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Mid Western Health Board
31/33 Catherine St., Limerick.

Tel:   061 483221
Fax:  061 483211

02 April 2002

To: Report No: Chairman & Each Member of
Mid Western Health Board Item No   on Agenda

Report for meeting of the Board to be held on the 12th April, 2002

SUMMARY REPORT ON
DRAFT YOUTH HOMELESSNESS STRATEGY STATEMENT & ACTION PLAN

Dear Member,

Homelessness is one of the most visible signs of social deprivation. Homelessness among
children and young people is one of the most significant forms of social exclusion. The Mid-
Western Health Board plays a key role in working with the most vulnerable young people in the
region and recognises that young homeless are among the most disadvantaged groups in
society. The social indicators and concerns expressed by key Mid-Western Health Board
personnel and statutory and non-statutory agencies draw attention to a number of vulnerable
young people in the region who are at risk of a range of social, health and welfare issues.  In
particular, they point to the need for targeted services for a small but increasing number of
young people who are  already or potentially homeless.

The National Children’s Strategy, published in November 2000, identified the development of a
National Strategy on Youth Homelessness as a priority in addressing youth homelessness. One
of the objectives of the National Children’s Strategy is that, “Children will have access to
accommodation appropriate to their needs.” In 2001, the Government published the national
Youth Homelessness Strategy, which states as its goal, “to reduce and, if possible, eliminate
youth homelessness through preventative strategies and, where a child becomes homeless, to
ensure that he/she benefits from a comprehensive range of services, aimed at re-integrating
him/her into his/her community as quickly as possible.” The Strategy sets out the objectives and
steps required to achieve this and places particular emphasis on preventing youth
homelessness and on the importance of supporting young people, their families, schools and
communities. Where youth homelessness occurs, the Strategy stresses the need for a prompt,
responsive, child-focused service. It recognises the importance of coordinated inter-agency
working in tackling this complex, multi-dimensional issue.



As part of the implementation of the national Youth Homelessness Strategy each Health Board
is required to prepare a two-year strategic plan “ to address youth homelessness, following
consultation with their statutory and voluntary partners, in line with the preventative, service and
administrative objectives “ set out in the national Strategy. The appended Youth Homelessness
Strategy Statement and Action Plan has been prepared in response to this requirement.

The Strategy outlines the goals, objectives, principles and scope of the service.
The Statement of Purpose commits the Board to assist young people who are homeless or at
risk of homelessness by: 

 Devising programmes to prevent homelessness.  

 Supporting them in the transition from home to independent living and in the acquisition of
the skills necessary for independent living where appropriate.

 Helping them to return home or to remain at home with their families where appropriate.

 Providing a continuum of services that will include emergency, medium-term and longer-term
accommodation

The Board intends to realise the import of its Statement of Purpose through the implementation
of a two-year Action Plan throughout 2002 and 2003. The Action Plan, contained within the
appended document, outlines 55 specific regional actions that is intended will be achieved over
the timeframe of the Strategy Statement and Action Plan. 
These actions are grouped under the twelve objectives of the national Youth Homelessness
Strategy, which refer to preventive measures, responsive services and planning administrative
supports. Funding available in 2001 for Youth Homeless Services was Euro1,792,000. The
allocation of additional funding to the services in 2002 is Euro 381,000 and the estimated
funding required to achieve realisation of the Action Plan actions in 2003 is Euro 790,000. 

Signed: J. O’GRADY,
A/ASST CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER
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