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NORTHERN AREA HEALTH BOARD 
 
Report No. 7/2001  
 

Violence against Women/Domestic Violence 
 
The former Eastern Health Board was for many years involved in the provision of 
services to women and their families who have been victims.   These services include 
medical treatment, counselling and advice/support and residential facilities at a 
number of refuges in its functional area.   Following the enactment of the 1996 
Domestic Violence Act, which introduced a number of legal remedies for victims of 
domestic violence, the Department of Justice, Equality and Law Reform has taken on 
the role of co-ordinating the efforts of the agencies, including the Health Boards 
involved in addressing the problem of domestic violence and violence against women 
in general.   Other agencies involved include the Gardai Siochana, Local Authorities, 
General Hospitals, Voluntary Bodies and Service Providers such as Refuges and Rape 
Crisis Centres. 
 
A Task Force representing agencies, service providers and the relevant Departments 
of State reported in April 1997, and furnished a wide-ranging list of recommendations 
in relation to violence against women.   While many of the recommendations relate to 
legal and criminal proceedings, the recommendations in relation to the health services 
placed particular emphasis on training and awareness for front-line staff in areas such 
as accident and emergency units and social work/child protection departments.   The 
1997 Report also emphasises the need for co-ordination between agencies and the 
development of locally based inter-agency forums to encourage co-operation, 
improved access to services and better dissemination of information. 
 
A National Steering Group to oversee the development of services was established in 
December 1997 under the Chairmanship of Ms. Mary Wallace, Minister of State at 
the Department of Justice, Equality and Law Reform, with representation from The 
Departments of Education & Science, Environment and Local Government, Health & 
Children, Social Community & Family Affairs and Justice, Equality and Law Reform. 
 
The Non-Government Organisations, Women’s Aid, The Network of Womens’ 
Refuges & Support Services, the Network of Rape Crisis Centres, Dublin Rape Crisis 
Centre, Pavee Point, ICA, National Women’s Council.   Also An Garda Siochana, the 
Probation and Welfare Service, the Health Boards, the Clergy, and the medical and 
legal professions. 
 
The 3 Area Health Boards are currently represented by Mr. Joe Cahill, Asst Chief 
Executive of the Northern Area Health Board.   Mr. Cahill has also retained 
responsibility for the development of services in this area for all three Area Boards 
during the transition period. 
 
In May 1998, Regional Committees on Violence Against Women were established, 
based on Health Board Regions.   The Eastern Regional Committee has a number of 
representatives from the 3 Area Health Boards and is supported administratively by 
our Board’s Women’s Health Unit.  The Chief Executive has recently written to the 
Minister of State recommending the establishment of regional committees, one in 



each of the new Health Board areas. The Minister is currently considering the 
proposal.   Arrangements are also under way to transfer responsibility for 
management and development of services in their own areas to the South Western 
Area Health Board and the East Coast Area Health Board. 
 
The Regional Committee has recently produced a directory of services for the Eastern 
Region.   The directory is primarily intended for use by health and other professionals 
as a reference for making referrals and consulting service providers.   The following is 
a brief summary of current services provided by this Health Board for women who 
experience violence in this region. 
 
Refuges 
Refuges are provided at Rathmines, Bray, Coolock and Haven House, providing 
approximately 35 places for women and their families.   Development of new refuges 
is under way, in partnership with local voluntary agencies at Blanchardstown, 
Newbridge and Tallaght. 
 
A review of refuge services is currently being carried out by a multi-disciplinary 
working group, with a view to establishing best practice in the provision of this 
service. 
 
Social Work 
Dedicated Social Workers for domestic violence services are assigned to Community 
Services Area 6 and to the Rathmines Women’s Refuge. 
 
Local Networks/Forums 
A local area network bringing the main agencies together has operated very 
successfully for some time in Community Services Area 1 (Dun Laoghaire)   A forum 
to establish a similar model in Community Services Area 8 was recently formally 
launched by the Minister of State, and it is hoped that this forum will be a template for 
development of similar groups in each Community  Services Area. 
 
Outreach Services 
An Outreach Service is provided by the Inchicore Family Resource Centre with grant-
aid provided by our Board.    The service offers women who have experienced 
violence, advice, information, personal support including court accompaniment, and 
advocacy.   Pavee Point, an organisation for support services for travellers, receive a 
grant to provide support for traveller women who experience violence.   The 
RUHAMA project is grant-aided to provide support and assistance to women 
involved in prostitution.  The centres provide services for the region. 
 
Training/Advising:   Women’s Aid receive substantial funding to provide training for 
front-line staff in the area of domestic violence.   Their services also include 
counselling and advocacy. 
 
Rape Crisis Centre 
The Dublin Rape Crisis Centre provides a wide range of services for victims of  
sexual abuse and rape, including hospital accompaniment, counselling, support and 
education services.   We are currently reviewing the Rape Crisis Centre’s funding and 



services in consultation with their senior management in order to establish a new 
service agreement and revised funding arrangements. 
 
Developments 
There are a number of developments in services for women who experience violence 
incorporated in the Boards 2001 Service Provider Plan.   These include: 
 

• additional Outreach Workers attached to the Refuges at Coolock, Rathmines, 
and Bray 

 
• re-development of Haven House in partnership with Dublin Corporation 

 
• appointment of a co-ordinator to work with the Community Forum in Area 8 

 
• Refuge development staff to be appointed to progress the refuges planned for 

Blanchardstown, Newbridge and Tallaght 
 

• Additional funding for training and education work through Women’s Aid. 
 
 
Further reports on these services will be furnished to the Board as new services are 
put in place. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
M. Windle, 
Chief Executive      15th February, 2001. 
 


