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180 5/11/1987 

EASTERN HEALTH BOARD 

Minutes of proceedings of Monthly Meeting 
held in the 

Board Room, St Mary’s Hospital, Chapelizod, Dublin 20 
on Thursday 5 November 1987 at 6 pm 

PRESENT 

Cllr O Bennett Cllr B Bonar 
Cllr B Briscoe TD              Cllr I Callely 
Cllr M Carroll                           Mrs D Clune 
Cllr P De Rossa TD              Dr P Devitt 
Prof J S Doyle                           Cllr P Dunne 
Cllr B J Durkan TD              Ald A FitzGerald 
Cllr Dr D Fitzpatrick TD Cllr C Flood 
Cllr M Gannon                           Cllr A Glenn 
Cllr A Groome                           Dr R Hawkins 
Cllr P Hickey                           Cllr F Hynes 
Dr P McCarthy                           Mr G McGuire 
Dr J Masterson              Cllr C Murphy 
Ms M Nealon                          Dr B O’Herlihy 
Cllr J Reilly                           Mr R Roche TD 
Cllr J Sweeney 

APOLOGIES 
Cllr J Dillon Byrne, Dr D I Keane 

IN THE CHAIR 
Mrs D Clune 

OFFICERS IN ATTENDANCE 
Mr K J Hickey, Acting Chief Executive Officer 
Mr M Walsh, Acting Programme Manager, Special Hospital Care 
Mr S O’Brien, Acting Programme Manager, General Hospital Care 
Mr J Doyle, Acting Programme Manager, Community Care 
Mr L P Kavanagh, Personnel Officer 
Mr J N McNee, Management Services Officer 
Mr M Gallagher, Finance Officer 
Mr G Brennan, Technical Services Officer 
Prof B O’Donnell, Dublin Medical Officer of Health 
Mr M J O’Connor, Senior Executive Officer, Secretariat 

126/87 
CHAIRMAN’S BUSINESS 

The Chairman read the following report, which was noted by the Board. 

The following items are for information only and not for debate. 

1. Deputation to Minister for Health regarding the Refund of Drugs Scheme 

A deputation from our Board consisting of the Chairman and Cllrs John 
Sweeney and Pat Dunne, accompanied by Mr Hickey, Acting Chief 
Executive Officer, met with the Minister for Hearth on 7 October to discuss 
the Refund of Drugs Scheme 
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I have circulated, for the information of members, copies of the 
document which we presented to the Minister. 
The Minister thanked our Board for its constructive views on the 
Scheme which would be taken into account in the Government's review 
of the Scheme, which was underway. He confirmed that our Board's 
expenditure on the Scheme for 1987 would be dealt with within our 
approved overdraft limits. 

2. December Board Meeting 
It is proposed, with the members' agreement, to hold the December 
meeting of our Board on Thursday 10 December 1987. 

3. Naas General Hospital 
I have circulated for the information of members, copies of my letter of 
19 October to the Minister for Health regarding Naas General Hospital 
together with a copy of reply dated 4 November. 

4. Following the release of Mr John O'Grady we should express our 
sincere good wishes to the O'Grady family, to the family of Detective 
Garda Martin O'Connor and to the family of Mrs Dermody from 
Clondalkin, who is a member of our staff at St Loman's Hospital. We 
should also congratulate the Gardai on their -success in freeing Mr 
O'Grady. 

127/87 
CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF MONTHLY MEETING HELD ON 1 OCTOBER 1987 

The minutes of the monthly meeting held on 1 October 1987, having been 
circulated, were confirmed on a proposal by Cllr Callely, seconded by Cllr 
Hickey 

128/87 
QUESTIONS TO THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

On a proposal by Cllr Callely, seconded by Cllr Dunne, it was agreed to 
answer the questions which had been lodged. 

Dr Mccarthy stated that he wished to register his obhection to the Chief 
Executive Officer answering questions no. (ii) regarding the training of 
general practitioners. 

(i) Mr G McGuire 
'What plans are envisaged for Newcastle Hospital, vis a vis. 
(a) Future role as a psychiatric hospital. 
(b) Development plans of mentally handicapped services at St 

Catherine's?' 
Reply 
The role of Newcastle Hospital in the Psychiatric Services is outlined in 
the Board's Policy Document on Psychiatric Services 'Proposed 
Development of a Community Based Adult Psychiatric Service.' 
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The role of the County Wicklow Association for mentally handicapped, 
who operate their services at St Catherine's, is outlined in the Board's 
Policy Document on Mental Handicap Services 'Proposals For Change'. 
Their proposal to construct a purpose built Day Centre on the 
Newcastle campus is with the Department of Health for some time. As 
agreed by our Board at its last meeting, a proposal has been sent to the 
Minister requesting National Lottery Funds for the financing of this 
project'. 

(ii) Cllr I Callely 
'Can the Chief Executive Officer advise exactly what training does a 
general practitioner receive with regard to practicalities of general 
practice prior to setting up in general practice?' 
Reply 
Any medical practitioner with full registration, can currently take up 
general practice on a private basis. 
Medical practitioners who have served five years in full-time general 
practice can apply for entry to the General Medical Services Scheme. 
In the case of practitioners competing for vacancies in the General 
Medical Services Scheme, other than by way of entry after five years in 
full time continuous general practice, six months experience in full time 
general practice is required. It is preferred that this would be in an 
established practice but it is recognised that this may not be possible in 
all cases. The six months experience need not be continuous but must 
be in full time general practice. Experience gained in short term locums, 
in a locum bureau or in employment otherwise than as a full time 
general practitioner is not reckonable towards the aggregate of the six 
months. 
They will be required to have the following experience; 
Periods of six months hospital experience in any three of the following 
specialities (or three months in the case of participants in a structured 
vocational training sheme but all entrants should have at least six 
months in either general medicine or paediatrics. 

Accident & Emergency Medicine or General Surgery 
General Medicine 
Obstetrics and/or Gynaecology 
Paediatrics 
Psychiatry 
Geriatric Medicine 

The Dublin Regional Vocational Training Scheme for general practice 
was set up under the auspices of the Irish Institute of General Practice 
in 1975. It consists of a three year course – two years in relevant 
hospital posts and one year general practice under the supervision of a 
general practitioner trainer. Health boards fund the general practitioner 
element of this training. 
EEC Directive adopted on 24 July 1986 requires that: 

i. By 1 January 1990 each member state will already have 
instituted specific training programmes for general 
practitioners (full time and under supervision of competent 
authorities) so that first certificates can be issued by 1 
January 1990, and 
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(ii) By 1 January 1995 each member state will require possession of a 
certificate of satisfactory completion of a specific training 
programme as a precondition for entry into the General Medical 
Practice under its National Security Scheme (GMS in this country). 

(iii) Cllr I Callely 
‘Can the Chief Executive Officer advise exactly what grants are 
available to the Board/institutions for the purpose of building sheltered 
homes?’ 
Reply 
The provision of sheltered housing is a function of local authorities. 
They may themselves build such accommodation for elderly and other 
disadvantaged persons. Local authorities are also empowered to make 
available fully subsidised loans to bodies approved by the Minister for 
the purpose of Section 12 Housing Act 1966 in respect of the provision 
of housing accommodation for the above mentioned categories. 
Circular BC 1/79 of 1 February 1979 issued by the Department of the 
Environment contains details of the scheme for the provision by 
nonprofit and voluntary organisations of housing accommodation for 
elderly or other disadvantaged persons. 
The Health Board has no function under the Housing Acts in the 
provision of housing but they may provide on site or contribute 
financially to services for residents of such housing schemes e.g. 
meals services, home helps and home nursing, etc. 

(iv) Cllr J Dillon Byrne 
'When is it estimated that the Cervical Smear Testing Pilot Schemes will 
commence?' 
Reply 
The estimated annual cost of the proposed pilot schemes, for cervical 
smear testing in Community Care Areas 1 and 8 is £230,000. A proposal 
regarding funding of the pilot schemes was submitted to the 
Department of Health in December 1986. 
A proposal from the Irish College of General Practitioners for similar 
schemes in Areas 8 & 10 (Wicklow) and to include the Midland Health 
Board is also with the Department. 

(v) Cllr J Dillon Byrne 
'Could the Chief Executive Officer please estimate the cost to the Health 
Board of one worker (home help), per hour in Community Care Area No. 
1 (with 12,000 elderly being catered for at a cost of £ 130,000 per 
annum) vis a vis the cost in Area 9 (with 7,200 persons at a cost of 
£178,000 per annum)?' 
Reply 
The average number of elderly persons assisted by the Home Help 
Service in Area 1 is 145. The service is provided by 107 persons 
employed as part-time home helps. The total amount paid to these 
home helps in a week is £1,182. The administrative and organizational 
costs incurred by the two organisations providing the service are 
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approximately £200 per week. Each home help, therefore, costs an 
average of £12.90 per week. 
In the Kildare area 135 persons on average are provided with the 
service and 130 part-time home helps are employed. Payments in a 
week total £1,740 and no separate administrative and organisational 
costs are charged as the service is administered by our Board's 
officers. The average cost of each home help is £13.40 approximately 
per week in the Kildare area. 

(vi) Dr P Devitt 
'To ask the Chief Executive Officer to explain how chiropody services 
are supplied to eligible persons, in-patient and out-patient. Are there 
shortcomings in the current level of service and, if so, how could these 
be best rectified?'. 
Reply 
Chiropody Services are supplied by the Community Care Programme as 
part of the Board's Programme for the care of the aged in the 
community. 
Eligibility 
Medical card holders who are sixty five or older are eligible. Exception 
is made to the age limitation where there are compelling medical 
reasons, such as congenital deformities, post polio cases, diabetes etc. 

(iv) Eligible Chiropodists 
The Department of Health has circulated a list of chiropodists who are 
eligible to practice to provide services for health boards. This list is 
compiled following consultation with the Chiropodists Assessment and 
Advisory Committee. 
Availing of Services 
Persons wishing to avail of the service complete and application form 
and if so, deemed eligible, are issued, a card which is valid for one year. 
Generally the number of treatments allowed is 3 per annum; extra 
treatments may be allowed for specific medical reasons. 
Patients attend at the chiropodist's private surgeries. Domiciliary 
attendances by chiropodists are arranged where patients, for health 
reasons, cannot attend at surgeries. 
In Kildare, chiropody services are provided at various centres 
throughout the county where chiropodists, engaged on a sessional 
basis, attend. 
Eligible applicants are placed on a waiting list and called for treatment 
at the centre most convenient to them. 
Chiropody services are provided to patients in our hospitals and homes 
and also to patients attending day centres attached to hospitals/homes. 
Shortcomings 
Due to the geographical spread of eligible chiropodists, difficulties are 
experienced in providing services in some areas'. 
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(vii) Dr P Devitt 
‘To ask the Chief Executive Officer what is the current situation in the 
planning application for the urgently needed new health centre at 
Swords, Co Dublin? 
Reply 
Outline planning permission for the erection of a two storey health 
centre on a site at Bridge Street, Swords was obtained in June 1987. 
The acquisition of the site is in process and purchase will be completed 
when certain minor title difficulties are resolved. Our Board will then 
prepare specific health centre proposals for the approval of the Minister 
for Health. 

(viii) Cllr Dr D Fitzpatrick TD 
'Is it Board policy to discontinue or phase out the BCG Vaccination in 
new-born children and, if so, upon what grounds is the decision 
based?' 
Reply 
The BCG Service is operated by four medical officers (who have other 
duties in addition). They attend the various maternity hospitals on two 
days a week to vaccinate new born infants. In addition, they visit 
schools vaccinating school children as required. They also have to 
attend clinics at weekly intervals at different centres throughout the city 
and county to deal with 'stragglers' who may have missed out on their 
vaccination at school etc. 
Last month two of these medical officers had to go on sick leave and a 
third transferred to work as an area medical officer in one of the 
community care areas. This left the service with only one medical 
officer who was unable to cope. As a result the vaccination of new born 
infants in the maternity hospitals was suspended and, with some help, 
it was possible to continue the other activities. 
One of the medical officers has returned to work and it is expected that 
the other will resume duty shortly. It will then be possible to provide the 
service at previous levels. 
It has to be stated, however, that the practice of giving BCG vaccination 
to new-born children should soon be reviewed as Dublin City is the only 
city in Europe which still carries out this practice. In every other country 
the giving of BCG is deferred until school age, if it is used at all. 

(ix) Cllr P De Rosss TD 
'To ask the Eastern Health Board what provision is being made to 
provide ante-natal clinic service at Rowlagh Health Centre, Clondalkin, 
since the Coombe Hospital closed their service operated from this 
Health Centre?' 
Reply 
The Coombe Hospital has had an arrangement to provide ante-natal 
services on an out-patient basis at Rowlagh Health Centre. The hospital 
has now withdrawn this service and any persons wishing to avail of the 
hospital's ante-natal service would have to travel to the hospital. This is 
being taken up with the hospital. Our Board has an agreement with 
approximately 700 general practitioners for the provision of a 
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combined maternity service. Many practice in the Clondalkin area. Our 
Board has drawn up a list of those doctors providing this service who 
are generally in the area served by Rowlagh Health Centre and this is 
made available to any expectant mother on request. 

(x) Mr G McGuire 

'With regard to the development of the psychiatric services in North 
County Dublin: 
(a) Has a site in Swords been identified for the purpose of providing an 

acute psychiatric unit? 
If so, where and how soon will building commence? 

(b) Is it envisaged that acute psychiatric admissions to St Ita's Hospital 
be discontinued in the near future? 

(c) What psychiatric services are planned for Balbriggan, Rush, Lusk, 
Skerries and St Ita's Hospital?' 

Reply 
(a) A site at Watery Lane, Swords, has been identified for the purpose 

of developing a Mental Health Centre to serve the Dublin North 
Catchment area. The site is owned by Dublin County Council and 
our Board is at present negotiating with the Council in relation to 
the purchase. If our Board is successful in acquiring the site, 
building will commence on approval of capital funding by the 
Department of Health. Submissions have been made to the 
Department and the Centre is one of our Boards priority 
developments. 

(b) No. St Ita's Hospital will continue to provide an acute psychiatric 
admission service for part of the catchment area and Beaumont 
Hospital, when opened, will provide the service for the other part of 
the area. 

(c) The services planned for St Ita's Hospital and the northern part of 
the catchment area (Dublin County) are set out in the Report 
'Proposed Development of a Community Based Adult Psychiatric 
Service' which was adopted by the Board at its meeting on 7 May 
1987. 

129/87 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER'S REPORT 

The Acting Chief Executive Officer read the following report, which was noted by the 
Board: 

1. Allocation for Non-Capita/ Health Expenditure 1988 
I have circulated for the information of members a copy of letter dated 27 
October 1987 received from the Secretary of the Department of Health giving 
details of the 1988 level of nett expenditure approved for our Board under 
Section 31 of the Health Act 1970. In accordance with established procedures a 
meeting of the Budget Working Group has been convened for Tuesday 10 
November 1987 to commence detailed consideration of the financial allocation 
notified for 1988 of the details contained in the letter of the 27 October 1987. 
The Budget Working Group will be reporting back to the next meeting of our 
Board. 
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2. Pearse Street Drug Treatment Centre 

The Establishment Order relating to the Board to organise and administer 
services in relation to the proposed Drug Treatment Centre at Pearse Street has 
just been received. 
As reported at the September meeting, our Board will have two nominees on 
this new body and it has been requested that one of our nominees should be 
an officer involved in drug services. 
Subject to the agreement of our Board I would propose that the formal 
nomination of our Board and officer nomination by the Chief Executive Officer 
should be included on the agenda for the December 1987 Board meeting. 

3. James Connolly Memorial Hospital 
We have been working at management level in consultation with hospital 
management on how the maximum utilization of the hospital could be achieved 
having regard to service needs, available finance, and opportunities for 
resource re-deployment. 
A report on an overall plan will be submitted to the next meeting of the General 
Hospital Committee and subsequently to this Board. In the meantime having 
regard to urgent service needs, I wish to advise members that it is intended to 
re-open the following beds by the beginning of December: 
(i) 4 dental beds – this is necessary in order to tackle the backlog of dental 

work for mentally handicapped persons who require special attention; 
(ii) 20 acute beds together with the opening of the Accident Emergency 

Department from 9 am to 5 pm – Monday to Friday. This is necessary to 
meet current and anticipated needs arising principally from the re-
organisation of Accident & Emergency commitments in the north city co-
inciding with the transfer of St Laurence's and Jervis Street Hospitals to the 
newly opened Beaumont Hospital. 

4. Baggot Street Hospital  
Discussions are continuing with representatives of Baggot Street Hospital in 
relation to the implementation of our Board's proposals as detailed in my 
previous report. Hopefully these will be concluded during the course of the 
next month. 

5. General Medical Services 
I have circulated, for the information of members, copies of the statement 
issued by the Minister for Health at the re-opening of discussions on the 
General Medical Services with the Irish Medical Organisation on 7 October 
1987. 

6. Registration of births, deaths and marriages (Fees and Allowances) 
Regulations 1987 
The Minister for Health has recently made regulations increasing from 2 
November 1987, the fees payable for searches, certificates and other 
registration services. 
I have circulated, for the information of members, a schedule of the revised 
fees. 
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7. Social Welfare (Supplementary Welfare Allowances) (Amendments) 
Regulations 1987 
I have circulated, for the information of members, copies of the Regulations 
which deal with the circumstances in which health boards can make additional 
payments of supplementary welfare allowance to meet special needs, including 
rent supplements. 
These Regulations will be considered by the Community Care Programme 
Committee at its next meeting.' 

130/87 
CENTRAL COUNCIL OF FEDERATED DUBLIN VOLUNTARY HOSPITALS – MEMBERSHIP 

The following Report No.21/1987 from the Acting Chief Executive Officer was 
submitted: 
The Hospitals Federation and Amalgamation Act 1961, provides for the appointment by 
our Board of five persons to be members of the Central Council of Federated Dublin 
Voluntary Hospitals. 
Our Board is represented on the Central Council by: 

Cllr O Bennett 
Cllr W Harvey 
Cllr I Callely 
Dr R Hawkins 

The appointment of a person to replace Dr J Behan, who has resigned his membership, 
is a matter for the Board.' 
Following a ballot the Chairman declared Ms M Nealon elected 
(Ms Nealon 14 votes, Dr P Devitt, 12 votes). 
Ms Nealon thanked the members for their support in electing her to represent the 
Health Board on the Central Council of the Federated Dublin Voluntary Hospitals. 

131/87 
LOCAL COMMITTEES – MEMBERSHIP 

The following Report No. 22/1987 from the Acting Chief Executive Officer was 
submitted: 
'Following the recent election of members of the health professions a number of 
vacancies remain unfilled on the various local committees. These arise due to the lack 
of nominations at the time the elections were held. 
In view of the change in the functions of Local Health Committees notified in the letter 
dated 27 October 1987 from the Department of Health in connection with our Board's 
financial allocation for 1988 it is proposed to await further details of the Government 
decision in this regard before taking any further action in relation to the vacancies 
named above.' 
Following a discussion to which Dr Hawkins, Dr McCarthy and Cllr Dunne contributed, 
it was agreed to note the report. 
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132/87 
PROGRESS REPORTS FROM PROGRAMME COMMITTEES 

(i) General Hospital Care Programme Committee 
On a proposal by Dr Hawkins, seconded by Cllr Dunne, it was agreed to 
adopt the report. 
The following matters were dealt with in the report: 
(a) (Update on the proposed Psychiatric Unit/Boilerhouse and ancillary 

accommodation at Naas General Hospital. 
(b) Progress Report on the development of Out-Patient Department and 

Operating Theatre Suite at St Columcille's Hospital, Loughlinstown. 
(c) Report on discussion with the National Maternity Hospital regarding 

the Maternity Unit at St Columcille's Hospital, Loughlinstown. 
(d) Report on the extent of bed closures in acute hospital services. 
(e) Submissions to the Department of Health regarding – the Royal City 

of Dublin Hospital, Baggot Street, and facilities for the young 
chronic sick and facilities for the terminally ill at St Mary's Hospital. 

(f) Report on services in St Clare's Home, Ballymun. 
(ii) Special Hospital Care Programme Committee 

On a proposal by Cllr Dunne, seconded by Cllr Hynes, it was agreed to 
adopt the report. 
The following matters were dealt with in the report -  
Visit of the Programme Committee to St John of God Brothers, 
Dunmore House, Dun Laoghaire, on 8 October 1987, at which a 
presentation was made on the following services provided by the Order: 
(a) Dunmore House 
(b) St John of God, Islandbridge 
(c) St Raphael's, Celbridge 
(d) St Augustine's, Blackrock 
(e) St Mary's, Drumcar 
(f) S.T.E.P. Enterprises (a training and employment centre for 55 
people). 
(g) Cintra (a horticultural and training workshop for adults). 

(iii) Community Care Programme Committee 
On a proposal by Cllr Dunne, seconded by Dr Hawkins, it was agreed to 
adopt the report. 
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The following matters were dealt with in the report: 
(a) Child abuse guidelines 
(b) Video on health education for travelers 
(c) Report on services in Community Care Area 4 (Crumlin/Tallaght). 

133/87 
PROCEEDINGS OF LOCAL COMMITTEES 

The reports of the following Local committee meetings, having been circulated, were 
dealt with as follows: 

(i) Kildare Local Committee meeting held on 10 September 1987 
On a proposal by Dr Hawkins, seconded by Cllr Dunne, it was agreed to note 
the report. 

(ii) Wicklow Local Committee meeting held on 18 September 1987 
On a proposal by Cllr Hynes, seconded by Cllr Dunne, it was agreed to note the 
report. 
Following a discussion on the Committee's resolution regarding high voltage 
ESB overhead power lines to which Dr Hawkins, Cllr Murphy, Cllr Sweeney, and 
Cllr Glenn contributed, and to which Prof O'Donnell, Dublin Medical Officer of 
Health, and Mr Hickey, Acting Chief Executive Officer, replied, it was agreed 
that the report which Professor O’Donnell had prepared should be brought 
forward for consideration through the Community Care Committee. 

(iii) Dublin County Local Committee held on 15 October 1987 
On a proposal by Cllr Dunne, seconded by Cllr Callely, it was agreed to note the 
report. 
Cllr Dunne drew the members' attention to a resolution which had been agreed 
protesting at the proposed abolition of Local Health Committees in view of the 
fact that members of the Dublin County Local Committee were willing to attend 
committee meetings without payment of expenses. 
Following a discussion on our Board's representation on the Board of 
Cheeverstown House Ltd., to which Ald FitzGerald, Cllr Hynes, Cllr Dunne and 
Cllr Carroll contributed, and to which Mr Walsh, Acting Programme Manager, 
Special Hospital Care and Mr Hickey, Acting Chief Executive Officer, replied, it 
was agreed that arrangements should be made for the Chairman and the Chief 
Executive Officer of our Board to meet with the Chairman and representatives 
of Cheeverstown House Ltd to discuss the matter further. 
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134/87 
NOTICES OF MOTION 

It was agreed to take motions number (i), (vi), and (vii), in the names off Mr G McGuire 
and Ms M Nealon, together. 
(i) ‘That this Board calls on the Minister for Health to review the decision 

regarding the non-employment of student psychiatric nurses'; 
(vi) ‘That this Board requests the Minister for Health to review his decision to 

reduce by 50% the number of students entering General Nurse Training'; 
(vii) 'That this Board calls on the Minister for Health to make known the number of 

student midwives to be accepted into training in 1988'; 
Following a discussion to which Mr McGuire, Ms Nealon, Dr Hawkins and Dr 
O'Herlihy contributed, and to which Mr Kavanagh, Personnel Officer, replied, it 
was agreed to support the motions and to include a reference to the need for a 
review of the training of nurses having regard to the increased levels of care 
being provided in the community. Support was also expressed for the 
development of a pilot project involving the attachment of a nurse to a general 
practice. 

(ii) The motions in the name of Cllr J Dillon Byrne regarding listing of priority 
services and regarding the banning of smoking at health board meetings, were, 
at her request, deferred to the December meeting. 

(iii) The motion in the name of Cllr Callely, regarding identification of personnel in 
public offices was, at his request, deferred to the December meeting. 

(iv) The following motion was proposed by Ald A FitzGerald –  
'That consideration be given to disposing of the underdeveloped site at 
Corduff, Co Dublin, acquired many years ago for the development of a health 
centre facility'. 
The motion was seconded by Cllr Carroll, and following a discussion to which 
Ald FitzGerald, Cllr Carroll, Cllr Bennett, Dr O'Herlihy, Deputy Roche and Cllr 
Dunne contributed, and to which Mr Doyle, Acting Programme Manager, 
Community Care Services and Mr Hickey, Acting Chief Executive Officer 
replied, it was agreed that a report on the matter should be prepared for the 
January 1988 meeting of our Board. 

(v) The following motion in the name of Cllrs J Dillon Byrne and M Carroll, was 
proposed by Cllr Carroll -  
'That this, the Eastern Health Board, agree to maintain a low risk maternity unit 
at Loughlinstown General Hospital, that a costing be provided and an estimate 
of staff levels be prepared'. 
The motion was seconded by Cllr Gannon and following a discussion to which 
Cllrs Carroll, Gannon, Deputy Roche, Dr R O'Herlihy and Dr Hawkins 
contributed, it was proposed by Dr Hawkins, seconded by Deputy Roche, and 
agreed to add the words 'in relation to ante-natal and post-natal clinics for the 
area'. 
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Following a further discussions, to which Cllrs Dunne, Carroll, Dr Devitt, 
Deputy De Rossa, Ms Nealon and Deputy Roche, contributed, it was noted that 
a full report would be presented to the next meeting of the General Hospital 
Programme Committee and subsequently to the Health Board. 

(viii) The following motion was proposed by Dr P Devitt -  
‘That the Eastern Health Board consider the feasibility of employing or 
seconding a medical officer with full time responsibilities for the homeless'. 
The motion was seconded by Dr Hawkins and following a discussion to which 
Dr Devitt, Dr Hawkins, Cllr Dunne, Cllr Glenn, Dr O'Herlihy and Deputy Briscoe 
contributed and to which Mr Hickey, Acting Chief Executive Officer, replied, it 
was agreed to refer the motion to the Community Care Programme Committee 
for further consideration. 

(x) The following motion was proposed by Mr G McGuire -  
(a) In the event of a member having a motion referred from a full Board meeting 
to a Committee or Special Committee of the Board, that said member be 
afforded an opportunity of addressing such Committee to advance his/her 
motion', 
(b) 'that such Committee report on the referred motion within a reasonable 
period'. 
The motion was seconded by Cllr Carroll, and following a discussion to which 
Mr McGuire, air Hickey, Deputy Roche and Dr O'Herlihy contributed, and to 
which Mr Hickey, Acting Chief Executive Officer replied, it was agreed that a 
member whose motion was referred to a Committee should receive a formal 
response indicating the outcome of the Committee's consideration of the 
referred motion. 

135/87 
CORRESPONDENCE 

Department of Health Circular 17/87 dated 22 October 1987, regarding the position of 
medical practitioners seeking to exercise right of entry to the General Medical Service, 
copies of which had been circulated, was noted. 

136/87 
OTHER BUSINESS 

Deputy Roche referred to a recent interview on RTE Radio 1, regarding the cessation of 
ante-natal clinics in Rowlagh Health Centre. Following a discussion to which Deputy 
Roche, Cllr Dunne, Dr O'Herlihy, Dr Hawkins and Deputy Briscoe contributed, and to 
which Mr Hickey, Acting Chief Executive Officer, replied, it was agreed to write to RTE 
referring to the unbalanced nature of the programme and asking that, in future, the 
Health Board should be given an opportunity to respond where it is known that matters 
relating to the health services and their delivery in its area will be dealt with in radio 
and/or television programmes. 
The meeting concluded at 9.30 pm 
CORRECT: K J Hickey 

Acting Chief Executive Officer 
 


