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45 4/4/1974 

EASTERN HEALTH BOARD 
Minutes of Proceedings of Monthly Meeting of the Eastern 
Health Board held in the Boardroom, St. Brendan's Hospital, 

Grangegorman, on 4th April, 1974 at 6 p.m. 

Present: 

Berry, Commissioner John 
Brady, Councillor M. 
Burke, Councillor P. J. 
Corrigan, Mr. Hugh P. 
Cullen, Dr. J. 
Cunningham, Councillor 

Michael 
Dockrell, Deputy H. P. 
Guinan, Councillor J. 
Hayes, Commissioner L. 
Hickey, Councillor P. 
Jennings, Dr. P. C. 
Kinsella, Miss Kay 

Leonard, Commissioner T. 
McCormick, Dr. James 
Mahon, Councillor A. 
Mahon, Dr. J. R. 
Meade, Dr. A. 
O'Flynn, Mr. D. 
O'Keeffe, Commissioner J. 
Ruane, Mr. Martin 
Sweeney, Councillor J. 
Timmons, Deputy Eugene 
Timmins, Deputy G. 
Walker, Dr. J. 

Apologies for Absence: 

Mr. J. Corcoran, M.B.; Dr. J. Stephen Doyle, Mr. K. Harrington, 
B.D.S.; Miss Mary Lacey, and Councillor J. Temple. 

Councillor P. Hickey, Chairman, presided. 

Officers in Attendance: 

Mr. E. 0 Caoimh, 
Chief Executive Officer 

Mr. J. J. Nolan 
Deputy Chief Executive 
Officer 

Prof. Ivor Browne, 
Chief Psychiatrist 

Prof. B. O'Donnell, 
Dublin Medical Officer 

Mr. F. J. Donohue, 
Programme Manager, 
Community Care 

Mr. J. F. Reynolds, 
Finance Officer 

Mr. R. N. Lamb, 
Personnel Officer 

Mr. F. Elliott, 
Planning & Eval. Officer 

Mr. P. J. Swords 
Mr. J. Clarke 
Mr. F. J. McCullough 
Mr. H. Dunne 
Mr. J. Doyle 
Mr. A. O'Brien 
Mr. K. Quinn 
Mr. P. A. Sheehan 
Miss L. O'Kelly 
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39/74 CONDOLENCE 
The Chairman advised the meeting of the recent death of 

Mr. Charles O'Callaghan, Clerk of Works, and paid tribute to 
him for his outstanding service to the Board and to its pre
decessors. The members stood in silence as a mark of respect 
and directed that the Board's sympathy be conveyed to the 
widow and family of the deceased. 

40/74 CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 
The minutes of the meeting of the 7th March, 1974 having 

been circulated were confirmed on a proposal by Commis
sioner Leonard, seconded by Cllr. Mahon, subject to the 
inclusion in Minute 38/74 (a) of the following, after the word 
"noted" , "if R.T.E. were prepared to implement the new 
code of ethics relating to the advertising of alcoholic drinks 
the basis for many of the present complaints would be 
removed." 

41/74 PROCEEDINGS OF COMMITTEES 

The Reports of the proceedings of the following Committees 
having been circulated were confirmed. 
(a) No. 1 Visiting Committee meeting held at District 

Hospital, Bait in glass on 14th March, 1974. 
(b) No. 2 Visiting Committee meeting held at Central Mental 

Hospital, Dundrum on 4th March, 1974. 

Arising from this report Mr. Ruane queried why the report 
of the working party was not available to members of the 
Board before being released to the Press and the Chief 
Executive Officer explained that he was satisfied that no officer 
of the Board had released the information. Dr. McCormick 
suggested that the "Press Council Code" might be used to 
prevent this sort of thing happening in the future. 

Replying to Mr. Ruane regarding the employment of 
psychiatric nurses in Dundrum, Professor Browne stated that 
the special needs of persons detained there required a multi-
disciplinary team approach in which psychiatric nurses could 
have a role, and went on to explain that the emphasis now
adays was on therapeutic work. The current arrangements 
regarding hours and days of working by psychiatric nurses 
and the system of promotion were not conducive to the 
fulfilment of that role. 
(c) No. 3 Visiting Committee meeting held at St. Vincent's 

Hospital, Athy, on 7th March, 1974. 
(d) No. 3 Visiting Committee meeting held at St. Mary's 

Hospital, Naas, on 7th March, 1974. 
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42/74 QUESTIONS 

On a proposal by Councillor P. J. Burke, seconded by 
Councillor J. Sweeney, it was unanimously resolved that the 
Chief Executive Officer should answer the questions put. 

Question: Dr. A. Meade to ask: 

"Wi th reference to Chief Executive Officer's Report on the 
Choice of Doctor Scheme No. 2/1974 and the payments to 
doctors, could he please inform the Board how many doctors 
who were paid over £500 during the month of August, 1974 
have 

(a) one or more assistants in practice; 

(b) were using deputising or locum services to enable 
them to render such a high number of services." 

Reply: 
The information at (a) and (b) is not readily available at 

present. It is understood that the Payments Board is preparing 
comprehensive data on all aspects of the Choice of Doctor 
Scheme. The compilation of the information is at an advanced 
stage and will be made available to Health Boards. When the 
information requested is available the question will be re-
tabled on the Board's Agenda. 

43/74 REPORT OF SUB-COMMITTEE WORKING PARTY 
ON THE PROVISION OF A NEW UNIT AT 
CENTRAL MENTAL HOSPITAL, DUNDRUM 

The Working Party report having been circulated was dis
cussed and as the Board's approval in principle to the building 
of units referred to in the report had been received already 
the question of staffing recommended in the report was raised 
by Mr. Ruane. Miss Kinsella considered that when the work
ing party policy was being implemented a working party to 
study the welfare aspects of the patients should also be set 
up and on the suggestion of the Chairman agreed to table a 
motion for a future meeting. Dr. McCormick did not agree 
with the working party's recommendation to employ young 
therapists as he felt that this would appear to eliminate 
dedicated and experienced staff. Dr. Cullen and Professor 
Browne also contributed to the general discussion. 

44/74 DISPOSAL OF LAND AT BALHEARY 

The following report No. 20/1974 from the Chief Executive 
Officer was submitted:— 
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"Resulting from the reorganisation of water supplies to St. 
Ita's Hospital, the above site is no longer required for use by 
the Board. The site is shown on a map which is submitted 
with this report. 

The area of the site is 3 acres 0 roods 33 perches 23 sq. 
yards. This land was purchased by the Joint Committee of 
Grangegorman Mental Hospital from Michael K. Walsh of 
Balheary House, Swords, Co. Dublin in 1934. 

The Board's Valuer has valued the site at £2,500 and 
Dublin Co. Council have offered to purchase the site for this 
sum and to pay the proper legal costs. 

It is the Council's intention to use the site for road widen
ing. This report is submitted in conformity with Section 83 
of the Local Government Act, 1946. 

Section 83 provides that at the first meeting of the Eastern 
Health Board held after the expiration of ten clear days from 
the date of the circulation of this report, the Board may resolve 
that the disposal of this property as proposed shall not be 
carried out, or that it shall be carried out in accordance with 
terms specified in the resolution. If the Board resolves that 
the disposal shall not be carried out, it shall not be carried out. 

On the other hand, if the Board does not pass a resolution 
as to the manner in which the disposal shall be carried out, 
the disposal may, with the consent of the Minister for Health, 
be carried out in the manner set out above." 

On a proposal by Mr. D. O'Flynn, seconded by Deputy 
Dockrell, the following motion was unanimously resolved:— 

"That the proposals outlined in Report No. 20/1974 be 
adopted." 

45/74 CHOICE OF DOCTOR SCHEME 
INVESTIGATION OF COMPLAINTS AGAINST 

MEDICAL PRACTITIONERS 

Report No. 17/1974 from the Chief Executive Officer was 
submitted in which it was stated that in the event of com
plaints against a medical practitioner for failing to meet his 
obligations under the Choice of Doctor Scheme, that it would 
be necessary to have a member of the Board who was a 
medical practitioner available for consultation and investiga
tion. The Chief Executive Officer advised that it would be wise 
to elect two members so as to have a substitute available if 
for any reason a member was not available. The following 
were proposed: 
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(1) Dr. A. Meade — Proposed by Dr. McCormick 
Seconded by Dr. Walker 

(2) Dr. P.Jennings — Proposed by Dr. Cullen 
Seconded by Mr. H. Corrigan 

The Board agreed unanimously to the appointment of both 
of the above members to the investigations committee. 

46/74 MEATH HOSPITAL ACT 1952 ELECTION OF 
MEMBERS 

The following Report No. 18/1974 from the Chief Executive 
Officer was submitted: 

"Under the Health Act, 1970 (Adaptation) Regulations 
1972 the Eastern Health Board appoint 11 nominees to the 
Meath Hospital Board. 

For the information of the members the following are its 
current representatives:— 

Alderman Philip A. Brady, T.D., M.P.S.I., P.C., "Santessa", 
14 Leicester Avenue, Rathgar. 

Councillor P. J. Burke, 251 Swords Road, Santry, Dublin 9. 
Councillor John Boland, 94 Monastery Road, Clondalkin, 

Co. Dublin. 
Councillor J. Connolly, 39 Hughes Road, Walkinstown, 

Dublin 12. 
Councillor H. P. Dockrell, T.D., 105 Newtownpark Avenue, 

Blackrock. 
Councillor Miss M. Ennis, Springhill, Garristown, Co. Dublin. 
Mr. John J. Hunt, 94 Griffith Avenue, Dublin 9. 
Prof. Ivor Browne, Chief Psychiatrist, Eastern Health Board. 
Cllr. J. Guinan, 13 Thornhill Road, Mt. Merrion, Co. Dublin. 
Dr. Angela Mclnerney, Huntstown House, Mulhuddart, Co. 

Dublin. 
The current vacancy is created by the death of the late Mr. 

Matt. Gallagher. 
The Meath Hospital have requested that the Board nominate 

another member to fill this vacancy. It is a matter for the 
Board to so arrange." 

A letter was read from the Meath Hospital Board paying 
great tribute to the late Mr. M. Gallagher for his services to 
their Board. Two candidates were proposed for the vacancy: 

(1) Mr. P. Gallagher —Proposed by Cllr. P. J. Burke 
Seconded by Cllr. J. Guinan 

(2) Commissioner J. Berry—Proposed by Comm. O'Keeffe 
Seconded by Comm. Hayes 
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For Mr. Gallagher: 12 Votes— 
Cllr. Brady, Cllr. Burke, Dr. Cullen, Cllr. Cunningham, Cllr. 

Guinan, Cllr. P. Hickey, Commissioner Leonard, Dr. McCor-
mick, Cllr. Mahon, Dr. Meade, Cllr. J. Sweeney, Deputy E. 
Timmons. 

For Commissioner Berry: 12 Votes— 
Commissioner Berry, Mr. H. Corrigan, Deputy Dockrell, 

Commissioner Hayes, Dr. Jennings, Miss Kinsella, Dr. Mahon, 
Mr. O'Flynn, Commissioner O'Keeffe, Mr. Ruane, Deputy 
Timmins, Dr. Walker. 

The Chairman exercised his casting vote in favour of Mr. 
Gallagher, who was declared elected. 

47/74 NOTICES OF MOTION 

(a) The fol lowing motion in the names of Cllrs. Brady, Temple 
and Sweeney, was deferred to the next meeting due to 
the absence of CouncillorTemple: 

"That we request the Minister for Health to restore to 
members of the Eastern Health Board and Local Health 
Committees the privilege of issuing temporary health 
cards in cases of emergency." 

(b) The fol lowing motion in the name of Mr. M. Ruane was 
seconded by Miss Kinsella: 

"I hereby request the Eastern Health Board to give 
encouragement and support to all members of its staff 
who wish to further their training and experience wi thout 
incurring any professional or financial loss." 

Mr. Ruane explained the reasons for the motion and he 
was very pleased to learn from the Personnel Department that 
they were very much in favour of furthering the training and 
experience of the various staffs of the Board. He was also 
very anxious that recognition under the Superannuation Acts 
should be allowed for any time given by an officer in a course 
of study or training. After a short discussion to which the 
fol lowing members contributed, Dr. McCormick, Miss Kinsella, 
Dr. Walker, Mr. O'Flynn, Cllr. Brady, Dr. Cullen, Commis
sioner Hayes, Cllr. Burke, and to which the Personnel Officer 
replied, the motion was unanimously adopted in principle. 

48/74 CORRESPONDENCE 

(a) The fol lowing letter dated 22nd March, 1974 from the 
Department of Health was read and noted:— 

"I am directed by the Minister for Health to state that 
he has noted your letter of 11th March, 1974 regarding 
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the resolution by your Board concerning the right of 
appeal to him by Health Boards against decisions of 
Comhairle na n-Ospideal." 

(b ) The following letter dated 14th March, 1974 from the 
Dublin Corporation was read: 

"I wish to inform you that the Commissioners for the 
Corporation, having considered Report No. 43/1974 
(copy enclosed) at their Monthly Meeting on 4th March, 
1974 adopted the following resolution: 

'It is hereby resolved that the Right Honourable the 
Lord Mayor, Aldermen and Burgesses of Dublin note the 
contents of Report No. 43/1974 and that Dublin Cor
poration, subject to the consent of the Minister for Local 
Government, enter into an arrangement with the Eastern 
Health Board pursuant to Section 25 of the Health Act , 
1970, whereby the Board will administer for the period 
from 1st Apri l , 1974 to 31st December, 1975 on behalf 
of the Corporation the powers, functions and duties of 
the Corporation relating to public assistance services for 
its public assistance district as specified in Section 84 
of the Health Act, 1970 and relating to the Cheap Fuel 
Scheme under the Social Welfare (Miscellaneous Pro
visions) Act, 1957, and that the City Seal be affixed to 
any necessary documents.' 

I have requested the consent of the Minister for Local 
Government to the proposed arrangement." 

On a proposal by Commissioner Hayes, seconded by Com
missioner Berry, the Board agreed to undertake services as 
requested. 

49/74 GENERAL 

(a) Mr. J. J. Nolan, Deputy Chief Executive Officer, advised 
the meeting that the Catholic Institute for the Deaf, Sti l l-
organ, had advised the Board that it was disposing of a 
small plot of ground, part of its property, and the mem
bers offered no objection to the sale. 

(b) The Chief Executive Officer advised the members that 
the financial allocation for the current year had not been 
received from the Department of Health but that as soon 
as it was available he would consult with the Chairman 
and fix a date for a meeting to consider the allocation. 
Miss K. Kinsella raised the question of the payment of a 
grant to a group called the Community Health Education 
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Centre and the Chief Executive Officer stated that until 
the allocation was available he would not be in a position 
to report. 

(c) Councillor Mahon raised the question of the alteration 
of the geographical definitions of the catchment areas 
for north and south Kildare based on St. Loman's and 
St. Dympna's, Carlow. After a short discussion to which 
Commissioner Hayes and Councillor Mahon spoke, it 
was moved by Dr. McCormick and seconded by Dr. 
Walker that a report be available at the next meeting of 
the Board on this subject. 

The meeting terminated at 7.30 p.m. 

CORRECT: 

Eoghan 0 Caoimh 

Chief Executive Officer 

CHAIRMAN




