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161 1/10/1987 

EASTERN HEALTH BOARD 

Minutes of proceedings of Monthly Meeting 
held in the 

Board Room, St Mary’s Hospital, Chapelizod, Dublin 20 
on Thursday 1 October 1987 at 6 pm 

PRESENT 

Cllr O Bennett Cllr B Briscoe TD 
Cllr I Callely Cllr M Carroll 
Mrs D Clune Dr P Devitt 
Prof J S Doyle Cllr P Dunne 
Cllr B J Durkan TD Ald A FitzGerald 
Cllr M Gannon Cllr A Groome 
Dr R Hawkins Cllr P Hickey 
Cllr F Hynes Dr D I Keane 
Dr P McCarthy Prof J McCormick 
Mr G McGuire Cllr C Murphy 
Ms M Nealon Dr B O’Herlihy 
Cllr J Reilly Mr R Roche TD 
Cllr J Sweeney 

APOLOGIES 

Dr R Corcoran, Cllr J Dillon Byrne, Cllr C Flood TD 

IN THE CHAIR 

Mrs D Clune 

OFFICERS IN ATTENDANCE 

Mr K J Hickey, Acting Chief Executive Officer 
Mr F J Donohue, Programme Manager, Community Care 
Mr M Walsh, Acting Programme Manager, Special Hospital Care 
Mr L Kavanagh, Acting Programme Manager, General Hospital Care 
Prof B O’Donnell, Dublin Medical Officer of Health 
Mr M Gallagher, Finance Officer 
Mr J McNee, Management Services Officer 
Mr G Brennan, Technical Services Officer 
Mr M J O’Connor, Senior Executive Officer, Secretariat 
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118/87 
CONDOLENCES 

On a proposal by the Chairman votes of sympathy were passed with the following: 

1. Ms Brid Ni Chadhain, Hospital Services Section, on the death of her sister. 

2. Ms Patricia Walsh, Central Mental Hospital, on the death of her father. 
119/87 
CHAIRMAN’S BUSINESS 

The Chairman read the following report which was noted by the Board. 

‘The following items are for information only and not debate. 

1. Cllr Michael Gannon 
I am sure members will join with me in welcoming Cllr Michael Gannon to his 
first meeting of our Board. 
Cllr Gannon has been appointed as a member of our Board by Dublin County 
Council to replace Cllr Eithne Fitzgerald, who resigned. 

2. Commission on Health Funding 
A special meeting of our Board will be held on Thursday 8 October at 6 pm to 
continue consideration of the discussion document prepared in connection 
with our Board’s submission to the Commission on Hearth Funding. 

3. Central Council of the Federated Dublin Voluntary Hospitals 
A vacancy has arisen on the Central Council of the Federated Dublin Voluntary 
Hospitals due to the resignation of Dr J Behan as a member of our Board. 
In accordance with the usual practice the appointment of a member to replace 
him will be on the agenda for the November meeting of our Board. 

4. Deputation to the Minister for Health 
We have been notified that the Minister for Health will meet a deputation from 
our Board to discuss the refund of Drugs Scheme on Wednesday next, 7 
October at 4.30 pm. 
The deputation as agreed at a previous meeting will consist of the Chairman, 
Cllr John Sweeney and Cllr Pat Dunne. 

5. James Connolly Memorial Hospital 
I have circulated for the information of members, copies of letter received from 
the Defend Blanchardstown Hospital Committee together with my reply dated 
28 September 1987. 

6. Congratulations to Mr Martin Gallagher, Finance Officer 
I am sure members will join with me in congratulating Martin Gallagher, our 
Finance Officer, on recently obtaining an Honours Masters Degree in Finance. 
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Cllrs Carroll, Dunne and Hynes welcomed Cllr Gannon, and wished him every 
success. 

Cllr Gannon thanked the Chairman for her words of welcome. He also thanked 
the members and staff for the welcome which he had been afforded. 

120/87 
CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF MONTHLY 
MEETING HELD ON 3 SEPTEMBER 1987 

The Minutes of the Monthly Meeting held on 3 September 1987, having been 
circulated, were confirmed on a proposal by Cllr Sweeney, seconded by Cllr 
Carroll. 

121/87 
QUESTION TO THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

On a proposal by Cllr Dunne, seconded by Cllr Carroll, it was agreed to answer 
the question which had been lodged. 

Cllr I Callely 
‘To ask the Chief Executive Officer how many doctors are undergoing training 
in the scheme for training general practitioners? Where are they placed? Is 
there a special allocation for the scheme from the Department of Health? How 
are the trainees remunerated? Is this according to their contract?’ 

Reply 
‘The Dublin Regional Vocational Training Scheme consists of a three year 
course — two years in relevant hospital posts and one year in general practice 
under the supervision of a general practitioner trainer. 
The Eastern Health Board is involved in the funding of the general practitioner 
element of training only. There are currently ten doctors participating in the 
general practitioner element of training, and they are assigned both to trainers 
in our Board’s own area and in the South Eastern and North Eastern Board 
areas. 
There is no special allocation from the Department of Health. The expenditure 
is met from our Board’s overall allocation. 
Up the start of the current training year the trainees’ remuneration was similar 
to that of a hospital registrar, the current rate of which is £15,083. They were 
also in receipt of a living out allowance of £20.43 per week and a higher 
diploma allowance of £348 per year. 
From the start of the current training year (1 July 1987) trainees are 
remunerated at an inclusive rate equivalent to the third point of the senior 
house officer scale, which is £13,052. 
The trainees have no contract with this Board. 
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122/87 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER’S REPORT 

The Acting Chief Executive Officer read the following report which was noted by the 
Board: 

(i) Drug Treatment Centre - Pearse Street 
‘At the September meeting of our Board I informed members regarding the 
proposed Establishment Order relating to the Drug Treatment Centre at Pearse 
Street. 

As the Establishment Order has not yet been issued, the appointment of a 
member of the Drug Treatment Centre Board will have to be deferred until the 
November meeting of our Board’. 

(ii) Royal City of Dublin Hospital, Baggot Street 
‘I have circulated, for the information of members, details of correspondence 
which has taken place since my recent report to the General Hospital 
Committee on 17 September, regarding the proposed location of Eastern Health 
Board services at the Royal City of Dublin Hospital, Baggot Street. 
It is our intention, following the positive response received from the Board of 
the Hospital, to progress the proposal further with all possible speed. 
Immediately the resource requirements of the proposed services have been 
more precisely quantified, discussions, which have already been initiated with 
the Department of Health to agree the funding of the services, will be finalised.’ 

(iii) James Connolly Memorial Hospital 
‘Since my report to the last meeting of our Board regarding transfer of 
responsibility for the funding and management of the Hospital to the Eastern 
Health Board: 

1. Meetings have been held with senior staff of the hospital (medical, 
nursing and administrative) and with staff union representatives in 
relation to the transfer. 

2. The James Connolly Memorial Hospital Board (Establishment) Order, 
1971, (Revocation) Order, 1987, signed by the Minister for Health, has 
been received and is circulated for the information of members. 

3. The present position is that the additional bed closures at the hospital, 
which were threatened prior to the transfer, have now been averted. 
However, it is clear that no additional financial allocation will be made 
available in 1987. The possibility of any immediate re-opening of acute 
beds previously closed does not therefore arise for the present. 

4. Formal responsibility for the funding and management of the hospital 
rests with our Board from today 1 October 1987. Our Board’s 
management will now be entering into very active working relationships 
with the hospital management to ensure that the maximum level of 
services, both acute and non-acute, is provided and maintained from 
the financial allocation available and also to ensure that, through 
resource re-deployment, the maximum use is made of the facilities 
available at the hospital.’ 
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(iv) Homeless Young People 

1. I have circulated, for the information of members, a position paper 
detailing ongoing work relating to services for homeless young 
people. 

This recaps on the policy proposals adopted by our Board a year 
ago and submitted, with costing, to the Minister for Health for 
approval and funding. Partial funding, to implement the proposals, 
was made available and the Hostel at Percy Place was opened and 
five outreach workers (Senior Social Workers) were employed for 
the services as a whole. 

2. The Programme Manager is to be commended for the initiative 
taken in establishing a steering group to more closely define overall 
needs, particularly priority needs and to deploy our newly acquired 
outreach workers to best effect. 

Our Board has already been advised that a comprehensive report 
on our services for homeless young people would be brought 
before the Community Care Committee at an early date. Work on the 
Report was being finalised recently and some discrepancies in data 
ironed out. 

3. It is a matter of some regret that an unauthorised publication of the 
incomplete report this week has been the occasion for negative 
comment and criticism. The innuendo that the report was being 
unduly delayed or suppressed is particularly offensive and without 
foundation. 

Members will note from the position paper circulated that services 
for homeless young people are being developed with the extra 
resources provided this year. The detailed position can be 
considered at the next meeting of the Community Care Committee.’ 

(v) National Conference on Health Policy 
‘I have circulated copies of letter dated 28 September from the Department 
of Health regarding a national conference on health policy to be held in 
Beaumont Hospital on 20 and 21 October 1987. 
Members will note that our Board is invited to nominate four 
representatives to attend the conference to include the Chairman and Chief 
Executive Officer.’ 

(vi) Hygiene Award/Naas Hospital 
‘I am pleased to inform members that Naas General Hospital obtained first 
place in the Catering Management Association’s Hygiene Adjudication 
Scheme 1987. The adjudicators commented on the ‘excellent standard 
despite staff shortages’. I am sure you will join with me in congratulating all 
involved in this achievement.’ 
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(vii) Central Psychiatric Nurse Training School 
‘I wish to advise members that the Central Training School for Psychiatric 
Nurse Training is now in operation. The Central School replaces three existing 
schools at our psychiatric hospitals. Our appreciation is due to Task Force 
under the chairmanship of (Liam Kavanagh, our Personnel Officer.’ 

Cllr Groome referred to the Hygiene Award which had been won by Naas 
General Hospital and proposed that the compliments of the Board should be 
conveyed to all the staff concerned. 

In relation to the National Conference on Health Policy members agreed that 
the Chairmen of the Programme Committees should attend the conference, 
together with the Chairman and Chief Executive Officer. 

123/87 
PROGRESS REPORTS FROM PROGRAMME COMMITTEES 

(i) General Hospital Care Programme Committee 
On a proposal by Cllr Dunne, seconded by Cllr Hynes, it was agreed to adopt 
the Report. 

The following matters were dealt with in the Report: 

(a) Development of Out-Patient’s Department and Operating Theatre Suites 
at St Columcille’s Hospital 

(b) Cherry Orchard Hospital — Laundry 

(c) Acute Hospital Services — Update 

(d) Eastern Health Board General Hospitals and Homes — Update 

(e) Report on services in St Vincent’s Hospital, Athy. 

Deputy Durkan referred to the report in the Irish Medical Times headed ‘Shock 
News of Closure for two General Hospitals’ and to the Chairman’s refutation of 
the report at the September meeting of our Board. Members agreed with his 
suggestion that the Minister for Health be asked for an assurance that it was 
not intended to interfere with the status of Naas General Hospital. 

Dr Hawkins requested that some publicity should be given to the re-opening of 
beds which had been closed for the Summer. 

(ii) Special Hospital Care Programme Committee 
On a proposal by Cllr Hawkins, seconded by Cllr Dunne, it was agreed to adopt 
the report. 

The following matters were dealt with in the Report: 

(a) St Catherine’s Day Centre 

The Committee agreed to recommend that the Department of Health should be 
asked to provide National Lottery Funds for the replacement of the day centre; 
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(b) Community Psychiatric Services, Bray; 

(c) Department of Health letter setting out the legal provisions 
governing arrangements with non-health board institutions. 

The Committee agreed to recommend that the Health Board should 
request that the Mental Treatment Acts be reviewed and updated. 

(d) Cheeverstown House 

Having noted the Acting Programme Manager’s report setting out 
details of the revised budget arrangements and the arrangements 
for the intake of fifty mentally handicapped people from St 
Brendan’s and St Ita's Hospitals, the Committee recommended that 
clarification should be sought regarding the role and functions of 
Cheeverstown House having regard to the arrangements which had 
been made for its funding through the Health Board. 

(e) Visit to St Ita’s Hospital on 15 September 1987 on the occasion of 
the Open Day in St Joseph’s Mental Handicap Centre. 

(iii) Community Care Programme Committee 
On a proposal by Cllr Dunne, seconded by Cllr Hynes, it was agreed to 
adopt the report. 

The following matters were dealt with in the Report: 

(a) Report of General Medical Services (Payments) Board, 1986 

(b) Community Drugs Scheme 

(c) ‘Promoting Health through Public Policy’ 

(d) Footwear and National Fuel Schemes 1987/1988 

(e) Home Help Service 

(f) Adoption Bill 

(g) Child Abuse Guidelines 

(h) Cervical Cytology Laboratory Service 

(i) Report on Services in County Kildare 

The Committee agreed to recommend that the Minister for Health be 
requested to restore certain basic ‘over-the-counter' items to the GMS 
Scheme, that the period for which prescriptions are issued under the 
Scheme should be increased, and that progress in the implementation of 
the recommendations in the Report of the Working Party on the GMS 
should be ascertained from the Department of Health. 

With regard to the National Fuel Scheme the Committee recommended that 
the Minister be requested to restore the Scheme to a period of thirty weeks. 
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124/87 
PROCEEDINGS OF LOCAL COMMITTEES 

The reports of the following Local Committee meetings, having been circulated, were 
dealt with as follows: 

1. Dun Laoghaire Local Committee meeting held on 8 September 1987 

On a proposal by Dr Hawkins, seconded by Cllr Hynes, it was agreed to note 
the report. 

The following matters were dealt with in the report: 

(a) a motion calling on the resumption of ‘sessional’ dental treatment; 

(b) a motion expressing concern regarding reports of discussions with 
representatives of Holies Street Hospital and seeking an assurance that 
the Maternity Unit in St Columcille’s Hospital would be retained. 

2. Dublin County Local Committee meeting held on 10 September 1987 

On a proposal by Cllr Dunne, seconded by Cllr Carroll, it was agreed to note the 
report. 

The following matters were dealt with in the Report: 

(a) recommendation that priority be given to the re-opening of the Dental 
Unit in James Connolly Memorial Hospital; 

(b) a motion calling on the Health Board to acquire additional temporary 
health centre accommodation in Swords; 

(c) a motion calling on the Health Board to arrange to re-locate the site 
designated for a community clinic at Boden Park, Ballyboden. 

3. Dublin City Local Committee meeting held on 14 September 1987 

On a proposal by Dr Hawkins, seconded by Cllr Dunne, it was agreed to note 
the Report: 

The following matters were dealt with in the Report: 

(a) a motion (defeated) calling on the Minister for Hearth to amend the 
Health Act 1970 (Section 7) to enable the disbandment of Local Health 
Committees; 

(b) a motion (ruled out of order) that the Committee resolve to adjourn ‘sine 
die’. 

125/87 

NOTICES OF MOTION 

(i) The notice of motion in the name of Cllr Jane Dillon Byrne was, in her absence, 
not moved. 

(ii) The following motion was proposed by Cllr J Really, seconded by Deputy 
Durkan, and agreed: 



169  1/10/1987 

‘That this Board now requests the Department of Health to decide on a date 
on which approval will be granted to progress the next stage of 
development at Naas General Hospital’. 

(iii) The following motion was proposed by Cllr J Reilly: 

‘That this Board would arrange that at least one ambulance in County 
Kildare be fitted with a Defibrilator and ECG monitor’. 

It was proposed by Prof Doyle, and seconded by Cllr Dunne, that the 
following words be added to the motion: 

‘And that appropriate staff be trained in their use’ 

Following a discussion to which Cllr Reilly, Deputy Durkan, Prof Doyle, Cllr 
Dunne, Mr Maguire, Cllr Groome, Prof McCormick, Deputy Roche, Deputy 
Briscoe, Dr Hawkins and Dr O’Herlihy contributed and to which Mr Hickey, 
Acting Chief Executive Officer replied, it was agreed to refer the matter to 
the General Hospital Care Programme Committee for examination and 
report. 

(iv) The motion tabled by Cllr Callely regarding identification of staff in public 
offices was, at his request, deferred to the November meeting. 

The meeting concluded at 8 pm 

CORRECT: K J Hickey 
Acting Chief Executive Officer 

 


