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128 3/10/7974 

EASTERN HEALTH BOARD 
Minutes of Proceedings of Monthly Meeting of Eastern Health 

Board held in the Boardroom, St. Brendan's Hospital, 
Grangegorman on 3rd October, 1974 at 6.15 p.m. 

Present: 

Mr. M. Birmingham 
Cllr. M. Brady 
Cllr. D. Browne 
Cllr. M. Carroll 
Cllr. J. Connolly 
Mr. J. Corcoran 
Mr. H. Corrigan 
Dr. J. Cullen 
Deputy H. P. Dockrell 
Cllr. G. Doyle 
Dr. J. Stephen Doyle 
Cllr. J. Durning 
Cllr. Mrs. A. Glenn 
Cllr. T. Hand 

Mr. K. Harrington 
Dr. P. C. Jennings 
Cllr. D. Kinsella 
Miss K. Kinsella 
Miss M. Lacey 
Cllr. M. McWey 
Dr. J. R. Mahon 
Dr. A. Meade 
Cllr. C. Murphy, T.D. 
Dr. J. O'Connell, T.D. 
Mr. D. O'Flynn 
Mr. M. Ruane 
Cllr. J. Sweeney 
Dr. J. Walker 

Apologies for Absence: 

Alderman A. FitzGerald, Cllr. P. Hickey, Dr. J. McCormick. 

In the Chair: 

Mr. Dermot O'Flynn, Vice-Chairman. 

Officers in Attendance : 

Mr. E. 0 Caoimh, 
Chief Executive Officer 

Mr. J. J. Nolan, 
Deputy Chief Executive 
Officer 

Mr. T. Keyes, 
Programme Manager 

Mr. F. Donohue, 
Programme Manager 

Prof. B. O'Donnell, 
Dublin Medical Officer 

Prof. Ivor Browne, 
Chief Psychiatrist 

Mr. J. F. Reynolds, 
Finance Officer 

Mr. R. N. Lamb, 
Personnel Officer 

Mr. F. Elliott, 
Planning & Evaluation 
Officer 

Mr. J. Clarke, 
Administrative Assistant 

Mr. P. J. Swords, 
Administrative Assistant 

Mr. K. Quinn 
Mr. J. Doyle 
Mr. H. Dunne 
Miss L. O'Kelly 
Mr. C. D. McElree 
Mr. P. A. Sheehan 
Mr. B. Garvey 
Mr. E. Dunphy 
Mr. J. A. Duggan 
Mr. A. O'Brien 
Mr. Murray-Hayden 
Miss K. Dolan 
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116/74 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 

The minutes of the monthly meeting held on the 5th Sept
ember, 1974, having been circulated, were confirmed on a 
proposal by Cllr. Dockrell, T.D., and seconded by Mr. H. 
Corrigan, with the following amendment—include Cllr. G. 
Doyle on the attendance list. 

117/74 PROCEEDINGS OF COMMITTEES 

The reports of the proceedings of the fol lowing committees 
having been circulated were adopted as fo l lows:— 
(a) No. 1 Visiting Committee meeting held at St. Colman's 

Hospital on 29th August, 1974. 

(b) No. 2 Visiting Committee meeting held at Cherry Orchard 
Hospital on 12th September, 1974. 

Mr. Swords informed Mr. Corrigan that the financial clear
ance for the provision of the Disinfection Unit was being 
pressed vigorously with the Department. 

(c) No. 3 Visiting Committee meeting held at St. Ita's Hospital 
on 4th September, 1974. 

The members were perturbed at the apparent delay in the 
proposals to construct a 72-bed unit to replace Wards 8A 
and 8B, and after a discussion to which Deputy O'Connell and 
Cllr. Carroll contributed and to which Mr. Keyes replied, the 
following motion was passed unanimously:— 

" That this meeting agree that a meeting be arranged 
with the Minister for Health to discuss and expedite the 
building of alternative accommodation for the patients in 
Wards 8A and 8B in St. Ita's Hospital." 

118/74 MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS OF 
LOCAL HEALTH COMMITTEES 

(a) Dublin City—minutes of meeting held on 17th Apri l , 1974 
were noted on a proposal by Mr. H. Corrigan and 

seconded by Mr. M. Ruane. 

(b) Dublin County—minutes of meetings held on 6th May 
and 2nd September, 1974 were noted on a proposal by 
Cllr. Carroll seconded by Miss Kinsella, and there followed 
a short discussion on the lack of beds for old people. 

On the question of the level of grant which the Board con
tributed to old people being maintained in homes it was 
proposed by Dr. J. O'Connell, seconded by Cllr. Carroll, that 
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the maximum grant of £20 per week contribution to the up
keep of eligible patients in homes should be increased. The 
fol lowing members contributed to the debate on this motion: 
Dr. O'Connell, Cllrs. Durning, Dockrell, Carroll, Murphy, Dr. 
Doyle, Dr. Meade, and it was agreed that a report should be 
made available for the next meeting of the Board on the differ
ent categories of homes. 

(c) Dun Laoghaire—minutes of meeting held on 30th July, 
1974 were noted on a proposal by Cllr. Durning seconded 
by Deputy Dockrell. 

(d) Wicklow—minutes of meetings held on 29th May and 
18th September, 1974 were noted on a proposal by Cllr. 
Sweeney seconded by Cllr. C. Murphy, T.D. Mr. Dunne 
explained to Dr. S. Doyle the reasons why the site for the 
dispensary at Coolattin and accompanying gift were un
likely to be accepted and that he was hoping to be 
successful in obtaining a suitable site at Shillelagh which 
would be of more benefit to the residents of east Wick low. 

(e) Kildare—minutes of meetings held on 16th May and 19th 
September, 1974—reference was made by Mr. Corrigan 
to the delays in obtaining ophthalmic services generally 
and after a debate to which Dr. O'Connell, Dr. Meade, 
Dr. Jennings and Dr. Doyle contributed, the fol lowing 
motion proposed by Dr. Jennings and seconded by Mr. 
Corrigan was unanimously adopted:— 

"That in view of the long waiting period for ophthal
mic services at hospitals, eligible adults should have a 
choice of ophthalmic optician to whom they could go 
for visual testing and supply of spectacles where neces
sary, on the recommendation of his/her doctor, pro
vided the patient holds a certificate of health from 
his/her family doctor." 

On a proposal by Mr. H. Corrigan seconded by Cllr. McWey 
the minutes were duly noted. 

119/74 QUESTION 

On a proposal by Cllr. M. Carroll seconded by Cllr. Durning 
it was agreed that the Chief Executive Officer should answer 
the question lodged. 

Question tabled by Doctor J. O'Connell, T.D.:— 

" The total number of medical cards issued by the Eastern 
Hea'th Board for the past year to the latest available date, 
the number of persons covered and the proportion of the 
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population of the area this represents. The number of cards 
issued for (1) Dublin, (2) Kildare, (3) Wicklow, the 
numbers covered and the proportion of the population in 
each case, and how these figures compare with those for 
the same period last year." 

Reply: 

Area 

DUBLIN 

WICKLOW 

KILDARE ...... 

TOTAL AREA 

(Dublin, 
Wicklow, 
Kildare) 

Period 

Year ended 
31/8/74 

Year ended 
31/8/73 

Year ended 
31/8/74 

Year ended 
31/8/73 

Year ended 
31/8/74 

Year ended 
31/8/73 

Year ended 
31/8/74 

Year ended 
 31/8/73 

No. of 
Medical 

Cards 
Issued 

23,913 

30,128 

1,926 

2,665 

2,259 

1,759 

28,098 

34,552 

Persons 
Covered 

43,106 

54,798 

3,552 

4,491 

3,699 

3,712 

50,357 

63,001 

% of 
Population 

506% 

643% 

536% 

6-77% 

5-14% 

516% 

508% 

636% 

Mr. Dunne pointed out that the figures given in the reply 
related only to medical cards issued in the period referred to 
in the question and not the total number of persons currently 
covered by medical cards. 

120/74 COMMUNITY CARE P R O G R A M M E -
INTERIM REPORT 

After discussion to which Dr. Walker, Dr. Meade and Dr. 
Doyle contributed, the following motion was, on a proposal 
by Dr. Meade and seconded by Mr. Corcoran, unanimously 
adopted:— 
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" That the Interim Report—Community Care Programme 
be noted and approved." 

121/74 OVERDRAFT ACCOMMODATION 

The following Report No. 48/1974 from the Chief Executive 
Officer was submitted:— 

" The authorised temporary borrowing by way of overdraft 
for the three months to 30th September has been £3,000,000 
in accordance with the Board's resolution of 11th July, 1974 
(Minute No. 87 /74) . 

It was mentioned in report No. 42/1974 that during July the 
daily debit balance exceeded £2,000,000 on all but two days. 
Between 1st August and 24th September the daily balance 
was in excess of that amount on 29 days, on nine of which it 
exceeded £2,700,000. The charge for interest for the half-year 
to 15th September is £140,000 approximately. 

It is impossible to avoid having recourse to overdraft work
ing. The Department of Health grant, which is the principal 
item of income, is not receivable until the last day of each 
month. The contributions from the rating authorities are 
usually at least one month in arrear. Careful assessment of 
the expected movements on the account indicates overdraft 
accommodation up to £3,000,000 wil l continue to be 
required during the three months to 31st December next. 

I recommend that the Board consent to the temporary 
borrowing of up to £3,000,000 by way of overdraft during the 
three months to end on 31st December, 1974." 

After a short discussion to which Cllr. H. Dockrell, T.D., Dr. 
J. O'Connell and Dr. Cullen contributed and to which the 
Finance Officer, Mr. Reynolds, replied, the following motion, 
on a proposal by Mr. Corrigan, seconded by Cllr. Carroll, was 
unanimously adopted:— 

" T h a t the Eastern Health Board hereby consent to the 
temporary borrowing by way of Overdraft as outlined in 
Report No. 48/1974." 

122/74 MEDICAL CARDS—LONG TERM 
ILLNESSES 

.The fol lowing Report No. 46/1974 from the Chief Executive 
Officer was submitted: 

" Notice of Motion 
Cllrs. John Sweeney, D. Kinsella and C. Murphy, T.D.: 
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' That all persons suffering from any kind of long term 
illness listed while being granted free drugs should be sup
plied wi th a medical card in their own right irrespective of 
financial circumstances." 

Section 45 of the Health Act , 1970 defines the categories of 
persons who shall have full eligibility, viz.:— 

(a) adult persons unable without undue hardship to arrange 
general practitioner medical and surgical services for 
themselves and their dependants, 

(b) dependants of the persons referred to in paragraph (a) . 

Full eligibility is determined on the basis of the approved 
guidelines. Where a person has a long term illness this would 
be taken into account when eligibility is being considered, but 
the fact that a person is suffering from a long term illness does 
not of itself automatically confer eligibility for a medical card. 

Although such a person may not be eligible for a medical 
card the Chief Executive Officer has the power—Section 45 (7) 
of the Health Act , 1970—to deem the person eligible for a 
particular service (e.g., medical or surgical appliances, trans
port to clinics, nursing service) where it is evident that the 
cost of this particular service would impose undue hardship 
on the person. 

Persons suffering from a long term illness as prescribed by 
the Minister for Health (mental handicap, cystic fibrosis, 
spina bifida, etc.) are entitled to medicines and appliances 
without charge. With two exceptions (diabetes and epilepsy) 
they are also entitled to in-patient and out-patient hospital 
services free of charge. 

Persons other than those mentioned above who are suffering 
from a non-prescribed long term illness may avail of the 
scheme under which the Board refunds portion of the outlay 
on medicines. Under this scheme a person's net expenditure 
in any calendar month would not exceed £4 (or approximately 
£1 per week ) . " 

After a lengthy discussion to which Dr. Jennings, Dr. O'Con-
nell, Cllr. Sweeney and Deputy Dockrell contributed and to 
which Chief Executive Officer replied outlining the system, it 
was agreed at the request of Cllr. Sweeney as one of the 
original proposers of the motion, that he would table a further 
motion for a future meeting. 
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123/74 CONSULTATIVE COUNCIL'S REPORT 
ON GENERAL PRACTITIONER IN I R E L A N D -

REPORT OF WORKING PARTY 

It was agreed to defer this item to the November meeting. 

124/74 ST. BRENDAN'S H O S P I T A L -
PROPOSED INFIRMARY AND ADDITIONAL 

STAFF 

The following Report No. 49/1974 from the Chief Executive 
Officer was submitted:— 

" (a) Proposed Infirmary 

At the last meeting of the Board the members asked for a 
report on the proposal to provide an Infirmary at St. Brendan's 
Hospital. The matter has been discussed with the three Clinical 
Directors involved and they agree that an infirmary is required 
for moderately sick persons. They suggest that an integrated 
unit of twenty beds, ten male and ten female, be provided in 
Unit 0. The Programme Manager, Special Hospital Care, has 
examined this accommodation, which is now vacant, and is 
satisfied that wi th some minor redecorative work i t ' can be 
made suitable as an infirmary. 

The Clinical Directors in the course of these discussions 
specified that the nurses of the unit should have a general 
training qualification and that the nurse in charge should be 
selected on merit. They have also indicated that a roster 
system in line with hospital rosters should operate in this unit. 
I am in agreement with the foregoing proposals and these are 
now being formally put to the Unions involved. 

A further report wil l be submitted to the Board when these 
matters have been dealt with in consultation with the Unions. 

(b) Additional Employments—Security Arrangements 
The Programme Manager, Special Hospital Care, has under 

consideration the question of the patrol of the grounds at St. 
Brendan's Hospital to avoid against trespass and vandals. He 
is satisfied that in order to provide an adequate patrol service 
that there is need for an additional three shift porters to provide 
the necessary cover on a 24-hour basis. Provision for the cost 
of this service has been included in the Estimates. 

I now propose wi th the consent of the Board to create three 
additional employments of shift porter at St. Brendan's 
Hospital as requested by Mr. Keyes." 
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After a discussion to which Dr. J. Stephen Doyle, Mr. 
Corcoran, Dr. J. O'Connell and Mr. M. Ruane contributed and 
to which Mr. T. Keyes, Programme Manager, replied, the 
following motion, on a proposal by Cllr. M. Carroll, seconded 
by Mr. H. Corrigan, was unanimously adopted:— 

" T h a t the proposal outlined in Report No. 49/1974 be 
adopted." 

125/74 REGIONAL HOSPITAL B O A R D -
APPOINTMENT OF FOUR MEMBERS 

The Deputy Chief Executive Officer advised the Board that 
the membership of the four representatives on the Regional 
Hospital Board had now terminated and that it was necessary 
to appoint new representatives. The following four persons 
were proposed and seconded as hereunder:— 

Mr. J. Corcoran—Proposed by Dr. O'Connell, seconded Dr. 
Meade. 

Prof. B. O'Donnell—Proposed by Dr. O'Connell, seconded 
Cllr. Carroll. 

Cllr. Mrs. Glenn—Proposed by Dr. Walker, seconded Dr. J. 
Cullen. 

Miss Lacey — Proposed by Mr. Ruane, seconded Mr. 
Corrigan. 

There being no further nominations, the four persons pro
posed were elected unanimously to the membership of the 
Regional Hospital Board. 

126/74 NOTICES OF MOTION 

(a) The fol lowing motion in the name of Mr. K. Harrington 
was seconded by Mr. H. Corrigan: 

" That the Eastern Health Board request that the 
Ministers for Health and Education proceed as a matter 
of extreme urgency: 

1. To amend the Dentists Act, 1928; 

2. To provide adequate facilities for the teaching of 
Dentistry and its ancillary subjects; 

3. To provide adequate Dental Consultant facilities in 
Ireland; 

4. To make full use of existing Dental Surgeons for the 
treatment of eligible Health Act patients." 
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Mr. Harrington gave the meeting a comprehensive descrip
tion of the current inadequate teaching arrangements for 
Dentists in Ireland and Mr. Corcoran fully supported Mr. 
Harrington's description of the situation. 

Dr. O'Connell and Cl!r. Mrs. Glenn complimented Mr. 
Harrington on the very fine way in which he had documented 
the motion. Cllr. Duming, Dr. Cullen and Dr. Jennings con
tributed to the debate, after which it was unanimously agreed 
that Mr. Harrington should submit documentation for the 
information of the members for the November meeting. 

(b) The following motions in the name of Dr. J. O'Connell 
were seconded by Cllr. Durning:— 

(i) "That the Eastern Health Board requests the Chief 
Executive Officer to arrange meetings between health 
board officials and generai practitioners in the G.M.S. 
to discuss various aspects of the choice of doctor 
scheme." 

(i i) "That the Eastern Health Board requests the Chief 
Executive Officer to examine the feasibility of setting 
up its own cardiac ambulance service." 

( i ) The Programme Manager, Community Care, gave an 
explanation to the meeting that the officers were already having 
discussions with generai practitioners but undertook as a 
result of the proposer's wishes to introduce a series of meet
ings with genera! practitioners to discuss the latter's problems 
and indeed to inform them of the Board's problems. 

( i i ) The Chief Executive Officer informed the meeting that 
he would arrange with the Dublin Medical Officer, Dr. O'Do.o-
nell, to prepare a report on this subject. 

127/74 CORRESPONDENCE 

(a) Letter of 9th September, 1974 from the Irish Dental 
Association requesting that the Board would recommend 
to the Minister for Health the appointment of Dr. J. D. 
O'Mahony, M.B., B.Ch., to fill one of the ten positions on 
the Dublin Dental Hospital Board. 

This was agreed to unanimously 'by the members. 

(b) Letter dated 25th September, 1974 from the Town Clerk, 
Athy Urban District Council containing the following 
resolution was read'— 
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'That the provisions of the Health Act, 1971 be im
plemented in Athy by discontinuing the Dispensary 
system still in operation here." 

It was unanimously agreed to refer this matter to the Kildare 
Local Health Committee. 

The meeting terminated at 8.30 p.m. 

CORRECT: 

E. 0 Caoimh, 
Chief Executive Officer. 

Signed:  

 
CHAIRMAN. 




