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24 5/2/1981 

EASTERN  HEALTH BOARD 

Minutes of Proceedings of Monthly meeting of Eastern 
Health Board held in the Boardroom. St. Brendan's Hospital. 
Grangegorman,  Dublin on  Thursday, 5th February   1981 

at 6 p.m. 

PRESENT 

Ald. B. Ahern T.D., 
Dr. J. Behan 
Cllr. L. Belton T.D., 
Mrs. B. Bonar  
Cllr.D. Browne 
Cllr. M. Carroll  
Cllr. E.Doyle  
Prof. J. Doyle 
Cllr. B. Durkan 
Cllr. M. Freehill 
Cllr. Mrs. A. Glenn  
Cllr. A.Groome  
Cllr. T.Hand P.C., 
Mr. K. Harrington  
Cllr. P.Hickey P.O.. 

Cllr. F. Hynes 
Ms. N. Kearney 
Dr. D.G. Kelly 
Dr. P. McCarthy 
Prof. J. McCormick 
Sr. Columba McNamara 
Mr. M. Matthews 
Dr. A. Meade 
Cllr. H. Reilly 
Dr. B. Sheehan 
Cllr. E. Stagg 
Cllr. J. Sweeney 
Cllr. G. Timmins, T.D., 
Dr. J. Walker 
Cllr. Mrs. M. Waugh 

APOLOGY Ald. A. 
FitzGerald 

IN THE CHAIR 
Cllr. Dan Browne 

OFFICERS IN A TTENDANCE 

Mr. P.B. Segrave 
Mr. J J. Nolan 
Mr. F. Donohue . 
Mr. T Keyes 
Mr. PJ. Swords  
Mr. J. Reynolds  
Mr. J. Clarke 
Mr. J. Sadlier 
Mr. P.I. Lyons 
Prof. B. O'Donnell 
Prof. I. Browne 
Mr. J. Doyle 
Mr. F. McCullough 

Mr. M. O'Connor 
Mr. M. Cummins 
Miss E. Larkin 
Mr. A. O'Brien  
Mr. C. Mansfield 
Miss A. Flanagan 
Mr. C. Murphy 
Mr. E. Halpin 
Mr. J. Leech 
Miss M. McGahern 
Miss B. Kelly
Mr. F. Harrington 

 

13/81 CHAIRMAN'S BUSINESS 

(a) The Chairman informed members of the recent death of 
the sister of Mr. P. Sheehan, Senior Executive Officer. The 
members stood in silence as a mark of respect to the deceased. 
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(b) The Chairman advised members that Mr. E. Butler, 
Senior Executive Officer was ill. The Board asked that good 
wishes for a speedy recovery be conveyed to him. 

(c) The Chairman informed the members of the following — 

(i) The Minister for Health had agreed to the Board's 
request to receive a deputation and would be avail-
able at 3 p.m. on 23rd February to discuss the 
Board's priority listing of capital projects. It was 
agreed that the Board would be represented by the 
Capital Programme Committee. 

(ii) The Minister for Health had met the Chairmen and 
Chief Executive Officers of the eight Health Boards 
to discuss the allocation of funds for 1981 on 
January 30th. 
Following a full discussion it was agreed to adjourn 
the meeting to enable officers of the Department 
of Health to meet with officers of the Health 
Boards in the matter. Upon the completion of 
these discussions and consideration by the Minister 
of the reports of his officers the meeting will be 
reconvened  by  the  Minister  at  an  early  date. 

He would advise the Board of the outcome of the discussions 
when they were completed. 

14/81       SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDERS 

On a proposal by CI Irs. Doyle, Hand and Stagg Standing 
Orders were suspended to enable a discussion to take place 
on the cardiac ambulance service for St. Columcille's Hospital. 

Following discussion to which CI Irs. Doyle, Sweeney, Carroll, 
Hand, Waugh and Prof. McCormick, Dr. Walker and Dr. Kelly 
contributed there was general agreement that a further letter 
should be addressed to the Department of Health in this 
matter — Prof. McCormick abstaining. 

15/81 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 
OF MONTHLY MEETING HELD ON 8/1/81 

AND SPECIAL MEETING HELD ON 15/1/81 

Minutes of monthly meeting held on 8.1.81 and special 
meeting held on 15.1.81 having been circulated were 
confirmed on a proposal by Cllr. Hynes seconded by Cllr. 
Sweeney. 
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(a)   Matters arising: 

Cllr. Stagg referring to Minute 3/81 regarding the Board's 
proposal that the value of free fuel vouchers should be 
increased to £6 per week enquired if a decision had been 
received from the Minister for Social Welfare. As a reply had 
not been received from the Department there was agreement 
with Cllr. Stagg's suggestion that the Department should be 
pressed for a decision. 

Cllr. Reilly referred to Minute 2/81 regarding the report on 
allergies and enquired if this was available yet from the 
Board's Medical and Allied Research Committee. The Chief 
Executive Officer reported that the Committee had met on 
13th January 1981; that further information was being 
sought by the Committee and that the views of the Board 
regarding their request for an early report would be conveyed 
to the Committee. 

16/81 QUESTION 

On a proposal by Cllr. Sweeney seconded by Cllr. Hynes it 
was agreed that the Chief Executive Officer answer the 
question lodged. 

QUESTION - Cllr. Reilly: 

(1) If it would be possible to have a report on the position 
regarding the lead pollution or any other pollution at 
and in the vicinity of the Dumetco Lead Processing 
Plant at Tallaght, Co. Dublin. 

(2) Has the Eastern Health Board ever carried out a 
monitoring system re the above pollution and if not 
could we as a Board see that one is carried out at least 
twice yearly. 

REPLY: 

The matters raised in the question are within the statutory 
ambit of the Local Authority and not the Health Board. 
However I have looked into the matter and can advise you as 
follows. 

This Plant was started about one year ago. When the owners 
sought planning permission from Dublin County Council the 
latter asked the Institute for Industrial Research and 
Standards to report on the standard of their equipment and 
on the likelihood that they might cause local atmospheric or 
other pollution. This report from I.I.R.S. was favourable and 
planning permission was granted. 
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As this particular works is registrable under the Alkali Works 
Act the monitoring of pollution from the factory is primarily 
a matter for the Alkali Inspector who is an officer of the 
Department of the Environment. However, there is no 
problem involved fcr the Health Inspectors taking some air 
and other samples from the locality periodically. 

17/81  PROCEEDINGS OF VISITING COMMITTEES 

The reports of the following Visiting Committee Meetings, 
having been circulated, were dealt with as follows:- 

(a) No.   2   Visiting  Committee   meeting   held   at St. 
Brendan's Hospital on 11.12.1980 

On a proposal by Cllr. Hand seconded by Cllr. Hynes, the 
report was noted. 

(b) No. 3 Visiting Committee meeting held at County 
Hospital, Naas, on 14.1.1981 

On a proposal by Cllr. Stagg seconded by Cllr. Groome the 
report was noted. It was agreed that a report be provided on 
Laboratory services at Naas hospital. 

(c) No. 3 Visiting Committee meeting held at St. Ita's 
Hospital on 20.1.1981 

On a proposal by Cllr. Hickey seconded by Cllr. Mrs. Glenn 
the report was noted. 

(d) Community Care Visiting Committee meeting held in 
Area 1 on 25.11.1980 

On a proposal by Cllr. Hickey seconded by Cllr. Hynes the 
report was noted. 

(e) Community Care Visiting Committee meeting held in 
Area 5 on 6.12.1980 

On a proposal by Cllr. Hickey seconded by Ms. Kearney the 
report was noted. 

Ms. Kearney referred to the recommendation that the Board 
set up a sub-committee to examine the whole question of 
children in care and the services being provided for them. 
Following discussion to which Cllrs. Freehiil, Stagg, Mrs. 
Glenn and the Chairman contributed, it was agreed to nomin-
ate such a committee at the next meeting of the Board. 

(f) No. 1 Visiting Committee meeting held at St. Colum 
ella's Hospital on 15.1.1981 
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On a proposal by Cllr. Carroll seconded by Cllr. Sweeney the 
report was noted. 

The Chairman referred to the wonderful work being done by 
the patients' benefit committee organised by Sgt. O'Sullivan 
and there was agreement with his suggestion that a letter of 
congratulations and thanks should be sent to the Committee. 

18/81 MASS X-RAY SERVICE 

The following Report No. 3/1981 from the Chief Executive 
Officer was submitted:— 

"The Board took over the functions of the Mass X-Ray 
Service in April 1975 together with the staff employed there. 
Following a recent examination of the volume of X-Rays 
carried out over the past five years it became evident that the 
need to continue this service in its present form no longer 
exists. The Dublin Medical Officer of Health considers that 
the services provided in Tara Street should be terminated and 
the X-Ray Unit there should be transferred to Charles Street 
Clinic. Five of the Radiographers have expressed a desire to 
be superannuated provided additional years can be added to 
their service by way of compensation. It will be necessary 
therefore to remove the radiographers concerned (Misses 
Roddy, Murphy, Smith, Walsh and McCabe) from their 
offices as Radiographers in accordance with the provisions of 
Section 23 (4) of the Health Act 1970 and the consent of the 
Board is requested to this action. Their removal from office 
under this section will enable me to apply the provisions of 
Section 13 of the Local Government (Superannuation) Act 
1956 to them. 

The position has been fully explained to the staff and to the 
Union representing them and they have indicated that they 
are willing to avail of the opportunity to retire and avail of 
enhanced superannuation benefits. There is no suitable 
alternative employment available for them in the Board's 
service. 

It is anticipated that the Mass X-Ray Service in Tara Street 
will terminate on 28th February 1981." 

A discussion followed to which Dr. Kelly, Cllr. Stagg, Dr. 
Meade, Dr. Walker, Prof. O'Donnell contributed. It was 
agreed, on the suggestion of Dr. Meade, to inform general 
practitioners that the Mass X-Ray Service at Tara Street 
would terminate on 28th February 1981 and to advise them 
of the alternative arrangements. 

On the proposal by Dr. Behan seconded by Cllr. Carroll the 
report was adopted. 
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19/81        GUIDELINES FOR MEDICAL CARDS 

The following Report No. 4/1981 from the Chief Executive 
Officer was submitted: 

"The guidelines operative from 1st January, 1980 were based 
on the Consumer Price Index figures at mid November 1979. 
The Consumer Price Index figures for November 1980 have 
now become available and, having regard to them, I have 
revised the guidelines with effect from 1st January 1981 as 
shown hereunder: 
 

Current  
guidelines 
(operative 
from 1st 
January 
1980) 

Revised 
guidelines 
from 1st 
January 
1981 

Single person living with relatives £ 
28.00 

     £ 
     33.00 

Single person living alone 32.50 38.50 

Husband and wife 47.00 55.50 

For each child under 16 years 5.00 6.00 

For each child over 16 years with 
no income and maintained at home 
by applicant 

6.50 7.50 

To the income guidelines shown above are added: 
(a) Weekly housing outgoings (rent, 

ground rent, mortgage charges, etc.) 
in excess of 5.00 6.00 

(b) Exceptional expenses necessarily incurred in travelling 
to and from work where these create undue hardship. 

Persons with no income other than: 

(a) Old age non-contributory pension (maximum) 

(b) Old Age (Care) Allowance 

(c) Deserted Wives Allowance 

(d) Infectious Disease (Maintenance) Allowance 

(e) Disabled Persons (Maintenance) Allowance 

(f) Social Assistance Allowance for unmarried mothers 
(Maximum) 
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(g)   Social Assistance Allowance for single women 
(maximum) 

(h)   Widows (non-contributory) pension (maximum) 

(i)    Orphans (non-contributory) allowance (maximum) 

(j)    Blind (non-contributory) pension (maximum) 

(k)   Supplementary Welfare Allowance 

will be regarded as being eligible for a medical-card. 

Cases of hardship will continue to be dealt with individually 
on merit." 

Following a long discussion to which CIIrs. Stagg, Carroll, 
Mrs. Glenn, Reilly, Freehill, Hynes, the Chairman Cllr. 
Browne, Dr. McCarthy, Prof. McCormick, Dr. Behan and 
Dr. Kelly contributed, the report was noted. 

The following motion proposed by Prof. McCormick and 
seconded by Dr. Behan was agreed unanimously:— 

"This Board believes that eligibility levels for General 
Medical Services should be raised to include a substantially 
greater proportion of the total population." 

20/81   REPORT OF EASTERN HEALTH BOARD'S 
COMMITTEE ON THE SERVICES FOR THE 
HANDICAPPED - INTERNATIONAL YEAR OF 
DISABLED PERSONS 1981 

The following report No. 5/1981 from the Board's Commit-
tee, having been circulated, was submitted:— 

"COMMITTEE - SERVICES FOR THE HANDICAPPED - 
I.Y.D.P. 

At the meeting of the Board on 3rd July, 1980 the following 
motion was adopted on a proposal by Cllr. M. Freehill and 
seconded by Cllr. F. Hynes: 

'THAT A COMMITTEE BE ESTABLISHED TO 
EXAMINE AND PRESENT A SHORT-TERM AND 
LONG-TERM PROGRAMME FOR THE 1981 INTER-
NATIONAL YEAR OF DISABLED PERSONS" 

Following discussion at the August meeting it was agreed that 
a report be prepared identifying the areas to be examined by 
the Committee and that the Committee would be selected at 
the September meeting. 
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At the September meeting. Report No. 44/1980 was 
submitted for consideration and the following members 
were selected to form the Committee:— 

CLLR. M. FREEHILL  CLLR. F. HYNES 
CLLR. P. HICKEY ALD. A. FITZGERALD 
CLLR. A.GROOME CLLR. M.  CARROLL 
DR. P. MCCARTHY  CLLR. H. REILLY 

(Co-opted) 

The Committee first met on 16th September, 1980 and 
elected CLLR. M. FREEHILL as Chairperson. The 
Committee has met on five occasions. 

The Committee is aware that a National Committee for 
the International Year of Disabled Persons had been set 
up and met to report on the means to co-ordinate and 
stimulate activities to create a greater awareness of the 
needs and potential of disabled persons and promote 
their well-being and to develop a public information 
programme. 

The Committee supported the proposals along with the 
United Nations theme of full participation and equality 
for disabled people, and set out to address itself to the 
services which would be under the administration of its 
Board also recognising that these depended on the 
determination of the Government to provide finance and 
legislation. 

The Committee concentrated their review on facilities for 
the physically disabled and selected the following major 
priority areas for consideration:— 

1. Access to buildings. 
2. Accommodation and Housing grants. 
3. Transport. 
4. Publicity. 
5. Prevention and early identification. 
6. Counselling. 
7. Register. 
8. Voluntary Organisations. 
9. Education. 

 

10. Rehabilitation. 
11. Support Services. 
12. Co-ordination of services. 

ACCESS 

1. Accessability is one of the major facilities necessary to 
give disabled people the opportunity to live a full life 
which would allow access to an independent social and 
economic life. 
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The criteria used was the acceptability necessary for 
people who are wheelchair bound because this is the 
highest common factor of all types of physical 
disabilities. 

The Committee recommends: 

1.1 New Buildings 
That planning authorities be requested to make it a 
condition of grant of planning permission that 
buildings for use by the public are designed to meet 
the requirements of disabled people, and adhere to 
the National Rehabilitation Board's "Minimum Design 
Criteria". 

1.2 Modification of Existing Buildings 
That grants should be made available by the state 
towards the cost of approved modifications to 
existing buildings used by the public including 
hospitals and institutions. 

13. Board's Premises needing Modification To establish 
the cost of modifying the Board's premises so as to 
meet fully the standards set out by N.R.B., four 
Centres were selected for detailed examination on 
the basis that they were broadly representative of the 
Board's properties,  with   the  exception  of  major  
institutions. 

The Technical Services Officer took as a minimum 
standard that a wheelchair bound person should 
have ready access, without the need of assistance, to 
a building and that all the necessary services would be 
provided at ground floor level. He inspected a 
representative sample of the Board's premises 
excluding the major institutions, and, based on this 
sample, estimated that cost of making the necessary 
modifications, in the centres serving the community 
to bring them to minimum standards would be £1 
million. The provision of a wheelchair toilet to the 
recommended standard was seen as the most costly 
item of the work required in each centre. The 
Committee agreed that interim measures as 
appropriate may be required in some centres. The 
Committee discussed a phased plan for modification 
and agreed that: 

(a) Initially the Headquarters and 1 Health Centre in 
each Community Care area be made accessable. In 
selecting the Health Centre for modification it was 
recommended that a list of premises built over the 
last 20 years and those scheduled for up-grading be 
examined, regard being had to geographical location, 
usage ... etc. 

ACCOMMODATION AND HOUSING GRANTS 2. The 
Committee stressed that the Board must do all that is 
possible to ensure that the quality of life for disabled 
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people in residential accommodation be of the 
highest standard and that their dignity and 
independence is maintained at all times. 

Long Term Care 
The Committee considered institutional 
accommodation for young chronic disabled people — 
three Cheshire Homes and The Royal Hospital, 
Donnybrook and recommended: 

2.1 That residents should be regarded as living at 
home and be entitled, as appropriate in each case, to 
the full range of allowances or benefits. The resident 
should then be required to contribute towards 
maintenance. Having residents manage their finance 
would encourage independence. 

2.2. That homes that are in effect hostels providing 
accommodation rather than nursing care should be in 
the Board's Community Care Programme. 

2.3 The need for further places was accepted — 
possiblyup to 100. The absence of suitable 
accommodation was seen as resulting in persons 
remaining in special hospitals, 
like the National Medical Rehabilitation Centre for 
longer periods than required or being discharged to 
nursing homes not always equipped to provide the 
services required.There is a need for the Board to 
have its own centres —units similar to Welfare 
Homes for elderly with modification — to 
accommodate approximately 40 persons in aseries of 
small independent units. It was recognized that many 
people requiring accommodation while severelyunits 
close to hospitals e.g. St. Mary's  
 

Independent Living 
2.4 It was agreed that where appropriate disabled 
people living in Institutions be given the opportunity 
to move to an independent environment. Dublin 
Corporation have plans to provide in the Inner City 
6—7 flats for disabled persons. It is intended that 
these would operate as a "Half way House" where 
persons with support of Community 
Services by Health and Welfare and Housing 
Authorities would acquire or re-gain independence for 
eventual return to ordinary housing. This initiative is 
welcomed because it is recognised that to provide 
housing in the community means less need for 
Institutions, therefore improving the quality of life for 
disabled persons and in fact in the long term  is a 
greater economy to the State. All housing
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authorities in the Board's area are encouraged to adopt this 
same approach. 

House Extension and adaptation grants 
2.5 That grants paid by Local Authorities towards the 
cost of extensions and modification and adaptation for 
disabled persons should keep pace with increases in build 
ing costs. 

2.6 That loans made by Local Authorities, in respect of 
building costs incurred by or on behalf of disabled persons 
which are in excess of the grants, should be repayable over 
a period of 20 years and be made available to persons 
whose incomes are under the ceiling for limited eligibility 
for health services. 

TRANSPORT 
3. The Committee considered the transport needs of disabled 

persons in the community requiring transport to day 
centres, activation centres, sheltered workshops . . . etc. 

The programme that exists at present includes: 

1. Giving a grant to local voluntary organisations towards 
the cost of purchasing minibuses. 

2. Contributing towards the cost of arrangements made by 
voluntary bodies with local taxi drivers. 

3. Grant aiding voluntary bodies catering for particular 
groups of handicapped e.g. The Spina Bifida Association, 
Irish Wheelchair Association. 

4. Giving grants to qualified disabled drivers towards the 
cost of purchasing a car. 

5. Payment of Mobility Allowance. 

6. Issue of free travel passes to persons in receipt of 
D.P.M.A. or Invalidity pensions. 

The Committee recommends: 
3.1 That the Board's transport capability needs to be 
examined and strengthened where necessary so as to better 
serve the needs of the disabled in the Community. 

3.2 That more finance is required to fund local flexible 
arrangements for the transport of disabled persons to 
centres of service where such arrangements cost less than 
a service provided direct by the Board. 
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33 That the Mobility Allowance should be paid to people 
living in Institutions and also the criteria determining 
eligibility should be more flexible. 

3.4 That public transport should be accessable and calls 
on the Government to ensure that all new buses coming 
into service be accessable. 

3 5 That the spouse of a holder cf a free travel pass be 
deemed eligible to travel unaccompanied by holder of the 
p?ss. This might be done by having the identity of both 
shown on the pass. 

PUBLICITY 
4. The Committee accepts the need for a greater public 

awareness of the needs of disabled persons. A suitable 
programme for radio and T.V. devised in conjunction with 
the Health Education Bureau was suggested. 

The Committee reccmmends: 
4.1 That the purpose of these should be to raise the 
consciousness of the general public to respect the 
dignity of disabled people and to understand without fear 
their problems and special needs. Also to provide a 
forum by which disabled people may express their 
opinions. 

4.2 That the media play a roie in having programmes 
where parents of disabled children could discuss their 
common experiences and problems. This wouid act as 
positive support for parents nationally. 

PREVENTION AND EARLY IDENTIFICATION 
5. The Committee accepts mat early identification is con 

tinually being improved and that mere attention should 
be 
paid to prevention of disability. 

The Committee recommends: 
5.1 Drugs 
That women in the child bearing ages should be 
constantly reminded of the importance of taking drugs 
and medicines during pregnancy on medical advice only. 

5.2 Health 
That more information and help should be available to 
pregnant mothers in the areas of diet and personal care, 
i.e. hygiene, smoking and alcohol. 

5.3 Ante-Natal Diseases 
That all available tests for the detection of such diseases, 
e.g. Rubella be applied. 
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5.4   Social 
That regard be had to the social conditions of the mother 
both in ante- and post-natal period. 

COUNSELLING 
6. The Committee agrees that guidance should be available 

for: 

1. Families of disabled children. 

2. To help children cope within the school setting. 
It is considered that career guidance fc?- disabled 
children should include attention to emotional 
deve'opment and preparation for independent living. The 
Department of Education should be urged to provide 
specialised training for career guidance and vocational 
personnel who will be involved with these disabled 
children throughout their schooling. Voluntary 
Organisations providing specialist services particularly 
where special skills in communication may be required, 
such as for deaf and b!: -d, should be supported by the 
Board. 

The Committee felt that where relevant a programme on 
the lines commenced in 1980 for the training of Public 
Health Nurses in counselling in the area of mental 
handicap should be followed. 

7. Register 
The Committee recommends that as a contribution to the 
I.Y.D.P. the long awaited record of Disab!ed Persons be 
completed in 1981 and recognises that to Jv.e a compre-
hensive record would facilitate the programming, budget-
ing and the delivery of services. 

VOLUNTARY ORGANISATIONS 
8. It is considered most desirable that the Er-jard have a 

representative on the Board/Councii of Voluntary ^-
ganiss- 
tions that are grant aided. 

EDUCATION 
9. The Committee agrees that, as far as possible, disabled 

children should be educated through the normal 
education 
al system. The Department of Education should be urged 
to make adequate educational facilities and accessabie 
school transport available and to integrate the disabled 
child in activities of the school. 

9.1 The need for special attention in Teacher Training 
Colleges to making trainees aware of the special needs 
of disabled children is emphasised. 

9.2 It is also recognised that courses should be 
established for qualified teachers. 
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9.3 Special facilities should be available for students 
who have communication difficulties. 

9.4 Specialist pre-school preparation is considered 
beneficial in some cases. 

REHABILITATION 
10. The Committee is agreed that the objective is to provide 

training and re-training for those disabled persons who 
couid benefit from it. The Board should give the 
necessary 
encouragement by providing a separate realistic payment 
for those in training. It recognises the various allowances 
which trainees in the Board's area receive and the 
variations 
in their income, these allowances in many cases fall short 
of the AnCo Allowances and disabled persons may be 
discriminated against. 

The Committee recommends: 
10.1 Training 
That when disabled persons are approved for and 
admitted to training, all allowances should cease and that 
they be paid a training wage which would be graduated 
according to age, marital status, number of dependants 
similar to AnCo training scales and that account be taken 
of amounts paid by training centres. 

10.2 Sheltered Workshops 
That the 'N.R.B. Workshop Standards' Report should be 
implemented immediately, this recommends a living 
wage for those attending these workshops. 

SUPPORT SERVICES 
11. Free Telephone rental 

The Committee recommends that this scheme be 
extended to disabled persons living alone or with other 
disabled or elderly persons. 

COORDINATION OF SERVICES 
12. The Departments of Health and Social Welfare together 

with Education and Environment at present act independ 
ently in providing services for disabled persons. All of 
these services require co-ordination to take an overall 
account of disabled persons needs. This responsibility 
should be given to one of the Ministers for State. 

This arrangement would ensure that individual services 
could be rationalised and would also give the necessary 
base for drafting the Bill of Rights which is recommended 
by the National Committee. 
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ADDENDUM TO RECOMMENDATIONS CONCERNING 
SERVICES FOR THE PHYSICALLY DISABLED 

The Committee has devoted some time to considering the 
matter. The study could go on indefinitely. The Committee 
is satisfied that services for the physically disabled in the 
Board's area require review and improvement. It now 
submits its report to the Board so that necessary action can 
be begun with least delay. 

The report is produced at a time of great financial 
stringency. The Committee feels that improved services for 
the disabled should be freed from any general limitation on 
development of services and funded specially. 

It is evident that in regard to many of the recommendations 
some time must elapse before they could be put into effect. 
There are some, however, that should be tackled at once. 

The public must be made aware of the difficulties a;id 
sufferings that many disabled have to endure. Means rr —* 
then be provided to enable the public, especially our young 
people, to come forward, in parish, club, school or other 
units or individually, to join voluntarily in helping disabled 
persons at home or in institutions. Even with unlimited 
money, public authorities could not, without great help from 
the community at large, cope with the task. 

Cllr. Mary Freehill 

CHAIRPERSON OF COMMITTEE." 

"International Year of Disabled Persons 

In finalising the report No. 5/1981 the Board's Special 
Committee on services for the handicapped agreed that a 
schedule of the Board's proposals for activities in 1981 
would be submitted to the Board as a supplement to the 
report as follows:— 

1. Establish a record system for physically disabled 
persons in its area. Record cards specifically designed 
for this purpose and equipment have been acquired. 
The Board already has such a system in operation for 
the mentally handicapped. 

2. Further expand the day care and activation centre for 
physically handicapped in Fenian Street in association 
with the Mount Street Club to increase its capacity. 
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3. Develop the recently opened day care and activation 
centre for physically handicapped at Park House, Still-
organ in association with the Polio Fellowship of 
Ireland. 

4. Provide a day care and activation centre for physically 
handicapped in Arus Chuchulain, Clontarf in co-
operation with the Irish Wheelchair Association. Plann-
ing of this facilitity is at an advanced stage and 
construction will start shortly. 

5. Provide a day care and activation centre for physically 
handicapped at Old Bawn Community School, Tallaght 
in association with the Tallaght Welfare Society. 

6. Develop to full capacity the workshops at Bray in 
association with the Rehabilitation Institute. 

7. Continue recruitment of Community Occupational 
Therapists to a level of at least one for each Community 
Care area. There are 7 employed at present. 

8. Provide Community Workshop in Ballyfermot and Inner 
City. 

9. Cer.trai Mental Hospital, Dundrum employ 5 disabled 
persons for security monitoring system. 

 

10. Open hostel   in St. Ita’s for mentally handicapped. 

11. Extend workshop facilities in St. Ita's for mentally 
handicapped. 

12. Prc-yide workshop in Coolock area — Psychiatric Service. 

13. Provide residential hostel in Celbridge — Psychiatric 
Service. 

14. Open Workshop in Dargle Road, Bray and adult day 
centre for mentally handicapped. 

15. Open the Ballyboden facility for mentally handicapped. 

16. Open hostel at Ballydowd — Psychiatric Service. 

17. Open   hostel   Centenary    House,   York    Road,   Dun 
Laoghaire — Psychiatric Service. 

18. Provide accommodation for mentally handicapped at 
Ballyraine House, Arklow. 

19. Open hostel and day centre at Woodville, Artane — 
Psychiatric Service. 
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20. Provide hostels at Bray — Psychiatric Service. 

21. Rebuild Hanbury Lane workshop. 

The Board's officers are engaged in a continuing review 
and examination of all the services which it provides 
for the handicapped with the aim of seeing where and 
how they can be improved so as to better provide for 
the handicapped. Attention is being given to 
improvement of access to its facilities. Health 
Education Officers are conducting seminars, exhibitions 
etc. at local level to increase awareness of disability." 

The First Report to the Minister for Health and Social 
Welfare from the National Committee for the 
International Year of Disabled Persons was circulated to 
members. 

Cllr. Freehill addressed the members and following 
discussion to which Cllr. Carroll, Dr. Walker, Prof. 
McCormick and Dr. Harrington contributed it was 
agreed unanimously mat the report No. 5/1981 should 
be adopted. It was also agreed that a copy of the report 
should be sent to the Department of Health and that 
relevant extracts should be sent to the appropriate 
bodies or agencies. 

21/81   HEALTH (MENTAL SERVICES) BILL 1980 

Dr. Behan's memorandum on the provisions of the 
Health (Mental Services) Bill 1980 was circulated to 
members at the meeting. On the suggestion of the 
Chairman it was agreed that the memorandum would be 
placed on the agenda for the next meeting of the Board 
and that, in the meantime, a copy of it should be sent to 
the Minister for Health. 

22/81       PROCEEDINGS OF LOCAL (HEALTH) 
COMMITTEES 

The reports of the following local health committees 
having been circulated were dealt with as follows: 

(a) Wicklow Local (Health) Committee meeting held 
on 
21.11.1980. 

On a proposal by Cllr. Hynes seconded by Cllr. 
Sweeney the report was noted. 

(b) Dublin County Local (Health) Committee Special 
Meeting held on 5.1.1981. 

On a proposal by Cllr. Reilly seconded by Cllr. 
Sweeney the report was noted. 
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(c)    Kildare Local (Health) Committee meeting held on 
27.11.1980. 

On a proposal by Cllr. Durkan seconded by Cllr. 
Carroll the report was noted. 

23/81 NOTICES OF MOTION 

(a)   The following motion was proposed by Dr. Harrington 
and seconded by Dr. Walker:— 

"Having examined a copy of the reply to Cllr. E. 
Fitzgerald, Dublin County Local Health Committee giving 
information on Visiting Hours in Dublin Hospitals, the 
Eastern Health Board wish to congratulate:— 

Temple Street Hospital, National Children's Hospital, Our 
Lady's Childrens Hospital on the excellent arrangements 
made for visiting patients. 

The Board are of the opinion that the visiting hours in the 
Adelaide, Baggot Street, Meath, Mercers, St. Vincent's, 
Royal Victoria, Coombe, Stephens, St. Michael's and St. 
James's, St. Columcille's Hospital are fairly good (Hour 
afternoon and evening approximately). 

Visiting hours in the Mater, Jervis Street, Richmond, 
James Connolly and Sir Patrick's Dun's would need 
improving. 

The Eastern Health Board should inform the Hospitals 
accordingly." 

Following a discussion to which Dr. Harrington, Prof. 
Cormick, Dr. Behan, Cllr. Reilly and Ms. Kearney contribu-
ted, the motion was agreed. 

(b)   The   following   motion   was   proposed   by   Prof. 
McCormick and seconded by Cllr. Carroll:— 

"That the Board establish a small working party to 
examine the anomalies that exist in the selective adminis-
tration of health and social benefits and make recommen-
dations for their correction." 

The motion was agreed unanimously and the following were 
selected as members of the working party. 

Prof. J. McCormick, Dr. J. Walker, Dr. J. Behan, and Mrs. 
B. Bonar. 
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24/81 CORRESPONDENCE 

Letter dated 9.1.1981 from the Department of Health, 
enclosing extracts from Dail Debates. On the Chairman's 
suggestion, due to the lateness of the hour, this matter was 
deferred to the next meeting. 

The Chairman informed the members that the Minister for 
Health, Dr. Woods, had accepted the Board's invitation and 
would formally open the new Diningroom at the Central 
Mental Hospital, Dundrum on the 9th March 1981 at 4 p.m. 
All Board members would be invited to attend. 

The meeting concluded at 835 p.m. 

CORRECT.   P.B. Segrave 
Chief Executive 

Signed: Chairman 
J




