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24 1/3/1984 

EASTERN HEALTH BOARD 

Minutes of proceedings of Monthly Meeting 
of the Eastern Health Board held in 

the Boardroom, St Brendan's Hospital on 
Thursday 1 March 1984 at 6.00 pm. 

PRESENT 
Ald B Ahem TD 
Dr J D Behan 
Mrs B Bonar 
Cllr M Carroll 
Mrs 0 Clune  
Cllr E Doyle 
Prof J S Doyle 
Dr R J Draper  
Cllr B J Durkan TD  
Mr P Finegan  
Ald A FitzGerald  
Cllr Mrs E Fitzgerald  
Cllr Freehill 

Mr J Gahan  
Cllr Mrs A Glenn TD 
Cllr A Groome  
Cllr T Hand  
Dr R Hawkins 
Cllr P Hickey  
Cllr F Hynes  
Dr D I Kemne 
Dr P McCarthy  
Cllr E Stagg 
Cllr J Sweeney 
Cllr G Timmins TD 
Cllr W C WilIoughby 

APOLOGIES: 
Cllr D Browne, Prof J McCormick, Dr J Buttimer 

IN THE CHAIR 
Cllr Mrs A Glenn TD 

OFFICERS IN A TTENDANCE 
Mr F J Donohue, D/Chief Executive Officer  
Mr T P Keyes, Programme Manager, Spea'a.' Hospital Care- 
Mr K J Hickey, Programme Manager, General Hospitel Care  
Mr J J Doyle, A/Programme Manager, Community Care  
Mr J F Reynolds, Finance Officer  
Mr L P Kavanagh, Personnel Officer  
Mr G Brennan, Technical Services Officer  
Mr M J O'Connor, Senior Executive Officer, Secretarial 



 
 

 
 The Chairman informed the members that the Minister for Health 

would meet with a deputation from our Board to discuss the 
composition of the proposed Management Board for Beaumont 
Hospital on 28 May 1984 at 11.00 a.m. in the Custom House. 

24/84 
CONDOLENCES 

The Chairman informed the members of the recent deaths of the brother of 
Mr J A Ouggan, Administrator, Community Care Service, County Wicklow 
and of the mother of Mr J N McNee, Management Services Officer. The 
members stood in silence as a mark of respect to the deceased. 

25/84 
CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF MONTHLY MEETING HELD 
OH 2 FEBRUARY 1984 

The minutes, having been circulated, were confirmed on a proposal by Cllr 
Sweeney, seconded by Cllr Hynes. 

At the request of Cllr Durkan it was agreed that the minutes would be 
amended to mcktdm a reference to hie motion as follows: 

That where hardship is seen to occur in cases where medical cards have 
been withdrawn from persons in the 16 to 25 age group the individual 
circumstance be brought to the attention of the Board and that favourable 
consideration be given to the issue of the medical cards where it is felt the 
circumstances warrant it.' 

26/84 
QUESTIONS 

On a proposal by Cllr Freehill, seconded by Cllr Carroll, it was agreed that 

(1)        Mr P Finegan 
'Has there been any progress on my question of April 1983 
regarding Psychiatric Nurse training with the EHB and have our 
Senior Psychiatric Nurses furnished a report on Nurse Training?' 

Reply 
The Chief Nursing Officers have submitted their report on the 
training of Psychiatric Nurses which is being considered by 
officers of our Board in consultation with the various interested 
groups.' 

(2)       Mr P Finegan 
'Has the Minister indicated when he will meet the members of the 
Board to discuss the Board of Beaumont? 
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Reply 
'Notification has been received from his Private Secretary that the 
Minister for Health win meet a deputation from our Board to discuss the 
composition of the proposed Management Board for the Beaumont 
Hospital on Monday 28 May 1984 at 11.00 a.m.' 

(3)       Mr P Finegan 
'With the closing of. the Richmond Hospital in 1985 has this Board 
entered into negotiations with the Department of Health on future use 
of the hospital?' 

Reply 
'No formal negotiations have been entered into by this Board in relation 
to the future of the Richmond Hospital buildings which are vested in the 
Minister for Health. A survey of part of the buildings was carried out on 
behalf of this Board with the agreement of St Laurence's Hospital and 
the Department of Health. The report on this survey will be considered 
by the Project Team for St Brendan's in conjunction with the 
development control plan being prepared for the St Brendan's site.' 

(4) Cllr Mrs E Fitzgerald 
'Will the Chief Executive Officer state whether there are any reasons 
why doctors providing the infant welfare service in the Board's health 
centres should not write prescriptions where they recommend a 
particular preparation available on prescription only, in order to save 
the parent the trouble and expense of going to her GP to get a 
prescription for the particular preparation.' 

Reply 
'Child Development Clinics are advisory. Their purpose is to discover 
defects, physical or mental, which would affect a child's development. 
Where such defects exist or are discovered parents are advised to bring 
the child to the GP for further treatment etc. The Medical Officers 
attending the child developmental clinics do not provide a routine 
service such as is provided by a family doctor. The Medical Officer's 
role is advisory; the issue of prescriptions and other treatments 
involving on-going clinical responsibility would be a matter for the 
family doctor.' 

(5) Cllr M Freehill 
'Does this Board notify the Department of Health as requested by the 
Minister for Health of all instances of diagnosis of venereal disease? 

What services - personnel, contact tracing, follow-up and education -
are provided by the Board?' 

Reply 
'Sexually transmissible diseases are notifiable diseases. Data on all 
notifications received by the Dublin Medical Officer of Health are 
passed to the Department of Health. 

There are three STD Clinics at the Mater, Sir Patrick Dun's and Dr 
Steevens Hospitals funded direct by the Department of Health. The 
Board's venereologist is in charge of the Mater Hospital clinic and 
conducts one clinic per week at Sir Patrick Dun's and Dr Steevens 
Hospitals. Other clinics are staffed by hospital medical staff and GPs. 

The Board is arranging for the replacement of the contact tracer who 
has retired. 
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Information leaflets are distributed by the Board's staff and the 
Health Education Bureau is preparing a new leaflet which it is 
expected will be available for distribution in a couple of months.' 

27/84 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER'S REPORT 

Mr Donohue, Deputy Chiaf Executive Officar read tha following report which 
was noted by tha Board: 

(i) Meath Hospital Board 
The term of office of the eleven members elected by this Board to 
the Board of the Meath Hospital expires in April 1984. The election 
of eleven members to serve on the Board of the Meath Hospital for 
a period of three years will be on the agenda for the April meeting 
of our Board. 

(ii)        Meeting with representatives of the Health Education Bureau 
At our March meeting it was agreed that arrangements should be 
made to have a meeting with representatives of the Health Education 
Bureau regarding the implementation of the recommendations of the 
Committee for Support Systems on Unwanted Pregnancies. It seems 
appropriate that Dr Powell, Chairman of the Committee, and Mrs 
Bonar, a member of the committee, should accompany the officers 
attending the proposed meeting. 

28/84 
TEMPORARY 
Borrowing 

Tha followIng report Mo 4/1984 from the Chief Executive Officer was 
submitted 

At meeting held on 15 December 1983 the Board consented to the temporary 
borrowing by way of overdraft up to an overall limit of £1.5 million during the 
quarter ending on 31 March 1984. 

As similar overdraft accommodation may be required during the June 
quarter 1984,1 request that the Board consents to the borrowing by way of 
overdraft during the three months to 30 June 1984 to a maximum of £1.5 
million. 

On a proposal by Cllr Hickey, aaconded by Cllr Sweeney, it waa agreed that  
tha  proposal   contained   in   Report   No  4/1984  be  adopted. 

29/84 
APPLICATION BY DR CONAL BRENNAN, 12 GLENVIEW PARK, 
TALLAGHT, CO DUBLIN TO EMPLOY A PARTNER 

Tha following report No 5/1984 from the Chief Executlve Officer was 

Dr Conal Brennan. 12 Glenview Park, Tallaght is participating in the 
Board's General Practitioner Service. He has a large list of eligible persons 
and his practice premises is at 12 Glenview Park, Tallaght. 

In his letter of the 4 November 1983 he expressed his wish to employ a 
Partner. 
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In accordance with paragraph 21/22 of the circular letter 8/75 dated the 9 
April 1975 issued by the Department of Health, the Irish Medical Association 
and the Medical Union were asked for their observations on Doctor 
Brennan's request. The Irish Medical Association and the Medical Union 
have stated that they had no objection to Doctor Brennan's proposal. 

I recommend, subject to the approval of the Board, that Doctor Brennan's 
request be approved and that a partner for him be selected in accordance 
with the procedure laid down in the Department's circular letters 8/75 dated 
9 April 1975 and 9/81 of the 26 June 1981. 

If the application is approved Doctor Brennan will be required to select his 
partner from the Current National Panal of Partners/Assistants with a view 
to partnership. 

On a proposal by Cllr Sweeney, seconded by Cllr Hynes, IT was agreed that 
the proposal contained in Report No 5/1984 be adopted. 

30/84 
PROCEEDINGS OF VISITING COMMITTEES 

The reports off the following Visiting Committee meetings, having been 
circulated, were dealt with as follows: 

(i) No 2 Visiting Committee meeting held in Central Mental Hospital, 
Dundrum on 27 January 1984 

On a proposal by Cllr Doyle, seconded by Cllr Stagg, the report was 
noted. 

(ii) 

Following a discussion to which CHrs Doyle, Stagg, Hickey, Hand 
and Sweeney, Mr Fmegan and Mr Gahan contrflMitod and to which 
Mr Keyes, Programme Manager, Special Hospital Care replied, the 
Chairman agreed to write to the Ministers for Health and for Justice 
repeating our Board's request for a meeting to discuss security 
problems at the hospital. 

No 1 Visiting Committee meeting held in Newcastle Hospital on 1 
February 1984. 

On a proposal by Dr Hawkins, seconded by Cllr Hynes, the report 
was noted. 

Following a discussion to which Dr Hawkins, Cllr Hynes and Cllr 
Doyle contributed and to which Mr Keyes, Programme Manager, 
Special Hospital Care replied, the members agreed with the 
recommendation of the Visiting Committee that the development of 
the 20 bad assessment unit should proceed as quickly ae possible. 

(ill)        Community Care Visiting Committee meeting held in Community 
Care Office, Old County Road, Crumlin on 8 December 1983. 

On a proposal by Cllr Stagg, seconded by Cllr Hynes, the report was 
noted. 
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Cllr Stagg drew attention to his recommendation that a Community 
Worker should be employed in each Community Care Area. Mr 
Oonohue informed the members that, under present arrangements, 
all Social Workers are free to be assigned to any of the three 
divisions of social work, i.e. (a) case work (b) group work (c) 
community work, as indicated by the requirements of the service 
and as determined by the Director of Community Care. 

31/84 
PROCEEDINGS OF LOCAL COMMITTEES 

The reports of the following Local Committee meetings, having been 
circulated, were dealt with as follows: 

(i) Kildare Local Committee meeting held on 26 January 1984. 

On a proposal by Cllr Stagg, seconded by Cllr Groome, the report 

(ii)        Dublin County Local Committee meeting held on 9 February 1984. 

On a proposal by Cllr Carroll, seconded by Cllr Hickey, the report 
was noted. 

(iii)       Dublin City Local Committee meeting held on 13 February 1984. 

On a proposal by Cllr Mrs Fitzgerald, seconded by Cllr Carroll the 

32/84 
NOTICES OF MOTION 

(i) The following motion was proposed by Cllr Mrs Fitzgerald, seconded 
by Mrs Bonar, and agreed: 

That the Eastern Health Board, recognising the dedication shown by 
parents of handicapped children and the difficulties they face, calls for 
action by- the Minister for Health to prevent the witiidrawal of 
Domiciliary Care Allowances from parents whose children are in 
residential care for four days a week during term time, while their 
parents care for them during the remainder of the week and during the 
holidays.' 

(ii)        The following motion was proposed by Cllr Mrs Fitzgerald, seconded 
by Cllr Stagg, and agreed: 

That the Eastern Health Board, recognising the vital role of 
Supplementary Welfare in meeting the income needs of many families 
during this prolonged recession, calls for a report on the current 
operation of the Supplementary We/fare Allowances scheme and in 
particular on the reported withdrawal of clothing allowances paid under 
this scheme.' 

Mr Donohue indicated that he would present a report to the Board 
not later than at the May meeting. 
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(iii) The following motion was proposed by Cllr Mrs Fitzgerald, seconded by 
Cllr Hickey, and agreed: 

That this Board, recognising the need to safeguard employment at 
the Joint Hospital Services Board laundry, calls on all relevant 
health agencies to make use of this service where feasible, and 
further calls on the Minister for Health to allow this laundry to 
compete on the same basis as private laundries for business in 
order to ensure an efficient and viable service.' 

(iv) In the unavoidable absence of Prof B O'Donnell, Dublin Medical Officer 
of Health, the members agreed to defer the motion in the name of 
Cllr Freehill calling for improved facilities to deal with the increased 
level of venereal disease to the April meeting of the Board. 

(v) The following motion was proposed by Cllr M Freehill, and seconded by 
Cllr Hynes: 

'That, having regard to the fact that St Andrew's Senior Citizens Day 
Centre in Pearse Street caters for a catchment of 600, most of whom 
do not have bams in their own homes, bathing facilities be provided 
in the day centre.' 

Mr Donohue informed the members that they could not pass the 
resolution under Standing Orders in the absence of a certificate as to the 
cost of implementing the proposal. It was agreed to note the desirability 
of providing the facilities requested. 

33/84 
CORRESPONDENCE 

Letter dated 21 February 1984 from the Nuclear Energy Board regarding 
their monitoring programme of the Irish Sea, copies of which had been 
circulated, was noted. 

The meeting conceded at 7.45 p.m 

CORRECT:    F J Donohue 
D/Chief Executive Officer 




