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82 5/5/1977 

EASTERN  HEALTH  BOARD 

Minutes of Proceedings of Monthly Meeting of the Eastern 
Health Board held in the Boardroom, St. Brendan's Hospital. 

Grangegorman. onThursday, 5th May. 1977 at 6 p.m. 

Present: 

Cllr. Mrs. J. Barlow 
Cllr. M. Brady  
Cllr. D. Browne  
Cllr. M. Carroll  
Cllr. J. Connolly  
Mr. J. Corcoran  
Mr. H. Corrigan 
Deputy H. P. Dockrell 
Dr. J. S. Doyle  
Cllr. J. Durning  
Ald A. FitzGerald  
Cllr. Mrs. A. Glenn 
Mr. K. Harrington 
Cllr. P. Hickey 

Dr. P. C. Jennings  
Cllr. D. Kinsella  
Miss M. Lacey  
Cllr. Mrs. E. Lemass 
Cllr. T. Leonard  
Dr. J. McCormick  
Dr. J. R. Mahon  
Dr. A. Meade  
Deputy C. Murphy 
Deputy Dr. J. O'Connell 
Mr. D. O'Flynn  
Mr. M. Ruane  
Cllr. J. Sweeney  
Dr. J. Walker 

Apologies for Absence: Dr. J. 
Cullen and Miss K. Kinsella 

Cllr. M. Carroll, Chairman, presided. 

Officers in Attendance: 

Mr. E. O Caoimh 
Mr. J. J. Nolan Mr. 
F. Donohue Mr. T. 
Keyes Prof. B. 
O'Donnell 
Professor I. Browne 
Mr. R. N. Lamb  
Mr. J. F. Reynolds 
Mr. J. Sadlier 

Chief Executive Officer 
D/Chief Executive Officer 
Programme Manager 
Programme Manager 
Dublin Medical Officer 
Chief Psychiatrist 
Personnel Officer 
Finance Officer Technical 
Services Officer 

Mr. K. Quinn 
Mr. M. Cummins  
Mr. J. Doyle 
Mr. H. Dunne  
Mr. P. J. Swords  
Mr. A. O'Brien   
Mr. F. McCullough   
Mr. A. J. Duggan 
Mr. E. Dunphy  
Miss K. Dolan    
Mr. T. Barry 
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52/77 CONDOLENCES 

The Chairman informed the members of the death of the 
wife of Dr. J. St. L. O'Dea, Medical Superintendent, St. James's 
Hospital, Mr. D. de Loughrey, Data Processing Officer, Mrs. 
Sheehan, mother of Mr. A. Sheehan, 0. & M. Section, and the 
husband of Dr. Kathleen McDonald-Doyle, Newcastle Hospital. 
The members stood in silence as a mark of respect to the 
deceased and directed that their condolences be conveyed 
to the bereaved families. 

53/77 CONGRATULATIONS 

The Chairman informed the members that Sister Griffin of 
Cherry Orchard Hospital had been awarded the Nurse of the 
Year award and that the formal presentation of the Sponsor's 
Plaque to Cherry Orchard Hospital, would be made at a date 
to be arranged. 

The members were very pleased that one of the Eastern 
Health Board staff had won this award and directed that their 
congratulations and best wishes be conveyed to Sister Griffin. 

54/77 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 

The Minutes of the Monthy Meeting held on the 14th April, 
1977, having been circulated, were confirmed on a proposal 
by Cllr. P. Hickey, seconded by Cllr. J. Sweeney subject to 
the addition on page 80—Minute 51/77 (b) "The Board de-
cided that it would also use all its energies to increase the 
number of immunisations." 

55/77 
PROCEEDINGS OF VISITING COMMITTEES 

The reports of the following visiting committees having been 
circulated were dealt with as follows:— 

(a) No. 1 Visiting Committee meeting held at District Hos 
pital, Baltinglass, on 21st April, 1977— 
Noted. 

(b) No. 3 Visiting Committee meeting held at Cherry Orchard 
Hospital, on 30/3/1977— 

After a short discussion to which Dr. O'Connell, Mr. 
Harrington, and Mr. D. O'Flynn contributed, the Minutes 
were noted. 
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(c)  No. 4 Visiting Committee meeting held at St.  Mary's 
Hospital, Phoenix Park, on 27/4/1977— The members 
concurred with Dr. Mahon's commendation of Dr. 
Godfrey and the staff for a very happy hospital. The report 
was noted. 

56/77 
PROCEEDINGS OF LOCAL HEALTH COMMITTEES 

The Minutes of the following  Local  Health  Committees 
having been circulated were dealt with as follows:— 

(a) Dublin County Local Health Committee meeting held on 
4/4/1977—Noted. 

(b) Dun Laoghaire Local Health Committee meeting held on 
29/3/1977— 

Deputy Dockrell asked for information about the grounding 
of the Mass X-Ray Unit and Professor O'Donnell replied. Dr. 
Jennings and Dr. O'Connell commended the Dun Laoghaire 
committee on its initiative in suggesting diagnostic Day Unit 
facilities at St. Michael's Hospital. Mr. O'Flynn instanced the 
benefits which the Mater Hospital enjoyed from having this 
facility. Dr. Walker and Cllr. J. Durning explained that there 
were very strong local feelings in the Dun Laoghaire area 
about the provision of local facilities. Mr. Nolan, Deputy Chief 
Executive Officer informed the members of the very 
satisfactory trial which had been given to the operation at St. 
Vincent's, Elm Park. Dr. John O'Connell referred to long 
delays at out-patient clinics and as he understood it long 
waiting lists existed and asked that a report be made avail-
able to the members on the situation. The minutes were 
noted. 

(c) Wicklow   Local   Health   Committee   meeting   held  on 
21/1/1977—noted. 

57/77 
EASTERN HEALTH SERVICES SOCIAL CLUB-

APPLICATION  FOR SITE 

Report No. 11/1977 which had been submitted by the Chief 
Executive Officer to the April meeting and which was deferred 
pending the attendance of Mr. T. Keyes. Programme Manager, 
Special Hospital Care, was considered. 
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CHr. Hickey expressed his pleasure at the proposal but felt 
that the ban on the sale of intoxicating liquor on the proposed 
premises was not necessary. This view point was strongly 
supported by members, CHr. Mrs. Barlow, Dr. Doyle, Dr. 
O'Connell, Dr. Mahon, Dr. Jennings and CHr. Mrs. Glenn 
contributed to the debate. 

Mr. Keyes explained his reasons for inserting the clause 
complained of. The following motion was then proposed by 
CHr. Hickey and seconded by CHr. Carroll, Chairman:— 

"That Report No. 11/1977 be adopted subject to the 
deletion of the prohibition clause re intoxicating liquor." 

The motion was adopted unanimously. 

58/77 CENTRAL MENTAL  HOSPITAL,  DUNDRUM—
PROGRESS REPORT ON SECURITY 

The following Report No. 14/1977 from Mr.T. Keyes, Pro-
gramme Manager, Special Hospital Care, having been circulated 
was discussed:— 

"The report of No. 2 Visiting Committee adopted by the 
Board on 13th January, 1977, included a number of recom-
mendations relating to the improvement of security in the 
institution and I promised at that meeting to submit a further 
report outlining the progress being made in the implementa-
tion of these recommendations. 

Copy of the report was forwarded to the Department of 
Health on 17th January, 1977, with a request that early 
and favourable attention be given to those recommendations 
the implementation of which was not fully within the com-
petence of the Board. Letters have since been addressed 
to the Department regarding particular aspects of the recom-
mendations and security and related problems were the 
subject of discussion at a meeting with representatives of 
the Departments of Health and Justice and of the Board. 
The present position with regard to these matters is as 
follows:— 

Finance 
The Department of Health is not prepared to agree to 

separate financing arrangements for the Central Mental 
Hospital and considers that this institution should continue 
to be financed on the same basis as the Board's other 
institutions and services. 
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Specialised Facilities 
The Departments of Health and Justice are fully aware of 

the Board's views in relation to the necessity for spec-
ialised residential facilities within the piison service for 
certain categories of persons such as long term aggressive 
psychopaths who are at present being maintained in the 
Central Mental Hospital. The presence of these people 
makes it almost impossible to provide the type of thera-
peutic environment which would otherwise be possible 
and operates to the detriment of the majority of patients 
who are considered capable of responding to treatment. It is 
to be hoped that the Department of Justice will find it 
possible to expand its services to provide accommodation 
for these people. 

Discussions are in progress in relation to the setting up of 
a Project Team and the appointment of a firm of Architects 
for die planning and execution of a scheme to provide two 
30 bed units in the grounds of the Central Mental Hospital. 
Officers of the Board are at present on a factfinding 
mission in Britain and it is confidently expected that the 
knowledge which they will gain from their visits to modem 
corrective units allied to the findings of Officers who 
visited similar estalishments in Northern Europe in 1972 
will result in buildings planned along lines which take 
account of die most modem treatment concepts and tech-
niques. 

Legislation 
New legislation providing for a more flexible system of 

movement of persons as between the prison service and 
the Central Mental Hospital and as between the Central 
Mental Hospital and residential facilities provided under 
the Health and Mental Treatment Acts, has not as yet been 
introduced. However, it will be appreciated that the 
formulation of such legislation involving as it does con-
siderations such as the liberty of the individual requires 
much consultation and deliberation and does not lend itself 
to quick result methods. 

Staffing 
The Chief Nursing Officer in conjunction with the Clinical 

Director has prepared a report incorporating an up to date 
Staff requirement list having regard to current security and 
therapeutic needs of the institution. Arrangements are in 
progress to have this report examined by an independent 
expert who will visit the Hospital, enquire into the services 
being provided and obtain sufficient information to enable 
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him to assess staffing needs. Pending receipt of this assess-
ment arrangements have been made to strengthen Staffing in 
any areas where the Clinical Director or Chief Nursing Officer 
consider that such a course of action is warranted having 
regard to security considerations. 

Maintenance 
At a meeting held at the Central Mental Hospital verbal 

agreement was reached with representatives of Department of 
Health in relation to the Scheme for replacement of locks in 
the hospital. This scheme has been submitted to the 
Department for formal approval and meanwhile on the 
assumption that this approval will be forthcoming, negotiations 
are in progress with selected Lock specialists with a view to 
obtaining competitive prices. 

The Boards Fire Officer has agreed in principle to the 
extension of the fire alarm system to a limited number of 
selected locations. Consideration is at present being given to 
the question of the actual number and siting of additional 
alarm points. 

An order has been placed for additional standards to 
improve fighting in areas adjacent to the perimeter wall where 
this is at present deemed to be inadequate. 

All loose equipment which might be of use in any escape 
attempt is now being securely locked away and the lean-to 
shed adjoining the boilerhouse has been demolished as 
recommended. 

A stand-by electricity generator has been installed and it is 
expected that this equipment will be commissioned in the very 
near future. 

As heretofore the question of security at the Central Mental 
Hospital will continue to engage the attention of the Board's 
Officers and any changes or alterations which will have the 
effect of improving security will be fully considered and acted 
upon if appropriate." 

Mr. Keyes gave the members a resume of the situation 
obtaining at Dundrum and outlined the difficulties which he was 
experiencing in dealing with this hospital. AM. A. FrtzGerald, Cllr. 
Hickey, Mr. M. Ruane, Cllr. Connelly, Mr. O'Flynn and Mr. 
Corrigan contributed to the debate following which it was decided 
to note the report. 
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59/77 
JOB  CREATION—PRESS STATEMENT BY AN  TANAISTE, 

MINISTER FOR HEALTH, DATED 25/4/1977 

The above statement having been circulated was noted. 

60/77 
CAPITAL PROJECTS—PRESS STATEMENT BY AN 

TANAISTE, MINISTER FOR HEALTH, DATED 18/4/1977 

The above statement which has been circulated was noted. 

61/77 
DENTAL SERVICES—ADDRESS OF AN TANAISTE, 

MINISTER FOR HEALTH, TO THE IRISH DENTAL 
ASSOCIATION, DATED 23/4/1977 

The above statement, which had been circulated, was noted, 
following comments by Cllr. Mrs. Lemass and Mr. Harrington 
to which Professor O'Donnell replied. 

62/77 
ADDRESS BY AN TANAISTE, MINISTER FOR HEALTH. TO 

THE IRISH MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. DATED 16/4/1977 

The above address, which had been circulated was noted. 
The meeting terminated at 7.20 p.m. 

CORRECT 

E. 0 CAOIMH, 
Chief Executive Officer. 

Signed.  
Chairman. 




