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33 6/3/1975 

EASTERN HEALTH BOARD 
Minutes of Proceedings of Monthly Meeting of the Eastern 
Health Board held in the Boardroom, St. Brendan's Hospital, 

Grangegorman, on 6th March, 1975 at 6 p.m. 

Present: 

Cllr. Mrs. J. Barlow 
Mr. M. Birmingham 
Cllr. M. Brady 
Cllr. D. Browne 
Cllr. M. Carroll 
Cllr. J. Connolly 
Mr. J. Corcoran 
Mr. H. Corrigan 
Dr. J. Cullen 
Deputy H. P. Dockrell 
Cllr. G. Doyle 
Dr. J. S. Doyle 
Cllr. J. Durning 
Aid. A. FitzGerald 

Cllr. Mrs. A. Glenn 
Cllr. T. Hand 
Mr. K. Harrington 
Cllr. P. Hickey 
Cllr. D. Kinsella 
Miss M. Lacey 
Cllr. M. McWey 
Dr. J. R. Mahon 
Dr. A. Meade 
Deputy C. Murphy 
Mr. D. O'Flynn 
Mr. M. Ruane 
Cllr. J. Sweeney 
Dr. J. Walker 

Apologies for Absence: 

Dr. P. C. Jennings, Miss K. Kinsella and Dr. J. McCormick. 

In the Chair: 

Cllr. P. Hickey, Chairman. 

Mr. E. O Caoimh 
Mr. J. J. Nolan 
Mr. F. J. Donohue 
Mr. T. Keyes 
Prof. B. O'Donnell 
Prof. I. Browne 
Mr. J. F. Reynolds 
Mr. R. N. Lamb 
Mr. F. Elliott 
Mr. J. Clarke 
Mr. F. McCullough 
Mr. P. J. Swords 

Officers in Attendance: 

Chief Executive Officer 
D/Chief Executive Officer 
Programme Manager 
Programme Manager 
Dublin Medical Officer 
Chief Psychiatrist 
Finance Officer 
Personnel Officer 
Planning & Eval. Officer 
Admin. Assistant 
Admin. Assistant 
Admin. Assistant 

Mr. H. Dunne 
Mr. J. Doyle 
Mr. T. McManus 
Mr. A. O'Brien 
Mr. K. Quinn 
Mr. P. A. Sheehan 
Mr. J. A. Duggan 
Miss L. O'Kelly 
Miss K. Dolan 
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28/75 CONDOLENCES 

The Chairman advised the members of the death of Mr. 
Peter Larkin, father of Miss E. Larkin, of Secretariat Depart-
ment, and of the death of Mr. T. A. Healy, Section Officer in 
the Hospitals Section. The members stood as a mark of 
respect for the deceased, and directed that their sympathy be 
conveyed to the bereaved families. 

29/75 ILLNESS OF MEMBERS 

The Chairman advised the members also of the illness of 
Dr. P. C. Jennings and Dr. J. McCormick and members 
directed that their best wishes for a speedy recovery be 
conveyed to both doctors. 

30/75 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 
Minutes of the monthly meeting held on 6th February 

having been circulated were confirmed on a proposal of Cllr. 
Sweeney, seconded by Cllr. Connolly. 

31/75 PROCEEDINGS OF COMMITTEES 

The reports of the following committees having been 
circulated were dealt with as follows:— 
(a) No. 1 Visiting Committee meeting held at St. Colman's 

Hospital, Rathdrum, on 13th Febnjary. 1975: 
Cllr. Sweeney drew attention to the fine work being carried 

out by the various voluntary organisations and it was agreed 
that Mr. Swords should convey the Board's thanks to them 
for their work. 
(b) No. 2 Visiting Committee meeting held at St. Brendan's 

Hospital on 3rd January. 1975: 
Mr. Corrigan drew attention to the grave concern of the 

Committee members at the delay in having alterations and fire 
alarm facilities executed at the Lower House. Mr. D. O'Flynn 
and Mrs. Glenn expressed similar views and after Mr. Keyes 
explained the situation it was agreed that the Board's concern 
be conveyed to the Department of Health. 
(c) No. 2 Visiting Committee meeting held at St. Brigid's 

Hospital, Crooksling, on 12th February, 1975: 
Noted. 
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(d) No. 3 Visiting Committee meeting held at St. John's 
House. Seafield Rd.. on 19th February. 1975: 

Mr. D. O'Flynn expressed his pleasure at the report on the 
work of the Centre and would like week-end openings to be 
revived. 

Following a short discussion to which Dr. Meade and Mr. 
Corcoran contributed and to which Mr. Keyes replied, it was 
agreed that a small sub-committee should be set up to study 
and make recommendations on the proposed Misuse of Drugs 
Bill. The following were selected as the sub-committee:— 
Mr. O'Flynn, Dr. Meade, Mr. Conigan, Cllr. Connolly, Cllr. Mrs. 
Barlow and the Board's Chairman, Mr. P. Hickey. 
(e) No. 4 Visiting Committee- meeting held at St. Mary's 

Hospital. Phoenix Park, on 18th February. 1975: 
Noted. 

(f) No. 4 Visiting Committee meeting held at St. Loman's 
Hospital on 7th January. 1975: 

Cllr. Mrs. Glenn raised the question of improved telephone 
system and fire alarm services at this hospital and Mr. Keyes 
advised that proposals in this regard were with the Depart-
ment of Health for approval and that in view of the limitations 
on finance available a decision might have to be made as to 
whether the scheme at the Lower House, St. Brendan's, would 
take priority over the scheme at St. Loman's. 

Dr. Walker suggested that an emergency unlisted telephone 
number should be available in each of the hospitals to deal 
with emergencies. 

Mr. O'Flynn directed attention to a decision whereby con-
cerned members from the Nos. 2 and 4 Visiting Committees 
might come together and form a small sub-committee to deal 
specifically with the Child Psychiatric Service. 

32/75 MINUTES OF LOCAL HEALTH 
COMMITTEES 

The Minutes of the following Local Health Committees 
having been circulated were considered: 
(a) Dublin City Local Health Committee meeting held on 15th 

January, 1975, arising from which Mr. Harrington thanked 
the Board for being the first organisation to help the 
Dental Association with its preventivs dental health 
scheme, i.e.. Dental Health Week organised by that body. 
Cllr. Connolly also contributed to the debate. 
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(b) Dublin City Local Health Committee meeting held on 
12th February, 1975.—Noted. 

(c) Dublin County Local Health Committee meeting held on 
3rd February, 1975.—Noted. 

(d) Dun Laoghaire Local Health Committee meeting held on 
28th January, 1975.—Dr. Walker drew attention to his 
motion on the provision of dental services for all children 
up to and including the age of 16 and after discussion to 
which Mr. Harrington, Cllr. Hand, Cllr. Browne, Cllr. 
Connolly and Dr. Meade contributed and to which Mr. 
Donohue replied, the following motion proposed by Cllr. 
Mrs. Glenn and seconded by Cllr. Connolly was unani-
mously adopted:— 

" That the E.H.B. recommend amendment of present 
legislation to enable children over 14 years of age to 
avail of free dental services." 

(e) Kildare Local Health Committee meeting held on 23rd 
January, 1975.—Noted. 

33/75 QUESTIONS 
On a proposal by Cllr. Carroll, seconded by Cllr. Mrs. 

Barlow, it was unanimously agreed that the Chief Executive 
Officer answer the questions lodged. 

Question: (1) Alderman A. FitzGerald: 
" Can the Chief Executive Officer inform the Eastern Health 

Board of whatever plans he has for utilising the extensive site 
at the bottom of Garden Hill, Old Kilmainham, which is appar-
ently owned by the Eastern Health Board? This property is 
heavily overgrown and has been unused for a very long time." 

Reply: 
" In May, 1966, at the request of Prof. I. Browne. Chief 

Psychiatrist, approval was given by the Dublin Health Authority 
to the use of Garden Hill House as a School and Centre for 
the training and treatment of autistic children—the house has 
been the residence of the late Dr. McCarthy, R.M.S. of St. 
Kevin's. There was need for the accommodation and service 
because of the inadequacy of facilities at the original centre 
for autistic children which had been set up at St. Loman's 
Hospital some years previously. 
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On 3rd July, 1969 (Report No. 69/69) the Dublin Health 
Authority consented to the leasing of a site of approximately 
¼ of an acre at Garden Hill to U.C.D. for the erection of an 
Endocrine Research Unit. On 25th March, 1971 (Report No. 
48/71) the Authority consented to the disposal of an additional 
area of approximately a half acre at Garden Hill to U.C.D. to 
cater for expansion of the work including establishment of a 
Centre for Community Studies. The site at Garden Hill was 
not included in the land transferred to St. James's Hospital 
Board in 1971 by the Eastern Health Board. 

As Professor Browne has proposed further developments 
on the site, discussions and negotiations have been proceeding 
for some time on the basis of insuring that the best interests 
of the Board's services to the community are given priority. 
A formal report in this regard to the Board will be furnished 
when sufficient progress has been made." 

Question: (2) Alderman A. FitzGerald: 
"To ask the Chief Executive Officer if he is aware of the 

extent of Salmonella Food Poisoning in the Dublin region and, 
if so, is he aware of any difficulties with the Public Health Act 
in implementing standards to Take Away' food units, including 
vans and caravans, now commonplace in the City." 

Reply: 
" Salmonella infection is primarily a disease of domest;c 

animals and birds—chickens, ducks, pigs, calves, etc. In 
former days when the farmer reared a few calves of his own, 
and his wife reared a few dozen chickens, this infection was 
not widespread. In recent times it has become widespread 
among animals and is frequently passed on to man because 
of the following practices: 

1. Mass production of food animals and fowl. Hundreds of 
animals or birds may be intensively reared in close confine-
ment for slaughter. This gives increased opportunity for 
spread of infection. Conveyor-belt slaughtering causes 
carcases to become infected unless stringent precautions 
are taken. 

2. Increased consumption of meat and made-up meat pro-
ducts, e.g., hamburgers, pate. etc. These products, if not 
well prepared, cooked and stored, act as a culture medium 
for Salmonella germs if they are present in the product in 
the first instance. 



38 6/3/1975 

3. Mass eating out in canteens, restaurants, etc.—
increased opportunity for infection. 

4. Catering practices, such as cooking meat dishes en 
masse, letting them cool and then re-heating by micro-
wave oven or otherwise before serving to customers in 
eating establishments. Unless such food is quickly 
cooled after cooking and then kept under cool and 
hygienic conditions, there is danger of Salmonella and 
other types of food poisoning. 

Ice-cream, cream products, mayonnaise, salad 
materials, etc., may also contain the infection. The 
germs will multiply in these foodstuffs if they become 
contaminated. 

5. The increased business in take-away foods, especially 
chickens and sandwiches from take-away food shops. 
Spit-roasted chickens have been known to carry 
Salmonella 
germs, due to the fact that their interiors have been 
insufficiently cooked. 

6. It is thought that many animals and fowl are infected in 
the 
first instance by infected animal foodstuffs, often imported 
from abroad. 

The Food Hygiene Regulations is a good code which 
gives ample powers to Health Inspectors to deal with 
unhygienic food premises. The difficulty is the sheer 
number of such premises which is increasing daily. Many 
pubs now serve food, which is a good thing for other 
reasons. 

The Regulations apply to food stalls and food vehicles 
and therefore they cover food-selling vans and caravans 
which commonly trade in suburban housing schemes. I 
doubt if these vans contribute much to the spread of 
Salmonella poisoning, as most of what they sell is in 
packages. The hot-dog stalls which appear after night are 
not as common in Dublin as in other cities. Health 
Inspectors do, if necessary, work at night to keep a check 
on these vendors. 

The only yardstick of incidence of Salmonella infection is 
the number of notifications received. Weekly notifications in 
the Dublin area since the beginning of January have been 
as follows:— 
Week Ended 4.1.75 —Nil Week Ended 1.2.75 — 3 

..    11.1.75 —Nil ..        ..      8.2.75 — 2 
„    18.1.75—Nil ..         „     15.2.75—Nil 
„    25.1.75—   1 .,         ..     22.2.75 — 1 
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In the Dublin area Salmonella infection is commonest in 
hospitals, especially Children's Hospitals and Geriatric Hos-
pitals, where small outbreaks occur from time to time. The 
source of infection is often food that is brought in by visitors. 
Spread from patient to patient may then occur." 

34/75 OVERDRAFT ACCOMMODATION 

The following report No. 12/1975 from the Chief Executive 
Officer was submitted: 

" At its meeting on 6th instant the Board gave its consent 
(Minute No. 19/75) to temporary borrowing up to a limit of 
£5m. for the period to the end of the month. In the event, the 
overdraft reached that limit on 19th instant and increased to a 
peak of £5.4m. on 26th instant. It fell back to £3 3m. on the 
following day when an instalment of Grant amounting to 
£2.1m. was received from the Department of Health. 

An estimation of requirements during the month of March 
indicates that the overdraft will reach a high point of £5-7m. 
before the next instalment of Grant will be received. Allowing 
for contingencies, it is prudent to have approval for temporary 
borrowing up to a limit of £6m. 

Accordingly, it is necessary to seek the Board's consent to 
the temporary borrowing by way of overdraft of up to £6m. 
during the month of March. 

A further report on future borrowing requirements will be 
submitted to the Board at its next meeting." 

After discussion the following motion proposed by Cllr. 
Carroll and seconded by Mr. Hugh Corrigan was unanimously 
adopted: 

"That the Eastern Health Board hereby consent to the 
temporary borrowing by way of overdraft as outlined in 
Report No. 12/1975." 

35/75 BORROWING PROPOSALS FOR 
CAPITAL EXPENDITURE 

The following report No. 13/1975 from the Chief Executive 
Officer was submitted:— 

" I submit, herewith, a schedule of Capital Expenditure for 
which long-term borrowing arrangements must be made:— 
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Project Estimated 
Cost 

Esti-
mated 
Grant 

Balance Loan 
Approved 

Amount 
to be 
raised 

St Mary's Hospital—New Boiler St 
Patrick's Home—Telephone 
and Fire Alarm System       ______
County Hospital, Naas— 
Lift Installation      —   —   — 

Staff Accommodation and Fur-

District Hospital, Baltinglass— 
30-Bed Unit    ______   _ 

£ 7.200 

25,000 

70.000 

72,000 

143,000 

£ 
3,600 
12500 
35.000 
36,000 

£ 3500 

12500 

35.000 

36.000 

143,000 

£ 

25.000 

30500 

80.000 

£ 
3500 

12500

10,000

6500

63.000

 317,000 87,100 230.100 135500 95,100

Bru   Chaoimhin — Renovations 
Unit 1 St Clare's Home — Lift 

Installa- 
St Vincent's, Athy—Convent 
Nurses* Home and Mortuary 
St Colman's, Rathdrum— 86-Bed 
Unit, Staff Houses, Re- 

29.000 

20,000 

33,000

novation of St Kevin's Unit  
Welfare Homes   Pray      
Ballymun       Clonskeagh    
Regina Coeli/Moming Star Hos-
tels—Reconstruction       

29,000 

20.000 

140.000 
510.000 
125,000 
170.000 
160.000 
361,000 

10.000 
29.000 

20,000 

140.000 
510.000 
125.000 
170.000 
160,000 
351.000 

107.000 
250500 
100,000 
120,000 
120,000 
326,000 

260500 
25,000 
50.000 
40.000
25,000

 1515.000 10.000 1505.000 1,023500 482,000

St Brendan's Hospital— Steam 
Mains —   —   —   — Mechanical 
Fuel Handling   __ 
St Ita's Hospital— 
Heating Services    —   —   — 
Internal Telephones, Fire Alarm 
and Emergency Lighting  — 72-
Bed Unit    —   —   —   — Female 
Chronic Block —   — 
Purchase of and alterations to 
730/732 Sth. Circular Road — 
Factory,  Glasnevin    —   —   — 

30,000 
70,000 
500,000 
120,000 
250.000 
70,000 
47,000 
60,000 

15.000 
35.000 
250.000 
60.000 
125,000 
35.000 
23300 
30,000 

15,000 
35,000 
250,000 
60.000 
125,000 
35,000 
23500 
30,000 

4500 

130,000 

11500 
35500

120.000
60,000

125.000
35.000
23500 

30.000

 1,147,000 573.500        573500 134.000 439500
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It is proposed to raise three separate loans from the Com-
missioners of Public Works, all repayable over a period of 35 
years, as follows:— 

Loan A     ...........  £95.100 
Loan B  ......                 £482,000 

Loan C  „..............  £439,500 

£1.016,600" 
On a proposal by Cllr. Carroll, seconded by Mr. Corrigan, 

the following resolution was unanimously adopted:— 
"That the proposals outlined in Report No. 13/1975 be 

adopted." 

36/75 CAPITAL BUDGET 1975 

The following Report No. 14/1975 from the Chief Executive 
Officer was submitted:— 

" Notification has been received from the Department of 
Health that the Minister has approved of an allocation of 
£680,000 for capital expenditure by the Board in 1975. 

The Department estimate that £440,000 of the amount 
allocated will be needed to meet anticipated commitments in 
respect of completed schemes and on-going projects. This 
figure is considerably less than the amount estimated by the 
Board's officers, and I am in correspondence with the Depart-
ment regarding the matter. I shall report further when it has 
been resolved. A sum of £240,000 has been allocated for 
"new starts" as follows:— 

Project 

Warrenstown House 
Renovations— 

Residential Accommodation for 
disturbed children and special 
schools      ........... ____  

86,000 
St. Ita's Hospital— 

New 72-Bed Unit for Mentally 
Handicapped patients .................     250,000 
Female Block renovations (mental 
handicap and psychiatric unit)          70,000 

St. Cotman's Hospital, Rathdrum— 
Renovation of St. Kevin's Unit 
for long-stay geriatric accom 
modation    ...................................    
170,000 

Two Health Centres 

Allocation 
for 1975 

Estimated 
Cost £ 

£ 

30,000 

60,000 

40,000 

60,000 
50.000     388,000

 

          £964,000   £240.000 
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It will be seen that the amount allocated for new projects is 
small. The Department stress that the funds available for 
hospitals and health boards were strictly limited and priority 
selection had to be made. The amount allocated, therefore, 
cannot be exceeded. If, however, the Board considers within 
this allocation that there are projects on which building could 
commence in 1975 the Minister would consider substituting a 
project or projects for any of the schemes mentioned above. 

The Board also makes grants under Section 65 of the 
Health Act, 1953, in support of capital works undertaken by 
voluntary bodies. A list of proposed grants has been sub-
mitted to the Department, and is at present being considered. 
The Department state that they hope to notify us of the further 
amount of capital money which will be made available for this 
purpose within the next few weeks." 

The Chief Executive Officer explained the possible outcome 
of the shortfall in the capital budget allocation, but that he 
hoped to proceed as indicated with the possibility that the 
position would improve later in the year. After a short dis-
cussion to which Deputy Dockrell, Cllr. Durning, Cllr. Connolly, 
Alderman FitzGerald contributed, the following motion pro-
posed by Cffr. Mrs. Barlow, seconded by Cllr. Sweeney, was 
unanimously adopted! 

"That the proposals outlined in Report No. 14/1975 be 
noted. 

37/75 ABSTRACT OF ACCOUNTS 1973/74 

The Abstract of Accounts 1973/74 and accompanying 
report No. 15/1975, set out hereunder, were submitted by the 
Chief Executive Officer 

"The following report has been submitted by the Finance 
Officer— 

' I submit Abstract of Accounts of the Eastern Health 
Board for the year to 31st March, 1974. The abstract details 
the Revenue and Capital income and expenditure on the Health 
Services operated by the Board and includes the following 
statements:— 

Statement of Assets and Liabilities at 31st March, 1974. 
Particulars of Expenditure in respect of the Board's Hospitals 
and Homes. r

Average Daily Cost of the Board's Hospitals and Homes. 
Statement of Capital Debt. 
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Details are also given of the Income and Expenditure on the 
Public Assistance Services which the Board provided on an 
agency basis for the Dublin Corporation and the Councils of 
Counties Dublin, Kildare and Wicklow. 

The General Purposes Services (Revenue) Account is in 
respect of salaries of Health Inspectors engaged on Housing 
and Sanitary Services, which is recoupable from the rating 
authorities for whom the service is provided. 

The following summary statement compares the expenditure 
and income on Health Services for the year with the amounts 
in the Estimate of Expenses approved by the Minister— 

 

 Estimate of Actual 
 Expenses Expenditure 
 1373/74 1973/74 
 £ £
General Medical Services:   

Choice of Doctor Scheme 2,960.000 3.420.812 
Other Medical  Services .............. 1.136.400 1,460.377 

Hospitals and Homes:   

Board's Hospitals     .................... 4,003,500 4.474.915 
Joint Board Hospitals .............. 3,622.000 4,302,146
Extern Hospitals ..................... 9,628.200 9.524,797
Specialist Services    ..................... 463.000 490.776 

Psychiatric Services     .................... 5,931.600 7.019,388 
Maternity and Child Health Services 1.003.400 968,470 
Tuberculosis and Other Infectious   

Diseases     .............................     640,600 646,969 
Dental, Ophthalmic and Aural Ser-   

vices   .....................................    530,200 441.792 
Rehabilitation and Maintenance of

Disabled Persons 980.000 1,284,924 
Boarding out, etc., of Children     293.300 362,866 
Ambulance & Transport of Patients 414.400 462,918 
Supervision of Food and Drugs ..... 85.000 81.547 
Blind Welfare        ........................... 122.300 147.389 
Registration of Births. Deaths and   

Marriages   ............. ...................... 25,400 16,778 
Central Services     1.350,600 1.556,515 

Total Expenditure     £33,189,900 £36.663.379 
Income 1,217,900 1,557.258 

Net Expenditure £31,972,000      £35,106,121 
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It will be noted that the gross expenditure was approxi-
mately £3-5m. more than the estimate approved by the 
Minister. 

The allocation for 1973/74 was based on an estimated net 
level of expenditure in 1972/73 of £24,033,000. In fact the net 
level of expenditure in 1972/73 turned out to be £1 -5m. 
greater at £25,544,712. 

During the year 1973/74 several reports were submitted to 
the Board indicating that additional expenditure would be 
incurred in respect of salaries and wages adjustments, allow-
ances for week-ends. Public Holidays and night duty for 
Psychiatric Nurses, increased capitation rates for approved 
schools, increases in Disabled Persons' Allowances, super-
annuation increases, increases in Blind Persons' Allowances, 
etc. The total additional expenditure approved by the Board 
on foot of these reports was £2,042,400. 

This amount, plus the £1 -5m. under-estimation in the base 
figure referred to above account for the overall increase of 
£3 5m. 

The groee expenditure for the year, expressed in terms of the 
Board's programme was as follows:— General Hospital 
Programme     ......           £18,792,634 

Special Hospital Programme       ....              £7,019.388 
Community Care Programme                       £9,294,842 
Central Services   ........                                £1,556,515 

Total   _   £36,663.379 

At the end of the year there was a cumulative deficit of 
£4,552,666-16. This is shown in the Statement of Balances as 
due in respect of Health Services Grant. It is made up as 
follows:— 

Deficit at 31/3/1973     ............  .............       £2,698,160.94 
Health Grant accrued due in 1973/74   £26,110,505.22 

£28,808.666.16 
Health Grant received in 1973/74               £24,256,000.00 

Deficit at 31/3/1974     ............................      £4.552.666.16 

On a proposal by Cllr. Carroll, seconded by Cllr. Connolly, 
it was unanimously resolved as follows:— 

" That Report No. 15/1975 be noted." 
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38/75 EUROPEAN SOCIAL FUND 
The following Report No. 16/1975 from the Chief Executive 

Officer was submitted:— 

"Grants Received and Approved 
I have received from the Department of Labour notification 

that the Commission of the European Communities has 
approved payment to the Health Board of the sum of £55,827 
from the European Social Fund towards the cost of training 
operations carried out in 1974. 

Assistance to the amount of £50,142 has previously been 
received towards the cost of training operations carried out in 
1973. 

Further information is awaited in regard to the composition 
of the grant for 1974 and the arrangements of the Commission 
for detaiied examination of ths Board's application prior to 
payment. It is understood that the amount of the grant has 
been arrived at as follows:— 
Operating Costs: 

Hanbury Lane Workshop and Mount Pleasant, 
St. John's, St. Loman's and Usher's Island 
Day Centres                                                          £21.259 

Contribution Towards Capital Costs: 
Group Home. Raheny; Usher's Island; 30 Mount 

Pleasant Square                                           951 

Training and Placement Expenses: 
National Council for the Blind                                    5,000 
Board for the Employment of the Blind              13,750 
National Association of the Deaf 2,500 
Polio Fellowship                                                                1.125 

Lodging Allowances: 
Rehabilitation Institute trainees                                 4,000 

Training of Instructors                                                     7,242 

£55,827 

It is noted that, whereas in respect of 1973 the grant towards 
the operating costs of the Hanbury Lane Workshop and the 
Psychiatric Day Centres was based on 50% of the approved 
operating cost, the 1974 grant is apparently based on a figure 
of 10%, which is related to the number of trainees from these 
operations going into open employment. 
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An application in respect of operations to be conducted 
during 1975 has been submitted but there is as yet no 
information about the amount of the grant to be received. In 
future years, if a recommendation made in the recent report 
of the working party established by the Minister for Health 
in relation to training and employing the handicapped is 
adopted, applications of public authorities and voluntary 
bodies for support from the Social Fund would be co-
ordinated by the National Rehabilitation Board into one 
comprehensive application." 

After a discussion to which Mr. O'Flynn, Professor 
Browne and Mr. Keyes contributed and to which Mr. Elliott 
replied, it was unanimously resolved on a proposal by Mr. 
Corrigan, seconded by Deputy Dockrell, as follows:— 

" That Report No. 16/1975 ba noted." 

39/75 HEALTH EDUCATION BUREAU 
Press release dated 3rd February setting out the 

composition of the Bureau, and Press release dated 17th 
February giving the Minister's statement to the first meeting 
of the Bureau were circulated. The Chairman expressed 
disappointment at the Board having no representative on 
the Bureau. 

Dr. Walker endorsed the Chairman's views and referred to 
his recommendation at an earlier meeting wherein he had 
urged the Board to nominate some persons to the Bureau. 

After discussion, to which Cllr. Connolly, Mr. O'Flynn, Dr. 
Doyle and Alderman FitzGerald contributed, the following 
resolution, on a proposal by Dr. Doyle seconded by Mr. 
O'Flynn, was unanimously adopted:— 

"That this Board deplores the Minister's decision not to 
include any member of the Eastern Health Board on the 
Health Education Bureau and requests that the Minister 
appoint members of the Eastern Health Board to the 
Bureau." 

40/75  TRIENNIAL ELECTION OF REPRESENTATIVES 
ON MEATH HOSPITAL BOARD 

The following Report No. 17/1975 from the Chief 
Executive Officer was submitted:— 

" The present period of office of the Eastern Health Board 
representatives on the Meath Hospital Board expires on 6th 
April, 1975. It will be necessary for the Health Board to 
appoint eleven members to the Meath Hospital Board for a 



47 6/3/1975 

three-year period commencing 7th April, 1975. For the informa
tion of members the current representatives on the Meath 
Hospital Board are:— 

Mr. P. A. Brady, M.P.S.I., " Santessa ", 14 Leicester Avenue, 
P.C. Rathgar, Dublin 6. 

Mr. P. J. Burke 251 Swords Road, Santry, Dublin 9. 
Senator John Boland Skerries, Co. Dublin. 
Cllr. J. Connolly 39 Hughes Road South, Walkins-

town, Dublin 12. 
Cllr. H. P. Dockrell, T.D. 66 Newtownpark Avenue, Blackrock, 

Co. Dublin. 
Springhill, Garristown, Co. Dublin. 
94 Griffith Avenue, Whitehall, Dublin 

9. 
Chief Psychiatrist. Eastern Health 

Board, 1 James's Street, Dublin 8. 
47 The Rise, Mount Merrion. Co. 

Dublin. 
Huntstown House, Mulhuddart, Co. 

Dublin. 
Merchant Banking Ltd., 23 Clare 

Street, Dublin 2." 

Cllr. Miss M. Ennis 
Mr. John J. Hunt, P.C. 

Prof. Ivor Browne 

Cllr. J. Guinan 

Dr. Angela Mclnerney 

Mr. Patrick Gallagher 

Mr. J. J. Nolan advised the Board that the Meath Hospital 
Board was a very important institution, as well as being an 
important member of the Federated Voluntary Hospitals Group, 
and felt that it would be in the best interest of the Eastern 
Health Board if three of the eleven members to be elected were 
officials of the Board. He suggested that the appointment of 
himself, Mr. P. J. Swords, Administrative Assistant, and Mr. 
T. McManus, Senior Executive Officer, would be appropriate. 
The members unanimously accepted his proposal and then 
proceeded to elect the remaining eight members. The follow
ing persons were proposed for membership:— 

Member 
Cllr. Mrs. Glenn 
Cllr. J. Guinan 
Mr. P. J. Burke 
Cllr. J. Connolly 
Alderman FitzGerald 
Cllr. D. Browne 
Deputy H. P. Dockrell 
Cllr. Mrs. Barlow 
Mr. P. A. Brady 
Cllr. T. Hand 
Mr. S. Kelly 
Cllr. M. Carroll 
Dr. A. Mclnerney 
Mr. J. Hunt 
Cllr. Miss Ennis 

Proposed by 
Dr. Walker 
Cllr. Sweeney 
Cllr. Sweeney 
Cllr. Mrs. Barlow 
Cllr. Mrs. Glenn 
Cllr. Brady 
Cllr. Durning 
Cllr. Connolly 
Mr. H. Corrigan 
Cllr. D. Kinsella 
Ald. FitzGerald 
Mr. D. O'Flynn 
Mr. K. Harrington 
Cllr. C. Murphy 
Cllr. C. Murphy 

Seconded by 
Alderman FitzGerald 
Mr. K. Harrington 
Mr. K. Harrington 
Cllr. M. Carroll 
Deputy Dockrell 
Mr. J. Corcoran 
Dr. Doyle 
Cllr. C. Murphy 
Cllr. Carroll 
Cllr. Mrs. Glenn 
Cllr. T. Hand 
Ald. FitzGerald 
Dr. J. S. Doyle 
Cllr. G. Doyle 
Cllr. G. Doyle 
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A Ballot was then held with the following scrutineers 
being appointed: Alderman FitzGerald, Cllr. Doyle and Mr. 
Elliott. 

The following six members who received the most votes 
were elected: Cllr. Mrs. Barlow, Dr. A. Mclnemey, Cllr. M. 
Carroll, Alderman A. FitzGerald, Cllr. Mrs. Glenn, Cllr. D. 
Browne. 

There was a tie between Cllr. Miss Ennis, Deputy Dockrell 
and Mr. P. J. Burke. Deputy Dockrell then withdrew, leaving 
Cllr. Miss Ennis and Mr. P. J. Burke to fill the remaining two 
places. 

41/75 HOME DIALISES 

The following Report No. 18/1975 from the Chief 
Executive Officer was submitted:— 

" Under circular letter Number H3/72 from the Department 
of Local Government, local authorities are empowered to 
give grants towards reconstruction or improvement work or 
the building of an additional room in a house occupied by a 
disabled person. This grant is altogether separate from the 
ordinary State and supplementary reconstruction grants for 
houses. The grants may be made by County Councils or 
county borough corporations to cover the total approved 
cost in the case of a non-vested local authority dwelling or, 
in all other cases, a maximum of two-thirds of the approved 
cost. Half of the locaf authority's grant expenditure is 
recouped by the Minister for Local Government subject to a 
maximum recoupment of £500 in any one case. 

Local authorities have accepted that the adaptation of a 
house or building an extra room for the purpose of accom-
modating and operating a kidney dialysis machine comes 
within the scope of circular H3/72 and they have given 
grants or carried out the work themselves as appropriate in 
these cases. The shortfall which the patient or spouse 
would be required to meet would normally, therefore, be 
one-third of the cost of the work involved as assessed by 
the local authority. Of course if any additional work were 
done over and above that considered appropriate by the 
local authority the shortfall would be greater. 

It can be assumed that in most cases patients who qualify 
for these home dialysis grants would own their own houses 
and might be expected to be in a position to meet their own 
proportion of the cost. There have, however, been instances 
where the Health Board considered that this would place an 
undue hardship on the patient or the individual on whom the 
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patient is dependent, and in these cases the Board made a 
contribution towards the cost of alterations or addition to 
house under Section 61 (Home Help Service) of the Health 
Act. 1970. 

I propose to continue this policy for any such similar cases 
which arise, bearing in mind the cost of any necessary 
expenditure incurred by the applicant, such cost being based 
on the level of grant determined by the local authority. It is 
difficult to estimate the cost of this scheme in any year but a 
sum of £2,000 should cover contingencies." 

On a proposal by Cllr. Connolly, seconded by Cllr. Sweeney, 
it was unanimously resolved as follows:— 

"That the proposals outlined in Report No. 18/1975 be 
noted." 

42/75 FUTURE HOSPITAL DEVELOPMENT 
Letter of 25th February, 1975, from the Department of 

Health having been circulated was considered. Mr. J. J. Nolan 
referred to the previous decisions of the Board following study 
of Comhairie na n-Ospideil Reports. He suggested that as the 
Minister had asked the Board to consider the proposals out-
lined in his letter and to indicate whether they were in 
agreement with them, the Board should set up a small Sub-
Committee to study the proposals and report back. He 
suggested that the Sub-Committee should as already selected 
consist of Councillor P. Hickey, Chairman; Dr. J. Mahon, Dr. 
J. S. Doyle. Mr. D. O'Flynn and Deputy H. P. Dockrell. 

On a proposal by Mr. K. Harrington, seconded by Mr. H. 
Corrigan, the following resolution was unanimously adopted:— 

" Propose that the Board's Sub-Committee on Hospital 
Development meet to consider letter of 25/2/75 from Minister 
for Health on future Hospital Development and that the follow-
ing should constitute the Sub-Committee: Cllr. P. Hickey, 
Chairman; Dr. J. Mahon, Dr. J. S. Doyle, Mr. D. O'Flynn and 
Deputy H. P. Dockrell." 
43/75 MASS RADIOGRAPHY SERVICE 

The following Report No. 19/1975 from the Chief Executive 
Officer was submitted:— 

" Transfer of Mass X-Ray Services to the 
Eastern Health Board 

I wish to report that the Tanaiste and Minister for Health 
will shortly make a revocation order transferring the Mass X-
Ray services to the Eastern Health Board. It is expected that 
the transfer will be effective from 1st April, 1975. 
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The possible dissolution of the Mass Radiography Board 
was considered by the Chief Executive Officer Group early 
in 1973 and the group was satisfied that with the dissolution 
of the Board the services could be operated by the Eastern 
Health Board, which would provide service on an agency 
basis to the other Health Boards. 

In accordance with Section 7 of the Health (Corporate 
Bodies) Act 1961 the Minister will dissolve the Mass X-Ray 
Board and transfer its property, rights and liabilities to the 
Eastern Health Board. It will also provide for the transfer of 
the holder of any office under the Mass Radiography Board 
to a similar office under the Eastern Health Board. The 
Department of Health has indicated mat they will provide 
the necessary financial provisions to cover the cost of the 
transfer of this service to the Eastern Health Board. The 
following categories and number of staff will therefore be 
transferred to this Board with effect from 1st April, 1975:— 

7 Radiographers 
1 Clerical Officer 
3 Clerk Typists 
2 Field Organisers 
1 Chief Technician 
2 Driver/Technicians 1 
Office Cleaner 

The Medical Director and the Secretary of the Board will 
continue to operate the service to at least the 30th June. 
1975. 

Prof. B. O'Donnell, Dublin Medical Officer, and Mr. F. 
Donohue, Programme Manager, Community Care, were the 
Eastern Health Board representatives on the Mass X-Ray 
Board." 

After questions by Dr. Walker, Deputy Dockrell, Cllr. 
Kinsella and Dr. Doyle were answered by the Chief 
Executive Officer, the following motion, on a proposal by 
Cllr. Carroll seconded by Mr. D. O'Flynn, was unanimously 
adopted:— 

" That Report No. 19/1975 be noted." 

44/75 TRAVELLING EXPENSES—REVISION 
Circular 1/1975 from the Department of Health having 

been circulated was considered, after which the following 
resolution proposed by Cllr. Connolly, seconded by Cllr. 
Sweeney, was unanimously adopted:— 
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"That this Board adopt the revised rates of Travelling 
Expenses and Subsistence Allowances in accordance with the 
terms of the enclosure attached to the circular 1/75 of 10/2/75 
with effect from 1/7/74." 

45/75 CORRESPONDENCE 
(a) Letter dated 6th February. 1975, from Alderman A. 

FitzGerald advising that a voluntary organisation repre-
sentative on the Dublin City Local Health Committee had 
been transferred to County Clare and asking the Board 
to agree to her replacement by Sr. Claude McDonald, 
Mount Argus Road, Harold's Cross, Dublin, who was also 
a voluntary social worker. The appointment of Sr. Claude 
McDonald was unanimously agreed to by resolution 
proposed by Cllr. Mrs. Glenn, seconded by Deputy 
Dockrell. 

(b) Letter from the Irish Public Bodies Mutual Insurances 
Limited was read asking the Board to nominate a member 
to its Company for the coming year. It was unanimously 
agreed that the existing representative. Cllr. M. Carroll; 
should be nominated by the Board for the coming year. 

(c) The following letter dated 28th February, 1975, from the 
Dublin Corporation was read:— 

" I desire to inform you that An Coisde Teaghlachais, 
at its meeting held on the 13th instant, have considered 
the following resolution:— 

'This Committee, having regard to current changes 
in community health care, resolve to allocate Corpora-
tion Dwellings of a suitable nature to persons who are 
currently in the care of the psychiatric section of the 
Eastern Health Board, and who are capable of being 
rehabilitated within the community if given an offer to 
avail of normal residential accommodation. 

This Committee therefore requests the Corporation 
Officers to enter into discussions with the Eastern 
Health Board and to report back to the Housing Com-
mittee on the need and scale of the Eastern Health 
Board's requirements.' 

and made a request that a report be obtained from your 
Board regarding this matter. 
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Perhaps you will let me have at your convenience a 
report for consideration by An Coisde." 

It was agreed that the Programme Managers for 
Community Care and Special Hospital Care should examine 
the subject and report back. 

(d) Mr. J. J. Nolan informed the meeting of a letter dated 
27/2/1975 from the Board's Architect advising that the 
old Boardroom on the frontage of James's Street is in 
an extremely dangerous condition and should be 
demolished. The relevant extract is as follows:— 

" It was agreed by all the Technical Experts that the 
structural components of this building are now in 
doubt. These structural components consist of the 
walling, main beams to staircases, flooring and roof. 
It is considered that not alone should the building not 
be re-occupied but that it should be demolished at as 
early a stage as possible, in order that any possible 
danger to passers-by on the footpath outside the 
buildings may be removed. While this wall is one of 
the more obvious faults in the building, the recent 
stripping of sections and inspections have also 
revealed a lack of bonding in certain cases, the 
complete rotting of the main beams supporting the 
staircase, while the roof timbers, where possible to 
expose, have shown a considerable amount of rot." 

The Welfare building adjacent to the Boardroom is 
also in a very poor condition and in view of the high fire 
risk involved is totally unsuitable for accommodating 
staff. It would accordingly be necessary for the Board 
to proceed as quickly as possible to get alternative 
accommodation preferably in the vicinity. 

Dr. Walker and Deputy Dockrell contributed to the 
ensuing debate, after which the following resolution, 
proposed by Cllr. Mrs. Barlow and seconded by Mr. 
O'Flynn, was unanimously adopted:— 

" That this Board, on consideration of the technical 
advices tendered re dangerous condition of the old 
Boardroom and the Welfare building adjoining, agree to the 
demolition of those buildings as soon as convenient and 
that the Chief Executive Officer be authorised forthwith to 
procure .suitable alternative accommodation for staffs so 
displaced, further, the Department of Health to be advised 
immediately of the situation." 
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46/75 NEXT MEETING 

It was agreed, in view of the Easter Holidays, that the next 
meeting of the Board would be held on Thursday, 10th April, 
1975, at 6 p.m. 

The meeting terminated at 8.30 p.m. 
CORRECT: 

E. O CAOIMH, 
Chief Executive Officer. 

Signed: Chairman. 




