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Acute Hospital Care
31/33 Catherine Street

Tel:    061 483302
Fax:   061 483211

29 April 2002

To: Report No: Chairman & Each Member of 
Mid-Western Health Board Item No   on Agenda

For Meeting of the Board to be held on 10th May, 2002

Report on Activity in Acute Public Hospitals in Ireland 1990 - 1999 

Dear Member,

Background
The Hospital In-Patient Enquiry (HIPE) system is the principal source of National data on
discharges from Acute Public Hospitals in Ireland.  HIPE is a computer based health information
system designed to collect clinical and administrative data on dates and discharges from the
sixty Acute Public Hospitals currently participating in this system.

Introduction
The HIPE system has been progressively developed over the years and has become an
indispensable source of information on Acute Hospital activity.  HIPE collects a range of
information on each patient stay in Public Acute Hospitals.  Since, 1990 the Economic and
Social Research Institute (ERSI) has been contracted to develop the HIPE system.  Some steps
toward including Private Hospitals within the system have been taken and this is a welcome
development.

Key Points within Report
 The most significant change is the rise in day-case activity. The number of day-cases

treated has increased from 13% of total discharges in 1990 to over one third of all
discharges in 1999. 

 There has been a very marked decrease in the average length of stay in in-patients.  The
average length of stay has dropped by 9% from 5.6 days in 1990 to 5.1 days in 1999.

 Figures show a hospital system that is highly efficient in the intensive use of capacity.

 While there may be a generally held view of large scale movement to Dublin for
treatment, the report shows that this view may be exaggerated and concludes that most
moves is between adjacent health boards.



 The 77% to 23% split between public and private patients is also confirmed in the figures

presented in the report.

 Those age 65 and over accounted for almost half of all the bed days used.

 In 1999 there was a total of 751,945 patients treated in public hospitals, 505,414 in

patients and 246,531 day patients.

I attach herewith the Executive Summary of the Report for your information.

Yours sincerely,

JOHN O'BRIEN 
ASSISTANT CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 
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