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NORTHERN AREA HEALTH BOARD 

Report No 22/2002 

Report to the Board on acquisition of Premises; 

 March 2000 to date. 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

Our Board has acquired a number of properties through purchase or lease since its 

inception in March 2000. 

Acquisition of property by the Board is governed by the protocol adopted by the 

Board in October 2000.   The approval of acquisitions of property, including long 

term leases, is a reserved function of the Board as set out in Health Acts 1970 to 1999. 

Business in this area is discussed in the first instance with our Board’s Finance and 

Property Sub-Committee. A detailed report setting out a description of the property, 

the purchase price, proposed use, source of funding, planning status and adaptation 

costs, as well as any additional relevant information or special conditions is presented 

by the Chief Executive to the Committee.  The decision of the Finance and Property 

Committee, with its recommendation, is then referred to the next full Board meeting.     

 

Acquisitions by the Northern Area Health Board 

The following is a brief summary of property acquisitions approved by the Northern 

Area Health Board since its inception in March 2000, and their current status. Twenty 

three properties were acquired either through purchase or lease. The total capital cost 

of the 12 purchases was  €8,032,950. The cost of 10 leases amounts to €567,052 per 

annum. The lifetime of leases acquired has varied from 6 months to 25 years with the 

 1



majority being 4 years and 9 months. One lease has expired. In addition, the cost to 

date of refurbishment of these premises  €1,421,000. 

 

 

66 Newbrook Avenue, Donaghmede:  

Approved at Board Meeting of 17/7/2000 (Ref: F1/2000) – cost €292,000. This 

property was purchased as children’s residence to replace a rented house in use in 

Artane.    Sale was finalised and the keys handed over in August 2000.   An architect 

was appointed on the 10th August 2000 to draw up plans for refurbishment and 

extension of the premises.   Approval was sought and received from the Eastern 

Regional Health Authority for funding of €254,000 to complete the works required. 

Work was completed and the house was occupied in December 2001 by a family 

group in the care of our Board. 

 

1 Church Avenue, Blanchardstown: 

Approved at Board meeting of 17/7/2000 (Ref: F1/2000) – cost € 268,000. Premises 

was purchased to replace the Psychiatric Day Services and Sector Headquarters 

currently located at James Connolly Memorial Hospital, which must be vacated as 

part of the hospital development.   The purchase was finalised and keys handed over 

to local management on the 8/9/2000.   An architect was appointed through Technical 

Services Section in January 2001 and a planning application, covering the necessary 

conversion works was submitted. 

Following objections from the Planning Authority based on the residential nature of 

the area our Board has reconsidered the use of the premises and it is now planned to 

use the premises as a psychiatric Community Residence for the Blanchardstown 
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sector. Plans have been drawn up for the necessary works and funding is being sought 

from the ERHA under the National Development Plan. 

 

 

50 Ballygall Parade, Finglas East: 

Approved at Board Meeting of 21/9/2000 (Ref F1/2000) – cost €203,000.   This 

premises was purchased to accommodate a number of children in the care of our 

Board.   Purchase was finalised and keys handed over on 29/9/2000.   An architect 

was engaged to arrange the necessary renovation works, and the Fire Officer was 

assigned to draft an application for a fire certificate for the premises.   An application 

for change of use was also made on December 21st 2000.   This Planning Permission 

was received on 1st March 2001.   The Fire Certificate was subsequently received.   

Works were completed and the premises was occupied by seven children in the care 

of our Board in July 2001.  

 

Westward House, Russell Street, Dublin 7: 

Approved at Board Meeting of 21/9/2000 (Ref F2/2000) – cost €48,250 per annum.   

This premises was leased for use as an office for Community Welfare/Homeless 

Services formerly located at Charles Street. Staff occupied the premises in October 

2000. 
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93A Lagan Road, Glasnevin Industrial Estate: 

Approved at Board Meeting of 21/9/2000 (Ref F2/2000) – cost €22,855 per annum. 

This premises was leased in order to provide office accommodation for the 

Meningococcal C Vaccination Programme.   Staff occupied the premises in October 

2000.    

 

Lindsay House, Glasnevin: 

Approved at Board Meeting of 16/10/2000 (Ref: F3/2000) – cost €927,000.   The 

premises was purchased to provide a group home for clients of the Psychiatric Service 

in Area 7.   The purchase was finalised on 7/2/2001.   Refurbishment funding of 

€100,000 has been sought from the ERHA. In the interim the house is in use as 

temporary accommodation for nursing staff from abroad. 

 

Avondale Lodge, Cloghran: 

Approved at Board Meeting of 16/11/2000 (Ref: F4/2000) – cost €736,450. This 

premises was purchased as a Community Residence for clients of the Psychiatric 

Service currently accommodated at St. Brendan’s Hospital.   The purchase was 

finalised on 17/11/2000.   The Architectural, Surveying and Engineering Department 

carried out a survey in January 2001 and indicated that a comprehensive fire safety 

system along with some additional remedial works would be required.   Funding has 

been approved as part of the Quarry Road Health Centre project and works are due to 

commence. In the interim the house has been used to accommodate a group of sibling 

children in the care of our Board who are due to transfer to 55 Grattan Lodge shortly. 
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Carlton House, Lispopple: 

Approved at Board Meeting of 16/11/2000 (Ref F4/2000) – cost €1,010,000.   This 

property was purchased to provide a group home for clients of the Psychiatric Service 

transferring from St. Ita’s Hospital.   The purchase was finalised on the 12/1/2001. 

Following protracted discussions with persons living locally Residents moved into the 

premises in April 2001 on completion of renovations costing €130,000. 

 

Glencourt, Lower Gardiner Street: 

Approved at Board Meeting of 16/11/2000 (Ref F4/2000) – cost €984,000.   This 

premise was purchased to provide an Addiction Services for younger drug users in the 

North Inner City, in association with the Drug Court.   The purchase was finalised on 

20/12/2000.   The premises requires complete refurbishment and major internal 

adaptations to render it suitable for the purpose.   A Design Team was appointed in 

early February 2001 and have prepared planning documents. Renovation and refitting 

costs will be approximately  €1.2m. Approval has been sought from ERHA and is 

awaited for this funding as part of the National Development Plan. 

 

69 Amiens Street, Dublin 1: 

Approved at Board Meeting of 16/11/2000 (Ref F4/2000) – cost €267,000.   This 

premises was purchased having already been already leased by our Board, from the 

Society of St. Vincent De Paul as a Childcare Residential Centre.    Minor renovation 

works were completed during the course of which residents were transferred to 

Avondale Lodge.   The residents re-occupied the Amiens Street premises on March 

26th 2001.    
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Block 46, Unit 5, Blanchardstown Corporate Park: 

Approved at Board Meeting of 16/11/2000 – cost €85,580 per annum.   This premises 

was leased to provide accommodation for the Board’s Environmental Health officers.   

The lease was signed by our Board on January 10th 2001.   Some minor fit-out works 

were required and were carried out by the Board’s Engineering Department.   The 

Environmental Health Officers occupied the premises in February 2001. 

 

Unit 13F Blanchardstown Corporate Park: 

Approved at Board Meeting of 16/11/2000 (Ref: F4/2000) – cost €31,360 per annum.   

The premises was leased to provide office accommodation and workshops for the 

Board’s Pest Control Unit, The lease was signed by our Board on January 10th 2001.   

Extensive fit-out works were required and have been completed.   Following 

Industrial Relations negotiations the Pest Control service has now occupied the 

premises. 

 

Oakview, Leas Cross, Swords: 

Approved at Board Meeting of 18/12/2000 (Ref F5/2000) – cost €1,028,500.   This 

premises was purchased as a Special Residential Centre for Childcare.   The purchase 

was finalised and keys handed over on 8/2/2001.   Currently in use by the childcare 

services, the Childcare Strategy Unit are reviewing future long term use of this 

premises in the context of the development of Crannog Nua. 
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13 Dunluce Road, Clontarf, Dublin 3: 

Approved at Board Meeting of 14/3/2001 (Ref: F1/2001) – cost €159,000.   This 

premises was offered to the Board, at half its market value under special conditions, 

for use as a community group home for clients of the Psychiatric Service in Area 7.   

The purchase was completed in November 2001.   The house is currently occupied. 

 

Skerries Road, Rush, Co. Dublin: 

Approved at Board Meeting of 14/3/2001 (Ref: F1/2001) – cost €508 per week.   

These premises were leased on a short-term basis to allow premises at Woodlawn, 

Blakes Cross (Intellectual Disability) to be vacated while extensive refurbishment is 

carried out. Clients took up occupancy in January 2001, and returned to Woodlawn 

when it re-opened later in 2001. The lease then expired. 

 

Prospect House, Prospect Road, Glasnevin: 

Approved at the Board meeting on 26th June 2001 (refF3/2001) – cost €32,700 per 

annum. The premises was leased to provide accommodation for Laragh Counselling 

who provide services for adult survivors of child sexual abuse. Minor refurbishments 

have recently been completed and staff are currently in the process of transferring 

from 140 St Laurences Road. 

 

42b Lr Buckingham St, Dublin 2: 

Approved at the Board meeting 26th June 2001 (ref F3/2001) – cost €381 per week. 

This premises was leased to provide temporary overflow accommodation for City 

Clinic. Staff occupied the premises in August 2001. 
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Unit 1, Techport, Coolmine Industrial Estate: 

Approved at the Board meeting 23rd July 2001 (ref F4/2001) – cost €51,000 per 

annum. This premises was leased to provide accommodation for staff vacating the 

Lodge at JCM Hospital – Psychiatric Day Services. The lease was finalised in May 

2002. Delay in finalisation of the lease was due to detailed requirements of the 

Planning Authority in respect of the proposed use. Local management will shortly be 

arranging costing of fitout etc. 

 

Park View, 490/492 North Circular Road, Dublin7: 

Approved at the Board meeting 23rd July 2001 (ref F4/2001) – cost €1,587,000. This 

premises was leased for use by Childcare Services since 1997. Our Board had an 

option to purchase which was exercised in 2001. The premises continues in use as 

emergency residential facility for out of home young persons. A brief for 

refurbishment is currently being developed. 

 

 

Unit 1, Century Business Park, Finglas: 

Approved at the Board meeting 23rd July 2001 (ref F4/2001) – cost €571,000. This 

premises was purchased as a replacement Day Centre for clients of Psychiatric 

Services at North Road Finglas to free up that premises as an Addiction Treatment 

Centre.  Refurbishment at a cost of €635,000 is due for completion mid May 2002. 
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3rd Floor Park House, North Circular Rd., Dublin 7: 

Approved at the Board meeting 22nd October 2001 (ref F5/2001) – cost €227,300 per 

annum. This premises was leased to provide accommodation for a range of services. 

No works were required and some staff took up occupancy in January 2002. The 

Health Promotion, Womens Health, Childcare Training and Rehab Training Units 

currently occupy the premises. 

 

55 Grattan Lodge, Donaghmede: 

Approved at the Board meeting 22nd October 2001  (ref F4/2001) – cost €1900 per 

month. The lease was signed in Jan 2002. This premises was leased as 

accommodation for a sibling group in the care of our Board – currently 

accommodated in Avondale Lodge. The Fire Officer was assigned to apply for a Fire 

Certificate. Works in relation to this application are currently ongoing. 

 

22 Main Street, Blanchardstown: 

Approved at the Board meeting 19th March 2002. (ref F4/2001) – cost €25,395 per 

annum. This premises was leased as an Administration Centre for Health Promotion 

and Addiction Services. The lease was finalised in May 2002 and minor 

refurbishment has commenced. 
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Northern Area Health Board Headquarters, Swords Business Campus: 
 
 
Approved at Board Meeting of May 2000 – lease cost €558,449 (£439,814) per 

annum. This premises was leased to provide a Board Headquarters and office 

accommodation for the Management and Administrative staff of the newly 

established Northern Area Health Board. The lease is for a period of 25 years from 1st 

September 2000. Following the appointment of Michael Mohan Architects a major 

programme of adaptation works commenced in January 2001. The total cost of fit out 

was €4, 355,000. The renovated offices were occupied in July 2001. 

 

 

 

 

M. WINDLE  
CHIEF EXECUTIVE    16th May, 2002 
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