 
the possible advantage of some of these was noted. It was noted 
that all proposals to dispose of property are discussed at meeting s 
of the Budget Working Group prior to their submission for formal 
Board approval in accordance with the provisions of Section 83 of 
the Local Government Act, 1946. 

It was also noted that some of the properties listed in the medium 
term ( 3 - 5 years) and long-term (5 years plus) proposals may 
appreciate in the interval. 

With regard to the funding of our Board's capital priorities it was 
noted that it is intended to try and secure the agreement of the 
Minister and the Department of Health in the matter of £ for £ 
funding over the medium and long term from public capital funds. 

The agreement, in principle, of our Board to the possible disposals 
of the properties listed would enable us to gain approval to proceed 
with the necessary design and planning work for a number of our 
capital projects. 

It was also noted that, rather than reducing our assets, the re
investment of the proceeds of disposals would enhance their value 
and provide more suitable facilities in better locations in the future. 

Following the discussion to which all the members contributed and 
to which the Chief Executive Officer and Mr. P. Doyle, Estate 
Manager replied, it was agreed to recommend the report to the 
Board for adoption. 

A proposal by Cllr. Carroll that no development should take place in 
relation to the lands at St. Columcille's Hospital for a period of five 
years was not seconded. He requested that his dissent be recorded 
in relation to any proposal to dispose of property at St. Columcille's 
Hospital within that time period. 

1st May, 1990 Austin F. Groome, 
CHAIRMAN. 



< 
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EASTERN HEALTH BOARD 

Minutes of proceedings of monthly meeting 
held on 

Thursday 7th June, 1990 at 6.00 p.m. 
in 

St. Colman's Hospital, Rathdrum, Co. Wicklow 

Present 

Mrs. B. Bonar 
Cllr. I. Callely, T.D. 
Dr. R. Corcoran 
Dr. P. Devitt 
Cllr. P. D u n n e 
Cllr. M. G a n n o n 
Cllr. A. Groome 
Dr. R Hawkins 
Cllr. F. Hynes 
Cllr. T. Keenan 
Mr. G. McGuire 
Ms. M. Nealon 
Dr. B. O'Herlihy 

Cllr. B. Briscoe, T.D. 
Cllr. M. Carroll 
Mrs. D. Clune 
Cllr. J . Dillon Byrne 
Cllr. B.J. Durkan , T.D. 
Cllr. A. Glenn 
Cllr. W.J . Harvey 
Cllr. P. Hickey 
Dr. D.I. Keane 
Dr. P. McCarthy 
Cllr. C. Murphy 
Dr. J. O'Boyle 
Cllr. J. Reilly 

Apologies 

Prof. J . S . Doyle, Cllr. Dr. D. Fitzpatrick 

In the Chair 

Cllr. Aust in Groome 

Officers in Attendance 

Mr. K.J. Hickey, Chief Executive Officer 
Mr. M. Walsh, Programme Manager, Special Hospital Care 
Mr. J . Doyle, A/Programme Manager, Communi ty Care 
Mr. S. O'Brien, A/Programme Manager, General Hospital Care 
Prof. B. O'Donnell, Dublin Medical Officer of Health 
Mr. G. Brennan , Technical Services Officer 
Mr. M. Gallagher, Finance Officer 
Ms. M. Kelly, A/Personnel Officer 
Mr. M. O'Connor, Secretary 



07/06/1990 58 

43/1990 
CONDOLENCE 

On the proposal of the Chairman a vote of sympathy was passed with Mr. Martin 
Buckley, Management Services Department, on the death of his father. 

44/1990 

CHAIRMAN'S BUSINESS 

The Chairman read the following report which was noted by the Board:-

"1. Deputation re. Housing Needs 

At the December meeting of our Board, the following members were 
nominated to form a deputation to meet with the City and County Manager 
and the Housing Officers of Dublin Corporation, Dublin County Council and 
Dun Laoghaire Borough Corporation to discuss the long-term housing 
accommodation needs of the homeless and other disadvantaged groups, 
including the elderly: 

Cllr. A. Groome (Chairman) 
Cllr. M. Gannon 
Cllr. F. Hynes 
Mr. G. McGuire 
Mrs. D. Clune 
Cllr. W. Harvey 
Cllr P. Hickey 
Cllr. M. Carroll 
Cllr. J. Dillon Byrne 
Cllr. P. Dunne 

Arrangements are being made for a joint meeting between the 
representatives of our Board and the three Dublin Housing Authorities and, 
in this regard, we have been requested to include City Council 
representatives on our Board's deputation. With the members' agreement it 
is proposed to include the name of Alderman Alexis FitzGerald, as the mover 
of the original motion. 

2. Annual Meeting 

It is proposed to hold the Annual Meeting of our Board on Thursday 5th July, 
1990 at 6 p.m. in the Boardroom, St. Mary's Hospital, Chapelizod. The 
Annual Meeting will be followed by the monthly meeting at 6.30 p.m. 

a Bray Wanderers FAI Cup Success 1990 

The manager of the successful Bray Wanderers team, Mr. Pat Devlin, is 
employed by our Board and I am sure that members would wish to join with 
me and extend our Board's heartiest congratulations to Mr. Devlin and his 
team on their success which has brought the FAI Cup to Co. Wicklow for the 
first time. 



59 07/06/1990 

4. In response to a request from a number of members it is 
proposed to hold a special meeting of our Board on Wednesday 20th June at 
6.00 p.m. in the Boardroom, St. Mary's Hospital to consider the incidence of 
non-marital births and the implications for our services." 

Members agreed that the special meeting should be held on Thursday 21st 
June and that the June meeting of the General Hospital Care Programme 
Committee should be held on 19th June. 

It was agreed that the following members should be included in the 
deputation to discuss housing needs:-

Cllr. B. Briscoe, T.D. 
Cllr. I. Callely, T.D. 
Cllr. A. Glenn 

45/1990 
CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF MONTHLY MEETING HELD ON 3RD MAY, 1990 

The minutes of the monthly meeting held on 3rd May, 1990, having been circulated, 
were confirmed on a proposal by Cllr. Gannon, seconded by Cllr. Carroll. 

46/1990 
QUESTIONS TO THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

On a proposal by Dr. Hawkins, seconded by Mr. McGuire, it was agreed to answer the 
questions that had been lodged. 

(i) Dr. P. Devitt 

"What is the Board's position on the recent submission of 
the HIV/AIDS sub-committee of Irish College of General 
Practitioners with respect to a G.P. fellowship as an 
intrinsic part of the Board's drop in HIV/AIDS Clinics". 

Reply 

This has been under consideration in the context of the further development 
of an integrated programme related to HIV infection and AIDS in Dublin 
which is currently the subject of discussions with the Department of Health. 

The submission in question was from a general practitioner attached to the 
Department of General Practice of the Royal College of Surgeons in Ireland 
and he has been advised of the current position regarding his proposal. 

(ii) Cllrs. C. Murphy, T. Keenan, F. Hynes and D. Roche T.D. 

"Could the Chief Executive Officer report to the Board 

(i) the brief, as prepared, for the Health Centre at Bray 

(ii) the target date for submission of this brief to the 
Department of Health 
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(iii) the likelihood of a design team being appointed for 
this centre 

(iv) an anticipated building construction year: or 

(v) alternatively the utilization of the Arklow Health Centre, 
plans, in Bray, to short-cut the process ?." 

Reply 

The provision of a new building to replace the existing Bray Health Centre has been 
included in our Board's capital priority proposals since 1983, and has been accepted 
by the Department of Health as one of our Board's top five priorities for Health 
Centres. 

{i} A preliminary brief has been prepared, including a schedule of 
accommodation, providing for a building of some 6,500 square feet to 
accommodate medical, nursing, dental, social work, environmental health 
and supplementary welfare services. 

The building is intended to serve a population of up to 30,000 people in Bray 
and the surrounding area. A number of factors will have a bearing on the 
final brief e.g. the necessity to provide some of the accommodation at first 
floor level, the future location of the Bray Old Folks Club and possible 
adjustments to the frontage of the site. 

{ii} The brief can be completed at short notice on an indication from the 
Department of Health that the requisite planning process can proceed and 
this, in turn, involves the commitment of the necessary capital resources to 
the project. 

{iii} The appointment of a design teaim, which will require the approval of the 
Department of Health, can be made as soon as the necessary capital 
resources have been committed to the project. 

{iv} The building could be completed iin a period of 2 years from appointment of 
the design team. 

{v) The Arklow Health Centre (4,000 sq. ft.) was designed to serve a population of 
about half the size of the population which the Bray centre (6,500 sq ft) will 
serve. It is a single storey building which was not designed for extension by 
the addition of an upper storey. 
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(iii) Mr. O. McGuire 

"Could you please specify what overtime payments were paid to staff for 1989 
and could you illustrate what category of staff were in receipt of same." 

Reply 

During 1989, an amount of £ 1.9m was paid to staff in respect of overtime 
worked during that year. 

The categories of staff in receipt of overtime were as follows:-

Medical (N.C.H.D.'S) 
Nursing 
Attendants (C.M.H.) 
Ambulance 
Engineering 
Clerical and Administrative 
Dental 

In accordance with Board budget policy continuing efforts are being made to 
reduce the level of overtime to the absolute minimum. 

(iv) Mrs. B. Bonar 

"Which public or private hospitals in the Eastern Health Board area are 
holders of G.M.S. contracts ?" 

Reply 

No public or private hospitals in our Board's area have G.M.S. Contracts. 

However, the Board has a contract with an individual pharmacist who 
operates a retail pharmacy within a private hospital." 

47/1990 

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER'S REPORT 

The Chief Executive Officer read the following report which was noted by the Board:-

1. Supplementary Welfare Allowance Back to School Clothing Scheme 
I have circulated, with the correspondence for the meeting, copies of Circular 
S.A. 3 /90 from the Department of Social Welfare regarding the 
Supplementary Welfare Allowance Back to School Clothing Scheme which 
will operate during 1990 and which will replace the existing Footwear 
Scheme and the exceptional needs payments made towards school uniforms. 

2, MMR Vaccination Programme 

I have also circulated with the correspondence for the meeting copies of 
letter dated 24th May, 1990 from the Department of Health regarding the 



continuation of the MMR Vaccination Programme. The Programme will 
continue to be the subject of on-going review in the light of up-take levels and 
reported incidence of these diseases. 

Charges in respect of private and semi-private accommodation in public 
hospitals 

I have also circulated with the correspondence for the meeting copies of 
Circular no. 6/90 dated 25th May, 1990 from the Department of Health 
notifying revised rates of charges in respect of private and semi-private 
accommodation in public hospitals with effect from 1st July, 1990. 

*999' Emergency Ambulance Control 

The resolution adopted by our Board at last month's meeting was duly 
communicated to the Minister for Health and to each member of the Cabinet 
as requested. 

Since that time further developments have taken place at Government level 
and I took the opportunity of personally briefing Board members on these at 
the meeting of the Community Care Committee which took place in 
Clonskeagh on Thursday 24th May last. 

I have now circulated for the information of members, a copy of a letter and 
enclosures received by me from the Department of Health on 29th May 
advising me of the terms of the Government's decision in this matter, which 
are as follows:-

(1) the control function for "999" Ambulance calls in Dublin should 
revert to the Dublin Fire Brigade Centre at Tara Street, Dublin (from 
the Eastern Health Board) as soon as practicable and without 
prejudice to (2) and (3) below, 

[2] Mr. David Kennedy should be asked to carry out an immediate 
examination of the control and communication arrangements for 
the Ambulance Service in the Eastern Health Board area, including 
communication with the hospitals, with a view to making a 
recommendation as to the permanent arrangements to be put in place 
for control of the service, 

(3] following Mr. Kennedy's examination, discussions should then take 
place on the basis of his report {within a 2 month period} between 
Dublin Corporation and the Eastern Health Board under the aegis of 
the Local Government Staff Negotiations Board, if appropriate, with 
a view to resolving any outstanding industrial relations problems, 
and 

[4] the matter should be brought before the Government at the end of this 
period. 

Dr. Steevens Hospital Project 

Our Board's proposals in relation to this project have been the subject of 
recent discussions with officers of the Department of Health. 
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Further discussions will be necessary which are likely to involve some 
modifications to the details of the proposals already submitted by our Board. 
The Committee of our Board appointed to deal with the Dr. Steevens Project 
will meet on 15th June next and will be kept fully informed regarding 
current discussions. The outcome of same will be reported, through the 
Committee, to the Board at the earliest opportunity. 

61 Tallaght Hospital Board - Appointment 

I wish to inform members that the Minister for Health has recently 
appointed Mr. Seamus O'Brien, Acting Programme Manager, General 
Hospital Care, to be a member of the Tallaght Hospital Board for the period 
ending on 28th May, 1993 or until the commissioning day of the Hospital, 
whichever first occurs. 

7. Aughrim Dispensary Residence 

It is proposed to dispose of the former Dispensary Residence at Aughrim, Co. 
Wicklow, which is no longer required for the purposes of our Board. The 
disposal is recommended by the Budget Working Group. 

In accordance with the usual practice a Section 83 notice will be issued for 
consideration by our Board at the July meeting. 

8. Income limit for Category U health services 

I have also circulated with the correspondence for the meeting copies of 
letter dated 25th May, 1990 from the Department of Health enclosing a copy 
of the Health Services (Amendment) Regulations 1990 which raise the 
income limit for Category II health services from £16,000 to £16,700 with 
effect from 1st June, 1990." 

At the request of Dr. Hawkins, it was agreed to a report to the next meeting of the 
Community Care Programme Committee regarding plans for the implementation of 
theMMR Vaccination Programme. 

The position regarding the "999" Emergency Ambulance Control as reported by the 
Chief Executive Officer, was noted and, in relation to the Board's resolution at the 
May meeting, it was decided to await the outcome of the examination by Mr. 
Kennedy referred to above. 

48/1990 
TEMPORARY BORROWING 

The following report no. 6/1990 from the Chief Executive Officer was submitted:-

T h e approval of the Board to borrowing by way of overdraft during the period 
ending on 30th September, 1990 to a maximum of £6m is requested." 

On a proposal by Mrs. Clune, seconded by Dr. Hawkins, it was agreed to adopt the 
proposal contained in the Report 
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49/1990 
PROGRAMME COMMITTEES - MEMBERSHIP 

The following report no. 7/1990 from the Chief Executive Officer was submitted:-

"The annual rotation of members of the Programme Committees has been effected 
as provided for in our Board's Standing Orders. The revised membership is shown 
on the attached sheet. 

Standing Orders provide that members w/ho wish to exchange Committee 
membership may make one such exchange (by direct transfer) and that they shall 
jointly notify the Secretary to this effect inot later than the third Thursday in June 
i.e. 21st June, 1990. 

The final membership lists will be circulated with the agenda for the annual meeting for 
formal confirmation by our Board." 

The report was noted. 

50/1990 

BUDGET WORKING GROUP - MEMBERSHIP 

The following report no. 8/1990 from the Chief Executive Officer was submitted:-

"The current membership of the Budget Working Group is as follows: -

Cllr. A. Groome (Chairman) 
Cllr. I. Callely, T.D. 
Mrs. D. Clune 
Cllr. P. Dunne 
Cllr. F. Hynes 
Cllr. P. Hickey 
Ms. M. Nealon 
Dr. B. O'Herlihy 
Cllr. J. Reilly 
Cllr. M. Carroll 
Dr. R. Corcoran 
Dr. P. McCarthy 
Dr. J. O'Boyle 

Our Board's Standing Orders provide that the Budget Working Group shall consist of 

[a] A core group of nine members who shall serve for their full five year term of 
office, and 

[b] A group of four members who shall change each year and be appointed at the 
annual meeting of the Board. 

In accordance with the requirements of Standing Orders nominations for the four 
places at [b] shall be taken at the June meeting of the Board. If more than four 
nominations are made, the four members for appointment to the Budget Working 
Group shall be elected at the annual meeting in July." 

[al 1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 

[b] 10. 
11. 
12. 
13. 



65 07/06/1990 

The following members were nominated for the four places  

1. Cllr. M. Gannon 
2. Mr. G. McGuire 
3. Dr. DJ. Keane 
4. Cllr. T. Keenan 

Following a discussion on the resolution which had been adopted at the April 
meeting of our Board regarding the restriction of members to serving on a 
maximum of four committees or hospital boards etc., and which, on legal advice, 
was re-submitted for the May meeting as a proposal to amend Standing Orders (and 
subsequently withdrawn), to which Deputy Durkan and the Chairman contributed 
and to which the Chief Executive Officer replied, it was agreed to ask the Law Agent 
to consider the matterfurther and to elaborate on the advice which he had already 
given. 

51/1990 
REQUEST FOR CONSENT TO SUB-LEASE FROM ST. JAMES'S HOSPITAL BOARD 

The following report no. 9/1990 was submitted:-

"A request has been received from St. James's Hospital Board for our Board's 
consent to the granting of a sub-lease to the Electricity Supply Board of a small plot 
of ground (2.75m x 4.25m) for the construction of a sub-station. 

Clause 2.11 of the Lease dated 15th April, 1974 between our Board and St. James's 
Hospital Board provides that the Hospital Board shall not assign, sub-let or part 
with possession of the premises or any part thereof without the consent in writing 
of our Board, which shall not be unreasonably withheld. 

The request has been considered by the Budget Working Group who recommend that 
our Board should give its consent to the sub-lease." 

On a proposal by Mr. McGuire, seconded by Cllr. Gannon, the grant of a sub-lease 
from St. James's Hospital Board to the Electricity Supply Board was agreed. 

52/1990 
DRAFT BOARDING-OUT REGULATIONS 

The following report no. 10/1990 from the Chief Executive Officer was submitted:-

"We have been requested by the Department of Health for comments on the enclosed 
draft Boarding Out Regulations proposed under Section 11 of the Health (Nursing 
Homes) Bill, 1989.. 

It is proposed to submit the following observations to the Department of Health, 
together with additional comments which members may wish to make:-

• Adequate arrangements should be made to facilitate a patient in the practice 
of his or her religion. (Section 4) 

• There is no reference to the requirement to have suitable bath and/or shower 
facilities, and toilet facilities where a person is to be boarded-out. 
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• The "arrangement" referred to shiould be more formal and be subject to 
contract as in the case of children "boarded-out" 

• It is important that the suitability of the person with whom people will be 
boarded-out be assured in advamce of placement (in addition to the 
suitability of the premises) by requiring that references be produced from 
suitable people (Doctors, Clergy, etc.) in the community where the premises 
are situated." 

On a proposal by Cllr. Dunne, seconded toy Cllr. Reilly, the report was agreed. 

53/1990 
PROGRESS REPORTS FROM PROGRAMME COMMITTEES 

L Special Hospital Care Programme Committee 

On a proposal by Mrs. Clune, seconded by Cllr. Dunne, it was agreed to adopt 
the report. 

The following matters were dealt with in the report: -

[a] Gheel Premises 

[b] Premises at Seville Place 

[c] Family Counselling Training Scheme 

[d] Unit for Alcoholism, Tallaght 

[e] Services for the Aged - Presentation by Dr. Wrigley 

[f] Central Mental Hospital 

2. General Hospital Care Programme Committee 

On a proposal by Dr. O'Herlihy, seconded by Cllr. Carroll it was agreed to 
adopt the report. 

The following matters were dealt with in the report:-

[a] Progress report on new Ps;ychiatric Unit at Naas General Hospital 

[b] Progress report on new Daiy Room at District Hospital, Baltinglass 

[c] Orthopaedic and Anaesthetic services in St. Columcille's Hospital 

[d] Consultant posts at Jame^s Connolly Memorial Hospital, 
Blanchardstown 

[e] "999" Emergency Ambulanice Requests 

[f] Out-patient appointments system patient charter and patients feed
back mechanism 

[g] Report on services at St. Mlary's Hospital 
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[h] Progress report on general practi t ioner access scheme, St. Vincent 's 
Hospital , Athy 

[i] The need for sheltered hous ing in the communi ty for elderly people. 

3. Community Care Programme Committee 

On a proposal by Mr. McGuire, seconded by Cllr. Reilly, it was agreed to adopt 
the report. 

The following ma t t e r s were dealt with in the report:-

[a] Communi ty Mothers Programme 

[b] Proposals for an extension of services for the elderly in response to 
the special allocation notified by the Depar tment of Heal th 

[c] Update reports on the Rape Crisis Centre and "999" Emergency 
Ambulance Calls Sys tem 

54 /1990 
NOTICES OF MOTION 

1. The mot ion in the n a m e of Cllr. J. Dillon Byrne regarding alternative a n d 
complementary medicine w a s deferred to the J u l y meeting. 

2. The following motion in the n a m e of Cllr. Dr. D. Fitzpatrick, T.D., was , at 
h i s request , moved for a report to the General Hospital Care Programme 
Commit tee :-

"That a min ibus service be provided from one of the gates of the Phoenix 
Park, to St. Mary's Hospital to allow visitors who have no t r anspor t of their 
own to visit relatives in the hospital . Owing to the isolation of the hospital , 
especially in winter evenings, visitors in m a n y cases are afraid to walk 
th rough the p a r k to the hospital ." 

55 /1990 
CORRESPONDENCE 

Four i tems of correspondence, as referred to in the Chief Executive Officer's Report, 
which h a d been circulated were noted. 

56 /1990 
OTHER BUSINESS 

Cllr. Glenn referred to a post card which she had received regarding the condition of 
St. Helena 's in Finglas. Following a discussion to which Cllr. Glenn a n d Cllr. 
Gannon contr ibuted, and to which the Chief Executive Officer replied, it was agreed 
to report to the Communi ty Care Programme Committee regarding the s teps which 
h a d been taken , and which were planned, in relation to the ma in t enance of the 
house. 
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Dr. Hawkins referred to his recent visit to the mortuary at St. James's Hospital and 
expressed his concern in relation to the limitations in the available facilities. At 
his request, members asked the Chief Executive Officer to write to St. James's 
Hospital Board conveying their concern in this matter. 

The meeting concluded at 7.00 p.m. 

Correct: K. J. Hickey, 
Chief Executive Officer. 

CHAIRMAN 



69 21/06/1990 

EASTERN HEALTH BOARD 

Minutes of proceedings of Special Meeting 
held in 

The Boardroom, St, Mary's Hosptial, Chapelizod, Dublin 20 
on 

Thursday 21st June, 1990 at 4.30 p.m. 

Present 

Sen. O. Bennett Mrs. B. Bonar 
Cllr. B. Briscoe, T.D. Cllr. I. Callely, T.D. 
Cllr. M. Carroll Dr. R. Corcoran 
Mrs. D. Clune Cllr. J. Dillon Byrne 
Cllr. P. Dunne Cllr. Dr. D. Fitzpatrick, T.D. 
Cllr. M. Gannon Cllr. A. Groome 
Cllr. T. Keenan Dr. P. McCarthy 
Mr. G. McGuire Cllr. C. Murphy 
Dr. B. O'Herlihy Cllr. J. Reilly 

Apologies 

Prof. J .S. Doyle, Prof. J. McCormick 

In the Chair 

Cllr. Austin Groome 

Officers in Attendance 

Mr. K.J. Hickey, Chief Executive Officer 
Mr. F.J. Donohue, Programme Manager, Special Assignments 
Mr. M. Walsh, Programme Manager, Special Hospital Care 
Mr. J. Doyle, A/Programme Manager, Community Care 
Mr. S. O'Brien, A/Programme Manager, General Hospital Care 
Prof. B. O'Donnell, Dublin Medical Officer of Health 
Mr. M. Gallagher, Finance Officer 
Mr. M. O'Connor, Secretary 
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56/1990 
INCIDENCE OF NON-MARITAL BIRTHS AND SERVICE IMPLICATIONS 

A detailed report (copy filed with official minute) was circulated by the Chief 
Executive Officer. Following a discussion on the report to which Cllr. Carroll Mrs. 
Clune, Cllr. Murphy; Cllr. Reilly, Cllr. Keenan, Dr. O'Herlihy, Mrs. Bonar, Cllr. 
Dillon Byrne, Cllr. Dunne, Deputy Briscoe, Deputy Callely and Deputy Dr. 
Fitzpatrick contributed, and to which the Chief Executive Officer replied, it was 
proposed by Dr. O'Herlihy, seconded by Mrs. Clune, and agreed:-

Tha t the Eastern Health Board establish a group to draw up a preventive 
programme aimed at reducing the number of single parent pregnancies with 
particular reference to women under 20 years of age. The implementation of the 
programme to be targeted to electoral ward areas most at risk." 

Support was expressedfor [i] undertaking a survey of the special needs resulting 
from non-marital births and those resulting from separated parents as compared 
with the remainder of the population and [ii] the updating of a case control study of 
inner city single mothers which had been undertaken in 1984 to determine their 
uptake of child health services during the first year and their knowledge of, and 
attitude to, these services. 

57/1990 
HEADQUARTERS ACCOMMODATION 

The Chief Executive Officer's report, submitted following a meeting of the 
Committee appointed in connection with the preparation of plans for the 
adaptation of Dr. Steeven's Hospital (Copy filed with official minute) was, on a 
proposal by Cllr. Carroll seconded by Cllr. Dr. D. Fitzpatrick, T.D., adopted. 

The meeting concluded at 6.00 p.m. 

Correct: K.J. Hickey, 
Chief Executive Officer. 

Chairman 



EASTERN HEALTH BOARD 

SPECIAL MEETING 21ST JUNE, 1990 - REPORT ON NON-MARITAL BIRTHS 

INTRODUCTION 

1.1 At the meeting of the Community Care Programme Committee held on 22nd 
March, 1990 in Community Care Area 8 the Members, having noted the high 
percentage of non-marital births (18.2% of total births) agreed that this matter 
required further consideration. 

L2 Members will recall having received a copy of a report published by the 
Federation of Services for Unmarried Parents and their children entitled -
'Mothers Alone - A Study of Women Who Gave Birth Outside Marriage' which was 
referred for consideration by the Community Care Programme Committee 
during 1988. The principal objectives of this study were to gather information 
on selected characteristics of women who had non-marital births in Ireland in 
1983, their use of services and plans they had for their children. Information 
was collected on 4049 women which represented 89% of women who had non-
marital births in Ireland in 1983. 

2.1 As can be seen from the following graph the numbers of non-marital births as a 
percentage of total births in the State has been increasing steadily from 1960. 

BIRTHS OUTSIDE MARRIAGE AS A PERCENTAGE 
OF TOTAL BIRTHS:1942-1987 
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As can be seen from the above the number of births outside marriage as a 
percentage of total births for the Eastern Health Board area at 15.1% is well 
above the national average of 9.7 in 1986. In 1989 the figures are 18% for 
Eastern Health Board area as against a national figure of 12.7%. 

2.4 Within the Eastern Health Board there are also significant variations in the 
percentage of non-marital births as against total births between Community 
Care Areas. 

Table A attached sets out the total births, total non-marital births and the 
percentages of non-marital births for the different Community Care Areas for 
the years 1980, 1985, 1988, 1989. From the figures contained in the Table the 
following are particularly noteworthy: 

(a) Total number of births in the Eastern Health Board area decreased by 
29% between 1980 and 1989 whilst non-marital births increased by 
91% in the same period. 

(b) Non-marital births as a percentage of total births in the Eastern Health 
Board area increased from 7% to 18.8% in the period 1980 to 1989. 

(c) Significant variations appear in the percentages for non-marital 
births for the eight Dublin Community Care Areas. For instance in 
Community Care Area 7 the percentage figure for 1989 is 35.5%. 

2.5 There are no official figures available either in the Central Statistics Office or in 
the Registrar General's office, for the number of non-marital births which 
included the names of the fathers in the registrations. 

The following, however, shows the results of a sample survey of 3,000 birth 
registrations in 1989 which was carried out by the Superintendent Registrar's 
Office and which included 573 non-marital births: 

REGISTRATIONS REGISTRATIONS NOT TOTAL 
INCLUDING FATHER NCLUDING FATHER 

254 (44%) 319 (56%) 573 

3. IMPLICATIONS FOR SERVICES 

3.1 Unmarried Mothers Allowance (U.M.A.): 

The Unmarried Mothers Allowance is a weekly social welfare payment for 
single mothers living in the State who have a dependant child or children living 
with them, are not married or cohabiting and who satisfy a stringent means 
test. 

The indications are that a significant number of unmarried mothers claim the 
Unmarried Mothers Allowance but the majority appear to do so for a short 
period only. Of 52,563 births outside marriage between 1973 and 1986 the 
Allowance was being claimed in 1986 in respect only of 15,026 children, or 29% 
of the total. 

The scheme is administered by the Department of Social-Welfare. Every 
application is assessed by a social welfare officer to ensure the above criteria are 
fulfilled. This always necessitates a home visit. At 31st December, 1988 there 
were 15062 recipients of unmarried mothers allowance in the State. Table B 
attached sets out relevant statistics. 

- 3 -



TABLE A 

DUBLIN 

Community Care Area 1 

Community Care Area 2 

Community Care Area 3 

Community Care Area 4 

Community Care Area 5 

Community Care Area 6 

Community Care Area 7 

Community Care Area 8 

KILDARE 

WICKLOW 

TOTALS 

1980 

21276 

N/A 

2827 

2099 

26202 

TOTAL BIRTHS 

1985 

17646 

J 663 

1518 

1434 

2797 

2260 

2629 

N/A 

3301 

2466 

1829 

21941 

1988 

15139 

i66<S 

1475 

1241 

2296 

2089 

2382 

1706 

2349 

2208 

1533 

18880 

1989 

15058 

1695 

1534 

1175 

2009 

1965 

2200 

1552 

2838 

1889 

1566 

     1 18513 

NON-MARITAL BIRTHS 

1980 

1618 

N/A 

112 

126 

1856 

1985 

2480 

201 

168 

235 

314 

245 

328 

N/A 

241 

176 

195 

2857 

1988 

2879 

257 

276 

208 

353 

406 

493 

567 

331 

177 

221 

3277 

1989 

3090 

228 

266 

206 

365 

416 

461 

552 

516 

178 

213 

3481 

% OF TOTAL BIRTHS 

1980 

7.6 

N/A 

3.9 

6.0 

7.0 

1985 

14.1 

12.1 

11.1 

16.4 

11.2 

11.0 

12.5 

N/A 

7.3 

7.1 

10.7 

13.0 

1988 

19.0 

15.4 

18.7 

16.8 

14.2 

19.0 

20.7 

33.2 

14.1 

8.. 

14.4 

17.4 

1989 

21.0 

13.0 

17.3 

17.5 

18.2 

21.0 

21.0 

35.5 

18.2 

9.4 

13.6 

18.8 

BERTH REGISTRATIONS 

BIRTH NOTIFICATIONS 



TABLE C 

MEDICAL CARD HOLDERS - ANALYSIS FOR SINGLE MOTHERS 

COMMUNITY CARE AREA 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

TOTAL 

NO. WITH 
1 CHILD 

648 

647 

652 

1114 

920 

1150 

1169 

1233 

501 

620 

8654 

NO. WITH 
2 CHILDREN 

139 

144 

177 

369 

305 

326 

457 

290 

100 

147 

2454 

NO. WITH 
3 CHILDREN 

41 

40 

51 

149 

136 

131 

168 

109 

37 

45 

907 

NO. OVER 
3 CHILDREN 

18 

16 

32 

85 

99 

88 

99 

48 

31 

17 

533 

TOTAL 

846 

847 

912 

1717 

1460 

1695 

1893 

1680 

669 

829 

12548 



EASTERN HEALTH BOARD 

TITLE: Committee on Extra-marital Births. 

TERMS OF REFERENCE: 

The primary concern of the Committee shall be the health 
and welfare needs of single mothers, including separated 
wives, and their children. This would not normally include 
two-parent families in stable non-marital relationships. Within 
this context the Committee will: 

[i] draw up a preventive programme aimed at reducing the 
number of single mother pregnancies with particular 
reference to women under 20 years of age - such 
programme to be targetted at areas most at risk; 

[ii] update and extend to other areas the 1984 Case 
Study of inner city single mothers with the object of 
increasing uptake of maternal and child health 
services; 

[iii] undertake a survey of, and consider the special health 
and welfare needs resulting from, non-marital births 
and those resulting from separated parents as 
compared with the remainder of the population; 

[iv] consider any other such matters deemed to be 
relevant. 

CHAIRMANSHIP: Standing Orders provide that each 
Committee shall appoint a chairman and 
vice-chairman. 

24th July, 1990. 





EASTERN HEALTH BOARD 

Report on non-marital births 

IMPLICATIONS FOR SERVICES 

It is difficult to calculate accurately the impact single parent family units have on the 

services. Most such mothers now keep their child and often subsequently marry after the 

birth of the child, while others live in stable two partner relationships - with all the 

advantages that that entails. On the other hand, the separation of couples, including 

married couples, and the disadvantages to their children and remaining parent is also a 

major issue. 

Although hard data is not readily available, the impression is that unmarried mothers and 

their babies do require services to a greater extent than those from a stable married 

relationship. This involves a higher input from public health nurses, more frequent 

contact with child health clinics and perhaps more problems at school medicals, and also 

greater contact with the social worker service, apart from adoption related issues. The 

mobility of unmarried mothers can also cause difficulty in providing an ongoing 

consistent service support. A case could be made for a survey of the special needs resulting 

from non-marital births and those resulting from separated parents as compared with the 

remainder of the population. 

Single mothers are, frequently, younger (some in their early teens), less well educated, more 

deprived socially and economically and frequently have come from multi problem 

families themselves. Their youth alone puts them and their unborn babies at risk, and this 

risk is often compounded by lack of antenatal care. It is widely recognised that unmarried 

mothers have insufficient ante-natal care during pregnancy. They tend not to attend for 

examination until well into the pregnancy. Their infants when born often have a low birth 

weight. Because of this and the lack of ante-natal care the infants have a higher than 

average peri-natal mortality rate. (Peri-natal mortality = still births + deaths in first week 

of life) 

Uptake of preventive services e.g. immunisation, developmental checks is, in general, 

lower in single parent families, and this puts them at further disadvantage, e.g. children 

are more likely to develop measles, whooping cough etc. and to have undetected problems of 

development. 
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Because of their lack of general education, the task of health education, which falls to the 

public health nurses, is more difficult. In some local authority housing estates, where there 

is a huge concentration of single parent families, the number of families which each public 

health nurse deals with, is reduced. 

In disadvantaged areas, our social workers ,as well as our public health nurses, have to deal 

with the consequences of poor parenting skills, unstable relationships, drug abuse, neglect 

and abuse of children. The community welfare service naturally has to meet financial 

needs resulting from low income and poor budgetary skills. 

It is apparent that single parent families and their children, more than others, can be 

disadvantaged on virtually every health and social indicator and their increased needs 

span a wide spectrum of health and welfare services. 

Relevant findings from a Case Control Study of Inner City single mothers in 1984 to 

determine their uptake of Child Health Services during the first year, and their knowledge 

of, and attitude to, these services found: 

1] Poor education levels attained by single mothers - none of the study group attained 

third level 

2] Single mothers attended later for ante-natal classes than their married counter

parts 

3] There was a poor uptake of Child Health Services by the study group 

4J Uptake of the full schedule of immunisations was unsatisfactory 

5J 51% of single mothers of the study group had a previous pregnancy - live birth 

6] High mobility of single mothers. 

SERVICES AVAILABLE 

All births are notified to our Board by maternity hospitals, nursing homes and, in the case 

of home births, by registered midwives. All children from the Board's area are followed up 

by the Public Health Nursing service. Births of children living outside this Board's area are 

referred to the appropriate health board. 



Special attention has always been given to children of unmarried mothers. In the past this 

special attention was mainly to ensure the well being of children placed apart from their 

mothers. It is now largely concerned with ensuring that any children who might require 

special services or attention are identified as early as possible, since most children of 

unmarried mothers now remain with their parent or parents. Each non-marital birth is 

regarded as vulnerable until we are assured otherwise. This calls for extra visiting and 

monitoring. 

The services available for families and children, including those with single parents, 

include: 

1] Child Health Services (medical, nursing and para-medical) 

2] Social Work Services 

3] Day Care Services (Family Resource Centres, Day Nurseries etc.) 

4] Child & Family Development Programmes (Van Leer Project, Homestart, home 
management projects) Home Maker Services. 

Special supervised accommodation is made available for periods of time to ensure that the 

most vulnerable mothers can cope. 

Fostering and residential care services are available where children must be apart from 

their parents for short or long periods. Adoption services are also available where need for 

this is identified. 

21st June, 1990 KJ. Hickey 

Chief Executive Officer 
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Headquarters Accommodation 

A meeting of the Committee appointed in connection with the 
preparation of plans for the adaptation of Dr. Steeven's Hospital was 
held on 15th June at which a detailed report was considered. 

The proposals already approved by our Board in relation to the Dr. 
Steeven's Hospital Project involved a mortgage requirement of 
£5.3m. The Committee has now agreed to recommend to the 
Board that the mortgage requirement should be reduced to not 
more than £4m and this can be achieved by the following:-

1. Alternative financing arrangements for 
purchase of Dr. Steeven's Hospital £800 ,000 

2. Disposal of a site at rear of Dr. Steeven's 
Hospital £600 .000 

£1,400,000 

Members will recall that the servicing of the mortgage is to be met 
from savings on rents of some existing office premises and various 
savings on other existing overhead costs, i.e. the whole project is to 
be self-financing. 

Various discussions have taken place since the submission of our 
proposal to the Department of Health, and in considering the 
figures further in the light of those discussions, the Committee is 
satisfied that a much better margin will be available from overhead 
savings to cover the servicing of the mortgage if the amount of same 
is reduced as recommended above. 

20th June, 1990 K. J. Hickey 
Chief Executive Officer 
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EASTERN HEALTH BOARD 

Minutes of Proceedings of the 20th Annual Meeting 
of the Eastern Health Board, 

held in 
The Boardroom, St. Mary's Hospital, Chapelizod, Dublin 20 

on 
Thursday 5th July, 1990 at 3.00 p.m. 

Present 

Sen. O. Bennett Mrs. B. Bonar 
Cllr. B. Briscoe, T.D. Cllr. I. Callely, T.D. 
Cllr. M. Carroll Dr. R. Corcoran 
Mrs. D. Clune Cllr. J. Dillon Byrne 
Cllr. P. Dunne Cllr. Dr. D. Fitzpatrick, T.D. 
Cllr. C. Flood, T.D. Cllr. M. Gannon 
Cllr. A. Glenn Cllr. A. Groome 
Cllr. W.J. Harvey Cllr. P. Hickey 
Cllr. F. Hynes Cllr. T. Keenan 
Dr. P. McCarthy Mr. G. McGuire 
Cllr. C. Murphy Dr. J. O'Boyle 
Dr. B. O'Herlihy Cllr. J. Reilly 
Cllr. R Roche, T.D. 

Apologies 

Prof. J.S. Doyle, Cllr. B.J. Durkan, T.D., Prof. J. McCormick 

In the Chair 

Cllr. A. Groome 
Cllr. I. Callely, T.D. 

Officers in Attendance 

Mr. K.J. Hickey, Chief Executive Officer 
Mr. M. Walsh, Programme Manager, Special Hospital Care 
Mr. J. Doyle, A/Programme Manager, Community Care 
Mr. S. O'Brien, A/Programme Manager, General Hospital Care 
Mr. G. Brennan, Technical Services Officer 
Ms. M. Kelly, A/Personnel Officer 
Mr. M. O'Connor, Secretary 
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57/1990 
CHAIRMAN'S REPORT 1989/1990 

The Chairman read the following report which was noted by the Board: -

"At the commencement of the 20th Annual meeting of the Eastern Health Board and 
at the conclusion of my second year as Chairman of the Board, I would like to take 
this opportunity of reviewing the year since our last Annual Meeting. 

I am pleased to report that, during another year of tight financial constraint, our 
Board has succeeded in maintaining existing levels of service and in making 
selective improvements in some areas whilst at the same time complying with 
Government budgetary directives and achieving significant overhead savings as a 
result of a number of efficiency measures agreed by our Board. 

SPECIAL HOSPITAL CARE PROGRAMME 

During the past year the process of transferring services from an institutional to a 
community setting has continued and significant progress has been made in the 
development of a community infra-structure in the adult psychiatric services, the 
child psychiatric services, the psychiatry of old age and in the mental handicap 
services. 

Adult Psychiatric Services 

It is with great pleasure that I report the most significant development in the 
psychiatric services during the past year - the closure of the Lower House at St. 
Brendan's Hospital in December, 1989. This was the culmination of the gradual 
phasing down of facilities in St. Brendan's Hospital over a number of years. 
Because of its age and condition the Lower House had become totally unsuitable for 
the care of patients and more appropriate facilities were required for their care. The 
re-settlement team which was set up in 1987 developed an intensive rehabilitation 
and re-settlement programme which resulted in many long-term patients being 
placed in small pleasant group homes. Elderly patients were placed in new 
residential units in their own localities or in nursing environments more suited to 
their needs. Residents with a mental handicap were placed in facilities within the 
mental handicap service. 

Our hostel programme continued to expand during the year with the opening of 
hostels at Wyattville, Shankill, Grosvenor Road, Clontarf, Swords, Ballyboden, 
Howth Road and Arklow. In this connection, I am pleased to report that our Board 
has developed links with voluntary housing agencies who also provide 
accommodation for former psychiatric patients. 

Day care services are now provided in Day Hospitals, Day Centres, Mental Health 
Centres, Vocational Training Units and Sheltered Workshops and we have 17 Day 
Hospitals/Day Centres spread throughout our Board's area. 

I am pleased to report also that the Clondalkin Project, which aims to provide a 
comprehensive community based service with minimal reliance on hospital in
patient support is now working extremely well. 
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I am also pleased to report that agreement has been reached with the Board of St. 
Vincent's Hospital, Fairview and the Mater Hospital in relation to the integration 
of their psychiatric uni ts with our Board's service in the provision of a 
comprehensive service. 

In keeping with our Board's policy on the re-organisation of the alcoholism services 
on a community basis, units at Boghall Road, Bray and at Baggot Street Hospital 
came into operation during the past year. The second floor of the Mental Health 
Centre at Belgard Road, Tallaght has now been commissioned as an alcoholism unit 
for the western area. 

With regard to the Central Mental Hospital, Dundrum, I am very happy to report 
that, following discussions with the Departments of Health and Justice on the 
National Forensic Services based in the Central Mental Hospital, we have received 
assurances of their co-operation with our Board in the implementation of our 
policy in relation to the Central Mental Hospital. Agreement has also been reached 
with staff regarding the professional training of an appropriate number of staff and 
I am pleased to report that the first group of 10 have commenced their training on a 
3 year Psychiatric Nurse Training Course. 

With regard to the psychiatry of old age, I am glad to report that we propose to 
augment the services already established in North Dublin by a similar development 
in the South Dublin area. Facilities have already been commissioned at Tivoli 
Road, Dun Laoghaire and our plan is to further develop a specialist service for the 
South Dublin area and to appoint the necessary team, led by a further Consultant in 
the psychiatry of old age. The intention is to initiate this new service later this year 
with the aid of the special financial allocation made available by the Government 
for services for the elderly. 

With regard to child psychiatric services, I wish to report that there have been 
significant developments at community level since the extension of the services to 
Kildare and Wicklow. Clinics are now provided at Kill, Naas, Maynooth, Kildare, 
Athy, Wyattville, Bray, Arklow, Greystones, Finglas and Fairview. Residential 
facilities are provided at Warrenstown House, Courthall, Mulhuddart and James 
Connolly House. 

In relation to mental handicap services, I am pleased to record that significant 
progress has been made during the year in our Board's relationship with the major 
voluntary organisations. These organisations are working in a corporate manner 
with our Board's officers in the overall planning of the mental handicap services 
and in the co-ordination of the allocation of resources for the provision of a 
comprehensive service, both day and residential. In this connection it is worth 
noting that the co-operation I have referred to facilitated a submission to the 
Minister for Health for additional funding, as a result of which an additional £ lm. 
was made available this year for services for the mentally handicapped. 

GENERAL HOSPITAL CARE PROGRAMME 

There have also been significant developments in the General Hospital Care 
Programme during the year. 

I am pleased to report that a 24 hour Accident & Emergency service was introduced 
at James Connolly Memorial Hospital, Blanchardstown with effect from 4th 
September, 1989 as part of the overall development of hospital emergency services 
in the Dublin area. 
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At St. Mary's Hospital the remaining 24 beds for young chronic disabled persons at 
Cuan Aobhainn were phased into operation in January, 1990. This unit now has a 
full complement of 38 residents with 10 beds available for respite care. 

The new Psychiatric Unit and the Boiler House / Ancilliary Accommodation at 
Naas General Hospital, is being equipped at present. 

At Baltinglass District Hospital work has commenced on the construction of a new 
Day Room, which it is expected will be completed before the end of the year. 

Work on the construction of a Sheltered Housing Complex commenced at St. 
Vincent's Hospital, Athy in November, 1989 and should be completed in September 
next. Work has also commenced there on the conversion of the former Nurses' 
Home which will be used as welfare type accommodation for 12 residents. 

A General Practitioner Access Scheme commenced in the District Hospital 
Baltinglass on 3rd October, 1989 with three doctors participating. Discussions are 
reaching a final stage in relation to the proposed introduction of a similar scheme 
as St. Vincent's Hospital, Athy. 

I am pleased to report also that agreement has been reached between St. Vincent's 
Hospital, Elm Park and our Board for the provision of pathology services, including 
an on-site laboratory at St. Columcille's Hospital, Loughlinstown. 

With regard to the appointment of Consultants I am very pleased to record that 
significant progress was made during the year in the following areas :-

• Two Joint Consultant Anaesthetist appointments have been made between 
Naas Hospital and the M.A.N.C.H. group of Hospitals. 

• Two Consultant Orthopaedic Surgeons have been appointed to St. 
Columcille's Hospital, St. Vincent's Hospital, Elm Park and St. Mary's 
Hospital, Cappagh. One of the Consultants took up duty on 1st May thus 
facilitating the commencement of the orthopaedic service at St. Columcille's 
Hospital. 

• Comhairle na nOspideal has approved the appointment of the following 
Consultants in James Connolly Memorial Hospital, Blanchardstown:-

A & E Consultant, 
Consultant Anaesthetist, 
Consultant General Surgeon, 
Consultant in Rheumatology and Rehabilitation. 

• Approval has also been received from the Department of Health to the 
appointment of a second full time Consultant Anaesthetist at St. 
Columcille's Hospital. 

• Approval has been received from the Department of Health for the 
structuring of a second Consultant Physician post at Naas General Hospital 
[a joint appointment between Naas Hospital and the M.A.N.C.H. Hospitals]. 

During the year an X-Ray Unit was installed in the District Hospital, Wicklow 
which will provide a valuable service for in-patients and day-patients at the 
hospital. 
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As part of the development of services for those suffering from A.I.D.S. a new unit 
was opened in Cherry Orchard Hospital during March. This specialist unit will 
provide facilities for terminal and respite care together with day care and overnight 
facilities for those suffering from A.I.D.S. or who are H.I.V. positive. 

I am pleased to report also that, in co-operation with the South Inner City 
Community Development Association an alarm system for 35 elderly persons in 
the South City area will be installed and commissioned in the very near future. 
This system, and the system already installed in Kilbegnet Close, is linked to our 
Board's central ambulance radio control at James's Street. 

I have already referred to the special financial allocation made available this year 
by the Government for services for the elderly. These funds will be used to provide 
35 beds (15 respite, 10 long-stay and 10 general practitioner access beds) at St. 
Mary's Hospital, 20 additional respite beds at Baggot Street Community Hospital 
and to progressively develop Welfare Homes on a phased basis over a three to five 
year period. The Asthma Service at James Connolly Memorial Hospital will also be 
further developed. 

COMMUNITY CARE PROGRAMME 

I am pleased to report that, in the Community Care Programme, progress in relation 
to a number of developments was maintained during the year. 

At Baggot Street Hospital the development of community hospital services 
continues - an Alcohol Counselling Service has commenced, the community 
physiotherapy service for Community Care Areas 1, 2 and 3 has been further 
expanded and as I have already stated it is planned to increase the number of 
rehabilitation and respite beds for the elderly at an early date again with the aid of 
the special financial allocation from the Government for 1990. These funds will 
also be availed of to proceed with the development of area care teams to oversee and 
co-ordinate the provision of services for the elderly in each Community Care Area 
and the development of community care teams to support the elderly and their 
carers in the home. 

With regard to care and other services for children and young people I am pleased to 
report that a computer system designed to improve the delivery of child health 
services [child developmental examinations, nurse visiting and immunisation 
services] was brought into operation early in the year. 

Two hostels for homeless boys were opened in Clontarf and Tallaght and a hostel 
for homeless girls will open shortly in Ballymun. A special fostering scheme for 
young people with special needs has commenced following the recruitment and 
training of 10 families. It is hoped to expand this scheme during the coming year. 

A premises is being acquired and planning is proceeding for the provision of a safe 
therapeutic residential unit, initially for girls, with special needs. Plans are also 
being made for the provision of two additional long-term hostels, one for homeless 
boys and one for homeless girls, and for the better provision of emergency care for 
young homeless girls. 

With regard to the dental services I am pleased to report that the three pilot schemes 
approved to examine, treat and fissure seal teeth of school children in designated 
classes in Tallaght, Coolock/Darndale and Wicklow have commenced and are now 
operating satisfactorily. The orthodontic service at Old County Road Health Centre, 
with Consultants from the Dental Hospital, continues to deal with some of the most 
difficult cases from the waiting lists and another specialist in orthodontics has 
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been engaged to hold clinics in North Dublin to treat the most urgent cases. In 
addition, it is hoped that a Consultant Orthodontist will be appointed early in the 
new year following the recent advertisement of the position by the Local 
Appointments Commission. 

I am glad to say that with additional funds made available by the Department of 
Health, considerable inroads are being made in the waiting lists for adult dentistry 
by referring more patients to private dentists who are willing to provide services 
under the Choice of Dentist Scheme and by increasing the numbers of evening 
sessions worked by our own dental staff. 

I am pleased to report that the new Headquarters for the Community Care Team in 
Area no. 1 has been brought into operation at Tivoli Road, Dun Laoghaire. A new 
Day Centre for the elderly at Brookfield, Blackrock has recently been opened with 
the assistance of our Board. A new Food Centre, including a food bank to service 
voluntary bodies providing meals for needy groups has been opened at Portland 
Row. This Food Centre will be operated by the Catholic Social Service Conference 
with assistance from our Board. The new Simon Hostel on Usher's Quay was also 
opened during the year with substantial capital contributions from our Board and 
from Dublin Corporation. 

During the past year also our Board, following discussion with Women's Aid, took 
over the direct management and operation of the hostel for victims of family 
violence at Rathmines Road. 

Our Board has made available part of the former Richmond Hospital Premises 
[Carmichael House - acquired from the Minister for Health] to the Community 
Services Project, thus providing headquarters accommodation for a large number 
of voluntary organisations engaged in the provision of services in the fields of 
health and welfare. 

Our Board has also made available the former Doctor's Residence in Clane to a 
group of voluntary bodies providing services for handicapped people for use as a 
resource centre. Another development which I am pleased to refer to is the 
establishment of a Palliative Care Programme for Kildare/West Wicklow, with the 
help of the Irish Cancer Society and the local Soroptomists, backed by the provision 
of beds at the Drogheda Memorial Hospital and St. Vincent's Hospital, Athy for 
respite and other care. 

Another significant event to which I should refer to is the acceptance of Dublin, 
along with a number of other European Cities, into the World Health Organisation's 
Healthy Cities Project. Following this welcome news from the W.H.O., our Board, 
together with the Dublin Local Authorities, organised and hosted a very successful 
conference in Jury's Hotel last November for all the European cities newly admitted 
to the Project. The work of the members and officers groups in monitoring the 
development of programmes is continuing successfully. 

Before I conclude I would like to refer to the progress which has been made in the 
preparation of plans for the adaptation of Dr. Steeven's Hospital for use as 
Headquarters Accommodation for our Board. I was delighted to be able to report 
recently to members that approval in principle to proceed with the project had been 
issued and that planning permission had also been granted for the project. 

During my term as Chairman I have maintained a keen interest in the Dr. Steeven's 
Project and it was, I need hardly say, with particular pleasure that I became aware of 
these two positive developments. 
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In conclusion, I wish to thank you, the members, the Chief Executive Officer and his 
staff for the excellent spirit of co-operation which has been evident during the 
course of the past year. By working together in this way I hope that we will continue 
to develop and improve the quality of services provided for the people in our 
administrative area." 

Mrs. Clune, Cllr. Hynes, Cllr. Murphyf Cllr. Reilly, Dr. Corcoran, Mr. McGuiret Cllr. 
Hickey, Cllr. Keenan and Dr. O'Boyle congratulated the Chairman on his 
achievements during his two year term of office and paid tribute to the manner in 
which he had represented the Health Board and chaired its proceedings. 

The Chief Executive Officer, on behalf of the Management Team and staff, stated 
that he wished to be associated with the compliments and tributes paid to Cllr. 
Groome. It had been a pleasure to work with him for the previous two years. 

The Chairman thanked all the members and officers for their co-operation and 
support during his term of office. 

58/1990 
ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN 

Cllr. Ivor Callely, T.D.. who was proposed by Mrs. Clune and seconded by Cllr. 
Dunne, was unopposed and declared elected as Chairman. 

Deputy Callely took the chair and thanked the members for their support and 
expression of trust in electing him as Chairman. He said it was a great honour and 
privilege for him to serve as Chairman and he paid tributes to the outgoing 
Chairman, and to previous Chairmen. While a lot of progress had been made in the 
development of the health services in our Board's area more work remained to be 
done. He hoped that he would have the support of the members and officers in trying 
to achieve his objectives and that he would maintain the high standards set by 
previous Chairmen. 

59/1990 
ELECTION OF VICE-CHAIRMAN 

Cllr. F. Hynes was proposed by Mrs. Bonar and seconded by Cllr. Dillon Byrne. 

Cllr. P. Dunne was proposed by Cllr. Hickey and seconded by Cllr. Keenan. 

Cllr. Hynes stated that he wished to withdraw from the election and Cllr. Dunne was 
declared elected as Vice-Chairman. 

60/1990 
APPOINTMENTS TO PROGRAMME COMMITTEES 

The following Report no. 12/1990 from the Chief Executive Officer was submitted:-
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"The annual rotation of members of the Programme Committees has been effected 
as provided for in our Board's Standing Orders. 

The revised membership list, as set out hereunder, is submitted for formal 
confirmation by the Board. 

SPECIAL HOSPITAL 
COMMITTEE 

(A) 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

Cllr. C. Flood TD 

Cllr. J. Dillon Byrne 

Cllr. W. Harvey 

Cllr. A. Groome 

Prof. J. McCormick 

Prof. J.S. Doyle 

Cllr. B. Durkan TD 

Cllr. C. Murphy 

Dr. J. Masterson 

Cllr. J. Reilly 

Dr. B. O'Herlihy 

Mrs. B. Bonar 

GENERAL HOSPITAL 
COMMITTEE 

(B) 

Cllr. P. Hickey 

Cllr. T. Keenan 

Cllr. R. Roche TD 

Dr. R. Corcoran 

Dr. R. Hawkins 

Cllr. Mrs. A. Glenn 

Ms. M. Nealon 

Cllr. M. Carroll 

Sen. O. Bennett 

Cllr. P. Dunne 

Cllr. M. Gannon 

Cllr. B. Briscoe TD 

COMMUNITY CARE 
COMMITTEE 
(C) 

Dr. P. McCarthy 

Mr. G. McGuire 

Cllr. L. O'Neill 

Dr. D.I. Keane 

Cllr. F. Hynes 

Cllr. Dr. D. Fitzpatrick TD 

Dr. J. O'Boyle 

Ald. A. FitzGerald 

Mrs. D. Clune 

Dr. P. Devitt 

Cllr. I. Callely TD 

The revised membership of the Programme Committees, as set out, was confirmed. 

61/1990 
BUDGET WORKING GROUP MEMBERSHIP 

The following Report no. 13/1990 from the Chief Executive Officer was submitted:-

"At the June meeting of our Board, the following four members were nominated for 
appointment as members of the Budget Working Group for the coming year:-

1. Cllr. M. Gannon 

2. Dr D. I. Keane 

3. Cllr. T. Keenan 

4. Mr G. McGuire 



79 05/07/1990 

Their names are submitted for appointment by the Board, as provided for in 
Standing Orders." 

The Report was unanimously agreed. 

The meeting concluded at 4.00 p.m. 

Correct: K.J. Hickey, 
Chief Executive Officer. 

CHAIRMAN 
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EASTERN HEALTH BOARD 

Minutes of Proceedings of Monthly Meeting 
held in 

The Boardroom, St. Mary's Hospital, Chapelizod, Dublin 20 
on 

Thursday 5th July, 1990 at 6.00 p.m. 

Present 

Mrs. B. Bonar 
Cllr. I. Callely, T.D. 
Dr. R. Corcoran 
Cllr. J. Dillon Byrne 
Cllr. B.J. Durkan, T.D. 
Cllr. A. Glenn 
Mr. G. McGuire 
Dr. J. O'Boyle 
Cllr. J. Reilly 

Cllr. B. Briscoe, T.D. 
Cllr. M. Carroll 
Mrs. D. Chine 
Cllr. P. Dunne 
Cllr. M. Gannon 
Cllr. A. Groome 
Cllr. C. Murphy 
Dr. B. O'Herlihy 

Apologies 

Sen. O. Bennett, Cllr. T. Keenan, Prof. J. McCormick 

In the Chair 

Cllr. I. Callely, T.D. 

Officers in Attendance 

Mr. K.J. Hickey, Chief Executive Officer 
Mr. M. Walsh, Programme Manager, Special Hospital Care 
Mr. J. Doyle, A/Programme Manager, Community Care 
Mr. S. O'Brien, A/Programme Manager, General Hospital Care 
Prof. B. O'Donnell, Dublin Medical Officer of Health 
Mr. G. Brennan, Technical Services Officer 
Ms. M. Kelly, A/Personnel Officer 
Ms. M. McGahern, A/Finance Officer 
Mr. M. O'Connor, Secretary 



05/07/1990 81 

62/1990 
CONDOLENCES 

On the proposal of the Chairman, votes of sympathy were passed with the 
following:-

1. Deputy Ben Briscoe, T.D., on the death of his mother. 

2. Carmel Keaveney, Grade V Officer, and Ita Keaveney, Grade III Officer, St. 
Loman's Hospital, on the death of their father. 

63/1990 
CHAIRMAN'S BUSINESS 

The Chairman read the following report which was noted by the Board:-

"1. Deputation to Minister for Health 

I wish to report to the members that the Minister for Health, Dr. Rory 
O'Hanlon, T.D., yesterday received a deputation from our Board which had 
been requested following the adoption of our Board's Report on Capital 
Priorities and Funding Requirements at the May meeting. 

The Chairman, Cllr. Austin Groome, who led the deputation, was 
accompanied by Cllr. I. Callely (Vice-Chairman), Mrs. D. Clune, Chairman, 
Special Hospital Care Programme Committee, Dr. B. O'Herlihy, Chairman, 
General Hospital Care Programme Committee, Cllr. P. Dunne, Chairman, 
Community Care Programme Committee, Cllr. B. Briscoe, T.D., Cllr. R. 
Roche, T.D., and Senator O. Bennett. Apologies were received from Deputies 
C. Flood, T.D., B. Durkan, T.D., and Dr. D. Fitzpatrick who were unable to 
join the deputation. The deputation was accompanied by the Chief Executive 
Officer, Programme Managers and Board Secretary. 

The meeting with the Minister was sought with a view to making the earliest 
possible progress on the planning and realisation of the various capital 
priorities included in the Report and to try achieve an early understanding 
with the Minister and the Department of Health in relation to matching 
provision from public funds over a period of, say, 7 to 10 years. 

The Minister indicated that he accepted, in principle, the proposal that 
funds from the sale of surplus properties should be matched with 
corresponding provision from public funds in the development of approved 
capital projects. The Department of Health is currently engaged in the 
preparation of a 5 - year capital programme and when this has been 
completed further discussions can be held at official level in relation to the 
progressing of the planning of our Board's priority proposals." 
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64 /1990 
CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF MONTHLY MEETING HELD ON 7TH JUNE, 1990 
AND OF SPECIAL MEETING HELD ON 21ST JUNE, 1990 

The minutes of the monthly meeting held on 7th June, 1990, having been circulated, 
were confirmed on a proposal by Cllr. Dillon Byrne, seconded by Cllr. Gannon. 

The minutes of the special meeting held on 21st June, 1990, having been circulated, 
were confirmed on a proposal by Cllr. Reilly, seconded by Cllr. Dunne. 

[a] Matters arising from the minutes 

Cllr. Dillon Byrne referred to minute no. 5 6 / 1 9 9 0 on page 70 regarding the 
incidence of non-mar i ta l b i r ths and service implications which she 
main ta ined did not accurately reflect what was agreed at the meeting. 

Following a discussion to which Cllr. Dillon Byrne, Dr. O'Herlihy, Deputy 
Briscoe, Mrs. Bonar, Cllr. Murphy, Cllr. Carroll and Cllr. Reilly contr ibuted, 
the members agreed tha t the minute was accurate . Cllr. Dillon Byrne 
registered he r dissent . 

Cllr. Reilly referred to minu te no. 4 3 / 1 9 9 0 regarding the a r rangement s for 
the Annual Meeting and to the change in time of the meeting from 6.00 p.m. 
to 3.00 p.m. Following a discussion to which Cllr. Reilly, Deputy D u r k a n 
Cllr. Murphy and Cllr. Groome contributed, the Cha i rman ruled tha t the 
a r rangement s for the holding of the Annual General Meeting at 3.00 p.m. 
were m a d e in accordance with Standing Orders. 

65 /1990 
QUESTIONS TO THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

On a proposal by Mrs. Clune, seconded by Cllr. Dunne, it was agreed to answer the 
questions which had been lodged. 

"(i) Mr. G. McGuire 

"With regard to the £1 .9 million paid in overtime 
payments to staff in 1989 can the Chief Executive 
Officer give a breakdown as to the amount paid to 
each of the following categories. 

Medical (N.C.H.D.'s) 
Nurs ing 
At t endan t s (C.M.H.) 
A m b u l a n c e 
Engineer ing 
Clerical & Administrat ive 
Den t a l " 
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Reply 

The overtime payments in 1989 amounting to £1.9m were made as follows: 

£000 

Medical (N.C.H.D'S) 807 
Nursing 10 
Attendants (C.M.H.) 207 
Ambulance and Transport 520 
Engineering 134 
Porters 88 
Clerical and Administrative 55 
Catering 27 
Dental 52 

1,900 

As mentioned in my previous reply, continuing efforts are being made to 
reduce the level of overtime to the absolute minimum in accordance with 
Board policy. 

(ii) Mr. G. McGuire 

(a) Can the C.E.O. outline what policy the Eastern Health Board operates 
for the interment of long stay patients without known relatives after 
their demise? 

(b) Is it the practise of the Eastern Health Board to inter more than one 
corpse in the same grave as a cost saving exercise? 

Reply 

(a) In the event of the death of a long stay patient without known 
relatives all funeral arrangements, including church services, are 
made by the hospital authorities. 

(b) It is not the practice of our Board to inter more than one corpse in the 
same grave as a cost saving exercise. However, over a period of time, 
and in accordance with the policy of cemetery authorities, more than 
one interment may take place in the same grave plot. 

(ill) Cllr. B. Briscoe, T.D. 

'To ask the Chief Executive Officer if details of the Eastern Community 
Works Limited can be made available, particularly the purpose for which it 
was established, its main function, a list of its directors, a statement of its 
accounts, and if he is aware of an ongoing query by a former auditor, as well 
as by the Department of Health, who are awaiting replies to these queries." 

Reply 

Eastern Community Works Ltd. was established with the object of carrying 
out or arranging for the carrying out of essential repairs to the homes of 
elderly persons to enable them to continue to live in the community. 
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A copy of the most recent statement of accounts of the Company, including 
the names of its Directors, will be made available to the member. 

I am aware of the queries raised through the Department of Health which 
have already been replied to." 

66/1990 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER'S REPORT 

The Chief Executive Officer read the following report which was noted by the Board. 

1, New Drug Cost Subsidisation Scheme 

I have circulated with the correspondence for the meeting copies of a 
statement issued on behalf of the Department of Health regarding the 
agreement between the Minister for Health and the Contractors Committee 
of the Irish Pharmaceutical Union on the introduction of a new drug cost 
subsidisation scheme. The draft agreement is being balloted on by members 
of the Irish Pharmaceutical Union and, if accepted, the new scheme will 
come into effect in respect of medicines prescribed after 1st September, 1990. 
A further detailed announcement on the workings of the scheme is expected 
in mid-July. 

2. Report of the Review Body on Higher Remuneration in the Public 
Sector in relation to Hospital Consultants 

I have circulated with the correspondence for the meeting copies of a 
statement issued on behalf of the Department of Finance stating that the 
Review Body on Higher Remuneration has now furnished its Report on 
Hospital Consultants' remuneration and working relationships between 
Consultants and their employers. The main features of the Report are set out 
in the Appendix attached to the statement. Members will note that the 
Minister for Health will now be arranging for discussions between the 
parties concerned on the basis of the recommendations made in the Report. 

3. Agreement between the Department of Health and the Federation of Irish 
Chemical Industries 

I have circulated with the correspondence for the meeting copies of a 
statement issued on behalf of the Department of Health giving details of a 
new three year agreement between the Department of Health and the 
Federation of Irish Chemical Industries which will take effect from 1st 
August, 1990. 

Members will note in particular that:-

• the terms of the agreement will apply to all drugs and medicines on 
the Irish market including drugs and medicines re-imbursable under 
the G.M.S. Scheme and supplied to hospitals and health boards. 
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• there is to be an immediate price reduction on 1st August next of 11% 
approximately and prices will also be frozen from 1st August for 
twelve months. 

• the Minister for Health's policy of promoting more cost effective 
prescribing and the greater use of generics can be pursued vigorously. 

• provision is made to facilitate more effective purchasing 
arrangements in hospitals and health boards. 

4. Social Welfare Act, 1990 

I have also circulated with the correspondence for the meeting copies of 
Department of Social Welfare Circular dated 6th June, 1990 giving details of 
provisions in the Social Welfare Act, 1990 relating to the Supplementary 
Welfare Allowance Scheme. 

Members will note that increased rates of Supplementary Welfare Allowance 
will apply from 23rd July, 1990; and also that Supplementary Welfare 
Allowance paid pending Disabled Persons (Maintenance) Allowance or 
Infectious Diseases (Maintenance) Allowances will in future be treated as 
paid on account of these allowances when they are awarded. 

5. Travelling and Subsistence Expenses for Members of Health Boards 

I have circulated, this evening, copies of letter dated 29th June, 1990 from 
the Department of Health regarding revised rates of travelling and 
subsistence expenses for members of Health Boards which may apply from 
1st January, 1990. 

A Board resolution is required to give effect to the revised rates from 1st 
January, 1990. 

6. Royal Institute of the Architects of Ireland Regional Awards 

The Royal Institute of Architects of Ireland has recently initiated a Regional 
Awards Scheme which attracted over 100 entries. 

I am pleased to inform members that the Psychiatric Unit at Naas General 
Hospital received the award for the Eastern Region. These awards will be 
given wide publicity including a travelling exhibition and their inclusion in 
a poster and catalogue and in various publications. 

I am sure members will wish to offer heartiest congratulations to the 
Architects concerned; A & D Wejchert on being given this prestigious award 
which is a deserved recognition of their excellent work on the Naas General 
Hospital Project." 

With regard to the travelling and subsistence expenses for members thefollowing 
motion was proposed by Cllr. Dunne, seconded by Cllr. Reilly and agreed:-
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"That the revised rates of travelling and subsistence expenses set out in the 
enclosure to Department of Health letter of29th June, 1990, including travelling 
expenses at a rate not exceeding 72p per mile, be implemented with effect from 1st 
January, 1990." 

67/1990 
DISPOSAL OF PROPERTY AT AUGHRIM, CO. WICKLOW 

The following report No. 11/1990 from the Chief Executive Officer was submitted. 

"NOTICE is hereby given pursuant to Section 83 of the Local Government Act, 1946, 
that it is proposed to dispose of the property described below which is no longer 
required for the purpose of the powers and duties of our Board. 

Statutory Information 

1. Former Dispensary Residence at Aughrim, Co. Wicklow 

2. The said property was transferred to our Board by Wicklow County Council. 

3. It is proposed to dispose of the property to Mr. and Mrs. William Moules, 
Aughrim, Co. Wicklow. 

4. The consideration in respect of the disposal is £42,500. 

At a meeting of our Board to be held after the expiration of ten clear days from the 
date of the sending of this Notice, our Board may resolve as follows:-

(a) That the disposal shall be carried out in accordance with the terms specified 
in the resolution, or 

(b) That the disposal shall not be carried out. 

If our Board resolves that the disposal shall be carried out in accordance with the 
terms specified in the resolution, the disposal may, with the consent of the 
Minister, be carried out in accordance with those terms. 

If our Board resolves that the disposal shall not be carried out, then the disposal 
shall not be carried out. 

If our Board does not pass a resolution, the disposal may, with the consent of the 
Minister, be carried out." 

On a proposal by Cllr. Murphy, seconded by Dr. O'Herlihy, it was agreed to adopt the 
proposal contained in the report. 
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68/1990 
APPOINTMENT OF GROUP TO DRAW UP A PREVENTIVE PROGRAMME AIMED AT 
REDUCING THE NUMBER OF SINGLE PARENT PREGNANCIES/FAMILIES 

Following a discussion to which Cllr. Reilly, Cllr. Carroll, Deputy Briscoe, Cllr. 
Dillon Byrne, Cllr. Glenn and Dr. O'Herlihy contributed it was agreed that, because 
so many members had expressed an interest in this matter, the matter should be 
further dealt with by a Committee of the Whole House. The Chairman indicated that 
arrangements would be made for the first meeting of the Committee at which the 
title of the Committee and its terms of reference could be agreed and its Chairman 
appointed. 

69/1990 
PROGRESS REPORTS FROM PROGRAMME COMMITTEES 

1. Special Hospital Care Programme Committee 

On a proposal by Mrs. Chine, seconded by Cllr. Dunne, it was agreed to adopt 
the report. 

The report dealt with the meeting of the Committee held on the 14th June, 
1990 in the KARE Vocational Training Centre, Newbridge, Co. Kildare. 

2. General Hospital Care Programme Committee 

On a proposal by Cllr. Gannon, seconded by Cllr. Dunne, it was agreed to 
adopt the report. 

The following matters were dealt with in the report: -

[a] Development Brief for Naas General Hospital 

[b] Consultant Physician post, Naas General Hospital 

[c] New Day Room, District Hospital, Baltinglass 

[d] G.P. Access Scheme, St. Vincent's Hospital, Athy 

[e] Pathology Services, St. Columcille's Hospital 

[f] Consultant ENT Surgeon, James Connolly Memorial Hospital 

[g] Transport facilities to St. Mary's Hospital, Chapelizod 

[h] "999" Emergency Ambulance Requests 

[i] Service Report, James Connolly Memorial Hospital, 
Blanchardstown 

31 Community Care Programme Committee 

On a proposal by Cllr. Dunne, seconded by Cllr. Dillon Byrne, it was agreed to 
adopt the reports of the Committee meetings held on 18th and 28th June, 
1990. 

The following matters were dealt with in the reports:-
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[a] General Medical Services Scheme - approval of applications re. 
partner and assistant with a view to partnership. 

[b] Report on services in Area no. 2 

[c] Department of Social Welfare Circular regarding Back to School 
Clothing scheme. 

[d] Report on services in Area no. 3 

70/1990 
NOTICES OF MOTION 

1. The following motion was proposed by Cllr. Dillon Byrne: -

"That this Board consider, in a favourable light, acceptance of the practice of 
alternative and complementary medicine and that a sub-committee be 
considered with a view to integrating such within the structures of the 
Eastern Health Board." 

The motion was seconded by Deputy Durkan, T.D. and, following a 
discussion to which Cllr. Dillon Byrnef Deputy Durkan, Dr. 0'Herlihyt Cllr. 
Murphy, Dr. O'Boyle, Cllr. Glenn, Cllr. Dunne, Cllr. Reilly and Mrs. Bonar 
contributed and to which Prof. O'Donnell, Dublin Medical Officer of Health 
replied, was lost on a show of hands. 

2. The following motion was proposed by Cllr. Dillon Byrne:-

"That this Board fully supports the Minister for Health in his statement to 
the Association of Health Boards when he said that he would facilitate the 
wishes of the Voluntary Hospital in preserving the protestant or non-
catholic medical ethic when the hospital board decides what it requires." 

The motion was seconded by Deputy Durkan andfollowing a discussion to 
which Cllr. Dillon Byrne, Deputy Durkan, Mrs. Clune, Cllr. Dunne, Cllr. 
Groome, Dr. O'Herlihy, Mrs. Bonar and Cllr. Reilly contributed, it was agreed 
to seek clarification in relation to the statement attributed to the Minister 

for Health and to re-consider the matter at the next meeting of the Board. 

3. The following motion was proposed by Cllr. Dillon Byrne:-

"That this Board, concerned primarily with the health of this Board's 
constituents and the spread of the A.I.D.S. disease, requests the Government 
to amend the legislation to ensure that condoms be readily available where 
all young people congregate and that further finance be invested in 
education/information campaigns to influence and inform young people of 
the dangers of this fatal infection." 

The motion was not seconded and was, therefore, not moved. 

4. The motion in the name of Cllr. Dr. D. Fitzpatrick, T.D. regarding the 
provision of Dental Services at Corduff was deferred to the August meeting of 
the Board. 



05/07/1990 89 

5. The following motion was proposed by Cllr. Reilly and seconded by Deputy 
Durkan:-

"That this Board would provide for the erection of an enclosed shelter to 
accommodate the ambulance fleet at the Maynooth Centre and all 
ambulance centres throughout Co. Kildare." 

The Chief Executive Officer's suggestion that the matter would be dealt with 
by way of a full report to the General Hospital Care Programme Committee 
was accepted. 

6. The following motion was proposed by Deputy Durkan, seconded by Cllr. 
Carroll, and agreed:-

"That the Eastern Health Board would assist with setting up care of the aged 
Day Centres at various locations in Dublin, Wicklow and Kildare in such a 
way as to ensure that such centres are within reasonable reach of all elderly 
people in the Eastern Health Board area." 

71/1990 
CORRESPONDENCE 

Four items of correspondence as referred to in the Chief Executive Officer's Report 
were noted. 

Copies of letters dated 28th June, 1990 and 4th July, 1990 from the Law Agent 
confirming his earlier advice that an amendment to Standing Orders by way of an 
additional Standing Order should be passed to reflect the position following the 
adoption of the resolution of the April meeting in relation to the restriction of 
members to serving on a maximum of four sub-committees, hospital boards, etc. 
appointed by the Health Board were also circulated. 

72/1990 
OTHER BUSINESS 

In response to an enquiry from Mrs. Clune regarding a recent report in relation to 
concern expressed by the Fire Authorities following their inspection of the Dental 
Hospital, the Chief Executive Officer stated that he hoped the necessary remedial 
action could be taken or, preferably, that some progress might be made in relation 
to the new Dental Hospital Project. The services provided by the Dublin Dental 
Hospital on behalf of the Eastern Health Board are very important. Any cessation 
of such services would leave a major void in our Board's capacity to fulfil its 
obligation to provide a range of dental services to eligible persons. 

The meeting concluded at 8.00 p.m. 

Correct: K.J. Hickey,  
     Chief Executive Officer. 

CHAIRMAN 
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EASTERN HEALTH BOARD 

Minutes of proceedings of monthly meeting 
held on 

Thursday 2nd August, 1990 at 6 p.m. 
in 

The Boardroom, St. Mary's Hospital, Chapelizod, Dublin 20 

Present 

Mrs. B. Bonar 
Cllr. M. Carroll 
Cllr. J. Dillon Byrne 
Cllr. B.J. Durkan, T.D. 
Cllr. Dr. D. Fitzpatrick, T.D. 
Cllr. M. Gannon 
Cllr. A. Groome 
Cllr. F. Hynes 
Cllr. T. Keenan 
Prof. J. McCormick 
Cllr. L. O'Neill 
Cllr. R Roche, T.D. 

Cllr. B. Briscoe, T.D. 
Mrs. D. Clune 
Cllr. P. Dunne 
Ald. A. FitzGerald 
Cllr. C. Flood, T.D. 
Cllr. A. Glenn 
Dr. R Hawkins 
Dr. D.I. Keane 
Dr. P. McCarthy 
Mr. G. McGuire 
Cllr. J. Reilly 

Apologies 

Cllr. I. Callely. T.D., Dr. J. O'Boyle, Dr. B. O'Herlihy 

In the Chair  

Cllr. P. Dunne 

Officers in Attendance 

Mr. K.J. Hickey, Chief Executive Officer 
Mr. F.J. Donohue, Programme Manager, Special Assignments 
Mr. J. Doyle, A/Programme Manager, Community Care 
Mr. S. O'Brien, A/Programme Manager, General Hospital Care 
Mr. M. Gallagher, A/Programme Manager, Special Hospital Care 
Prof. B. O'Donnell, Dublin Medical Officer of Health 
Mr. T. Merriman, A/Technical Services Officer 
Mr. M. O'Connor, Secretary 
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74/1990 
CHAIRMAN'S BUSINESS 

Members are requested to note that the August meeting of the Special Hospital Care 
Programme Committee will be held on Wednesday 15th August, 1990 at 11.00 a.m. at 
the Daughters of Charity Centre, Navan Road, Dublin 7. 

75/1990 
CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF ANNUAL AND MONTHLY MEETINGS HELD ON 
5THJULY, 1990 

The minutes of the Annual Meeting held on 5th July, 1990, having been circulated, 
were confirmed on a proposal by Dr. Hawkins, seconded by Cllr. Carroll. 

The minutes of the Monthly Meeting held on 5th July, 1990, having been circulated, 
were confirmed on a proposal by Cllr. Gannon, seconded by Cllr. Carroll. 

(a) Matters arising from the Minutes 

Deputy Durkan referred to Minute No. 64/1990 regarding the arrangements 
made to change the time of the Annual Meeting from 6.00 p.m. to 3.00 p.m. 
and, at his request, it was agreed to add the following sentence "It was 
indicated that the change of time represented a precedent". 

76/1990 
QUESTIONS TO THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

On a proposal by Cllr. Reilly, seconded by Mrs. Clune it was agreed to answer the 
questions which had been lodged. 

L Cllr. L. O'Neill 

To ask the Chief Executive Officer if he would give an up to date report on 
negotiations between the Eastern Health Board and Dublin Corporation 
regarding the site at Mellowes Road/Avenue" 

Reply 

The Eastern Health Board had reserved this site for future development of a 
Day Centre. This is no longer required. 

Dublin Corporation have expressed an interest in acquiring the site for 
either open space or the development of a Community Centre. 

Interest has also been expressed in the site for Community Housing by 
H.A.I.L. (the Housing Association for Integrated Living). 

Arrangements are currently being made to meet with all interested parties 
within the next couple of weeks to discuss the future of this site. The outcome 
of these discussions will be advised to the Board in due course. 
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Z Cllr. J. Dillon Byrne, Cllr. F. Hynes & Mr. G. McGuire 

"Could the Chief Executive Officer inform the Board :-

[ij What action is being taken currently by this Board and by the 
Minister for Health to open the 70 or so places presently unoccupied 
in Cheeverstown House? 

Ill] Say how many places (residential and day patients) use this mainly 
public-funded facility? 

[iii] State the cost to the State of running the present limited facility?" 

Reply 

(i) In April last, our Board decided to seek a meeting with the Minister 
for Health to discuss progress on the course of action undertaken to 
resolve the difficulties which are preventing the full utilization of the 
facilities at Cheeverstown. The reply dated 20th July Icopy attached] 
received from the Department of Health gives the up-to-date position 
on this aspect of the matter. 

(ii) Currently there are 60 residential places and 114 day places in active 
use at Cheeverstown House. There are a further 60 unoccupied 
residential places. 

(iii) The approved budget for the running costs of Cheeverstown House for 
1990 is £2.292m. 

77/1990 

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER'S REPORT 

The Chief Executive Officer read the following report which was noted by the Board:-

"1. St. James's Hospital Mortuary Facilities 
I have circulated with the correspondence for the meeting, copies of letter 
dated 3rd July, 1990 from St James's Hospital in response to our Board's 
request that consideration should be given to improving the mortuary 
facilities at that Hospital. 

In this connection, I wish to advise members that the Programme Manager, 
General Hospital Care will be getting in touch with the Chief Executives of 
the main Dublin Hospitals to see if our Board can assist in arriving at an 
agreed policy between Hospitals, Undertakers and Church Authorities 
regarding the timing of funerals from hospital mortuaries. Progress in this 
matter will be reported to the General Hospital Care Programme Committee 
in due course. 
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2. Group Personal Accident Insurance for Board Members 

I have circulated, for the information of members, correspondence from the 
I.P.B.M.I. Ltd. regarding the Personal Accident Scheme which expires on 
31st August next. It will be noted that cover for all members currently 
insured will be renewed automatically for the year 1990/1991 and that the 
premium for Scheme A remains unaltered. The premium for Scheme B has 
been reduced by 17%. 

Our Board has previously agreed that cover under Scheme A should be 
arranged automatically on behalf of all Board members and that any 
member wishing to join Scheme B may do so on payment of the extra 
premium involved. Any member wishing to change to or from Scheme B 
should notify Mr. Matt O'Connor, Board Secretary, before the end of August. 

3. Dr. Steeven's Hospital - Conversion Project 

Following receipt of full planning permission, arrangements are now in 
hand for the necessary demolition work to clear the way for the main 
contract for the Dr. Steeven's project. 

Tenders are also now being invited from a selected list of contractors for the 
main contract works. Subject to the necessary approvals, it is intended to 
have the successful contractor on site in the coming Autumn. 

4. Control of Clinical Trials and Drugs Bill 1990 

I have circulated, for the information of members, copies of the Control of 
Clinical Trials and Drugs Bill, 1990, which has recently been enacted. 

The Act amends and extends the control of the Clinical Trials Act, 1987, and 
provides certain legal immunities, the absence of which had given rise to 
certain difficulties following the passage of the previous legislation. 

5. "At Home with Good Hygiene" 

The Department of Health has drawn attention to a significant increase in 
recent weeks in the incidence of gastro-intestinal infection. Most cases have 
occured in the southern part of the country. The precise source(s) of the 
infection are the subject of ongoing investigation. 

Because the Summer months bring an Increased rise of food poisoning, there 
is a need for vigilance in regard to the hygienic storage, handling, 
preparation and cooking of foods, particularly of foods served cold. 

The leaflet "at Home with Food Hygiene" [copy circulated] is being publicised 
locally and made available through our Board's local offices. 

The attention of private Hospitals, Nursing Homes and other private health 
institutions in our Board's area is also being drawn to this matter. 

6. New Drug Cost Subsidisation Scheme 

I understand from the Department of Health that the membership of the 
Irish Pharmacutical Union has ballotted in favour of the proposed terms of 
the agreement in relation to the new Drug Cost Subsidisation Scheme and 
that it is the Minister's intention that the scheme will be introduced 
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with effect from 1st September, 1990. I also understand that a public 
announcement in this regard by the Minister for Health is imminent." 

Following a discussion on the Group Personal Accident Insurance Scheme for Board 
Members to which Cllr. Reilly, Dr. McCarthy, Deputy Durkan, Dr. Hawkins and 
Cllr. Hynes contributed it was agreed that a report on the Scheme would beprepared 

for the next meeting. 

78/1990 
NOMINATION OF MEMBERS TO MEET WITH REPRESENTATIVES OF THE SOUTH 
EASTERN HEALTH BOARD REGARDING PSYCHIATRIC SERVICES FOR COUNTY 
KELDARE. 

Following consideration of letter dated 13th July, 1990 from the Chief Executive 
Officer of the South Eastern Health Board regarding a meeting with representatives 
of our Board to discuss the provision of psychiatric services in Co. Kildare. the 
following members were nominated to meet with representatives of the South 
Eastern Health Board:-

Cllr. I. Callely, T.D. Chairman, 
Cllr. P. Dunne, 
Cllr. B. Durkan, T.D.. 
Cllr. A. Groome, 
Cllr. J. Reilly, 
Cllr. F. Hynes, 
Cllr. T. Keenan, 
Mr. G. McGuire. 

79/1990 
FINANCIAL POSITION AT 30TH JUNE, 1990 

Following a discussion on Report No. F4/1990 (copy filed with official minute), 
which had been circulated, to which Deputy Dr. Fitzpatrick, Dr. Hawkins, Mrs. 
Clune, Cllr. Dillon Byrne, Deputy Durkan and Mrs. Bonar contributed, and to which 
the Chief Executive Officer replied, the Report was noted. 

80/1990 
PROGRESS REPORTS FROM PROGRAMME COMMITTEES 

1. Special Hospital Care Programme Committee 

On a proposal by Cllr. Dillon Byrne, seconded by Deputy Durkan, it was 
agreed to adopt the Report, 

The following matters were dealt with in the Report:-

(i) Election of Dr. B. O'Herlihy as Chairman of the 
Committee and of Cllr. C. Murphy as Vice-Chairman 
of the Committee 
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(ii) Child psychiatric service 

(ill) St. Ita's Hospital - rationalisation of wards and services 

(iv) Progress report on the continuing reduction in the number of 
patients in St. Brendan's Hospital 

(v) Report "Summary of Expressed Demand for Day 
and Residential Services 1991 - 1995" 

(vi) Report on Services in Area No. 3. 

(vii) Visit to Acute Unit and Day Hospital at St. James's 
Hospital 

2. General Hospital Care Programme Committee 

On a proposal by Dr. Hawkins, seconded by Deputy Durkan, it was agreed to 
adopt the Report. 

The following matters were dealt with in the Report:-

(i) Election of Dr. R Corcoran as Chairman of the 
Committee and of Cllr. T. Keenan as Vice-Chairman of the 
Committee 

(ii) Review of Brief for Naas General Hospital 

(iii) General Practitioner Access Scheme St. Vincent's Hospital Athy 

(iv) Re-opening of Unit 2 James Connolly Memorial Hospital from 1st 
September, 1990 

(v) Discussions regarding provision of transport to St. Mary's Hospital, 
Phoenix Park 

(vi) Visit of Mr. David Kennedy to the Ambulance Control Centre at 1 
James 's Street 

(vii) Report on Extended Training in Ambulance Aid 

(viii) Arrangements for special meeting to consider the interim report of 
the Dublin Hospital Initiative Group. 

(ix) Report on services at the District Hospital Baltinglass 

3. Community Care Programme Committee 

On a proposal by Dr. Hawkins, seconded by Mrs. Clune, it was agreed to adopt 
the Report. 

The following matters were dealt with in the Report:-

(i) Election of Mr. G. McGuire as Chairman of the Committee and of Dr. 
J. CBoyle as Vice-Chairman of the Committee 
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(ii) Progress Report on the Social Welfare Back to School Clothing 

Scheme and on developments in the Community Nursing Service 

(iii) Progress Report on the MMR vaccination scheme 

(iv) Request for an outline of the Health Promotion Unit's Programmes 

(v) Report on services in Community Care Area 10 
At the request of Dr. Hawkins it was agreed to note that the provision of a 
health centre at Bray had been discussed at the meeting and that it was 
regarded as a priority. 

Members requested up-date reports on AIDS and on the Public Health 
Nursing Service. 

79/1990 
NOTICES OF MOTION 

1. The following motion was proposed by Deputy Dr. Fitzpatrick and seconded 
by Cllr. Dillon Byrne:-

T h a t the Medical Centre at Corduff be examined with a view to providing 
dental services on the site." 

It was agreed that a report on this matter would be presented 
at the September meeting of the Community Care Programme Committee. 

Z The following motion was proposed by Cllr. Dillon Byrne:-

T h a t this Board fully supports the Minister for Health in his statement to 
the Association of Health Boards when he said that he would facilitate the 
wishes of the Voluntary Hospital in preserving the protestant or non-
catholic medical ethic when the hospital board decides what it requires." 

The motion was seconded by Deputy Durkan andJbUowing a discussion to 
which CUr. Dillon Byrne, Deputy Roche, Deputy Briscoe, Deputy Flood, Cllr. 
Glenn, Mrs. dune, Cllr. Groome and Mrs. Bonar contributed was carried on 
a show of hands subject to the deletion of the words Mor non-Catholic". 

Mrs. Bonar asked that it be recorded that she was against the motion and 
Cllr. Glenn abstained. 

3. The following motion was proposed by Cllr. C. Flood T.D., seconded by Cllr. 
Dillon Byrne and agreed. 

T h a t a full report be provided on the Belgard Mental Health Centre covering 
such issues as staffing levels, workshop facilities, numbers using the 
facility, future plans etc., and that the report be discussed." 

It was agreed to circulate a report for consideration at the September of the 
Board. 
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4. Deputy Flood indicated that he did not propose to move the 
motion which he had tabled regarding an application for Disabled 
Maintenance Allowance. 

5. The following motion was proposed by Deputy Flood and seconded by Deputy 
Briscoe 

T h a t a report be provided on the reasons why a Community Welfare Officer 
no longer holds a clinic in the Rathcoole area, which also serves the 
Newcastle and Saggart area and In reporting will the Chief Executive Officer 
please note that the withdrawal of the Community Welfare Officer from the 
area referred to is causing great hardship and misery and in view of these 
and other reasons the decision to withdraw the Community Welfare Officer 
should be reversed." 

It was agreed that Mr. Doyle, Acting Programme Manager, Community Care 
will write to Deputy Flood regarding the arrangements for the restoration of 
the service in Rathcoole. 

80/1990 
CORRESPONDENCE 

The following items of correspondence, copies of which had been circulated, were 
noted. 

(i) Letter 17th July, 1990 from the Department of Health enclosing a copy of the 
Minister's Statement in the Senate on 31st May, 1990 with regard to the 
future management of Tallaght Hospital. 

(ii) Letter dated 3rd July, 1990 from the Chief Executive Officer's of St. James's 
Hospital regarding morturary facilitites. 

(iii) Letter dated 6th July, 1990 from the Irish Public Bodies Mutual Insurances 
Limited regarding the Group Personal Accident Insuance Scheme for 
members. 1 

The meeting concluded at 7.30 p.m. 

CORRECT. K.J. Hickey, 
Chief Executive Officer. 

CHAIRMAN  



Eastern Health Board 

Report No. F.4/1990 

Financial Report for the Six Months ended 30th June. 1990 

At a meeting of the Budget Working Group held on 27th July, 1990 
the Chief Executive Officer reported as follows in relation to our 
Board's financial position for the six months ended on 30th June , 
1990:-

" 1 . The proportion of our Board's original budget £ 000 
attributable to the first six months of the year 
amounts to 106,015 

To this original budget amount must be added: 

1.1. Additional allocations sanctioned by the 
Department of Health in respect of: 

£ 000 

Refunds of Drugs 1,700 
D.P.M.A 500 
AIDS and Flu 300 

2 ,500 

Amount attributable to the 
6 months ended 30th June, 1990 1,250 

1.2. Additional allocation for development 
of Mental Handicap Services 338 

Additional allocation for development 
of elderly services 1,393 

1,731 

Amount attributable to the 
6 months ended 30th June, 1990 470 



1.3. Recoupment of expenditure incurred on: 

Additional Nursing Home Subventions 250 
European Social Fund Projects 375 
Approved increases in rates for travel 
expense payments 95 

Adjusted Budget at 30th June, 1990 108,455 

Actual Expenditure 109.335 

Unfavourable Variance £ 880 

The unfavourable variance reflects the underlying trend of 
expenditure for the first six months of the year in maintaining our 
existing levels of service commitments. The trend does not yet 
reflect the full impact of our budget efficiency measures, the effects 
of which will become more pronounced as the year progresses. In 
the second half of the year it is expected that the growing effect of 
these efficiency measures will reverse the expenditure trends 
experienced to date and enable us to come within approved budget 
levels by the year end." 

Following full consideration and clarification of matters arising from 
the Chief Executive Officer's report the position as outlined was 
noted by the Budget Working Group which will continue to monitor 
budgetary trends for the second half of the year. 

The Chief Executive Officer also reported that funding had been 
made available so that Unit 2 at James Connolly Memorial Hospital, 
which had been vacant, would be re-opened as an acute medical 
unit with 40 beds, that the proposed disposal of some of the staff 
houses at St. Brendan's and St. Ita's Hospitals was being proceeded 
with, that discussions were taking place regarding the development 
of sheltered housing on the site of the former health centre at 
Edenmore and that preliminary discussions were taking place with 
Bray Urban District Council regarding a site for a new Health 
Centre. In relation to the provision of psychiatric services in Co. 
Kildare members agreed that our Board's priority should be to 
initiate the new service by commissioning the various community 
facilities and the Acute Unit at Naas General Hospital, thus ceasing 
futher admissions to St. Dympna's Hospital, Carlow. The financial 
allocation already made available in 1990 would be applied for this 
purpose and on-going funding sought for 1991. 

27th July, 1990 Ivor Callely, 
Chairman 
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EASTERN HEALTH BOARD 

Minutes of Proceedings of Monthly Meeting 
held on 

Thursday 6th September, 1990 at 6 p.m. 
in 

The Boardroom, St. Mary's Hospital, Chapelizod, Dublin 20 . 

Present 

Sen. O. Bennett 
Cllr. B. Briscoe, T.D. 
Cllr. M. Carroll 
Dr. P. Devitt 
Cllr. P. D u n n e 
Cllr. Dr. D. Fitzpatrick, T.D. 
Cllr. M. G a n n o n 
Cllr. A. Groome 
Dr. R. Hawkins 
Dr. D. I. Keane 
Dr. P. McCarthy 
Cllr. C. Murphy 
Dr. J. O'Boyle 
Cllr. L. O'Neill 

Mrs. B. Bonar 
Cllr. I. Callely, T.D. 
Mrs. D. Clune 
Cllr. J. Dillon Byrne 
Cllr. B. J. Durkan, T.D. 
Cllr. C. Flood, T.D. 
Cllr. A. Glenn 
Cllr. W.J . Harvey 
Cllr. F. Hynes 
Cllr. T. Keenan 
Mr. G. McGuire 
Ms. M. Nealon 
Dr. B. O'Herlihy 
Cllr. J. Reilly  

Apologies 

Dr. R Corcoran, Cllr. R. Roche, T.D. 

In The Chair 

Cllr. I. Callely, T.D. 

Officers in Attendance 

Mr. K.J. Hickey, Chief Executive Officer 
Mr. F .J . Donohue, Programme Manager, Communi ty Care 
Mr. M. Walsh, Programme Manager, Special Hospital Care 
Mr. M. Gallagher, A/Programme Manager, General Hospital Care 
Prof. B. O'Donnell, Dubl in Medical Officer of Health 
Mr. T. Merriman, A/Technical Services Officer 
Mr. M. O'Connor, Secretary 
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81 /1990 
CONDOLENCES 

On the proposal of the Chairman votes of sympathy were passed with: 

1. The family of Maria O'Reilly, Communi ty Care Office, Old County Road, 
Cruml in . 

2. Mary Malone, General Medical Services Section, Emmet House, on the death 
of he r father. 

3. J o h n Stewart, General Medical Services Section, Emmet House, on the death 
of h is mother . 

82 /1990 
CHAIRMAN'S BUSINESS 

The Chairman read the following report which was noted by the Board: -

" 1 . O u r Board h a s been invited by the Adjudicating Committee for the 1990 
People of the Year Awards to make a nomina t ion for one of th i s year ' s 
awards . 

If member s wish to make such a nominat ion they should give the nominee 's 
n a m e to Mr. Matt O'Connor, Board Secretary. 

2. A mee t ing of t he Budget Working Group h a s b e e n a r r anged for 2 8 t h 
September , 1990 at 11.00 a.m. Members concerned will receive the u s u a l 
notices in due course." 

83 /1990 
CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF MONTHLY MEETING HELD ON 2ND AUGUST, 
1990 

The m i n u t e s of the month ly meet ing held on 2nd August, 1990 , having been 
circulated, were confirmed on a proposal by Cllr. Gannon, seconded by Cllr. Dunne. 

[a] Matters arising from the minutes 

Cllr. Dillon Byrne referred to the reply on page 92 regarding Cheeverstown 
House and , following a discussion to which Cllr. Dillon Byrne, Cllr. Hynes, 
Cllr. Carroll and Deputy Flood cont r ibuted , i t w a s agreed tha t m e m b e r s 
would be advised of any developments in th i s ma t t e r at the first opportunity, 
m o s t likely at t he next meet ing of the Special Hospital Care Programme 
Commit tee . 
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84/1990 
QUESTIONS TO THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

On a proposal by CUr. Dunne, seconded by Dr. Hawkins, it was agreed to answer the 
questions which had been lodged:-

"1. Cllr. L. O'Neill 

To ask the Chief Executive Officer if he is aware that for many months now 
the Finglas area has been without the services of a speech therapist, would he 
outline the difficulties which the Board have in recruiting staff to this 
service and pending its restoration can alternative arrangements be made 
for those who have been unable to obtain this service." 

Reply 

In response to a previous question in April, 1990 I advised the Board of the 
difficulties which had arisen regarding continuity of speech therapy services 
due to the fact that a number of Speech Therapist posts had fallen vacant. 

I am pleased to report that as a result of the recruitment drive referred to in 
my previous reply, which extended to Northern Ireland and Great Britain, 
all vacancies in our speech therapy services are now being filled. This will 
enable us to restore services in all areas and to commence clearing waiting 
lists. 

In the case of the Finglas area two vacancies have been filled during the past 
two weeks and a third Speech Therapist will take up duty on 10th September 
next. 

2. Cllr. Dr. D. Fitzpatrick, T.D. 

"How many reports of rat sightings have been notified to the Eastern Health 
Board in each of the following years; 1985, 1986, 1987, 1988 and 1989?" 

Reply 

No figures are available for the number of complaints received from the 
public about rat infestation. While all complaints are investigated not all 
are considered to require treatment. 

The number of premises treated by the Pest Control Department on foot of 
complaints received is as follows: -

1985 - 4,719 
1986 - 5,070 
1987 - 4,600 
1988 - 5,100 
1989 - 6,400 
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a Cllr. Dr. D. Fitzpatrick, T.D. 

"How many cases of Weil's Disease have been notified in each of the 
following years, 1985, 1986, 1987, 1988 and 1989?" 

Reply 

During the five years in question, only one case was notified to the Dublin 
Medical Officer of Health, in 1987. 

However, returns from the major Dublin Hospitals indicate that the number 
of cases diagnosed in them was as follows:-

1985 - 1 
1986 - 2 
1987 - 1 
1988 - 1 
1989 - 2 

The discrepancy is due to the fact that, with the exception of the single 1987 
case, all the other cases were from outside the Dublin area." 

85/1990 

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICERS REPORT 

The Chief Executive Officer read the following report which was noted by the Board:-

1. National Lottery, 1990 
I have circulated copies of two letters dated 10th August, 1990 received from 
the Department of Health notifying me of:-

1. Projects located in our Board's area which will receive National 
Lottery Funding directly from the Department 

2. National type programmes based in the Eastern Health Board area to 
which the Department has decided to allocate National Lottery Funds 
to be paid through our Board. 

3. A block allocation of £229,500 to be allocated in accordance with the 
guidelines set out in the letter. 

Applications for National Lottery funding in 1990 from the block allocation 
are currently being examined in detail and a report on the outcome of this 
examination will be brought to a meeting of the Budget Working Group on the 
28th September prior to its submission to the October Board meeting. 

2. Annual Report of the General Medical Services (Payments) Board 

The Annual Report of the General Medical Services (Payments) Board for the 
year ended 31st December, 1989 has recently been published. 
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Copies of the Report, and a commentary on it as it relates to our Board's area, 
will be circulated to all members for consideration by the Community Care 
Programme Committee at its September meeting. 

3, Rehabilitation Institute 

I am pleased to inform members that Mr. Michael Walsh, Programme 
Manager, Special Hospital Care, has been nominated by the health board 
Chief Executive Officers as their representative on the Board of the 
Rehabilitation Institute. He replaces Mr. P. Murtagh, Programme Manager, 
North Eastern Health Board, who is retiring. 

4. National Survey of Adult Dental Health 1989/1990 

Our Board's Dental Services participated with the Oral Health Research 
Unit, University College, Cork, in a National Survey of the Dental Health of 
Adults during 1989/1990. I have circulated, for the information of members, 
a brief summary of the preliminary results of this survey which recently 
became available. 

It was agreed with the Cork Unit during the course of the National Survey 
that a more detailed examination would be made of Adult Dental Health in 
the Eastern Health Board area. 

A more detailed report on the outcome of both surveys will be brought to the 
next meeting of the Community Care Programme Committee. 

5. Psychiatric Unit, Naas General Hospital 

I am pleased to inform members that the Psychiatric Department at Naas 
General Hospital has been selected as the winner of the Leinster Region 
"PLAN Building of the year competition", [organised by PLAN - the journal 
of architecture and interior design in Ireland] 

Along with four other buildings from Ulster, Munster, Connaught and 
Dublin City and County Regions it will be featured in an exhibition at PLAN 
EXPO where the overall winner - the 1990 PLAN BUILDING OF THE YEAR -
will be announced at the Point Depot on 11th September next.. 

I am sure members will wish to offer heartiest congratulations to the 
Architects concerned, A. & D. Wejchert, on this success, which follows the 
Psychiatric Unit's earlier award for the Eastern Region by the Royal 
Institute of Architects of Ireland." 

86/1990 
TEMPORARY BORROWING 

The following report no. 14/1990 from the Chief Executive Officer was submitted:-

"The approval of the Board to borrowing by way of overdraft during the period 
ending on 31st December, 1990 to a maximum of £6m is requested." 
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On a proposal by Cllr. Dillon Byrne, seconded by Dr. Hawkins, it was agreed to adopt 
the proposal contained in the Report. 

87 /1990 
BELGARD ROAD MENTAL HEALTH CENTRE 

At the request of Deputy Flood, it was agreed to defer consideration of report no. 
15 /1990 to the October meeting of our Board. 

88 /1990 
GROUP PERSONAL ACCIDENT INSURANCE SCHEMES - BOARD MEMBERS 

The following Report no. 1 6 / 1 9 9 0 from the Chief Executive Officer was submitted:-

T h i s report h a s been prepared to clarify a n u m b e r of ma t t e r s which were raised at 
t he Augus t meet ing of our Board in relation to the Irish Public Bodies Mutua l 
I n su rances Ltd. Group Personal Accident Schemes for members , which fall due for 
renewal on 1st September, 1990. 

It is only necessary for one local authori ty or hea l th board to include a m e m b e r 
u n d e r e i ther Scheme A or Scheme B. No double i n su rance cover exists . Cover 
opera tes u n d e r either Scheme in connection with membersh ip and a t t endance a t 
official mee t ings of local au thor i t ies , sub -commi t t ee s of local au thor i t i e s a n d 
hea l th boa rds . 

Our Board h a s been arranging cover under Scheme A for those members not already 
covered th rough their membersh ip of local author i t ies . The annua l p r emium per 
m e m b e r is £13.75.Where members indicate t ha t cover u n d e r Scheme B is required 
the additional p remium is paid by the members concerned. The number of members 
in respect of whom cover h a s been arranged by our Board is 27. This inc ludes 
m e m b e r s of the different Dublin local authori t ies . Those m e m b e r s of Kildare and 
Wicklow County Councils in the Scheme are covered th rough their respective local 
au tho r i t i e s . 

Members of Dail Eireann may also effect Personal Accident Insurance Cover unde r 
the Oireachtas Scheme [which is also provided through the I.P.B.M.I.] in addition to 
cover u n d e r either Scheme A or Scheme B as outlined above." 

It was agreed to note the Report. 

89 /1990 
PROGRESS REPORTS FROM PROGRAMME COMMITTEES 

1. Special Hospital Care Programme Committee 

On a proposal by Cllr. Reilly, seconded by Deputy Durkan, it was agreed to 
adopt the report. 
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The following matters were dealt with in the report: -

[a] Report on services provided by the Daughters of Charity to people 
with a mental handicap. 

[b] Report on workshop facilities for people with a mental handicap in 
Baltinglass, Co. Wicklow. 

General Hospital Care Programme Committee 

On a proposal by Cllr. Dunne, seconded by Cllr. Groome, it was agreed to 
adopt the report. 

The following matters were dealt with in the report: -

[a] Progress report on equipping the new Psychiatric Unit/Boiler House 
and ancillary accommodation at Naas General Hospital. 

[b] Comhairle na n'Ospideal approval to the joint appointment of a 
Consultant E.N.T. Surgeon between James Connolly Memorial 
Hospital and Beaumont Hospital 

Ic] Comhairle na • n'Ospideal approval to the appointment of an 
additional Consultant Anaesthetist at St. Columcille's Hospital. 

[d] Progress report on the provision of a transport service to and from 
St. Mary's Hospital, Chapelizod. 

[el Re-commencement of ante-natal clinics in Tallaght on 17th 

September, 1990. 

[f] Second draft of Nursing Home Regulations. 

[g] Report on services in Bru Chaoimhin. 

90/1990 
NOTICES OF MOTION 

1. The following motion was proposed by Deputy Durkan and seconded by Cllr. 
Groome:-

T h a t the Eastern Health Board would proceed with its plans to build a new 
Health Centre at Celbridge, Co. Kildare" 

Deputy Durkan referred to the growth in population in the Celbridge area in 
recent years and stressed the urgency of proceeding with the development of 
the proposed Health Centre. 

The Chief Executive Officer referred to the inclusion of a Health Centre for 
Celbridge on the Capital Priority list which had been adopted in June 1990. 
The Minister for Health subsequently received a deputation from our Board 
which had been requested with a view to making the earliest possible 
progress on the planning and realisation of the various capital projects 
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included in the priority list. The Department of Health is currently engaged 
in the preparation of a five-year capital programme and when this has been 
completed further discussions will be held in relation to the progressing of 
the planning of our Board's priority proposals. 

The following motion was proposed by Mr. G. McGuire:-

T h a t the Chief Executive Officer produce for submission to the Board, not 
later than the December, 1990 meeting, a written draft overall plan/report 
for dealing with the problem of homelessness in the Eastern Health Board 
area, which falls within the Board's responsibility, and that this 
plan/report include:-

[a] The total number of homeless people using the services of the 
Homeless Unit at Charles Street/Castle St., the numbers using the 
N.F.A. Unit in St. Brendan's, and the number of homeless young 
people coming in contact with our services in any one year. 

[b] The estimated total number of homeless people in the Eastern Health 
Board area, where it differs from [a] above and the methodology used 
in arriving at those numbers. 

[c] A comprehensive plan for services for 

{1} The adult homeless 
{2} Young homeless people 

aimed at offering every homeless person a long term secure future 
and a place to live. 

[d] The level of funding needed to implement such an overall plan and 
where that funding might be obtained. 

[e] The level of involvement in such a plan of the local authorities and 
the voluntary organisations working with the homeless. 

[f] The role of hostels in such a plan, with emphasis on providing a 
comprehensive service, good standards, accountability and working 
together, and daytime services for homeless people in what is their 
long term home." 

The motion was seconded by Cllr. Dillon Byrne and following a lengthy 
discussion to which Mr. McGuire, Mrs. Clune, Cllr. Dillon Byrne, Cllr. 
Glenn, Deputy Durkan, Cllr. Reilly, Cllr. Dunne, Dr. O'Herlihy, Cllr. Carroll, 
Cllr. Harvey, Cllr. Murphy, Deputy Flood, Dr. O'Boyle, Deputy Dr. 
Fitzpatrick contributed and to which the Chief Executive Officer replied, it 
was noted that the terms of the motion were only partially applicable to the 

functions of the Health Board while other parts referred to areas which were 
the responsibility of the Housing Authorities. Various reports had been 
submitted previously and adopted as Board policy e.g. in relation to the 
Homeless Persons Unit, and also relating to services for the Young Homeless 
and to services for Victims of Family Violence. In the light of this position, 
it was agreed that an up date report would be prepared for a meeting of the 
Community Care Programme Committee in relation to [a], [c] and [f] in so 
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far as it related to services provided by the Health Board. In relation to [b]  
[d] [e] and [f] it was agreed that under the terms of the Housing Act 1988 
these are largely matters for the Housing Authorities in respect of which 
liaison can take place at officer level. It was noted also that arrangements 
were already under way for a meeting between representatives of the Health 
Board and the Dublin Housing Authorities. 

91/1990 
CORRESPONDENCE 

The following letters, copies of which had been circulated, were noted:-

1. Two letters dated 10th August, 1990 from the Department of Health 
regarding National Lottery 1990. 

2. Letter from the Adjudicating Committee for the People of the Year Awards 
1990 inviting our Board to make a nomination for one of this year's awards. 

The meeting concluded at 7.45 p.m. 

Correct: K.J. Hickey, 
Chief Executive Officer. 

 
CHAIRMAN 
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EASTERN HEALTH BOARD 

Minutes of Proceedings of Monthly Meeting 
held on 

Thursday 4th October, 1990 at 6 p.m. 
in 

The Boardroom, St. Mary's Hospital, Chapelizod, Dublin 20 . 
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Mr. G. McGuire 
Dr. J. O'Boyle 
Cllr. J. Reilly 

Mrs. B. Bonar 
Cllr. I. Callely, T.D. 
Dr. R. Corcoran 
Cllr. J. Dillon Byrne 
Cllr. B.J. Durkan T.D. 
Cllr. Dr. D. Fitzpatrick T.D. 
Cllr. A. Glenn 
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Cllr. F. Hynes 
Cllr. T. Keenan 
Prof. J. McCormick 
Cllr. C. Murphy 
Dr. B. O'Herlihy 
Cllr. R Roche, T.D. 

In the Chair 

Cllr. I. Callely, T.D. 

Officers in Attendance 

Mr. K.J. Hickey, Chief Executive Officer 
Mr. M. Walsh, Programme Manager, Special Hospital Care 
Mr. J . Doyle, A /Programme Manager, Community Care 
Mr. S. O'Brien, A/Programme Manager, General Hospital Care 
Prof. B. O'Donnell, Dublin Medical Officer of Health 
Mr. G. Brennan , Technical Services Officer 
Mr. M. Gallagher, Finance Officer 
Ms. M. Kelly, A/Personnel Officer 
Mr. M. O'Connor, Secretary 
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92/1990 
CONDOLENCES 

On the proposal of the Chairman, votes of sympathy were passed with:-

1. Mr. Gerry Brennan, Technical Services Officer, on the death of his brother. 

2. Mr. Seamus Murphy, Administrator, St. Laurence's Road, Clontarf on the 
death of his sister. 

3. Professor J.S. Doyle, on the death of his father-in-law, Mr. Kevin 
Harrington, a former member of our Board. 

93/1990 

CHAIRMAN'S BUSINESS 

The Chairman read the following report which was noted by the Board:-

"1. Psychiatric Services, Co. Kildare 
Representatives of our Board, and of the South Eastern Health Board met in 
the General Hospital, Naas, on 27th September, 1990 to discuss the provision 
of psychiatric services in Co. Kildare. 

The plans of both health boards in relation to the provision of psychiatric 
services in line with the policy document "Planning for the Future", 
following the closure of St. Dympna's Hospital in Carlow, were discussed. It 
was noted that discussions were continuing with the Department of Health 
regarding the level of funding necessary for our Board to develop the services 
planned for Co. Kildare in 1991 and subsequent years. 

It was agreed to exchange copies of both boards' proposals for the 
development of services and that another meeting should be arranged when 
the position regarding the level of funding for 1991 became clear. 

2. St. James's Hospital Board 

I have been advised by the Minister for Health that he has decided to re
appoint the existing Board of St. James's Hospital, which includes four 
members nominated by our Board, for a further period of one year from 8th 
October, 1990. 

3. Federated Dublin Voluntary Hospitals 

Two vacancies exist on the Central Council of the Federated Dublin 
Voluntary Hospitals following the resignation of Dr. R. Hawkins and myself. 

In accordance with the usual practice the appointment of two persons to be 
members of the Central Council will be on the agenda for the November 
meeting of our Board. 
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Committee of the Whole House on Single Parent Births and Families. 

Members are requested to note that the next meeting of the Committee will 
be held on Friday 19th October, 1990 at 11 a.m. in the Boardroom. Written 
notice of the change of date will be issued." 

94/1990 
CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF MONTHLY MEETING HELD ON 6TH 
SEPTEMBER, 1990 

The minutes of the monthly meeting held on 6th September, 1990, having been 
circulated, were confirmed on a proposal by Cllr. Gannon, seconded by Cllr. Carroll. 

95/1990 
QUESTIONS TO THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

On a proposal by Cllr. Dunne, seconded by Cllr. Carroll, it was agreed to answer the 
questions which had been lodged. 

"1. Cllr. B.J. Durkan, T.D. 

"To ask the Chief Executive Officer to state the number of applications for 
D.P.M.A. received by the Eastern Health Board in the last 12 month period in 
respect of which records are available, the number which have been 
approved, the number rejected and the number still outstanding and to 
further state if a general reason exists for refusals." 

Reply 

In the 12 months ended 31st December, 1989, the number of Disabled 
Persons [Maintenance] Allowance applications received was 1221. The 
number of applications granted was 726, and the number refused was 409, 
leaving a total outstanding, at that date, of 86. 

Applicants must qualify medically and financially. The examining Medical 
Officer of our Board must be satisfied that applicants are substantially 
handicapped in undertaking work of a kind which, if they were not so 
handicapped, would be suited to their age, experience and qualifications. 

Our Board is also legally obliged to have regard to the income of the 
applicant and his/her spouse in determining the amount of allowance to be 
paid. 

In general terms, a person whose nett income and/or that of their spouse, 
equals or exceeds the designated D.P.M.A. rate for their particular family 
composition would not be considered eligible for D.P.M.A. 
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The current weekly rates [from July 1990] are, 

Single Recipient £52 
Recipient and Spouse £83 
Recipient, Spouse and 1 Child £94 

An additional £11 is payable for each additional dependant child. 

The numbers in receipt of D.P.M.A. in recent years are shown below:-

YEAR 
1988 
1989 

| 1990 

RECIPIENTS 
6,130 
6,339 
6,500 

EXPENDITURE 
£15,088,104 
£16,181,155 
£17,500,000 (Estimated) 

2. Cllr. B.J. Durkan, T.D. 

"To ask the Chief Executive Officer to indicate the progress since the 
beginning of the year in the matter of dealing with the long lists awaiting 
orthodontic treatment, and [a] the number seeking treatment at the 
beginning of the year, [b] the number who have received treatment since 
then, [c] the number of patients who have been seen by the orthodontist on 
more than one occasion since January last and [d] the number still on the 
waiting list." 

Reply 

At the end of September 1990 there were 11,656 children being assessed to 
ascertain their orthodontic requirements. Since April 1990 our Board's 
Principal Dental Surgeons are examining all cases on the list with a view to 
including them in one of the following categories:-

Category A Severe, requiring Consultant Orthodontist intervention 
Category B Children who can be dealt with by Dental Surgeons with 

specialist qualifications in Orthodontics 
Category C those with minor and often cosmetic requirements 

From the numbers already assessed it is calculated there will be a small 
number, no more that 300 in Category A and up to 5,000 will fall within 
Category B. It is expected all assessments will be completed within the next 
ten weeks. 

The following are the numbers in the course of treatment:-

Category A 235 started 1/4/90 over 18 month treatment period 
Category B 320 started 1 /4/90 with an additional 100 to start on 1/10/90 

- treatment programme 12-18 mths 
Category C 250 

Our Board recently advertised in Ireland, Great Britain and Northern 
Ireland to recruit additional Dentists with the specialist qualifications in 
orthodontics. We await the results and will be in a position to engage any 
who are available." 



1 1 1  04/10/1990 

96/1990 

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICERS REPORT 

The Chief Executive Officer read the following report which was noted by the Board: 

"I. Health [Nursing Homes] Act, 1990 
I have circulated under correspondence with the Agenda for this meeting, a 
copy of the Health (Nursing Homes) Act, 1990 which recently came to hand, 
having now become law. 

I am advised that the Regulations under the Act are currently nearing 
completion and that it is expected that a commencement order, bringing the 
Act into operation, will be made around the end of the year. 

Members will be kept advised of further developments through the General 
Hospital Care Programme Committee. 

2. National Fuel Scheme 1990/91 

I have circulated under correspondence with the Agenda for this meeting, 
copy of Department of Social Welfare Circular ( No. SA 9/90 dated 13th 
September, 1990) regarding the 1990/91 National Fuel Scheme which will 
operate for 26 weeks from 15th October, 1990 to week commencing 8th April, 
1991. 

Our attention has been drawn to the changes from last year's scheme in 
relation to:-

[i] the further relaxing of the living alone condition so as not to exclude 
households where a recipient of short time Unemployment 
Assistance is resident. 

[ii] inclusion under the Scheme of recipients of the newly introduced 
Widowers Pension and Deserted Husband's Allowance and of small
holders who are in receipt of long term Unemployment Assistance. 

[iii] inclusion of recipients of Austrian Social Security Pensions in the 
qualifying categories. 

The level of payment will be £5 per week. In addition, in the area covered by 
the ban on bituminous coal, i.e. the whole of Dublin City and Dun Laoghaire, 
and the built up areas of Dublin County and adjacent areas including greater 
Bray, a special Smokeless Fuel Allowance of £3 per week per low income 
households is being introduced. 

a "Social Welfare Rates of Payment 1990" 

I have circulated, with the papers for the meeting, copies of the Department 
of Social Welfare Booklet "Social Welfare Rates of Payment 1990" which 
contains up-to-date information on rates of payment from the Department 
of Social Welfare and the Health Boards. 
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4. National Lottery 

The following have already been circulated to each member prior to this 
meeting: 

(I) My report [copy filed with official minute] on the outcome of the 
examination of the various applications for funding out of the block 
allocation of £229,500 for 1990 as mentioned in my report to the last 
Board meeting. Details of the various grants set out in the report 
have been noted and agreed by the Budget Working Group. 

(II) Copy of a letter dated 4th September, 1990 received from the Youth 
Affairs Section of the Department of Education giving details of five 
grants totalling £206,000 which have been approved for various 
projects for disadvantaged youths under the aegis of the Eastern 
Health Board. 

5. Dublin Dental Hospital Board 

I have circulated this evening, for the information of members, a list of the 
members of the Dublin Dental Hospital Board who have recently been 
appointed by the Minister for Health for a four year term expiring on 30th 
July, 1994. 

61 Third Level Education Initiatives for the Unemployed 

I have circulated, this evening, for the information of members, copies of 
Department of Social Welfare Circular [SA.11/90 of 1st October, 1990] 
regarding a new initiative to allow unemployed people attend third level 
courses while continuing to receive their unemployment payments or 
benefits under the Supplementary Welfare Allowances Scheme [e.g. fuel 
allowances, butter vouchers, Christmas bonuses and weekly rent 
supplements]. 

The Scheme will operate on a two year pilot basis commencing in the current 
academic year." 

In a discussion regarding the membership of the Dublin Dental Hospital Board to 
which Mrs. Clune, Cllr. Hynes, Deputy Briscoe, Cllr. Gannon, Cllr. Glenn, Cllr. 
Dunne, Deputy Roche and Dr. Keane contributed, it was noted that our Board was not 
represented. It was agreed that the Chairman should raise this matter with the 
Minister for Health and convey to him the views expressed in support of the 
inclusion of a representative of our Board on the Board of the Dublin Dental 
Hospital. 

Following a discussion on the distribution of our Board's block allocation of 
National Lottery funding to which Cllr. Carroll, Cllr. Dillon Byrne, Cllr. Gannon, 
Dr. McCarthy, Mrs. Clune and Mr. McGuire contributed, the Chief Executive Officer 
clarified the position regarding the criteria used is assessing the applications 
received and in relation to the procedures which will be followed to ensure that the 
money made available is used for the purposes specified in the applications. 
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97 /1990 
BELGARD ROAD MENTAL HEALTH CENTRE 

It was agreed that Report no. 1 5 / 1 9 9 0 should be referred for consideration by the 
Special Hospital Care Programme Committee. 

98 /1990 
FINANCIAL POSITION AT 31ST AUGUST, 1990 

Report no. F 5 / 1 9 9 0 [copy filed with ofiQcial minutej which had been circulated was 
noted. 

99 /1990 
PROGRESS REPORTS FROM PROGRAMME COMMITTEES 

1. Special Hospital Care Programme Committee 

On a proposed by Dr. O'Herlihy, seconded by Cllr. Reilly, it was agreed to 
adopt the report. 

The following ma t t e r s were dealt with in the report:-

[a] Services at Stewart ' s Hospital, Palmerstown 

[b] Recommendation that a special Board meeting should be held to 
d iscuss Cheeverstown House 

[cj Report on the National Rehabili tation Board 

[d] Recommendat ion regarding a review of eligibility cri teria for 
Disabled Persons [Maintenance] Allowances. 

Following a discussion on the criteria for eligibility for Disabled Persons 
[Maintenance] Allowances to which Deputy Durkan, Dr. O'Herlihy, Dr. 
O'Boyle, Ald. FitzGerald contributed and to which the Chief Executive Officer 
replied, it was agreed to examine the matterjurther bearing in mind the 
various points made by the members. 

2. General Hospital Care Programme Committee 

On a proposal by Cllr. Dillon Byrne, seconded by Cllr. Dunne, it was agreed to 
adopt the report. 

The following ma t t e r s were dealt with in the report:-

[a] Progress report on psychiatric uni t /boi ler house and ancilliary 
accommodat ion at Naas General Hospital 

[b] Progress report on new Day Room at Baltinglass District Hospital 

[c] General Practit ioner Access Scheme, St. Vincent 's Hospital , Athy 
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[d] Transport services to St. Mary's Hospital, Chapelizod 

[e] Consultant posts, James Connolly Memorial Hospital, 
Blanchardstown 

[f] Development of pathology services at St. Columcille's Hospital, 
Loughlinstown 

[g] Report on services in St. Vincent's Hospital, Athy 

3. Community Care Programme Committee 

On a proposal by Mr. McGuire, seconded by Cllr. Dunne, it was agreed to 
adopt the report. 

The following matters were dealt with in the report:-

(al Meeting of Committee arranged to consider update of reports on the 
development of services for homeless young people. 

[b] Report of the General Medical Services [Payments} Board, 1989 

[c] Report on survey of adult dental health 

[d] Letter dated 15th August, 1990 from the Department of Health 
regarding medical card eligibility in relation to family income 
supplements and payments under the Social Employment Scheme 

[e] Circular dated 7th August, 1990 from the Department of Health in 
relation to Better Employment Opportunities for People with a 
Disability 

Ig] Letter dated 3rd August, 1990 from Leitrim County Council calling on 
Health Boards and the Department of Health to become actively 
involved in sponsorship of sport for the youth of the country. 

[h] Report on services in Area 9 [Kildare] 

100/1990 
CORRESPONDENCE 

Items of correspondence as already referred to in the Chief Executive Officer's 
Report, were noted. 
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101/1990 
OTHER BUSINESS 

In response to an enquiry from Cllr. Glenn regarding the Dr. Steeven's Hospital 
Project the Chief Executive Officer informed the members that a progress report 
would be presented to the Committee appointed in connection with Headquarters 
Accommodation within the next few weeks. 

The meeting concluded at 7.15 p.m. 

Correct: K.J. Hickey 
Chief Executive Officer 

CHAIRMAN 





NATIONAL LOTTERY 

The Department of Health, in a letter dated 10th August 1990, 
copy already circulated, advised our Board that a block allocation of 
£229,500 was being provided from the National Lottery for 
distribution on the following conditions:-

"Grants may be allocated to community based projects under 
the headings: mental and physical handicap, the elderly, 
psychiatric services, child services, personal social services 
(including information and counselling services). 

At least 70% of the block grant should be allocated to local 
voluntary groups. 

Particular care should be taken to ensure that grants are 
made only to viable schemes which will be completed within 
a reasonable period. The health boards should take particular 
care to assess the ongoing revenue implications in 
determining the priority of schemes. 

It is suggested that in making decisions on the allocation of 
the block grant health boards might adopt procedures similar 
to those already established in relation to the determination 
of Section 65 Grants". 

In accordance with these guidelines it is proposed to make the 
following grants:-

Physical and Mental Handicap Services 

Fingal Association for Handicapped Children 

Contribution towards the costs of refurbishment 

of premises £ 3,000 

Parents and Friends of St Loman's 

Contribution towards the costs of replacement 
minibus £ 5,000 
The Camphill Community - Dunshane 

Contribution towards the costs of building 
conversion £10,000 



(2 ) 

KA.R.E. 

Contribution towards reduction of accumulated 

deficit £10,000 

Helping Hands - Tallaght 

Contribution towards the costs of a minibus £ 2,000 

Fr John Sullivan Resource Centre - Clane 

Contribution towards costs of premises 
refurbishment £ 8,000 

Psychiatric Services 

Friends of Court Hall - Mulhuddart 

Contribution towards the costs of replacement 

minibus £ 5,000 

Tolco 

Refurbishment of Premises for Ballymun 
Day Hospital £ 30,000 

Services for the Elderly 

The Brabazon Trust Sheltered Housing Complex 
- Sandymount 

Contribution towards the costs of fire 

precaution measures £14,000 

Altadore Sheltered Housing Complex - Glenageary 

Contribution towards the cost of equipment £ 7,000 

Brookfield Day Centre for the Elderly - Blackrock 
Contribution towards the cost of equipment 
and access facilities £ 9,000 
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Little Sisters of the Poor. Sacred Heart 
Residence - Sybil Hill. Raheny 

Contribution towards the cost of a minibus £ 5,000 

Lourdes Day Centre - Sean McDermot St. Dublin 

Contribution towards reduction of accumulated 

deficit £ 5,000 

Newbridge Day Care Centre 

Contribution towards the cost of a minibus £ 5,000 

West Wicklow Day Care Committee 

Contribution towards the costs of providing a 

day room at Baltinglass £10 ,000 

Dun Laoghaire Active Retirement Association 

Contribution towards the costs of premises 

and equipment £ 5,000 

The Jewish Home of Ireland 

Contribution towards the costs of fire 
precaution measures £10 ,000 
'Choices' Community Development Group 
- Shankill 

Contribution towards the costs of transport £ 1,000 

Rialto Development Association 

Contribution towards the cost of provision 

of premises for a day centre £10 ,000 

Crumlin Day Activation Centre 

Contribution towards the cost of replacement 
of day centre premises £10 ,000 
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Child and Social Services 

Mercy Family Centre. Weaver Square. Dublin 8 

Contribution towards the cost of premises 
refurbishment £ 8,000 

Steering Committee Disadvantaged Youth 
Programme 

Contribution towards the costs of equipment £ 5,000 

Hyperactive Children Support Group 

Contribution towards the cost of equipment £ 500 

Linx - Ballymun 

Contribution towards the costs of services £ 2,000 

Aoibhneas Womens Refuge - Ballymun 

Contribution towards costs of services £20 ,000 

Cuan Mhuire - Athy 

Contribution towards cost of providing new 

kitchen and food preparation area £20 ,000 

Dublin Committee for Travellers - Trudder House 

Contribution towards cost of a minibus £ 5,000 

Bray Women's Refuge 

Contribution towards costs of services £ 2,000 
Bereavement Counselling Service -
St Anns Church. Dawson Street 

Contribution towards costs of services £ 3.000 

TOTAL £229 ,500 

K J HICKEY 
Chief Executive Officer 26th September 1990. 



 
Agenda Item No 5 

EASTERN HEALTH BOARD 

Report No F5/1990 

Financial Position at 31st August 1990 

At a meeting of the Budget Working Group held on 28th September 
1990, the Chief Executive Officer reported as follows in relation to 
our Board's financial position at 31st August 1990:-

1. Current Budget Position 

Excess expenditure to 31st August 1990 

Factors Accounting for Variance 

Community Care 

Refund of drugs 
D.P.MA. 
Dental Services (since June 
no reimbursement yet) 

General Hospitals 

James Connolly Hospital 
St Columcilles Hospital 
Naas Hospital 
Ambulance Service 
Overseas Treatment 
Nursing Home Subventions 
AIDS Service 

Special Hospitals 

St Brendan's Hospital 
St Ita's Hospital 
Capitation Payments 
Contract Services 

£000 

1,000 
300 

150 

200 
200 
100 
300 
600 
350 
200 

250 
150 
200 
200 

£000 

4,500 

1,450 

1,950 

750 

Technical Services 

Maintenance 600 



[2] 

Central Services 

Interest Charges 
Travel 
Legal Costs 

Less Improved Income 
Total Overrun to-date 

75 
55 
60 

190 

4 ,940 
<440> 

£4 ,500 

2. Projected Budget Position 31 /12 /1990 

Overrun to 31st August 1990 
(8 months) 

Projected Overrun to 31 /12 /90 
(12 months) 

4,500 £ 0 0 0 

6,750 

Add Service Developments (From Aug to Dec) 

Unit 2 J.C.M. 
Elderly Services 
Psychiatric Services-Kildare 
Orthopaedic Services 

Expected Out-Turn 

300 
700 
300 
300 1,600 

8,350 

Less 

(a) Additional Allocations 

Special Allocation 
Elderly Services 
Nursing Home Subventions 
Travel Expense Increases 
Unit 2, J.C.M. 
Psychiatric Services 

2,500 
1,393 

5 0 0 (Anticipated) 
1 8 0 
3 0 0 
3 0 0 5 , 1 7 3 

Overrun to be dealt with by EHB £3 ,177 



[3] 

(b) Budget Measures 

Existing Bed Closures 
Maintenance 
Purchasing 
Overtime 
Conversion of Temp Posts to Perm 
Travel 
Appliances 
Superannuation 

100 
300 
350 

5 0 
200 
150 

7 5 
300 1.525 

Residual Overrun £1 ,652 

Less 

European Social Funds 1.000 
Final Projected Overrun 652" 

The Chief Executive Officer also reported that, in addition to the 
budget measures listed above, he was hopeful that the above final 
projected overrun could be successfully eliminated by the end of 
the year. 

Following full consideration and clarification of matters arising from 
the Chief Executive Officer's report, the position as outlined was 
noted by the Budget Working Group which will continue to monitor 
budgetary trends for the remainder of the year. 

The Budget Working Group also noted and agreed with the Chief 
Executive Officer's Report in relation to the grants proposed from 
our Board's block allocation of £229,500 from National Lottery 
Funding for 1990. Department of Education letter dated 4th 
September, 1990 [copy enclosed] regarding a grant of £206,000 
from the Special National Lottery Fund for Disadvantaged Youth was 
also noted. 

IVOR CALLELY 
Chairman 1st October 1990. 
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EASTERN HEALTH BOARD 

Minutes of proceedings of Special Meeting 
held in 

The Boardroom, St, Mary's Hospital, Chapelizod, Dublin 20 
on 

Tuesday 23rd October, 1990 at 6.00 p.m. 

Present 

Sen. O. Bennett Mrs. B. Bonar 
Cllr. B. Briscoe, T.D. Cllr. I. Callely, T.D. 
Dr. R Corcoran Mrs. D. Clune 
Cllr. P. Dunne Cllr. M. Gannon 
Cllr. A. Glenn Cllr. A. Groome 
Cllr. W.J. Harvey Cllr. P. Hickey 
Cllr. F. Hynes Dr. D.I. Keane 
Cllr. T. Keenan Dr. P. McCarthy 
Mr. G. McGuire Dr. J. Masterson 
Cllr. C. Murphy Ms. M. Nealon 
Dr. J. O'Boyle Dr. B. O'Herlihy 
Cllr. L. O'Neill 

Apologies 

Cllr. M. Carroll, Prof. J .S. Doyle, 
Cllr. Dr. D. Fitzpatrick, T.D. 

In the Chair 

Cllr. I. Callely, T.D. 

Officers in Attendance 

Mr. K. Hickey. Chief Executive Officer 
Mr. M. Walsh, Programme Manager, Special Hospital Care 
Mr. J. Doyle, A/Programme Manager, Community Care 
Mr. S. O'Brien, A/Programme Manager, General Hospital Care 
Mr. M. Gallagher, Finance Officer 
Ms. M. Kelly, A/Personnel Officer 
Mr. M. O'Connor, Secretary 
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102/90 
PROPOSAL TO SUSPEND STANDING ORDERS 

A proposal by Mr. McGuire, seconded by Cllr. Gannon, for the suspension of 
Standing Orders to discuss [a] an item in a recent Sunday newspaper regarding a 
mentally handicapped girl and [b] a report on mental handicap services in Area no. 
8 was declared lost as it did not have the requisite support of three quarters of the 
members present. 

103/1990 
CHEEVERSTOWN HOUSE 

The following Report from the Chief Executive Officer was submitted. 

1. Members are already familiar with the background to the difficulties 
preventing the full commissioning of the mental handicap services at 
Cheeverstown. 

These difficulties go back to 1984/85 when commissioning commenced i.e. 
Day Care Service and 1 Residential Unit. At that stage funding was given 
direct from the Department of Health. 

In January 1987 the Minister for Health transferred the funding of 
Cheeverstown House to the Eastern Health Board indicating a budget of 
£1.489m for that year. At that stage there were 130 day care and 10 residents 
receiving service. Total number of staff at that time was 96. 

Following protracted discussions an agreement was worked out and a 
revised budget of £2.1 m agreed for 1988 to accommodate an additional 50 
residents - total 60 in all - with a revised staff complement of 121 following a 
major rationalisation of existing staffing. 

2. Following a number of difficulties which arose in relation to both policy and 
operational matters, our Board at a special meeting in May 1988 decided to 
put a number of options to Cheeverstown House as a condition of future 
funding. These involved either a lease or licence to our Board from 
Cheeverstown House or a major restructuring of the Cheeverstown House 
Executive Committee (i.e. Board) with nominees of our Board drawn from the 
specialists in the field from the major voluntary organisations. None of 
these options was accepted by Cheeverstown House. 

3. During the latter part of 1988 there were on-going discussions between the 
Minister for Health and his officers, our Board and the Board of 
Cheeverstown House which led to the setting up by the Minister of an Interim 
Management Committee chaired by Mr. Eamon Doherty (former Garda 
Commissioner) which commenced to function in January 1989. Because of 
difficulties experienced with the Board of Cheeverstown House Ltd. and 
Cheeverstown Convalescent Home this Committee ceased to function in 
March 1989. 

Further discussions between the Minister and representatives of our Board 
and of Cheeverstown ensued and the Minister also indicated at the end of 
1989 that he was taking further steps to deal with the situation. 
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4. Early this year an initiative was taken by the Federation of Voluntary 
Organisations for Services for People with Mental Handicap which set up a 
sub-committee consisting of Mr. John Birmingham, Chairman of the 
Federation, Br. Alfred Hassett, Provincial, Brothers of Charity, Dr. M. 
Mulcahy, Chief Executive and Medical Director Stewarts Hospital, Mr. John 
O'Gorman, Deputy Co-ordinator of services, Moore Abbey. 

This sub-committee first met with representatives of Cheeverstown and then 
with representatives of our Board in April/May of this year. It was indicated 
to us that further discussions with Cheeverstown were planned. Following 
enquiries at the beginning of September the indications were that there was 
unlikely to be any definite outcome to the initiative by the sub-committee of 
the Federation. However, Br. Alfred Hasset, a member of that sub
committee, has since been conducting discussions on an individual basis 
with the Chairman of Cheeverstown and with the Programme Manager and 
myself. Our Board's Chairman and the other members of our Board's sub
group on Cheeverstown have been kept advised of this further development. 
The likelihood of an agreement emerging from these further discussions 
will, I expect, be known later this week. 

5. The present position regarding services at Cheeverstown is that 130 day care 
and 60 residential places are functioning and a further 60 residential places 
are vacant. The budget allocation by our Board to Cheeverstown House in the 
current year is £2.292m." 

Following a discussion to which Mrs, Clune, Dr, O'Herlihy, Cllr, Hynes, Cllr, Dunne, 
Cllr, Groome, Cllr. Murphy, Cllr. Gannon, Dr. O'Boyle, Dr. McCarthy, Mr. McGuire, 
Deputy Briscoe, Cllr. Hickey, and Cllr. Glenn contributed, and to which the Chief 
Executive Officer replied, it was agreed to note the Report and to await the outcome 
of the on-going discussions. Any further developments would be reported to the sub
group on Cheeverstown or to the Board at its November meeting. 

104/1990 
OTHER BUSINESS 

With the permission of the Chairman Mr. McGuire referred to an item in a recent 
Sunday newspaper regarding a mentally handicapped girl in residential care and 
enquired if the centre referred to was administered by our Board. 

The Chief Executive Officer said he would make enquiries regarding the particular 
matter and suggested that members who had enquiries or observations regarding 
matters appearing in the media should make direct contact with the relevant 
Programme Manager. 

The meeting concluded at 7.30 p.m. 

Correct: K.J. Hickey, 
Chief Executive Officer. 

CHAIRMAN 
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EASTERN HEALTH BOARD 

Minutes of Proceedings of Monthly Meeting 
held in 

The Boardroom, St. Mary's Hospital, Chapelizod, Dublin 20 
on 

Thursday 1st November, 1990 at 6.00 p.m. 

Present 

Sen. O. Bennett 
Cllr. B. Briscoe, T.D. 
Cllr. M. Carroll 
Mrs. D. Clune 
Cllr. P. D u n n e 
Ald. A. FitzGerald 
Cllr. M. Gannon 
Cllr. A. Groome 
Cllr. P. Hickey 
Cllr. T. Keenan 
Mr. G. McGuire 
Cllr. C. Murphy 
Dr. J. O'Boyle 
Cllr. L. O'Neill 

Mrs. B. Bonar 
Cllr. I. Callely, T.D. 
Dr. R Corcoran 
Cllr. J. Dillon Byrne 
Cllr. B.J. Durkan , T.D. 
Cllr. Dr. D. Fitzpatrick, T.D. 
Cllr. A. Glenn 
Cllr. W.J. Harvey 
Cllr. F. Hynes 
Dr. P. McCarthy 
Dr. J . Masterson 
Ms. M. Nealon 
Dr. B. O'Herlihy 
Cllr. J. Reilly 

In the Chair 

Cllr. I. Callely, T.D. 

Officers in Attendance 

Mr. K.J. Hickey, Chief Executive Officer 
Mr. M. Walsh, Programme Manager, Special Hospital Care 
Mr. J. Doyle, A/Programme Manager, Community Care 
Mr. S. O'Brien, A/Programme Manager, General Hospital Care 
Prof. B. O'Donnell, Dublin Medical Officer of Health 
Mr. G. Brennan, Technical Services Officer 
Mr. M. Gallagher, Finance Officer 
Ms. M. Kelly, A/Personnel Officer 
Ms. F. McNamara, A/Secre ta ry 
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105/90 
CONDOLENCES 

On the proposal of Cllr. Harvey, a vote of sympathy was passed with Cllr. Paddy 
Hickey on the death of his sister. 

On a proposal of the Chairman votes of sympathy were passed with thefollowing:-

1. Fergus Kelly, Community Welfare Officer, on the death of his father. 

2. Darren Finn, Grade III Officer, Salaries Section, on the death of his sister. 

106/90 

CHAIRMAN'S BUSINESS 

The Chairman read the following report which was noted by the Board:-

1.    December Meeting of Board 
With the members' agreement, it is proposed to hold the December meeting of 
our Board on Thursday 13th December, 1990 at 6.00 p.m. 

The December meeting of the Special Hospital Care Programme Committee 
will be held on 6th December, 1990 at 11.00 a.m. 

2. Meeting of Budget Working Group 

A meeting of the Budget Working Group will be held on Monday 19th 
November, 1990 at 11.00 a.m. to consider our Board's financial position at 
31st October, 1990. 

Members concerned will be notified in writing regarding this meeting." 

107/90 
CONFIRMATION OF THE MINUTES OF THE MONTHLY MEETING HELD ON 4TH 
OCTOBER, 1990 

The minutes of the monthly meeting held on 4th October, 1990, having been 
circulated, were confirmed on a proposal by Cllr. Hickey, seconded by Cllr. Dillon 
Byrne. 

la] Matters arising from the minutes 

Cllr. Durkan referred to Minute no. 93/90 regarding the provision of 
psychiatric services in Co. Kildare and enquired as to progress in the 
exchange of proposals for development between our Board and the South 
Eastern Health Board. 

The Chief Executive Officer replied that proposals had been exchanged and 
contact made with the Department of Health. The issue of the level of 
funding for 1991 is being followed up. 



121 01/11/1990 

108/90 

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER'S REPORT 

The Chief Executive Officer read the following report which was noted by the Board:-

I. Health Research Board - Annual Report and Accounts 1989 
I have circulated this evening, for the information of members, copies of the 
Annual Report and Accounts for 1989 for the Health Research Board. 

Apart from the Chairman's statement and Chief Executive's summary, the 
Report also includes a summary of the Health Research Board's research 
grants scheme and of the work undertaken by its various Research Units. 
Details regarding the health information systems and the current range of 
epidemiological studies undertaken by senior staff are also given. 

I am sure members will find the Report useful and informative. 

2. Disposal of portion of the site at 87 St Lawrence Road, Clontarf 

It is proposed to dispose of portion of our site at 87 St. Lawrence Road, 
Clontarf for a social housing development related to our Board's services. 

In accordance with the usual practice a Section 83 notice will be circulated 
for consideration at the December meeting of our Board. 

3. Inspection of Newcastle Hospital, Co. Wicklow 

The Department of Health have forwarded to me for comment a copy of a 
recent report by the Inspector of Mental Hospitals on the psychiatric 
services provided in and from Newcastle Hospital. 

I am sure that members will be pleased to know that once again the Inspector 
has expressed himself as being very impressed with the high level of services 
provided and that he had no recommendations to make in relation to any 
improvements, following his inspection. 

I am sure also that the Board will wish to congratulate all the staff concerned 
on such a satisfactory report. 

4. Central Planning Committee - Mental Handicap Services 

I have circulated this evening for the information of members, a copy of a 
report which has just recently been adopted by the Central Planning 
Committee for services for the mentally handicapped in our Board's area. 

This will be brought before the next meeting of the Special Hospital Care 
Programme Committee for detailed examination and discussion prior to its 
adoption by our Board and formal submission to the Department of Health. 
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5. Services at Cheeverstoum House 

Members of our Board were fully up-dated at last week's special meeting on 
the cur ren t position in relation to Cheeverstown House. 

I am pleased to inform members tha t it now seems likely that a basis h a s 
been reached on which a future positive working relationship between our 
Board and Cheeverstown authori t ies may be developed. 

Details of the outcome of recent discussions have been provided to the 
members of the sub-group appointed by our Board and these will be reported 
at the next meeting of the Special Hospital Care Programme Committee for 
considerat ion and final recommendat ion to our Board. 

I feel t ha t member s will welcome any developments tha t will enable the 
facilities at Cheeverstown to be further developed and fully utilised towards 
meeting priority requirements for services for the mentally handicapped in 
our Board's area." 

Mr. McGuire asked to be associated with the compliments regarding Newcastle 
Hospital. 

In a discussion relating to Cheeverstown House, Cllr. Hynes requested that his 
dissatisfaction with the rate of progress being made be recorded. Following a 
general discussion on the issue to which Cllr. Hynes, Mr. McGuire, Cllr. Carroll, 
Cllr. Gannon, The Chairman, Deputy Durkan, Cllr. Dillon Byrne, Mrs. Bonar, Mrs. 
Clune and Cllr. Dunne contributed and to which the Chief Executive Officer replied, 
it was decided that the agreement reached should be discussed in detail at the next 
meeting of the Special Hospital Care Programme Committee. 

109/90 
CENTRAL COUNCIL OF THE FEDERATED DUBLIN VOLUNTARY HOSPITALS -
MEMBERSHIP 

The following Report no. 1 7 / 1 9 9 0 by the Chief Executive Officer was submitted:-

T h e Hospitals Federat ion a n d Amalgamation Act, 1961, provides for t he 
appoin tment by ou r Board of five persons to be members of the Central Council of 
t h e Federated Dublin Voluntary Hospitals. 

Ou r Board is represented on the Central Council by:-

Sen. O. Bennett 
Cllr. W. Harvey 
Ms. M. Nealon 

The appointment of two persons to replace Cllr. I. Callely, T.D. and Dr. R Hawkins, 
who have resigned their membership , is a ma t t e r for our Board." 
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The following members were nominated for the two vacancies:-

L Cllr. A. Glenn 
2. Cllr. T. Keenan 
a Cllr. M. Gannon 
4. Dr. P. McCarthy 

Dr. McCarthy's request that his name be withdrawn was agreed. 

Following a secret ballot Cllr. A. Glenn and Cllr. T. Keenan were appointed as 
members of the Central Council of the Federated Dublin Voluntary Hospitals. 

110/90 
"COMMUNITY MEDICINE AND PUBLIC HEALTH - THE FUTURE" - REPORT OF A 
WORKING PARTY APPOINTED BY THE MINISTER FOR HEALTH 

The following Report no. 1 8 / 1 9 9 0 was submitted by the Chief Executive Officen-

"I enclose a copy of "Community Medicine and Public Health - t he Future" - the 
Report of a Working Party appointed by the Minister for Health, which h a s recently 
been circulated by the Depar tment of Health. 

The Working Party, of which I h a d the honour to be Chairman, was establ ished by 
the Minister in April 1988 to define the role of communi ty medicine in the heal th 
services in the medium to long term. 

A s u m m a r y and the ma in recommendat ions are set out in Chapter 2 of the Report. 
These recommendat ions relate to the public heal th service as a whole i.e. across all 
p rogrammes and to the wider d imens ions of heal th involving o ther sectors . 

Members m a y wish to consider the Report in more detail and p e r h a p s th is could best 
be done th rough the Communi ty Care Programme Committee." 

On a proposal by Mrs. Bonar, seconded by Cllr. Dillon Byrne, it was agreed that the 
Report be considered in detail by the Community Care Programme Committee. 

111/90 
PROGRESS REPORTS FROM PROGRAMME COMMITTEES 

L Special Hospital Care Programme Committee 

On a proposal by Dr. O'Herlihy, seconded by Mrs. Bonar, it was agreed to 
adopt the report. 

The following ma t t e r s were dealt with in the report: -

(a] The development of a pos t -graduate training p rogramme in the 
Nursing service. 

lb] The development of pre-vocational skill-based p rog rammes . 
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[c] A facility for day care and pre-vocational services in the g rounds of 
St. Dymphna ' s Unit, North Circular Road. 

[d] The commissioning of a day centre at Ballymun. 

[e] The appoin tment of Consul tant Psychiatr ists in the Forensic Service 
and in the St. Loman's area services. 

[f] A recommendat ion to the Board on the de-designation of a reas of St. 
I ta 's Hospital. 

[g] Report on Mental Handicap Services in Area no. 8. 

Following a discussion on the recommendation in relation to the de-
designation of areas of St. Ita's, worded as follows:-

" The de-designation of a reas of St. Ita's Hospital as appropriate be proceeded 
with as early as possible." 

to which Mr. G. McGuire, Cllr. Gannon, Cllr. Groome, The Chairman, Cllr. 
Dunne, Mrs. Clune, Cllr. Carroll, Mrs. Bonar, Cllr. Dillon Byrne, Cllr. 
Keenan, Dr. O'Herlihy, Dr. O'Boyle, Cllr. Glenn, Ms. Nealon, Deputy Durkan, 
Cllr. Reilly, Dr. Corcoran, Cllr. Murphy and Dr. McCarthy contributed and 
to which the Chief Executive Officer and the Programme Manager, Special 
Hospital Care replied, the following amendment proposed by Cllr. Dunne 
and seconded by Dr. O'Herlihy was agreed: 

T h a t a feasibility s tudy be under taken regarding the proposed de-
designation of a reas of St. Ita's Hospital and tha t a report on the s tudy be 
brought back to the Board as soon as possible following consul tat ion with 
all concerned. ' ' 

2. General Hospital Care Programme Committee 

On aproposalby Cllr. Dunne, seconded by Dr. O'Herlihy it was agreed to 
adopt the report. 

The following m a t t e r s were dealt with in the report:-

[a] The equipping of the Psychiatric Uni t /Boi lerhouse a n d Ancilliary 
Accommodation at Naas General Hospital. 

[b] G.P. Access Scheme at St. Vincent 's Hospital, Athy. 

[c] Pathology Services at St. Columcille's Hospital. 

[d] Transpor t services and G.P. Access Scheme at St. Mary's Hospital, 
Phoenix Park . 

[e] Kitchen/Toilet Facilities at Bru Chaoimhin. 

[f] Report on vehicle accommodat ion. 

[g] Report on services at Cherry Orchard Hospital. 
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[h] A recommendation to the Board regarding the identification of a 
North City/County Ambulance Base to provide an ambulance service 
to North City/County Dublin prior to 31st December, 1990. 

Following a discussion in relation to the GP Access Scheme in Athy, it was 
agreed that a detailed report should be brought to the next General Hospital 
Programme Committee meeting. 

In relation to the recommendation regarding the identification of an 
ambulance base in North City/County Dublin it was agreed that a report on 
the subject should be brought to the December meeting of the General 
Hospital Care Programme Committee. 

3. Community Care Programme Committee 

On a proposal by Mrs. Bonar, seconded by Deputy Durkan, it was agreed to 
adopt the report. 

The following matters were dealt with in the report:-

[a] Report of special meeting held on Wednesday 9th October, 1990 to 
discuss the 1989 Report of the G.M.S. Payments Board. 

[b] Report of special meeting held on Wednesday 17th October, 1990 to 
discuss a report on services for the homeless. 

[c] Report of special meeting held on Wednesday 24th October, 1990 to 
discuss Community Nursing Services. 

[d] Report of monthly meeting held in Community Care Area 4, Old 
County Road, Crumlin on Thursday 25th October. 1990. 

112/90 
NOTICES OF MOTION 

L The following motion was proposed by Cllr. B.J. Durkan, T.D. 

T h a t this Board would ensure the provision of adequate accommodation for 
ambulance staff adjacent to Naas Hospital, with particular reference to 
meeting fire and other regulations." 

With Deputy Dufkan's agreement, it was agreed that the matter would be 
discussed at the next meeting of the General Hospital Care Programme 
Committee and that the A/Programme Manager, General Hospital Care 
would communicate directly with the Deputy on the matter. 

Z The following motion was proposed by Cllr. B.J. Durkan, T.D. 

"That this Board would ensure that Cardiac Ambulances be deployed in Co. 
Kildare in such a way as to give adequate service to the County comparable 
to the service available in Dublin, and that the standard and condition of all 
ambulances be brought up to standard." 
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With Deputy Durkan's agreement it was agreed that a report would be 
brought to the General Hospital Care Programme Committee for 
consideration. 

3. The following motion was proposed by Mrs. Bonar:-

T h a t psychiatric patients be permitted to have their prescriptions 
dispensed at their local pharmacies, rather than having to queue for long 
periods at out-patient clinics". 

Following a discussion to which Mrs. Bonar, Mr. McGuire and Dr. O'Boyle 
contributed and to which the Chief Executive Officer replied, it was agreed 
that this matter should be referred to the Programme Manager, Special 
Hospital Care for further consideration. Thefeasibility of a pilot scheme in 
this regard will also be considered. 

The meeting concluded at 9.15 p.m. 

Correct: K.J. Hickey, 
Chief Executive Officer. 

CHAIRMAN 
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EASTERN HEALTH BOARD 

Minutes of proceedings of Monthly Meeting 
held in 

The Boardroom, St. Mary's Hospital, Chapelizod, Dublin 20 
on 

Thursday 13th December, 1990 at 6.00 p.m. 

Present 

Mrs. B. Bonar Cllr. B. Briscoe, T.D. 
Cllr. I. Callely. T.D. Cllr. M. Carroll 
Dr. R. Corcoran Mrs. D. Clune 
Cllr. J. Dillon Byrne Cllr. P. Dunne 
Ald. A. FitzGerald Cllr. M. Gannon 
Cllr. A. Glenn Cllr. A. Groome 
Cllr. W.J. Harvey Dr. R Hawkins 
Cllr. P. Hickey Cllr. F. Hynes 
Dr. D.I. Keane Cllr. T. Keenan 
Mr. G. McGuire Cllr. C. Murphy 
Ms. M. Nealon Dr. J. O'Boyle 
Dr. B. O'Herlihy Cllr. J. Reilly 
Cllr. R Roche. T.D. 

Apologies 

Prof. J .S. Doyle. Cllr. B.J. Durkan, T.D., Cllr. Dr. D. Fitzpatrick, T.D. 
Cllr. C.Flood, T.D., Prof. J. McCormick 

In the Chair 

Cllr. P. Dunne 

Officers in Attendance 

Mr. K.J. Hickey. Chief Executive Officer 
Mr. M. Walsh, Programme Manager, Special Hospital Care 
Mr. J. Doyle, A/Programme Manager, Community Care 
Mr. S. O'Brien, A/Programme Manager, General Hospital Care 
Prof. B. O'Donnell, Dublin Medical Officer of Health 
Mr. G. Brennan, Technical Services Officer 
Ms. M. Kelly, A/Personnel Officer 
Ms. M. McGahern, A/Finance Officer 
Mr. M. O'Connor, Secretary 
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113/1990 
CONDOLENCES 

On the proposal of the Chairman votes of sympathy were passed with the following:-

1. Margaret Dixon, Clerk Typist, Aras Daimhin, Jones ' s Road, on the dea th of 
he r father. 

2. The family of Mrs. Navaneth Reilly, Registered Psychiatric Nurse, St. Ita 's 
Hospital , Por t rane . 

3. The family of Thomas Payne, Storeman, St. Brendan 's Hospital. 

114/1990 

CHAIRMAN'S BUSINESS 

The Chairman read the following report which was noted by t h e Board:-

1 . Meet ing with Minis ter for Heal th 
The C h a i r m e n a n d Chief Executive Officers of the Health Boards were 
invited to a meet ing with the Minister for Health on 27 th November, 1990. 
The purpose of the meeting was to d iscuss the current financial position and 
the prospects for 1991. 

The Minister referred to the additional funds obtained for the heal th services in 
1990, including special al locations for t he effects of the flu epidemic a n d for 
services for t he elderly, the mental ly handicapped and for dental services. He 
apprec ia ted t h a t , despi te t h i s , hea l th b o a r d s were experiencing con t inu ing 
funding difficulties. He referred to t h e se r ious c o n s t r a i n t s on t h e na t iona l 
f inances a n d t he level of Government borrowing which required tha t over runs on 
the cur ren t financial allocations to heal th boards m u s t be avoided th is year. Such 
overruns would be a first charge on next year 's allocations. 

In relat ion to 1991 t he Minister outl ined the implications arising from the 
knock-on effect of pay increases which will have to be met during the coming 
year . 

Health Board representat ives gave details of difficulties being experienced in 
a n u m b e r of a r ea s including increasing d e m a n d s on open-ended s t a tu to ry 
s c h e m e s (e.g. t he d rugs refund scheme) a n d cur ren t ca sh flow difficulties. 
Reference was also m a d e to the continuing higher levels of demand on acu te 
hospital services over a n d above 1989 levels, and also to the escalat ing cost 
of referrals for medical t r ea tment overseas. 

In response , the Minister indicated tha t he appreciated the problems ra ised 
a n d he thanked the heal th boards for the successful m a n n e r in which they 
h a d managed thei r affairs and Continued to provide a high level of services 
despite the constra ints of recent years. He acknowledged that s teps needed to 
be t aken to redress the cash-flow problem referred to and, in relation to our 
Board 's area , he acknowledged tha t the growing problem of AIDS m u s t be 
addressed. . He also indicated tha t cur ren t policy is to cont inue the initiative 
of earmarked funding for special categories of need such as the elderly, t he 
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mentally handicapped, and for dental services which had been commenced 
in 1990 as he was satisfied that this was an effective approach to these 
problems. 

Finally, the Minister indicated that the Book of Estimates for 1991 was 
nearing publication and that, following this, he proposed to meet the 
Chairmen and Chief Executive Officers of the health boards again before 
Christmas in connection with the financial allocations for 1991. In the 
meantime further discussions would take place at officer level. 

The further meeting between the Minister and the Chairmen and Chief 
Executive Officers of the health boards in connection with the financial 
allocation for 1991 has now been set for Tuesday 18th December, 1990. This 
will be the subject of a further report to the January 1991 meeting of our 
Board. 

2 January Board Meeting 

With the members' agreement it is proposed to hold the January meeting of 
our Board on Thursday 10th January, 1991. 

The January meeting of the Special Hospital Care Programme Committee 
will be held on Wednesday 16th January, 1991 at 11 a.m. in the Child and 
Family Psychiatric Centre at Ballyfermot. 

3 December Meeting of the General Hospital Care Programme Committee 

I wish to remind members that the December meeting of the General 
Hospital Care Programme Committee will be held on Friday, 21 December 
1990 at 11.00 a.m. in St. Columcille's Hospital, Loughlinstown." 

115/1990 
CONFIRMATION OF THE MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL MEETING HELD ON 23RD 
OCTOBER, 1990 AND OF THE MONTHLY MEETING HELD ON 1ST NOVEMBER, 1990 

The minutes of the special meeting held on 23rd October, 1990 and of the monthly 
meeting held on 1st November, 1990, having been circulated, were confirmed on a 
proposal by Cllr. Gannon, seconded by Cllr. CarrolL 

116/1990 
QUESTIONS TO THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

On a proposal by Mrs. Bonar, seconded by Cllr. Carroll, it was agreed to answer the 
questions which had been lodged. 

1. Cllr. J. Dillon Byrne 

"Could the Chief Executive Officer inform the Board as to how many 
assessments of families regarding suitability for adoption of Romanian 
children were carried out by the Adoption Society aligned with this Health 
Board?" 
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Reply 

It is the practice in our Board and its associated registered Adoption Society 
to a s s e s s families as to their suitabili ty as adoptive or foster p a r e n t s for 
children placed in the care of our Board by their parents . A service h a s never 
been provided for families proposing to adopt or foster children not in the 
care of our Board, including children from countries outside the state. 

With regard to the adopt ion of Romanian children we have ass is ted in a 
prac t ica l m a n n e r as far as possible in relat ion to a small n u m b e r of 
appl icants who had previously been either wholly or partially assessed as 
potential adoptive or foster pa ren t s for children in the care of our Board. 

2. Cllr. J. Dillon Byrne 

"Could the Chief Executive Officer inform the Board what input the Eas te rn 
Health Board h a s in dealing with children with aphas ia and dysphas ia in 
the Board 's area?" 

Reply 

Specific language disorders s u c h as Aphasia and Dysphasia are t reated in 
our Board 's language un i t s which are based in Ballinteer Health Centre [for 
Southside] and St. Patrick's National School [for Northside]. 

Our Board, in co-operation with the Department of Educat ion initially set up 
th i s service in Bal l inteer l inked to a National School in Tal laght and 
recently also to the Good Shepherd School, Churchtown. 

Some four years ago with the ass i s tance of the Depar tment of Educat ion a 
second Unit was developed in St. Patr ick 's National School, Drumcondra . 
O u r Board h a s ass igned one principal , one Senior a n d three bas ic grade 
Speech Therapis ts to th i s service p lus a sessional teacher in Ballinteer. 

The n u m b e r s of children at tending the un i t s are:-

Ba l l in tee r  - 25 
Scoil Ard Mhuire, Tallaght - 9 
Good Shepherd School, Church town - 8 
St. Patr ick 's National School, Drumcondra - 25 

3. Mrs. B. Bonar 

To a s k the Chief Executive Officer to state:-

[a] the quant i ty 
[b] the cost 

of i tems being supplied directly to pa t ients from the Eas te rn Health Board. 
The i tems in quest ion are dress ings , appliances, incontinence wear, special 
foods, elastic hosiery a n d medicines." 
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Reply 

This information is being assembled and will be made available to the 
member as soon as possible. 

Mr. G. McGuire 

[al Can the Chief Executive Officer confirm the status of Units 9 and 10 
at James Connolly Memorial Hospital, vis a vis, whether they are 
designated reception centres as per the 1945 Mental Treatment Act? 

[b] Will the Chief Executive Officer outline the number of voluntary and 
temporary admissions to Unit 9, James Connolly Memorial Hospital 
as per the 1945 Mental Treatment Act and also the numbers admitted 
without reference to either voluntary or temporary forms up to 31st 
August, 1990? 

Reply 

[a] Unit 9 and 10 James Connolly Memorial Hospital are designated 
under Section 158 of the Mental Treatment Act, 1945. 

[b] During the eight months to 31st August, 1990, 255 patients were 
admitted to Unit 9, James Connolly Memorial Hospital. All patients 
admitted so far have been voluntary. 

Mr. G. McGuire 

With regard to the amendment adopted at the Eastern Health Board meeting 
of 1st November, 1990. viz:-

T h a t a feasibility study be undertaken regarding proposed de-designation of 
areas of St. Ita's Hospital and that the study be brought back to the Board as 
soon as possible following consultation with all concerned." 

Can the Chief Executive Officer advise as to who will oversee the study and 
the composition of study group, also the terms of reference for same? 

Reply 

The feasibility study on the de-designation of St. Ita's Hospital will be 
undertaken by the Programme Manager, Special Hospital Care Programme. 
The Programme Manager and his staff will be conducting the study in 
consultation with the team responsible for the management of the St. 
Joseph's and North Dublin Mental Handicap Service. The terms of reference 
are as set out in the resolution adopted by our Board." 



13/12/1990 132 

117/1990 

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICERS REPORT 

The Chief Executive Officer read the following report which was noted by the Board:-

"1 . "Think Before You Drink" 
I have circulated for the information of members, copies of the "Think 
before you Drink" campaign statement issued by the Minister for Health in 
connection with the current Christmas season. This has been circulated to 
all members of our Board's staff. 

2. Carers' Allowance 

I have circulated with the agenda papers for this meeting, for the 
information of members, copies of a leaflet issued by the Department of 
Social Welfare regarding the new Carers' Allowance which has been 
introduced for carers on low income living with and looking after an invalid 
or elderly social welfare pensioner who needs full-time care and attention. 

3. Extra payment of Allowances for one week in December 

I have circulated, with the agenda papers for this meeting, copies of letter 
dated 1st November, 1990 from the Department of Health authorising the 
making of additional payments of an amount equivalent to 70% of the value 
of a single week's payment to recipients of long-term welfare allowances 
during week ending 7th December, 1990. This has been implemented. 

4. Nuclear Energy Board Annual Report, 1989 

I have circulated, with the papers for the meeting, for the information of 
members, copies of the summary taken from the Annual Report of the 
Nuclear Energy Board for 1989 giving some details of the proposed 
development of a more broadly based radiological protection and research 
organisation. Legislation for the proposed new National Radiological 
Protection Institute of Ireland has been introduced in the Dail. 

5. Children in Care Survey 1988 

The Department of Health has recently published a report outlining the 
results of a survey of children in the care of health boards in 1988. A 
summary of the findings of the survey in so far as they relate to our Board's 
10 community care areas has been circulated this evening for the 
information of members. It can be discussed further by the Community Care 
Programme Committee. 

6. Child Abduction and Enforcement of Custody Orders Bill 1990 

I have circulated, with the papers for the meeting, copies of the Explanatory 
Memorandum in relation to the Child Abduction and Enforcement of 
Custody Orders Bill, 1990. 
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There are three sections in the Bill which affect Health Boards: -

Section 14 

Provides that where the Central Authority in the State - [initially the 
Minister for Justice per Section 8] is requested to provide information 
relating to a child under the Hague Convention it may require a Health 
Board, amongst other agencies [probation officers of courts], to arrange for a 
suitably qualified person to make a report to it and the Board must comply. 

Section 30 

Where the Central Authority is requested under the Luxembourg Convention 
to make enquiries about a child it may make a similar request, [as in 
Section 14], to a Health Board and the Board must comply. 

Section 37 

Provides that a member of the Garda Siochana who detains a child being 
removed, or suspected of being removed, from the state shall return the said 
child to the care of a Health Board where the child has been in the Board's 
care and also in some other circumstances. 

A Health Board is required to provide suitable care and accommodation for a 
child placed in its care and to apply to the next sitting of the District Court 
for directions as to the child's release from such care, or otherwise regarding 
the custody of the child. 

The provisions of this Bill are currently being examined by our Board's staff 
and any relevant comments will be transmitted to the Department of 
Health." 

It was agreed that the new Carers Allowance should be listed for consideration at the 
next meeting of the Community Care Programme Committee. 

118/1990 
NOTICE OF MOTION 

It was agreed that the following motion which was proposed by Cllr. Dillon Byrne 
and seconded by Cllr. Carroll, should be considered at this stage:-

T h a t this Board discuss and recommend policy to St. Louise Adoption Society [or 
Board] regarding the adoption of Romanian children by Irish parents who wish to 
travel to Romania to secure the adoption of children." 

Following a discussion to which Clin Dillon Byrne, Mrs. Clune, Cllr. Murphy. Cllr. 
Reilly, Dr. Keane, Cllr. Glenn, Dr. O'Boyle and Cllr. Hynes contributed and to which 
the Chief Executive Officer replied it was noted that a detailed examination of the 
role of Health Boards in this matter had been undertaken by the Department of 
Health in association with other Government Departments and that legislation was 
expected which would clarify a number of important matters in relation to the 
adoption of children from other countries. Members expressed their supportfor the 
measures necessary to resolve the existing difficulties. 
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119/1990 
FINANCIAL POSITION AT 31ST OCTOBER, 1990 

Report n o . F 6 / 1 9 9 0 (copy f i led with official minute) , copies of which had been 
circulated, was noted. 

120/1990 
DISPOSAL OF PROPERTY AT 87 ST. LAWRENCE ROAD, CLONTARF, DUBLIN 3 

The following report no. 1 9 / 1 9 9 0 from the Chief Executive Officer was submitted:-

"NOTICE is hereby given p u r s u a n t to Section 83 of the Local Government Act, 1946, 
t ha t it is proposed to dispose of the property described below which is no longer 
required for the purpose of the powers and duties of our Board. 

Statutory Information 

1. Site c.6000 sq. ft. at the rear of no. 87, St. Lawrence Road, Clontarf, Dublin 3. 

2. The proper ty was acquired by our Board from McCabe En te rp r i ses Ltd.. 
Coundon Court, Killiney, Co. Dublin. 

3. It is proposed to dispose of the site to the Bradog Trust Ltd. for the purpose of 
providing supported housing for elderly and other disadvantaged persons . 

4. The considerat ion in respect of the disposal is NIL. 

At a meet ing of ou r Board to be held after the expiration of t e n clear days from the 
da te of the sending of this Notice, our Board may resolve as follows:-

[aj Tha t the disposal shall be carried out in accordance with the t e rms specified 
in the resolution, or 

[b] Tha t the disposal shall not be carried out. 

If o u r Board resolves tha t the disposal shall be carried out in accordance with the 
t e r m s specified in the resolu t ion , t he disposal may, with t h e consen t of t h e 
Minister, be carried out in accordance with those terms. 

If ou r Board resolves tha t the disposal shall not be carried ou t . t h e n the d isposal 
shal l not be carried out. 

If o u r Board does not p a s s a resolution, the disposal may, with the consent of the 
Minister, be carried out." 

On a proposal by Cllr. Murphy, seconded by Cllr. Hynes, it was agreed to adopt the 
proposal contained in the report 



135 13/12/1990 

121/1990 
PROGRESS REPORTS FROM PROGRAMME COMMITTEES 

1. Special Hospital Care Programme Committee 

On a proposal by Cllr. Hynes, seconded by Cllr. Murphy, it was agreed to 
adopt the reports:-

The following matters were dealt with in the reports: -

[a] Development of hostel in the former dispensary residence, Celbridge. 

[b] Development of a training unit for the handicapped in Harold's Cross 
School. 

[c] Development of psychiatric services at Botanic Avenue. 

[d] Proposals for agreement between Cheeverstown House and the 
Eastern Health Board. 

[e] Special meeting held to consider the submission by the Central 
Planning Committee for Mental Handicap Services on the provision 
of day and residential facilities for 1991. 

2. General Hospital Care Programme Committee 

On a proposal by Cllr. Carroll, seconded by Cllr. Hynes, it was agreed to adopt 
the report. 

The following matters were dealt with in the report:-

[a] Equipping of the new Psychiatric Unit, Boiler House and ancillary 
accommodation at Naas General Hospital. 

[b] Progress report on the construction of a new Day Room at Baltinglass 
District Hospital. 

[c] Introduction of a G.P. Access Scheme at St. Vincent's Hospital, Athy. 

[d] Discussions with Beaumont Hospital regarding Consultant ENT 
Surgeon's post, James Connolly Memorial Hospital. 

[e] Application to Comhairle na n'Ospideal for approval to the joint 
appointment of a Consultant Histopathologist for St. Columcille's 
and St. Vincent's Hospitals. 

[f] Transport services to St. Mary's Hospital. 

[g] Report on services in Naas General Hospital. 
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3. Community Care Programme Committee 

On a proposal by Mr. McGuire, seconded by Cllr. Murphy, it was agreed to 
adopt the report. 

The following matters were dealt with in the report:-

[al Survey of Adults Dental Health 

[b] General Medical Services Scheme - {i} filling of three vacancies, {ii} 
Department of Health circular regarding the selection procedure for 
partners/assistants with a view to partnership. 

[c] Report on Dental Services in Area 4. 

[d] Report on services in Area 5. 

122/1990 
NOTICE OF MOTION 

The following motion was proposed by Cllr. Dillon Byrne and seconded by Cllr. 
Carroll:-

"That this Board make a speech therapist available to the Unit in Baggot Street, [St. 
Angela's Unit] to replace the therapist who has left the Unit (which deals with 
aphasic children]." 

Following a discussion to which Cllr. Dillon Byrne, Mrs. Bonart Cllr. Carroll, Cllr. 
Reilly, Cllr. Keenan, Cllr. Murphy and Dr. O'Boyle contributed and to which the 
Chief Executive Officer replied, it was noted that a service for language disordered 
children had been developed by our Board at Ballinteer Health Centre [Southside] 
and at St Patrick's National School Drumcondra [Northside] with links to schools 
in Tallaght and Churchtown. It was agreed thatfurther discussions should take 
place with St. Angela's Unit regarding arrangements for referral of any of the 
children [3 at present] to our Board's special service. 

123/1990 
CORRESPONDENCE 

Items of correspondence as referred to in the Chief Executive Officer's Report, copies 
of which had been cfacxdated, were noted. 

The meeting concluded at 7.30 p.m. 

Correct: K. J. Hickey, 
Chief Executive Officer. 

CHAIRMAN \ 



EASTERN HEALTH BOARD 

Report no. F6/1990 

Financial position at 31st October 1990 

1. At a meeting of the Budget Working Group held on 19th 
November, 1990 the Chief Executive Officer reported as 
follows in relation to our Board's financial position at 31st 
October, 1990:-

Current Budget Position £ 0 0 0 

Budget allocation to 31st October [including 
approved adjustments] 184,936 

Expenditure to 31st October 186.090 
Unfavourable Variance at 
31st October 1,154 

Projected Budget Position at 
31st December 1990 

Unfavourable Variance at 
31st October 1990 1,154 
(10 months) 

Projected to 

3 1 / 1 2 / 9 0 (12 months) 1,385 

Less 

Budget measures Nov./Dec. 1990 835 

Projected out-turn 3 1 / 1 2 / , 9 0 £550 

The Chief Executive Officer also advised members that the 
Department of Health had indicated that any overrun on our 
Board's budget in 1990 would become a first charge on our 
allocation for 1991. It was therefore essential that the target 
of balancing expenditure and income be achieved this year. 
To achieve this the th rus t of the budget measures programme 
would have to be continued and expanded to the extent 
required with the continued co-operation of staff at all levels. 
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The posit ion as out l ined was noted by the Budget Working 
Group which will con t inue to monitor the position. I t was 
agreed tha t a special report would be prepared on the subject 
of m a i n t e n a n c e of bu i ld ings a n d e q u i p m e n t for fu r the r 
consideration by the Group. 

2. Members of the Budge t Working Group considered a r eques t 
from'Trinity College in relation to the site designated for the 
Clinical Sc iences Complex and decided to defer m a k i n g a 
final r e c o m m e n d a t i o n pend ing the availabil i ty of fu r ther 
information, inc luding the position in relation to the Dubl in 
Dental Hospital project. 

IVOR CALLELY, T.D. 
Chairman 3rd December, 1990 






