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MINUTES OF THE MONTHLY MEETING OF THE  
MID-WESTERN HEALTH BOARD HELD IN  

BOARD ROOM, CATHERINE STREET, LIMERICK  
ON FRIDAY, 14 TH MAY. 

 
Presiding/            Cllr. S. Marsh, Chathaoirleach 
 
Present/ Dr. Y. Begley Cllr. T. Berkery 
 Cllr. J. Bourke Cllr. P. Bugler 
 Cllr. J. Casey Cllr. K. Sheahan 
 Cllr. 

 B. Chambers 
Cllr./Dr. J. Hennessy 

 Cllr. S. Hillery Cllr. M. Hourigan 
 Ms. A. Kenny-Ryan Cllr. J. Meagher 
 Mr. L. MacNamara Dr. J. O’Riordan 
 Ms. M. O’Donnell Dr. D. Clinch 
   
Apologies/   
 Mr. P. Burke Cllr. R. Butler 
 Ms. N. Fitzpatrick Cllr. P. Daly 
 Dr. J. Mullane Ms. M. Hogan 
 Cllr. K. Walsh Mr. D. McAvinchey 
 Dr. P. McKenna Cllr. J. Egan  
   

  
In Attendance/ Dr. S. deBurca, Chief Executive Officer 
 Mr. J. O’ Brien, Assistant Chief Executive Officer  
 Dr. K. Kelleher, Director of Public Health Medicine 
 Mr. J. Conway, Assistant Chief Executive Officer 

Mr. T. Hourigan, Regional Manager 
Mr. J. O’Grady, Regional Manager 
Mr. P. McDonald, Director of Finance 
Ms. M. Woods, Senior Executive Officer 
Ms. O. Hartigan, A/Staff Officer 
Ms. M. Hogan, Staff Officer 

 
1(a) Urnaí Tosaí  
   
1(b) Deputation from 

North Tipperary 
Disability Support 
Service Ltd. 

The Cathaoirleach welcomed the members of a 
deputation from North Tipperary Disability 
Support Service Ltd and outlined the relevant 
procedure for their presentation.  They thanked 
the Members and the Executive for the 
opportunity to address the meeting. 

   
1(c) Vote of Sympathy  

 
 
 
 
 

A vote of sympathy was extended to staff who 
had suffered recent bereavements.  
 
The Members and the Executive extended a 
vote of sympathy to Cllr. J. Clifford on the 
recent death of his mother-in-law. 

  



2. Correspondence A number of items of correspondence were 
circulated for the Member’s attention. 
 
Health (Amendment) Bill, 2004 
A number of the Members expressed concern 
at the lack of clarity in the Minister’s letter 
regarding future political representation in the 
reformed health service structure. 
 
National Task Force on Obesity 
The CEO informed the Members that a local 
group is being put in place to examine 
initiatives in this area and that, as previously 
agreed by the Members, Cllr. J.Bourke would 
represent their interests on this group.   
 
Provision of Site for Alzheimer Society 
Mr. L.McNamara referred to a recent letter 
which had been circulated to each Board 
Member by Cllr. R. Sadlier, Mayor, requesting 
the Board to consider making a site available 
at St. Joseph’s Hospital for the provision of an 
Alzheimer’s Unit.    He indicated that he was 
anxious that any further development on the 
St. Joseph’s Hospital Site should not proceed 
unless it benefited the existing 120 patients, 
some of whom suffer from Alzheimers and 
whose accommodation needs should be 
prioritised. While a number of Members 
supported the request on behalf of the 
Alzheimer’s Society, Dr. Clinch stated that 
there should be no conflict between the need of 
patients with mental health problems and those 
with Alzheimers. 
 
The CEO, replying, indicated that he was not 
in a position to respond at this time, as there 
were a number of considerations to be 
considered in the context of the whole site at 
St. Josephs.  He confirmed that €20m 
approximately would be required to re-assign 
the existing patients and that the re-location of 
patients in Clare had taken two to two and half 
years to complete. He informed the Members 
that he had requested G. Crowley and J. 
Conway, to assess the application and that he 
will update the Members at the next meeting. 
 
 
 

   

  



3. CEO’s Report The Chief Executive Officer briefed the 
Members on the following: 
 
Private Hospital 
The CEO updated the Members following his 
recent meeting with officials of the 
Department of Health and Children regarding 
the provision of a Private Hospital for the 
region. While the Department had a number of 
concerns regarding public/private mix and the 
siting of private hospitals adjacent to the  
public system, he confirmed that the 
Department was agreeable in principle and that 
he now required a position statement from the 
Members. 
 
A discussion followed, with a number of 
members contributing. Replying to queries, the 
CEO confirmed that the benefit of a private 
hospital would be the introduction of 
additional beds into the region and the sharing 
of resources such as major technologies, by 
both the private and public system. He also 
indicated that it was likely that a private 
hospital would be built anyway on an 
alternative site.  Ms. A. Kenny-Ryan and Dr. 
Y. Begley indicated that they were not in 
favour of a private hospital adjacent to the 
public system.   The following motion was put 
to the Board and carried by a majority. 
 
“That the Mid-Western Health Board invites 
interested parties to tender, by public 
advertisement, for the construction, 
commissioning and operation of a private 
hospital, to be based on the campus of the 
Mid-Western Regional Hospital, Limerick”. 
 
Smoke Free Workplace Legislation 
A briefing note was circulated for the 
Member’s attention, which indicated that since 
the introduction of the smoking ban on 29th 
March, 1,166 inspections had been carried out 
by the Board’s Environmental Health Service. 
 
A&E Services at Ennis & Nenagh General 
Hospitals 
 
A briefing note was circulated for the 
Member’s attention.  Replying to queries, the 
CEO confirmed that the Emergency Care 

  



Physicians would be contracted for a two year 
period and would be fully licensed medical 
practitioners.  The Members welcomed this 
initiative. 
 
Service Expansion at Ennis General 
Hospital 
A briefing note was circulated.  The Members 
welcomed the improved services. 
 
Service Expansion at Regional Hospitals 
A briefing note was circulated informing the 
Members of the expansion of Renal and 
Orthopaedic services following recent 
Consultant appointments. 
 
Radiotherapy 
The CEO confirmed that it was anticipated that 
construction on the Radiotherapy Unit would 
commence in the early Autumn, and would 
take approximately two years. 
 
Recent ISO Awards 
A briefing note was circulated regarding ISO 
awards for both the Irish Cervical Screening 
Programme and the Board’s Internal Audit 
section. 
The Members and the Executive congratulated 
all concerned.  The CEO also informed the 
Members that the accreditation process at the 
Acute Hospitals would be completed shortly 
and he would update them at the earliest 
opportunity.   

   
4. Chief Executive 

Officer’s 
Overview of 
Financial Results  
Report No. 22/04   

Report No. 22/04 was noted. 
 

   
5. Introduction of 

European 
Insurance Card 
Report No. 23/04  

Report No. 23/04 was noted 

   
6. Report on the 

provision of a 
Health Centre 
facilities at 
Roscrea  
Report No. 24/04 

Report No. 24/04 was noted. 
 
Cllr. J. Casey welcomed the report. 

  



7. Proposal to 
purchase property 
at Riverdale, 
Westbury, 
Corbally. 
Report No. 25/04 

Report No. 25/04 was noted. 
 
Mr. G. Crowley outlined the history to this 
project and the unsuccessful attempts over the 
years to develop a Health Centre in this area, 
which serves approx. 10,000 people in East 
Clare and Limerick City. 
The opportunity arose as apart of a large 
housing development to develop a purpose 
built facility.  Funding for the project has been 
provided by the Department of Health and 
Children. 
 
The adoption of this Report was proposed by 
Cllr. J. Bourke, seconded by Ms. A. Kenny-
Ryan. 
 

8. Notice of Motion  
 (a) Submitted by Dr. David Clinch. 

 
“That this Health Board calls for all 
measures to be taken to ensure maximal 
medical quality of patient care, even within 
existing inadequate resources. It also calls for 
the Department of Health to rectify the 
recognised deficit in the Consultant 
Specialities in this region.” 
 
A discussion on this Notice of Motion was 
deferred to the next meeting of the Board. 

 
 
 
Signed/ _______________________________ 

   Cllr. S. Marsh, Chathaoirleach 
  _______________________________ 
  S. deBurca, Chief Executive Officer 
  _______________________________ 

   Date 

  


