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45 6/4/78 

EASTERN  HEALTH  BOARD 

Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Eastern Health Board held 
in the Boardroom, St. Brendan's Hospital, Grangegorman, on 

Thursday 6th April, 1978 at 6. p.m. 

Present: 

Cllr. Mrs. J. Barlow  
Dr. J. D. Behan  
Cllr. Michael Carroll 
Cllr. Joseph Connolly 
Mr. Hugh Corrigan  
Cllr. Oliver Cooney  
Cllr. H. P. Dockrell 
Prof. J. S. Doyle 
Alderman A. FitzGerald 
Cllr. Mrs. A. Glenn  
Cllr. Austin Groome 
Mr. Kevin Harrington 
Cllr. P. Hickey 

Dr. D. G. Kelly  
Cllr. Denis Kinsella 
Deputy Mrs. E. Lemass 
Deputy Thomas Leonard 
Prof. J. McCormick  
Dr. Patrick McCarthy 
Sr. Columba McNamara 
Dr. Aidan Meade 
Deputy C. Murphy  
Dr. B. Sheehan  
Cllr. John Sweeney  
Dr. John Walker 

Apologies for Absence 
Cllr. Thomas Hand, Ms. Noreen Kearney, 

Deputy Dr. O'Connell 

in the Chair—Cllr. Patrick Hickey 

Officers in Attendance 
Mr. E. 0. Caoimh Chief Executive Officer Mr. P. J. Swords 
Mr. J. J. Nolan D/Chief Executive Officer Mr. J. Clarke
Mr. F. Donohue Programme Manager Mr. H. Dunne
Mr. J. Reynolds Finance Officer Mr. J. Doyle
Mr. J. Sadlier Technical Services Officer Mr. E. Butler
Mr. T. Keyes Programme Manager Mr. T. Barry
Prof. B. O'Donnell Dublin Medical Officer Mr. M. Cummins 
Mr. R. N. Lamb Personnel Officer Miss E. Larkin 

Miss R. Carolan 
Miss J. Curley 

33/78 GOOD WISHES  

The Chairman informed the members of the illness of Dr. 
W. J. Roche, former Medical Officer, St Colmcille's Hospital. 
The members requested that their best wishes be conveyed 
to him for a speedy recovery. 
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CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES The Minutes of the 
Monthly Meeting of the Eastern Health Board held on 2nd March, 
1978, having been circulated were confirmed on a proposal by 
Cllr. Sweeney, seconded by Cllr. Carroll. 

The Minutes of the Special Meeting of the Eastern Health Board 
held on 15th March, 1978 having been circulated were confirmed 
on a proposal by Cllr. Sweeney, seconded by Deputy C. Murphy. 

The Minutes of the Special Meeting of the Eastern Health Board 
held on 30th March, 1978 having been considered were confirmed 
on a proposal by Cllr. Sweeney, seconded by Mr. H. Corrigan. 

Arising from minutes of Special Meeting held on 30th March, 
1978, the Chairman introduced Mr. T. Keyes, Programme 
Manager, Special Hospital Care, who informed the members of 
the closure of the Drug Unit at the Central Mental Hospital, 
Dundrum. The closure of the unit was dus to problems 
encountered with staffing and eight patients who were being 
treated in the Unit are now being catered for by alternative 
services. Mr. Keyes stated that he has consulted with the Chief 
Psychiatrist and the Physicians concerned and recommended 
that the Unit remain closed until the staff problem is satisfactorily 
resolved. 

In reply to a question by Cllr. J. Connolly, Prof. I. Browne, Chief 
Psychiatrist confirmed that the closure is a tempory matter and 
that in order to provide an adequate level of treatment at this unit 
a multi-disciplinary staff is required. He stated that the theraputic 
results from the Unit to date had a dissappointing and it was in 
his opinion that control of staffing was essential in order to 
control the theraputic regimen of the patients. 

35/78    PROCEEDINGS OF VISITING COMMITTEES The  reports of 
the following Visiting Committees having 

been circulated were dealt with as follows:— 
(a) No. 1 Visiting Committee meeting held at Newcastle 

Hospital on 16th March, 1978—Noted. In reply to a 
question from Cllr. Sweeney, concerning overcrowding at 
the Hospital, Mr. Keyes stated that the new acute unit will 
provide facilities for segregation of patients. Prof. I. 
Browne commented that the Report of the ad-hoc 
committee highlighted the necessity for the provision of 
segregated accommodation for various classifications of 
patients—Geriatric. Mental Handicap etc.. 
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Deputy Ciaran Murphy enquired concerning the estab-
lishment of a separate Community Workshop for the Bray 
area. Mr. Keyes informed him that discussions are in 
progress with National Rehabilitation Board concerning 
the provision of Workshops for the South County Dublin 
area and it is hoped that positive action on this problem 
will take place as soon as the necessary funds are made 
available. 

(b) No. 1. Visiting Committee meeting held at Wicklow District 
Hospital on 16th February, 1978—Noted. 

(c) No. 2. Visiting Committee meeting held at St. Laurence 
OToole Centre on 22nd February, 1978—Noted. 

(d) No. 2. Visiting Committee meeting held at Bru Chaoi-mhin 
on 22nd February, 1978—Noted. 

Mr. Corrigan stated that there was an urgent necessity for 
the provision of two bed lifts at Bru Chaoimhin. Mr. Sadlier 
informed him that approval for the provision of these lifts 
has been sought from the Department of Health. 

Alderman FitzGerald supported Mr. Corrigan's request that 
these lifts be provided as a matter of urgency and 
expressed concern at the apparent delay by the 
Department of Health in notifying the Board of its decision. 
Prof. McCormick enquired concerning vacancies in the 
Welfare Section of the home. Mr. Swords in reply stated 
that it is intended to allocate beds in this section to frail 
ambulant, and bed-fast patients. Prof. McCormick 
suggested that the matter of redesignating welfare beds in 
Bru Chaoimhin should be seriously considered. 

(e) No. 3. Visiting Committee meeting held at St. Vincent's 
Hospital, Athy, on 24th February. 1978—Noted. 
Cllr. Groome enquired concerning notifications to 
general practitioners of vacancies that occur in the 
hospitals and homes for aged people. Mr. Nolan 
informed him that the Bed Bureau is notified of vacan 
cies that occur but that in general such vacancies are 
filled though the Geriatricians who are in constant 
touch with General Practitioners. 

Cllr. Groome requested that particulars of nursing homes 
and welfare homes in which the Board accommodates 
elderly persons be circulated to the Board Members. Mr. 
Nolan undertook to see that this would 
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be done. 
A discussion followed to which the following members 
contributed. 
Cllr. Mrs. E. Lemass, Cllr. Mrs. J. Barlow, Cllr. A. Groome, 
Dr. J. Walker, Cllr. Mrs. A. Glenn, Dr. J. Behan, Cllr. D. 
Browne, Mr. H. Corrigan, Dr. A. Meade and Alderman A. 
FitzGerald. 
The members were advised by Dr. O'Donnell that 
information on all persons being re-housed by the 
Corporation is being sent to all the Community Care 
Directors. 
Mr. Nolan informed the members that due to the nature 
and relative remoteness of the premises the Chief Fire 
Officer has advised that the more ambulant patients 
should be accommodated at St. Brigid's Hospital and 
those who were bed-fast or very frail and required 
intensive nursing care would be more appropriately 
catered for at Bru Chaoimhin or St. Clare's. 

(f) No. 3. Visiting Committee meeting held at St. Brigid's 
Home on 22nd March, 1978—Noted. 

(g) Community Care Visiting Committee meeting held Health 
Centre, Ballymun (Area 7) on 7th February. 1978—Noted. 
Cllr. Mrs. J. Barlow enquired if more Public Health Nurses 
could be appointed to the Ballymun area. Mr. Donohue 
replied that the requirements of each area will be 
considered when the additional posts approved under job 
creation programme are being allocated. Mr. Donohue 
also informed Cllr. Barlow that it is proposed to locate 
Social Workers nearer to the Health Centre. 
Cllr. Mrs. A. Glenn enquired concerning the storing of 
drugs at Finglas Health Centre and informed Mr. Donohue 
that these drugs are stored there in order to meet the the 
needs of the Psychiatric Service in the area. 
It was agreed that the necessary steps to deal with the 
problem should be taken. 

Dr. Behan referred to the problem of battered babies and 
suggested that a report on this matter would be desirable. 
Deputy Murphy and Cllr. Connolly also contributed to the 
discussion.  It was agreed  that a 
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report on battered babies be submitted to the Board at a 
later date. 

36/78 

PROCEEDINGS OF LOCAL HEALTH COMMrTTEES 

The Minutes of the Meetings of the following Local Health 
Committees having been circulated were dealt with as follows:— 

1. Kildare Local Health Committe meeting held on 19th 
January, 1978—Noted. 

In reply to a question from Cl!r. Mrs. J. Barlow concerning 
the appointment of Public Health Nurses. Mr. Donohue 
stated that Nurses currently in training would be taking up 
posts in June/July. 

Cllr. Groome raised the matter of the appointment of 
additional Health Inspectors to carry out Food Hygiene 
inspections in Kildare. Mr. Donohue informed him that the 
staff allocation of four Health Inspectors for Kildare is filled 
but he is examining the position to determine if there is a 
necessity to make additional appointments in this area. 
Cllr. Connolly requested that the position concerning 
contributions towards the Funeral Expenses of Medical 
card holders be circulated for the next meeting The 
members agreed that this should be done. 

2. Wicklow   Local   Health   Committee  meeting  held  on 
20th January. 1978—Noted. 

Deputy C. Murphy raised the question of the appointment 
of a dental officer for Arklow and asked to be advised of 
the position regarding vacancies in the dental service. Mr. 
Lamb advised him that we have as many temporary denta! 
officers in employment as we can get and there are 
difficulties in recruiting additional officers. 

Mr. Donohue stated that he hopes that the position in this 
matter will improve. 

3. Dublin County Local  Health  Committee meeting held 
on 6th February. 1978—Noted. 
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The following letter from Mr. F. Elliott, Planning & 
Evaluation Officer was read by the Chairman and a 
discussion followed to which the following members 
contributed. 

Cllr. M. Carroll. Cllr. Mrs. A. Glenn, Cllr. Mrs. J. Barlow, 
Prof. J. S. Doyle, Cllr. J. Connolly, Dr. D. G. Kelly. Cllr. P. 
Hickey, Dr. J. D. Behan and Prof. B. O'Donnell. 

"5th April. 1978. 

P. Hickey, Esq.. P.C. 
Chairman, 
Eastern Health Board. 

Dear Chairman, 

At the March meeting of the Co. Dublin Local Health 
Committee the following motion was proposed and 
unanimously adopted following a full discussion: 

'That this Committee advise the Eastern Health Board 
to request the Minister to provide for a maternity unit at 
James' Connolly Memorial Hospital Btanchardstown as 
a matter of urgency". 
I was in a position, as a Health Board representative on 

the Board of the Hospital, to confirm that the Hospital 
authorities are willing to provide a Maternity Unit and, 
indeed, that they foresee a great need for such a facility 
for the growing population of Blanchards-town and the 
surrounding areas as well as for the South Meath area 
which is within the Hospital's catchment area. 

The recommendation of the Local Health Committee 
would normally be coming before the Health Board at its 
May meeting but is now advanced at the Committee's 
request in view of the urgency the members attach to the 
provision of a Maternity Unit at the James Connolly 
Memorial Hospital. 

F. J. ELLIOTT 
Planning & Evaluation Officer" 
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Or. Kelly requested that expert views on the necessity 
for establishing a Maternity Unit at James Connolly 
Memorial Hospital be requested and was informed by 
the Chairman that both obstetrical and gynecological 
opinions on the necessity for developing this service 
had already been submitted to the Department of 
Health. The members unanimously agreed to request 
the Minister to provide for a Maternity Unit at James 
Connolly Memorial Hospital as advised by Dublin 
County Local Health Committee. 

37/78 QUESTIONS 

On a proposal by Cllr. Mrs. J. Barlow, seconded by Cllr. 
H. P. Dockrell, it was unanimously agreed that the Chief 
Executive Officer answer the questions lodged. 

(1) Cllr. Mrs. J. Barlow. Cllr. Mrs. A. Glenn 
"Would the Chief Executive Officer please state what 
action the Community Care Officer takes when he is 
notified  of  evictions  by  Dublin  Corporation." 
Reply: 
When a Community Welfare Officer receives notice of 
an eviction he makes contact with the family 
concerned and ascertains their plans and need. It is 
our experience that most cases threatened with 
eviction are able to make arrangements to avoid 
eviction or are able to make their own arrangements 
for alternative accommodation. A cash contribution 
towards rent can be made by the Board to or on behalf 
of eligible persons in cases where such contribution 
would help to postpone or avoid eviction. 

(2) Cllr. Mrs. A.Glenn. Cllr. Mrs. J. Barlow 
"Would the Chief Executive Officer please inform me 
what amount of money if any was paid to Family 
Planning Clinics for medical card holders referred to 
them for service or advice." 
Reply: 
No payments have been made by the Health Board 
in respect of person attending the clinics referred to. 

38/78 

TEMPORARY BORROWING—Report No. 6/1978 

The following report No. 6/1978 from the Chief Executive 
Officer was submitted:— 
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"At meeting held on 1st December, 1977 the Board 
consented to the temporary borrowing by way of overdraft 
up to an overall limit of £1½ million during the quarter 
ending 31st March, 1978. 
However, the Department of Health intends, as far as 
possible, to arrange payments of Health Services Grant in 
such sums that will avoid the need for the Board to resort 
to overdraft accommodation. Since 1st January, 1978 the 
Board's Bank Account has been in credit with the 
exception of one day, 15th February when the account was 
overdrawn to the extent of £169,000. 
During the quarter ended 30th June. 1978 it is expected 
that the Account will remain in credit, with the exception 
of possibly one or two days. Consequently I request that 
the Board consent to borrowing by way of overdraft 
during the three months to 30th June, 1978 up to a 
maximum of £500.000. 
On a prosposal by Cllr. Sweeny, seconded by Cllr. Carroll 

the report was unanimously adopted. 

39/78 CORRESPONDENCE 
On a proposal by Cllr. Connolly, seconded by Cllr. Hickey 

it was agreed that the letter from the Department of Health 
dated 30th March, 1978 regarding the proposed increases in 
Hospital services charges should be circulated to the 
members and included on the Agenda for discussion at the 
next Board Meeting. 

The meeting terminated at 7.35 p.m. 

CORRECT 
E. O. Caoimh 
Chief Executive Officer. 

Signed. 
CHAIRMAN 




