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Strategic Initiative

I am delighted to be associated with the Dental Health Foundation’s Strategy document
which sets out the organisation’s work to improve oral health for all people in the country
over the next five years.
I fully support the important work of the Dental Health Foundation. Despite great
improvements in the health status of people in recent years, oral health remains a key issue
and I am particularly glad to see the emphasis on targeting people in greatest need of
support including minorities, children and the elderly.
I congratulate the Dental Health Foundation on this important contribution to national
efforts to promote better health and the quality of life for all our people and wish them
every success with their important work.

Bertie Ahern, T.D.
TAOISEACH
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Services Research Centre, University College,
Cork and the Centre for Health Promotion
Studies, NUI Galway, that we can be
confident about the future.
The Foundation is fortunate to have a
dedicated staff guided by the vision and

It gives me great pleasure to present the

leadership of our Executive Director, Deirdre
Sadlier. Her commitment and determination

first strategic initiative of the Dental Health

in progressing oral health issues into the

Foundation. The purpose of the strategy is

mainstream health agenda is commendable.

to clarify the role of the organisation and to

I would also like to acknowledge the

work in a more focused way with the

valuable guidance and assistance of the

coalitions and partnerships developed since

Office for Health Management in this

the establishment of the Foundation.

strategy development process.

This strategy marks a new era for the

As Chairman of the Board of Trustees I offer

Foundation and the many challenges that

my full support in the implementation of

lie ahead. However, the Foundation has

this Strategy Document.

enjoyed the strong support and involvement
of the dental profession in its work. It is
with this continuing co-operation and that

Dr. Brendan Pigott

of the Department of Health and Children,

CHAIRMAN

Health Boards, our collaborative partners,
such as the Cork and Dublin Dental Schools
and Hospitals, the WHO Oral Health
5
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vulnerable. Members of minority groups,
such as Travellers, also experience a
disproportionate level of oral health
problems. Individuals with disabilities or
special needs are also at a greater risk of
oral diseases, which in turn, further
jeopardises their health.

The Dental Health Foundation’s Strategic
Initiative provides a focus and context for
the Foundation’s work over the next five
years. It also builds on the valuable
coalitions and goodwill that the Foundation
has developed with a wide range of
professional groups, government and private

The launch of the National Health
Promotion Strategy 2000 - 2005 provides a
new impetus for the Foundation to develop
and support actions that will reduce these
inequities and effect the changes we need
to maintain and improve oral health for all
Irish society.

sector and the wider community since its
establishment by the dental profession
twenty-one years ago.

As Executive Director of the Dental Health
Foundation, I look forward to the
implementation of this Strategic Initiative.

Oral disease in Ireland restricts activities in
school, work and home and often
significantly diminishes the quality of life.

Deirdre Sadlier
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Those who suffer the main burden of oral
diseases are found amongst all ages of the
poorer socio-economic groupings, with
children and older people particularly
7

The Dental Health Foundation plays an

and awareness of the importance of oral

important role in facilitating and supporting

health.

the promotion of oral health in Ireland. The

8

Foundation has worked closely (and

The Foundation strongly advocates that oral

continues to do so) with the Department of

health has a significant impact on the

Health and Children including its Health

overall health and well-being of the Irish

Promotion Unit, providing a focus for oral

population. A framework for action that

health within the wider context of health

integrates oral health into overall health is

promotion in Ireland. It also provides a

therefore critical if we are to see further

complimentary role to public health bodies

gains in this sector. This is an essential

on a national basis.

component of our mission.

In the course of the past 30 years great

Among the documents which guide current

progress has been made in improving the

policy and define the strategic priorities of

oral health of Irish people. However, not all

the Foundation are: Shaping a Healthier

Irish people are achieving the same degree

Future - A Strategy for Effective Healthcare

of oral health. In many instances, socio-

in the 1990’s1, the 1994 Dental Health

economic factors are an explanation for the

Action Plan2, the 1995 Health Promotion

range of complex disparities in oral health.

Strategy: Making the Healthier Choice The

A lack of access to community programmes,

Easier Choice3, The Department of Health

physical disabilities and other illnesses, are

and Children’s 1998 -2001 Strategy

clearly barriers to oral health in Ireland.

Statement4, Oral Health in Ireland5 and

Another major barrier to seeking and

more recently the National Health

obtaining professional oral health care

Promotion Strategy for the years 2000 -

relates to a lack of public understanding

2005.6

The Dental Health Foundation has identified

activity, a multi-partnership approach and a

five strategic objectives for the next five

multi-professional approach. The

years. These objectives provide a valuable

Foundation will continually review, modify

focus for our work, improving the

and strengthen this strategic initiative in

opportunities for meaningful oral health

the light of experiences and changing

gain for the whole population.

priorities. The current level of grant aid

These objectives are: -

provided by the Department of Health and

• To strengthen the Foundation’s
advocacy role.

Children has enabled the Foundation to
accelerate its organisational development
considerably. It proposes to seek an

• To provide information and education on
fluorides.

additional increase in line with its strategic
objectives during the next five year period

• To develop programmes and
information specifically tailored to meet
the special needs groups in Irish society.

and also to enhance funding support from

• To take a multi-sectoral approach in the
promotion of oral health.

The Foundation’s strategy development is

• To provide support for health
professionals.

discussions, critical appraisal of our previous

other appropriate agencies.

based on a broad and diverse range of
programmes and models of best practice in
similar organisations internationally. It also

This strategic initiative aims to clarify the

draws on the wide range of expertise and

role and the objectives of the Foundation,

experience amongst the dental profession,

giving it a clear focus for the future. It

government agencies and officials,

provides a framework within which work

community groups, health professionals,

programmes will be designed, implemented

educators, researchers and the business

and evaluated over the next five years and

sector.

is based on the values of inclusiveness,
partnership, independence, evidence-based
9

The Dental Health Foundation’s work will

viewed on the Foundation’s website at

be informed directly by the Department of

www.dentalhealth.ie

Health and Children’s plan for improving the
oral health of Irish people.

Each year the Foundation will produce a
service plan setting out its work reflecting

The Foundation is a charitable trust and its

the five strategic objectives of: advocacy;

‘declaration of trust’ outlines the

information and education on fluorides;

governance and management requirements

people with special needs; multi-sectoral

for the organisation. Membership of the

working; and supporting health

board is set out on page 19 of this

professionals. The plan will be guided by the

document.

public dental services priorities. Ongoing
research and consultation amongst

In particular, the Foundation’s commitment

consumer groups and allied partners in

to an evidence based approach to its work,

health promotion will also provide

underpins the priority that is placed on core

information.

partnership programmes with the
Department of Health and Children, the

Funding support will be provided by the

Health Promotion Unit, the Health Boards,

Department of Health and Children, subject

the universities including the Dental Schools

to agreement of each year’s service plan.

and Centres of Research. The Foundation

Revenue from other appropriate sources will

also works with many other agencies and

be sought to supplement programme

individuals both within the dental

developments.

profession, allied health and education
professionals and the wider community.
Examples of such work programmes can be
10

‘The Mission of the Dental Health Foundation is to promote oral health in Ireland, by providing
effective resources or interventions and by influencing policy, through a multi-sectoral,
partnership approach.’
The mission will become a reality through:
•

Taking an inclusive approach that caters for the needs of minority groups, without
exception.

•

Using the Foundation’s independence from vested interests by providing resources and
advocating policies for the sole objective of effective oral health promotion.

•

Investing resources in initiatives that are based on sound scientific research.

•

Taking a broad multi-sectoral approach to raise awareness of oral health.

11

The Foundation’s mission statement broadly indicates the future direction of the Foundation
and is the basis for this strategic initiative. The challenges for the future can be summarised as
follows:
•

To continue the momentum of current efforts and expand the capacity of the
organisation and support the need for an effective health infrastructure that integrates
oral health effectively into the overall health agenda.

•

To raise awareness of oral health issues amongst legislators and public officials at all
levels of Irish Government and at EU policy levels.

•

To broaden public understanding of the importance of oral health and its relevance to
general health.

•

To ensure that existing and future preventive, diagnostic, and treatment measures for
oral diseases are made available to all Irish people.

12

The Dental Health Foundation is a non-

The Foundation believes that resources

profit making, non-political, and equal

should be invested in initiatives that are

opportunities organisation, which has a

based on sound scientific research. An

number of key values that form the basis

evidence-based approach is incorporated

and ethos of its work:

into all aspects of the Foundation’s work.
Activities must be based on clearly

The 1994 Department of Health Strategy

identified needs and contain a strong

Document refers to evidence of health

monitoring and evaluation aspect.

inequalities among groups with special
needs. The 1994 ‘Four Year Dental Health

The consultative statement on Health Policy,

Action Plan’ and the ‘Health Promotion

‘Health the Wider Dimension’ (1986),

Strategy 2000 - 2005’ reaffirms the

recognised that in health programmes

importance of health and social gain by

concerned with lifestyles, influences beyond

providing direction for actions targeted at

the control of the individual, need to be

the most vulnerable members of our society,

addressed through the use of a broad multi-

that is people with social, economic, health,

sectoral approach. The Foundation believes

educational and intellectual disability. The

in the need to work with the general public

Foundation believes in the need for an

and to involve all the key players such as

inclusive approach to oral health promotion,

food producers, retailers, the consumer oral

targeting special needs and minority groups.

hygiene products industry, food agencies,
dental professionals, allied professionals,

The Foundation values its status as an

educators, government departments and the

independent body, capable of providing

media.

resources and advocating policies for the
sole objective of oral health promotion.
13

A comprehensive strategy for oral health
promotion must achieve a balance in the
application of resources between those
yielding immediate results and those
invested in improved outcomes in the
longer term. Balance must also be achieved
between providing a physical and social
environment, which supports healthy
choices and the responsibility of individuals
to maintain their own health.
The Foundation believes that there is a need
for an audit and evaluation process to
measure the quality of service provision. A
review process is required towards attaining
targets and to highlight areas, which
require remedial action.

14

Activity by the Dental Health Foundation

about specific issues that will have an

over the next five years will be carried out

impact on the oral health of Irish adults and

in order to achieve the following strategic

children. As advocates for oral health, the

objectives:

Foundation will run information
programmes to ensure that the public and

•

To strengthen the Foundation’s
advocacy role.

•

To provide information and education
on fluorides.

oral health.

•

To develop programmes and information
specifically tailored to meet the special
needs groups in Irish society.

To achieve this strategic objective, the
Dental Health Foundation will:

relevant organisations are aware of the
positive and negative risk factors affecting

•

To take a multi-sectoral approach in the
promotion of oral health.

•

To provide support for health
professionals.

Achieving Strategic Objectives
Advocacy Role
The role of advocacy is fundamental to
public health. It involves informing and

• Monitor and make submissions to
government on policy initiatives that
will impact on oral health.
• Develop a media information service
that will provide evidence based
research for public consumption.
• Develop public information campaigns
that will influence, encourage and
motivate the public into using sound
oral health practices.
• Develop quality check guidelines for the
public, who access information on oral
health on the worldwide web.

educating government and community
leaders, the media and decision makers,
15

Information and Education on
Fluorides
The dental health of children and adults has
improved dramatically in the Republic of

• Provide information for parents and
carers on the correct amount of
fluoride toothpaste use for children
aged seven years of age and under in
particular.

Ireland over the past thirty years, mainly
due to the widespread availability of
fluoride in the public water supplies and in
toothpaste. Adults now have more natural
teeth and have fewer teeth affected by
tooth decay. The availability of fluoride also
benefits children in that it reduces the
possibility of dental abscesses and decay;

Special Needs Groups
Overall oral health of Irish adults and
children has improved dramatically in the
past thirty years however, some important
inequalities and oral health concerns
remain.

the risk of toothache; and reduces the need
for tooth extractions and general

People with intellectual disabilities may not

anaesthesia.

be aware that they suffer from oral health
problems. They may not be able to
communicate adequately their need for

To achieve this strategic objective the
Dental Health Foundation will:
• Provide balanced information on
water fluoridation for the media and
general public.
• Provide support for dental and
public health professionals on fluoride
issues.
• Promote the increased use of fluoride
toothpaste amongst disadvantaged
communities and non-fluoride areas.
16

dental care and they often rely on their
carers and health professionals to act as
their advocates, who in turn may not
perceive oral health as a high priority.
People with specific medical conditions such
as congenital heart disease or diabetes
develop oral disease and require specially
tailored preventative regimes. Other special
needs groups such as the Travelling
community, the homeless, or people living
in disadvantaged communities may not

enjoy equality of access to dental services

recognised that in health programmes

and may also require specifically developed

concerned with lifestyles, influences beyond

oral health communications programmes.

the control of the individual need to be
addressed through the use of a broad multi-

To achieve this strategic objective the

sectoral approach.

Dental Health Foundation will:
It is also well established that the mouth
• Develop programmes and information

reflects general health and well-being.

specifically tailored to meet the special

General health risk factors, such as tobacco,

oral health needs of minority groups,

alcohol use and poor dietary practices,

people suffering from disadvantage or

common to chronic diseases e.g.

deprivation, or those suffering from

cardiovascular diseases and cancer, also

physical or intellectual disabilities.

affect oral and craniofacial health. It is
clear therefore that when considering

• Support the development of
communications methods that inform
minority groups such as the homeless,
the Traveller Community and refugees as
to how they can access dental care.

strategies for the control of oral diseases,
they should not be developed in isolation,
but as part of a “common risk factor
approach” designed to control those risks
common to a number of these diseases.
For all health professionals and the wider

• Develop a clearinghouse for information
on oral conditions that affect people
with disability.

community, the common risk factor
approach is particularly efficient in health
promotion. This will involve working with
the general public and involve all the key

A Multi-sectoral Approach

players such as food producers, retailers, the

The consultative statement on health policy,

consumer oral hygiene products industry,

‘Health the Wider Dimension (1986)’,

food agencies, dental professionals,
17

educators, government departments and the

of high level technical support, which the

media.

public also perceives as a component and
credible source of practical expertise. It also

To achieve this strategic objective the

involves sharing research and results on the

Dental Health Foundation will:

most current developments in dental public
health and related matters, either by

• Promote the development of health
interventions, policies and community
approaches based on a shared common
risk factor approach on tobacco,
nutrition, alcohol and accidents, injuries
and stress.
• Encourage greater collaboration and cooperation reducing unnecessary
duplication between dental and public
health agencies involved in public
information.
• Promote the role of the dental
profession in smoking cessation
programmes and other anti-tobacco
measures.

publication or through the Foundation’s
formal and informal partnerships.
To achieve this strategic objective the
Dental Health Foundation will:
• Provide training support in oral health
promotion skills for dental teams and
allied professionals involved in the
various settings.
• Act as a source of expertise and
knowledge for healthcare providers and
dental practices aimed at improving
provision of good quality, evidence
based information for providers and
producers of information.

Supporting Health Professionals
The national health promotion policy gives
prominence to the need for preparation and
training in health promotion for health
workers to support the re-orientation of the
delivery of health services to a health
promotion approach. Supporting health
professionals also requires a reliable source
18

• Establish and maintain a database of
people, projects and publications.
• Promote the integrity of advertised
dental messages and products by
commercial vendors.
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APPENDIX 2: Good Oral Health
(Excerpt from the National Health
Promotion Strategy 2000 - 2005)
Oral Health is achieved when the teeth and the
oral environment are not only healthy but also
comfortable and functional and there is an
absence of sources of infection which may
affect general health. This state of oral health
should persist for life, which given a healthy
lifestyle, is achievable for the majority of the
population.
The two main oral diseases are dental caries or
dental decay and periodontal or gum disease.
However, other significant conditions affecting
the oral tissues are oral cancer and dentofacial
trauma.
There are a number of risk factors, which are
associated with both general health and oral
health. Tobacco, diet and alcohol are risk factors
that are common to oral diseases as well as
cardiovascular disease and cancers including
oral cancer. Accidents, injuries and stress also
affect oral health as well as general health.
The oral health of Irish people has improved
over the last 40 years. The main reasons for this
improvement are water fluoridation and the
widespread availability of fluoride toothpaste.
Medical cardholders have the greatest need for
dental treatment and are more likely to have no
natural teeth89.
The results of the HBSC survey shows that the
level of risk for dental decay is still high24.
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Ireland amongst 28 countries internationally,
has a very high reported consumption of sweets,
confectionery and soft drinks while at the same
time having less than adequate oral hygiene
practices.
Strategic aim: to improve the level of oral
health in the general population with a
particular emphasis on people with special
needs.

Objectives:
To promote the use of fluoride toothpaste
amongst lower socio-economic groups and
people living in non-fluoridated areas.
To educate parents and carers of the need to
supervise oral hygiene practices of children
under seven years and to ensure the appropriate
use of only a small pea size amount of fluoride
toothpaste.
To prioritise oral health promotion initiatives
for special needs groups, for example, people
with disabilities, socially deprived groups, the
Traveller Community and refugees.
To work in partnership to develop and
implement health promotion programmes that
promote oral health.
To support the implementations of the
recommendations in the report Oral Health in
Ireland90, Building Healthier Hearts17, Towards a
Tobacco Free Society46, the Cancer Services in
Ireland: A National Strategy86, the National
Alcohol Policy19 and the Government Strategy for
Road Safety 1998-200291 that promote and
protect oral health.

APPENDIX 3: Risk Factors for General and Oral Health

▼▼
▼

Obesity

Smoking
▼
▼

▼ ▼

Diet

Diabetes

▼
▼

Cancers
▼

▼

Cardiovascular Disease

▼

▼

▼

Stress

▼
▼

Alcohol

Respiratory Disease
▼
▼

Mental Illness

▼
▼

Exercise
▼

Control
Dental Caries

Hygiene

▼

▼

Periodontal Disease
Skin Disease

Injuries
▼

Trauma - Teeth & Bones
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APPENDIX 4: Communications List
Government Departments
Department of the Taoiseach
Department of Arts, Culture & the Gaeltacht
Department of Education & Science
Department of Enterprise, Trade & Employment
Department of Social, Community & Family
Affairs
Department of the Environment & Local
Government
Dental Organisations
Within Ireland
Dental Council, Ireland
International Association for Dental
Research (Irish Division)
Irish Academy of American Trained
Graduate Specialists
Irish Association of Dental Surgery
Auxiliaries
Irish Dental Association
Irish Dental Hygienists Association
Irish Dental Technicians Association
Irish Dental Trade Association
Irish Society of Dentistry for Children
Irish Society of Periodontology
Irish Endodontic Society
Orthodontic Society of Ireland
Post-Graduate Medical & Dental Board
Royal Academy of Medicine in Ireland
(Odontological Section)
Royal College of Surgeons in Ireland,
Faculty of Dentistry
Within Europe
British Dental Association
British Dental Health Foundation
Council of European Chief Dental
Officers
European Association of Dental Public
Health
National Alliance for Equity in Dental
Health
Oral Health Promotion Research Group
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The Association for Dental Education in
Europe
The National Centre for Continuing
Professional Education of Dentists, UK
Outside Europe
Australian Dental Health Foundation
Canadian Dental Association
Fédération Dentaire Internationale
Oral Health America
American Dental Association
Centre for Disease Control, Atlanta, USA
National Institutes of Health, USA
World Health Organisation
National Agencies/Organisations
Within Ireland
Age Action Ireland
An Bord Altranas
An Bord Glas
ASH Ireland
Association of Health Promotion and Health
Education Officers in the ROI
Association of Teachers of Home Economics
Barnardos (Ireland)
Catholic Guides of Ireland
Cleft Lip and Palate Association of Ireland
Combat Poverty Agency
Consumers Association of Ireland
CORI (Conference of Religious of Ireland)
Council for the Status of People with Disabilities
Council on Ageing and Older People
Disability Federation of Ireland
Downs Syndrome Association
Dublin Healthy Cities Project
Economic and Social Research Institute
ENFO
Equality Authority
Food Safety Authority
Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Information Centre
Health Research Board
Industrial Development Authority
Information Society Commission
Institute of Community Health Nursing

Institute of Nutritionists and Dieticians in
Ireland
Institute of Public Administration
Institute of Public Health in Ireland
Irish Cancer Society
Irish Centre for Continuing Pharmaceutical
Education
Irish College of General Practitioners
Irish Epilepsy Association
Irish Heart Foundation
Irish Medical Organisation
Irish Medicines Board
Irish National Health Promoting Hospitals
Network
Irish Network of Health Promoting Schools
Irish Osteoporosis Society
Irish Pharmaceutical Healthcare Association
Irish Pharmaceutical Union
Irish Society for Quality in Healthcare
Jesuit Centre for Faith and Justice
Library Council of Ireland
Macra na Feirme
Muscular Dystrophy Ireland
National Association for the Mentally
Handicapped
National Council for the Blind
National Council for the Elderly
National Council for the Status of Women
National Council on Ageing and Older People
National Dairy Council
National Disability Authority
National Disease Surveillance Centre
National Heart Alliance
National Institute for Health Sciences &
Management
National Nutrition Surveillance Centre
National Poisons Information Centre
National Rehabilitation Centre
National Standards Authority of Ireland
National Youth Council, Ireland
Office for Health Gain
Office for Health Management
Office for Tobacco Control
Physical Education Association of Ireland
The National Parents Council
The Wheel
The Womens Health Council

Within Europe
Action and Information on Sugars
European Commission
European Network for Smoking Prevention
Health Development Agency UK
Health Education Board for Scotland
Institute of Health Education, UK
Institute of Health Promotion, UK
NHS Executive Dental Services UK
NIGZ Netherlands Institute for Health
Promotion and Disease Prevention
Northern Ireland Council for Postgraduate
Medical & Dental Education
Scottish Community Dental Services
The European Foundation of Periodontology
The European Academy of Paediatric Dentistry
The National Assembly of Wales
University of Dundee
University of Edinburgh
University of Glasgow
University of Manchester
University of Newcastle
Business Sector
Boots Chemist Ltd.
BUPA Ireland
Centra Stores
Colgate Palmolive Ireland
David Mayrs Limited
Dunnes Stores
Elida Faberge Ireland
Esat Digifone
Fiacla - Gillespies & Co Ltd.
Interfloss - O.H. Products Limited
Johnson & Johnson (Ireland) Ltd.
Jordan
Londis
Oral B Laboratories
Procter and Gamble
SmithKline Beecham (Ireland) Ltd.
Spar Supermarkets
Superquinn
SuperValue
Tesco Ireland
VHI Healthcare
Warner Lambert Ireland Ltd.
Wrigley Ltd.
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2

1
3
6

I.
2000
The Inaugural St. Apollonia Event at the Royal College of Surgeons in Ireland.
Dr. Gerard Gavin, Chief Dental Officer, Department of Health and Children.
Professor John Clarkson, Dean, Dental School TCD. Mr. Jack Winkler, Chairman, Action on Information
on Sugars, UK and Dr. Art McGann, President, Irish Dental Association.

4

5

7

8

9
10
11

14

13

12
15

Note: All names listed are left to right

2.
1996
Ireland’s EU Presidency - a meeting of the Council of European Chief Dental Officers.
Co-ordination and support by the Dental Health Foundation.
3.
2000
The Esat Digifone Young Scientist of the Year Awards,
- Dental Award category winners from Co. Kilkenny Caroline Banahan, Fiona Boland and Noreen Lacy
with Mr. Micheál Martin, TD now Minister for Health and Children, Dr. Gerard Gavin, Department of
Health and Children.
4.
1997
Den TV National Television Programme supporting the Childrens Dental Health Campaign.
“Smile of the Year” contestants with Dustin the Turkey, Socky and presenter Ray D’Arcy.
5.
2000
Oral Health Promotion Forum - an international meeting.
Professor John Clarkson, Dean, Dental School, Trinity College Dublin, Mrs Deirdre Sadlier, Dental Health
Foundation, Mr Chris Fitzgerald, Health Promotion Unit, Department of Health and Children, Dr. Lois
Cohen, National Institutes of Health, USA and Dr Helen Whelton, WHO Oral Health Services Research
Unit, University College Cork.
6.
1996
Department of Health and Children’s dinner for the Council of European Chief Dental Officers
(CECDO),
Mr. Tom Mooney, now Deputy Secretary General, Department of Health and Children,
Dr. Eva Windstrom, Secretary and Dr. Jos van den Heuvel, President, CECDO.
7.
2000
Oral Health Promotion Forum - an international meeting.
L. to R.: Professor Denis O’Mullane, Chairman BASCD/EADPH Conference, Mrs. Deirdre Sadlier, Dental
Health Foundation, Mr. Michéal Martin TD, Minister for Health & Children, Dr. Lois Cohen and Dr. David
Barmes, National Institutes of Health, USA
8.
1998
The Dental Health Campaign for the Traveller Community.
Traveller Children with Dr. Tom Moffat, Minister of State at the Department of Health and Children at
the launch of the campaign in the Dublin Dental Hospital.
9.
1999
Childrens Dental Health Awards
L. to R.: Ms. Dora Hennessey, Department of Health & Children, An Taoiseach, Mr. Bertie Ahern T.D., Dr.
Mary Ormsby, Principal Dental Surgeon, Northern Area Health Board, Mrs. Deirdre Sadlier, Executive
Director, Dental Health Foundation, with children of Our Lady Immaculate National School, Darndale,
Dublin.
10.
2000
The Summer meeting of the Society of Chief and Principal Dental Surgeons in Ireland with President,
Dr. Kay O’Leary, Mr. Pat Hayes, TD, Deputy Lord Mayor of Waterford and Mrs. Deirdre Sadlier, Dental
Health Foundation.
11.
1995
Dental Care Programme for Children with Congenital Heart Disease.
Dr. Padraig Fleming, Consultant Paediatric Dental Surgeon, Our Lady’s Hospital, Crumlin with nurse,
patient and Mrs. Deirdre Sadlier, Dental Health Foundation.
12.
1999
The Inaugural Graduation Ceremony for recipients of the Specialist Certificate in Health Promotion
(Oral Health) held at the National University of Ireland, Galway.
Recipients with Professor Cecily Kelleher, Director of the Centre for Health Promotion Studies with the
(former) President of University College Galway, Professor Pat Fotteral.
13.
2000
Launch of the “Oral Health Promotion” module of the National University of Ireland, Galway and
Dental Health Foundation, Specialist Certificate in Health Promotion (Oral Health)
Mrs. Deirdre Sadlier, Executive Director, Dental Health Foundation, Mr. Philip Watt, Director, and Mr.
Kinseka Monshengwo of the National Consultative Committee on Interculturalism and Racisim in
Ireland with the Director of Outreach Programme, National University of Ireland, Galway, Ms. Jane
Sixsmith.
14.
1999
Launch of Oral Health in Ireland
- a major information initiative: Deirdre Sadlier, Executive Director, Dental Health Foundation and
Professor Denis O’Mullane, Director, WHO Oral Health Services Research Centre University College
Cork with Sheila and Paul Whelan.
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15.
2000
Forum on Oral Health for people with Disabilities.
A partnership programme with the School of Dental Science, TCD, the Centre for the study for
Developmental Disabilities, National University of Ireland, Dublin, the Dental Health Foundation, and
the Health Boards with the support of the Department of Health and Children.

Strategic Initiative

The Dental Health Foundation Ireland

We greatly acknowledge the use of technical information and photographs from the following:
Photographs on the Front Cover courtesy of
- Primary Health Care for Travellers Project: Partnership with the Eastern Health Board and Pavee
Point Travellers Centre.
- St. Michael’s House
Diagram “Risk Factors for General Health & Oral Health”. Courtesy of Professor A. Shieham & Dr. R.
Watt, University College Medical School, London, U.K. In press for Community Dentistry & Oral
Epidemiology.
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Strategy Initiative
Deirdre Sadlier and Breeda Hyland.
Support and Guidance by the
Office for Health Management.

Mouse Pad courtesy of the Dental Health Foundation
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