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Tel:
Fax:  

10th. May 2002

To: Report No: Chairman & Each Member
Mid-Western Health Board Item No   on Agenda

Report for Meeting of the Board to be held on Friday, 10th May 2002

Meningitis C Vaccination Programme

Dear Member,

The following is a progress report on the Mid-Western Health Board’s implementation of the
national Meningitis C Vaccination Programme.

The objective of the Programme, introduced by the Department of health and Children in
October 2000, was to vaccinate all children and young adults up to and including 22 years of
age. This followed on the introduction of a similar campaign in the UK, which commenced in
November 1999, and resulted in a 75% reduction in the number of cases of Meningitis C.

The Programme in the Republic of Ireland consisted of three phases.

Phase 1 commenced in October, 2000 in the Mid-Western Health Board, and ran until
February/March, 2001. This phase targeted:-

 Children in the age group 0-4 year olds, vaccinated by General Practitioners. Letters
were sent to parents of all children under the age of five years (born since January 1995),
advising the parents to have their children attend their General Practitioner for
vaccination. The vaccine has become part of the Primary Childhood Immunisation
Schedule, being offered at 2, 4, and 6 months along with DTaP, Hib and Polio since
October 2000.

 Schoolchildren and Young Adults, 15-18 year olds. Health Board Vaccination Teams
(Area Medical Officers and Nurses), who visited schools vaccinated young adults in
Junior Certificate year, Transition year, 5th and 6th year students and young adults
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attending Workshops, Youthreach Centres and FAS Schemes. General Practitioners
vaccinated those who were not in school.

 First year students in third level educational establishments were vaccinated through a
combination of General Practitioners, College Medical Services, and Health Board
Vaccination Teams.

Phase 2 ran from March to June 2001, and targeted children aged 5 and 6 years through Health
Board Vaccination Teams (Area Medical Officers and Nurses).

 In small (<50 pupils) primary schools, all children were vaccinated. Children in Junior and
Senior Infants and First Class were vaccinated in larger schools.

 College Medical Officers offered vaccination to remaining students in third level colleges.

Phase 3 ran from September to December 2001, and targeted children, 7-14 year old, as well
as adults, 19-22 years.

 Children, 7-14 years were vaccinated by Health Board Vaccination Teams (Area Medical
Officers and Nurses). All remaining school children were offered vaccination by
December 20th. Primary Schools were completed first during September and early
October, before Teams moved into Secondary Schools.

 Adults, 19-22 years were vaccinated by General Practitioners.

Ongoing Campaign – from January 2002

 The vaccine is now part of the Primary Childhood Immunisation Schedule, being offered
at 2, 4, and 6 months along with DTaP, Hib and Polio.

 A media campaign, which ran in March 2002, advised all those up to and including 22
years, not already vaccinated, to attend their General Practitioners for vaccination and
General Practitioners are continuing to vaccinate opportunistically. 

Uptake in the Mid-Western Health Board Region

Uptake as per Database

Uptake of Meningitis C Vaccine

Cohort Age Under
5 Years

5 to 14
Years

15 to 18
Years

Over 18
Years Total

Total Number
Vaccinated 22,604 38,446 19,519 5,574 86,143

% Vaccinated 82.3 91.0 85.0 20.6 72.0

 In the Mid-Western Health Board region, an overall uptake of 72% has been achieved for
the programme as a whole. The uptake among those over the age of 18 has been
disappointingly low.
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 The uptake rate in Children aged 5-14 years has been especially good.

 The MWHB uptake rate for children 1-4 years is above the average for the country as a
whole.

 The MWHB uptake rate for young adults 15-18 years is above the average for the
country as a whole.

Nationally the uptake among those over 18 years has been poor. This is deemed to be due to:

 Perception of not being vulnerable and meningitis being a disease of children.

 Not being a priority.

 Not having parental pressure to be vaccinated.

When a fatal case of Group C Meningitis occurred in a student in the North Western Health
Board region, the uptake among this cohort greatly increased.

Meningococcal Disease

Provisional national data shows that the number of Group C disease cases dramatically
declined from 139 cases in 2000 down to 35 cases in 2001, a 75% reduction. This dramatic
reduction can be attributed to the introduction of the conjugate vaccine, and highlights the
positive impact this vaccine has in reducing Group C disease in Ireland.

Conclusion

The Programme has been a success nationally and in the Mid West region. Many people in the
Mid-Western Health Board region, Health Board personnel (Area Medical Officers, Nurses,
Clerical supports and the Programme Co-ordinators) and General Practitioners, worked with
focus and dedication to maximise uptake of vaccination and to achieve the objectives of the
programme. All of these parties are to be congratulated upon the success of the programme.

Signed:

Tom Hourigan,
A/Regional Manager,
Primary Care, Child Health & Mental Health
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