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126 7/8/1986 

EASTERN HEALTH BOARD 

Minutes of proceedings of Monthly Meeting 
held in the 

Boardroom, St Mary’s Hospital, Chapelizod, Dublin 20 
on Thursday 7 August 1986 at 6 pm. 

PRESENT 
Mr F Beale Dr J D Behan 
Cllr O Bennett Cllr B Briscoe TD 
Cllr I Callely Cllr M Carroll 
Mrs D Clune Prof J S Doyle 
Cllr P Dunne Cllr B J Durkan TD 
Mr P Finegan Sen A FitzGerald Ald 
Cllr E Fitzgerald Cllr Dr D Fitzpatrick 
Cllr A Groome Cllr W J Harvey 
Dr R Hawkins Dr M Henry 
Cllr P Hickey Cllr F Hynes 
Dr D I Keane Dr P McCarthy 
Prof J McCormick Cllr C Murphy 
Cllr J Reilly Cllr J Sweeney 

APOLOGIES 
Ald B Ahem TD, Mrs B Bonar, Cllr J Dillon-Byrne 

Mr D Kane, Dr B O’Herlihy 

IN THE CHAIR 
Mrs D Clune 

OFFICERS IN A TTENDANCE 
Mr K J Hickey, Deputy Chief Executive Officer 
Mr F J Donohue, Programme Manager, Community Care 
Mr M Walsh, A/Programme Manager, Special Hospital Care 
Mr J F Reynolds, Finance Officer 
Mr G Brennan, Technical Services Officer 
Mr R Keane, A/Personnel Officer 
Prof B O’Donnell, Dublin Medical Officer of Health 
Mr E Boyle, A/Senior Executive Officer, Secretariat 
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88/86 
CONDOLENCES 

On the proposal of the Chairman, votes off sympathy were passed with the following: 
(i) Mr Canice Mansfield, Senior Administrative Officer, Emmet House, on the recent 

death of his mother. 
(ii) Mr Brian O’Malley, Acting Internal Auditor, on the recent death of his father. 
(iii) Mrs Margaret Neville, Nurse, St Brendan’s Hospital on the recent death of her 

husband. 
(iv) To the family of Mr Michael McCarthy, Psychiatric Nurse, St Brendan’s Hospital. 
On the proposal of Cllr Sweeney, a vote of sympathy was passed with the Chairman, Mrs D 
Clime on the death of her aunt. 

89/86 
MINUTES OF MONTHLY MEETING HELD ON 3 JULY 1986 

The minutes of the Monthly Meeting held on 3 July 1986 having been circulated, were 
confirmed on a proposal by Cllr Carroll, seconded by Dr Hawkins. 
Matters arising from the Minutes 
Cllr Murphy requested and it was agreed that his name be included in the attendance list 
for the Monthly Meeting of the Board held on 3 July 1986. 

90/86 
QUESTIONS TO THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

On a proposal by Cllr Callely, seconded by Dr Hawkins, It was agreed to answer the 
questions which had been lodged. 
(i) Cllr B Briscoe TD 

‘To ask the Chief Executive Officer of the Eastern Health Board how many bone 
marrow transplantation operations have been carried out at St James’s Hospital since 
the opening of the unit, and how many of these operations have been successful? 
Reply 
(a) Unit opened: April 1984 
(b) Number of Bone Marrow Operations: 29 
(c) Number of patients who lived: 17 
Number of patients who died: 12 
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(ii) Cllr I Callely 

‘Could the Chief Executive Officer advise if there has been any study/analysis of 
trends in prescribing habits for items available on the GMS before and after 
delisting certain items and if so what were the findings?’ 
Reply 
The situation has been closely monitored by the General Medical Services 
Payments Board since the removal of the ‘900’ OTC items from the GMS in late 
1982. 
A study carried out by that Board on prescribing patterns/costs for the first year 
after the removal of the 900 items estimated that there was savings in the region of 
£6m. The study also showed that there was a level of substitution by some doctors 
and estimated the cost to be approximately £1.5m., thus leaving a net saving of 
around £4.5m. 
The GMS Payments Board are continuing to monitor the situation’. 

(iii) Cllr I Callely 
‘Could the Chief Executive Officer advise of the number of patients under the care 
of St Brendan’s Hospital i.e. committed patient, voluntary patient, day patient, out-
patient clinic, long-stay/short-stay patient, patients placed in outside hostels, etc. 
who died other than from natural causes over the past twenty-four months and the 
circumstances surrounding the incident and what procedure is taken in advising 
the family or next-of-kin?’ 
Reply 
Our records show that nine persons associated with the St Brendan’s services died 
in the last two years in circumstances where death would not have been from 
natural causes; four were out-patients and five were in-patients (three voluntary 
and two temporary). Two of the in-patients were found dead within the hospital 
campus. The other three were found dead outside of the hospital. 
The hospital authorities would not normally be involved in notifying the next-of-kin 
in the case of an out-patient found dead outside of the hospital. In fact the hospital 
staff might not be immediately informed of such a death. The procedure in relation 
to an in-patient death is as follows: 
(a) The duty community psychiatric nurse will call to the next-of- kin. 
(b) After hours and at week-ends the ACNO on duty will call to the next-of-kin. 
(c) When the patient’s next-of-kin reside outside of the Eastern Health Board 

area or outside of the country, the Garda/Police Station nearest the next-of-
kin is notified and asked to convey the information personally to them. 
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All such deaths involving in-patients are notified to the Coroner, who hold an inquest 
as soon as possible. The Minister and Inspector of Mental Hospitals are also notified 
separately. 

(iv) Cllr P De Rossa TD 
‘To ask the Chief Executive Officer what criteria apply for the allocation of milk under 
the Free Milk Scheme; if there are particular categories of social welfare recipients 
excluded or included; has there been a change this year in the conditions applying to 
eligibility and, if not, why have people in Tallaght, whose conditions have not changed, 
been refused free milk recently on the grounds that they are no longer qualified?’ 
Reply 
The Health Act 1953, Section 24 provides that a health authority may, subject to the 
prescribed conditions, make arrangements for the supply of milk to expectant and 
nursing mothers who have full eligibility for services made available by the Health 
Board. The financial criteria used for eligibility under the Scheme are based on family 
means which do not exceed the current rate for Unemployment Assistance (lower rate) 
or 70% of the current GMS scale in other cases. 
No change has occurred this year as regards conditions to eligibility for persons who 
were in receipt of free milk in previous years. 
There are, however, two factors which could have affected the supply of free milk to 
eligible persons in Tallaght and in some other areas; 
(1) The contract for supply and delivery of milk was awarded to a new Dairy 

Company from 1 July 1986. Some problems with delivery have ensued and 
every effort is being made to resume normal delivery to eligible persons who 
may have been affected. 

(2) The Board carried out a review of all recipients in receipt of free milk earlier this 
year. Some recipients did not respond to enquiries as regards their current 
financial circumstances and current address. It was assumed, therefore, that 
they either no longer resided at the address on file or that their financial 
circumstances were changed. As a consequence, the supply of milk to them 
was suspended. Anybody who subsequently contacted the Board and who 
continued to be eligible for the service, had their supply resumed immediately. 
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(iv) Dr R Hawkins 
‘Could the Chief Executive Officer outline numberically the Age/Sex Register as per total GMS 
patients in the Eastern Health Board computer files. Also, could he sub-divide them into Dublin, 
Kildare and Wicklow? 
 

AGE DUBLIN KILDARE WICKLOW TOTAL 

 M F T M F T M F T M F T 

0 - 4 11,411 10,802 22,213 1,604 1,533 3,137 1,357 1,307 2,664 14,372 13,642 28,014 

5 - 15 29,655 28,272 57,927 4,713 4,392 9,105 3,591 3,314 6,905 37,959 35,978 73,937 

16 - 44 37,043 44,456 81,499 7,739 8,227 15,966 4,239 4,880 9,119 49,021 57,563 106,584 

45 - 64 14,573 22,219 36,792 2,246 3,073 5,319 1,772 2,704 4,476 18,591 27,996 46,587 

65 + 25,516 54,895 80,411 3,678 5,220 8,898 3,333 5,462 8,795 32,527 66,577 98,104 

Unstated 1 7 8 10 12 22 2 - 2 13 19 32 

TOTAL 118.199 160,651 278,850 19,990 22,457 42.447 14,294 17,667 31,961 162.483 200,775 363,258 
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91/86 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER’S REPORT 

Mr Hickey, Deputy Chief Executive Officer, reed the following report which was noted by 
the Board: 
1. James Connolly Memorial Hospital - Psychiatric Services 

Since the July meeting of our Board, members of our sub-committee met with 
representatives of the hospital and have since reported back to a meeting of the sub-
committee. 
A report from the sub-committee together with a report on the overall psychiatric 
services for the catchment area will be presented to the next meeting of the Special 
Hospital Care Committee. 

2. Kildare Local Committee - Meeting with Minister for Health 
A reply has now been received to the request of the Kildare Local Committee, 
forwarded through our Board, for a meeting with the Minister for Health to discuss an 
alternative service to that at present provided by St Dympna’s Hospital, Carlow for 
patients from County Kildare. 
The Minister has acceded to the request for a meeting and has indicated Friday 25 
September 1986 at 3.30 pm in the Boardroom, St Mary’s Hospital as being suitable for 
him. This is now being conveyed to the Kildare Local Committee. 
It is proposed that our Board’s Chairman, Vice-Chairman, the Kildare members 
together with the Chief Executive Officer and relevant Programme Managers should 
also attend this meeting. 

3. Diseases transmitted by domestic pets, especially cats and dogs 
At the July meeting of our Board reference was made to the dangers of Toxocare Canis 
which had been raised at the Dublin County Local Committee. A detailed report from 
the Dublin Medical Officer of Health has now been circulated, as requested. 

4. Request from Dublin City Local Committee for facility of visiting institutions. 
Arising from the discussion at the July meeting of our Board, legal advice was sought 
regarding the request of the Dublin City Local Committee. 
A copy of the letter of advice dated the 21 July 1986 received from Messrs Roger 
Greene & Sons, Solicitors has been circulated to members. 

5. Survey of swimming/bathing places in the Eastern Health Board area 
Arising from the motion adopted at the July meeting of our Board a report from the 
Dublin Medical Officer of Health is being circulated for the information of the members. 

6. Fitzgibbon Bathing Place - Kilrock 
This matter is referred to in the report of the Special Hospital Care Committee which is 
on the Agenda for this meeting. Since that report was prepared legal advice has been 
sought. This advice is to the effect that it would be in our Board’s best interests to 
dispose of this property rather than to grant a licence for its use as a public bathing 
place. 
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Accordingly therefore, the required notice under Section 83 of Local Government 
Act 1946 will be circulated prior to the September meeting of our Board proposing 
of the disposal of this property for a nominal sum. 

7. Programme Committees - Ex-Officio Membership of Board Chairman 
A question arose recently regarding the right of the Board Chairman to vote as an 
ex-officio member at the meeting of any Programme Committee. Legal advice has 
been taken on the basis of Standing Order No. 63 and the Programme Committee 
Rules which indicates that the Chairman is entitled to attend and participate as a 
full voting member of each Programme Committee established by our Board’. 
It was agreed that our Board’s interest in the Kilrock Fitzgibbon Bathing Place 
would be sold for a nominal sum to local bathing interests. 

92/86 
TEMPORARY BORROWING 

The following Report No. 13/1986 was submitted: 
Having reviewed our current cash-flow situation it appears that overdraft 
accommodation up to a maximum of £3m may be required during the current quarter. I 
accordingly request that our Board consents to the borrowing by way of overdraft to a 
maximum of £3m during the period ending on 30 September 1986. 
On a proposal by Prof Doyle, seconded by Cllr Callely, it was agreed to adopt the 
proposal contained in the Report. 

93/86 
PROGRESS REPORTS FROM PROGRAMME COMMITTEES 

(i) General Hospital Committee 
On a proposal by Dr Hawkins, seconded by Cllr Dunne, it was agreed to adopt the 
report. 
Following a discussion to which Dr Henry, Cllr Carroll, Cllr Callely, Dr Hawkins, 
Senator FitzGerald and Cllr Fitzgerald contributed and to which Mr Hickey, Deputy 
Chief Executive Officer replied, the members noted the transfer of the varicose 
veins clinic from Sir Patrick Dun’s Hospital, to St James’s Hospital, the Adelaide 
Hospital and the Orthopaedic Hospital, Clontarf. Reservations were expressed 
regarding the shortage of facilities for the care of the elderly in the South County 
Dublin area. The Deputy Chief Executive Officer outlined the position in relation to 
Clonskeagh Hospital, Temple Hill, Blackrock and the proposed development in 
Dalkey. He confirmed that South County Dublin has the highest priority in the 
current development programme for facilities for the elderly. 

(ii) Special Hospital Care Committee 
On a proposal by Cllr Dunna, seconded by Deputy Briscoe, the report was 
endorsed by the Board. 
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Following a discussion to which Cllr Groome, Mr Beale, Cllr Dr Fitzpatrick, Cllr Callely, 
Dr Behan, Cllr Hynes, Cllr Fitzgerald and Prof Doyle contributed and to which Mr 
Hickey, Deputy Chief Executive Officer and Mr Walsh, A/Programme Manager, Special 
Hospital Care replied, it was agreed that the points made regarding bed requirements 
for the catchment area would be taken into account in future consideration of this 
matter and that no formal agreement would be made with the Beaumont Hospital until 
a further report is made to our Board. 

(iii) Community Care Committee 
On a proposal by Cllr Dunns, seconded by Cllr Hickey, it was agreed to adopt the 
Report. 
Following a discussion to which Dr Hawkins, Cllr Fitzgerald, Cllr Dunne, Cllr Dr 
Fitzpatrick and Cllr Groome contributed and to which Mr Hickey, Deputy Chief 
Executive Officer replied, it was agreed that a review of the operation and efficiency of 
the GMS Scheme in our Board’s area would be undertaken by the Community Care 
Programme Committee. This would include the Long Term Illness and Hardship 
Medicines Schemes. 

94/86 
PROCEEDINGS OF LOCAL COMMITTEES 

The reports of the following Local Committees meetings, having been circulated, were 
dealt with as follows: 
(i) Kildare Local Committee meeting held on 19 June 1986 

On a proposal by Deputy Durkan, seconded by Dr Hawkins. It was agreed to note the 
Report. 
Dr Hawkins referred to the item on the School Medical Service, following which it was 
agreed to request the Committee to review the operation of this service. 

(ii) Dun Leoghaire Local Committee meeting held on 8 July 1986 
On a proposal by Cllr Dunne, seconded by Cllr Fitzgerald, It was agreed to note the 
report. 
In relation to the motion, 
‘that the Eastern Health Board review its decision to locate a Health Centre at Meadow 
Vale’. 
Mr Donohue, Programme Manager, Community Care, stated that the matter would be 
discussed further with the Community Care Programme Committee but the 
recommendation would be to construct a health centre as proposed. 
In relation to the motion, 
‘that this committee calls on the Minister for Health to re-amend the Regulations 
governing the Disabled Persons Maintenance Allowance, so that persons entitled to 
this allowance are not disqualified if they attend a special school’. 
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Mr Donohue, Programme Manager, Community Care undertook to submit a report 
on this matter. 

(iii) Dublin County Local Committee meeting held on 10 July 1986 
On a proposal by Dr Hawkins, seconded by Cllr Fitzgerald, it was agreed to note 
the report. 
(a) Cllr Dunne referred to the report from Professor O’Donnell circulated at the 

Board meeting regarding the dangers of Toxocara Canis. His proposal, 
which was seconded by Deputy Briscoe, that this report should be 
circulated to all Local Committee members, was agreed. 

(b) Following a discussion on the following motion which had been agreed by 
the Committee: 
‘that the Committee calls on the Minister for Health to include Lupus 
Erythematosus as a long-term illness because of the huge costs involved in 
the control of this disease for which there is no known cure’ 

to which Dr Hawkins, Cllr Fitzgerald and Cllr Dunne contributed and to which 
Professor O’Donnell, Dublin Medical Officer of Health replied it was agreed that 
Professor O’Donnell would prepare a report on specific drugs and illnesses of a 
long-term nature and the matter would be discussed at the next Community Care 
Programme Committee. 

96/86 
NOTICES OF MOTION 

The two motions in the name of Cllr J Dillon-Byrne were not moved and were 
accordingly, dropped from the agenda. 
The motion in the name of Cllr Dr D Fitzpatrick was deferred until the next meeting. 
(i) The following motion was proposed by Deputy Durkan, seconded by Cllr Dunns 

and agreed: 
‘that this Board would examine the situation with regard to the availability of motor 
insurance for disabled drivers, with particular reference to the cost’. 
It was agreed that the Programme Manager, Community Care would submit a report 
on this matter. 

(ii) The following motion was proposed by Cllr Callely, seconded by Cllr Dunne and 
agreed: 
‘that this Board receives a detailed outline of plans/proposals of all campaigns - 
advertisements, postage, booklets etc. - to be undertaken by the Health Education 
Bureau for the next twelve months. 

(iii) The following motion was proposed by Cllr Callely, seconded by Cllr Dunne and 
discussed: 
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‘that this Board calls a special meeting or appoint a sub-committee to discuss the 
various proposals from the Department of Health, reported in the medical that may 
affect services in the Board’s area’. 

(iv) Cllr Fitzgerald requested and it was agreed that her motion: 
‘that this Board requests the Minister for Health to include Crohn’s Disease as one of 
the illnesses in the Long-Term Illness Scheme’ 
be deferred until the next meeting. 

96/86 
CORRESPONDENCE 

The following Items of correspondence, coples of which were circulated, were noted: 
(i) Annual Report of the Chief Environmental Health Officer 1985. 
(ii) Letter dated 25 July 1986 from the Department of Energy enclosing booklet from the 

Nuclear Energy Board. 
(iii) Letter dated 30 July 1986 from the Health Education Bureau enclosing an information 

leaflet on AIDS. 
(iv) Letter dated 6 August 1986 from the Department of Health, regarding the new unit at 

the Central Mental Hospital, Dundrum. 
A discussion followed regarding the Central Mental Hospital to which Dr Behan, Dr 
Hawkins, Cllr Dunne and Cllr Fitzgerald contributed and to which Mr Hickey, Deputy 
Chief Executive Officer and Mr Walsh, A/Programme Manger, Special Hospital Care 
replied. It was agreed that legal advice should be sought regarding the status of the 
hospital and whether the new unit could be transferred with or without the appoval of 
our Board. 
The members also requested that a total review of the Forensic Service should take 
place and that this should take into account the role of the services in post graduate 
education. 

97/86 
ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

(i) Dr Hawkins referred to the operation of local committees and the possibilities of 
improving their efficiency. Mr Hickey, Deputy Chief Executive Officer stated that 
procedures for handling business from local committees was currently under review. 

(ii) Cllr E Fitzgerald raised the matter of hostel accommodation for young people and 
asked for information on negotiations regarding the provision of additional 
accommodation. Mr Donohue advised the members that the proposals from Barnardos 
and the Alexian Brothers were being examined and he would report back on the 
outcome of further meetings being arranged with these organisatins. He had asked the 
Boared’s Senior Social Workers and the Community Welfare Staff to consider and 
report on this whole situation including submissions and reports by other interested 
organisations which had come to hand. 
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The meeting concluded at 9.15 pm 

CORRECT: K J Hickey 
Deputy Chief Executive Officer 

 


